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* Pericles,  Prince  op  Tyre.  ] The  ftory  on  which  this  pliy 
Cs  formed,  is  of  great  antiquity.  It  it  found  in  a book,  ooco 
very  popular,  cutitled  Gejla  Romanotvn »,  which  ii  fuppofed  by 
Mr.  lyr  whitt,  the  learned  editor  of  The  Canto  bury  Tales  of  Chaucer  % 
1775,  to  have  been  wiitteu  hyc  hundred  yean  ago.  The  etrlieft 
impreflion  of  that  work  ( which  1 have  feen ) was  p>intcd  in  14S8  , '■* 
iu  that  edition  the  iiittory  of  Appolonius  King  of  Tyre  makes  the 
i53d  chapter.  It  is  tikewife  related  by  Gower  in  his  Conftffio 
Am*ntis%  lib.  viii.  p.  17S — i85,  edit,  1 554*  The  Rev.  Dr.  Farmer  has 
in  his  poHcfbon  a fragment  of  a MS.  poem  ou  the  fame  fubjed, 
■which  appears,  from  the  haud-writing  ai.d  the  metre,  to  he  more 
ancient  than  Gower.  The  reader  will  find  au  extract  Lorn  11  at 
the  end  of  the  plav.  There  is  alfo  an  ane'ent  romance  on  this  lub- 
jed,  called  Kyng  Appolyn  of  Thyre.  Irani]- ted  fiom  the  Fiench  by 
Robert  Copland,  and  printed  by  Wynkyo  dc  VVotde  in  i5io.  lu 
2576  William  Howe  had  a licence  fot  panting  *• The  mo  ft  txiellent , 
fit  aj  ant.  and  variable  Hiflone  oj  the  /range  Adventures  oj  Prince  Ap- 
polonius,  Luciue  his  vyfey  and  Tharfa  his  daughter."  1 he  author 
of  Ferules  having  iutioduCcd  Gower  in  his  piece,  it  is  re.>fouable 
to  fuppofc  that  he  chicHy  followed  the  work  of  that  poet.  It 
3s  obfervablc,  that  the  hero  of  this  tale  is,  iu  Gower's  poem,  as 
in  the  prefeut  play,  called  prince  of  Tyre  ; iu  the  Ge/a  Romanorum^ 
and-Copla  d's  profe  lomance,  he  is  entitled  king.  Moll  of  the  in- 
cidents of  the  play  are  fouud  in  the  Conj.  Amant.  and  a few  of 
Gower’s  expreflions  are  occafioually  borrowed.  However,  i think 
it  is  not  uulikely,  that  there  may  have  been  ( though  I have  not 
met  with  it]  an  early  profe  tranflation  of  this  popular  ftory  fiom 
the  Gryf.  Roman,  in  which  the  name  of  Appolonius  was  changed  to 
Pericles:  to  which,  likewife,  the  author  of  this  diaroa  may  nave 
been  indebted.  In  1607  was  publilhed  at  London,  by  Valentine 
Sims,  “The  paturne  of  painful  adventures,  containing  the  moft 
excellent,  pleafant,  and  vaiiable  hiftorie  of  the  firange  accidents 
that  befell  unto  Prince  Appolonius,  the  lady  Lucina  hi»  wife  au^l 
Tharfia  his  daughter,  wherein  the  nneertaiutic  of  this  world  and 
the  fickle  dale  of  man**  life  arc  lively  deferibed.  Tranflaud  into 
Englilh  by  T.  Twine,  Gent.”  I have  never  feen  the  book,  but 
it  was  without  doubt  a re-publication  of  that  publilhcd  by  W. 
Howe  in  1576. 

Pericles  was  entered  on  the  Stationers*  books.  May  3,  160S.  by 
Edward  Bloubt,  one  of  the  printcit  of  the  iirfl  folio  edi:ion  of 
Shakfpearc’i  plays;  but  it  did  uot  appear  iu  print  till  the  following 
year,  and  then  it  was  publilhed  not  by  Blount,  but  by  Henry 
Gofloo  ; who  had  probably  anticipated  the  other,  by  getting  a 
hafiy  tranfeript  from  a playhoufc  copy.  There  is,  I believe,  uo 

* There  aie  feversd  editions  of  the  Ctjla  Remuiorvm  before  1488* 

Dtwex. 


play  of  our  wthor’i,  perhaps  f might  fay,  in  the  Eoglifh  lan» 
guagc,  fo  iucorrcd  as  this.  1 he  molt  corrupt  of  Shakfpcarc’s  other 
dramas,  compared  with  Feritle j,  is  purity  itfelf.  I lie  metre  it 
feldom  attended  to;  verfc  is  frequently  piintcd  as  piofe,  and  the 
groffeft  errors  abound  in  almoft  every  page.  I rneution  tbefe  cir- 
cuuift auces,  only  a»  au  apoiouy  to  the  reader  for  having  taken 
foraewhet  more  licence  with  Ins  drama  than  would  have  been  jufli- 
table,  if  the  copirs  of  it  now  extant  had  been  lefs  disfigured  by 
the  negligence  and  ignorance  of  the  printer  or  tranferiber.  The 
oumeious  coiruptions  that  arc  found  in  the  original  edition  in  1609, 
which  have  beeu  carefully  preferved  and  augmented  in  all  the  fub- 
fequeot  ionpre  (lions,  probably  arofc  from  its  having  been  frequently 
exhibited  on  the  ftage.  In  the  four  quarto  editions  it  is  called  lit 
much  admired  play  of  PtRICLFS  PrinCF  of  Ivat  ; and  it  is  mentioned 
by  many  ancicut  writers  as  a very  popular  performance;  parti- 
cularly, by  the  author  of  a metrical  pamphlet,  entitled  Fjmluo  Of 
Run  Redcap,  in  which  the  following  lines  arc  found: 

**  Amaz'd  1 flood,  10  fee  a crowd 
“ Of  civil  throats  flrcich’d  out  fo  loud: 

“ As  at  a new  play,  all  the  Tooms 
“ Did  fwarm  with  gentles  mix  d with  grooms*, 

“ So  that  I truly  thought  all  thefe 
“ Came  to  fee  Short  or  Ferities."  , 

In  a former  edition  of  this  play  I laid,  on  the  authority  of  ano* 
tber  perfon,  that  this  pamphlet  had  appeared  in  1596;  but  1 have 
liuce  met  with  the  piece  itfelf,  and  find  that  Vymlico , See.  was  pub- 
lifkcd  in  1609.  It  aught,  however,  have  beeu  a republication. 

The  prologue  to  an  old  comedy  called  The  hog  has  tojl  his  Featl, 
1614,  Iikcwile  exhibits  a proof  of  this  play’s  uncommon  fuccefs. 
The  poet  (peaking  of  bis  piece,  lays: 

“ if  it  prove  fo  happy  as  to  plcafe, 

“ We  ll  fay  ’tis  fortunate,  like  Ferities." 

Bv  fortunate , I underhand  highly  JucteJsjul.  The  writer  can  hardly 
be  fuppofed  to  have  meaut  that  Ferules  was  popular  rather  from 
accident  than  mciii  ; for  that  would  have  beu  but  a poor  eulogy 
on  bis  own  ptifoiaunce 

An  obfeure  poet,  however,  in  i6p>a,  infinuntes  that  this  drama 
was  ill  received,  or  at  leaft  that  it  added  nothing  to  the  reputation 
of  its  auihor: 

M But  Shakefpeare,  the  plebeian  driller,  was 
41  Fouuder'd  in  his  Ferities , and  mull  not  pafs. 0 

Vetjes  by  J.  latham,  prefixed  to  Richard  Brome’l 
Jotiai  Crew , or  the  Mnry  beggars,  410.  s65a. 
The  pafTages  above  quoted  (hew  that  little  credit  is  to  be  given 
to  the  affertion  contniucd  in  ll  efc  lines  ; yet  they  furnifh  us  with 
au  additional  proof  that  Faults  at  no  very  diitaai  period  tdict 
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tihakfpeare's  death,  was  eoufidcred  as  unqueftiouably  his  perform-* 
aocc. 

In  The  Timts  di/played  in  Sin  Stfliadt , 4fo.  1646,  dedicated  by 
S.  Shephard  (o  Pbiltp  Earl  of  Pembroke,  p.  22,  Scitiad  VI.  ftanza  9, 
the  author  thus  fpcaks  of  our  poet  nod  the  piece  before  us: 

“ See  him,  whole  tragick  fcencs  Eur.pidcs 
11  Doth  equal,  and  with  Sophocles  we  may 
44  Compare  great  Shakfpcare  ; Ariftophanes 
44  Never  like  him  his  fancy  could  difplay  s 
41  Wilnefs  Tkt  Prince  of  Tyre , his  P trie  Its: 

41  His  fweet  and  his  to  be  admired  lay 

44  He  wrote  of  luftful  Tarquin's  rape,  (hows  be 

44  Did  underhand  the  depth  of  poefic.  ’* 

For  the  divifion  of  this  piece  into  femes  I am  refponfible,  thero 
being  none  found  in  the  old  copies.  — See  the  uous  at  the  end 
of  the  play.  Malone. 

The  Hillory  of  Apollonius  King  of  Tyre  was  fuppofed  by  Mark 
Welfer,  when  he  printed  it  in  1595,  to  have  becu  traoflated  from 
the  Greek  a thoufaud  years  before.  [ Fabr.  llib.  Gr.  v.  p.  821.] 
It  certainly  bears  ftroug  marks  of  a Greek  original,  though  it  it 
not  ( that  I know  ) now  extant  in  that  language.  The  rythmical 
poem,  under  the  fame  title,  in  modern  Greek,  was  re-tranilatcd  (if 
I may  fo  fpeak)  from  the  Latin  — ctrro  AetliVtXUf  tif  Peffjcui/.ntO 
yKcofffdLV.  Du  f rtfiit.  Index  Author,  ad  Glojf,  Grtc,  When  Welfer 
primed  it,  he  probably  did  uot  know  that  it  bad  been  publifhed 
already  ( perhaps  more  tbaa  once ) among  the  Gtfla  Romanorutn . 
In  an  edition,  which  I have,  printed  at  Rouen  111  i5n,  it  makes 
the  154th  chapter.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  Xlltli  century, 
Godfrey  of  Viterbo , in  his  Pantheon  or  Univerfal  Chronicle,  inferted 
this  romance  as  part  of  the  liiftory  of  the  third  Antiochus,  about 
100  years  before  Chrift.  It  begius  thus  [ MS.  Reg,  14.  C.  xi.  ]s 
44  Filia  Seleuci  regis  flat  clara  decore, 

44  Matrcquc  dcfuodA  pater  arGt  in  ejus  am  ore. 

44  Res  habet  efTedum,  prrfla  puella  dolet.  ” 

The  reft  is  in  the  fame  metre,  with  oue  pentameter  only  to  tw« 
hexameters. 

Gower,  by  bis  own  acknowledgement,  took  his  ftory  from  th» 
Pantheon;  as  the  author  (whoever  he  was)  of  Pericles , Prince  of 
Tyre , profclfes  to  have  followed  Gower.  Tyrwhiit. 

There  arc  three  French  iranllations  of  this  Hory,  vix.  — 44  La 
Chronique  d’Appolliu,  Roy  dc  Thy«;M  410.  Geneva,  bl.  1.  no 
date  i — and  4*  Plaifante  8c  agreable  Hiftoire  d'Appolonius  Princo 
dtlhyren  Affrique,  8c  Roi  d'Antioche  ; traduit  par  Gilles  Coioxct,*' 
8vo.  Paris,  i53o;  — and  (in  the  fcveiith  volume  ol  the  Hiftoeret 
Tragiques  See.  nmo,  1604,  par  Francois  belle  foreft,  Icc.  ) 44  Acci- 
dcus  diuers  aducnns  a Appollopie  Roy  det  Tyrieos;  fes  milheurt 


far  tner,  fes  pert**  de  femme  k fillc,  8c  la  fm  heureofe  de  tout 

enferuble.’* 

In  the  introduflion  to  this  lad  novel,  the  tranflator  favs—i 
« Ayaut  en  main  une  hiftoire  tiiee  du  Grec,  8c  icelle  ancienne, 
comme  auffi  je  l’ay  rceuellie  d’un  vicux  livre  ecrit  a la  main**  8cc. 

But  the  prcfent  dory,  at  it  appears  in  Bclle*foreft's  colledioo, 
(Vol.  VII.  p.  it3,  & Jfq.  ) hat  yet  a funher  claim  to  our  notice, 
at  it  had  the  hoaour  ( p.  148-9)  of  furnifhing  Drydeo  with  the  out- 
lioe  of  hit  Meander's  ttajl.  Lanybaioe,  &c.  have  accufcd  thit  great 
poet  of  adopting  circuraftances  from  (he  Hijloirts  Tra*iqurs,  among 
other  French  novels  ; a charge,  however,  that  demand*  neither  pioof 
nor  apologv. 

1 be  popularity  of  this  tale  of  Apolloniut,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  very  numerous  MSS.  in  which  it  appears. 

Both  editions  of  Twine's  iranfltlion  are  now  before  me.  Thomas 
Twine  was  the  continuator  of  Pluei't  Virgil,  which  was  left  im- 
pc  fed  in  the  year  i553. 

In  Twine’s  bonk  onr  hero  is  repeatedly  called  — “Prince  of 
Tyru*."  It  is  Angular  enough  that  this  fable  (bould  have  been  re- 
publilhcd  in  1607  the  play  enirred  on  the  books  of  the  Stationers* 
Company  in  160S,  and  primed  in  if*oq. 

I mud  dill  add  a few  words  concerning  the  piece  in  queffion. 

Numerous  are  our  unavoidable  annotations  on  it.  Yet  it  ha* 
been  fo  luveierately  corrupted  by  tranfciiptioti,  interpolation,  See. 
that  were  it  publilhcd.  like  the  other  dramas  of  Shaklpeare,  with 
fcrupnlous  warning  of  every  little  change  which  neccfliiy  compels 
an  editor  to  make  in  it,  his  comment  would  more  than  treble  the 
quantity  of  his  author's  text,  If  therefore  the  filers t infeition  or 
tra'ilpodlion  of  a few  harmlefs  fvllablcs  which  do  not  affed  the 
value  of  one  femiment  throughout  the  whole,  can  obviate  thofe 
defids  in  condrudion  and  harmony  which  have  hitherto  moleded 
the  reader,  why  fhould  not  hir  progrefs  be  facilitated  by  fuch  means, 
Tather  than  by  a weanforae  appeal  to  remarks  that  dttturb  attention, 
and  contribute  to  diminifh  whatever  intered  might  otherwife  have 
been  awakened  by  the  fccnes  before  him?  If  an?  of  the  trivial 
fuppleraents,  See.  introduced  by  the  prefent  editor  are  found  to  be 
necdlefs  or  improper,  let  him  be  freely  cenfured  by  his  fucccflors. 
on  the  fcore  of  ru£hn*ft  or  want  of  judgement.  Let  the  Nimrod* 
of  ijj  and  andi  puiiue  him  ; let  tbe  champion*  of  nonfenfe  that 
bcais  the  flam p of  antiquity,  couch  their  rufly  lances  at  the  defpe- 
rate  innovator.  To  the  fevereft  hazard,  on  this  account,  he  would 
more  cheerfully  expofe  himfelf,  than  leave  it  to  be  obferved  that  he 
bad  printed  many  paffages  in  Peiiclts  without  an  effort  10  exhibit 
Them  (as  tr>ey  muff  have  originally  appeared)  with  fome  obviou* 
meaning,  and  a tolerable  flow  of  verhf  cation.  The  pebble  which 
afpires  to  rank  with  diamonds,  (hould  at  lcafl  have  a decent  polifh 
bellowed  on  it.  Perhaps  the  piece  here  exhibited  hat  merit  infufficient 
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to  engage  the  extremeft  vigilance  of  cnticifm.  Lei  it  oo  the  whole, 
however,  be  rendered  legible,  before  id  value  is  eflimated,  and  then 
its  minutiae  (if  they  deferveit)  may  become  objc&s  of  contention. 
The  old  perplexed  and  vitiated  copy  of  the  play  it  by  no  mean* 
rare,  and  if  tbe  reader,  like  Pericles,  fliouid  think  bimfelf  qualified 
to  evolve  tbe  iotricacici  of  a riddle,  be  it  Tetncmbered,  that  tbe 
editor  it  not  an  Anliochus,  who  would  willingly  fubjed  him  to 
fuch  a labour. 

That  I might  efcape  the  charge  of  having  attempted  to  conceal 
the  liberties  taken  with  this  corrupted  play,  have  I been  thus  ample 
in  ray  confcffion.  1 am  not  confcious  that  in  any  other  drama  I 
have  changed  a word,  or  the  pofition  of  a fyllable,  without  con- 
llant  and  formal  notice  of  fuch  deviations  from  our  author's  text. 

To  thefe  tedious  prolegomena  may  1 fubjoin  that,  in  coufequence 
pf  refcarchcs  fucccfsfully  urged  by  poetical  antiquaries,  1 fhould 
exprefs  no  furprize  if  tbe  very  title  of  the  piece  before  us  were 
hereafter,  on  good  authority,  to  be  difearded  ? Some  lucky  rum- 
mages among  papers  long  hoarded  up,  have  difeovered  as  unex* 
petted  things  as  an  author's  own  manufeript  of  an  ancient  play. 
That  indeed  of  Tsnotd  and  Gifmund , a much  older  piece,  (and 
differing  iu  many  parts  from  the  copy  printed  in  s5ga)  is  now 
before  me. 

It  is  almoft  nccdlcfs  to  obferve  that  our  dramatlck  Ptticln  has 
not  the  leaf!  refemblance  to  his  hiflorical  namefake ; though  the 
adventures  of  the  former  are  fometimes  coincident  with  thofe  of 
jPy rocles,  tbe  hero  of  Sidney's  Arcadia ; for  the  amorous,  fugitive, 
fhipwrecked,  xuuGcal,  tilting,  defpairing  Piince  of  Tyre  is  an  accora- 
plilhed  kuight  of  romance,  difguifed  under  the  nama  of  a Aaicfman^ 
“ Whofe  refifllcfs  eloquence 
“ Wielded  at  will  a fierce  democratic, 

“ Shook  th'aifenal,  and  fulmin'd  over  Greece." 

As  to  Siduey’s  Pjrotle$y  — Trot,  TjrivJve^ — 

The  woild  was  all  before  him,  where  to  choofe 
“ His  place  of  raft ; " 

but  Ftrults  was  lied  down  to  Athens,  and  could  not  be  removed 
to  a throne  iu  Phoenicia.  No  poetick  licenfc  wilt  permit  a unique, 
claflfical,  and  confpicuous  nama  to  be  thus  unwarrantably  trans- 
ferred. A prince  of  Madagafcar  mu  ft  not  ba  called  £neai,  nor 
a Duke  of  Florence  Mithtidatcs  ; for  fuch  peculiar  appellations 
would  unfcafonably  remind  us  of  ihcir  great  original  poT  Tors. 
Tbe  playwright  who  indulges  himfelf  in  thefe  wauton  and  inju- 
dicious vagaries,  will  always  counlerad  his  own  purpofe.  Vhus, 
as  often  as  the  appropriated  name  of  Pericles  occurs,  it  ferves  but 
to  expofe  our  author's  grofs  departure  from  cftablifhad  manners  and 
hiflorick  truth;  for  laborious  fiftion  could  not  defigucdly  produce 


iwo  perfonages  more  oppofite  than  the  fettled  demagogue  of  Athens, 

and  the  vagabond  Piiutc  of  Tyre. 

It  is  remark  ihlc,  that  many  of  our  ancient  writers  were  am- 
bitious »o  cx-ibit  Siunty's  worthies  on  ilie  Page;  and  when  hi» 
fubordinatc  agents  were  advanced  to  fuch  honour,  how  happened  it 
that  Pyrociis,  their  leader,  Ihould  be  overlooked?  Mtifidoius,  ( his 
companion.  ) Argalm  aud  Parthenu,  Phataniul  and  Eudoia,  An- 
- dremana,  !kc  furnifhcd  titles  for  (fifTcent  tragedies  ; and  perhaps 
Pyrocles,  in  the  preterit  ii. dance,  was  dtTauded  of  a like  diilmdiou. 
The  names  invented  or  employed  by  Sidney,  had  once  fuch  popu- 
Jaiity,  that  they  weic  Come  iir.es  borrowed  bv  poeis  who  aid  not 
profits  to  follow  the  dind  cuncoi  cf  his  fables,  or  attend  to  the 
Arid  prcfttvaiion  of  his  charaders.  Nav,  fo  high  wac  the  credit 
of  (his  romauce,  that  many  a falhionablc  woid  and  glowing  phrafe 
fele&cd  from  it,  was  applied,  like  a Promethean  torch,  to  con- 
temporary founds,  and  gave  a tia<  Gent  hfc  even  to  tiiofc  dwarfifh 
and  enervate  bant  ings  of  the  reludant  Mufe. 

I muft  add,  that  the  Afpoi^n  of  the  Story-book  and  Cower, 
could  have  been  rejeded  onlv  to  make  room  for  a more  favourite 
name;  jet,  however  conciliating  the  name  of  Pytocles  might  have 
been,  that  of  Ptri'les  could  challenge  no  advantage  with  regard 
to  general  prcdilcdina. 

I am  aware,  that  a conclufive  argument  cannot  be  drawn  from 
the  falfc  quantity  io  the  fccond  Tillable  of  Petules  and  yet  if  the 
Athenian  was  in  our  author’s  mind,  he  might  have  been  taught 
by  repeated  tranflations  from  fragments  of  fatiric  poeis  in  Sir 
Thomaf  North's  Plutarch , to  call  his  hero  Pei”cles  ; as  (or  iuftance, 
in  the  following  couplet : 

44  O Chiron,  tell  me,  firft,  art  thou  indeede  the  man 
41  Which  did  inftrud  Paula  thus?  make  aunfwcr  if  thou 
cau.“  &c  &c. 

Such  therefore  was  the  pronunciation  of  this  proper  name,  in  the 
age  of  Shakfpeare.  The  addrefs  of  TeiGus  to  a youthful  orator  — 
Magni  fup  lit  Ptrxcli.  is  familiar  to  the  ear  of  every  rlaflual  reader. 

By  fome  of  the  obligations  frittered  over  the  following  pages, 
it  will  be  proved  that  the  illegitimate  Pericles  occafioually  adopts 
not  merely  the  ideas  of  Sir  Philip's  heroes,  but  their  very  words 
and  phrafeology.  AH  ciicumflaoces  therefore  confident!,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  our  author  dfiignecl  his  chief  charader  to  be 
called  PyocUiy  not  Pericles however  ignorance  or  accident  might 

* Such  a theatrical  mi  flake  will  not  appear  improbable  to  tbe  reader 
who  recollects  that  in  the  fourth  feene  of  tbe  firfl  act  of  the  Third  ^art 
of  Kin*  Henry  VI.  infiead  of  “ tigers  of HircaniM, n — ihe  players  have 
|ivcnus— ^4‘  tigers  of  Arcndia.  *'lo(Uid  of 14  an  Ate/*  in  King  Jets,— ~ 


•/-  • 


, d!Tgitized  byXi?ocgle 


have  (Tiuffled  the  latter  (a  name  of  almoft  fimtlar  found } into  th* 
place  of  the  former.  The  true*  name,  when  once  conup'ed  or 
changed  in  the  theatre,  was  effcdually  withheld  from  the  pnb’ick; 
and  every  commentator  on  this  play  agrees  in  a belief  that  it  mull 
have  been  prioted  by  meant  of  a copv  “ far  as  Deucalion  off*' 
fiom  the  manufeript  which  had  received  Sbakfpcarc's  rcviCai  aud 
improvement.  Silevens. 

an  are."  Tnftrad  of  t(  Panlhino,"  in  7 ‘he  “Two  Gentlemen  of  Feroeif,-*- 
“ Panthien  * Infleid  of  “ Polylore"  in  Cymbelint , — “ Paladeut”  was 
continued  through  all  the  editions  till  that  of  1773. 
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PERICLES, 


PRINCE  OF  TYRE, 


ACT  I. 


Enter  Gower. 


Before  the  Palace  of  Antioch. 

To  fing  a fongof  old  was  fung,’ 

From  allies  ancient  Gower  is  come; 

A {Turning  man’s  infirmities. 

To  glad  your  ear,  and  pleafe  your  eyes. 

It  hath  been  fung  at  feftivals. 

On  ember-eves,  and  holy-ales;5 

And  lords  and  ladies  of  their  lives  4 

Have  read  it  for  rcfloratives : 

*  rf  old  was  fung%  ] I do  not  know  tbat  eld  is  by  any 

author  ufed  adverbially.  \Vc  might  read: 

T°  Jing  a Jong  of  old  was  Jung, i 

i.  a.  that  of  old  kc. 

But  the  poet  is  fo  licentious  in  the  language  which  he  has  attri- 
buted to  Gower  in  this  piece,  tbat  I have  not  veututed  to  make  any 
change.  Maloni. 

I have  adopted  Mr.  Malone’s  emendation,  which  was  evidently 
wanted.  Stkivfn*. 

* It  hoik  hen  fung  at  fejlivals , 

On  tnhr-tvtjy  an4  A<?/j-ales  ; ] i.  e.  fays  Dr.  Farmer,  by  whom 
this  emendation  was  made,  church-ales.  The  old  copy  has  — holy 
dajs.  Gower’s  fpeeches  were  certainly  intitled  to  rhyme  throughout. 

Maloni. 

*  of  their  lives — ] The  old  copies  read — in  their  lives* 

The  emendation  was  fuggeP.cd  by  Ur.  Farmer.  Maloni. 
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PERICLES 


’Purpofe  to  make  men  glorious  ;* 

Et  quo  anhquius,  eo  melius. 

* *Purpofe  io  mate  men  glorious;  See.  ] Old  copy— - 

lie  purchafc  ij  to  make  men  glorious ; kc.  SteeVENI. 

There  it  an  irregularity  of  metre  ia  this  couplet.  The  fame 
variation  is  obfervablc  io  Macbeth : 

“ I am  for  the  air;  night  I’ll  fpend 
“ Upon  a difmal  and  a fatal  end." 

The  old  copies  read  — The  purchofe  kc.  Mr.  Stecveas  fuggefled 
this  emendation.  Malone. 

Being  now  convinced  ihat  all  the  irregular  lines  deteded  in  Tha 
M id/ummer  Night  s Dream , Macbelht  and  Pericles , have  been  pro- 
longed by  interpolations  which  afford  no  additional  beauties.  I am 
become  more  confident  in  my  attempt  to  amend  the  paliage  before 
us.  Throughout  this  play  it  fhould  feem  to  be  a very  frequent 
pradice  of  the  reciter,  or  trauferiber.  to  fupply  words  which,  for 
fome  fooliflr  reafon  or  other,  were  fuppofed  to  be  wanting.  Un- 
(kill'd  in  the  language  of  poetry,  and  more  efpecially  in  that 
which  was  clouded  by  an  afiedation  of  antiquity,  thefe  ignorant 
people  regarded  many  contradions  and  ellipfcs,  as  indications  of 
foraewhat  accidentally  omitted  ; and  while  they  inferted  only  mo- 
nof  liable*  or  unimportant  words  in  imaginary  vacancies,  they 
conceived  ihemfelves  to  be  doing  little  mifehief.  Liberties  of  this 
kind  muft  have  been  taken  with  the  piece  under  confideratiom 
The  mr-fure  of  it  is  too  regular  aud  harmonious  in  maoy  places, 
for  us  to  think  it  was  utterly  negleded  in  the  reft.  As  this  play 
will  never  be  received  as  the  entire  compoGtion  of  Shakfpeare,  ajid 
as  violent  difordtrs  require  medicines  of  proportionable  violence, 
1 have  been  by  no  means  fcrupulous  in  liriving  to  reduce  the 
metre  to  that  exadnefs  which  1 fuppofe  it  otiginally  to  have 
poffcir.d.  Of  the  fame  licenfe  I fhould  not  have  availed  myfclf 
lrad  1 been  employed  on  any  of  the  undifputed  dramas  of  our 
author.  Thofe  experiments  which  we  are  forbidden  to  perform  oa 
liviuy . fu Ejects,  may  properly  be  attempted  on  dead  ones,  among  which 
our  Pin • Its  may  be  reckoned  ; being  dead,  in  its  prefent  form  to  all 
purpofes  of  the  ftage,  and  of  no  very  piomihng  life  in  the  dofet. 

Tbe  purpofe  is  to  moke  men  glorious, 

Et  fti’-um  quo  antiquius  eo  melius.  ] Ai  I fuppofe  theft  lines 
with  their  context,  to  have  originally  flood  as  follows,  I have  fflr 
given  them  : 

And  lords  and  ladies,  of  their  lives 
Have  rrai  if  o rtflora'ivts  .• 

'Purpofe  to  make  men  glorious ; 

El  quo  antiquius,  eo  melius. 


PRINCE  OF  TYRE. 


If  you,  born  in  thefe  latter  tiroes, 

When  wit’s  more  ripe,  accept  my  rhymes, 
And  that  to  hear  an  old  man  ling. 

May  to  your  willies  pleafure  bring, 

1 life  would  wifh,  and  that  I might 
Wade  it  for  you,  like  taper-light. — - 
This  city  then,  Antioch  the  great 
Built  up  for  his  chiefelt  feat;1’ 

The  faireft  in  all  Syria; 

(1  tell  you  what  mine  authors  fay  : ’ ) 


This  innovation  may  feem  to  introduce  obfeurity  ; but  in  huddling 
words  on  each  other,  without  their  necclTary  articles  and  prepo- 
fiiions,  the  chief  (kill  of  our  prefect  imitator  of  antiquated  rhyme 
appears  to  have  confided. 

Again,  old  copy: 

“ This  Aotioch  then,  Antiochui  the  great 
• » Built  up  ; this  city,  for  his  chiefeft  I'cat.'* 

I fuppofe  the  oiigioal  lioes  were  thefe,  and  as  fuch  have  printed 
them: 

41  This  city  then,  Antioch  the  great 

“ Built  up  for  his  chiefeft  feat."  t 

Another  redundant  line  offers  itfeif  in  the  fame  chorus: 

44  Bad  ckildy  wor/t  father ! to  entice  his  own—" 
which  I a'fo  give  as  I conceive  it  to  have  originally  flood,  thus: 

44  Bad  father!  to  entice  his  owni.n  ■ — 

The  words  omitted  are  of  little  confluence,  and  the  artificial  com- 
parifon  between  the  guilt  of  the  pareut  and  the  child,  has  no  re- 
femblance  to  the  fiinplititv  of  Gower's  narratives.  The  lady’s.frailty 
is  fuHicieutly  fiigmatued  in  the  enfuing  lines.  See  my  further 
featiments  concerning  the  irregulaiities  of  Shakfpcare's  metre,  in  a 
note  on  lie  Ttmprji,  Vol.  IV.  p.  6S,  n.  6;  and  agaiu  in  Vol.  XI. 
p.  t;3,  n.  7.  Stkevkni. 

* for  kit  chiefeft  feat;]  So,  in  Twine’s  Tranflation — 44  Tho 

nioft  famous  and  mighty  King  Antiochus,  which  builded  the 
goo'dlie  citie  of  Antiochia  in  Sytia,  and  called  it  after  his  owns 
name,  as  the  ckitjtji  ]e»t  of  all  his  dominions.  Stkevins. 

1 [1  ttll  youtvkal  mint  autitirs  fai  : )]  This  is  added  in  imitation 
of  Gower’s  manner,  aud  that  of  Chaucer,  Lydgate,  See.  who  often 
thus  refer  to  the  original  of  their  talcs — Thefe  choiufci  rcfcmble 
Cower  ia  few  other  particulars,  STUYihS. 
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PERICLES 


This  Ling  unto  him  took  a pheere,* 

Who  died  and  left  a female  heir, 

So  buxom,  blithe,  and  full  of  face,* 

As  heaven  had  lent  her  all  his  grace; 

With  whom  the  father  liking  took. 

And  her  to  incefl  did  provoke: 

Bad  father!  to  entice  his  own 
To  evil,  fliould  be  done  by  none. 

By  enftom.  what  they  did  begin,’ 

Was,  with  long  ufe,  account  no  fin.  * 

The  beauty  ot  this  fulfill  dame, 

Made  many  princes  thither  frame,3 
1 o feek  her  as  a bed-fellow, 

In  marriage-pleafures  play-fellow  : 

Which  to  prevent,  he  made  a law, 

(To  keep  her  Hill,  and  men  in  awe,4) 

f unto  Aim  took  a pheere,]  This  word,  which  Is  frequently 

nfed  by  our  old  poets,  Ggnific'  a malt  or  companion.  The  old 
copies  have — peer.  For  the  emendation  I am  anfwcrable.  Through- 
out this  piece,  the  poet,  though  he  has  not  clofely  copied  the  lan- 
guage of  Gower's  poem,  has  emicavouied  to  give  his  fpcccbcs 
fom.  what  of  an  antique  air.  Malone. 

Ste  Vol.  XIX.  p.  324,  u.  6.  Stkevfn*. 

# — full  oj  face,]  i.  e.  completely,  exuberantly  beautiful.  A 
full  Joftune%  io  Othello , means  a complete^  a large  one.  Sec  alfo 
Vol.  XVI.  p 373,  n.  7.  Maloni. 

9 By  what  they  did  htgin,]  All  the  copies  read,  unintel- 

ligibly — Hut  cuftom  See-  Malone. 

3 — — account  no  Jin.  ] Account  for  acroux/ed.  So,  in  King 
Johnt  waft  for  wafted: 

•*  Iban  now  the  Englifh  bottoms  have  waft  o'er." 

Steevens. 

Again,  in  Gafcoigne's  Complaint  of  Pkiloment , 

»»  And  by  the  lawde  of  his  pietence  • 

*•  H»s  lewdnefs  was  atqvit.'' 

The  old  copies  read  — account'd.  For  the  corrcftion  I am  au- 
fwe  table. 

1 Ikithn  frame,  ] i.  e.  fhape  or  direfl  their  courfc  thither. 

Maloni. 

( [Tt  kttf  iir  Jtill,  eti  mm  in  tat  ,J]  The  mcauiog,  1 think, 
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t*RINCE  OF  TYRE. 

That  whofo  afk’d  her  for  his  wife, 
His  riddle  told  not,  loll  his  life  : 

So  for  her  many  a wight5  did  die, 
As  yon  grim  looks  do  tefhfy.* 


is,  not  to  keep  her  and  me n in  awe,  but,  to  keep  her  Jlill  to  bimfelf, 
and  to  dttif  otters  from  demanding  her  in  marriage.  Malone. 

Mr.  Malone  has  properly  interpreted  this  pafiage.  So,  iu  Tv.  ine's 

transition : “ which  falfe  refemblancc  of  hatrful 

to  the  iatent  that  he  might  altaaits  enjoy , he  iuvented  &c.  to  dm* 
away  all  Jailors  that  fhonld  reforl  unto  her,  by  propounding”  See. 
See  alfo  p.  2s,  n.  5.  Stievins. 

% — — many  a wight — ] The  quarto,  1609,  reads  — many  of 
wight.  Corrected  iu  the  folio.  Malokb. 

Perhaps  the  corrediou  is  erroneous,  and  we  fhould  read,  nearer 
to  the  traces  of  the  old  copy  : ' 

So  Jot  her  many  of  might  did  die , — — . 
i.  e.  many  men  of  might.  Thus,  afterwards: 

44  Yoa  fometime  famous  princes,"  8cc. 

The  w in  the  quarto  1609,  might  be  only  an  m reverfed.  Stievins* 
6 As  yon  grim  loot*  do  teftijy.  J Gower  mud  be  fuppofed  here  to 
point  to  the  heads  of  ibofc  unfortunate  wights,  which,  he  tells  usY 
in  his  poem,  were  fixed  on  the  gate  of  the  palace  at  Antioch : 

“ The  fader,  whan  he  uuderfiood 
44  That  thei  his  dougbter  thui  befought, 

44  With  all  hit  wit  he  caft  and  fought 
44  Howe  that  be  migbte  fyndc  a lctie  5 
44  And  fuel)  a ftatute  them  he  fette, 

44  And  in  this  wife  his  lawe  taxetb, 

44  That  what  man  his  dougbter  axetb, 

44  But  if  he  couth  bis  queftion 
44  Affoylc  upon  fuggeflion, 

44  Of  certeyn  thinges  that  befell, 

44  The  which  he  woldc  unto  him  tell, 

44  He  fhulde  in  ccrteyn  lefe  his  hedcj 
44  And  thus  there  were  many  dede, 

44  Her  ktadtt  ft  ending*  on  the  gate  i 
44  Till  at  lift,  long  and  late, 

44  For  lack  of  anfwcre  iu  tbit  wife 
44  The  remcnant,  that  wexen  wyfe, 

44  Efchevrden  to  make  affaie."  MALOMf. 

As  yon  grim  toots  Jo  teftify.  ] This  is  an  indication  tome  of  the 
wfe  of  feenerv  in  our  ancient  theatres.  I fuppofe  the  audience  were 
bare  c&teiuiacd  with  the  view  of  a kind  of  Temple,  bar  at  Antioch. 

Sxuvths, 
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PERICLES 


What  nowenfues.6  to  the  judgment  of  your  eye 
I give,  my  caufe  who  belt  can  jullify.  ’ [ Exiu 

» 

SCENE  I. 

t 

Antioch.  A Room  in  ike  Palace. 

a 

Enter  Antiochus,  Pekicles,  and  Attendants. 

Ant.  Young  prince  of  Tyre,  * you  have  at  large 
receiv’d 

The  danger  of  the  talk  you  undertake. 

* Whet  now  tnfuti,  ] The  folio — Wktl  en/ues.  The  original  copy 
bat — What  now  enfuc*.  Malone. 

1 — my  caufe  who  btjl  can  juflifj- ] i.  *.  which  (the  judgment 
of  >«  ur  eye)  bcR  can  juftify,  i.  e.  prove  its  rcfcmblancc  to  the 
ordinary  coot  ft  of  nature.  So,  afterwards: 

44  Whcu  tboxi  lhalt  kneel,  and  jnfi'Jj  in  knowledge, — .** 

But  as  no  other  rf  i .e  tour  next  chyrt  fe?  coticludes  with  a heioick 
coupUt  u nit  (s  through  interpolation,  i fuiped  that  the  two  lines 
betore  us  originally  itond  thus  : 

44  What  now  enfues, 

4*  I give  to  the  judgment  ef  your  eye, 

4*  My  caufe  who  bcH  can  jullify." 

In  another  of  Gower's  monologue4  there  is  an  avowed  hcmidich; 
44  And  yet  he  riJ.  s it  out  Now  pi  cafe  )Ou  wit 
14  1 he  epitaph  is  for  Manna  writ 
*4  By  wicked  Dionyia." 

Set  Ad  IV.  fc.  iv.  St t evens. 

* Young  prince  of  Tyre.  ] It  does  not  appear  in  the  prefent 
drama  that  the  father  of  Pericles  is  living  By  prince,  therefore, 
thioughout  this  pl.iy,  we  are  to  undc'Haud  prince  tegnani.  Sea 
Ad  11.  fc.  iv  and  the  epitaph  in  Ad  111.  fc.  iii.  In  the  GtJIa 
Horuanorum,  Apollonius  is  king  of  lyre;  and  Appolyn,  in  Cop- 
land’4  trauflatiou  hotn  the  Fieucti,  has  the  fame  tide.  Our  author, 
iu  calling  l’ciicles  a priuce,  Items  to  have  followed  Gower. 

Malone. 

la  Twine’s  tumiUiioa  he  ii  repeatedly  called  44  Piintt  of  lyrus.” 

Sr&tVerts, 
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PRINCE  OF  TYRE, 


*7 


Per.  I have,  Antiochas,  and  with  a fool 
Embolden’d  with  the  glory  of  her  praife, 

Think  death  no  hazard,  in  this  cnterptize. 

[ Mufick. 

Ant.  Bring  in  our  daughter,  clothed  like  a bride,8 
For  the  embracements  even  of  Jove  himlelf; 

At  whole  conception,  (till  Lucina  reign’d,) 
Nature  this  dowry  gave,  to  glad  her  prefence,* 


* Bring  in  our  daughter , clothed  like  a bride , ] All  the  copies  read: 
MuGck,  bring  in  our  daughter  ctothfd  like  a bride , — — . 

The  metre  proves  deciGvely  that  the  word  tnujick  was  a marginal 
dire&iou,  inferied  in  the  text  by  the  miftake  of  the  uanfciiber  or 
printer.  Malone. 

■ Bor  the  embracements  even  of  Jove  himfelf ; 

Al  tvhofe  conception,  (till  Lucina  reign'd,  1 

Nature  this  dowry  gave,  to  glad  her  p-e/ence.  See.  j It  appear® 
to  me,  that  by  her  conicption , Shakfpearc  means  her  birth  ; and  that 
till  it  here  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of  while . So,  in  The  Scornjul  Lady , 
Lovelefs  fays  to  Morecraft : 

“ Will  you  perfevere?** 

To  which  he  replies  : 

“ Till  I have  a penny. ’* 

That  is,  xvkiljl  I have  one. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  while  fometimes  Ggnifics  till  j as  in  Wit 
at  feveral  Weapons , Pompey  fays  : , 

44  I’ll  lie  under  the  bed  while  midnight, " See. 

And  in  Maflinger's  Old  Law , Simonides  fays  to  Cleanthes  : 

44  I’ll  truft  you  while  your  father's  dead;'* 

Meaning,  until  he  be  dead;  the  words  being  ufed  iod; Tcriminately 
for  each  other  in  the  old  dramatick  writers : and  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  they  are  both  exprefled  in  Latin  by  the  fame  word, 
donee. 

The  meaning  of  the  pa  (Tape,  according  to  my  apprehenfion,  is 
this:  — 44  At  whofe  birth,  during  the  time  of  her  mother’s  labour, 
over  which  Lucina  was  fuppofed  to  prefide,  the  planets  all  fat  in 
council  in  order  to  endow  her  with  the  rareft  perfefiions.”  And 
this  agrees  with  the  principles  of  judicial  aftiology,  a folly  preva- 
lent in  Shakfpeare's  time  ; accordiug  to  which  the  beauty,  the  dif- 
poGtion,  as  well  at  the  fortune  of  all  human  beings,  was  fuppofed 
to  depend  upon  the  afpeft  of  the  Gars  at  the  time  thev  were  born, 
not  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  conceived.  M.  Mason. 
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The  fenate-houfe  of  planets  all  did  fit, 
To  knit  in  her  their  belt  perfedions. 3 


Perhaps  the  error  lie*  in  the  word  conceptions  and  inftend  of  i) 
we  ought  lo  Ttad  conctjjion.  The  meaning  will  then  be  obvinux, 
and  tfpecially  if  we  adopt  Mr.  M.  Mafon’s  fei.fe  of  the  ptepafuioa 
/ill.  — “Bring  in  { faji  Autiochut ) my  daughter  habited  like  a bride 
fnr  Jove  hitnfelf,  at  whofe  concejjion  (i.  e.  bv  whofe  gant  or  leave  ) 
xx  ime  bellowed  this  dowry  upon  her — it  4/Ve  flic  was  firuggliog; 
into  the  world,  the  plain rs  held  a confutation  how  they  fhould 
unite  in  her  the  uiraoft  pcrfedion  their  blended  influence  could 
bellow. " — It  fhould  be  obferved,  tl  at  the  piepc  ft. ion  at  fomeumes 
bgiiihcs  in  confeqvtncc  of.  Thus,  in  1 kt  Comtuy  of  Iirroit:  • / 

“ Whom  l made  lord  of  me,  and  all  1 had, 

“ At  your  important  letters.” 

This  chaugc  of  a word  allows  the  fenfe  for  which  Mr.  M.  Mafon 
contends,  and  without  his  fhange  fuppof.il,  that  by  her  conceptiq rr, 
was  meant  her  birth. 

The  thought  is  exprefTed  with  lefs  olfeurity  in  Kyng  Appofyn  of 

Tyre,  i5io:“ Fox  natute  had  pul  tiothyngc  in  oblyvyon  at 

the  fourminge  of  her,  but  as  a chef  operacyon  had  fet  her  in  the 
fy gilt  of  the  wotldc. *’  Stfevfns. 

In  lire  fpeteh  now  before  us,  the  words  I vKo/e  and  her  may,  I 
think,  refer  to  the  daughter  cf  Autiochus,  without  greater  licence 
than  is  taken  by  Shaklpeate  in  tnany  of  his  plays.  So,  in  Othello: 
44  Our  general  call  us  thus  early  for  the  love  of  his  Dtjdemcnm  : 
v kom  f i.  e our  general  J let  us  not  therefore  blame,  he  hath  not 
yet  made  wanton  ti  e night  with  her.”  1 think  the  conflru&ion  is, 
“ at  whole  conception  the  fenate-houfe  of  planets  all  did  fit.”  See. 
and  that  the  words,  44  till  Luciua  reign’d,  Nature,  ” fcc.  are  pareu« 
thcticil.  M A LONS. 

3 The  JenaU-  hov/e  of  planets  all  Aid  fit , 

To  tnit  in  her  their  btj  perJeBions.  ] I fufpefi  that  a thyme  was 
here  intended,  and  that  we  ought  lo  tranfpofc  the  words  in  thi* 
fccoud  line,  as  follows: 

1 r.e  Jtnate  hou/e  of  planets  all  did  Jit% 

Their  hrjl  prrjethons  in  her  to  knit. 

To  the  contagion  of  this  couplet  perhaps  we  owe  the  fubfequent 
hi  of  rhyming  in  which  Pericles  indulges  himfclf,  at  the  expence 
of  read;. * and  commentators. 

The  leading  thought,  indeed,  appears  to  have  been  adopted 
from  SidneyS  Arcadia , Book  II:  44  The  Jenale-hovJe  of  the  planets 
was  ai  uo  time  fo  J:t  for  the  decreeing  of  feijtflicn  in  a mao,”  &.c. 
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"Euler  the  daughter  oj  Antiochus, 

Pf.r.  See,  where  flic  comes,  appareli’d  like  the 
fpring, 

Graces  her  lubjecTs,  and  her  thoughts  the  king 
Of  every  virtue  gives  renown  to  men!4 

The  fentiment,  however,  is  cx^refled  with  Icfs  afleftatioa  in 
Julius  Ctrfst ; 

“ the  elements 

*l  So  mix'd  in  him,  that  nature  might  (land  tip*, 

••  And  fay  to  all  the  world.  This  was  a man." 

Steeveks. 

i Str  where  (Is  comrs,  Lr.  ] In  this  fpccch  of  Pericles,  a trauf* 
pofition  perhaps  ncecfTary.  We  might  therefore  read  : 

See  ivi?*e  Jht  cones  afparell'd  like  the  king, 

G’ates  her  Jubjefls,  and  her  thoughts  lb«  fpring 
OJ  every  vittue  8cc. 

Antiochus  had  commanded  that  his  daughter  fhould  be  clothed  in 
a manner  fuitable  to  the  bride  of  Jove  ; and  thus  drrffed  in  royal 
robe*,  flic  may  be  faid  fa  b«  apparelled  like  Ike  king. 

After  all,  I am  diflaiisfied  with  my  own  conjeflure,  and  cannot 
help  fufpetting  fomc  deep  corruption  in  the  words  of  Pcritlcs.  With 
what  propriety  can  a lady’s  Ikoughls  be  ftyled  — the  king  of  every 
virtue , &c.  ? Let  the  reader  exert  his  fagacity  on  this  occafion. — ^ 
In  a fubfequent  feene  Jupiter  is  called  the  king  cf  thoughts}  and  In 
King  Henry  IV.  Part  1.  Douglas  tells  Hotfpur  that  he  is  the  king  of 
honour ; but  neither  of  thefe  paflages  will  folvc  our  prefent  dif- 
ficulty, We  might  read: 

and  her  thoughts  fAcwlug 

Of  every  virtue,  be. 

for  in'  AlVt  well  that  ends  veil  we  have  u a virtue  of  a good 

T hat  every  virtue  may  borrow  rrirgs  (i.  e.  derive  alacrity ) from 
the  fentiments  of  a young,  beautiful,  and  virtuous  woman,  i*  a 
truth  that  cannot  be  denied.  Pericles,  at  this  ii. flint,  fiippoffts  the 
daughter  of  Antiochus  to  be  as  cood  as  Die  is  fair.  The  palTige 
indeed,  with  another  change  as  flight,  tnay  convey  as  obvious  a 
meaning. 

Sbe  comes  (fays  Pericles)  adorned  with  all  the  colours  of  the 
fpriug ; the  Graces  are  proud  to  enroll  ihemfelves  among  hot 
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Her  face,  the  book  of  praifes,  where  is  read 
Nothing  but  curious  pieafures,i>  as  from  thence 
Sorrow  were  ever  ras’d,8  and  tefty  wrath 


Subject;  and  the  king  (i.  e.  ihe  chief)  of  every  virtue  that  ennoble* 
humanity,  impre ^natc*.  her  mind  : 

Graces  her  fubjiRs , in  her  thoughts  the  ling 
Of  every  virtue  8cc. 

In  (bort,  (he  has  no  fuperior  in  beauty,  yet  ftill  (he  is  herfelf  under 
the  dominion  of  virtue. 

But  having  already  dated  my  belief  that  this  pafl'age  is  incurably 
depraved,  1 muft  now  add,  that  my  prefent  attempts  to  reftore  it 
•re,  even  in  my  own  judgement,  as  decidedly  abortive. 

Steeveni. 

* Her  face^  the  hook  #f  praifes,  where  is  read 

N sihtng  but  curious  plta/urrs , ] In  what  fenfe  a lady’s  face  can 
be  ftyied  a book  oJ  praifes  ( unlcfs  by  a very  forced  conGruGion  it 
be  underftood  to  mean  an  aggregate  of  what  is  praife  worth)]  I pto- 
fefs  my  inability  to  uoderftand. 

A feeraingly  kindred  thought  occurs  in  a MS.  play  entitled  Tit 
Second  Maiden  s Tragedy  : 

“ Tyrant.  Tby  honours  with  thy  daughter's  love  (hall  life* 
“ I (hall  read  thy  defervings  iu  her  eyes.’* 
u Helvetius.  O may  they  be  eternal  books  of  pleajurt 
44  To  Glow  you  all  delight."  Stievens. 

So,  in  Romes  and  Juliet: 

44  Read  o’er  the  volume  of  young  Paris  face% 

44  And  find  delight  wiit  there  with  beauty’s  pen.0 
Again,  in  Macbeth : 

44  Your  face,  my  thane,  is  as  a book , where  men 
44  May  read  Grange  matters.” 

Again,  in  Love’s  Labour’s  Lcjl : 

“ Study  his  bias  leavci,  and  makes  his  book  thine  eyes, 

44  Where  all  tbofc  pleafurts  live,  that  art  could  compicbend.’* 

The  fame  ima<*e  is  alfo  found  in  his  Rape  of  Lucrece  and  in 
Coriolanus.  Praifes  Is  here  ufed  for  beauties,  the  caufc  of  admiration 
and  praife.  Malone. 

So,  in  The  Elder  Brother , Charles  favs  of  Angelina, 

“ She  has  a face  looks  like  a Gory: 

14  The  Gory  of  the  heavens  looks  very  like  her.  ** 

M.  MasowJ 

* Sorrow  were  ever  ras'd , ] Our  author  has  again  this  cxprcflio» 
in  Macbeth  : 

“ Rajs  out  the  written  troubles  of  the  braia.  * 
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Could  never  be  her  mild  companion. 7 
Ye  gods  that  made  me  man,  and  fvvay  in  love, 

That  have  inflam’d  defire  in  my  bread, 1 
To  tafte  the  liuit  of  yon  cclcftial  tree, 

Or  die  in  the  adventure,  be  my  helps, 

As  I am  fon  and  fervant  to  your  will, 

To  compafs  fuch  a boundiefs  happinefs!* 

Ant.  Prince  Pericles, — — 

Pei',  That  would  be  Ion  to  great  Antiochus. 
Ant.  Before  thee  flauds  this  fair  Hefperides,  * 


The  fecond  quarto,  1619,  and  all  the  fubfequent  copies,  read  — 
tacit.  The  firft  quarto  — ra8e%  which  it  ouly  the  old  fpelling  of 
fat'd  i the  vcib  beiog  formerly  wiiucn  rare.  Thus,  in  Dldt 
of  Carthage , by  Marlowe  aud  Nallie,  1S94: 

“ But  I will  take  another  order  uow, 

“ And  race  the  eternal  icgifter  of  time.** 

The  metaphor  ia  the  preceding  line  — 

“ Her  face,  the  book  of  praifes,  ** 

{hews  clearly  that  this  was  the  author's  word.  Maloks. 

7 mm  — and  telly  wrath 

Could  never  it  her  mild  companion.]  This  is  a bold  expreftion  : — *1 
tefly  wrath  could  not  well  be  a mild  companion  to  any  one  ; but 
by  her  mild  companion,  Shdkfpcare  meant,  the  companion  oj  ker  mild - 
ntft.  M.  Mason. 

* That  have  inflam'd  defire  in  my  breajl , ] It  ihould  be  remembere4 
that  defire  was  fometimes  ufed  as  a uifyllaUc.  See  Vol.  XIX.  p. 
49,  ti.  8.  Malone. 

9 To  compafs  fuck  a boundiefs  kappintfs ! ] All  the  old  copies  hatro 
bondltft.  The  reading  of  the  text  was  furuifhed  by  Mr.  Rowe. 

Malone. 

a Before  tkee  /lands  tkis  fair  Hefperides,]  In  the  enumeration  of 
the  perfous  prefixed  to  this  drama,  which  was  firft  made  by  the 
editor  of  Shakfpcarc's  plays  in  1664,  and  copied  without  alteration 
by  Mr.  Rowe, the  daughter  of  Antiochus  is,  by  a ridiculous  m i flake, 
ealled  Hefperides.  an  error  to  which  this  lioe  feems  to  have  given 
aife.  — Slukfpearc  was  not  quite  accurate  in  his  notion  ef  the 
Htjpetides , but  he  certainly  never  intended  to  give  this  appellation, 
to  the  princcfs  of  Antioch;  for  it  appears  from  Love's  Labour' e 
i*/,  Ad  IV.  fccnc  the  laft,  that*  he  thought  Hefperides  was  the 
Bimc  ef  the  garden  in  which,  the  golden  apples  were  kept  j km 
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With  golden  fruit,  but  dangerous  to  be  touch’d; 
her  death-like  dragons  here  allnglu  thee  hard  : 

Her  face,  like  beavtn,  enticetn  mee  to  vievv 
A coundcfs  glory,  ' which  delcri  mull  gain: 

And  which,  without  defea  t,  becaufe  thine  eye 
Prefumes  to  reach,  all  thy  whole  heap  muft  die.'4 
Yon  fotneiirne  famous  princes,'*  like  thylelf, 
Drawn  by  report,  advent'ious  by  Ociitc, 

« 

which  fenfe  the  woid  is  certainly  ufed  in  the  paffage  now  before 
us : 

• For  valour,  is  not  love  a Hercules, 

Still  climbing  uccs  in  tlte  Htjftnde J?'* 

?n  the  ft. It  quarto  edition  of  this  play,  this  lad v is  only  called 
Antiocku*  daughter.  If  Shakfpcarc  haJ  wifhed  to  have  introduced 
a fctuale  name  derived  from  the  Ht foenua.  he  has  clfewhcrc  (hovm 
that  he  knew  how  fucb  a name  ought  to  be  formed  j for  in  As  yuti 
likt  it  mention  is  made  of  *•  the  priucels’  gentlewoman. ’’ 

Malone. 

8 A cnunilcfs  glorj,\  The  countiffs  glojy  of  a face,  feems  a harfh 
exi'clfion  •,  but  the  poet,  probably,  \%as  tluuking  of  the  ftars,  the 
cour.tlt/s  eyes  of  heaven,  as  he  calls  them  in  p.  26. 

Malone. 

Old  copy — Htr  countlefs  be.  I read  — “ A countlcfs  glory, — 
i.  c.  her  face,  like  the  firmament,  invites  you  to  a blaze  of  beauties 
too  iiumciou#  to  be  couuicd.  i u the  full  book  of  tbc  Corinthians, 

ch.  xv  : ** there  is  another  gluy  of  the  ftars.*' 

, SfErviM. 

*  all  thy  whole  heap  tnujf  die.]  i.  e.  thy  whole  mats  rnuft  be 

dcfliovcd.  lherc  fetms  to  have  beeu  an  oppofiliou  intended.  Thy 
whole  4m/,  1 iy  body,  muft  fuder  for  the  olieuce  of  a parl%  thine 
eye.  1 * c ;ord  tuli,  like  heay  iu  the  prefcul  paffage,  was  ufed  for 
hedy  h/SVkl'.earc  aud  bu  contemporaries.  See  Vol.XV,  p.  004,  11.  4. 

M A LOVE. 

The  old  copies  read—  all  the  whole  heap.  I am  anfwcrablc  for 
this  coneflion.  Ma LO'»C. 

* Yon  Jvmdine  famous  princes , kc.  J See  before  p.  i5,  n.  6. 

Malone. 

So,  in  Twine's  translation:  “ and  bis  head  was  fet  up  at 

the  g.»fe,  to  terrific  Others  that  fhoufd  co»ne,  who  beholding  th  ic 
the  picfeiu  i.n;ge  nf  death,  might  aduife  them  from  affavi.ig  any 
fuel.  danger.  fnifr  outrages  p«uchfed  ' A'.tioc  us,  to  thr  end  lie. 
uiigut  couunue  iu  filthy  iutcll  with  his  daughter.  ” $TELV£hS. 
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Tell  thee  with  fpcechlefs  tODgues,  and  femblance 
pale, 

That,  without  covering,  fave  yon  field  of  ftars,' 
They  here  Hand  martyrs,- flain  in  Cupid’s  wars; 
And  with  dead  cheeks  adviffc  thee  to  defill, ' 

For  going  on  death’s  net, 8 whom  none  refill. 

Pek.  Autiochus,  I thank  thee,  who  hath  taught 
My  frail  mortality  to  know  itfelf, 

And  by  thole  fearful  objefls  to  prepare 
This  body,  like  to  them,  to  what  l mull:* 

For  death  remember’d,  fliould  be  like  a mirror. 
Who  tells  us,  life’s  but  breath;  to  trufl  it,  error. 
I’ll  make  my  will  then  ; and  as  lick  men  do. 

Who  know  the  world,  fee  heaven,  but  feeling  woe,' 


5 — t without  covering,  fa vt  yon  Jitld  of  Jlart,  ] Thus,  Lttean, 
Lib.  VII  s 

“ ecclo  tegiiur  qui  non  habet  uroam.  ’*  Stifvenj. 

’ And  u ’ilk  dr  ad  cheeks  advift  the*  to  dtjijl,  J Thus,  iu  Romeo  and 
Juliet: 

“ think  upon  ihefe  gon«  j 

“ Let  them  affright  thee.**  SreivcMf. 

• For  fting  oti  deaths  ntt%  ] Thus  the  old  copies,  and  rightly. 
Ml.  Malone  would  read  — From  going  Ire.  but  fir  going  meant 
the  fame  as  for  fear  of  going.  So,  in  The  Two  Gentlemen  cf  Verona , 
Luctiia  fays  of  the  fragments  of  a letter: 

Vet  here  they  (ball  not  lie  for  catching  cold." 
t.  c .for  f ear  of  it.  See  Vol.  IV.  p.  i85,  n.  6. 

It  weie  eafy  to  fubjoin  a crowd  of  iuiUuccs  in  fupport  of  this, 
original  leading.  SrttVENS. 

I would  read  — in  death’s  net.  Pcrc*. 

9 like  to  ikea,  It j wkal  l mujl : j That  is,  to  prepare  this 

body  for  that  Hale  to  which  I mull  come-  Malone, 

• Who  know  Ike  worli,  Jet  keavtn%  but  fitting  woe,  8cc.  J The 
meaning  may  be — / uiil  til  as  Jick  min  do  j who  having  kid  t*- 
per  tenet  of  lit  pleafurts  of  tu  uorld , and  only  a vifionaiy  a::d  dijlanl 
f’ ojptcl  of  heaven,  have  i egWcUd  the  laitcr  for  the  former;  hut  at 
length  feeling  tkemfrhn  dt  xying,  grafp  no  longer  at  temporal  pleofures, 
hut  prepare  ial"<ly  fer  futurity.  Malone. 

Undone  has  juilly  explained  the  meaning  of  this  paffage,  but  bp 
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Gripe  not  at  earthly  joys,  as  erft  they  did; 

So  i bequeath  a happy  peace  to. you, 

And  all  good  men,  as  every  prince  fliould  do; 

Mv  riches  to  the  earth  from  wnence  they  came ; 
But  my  unfpotted  fire  of  love  to  you. 

[ To  the  daughter  o/Antiochus, 
Thus  ready  for  the  way  of  life  or  death, 

I wait  the  lharpeft  blow,  Antiochus, 

Scorning  advice. 

Ant.  Read  the  conclufion  then;3 

Which  read  and  not  expounded,  ’tis  decreed. 

As  thefe  before  thee,  thou  thyfclf  fhah  bleed. 
Daugh.  In  all,  fave  that,,  may’ll  thou  prove 
profperous ! 

In  all,  fave  that,  1 wilh  thee  happinels!4 


ha«  not  (hewn  how  the  words,  as  they  (land,  will  bear  that  meaning: 
So  f.e  amendment  appears  to  me  to  be  abfoluuly  uectHaiy,  and 
that  wnicn  I fhoutd  propofe  is  to  read. 

Who  now  in  the  world  Jet  keavtny  See. 

That  is  who  at  one  time  of  liieir  lives  find  heaven  in  the  plrafuret 
of  the  woild,  but  after  having  tailed  of  misfoi tune,  begin  to  be 
weaoed  fio.u  the  joys  of  it.  Were  we  to  make  a further  altera- 
tion. and  lead  — Jetk  kravtny  itiHead  of  — fee  heavtny  the  exprefhou 
would  be  Hronger;  but  that  is  not  ueccfTary.  M.  Ma.nON 

3 Read  Ike  tomlufion  tktn  ; ] This  and  the  two  following  lines  are 
giveu  in  the  firfl  quarto  to  Pericles;  and  the  word  Antidchus , which 
is  now  placed  in  the  margin,  makes  part  of  his  fpeecb.  There  cat^ 
be  no  doubt  that  they  beloog  to  Antiochus.  Malone. 

Tbcic  lines  in  the  old  copies  (land  as  follows: 

41  Thus  ready  for  the  way  of  life  or  death 
44  I wavtc  the  (harped  blow  ( Antiockus) 

44  Scorning  aduice;  read  the  couclufion  then: 

44  Which  lead  ” Sec. 

Unbrokeu  irienfurc,  as  well  as  the  fpirit  of  this  paffjge,  perhaps 
decide  in  favour  of  its  piefcnt  arrangement.  SrtcviN*. 

* J*  all,  favt  tkaty  Ike.)  Old  copy: 

Ol  all  f:id  yet,  may  Jl  thou  prove  pmfperous  ! 

Of  all  faid  yet,  l wijh  thee  kafpinejs ! 
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Per.  Like  a bold  champion,  I alTunae  the  lift*. 
Nor  aft.  advice  of  any  other  thought 
But  faithfuluefs,  and  courage. 5 

[He  reads  the  Riddle.*} 

I am  no  viper , yet  I feed 

On  mother' i Jle/h,  which  did  me  breed: 

‘Said  ii  here  apparently  contrafled  for  ajfay'd%  i.  e.  fried,  aU 
templed.  PtRCY. 

She  cannot  with  him  more  profperous.  with  refped  to  the  ex* 
poGlion  of  the  riddle,  than  the  other  perfooa  who  had  attempted  it 
before;  f »r  as  the  neccflary  confequeoce  of  his  expounding  it  would 
be  the  publication  of  her  own  (haroe,  wc  cannot  fuppoic  that  (he 
ihould  wi(h  him  to  faceted  in  that.  The  paflage  is  evidently  cor* 
xupt,  and  fbould  probably  be  correded  by  rcaaiug  the  lines  thus: 
In  4//,  fave  that,  may’Jl  thru  prove  profperous  ! 

In  4//,  fave  that,  / wijh  tin  happintjs !" 

Her  father  had  juft  fa  id  to  Pericles,  that  his  life  depended  on  his 
expounding  the  tiddlr  ; and  the  daughter,  who  feck  a regard  for 
the  Prince,  txprclf»s  it  by  deprecating  his  f;lc,  and  wifhing  linn 
fuccefs  in  every  thing  except  that.  She  wifhcs  that  he  ruay  not 
expound  the  riddle,  but  that  his  failing  to  do  lo  may  be  attended 
with  profpernus  confequenccs.  When  we  confidcr  how  licentious 
Shakfpeare  frequently  is  in  the  ufe  of  his  panicles,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  thought  neccflary  to  change  the  woid  if,  in  the  be> 
ginning  of  thefe  lines,  for  the  word  in.  There  is  uo  great  dif- 
ference in  the  traces  of  tnc  letters  between  / aid  aud  fave  ; and  the 
words  tiat  aud  yet  have  one  common  abbreviation,  vii.  )l. 

• M.  Mason. 

1 have  iuferted  Mr.  M.  Mafon's  conjedure  iu  the  text,  as 
it  ”ives  a more  reafonablc  turn  to  the  fpeech  than  lias  hitherto  been' 
fupplied  ; and  becaufe  it  is  natural  to  wi(h  that  the  only  words 
aftigued  to  this  lady,  might  have  fome  apt  and  determinate  meaning. 

Stievins. 

* Hot  a/k  advice  of  any  other  thought 

But  foithfulnefi  and  courage.  ] This  is  from  the  third  book  of 
Sidney's  Arcadia:  “ Whereupon  ajhing  advice  of  n»  other  thought 
hut  faithfulnejfe  and  courage,  be  prefently  lighted  from  his  own 
lioife,"  &c.  edit.  i633,  p.  a53,  Steevens. 

* He  reads  the  Riddle.  J The  riddle  is  thus  defeated  in  Gower: 


i 


sfi  PERICLES. 

I fought  a kufband,  in  which  labour, 

I f.und  that  kindntjs  in  a father.  5 
He's  father , [on , hufbnn  t mild, 

I mother,  wife , anc/  /(is  child. 

How  they  may  be,  and  yet  in  two. 

As  you  will  live,  refutve  it  you.' 

Sharp  phvfick  is  the  lafl:  ‘ but  O you  powers! 
That  give  heaven  coumlefs  eyes  to  view  men’s  a£ls,* 

**  Qnijttt  rtfis  Anthchi.—Sctlere  vehor,  m oternA  carne  vefcor , f Rfr$ 
pattern  mtum.  matris  mtt  virum,  vxaris  mfu : jUittm • 

“ Willi  ftlonie  I nn  upbore, 

“ I eic,  and  have  ii  not  forlore, 

“ My  mode'rt  £lc(H e whofe  tiuihonde 
**  My  fader  for  to  fecnc  I fonde,  , 

44  Which  is  tbc  ferine  eke  of  my  wife, 

“ Hereof  f am  inquilitife. 

44  Aud  who  that  cau  my  tale  favr, 

AIL  quite  lie  fhall  my  doughicr  have. 

14  Of  hit  aofwere  and  if  he  fail®, 

4*  He  (hall  be  dead  withoulen  faile.*’  Malone. 

* / ft  tight  a kufband,  in  which  labour, 

/ Jjund  that  itnfntfs  iu  a father.  ] The  defedive  rhyme  which 
labour  affords  to  father,  and  the  ohfcuritv  indeed  of  the  whole 
couplet,  induce  me  to  fuppofe  it  might  otigiually  liavc  Hood  thus: 
I Jnught  a kujbandi  in  u/hiei  rather 
I foun  t the  iindntft  of  a father. 

fa  which  (i.  e.  iu  whom,  for  this  pronoun  anciently  related  to 
petfous  as  well  as  things)  l lather  found  parental  than  marital  love. 

. Stievkns. 

1 As  you  will  live,  refolee  it  you.  ] This  duplication  is  couituon 
enough  it*  ancient  writers.  So,  in  King  Henry  IV.  Parti: 

44  I'll  driuk  uo  more,  for  no  man'i  plcafurc  1." 

Malokb. 

4 Sharp  phifich  is  the  lot:  ] i.  e.  the  intimation  in  the  lall  line 
of  the  ri  idle  that  his  life  depends  ou  refolving  it;  which  he  pro- 
perly enough  calls  Jharp  phyfch,  or  a biller  potion.  PERCY, 

} That  five  htarten  counttrfs  eyes  lo  view  men's  etfj,  J So,  in  A 
IliJfumaiei  Wight's  Dream: 

“ vho  more  engilds  the  night, 

u iu-a  ail  you  iicry  ocs  and  ya  oi  light."  Maloni, 
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Why  cloud  they  noti * 3 4  their  fights  perpetually, 

IT  this  be  true,  which  makes  me  pale  to  read  it? 
Pair  glais  of’light,  1 lov’d  you,  and  could  Hill, 

[ Takes  hold  of  the  hand  of  the  princefs. 
Were  not  this  glorious  calket  flor’d  with  ill: 

But  1 mult  tell  yon, — now,  my  thoughts  revolt; 
For  lie's  no  man  on  whom  perfeftions  wait, 

That  knowing  fin  within,  wilt  touch  the  gate. 
You’re  a lair  viol,  and  your  lenfe  the  firings  ; 
Who,  finger’d  to  make  man  his  lawful  mufick/ 
Would  draw  heaven  down,  and  all  the  gods  to 
hearken  ; 

But,  being  play’d  upon  before  your  time, 

Hell  only  uancetb  at  fo  harfli  a chime  : 

Good  footh,  1 cate  not  for  you. 

Ant.  Prince  Pericles,  touch  not,  upon  thy  life,5 6 
For  that’s  an  article  within  our  law, 

As  dangerous  as  the  refi.  Your  time’s  expir’d; 
Either  expound  now,  or  receive  your  feutence. 

i eountlrfs  eyes  — 

Why  cloud  they  not  — j So,  in  Macbelht 
— — ftars,  hide  your  fires, 
u Lit  not  light  fee,"  Sic.  Stekvfns. 

5 For  he's  no  min  on  u hsui  perJeRicns  wait,  ] Means  no  more 
*Jsao  — he's  no  honejl  man,  that  known  g,  kc.  Malone'. 

4 to  male  man  — ] i.-  e.  to  produce  for  mau,  See. 

Malone. 

6 Prince  Pericles , touch  not,  upon  thy  life , ] This  is  a Broke  of 
nature.  Ihc  iuccBuoos  kin£  cannot  bear  to  fee  a rival  (ouch  the 
baud  of  the  woman  he  loves.  Hisjealoufv  rcfetoblei  ibatoi  Antojjy  x 

4i  — to  let  him  be  familiar  with 

“ My  play-fellow,  your  hand  * this  kingly  fcal, 

“ Aud  plighier  of  high  hearts/*  Stlcvcns. 

Malefort,  in  Maflioger’s  Unnatural  Ccmlat , expreDTcs  the  like 
impatient  jealoufy,  when  Beaufort  touches  hi*  daughter  Ihcocriuc, 
*o  whom  he  was  betrothed.  M.  MasO.n* 


>S  PERICLES, 

Per.  Great  king. 

Few  love  to  hear  the  fins  they  love  to  a£t ; 
’Twould  'braid  yourfelf  too  near  for  me  to  tell  it.* 
Who  has  a book  of  all  that  monarcbs  do, 

He’s  more  fecure  to  keep  it  flint,  than  fhown  ; 
For  vice  repeated,  is  like  the  wand’ring  wind, 

El  ows  dull  in  others’  eyes,  to  fpread  i tfe If ; a 
And  yet  the  end  of  all  is  bought  thus  dear, 

The  breath  is  gone,  and  the  fore  eyes  fee  clear 
To  flop  the  air  would  hurt  them.6  The  blind  mole 
cads 

* For  vice  rotated , 11  lilt  tit  uiand' ring  wind. 

Blows  dv.fl  in  others'  rjn,  to  fpnod  it/tlf  j See.  ] That  is,  wkici 
blows  dull,  &c. 

The  raau  who  knows  of  the  ill  practices  of  princes,  is  unwife  if 
be  reveals  what  he  kna.ws  ; for  the  publilher  of  vicious  adions  re* 
{'enables  the  wind,  which,  while  it  paffes  along,  blows  dufl  into 
men's  eyes. — When  the  blaft  is  over,  the  eye  that  has  been  affeded 
by  the  dud,  fullers  no  farther  pain,  but  can  fee  as  clearly  as  before; 
fo  by  the  relation  of  criminal  ads,  the  eyes  of  mankind  ( though 
they  are  afiefled,  and  turn  away  with  horror,)  are  opened,  and  lee 
clearly  what  before  was  not  even  fufpeded  : but  by  expofing  the 

crimes  of  others,  the  relater  fuifeis  biusftlf;  as  the  breeze  pallet 
away,  fo  the  breath  of  the  informer  is  gone;  he  dies  for  his  te- 
enemy.  Yet,  to  flop  the  courfe  or  ventilation  of  the  air,  would 
hurt  the  eyes  ; and  to  prevent  informers  fiotn  divulging  the  crimes 
• f men  would  be  prejudicial  to  mankind. 

Such,  i thiuk,  is  the  meaning  of  this  obfeure  paflage. 

Malone. 

* The  breath  is  gone , and  the  fore  eyes  fee  clear 

To  Jop  the  air  would  hurt  them,  j Malone  has  miflaken  the 
meaniag  of  this  part  of  the  fpeech  of  Pericles: — There  fhould  be 
no  flop  after  the  word  c/*«r,  that  line  being  ncceflarily  conneded 
with  the  following  words  ; and  the  meaning  is  this  : “ The  breath 
is  gone,  and  the  eyes,  though  fore,  fee  clear  enough  to  flop  for  tbf? 
future  the  air  that  would  annoy  them." 

Malone  fuppofes  the  fentence  to  end  with  the  firft  of  thefe  lines, 
and  makes  the  other  a general  political  aphorifm,  not  perceiving 
that,  “ to  flop  the  air  would  hurt  them  ;**  means  only  to  ••  flop 
the  air  that  would  hurt  them  the  pronoun  being  omitted  j au 
citiplis  frequent  not  only  in  poetry,  but  in  profe* 

Pericles  means  only,  by  this  fimiliiudc,  to  fliew  the  danger  •£ 
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Copp’d  hills 7 towards  heaven,  to  tell,  the  earth  ii  * 
wrong’d 

By  man's  oppreliion  ;*  and  the  poor  worm  doth  die 
for’t.  » 

Kings  are  earth’s  gods : in  vice  their  law’s  their 
will ; 

And  if  Jove  ftray,  who  dares  fay,  Jove  doth  ill? 

It  is  enough  yon  know;  and  it  is  fit, 

What  being  more  known  grows  worfe,  to  fmothcr 
it. 

All  love  the  womb  that  their  firfl  being  bred. 

Then  give  my  tongue  like  leave  to  love  my  head. 


revealing  the  crimes  of  princes;  for  as  they  feel  thetnfelves  hurt  by 
the  publication  of  their  fhame,  they  will,  of  courfc,  prevent  x 
repetition  of  it,  by  deftroying  the  peifon  who  divulged  it:  Hx 

purfues  the  fame  idea  in  the  inftance  of  the  mole,  and  coucludet 
with  requeding  that  the  king  would 

“ Give  his  tongue  like  leave  to  love  his  bead." 

That  is,  that  he  would  not  force  his  tongue  to  fpeak  what,  if 
fpoken,  would  prove  his  defltutlion. 

in  the  fccond  feene  Pericles  fays,  fpeaking  of  the  King: 

“ And  what  may  make  him  blulh  in  being  known, 

“ He'll  Jlop  the  iourft  by  which  it  might  be  known.  ** 

Which  contirmr  mv  explanation.  M.  Mason. 

1 Copp’d  kill* — ] i.  e.  riling  to  atop  or  head.  Copprd  Hall* 
in  Eflex,  was  fo  named  from  the  lofty  pavilion  on  the  roof  of  the 
old  houfe,  which  has  been  (ince  pulled  down.  The  upper  tire  of 
mafonry  that  covers  a wall  is  hill  called  the  topping  or  coping. 
High-crowncd  hats  were  anciently  called  to/atain  bats. 

Stievens. 


* — . the  earth  is  wrong'd 

By  o»«w\j  epprej/ion;  ] Old  copies — throng'd.  For  this  change 
1 am  anfwcrable.  STE EVENS. 

• and  the  poor  worm  doth  die  for't  ] I fuppofe  he  means  to 

call  the  mole , ( which  fuiferi  in  its  attempts  to  complain  of  man’s 
injufiice  ) a poor  worm,  as  a terra  of  commiferation.  Thus,  in  Tko 
Ttmpefti  Profpero  fpeaking  to  Miranda,  fays, 

44  Peorwor m!  thou  art  infeded." 

The  mole  remains  fecure  till  he  has  thrown  up  thofe  hillocks, 
which,  by  pointiog  out  the  courfe  he  is  puifuing,  enable  the  ver- 
mift-hunter  to  catch  him.  Stekvens. 
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Ant.  Heaven,  that  I had  thy  head!1  lie- has 
found  the  meaning; — 

But  I will  gloze  with  him.  ' [ A fide.  ] Young  prince 
of  I yre, 

Though,  by  the  tenour  of  our  flri£l  edift,* 

Your  expofition  milinterpreting,"’ 

YVe  might  proceed  to  cancel  of  your  days  ; J 
Yet  hope,  fucceeding  from  fo  fair  a tree 


* H raven , fiat  I had  t\y  head!]  The  fpeaker  may  either  mean 
to  fay,  0 , that  1 had  tkf  ingenuity ! or,  (\  that  I had  thy  head , 
fever'd  from  thy  tody!  The  latter,  I believe,  is  the  weanin'!- 

Malone. 

s But  I mill  ghzc  milk  kin.  1 So,  Govcr: 

“ The  kinge  was  woudre  forie  tho, 

“ And  thought,  if  that  he  faid  it  oute, 

44  Then  were  he  framed  all  aboute  : 

44  With  file  u Ordrs  and  with  Jtlle 

44  He  fayth : My  fonne  1 ihall  thee  telle, 

44  Though  that  thou  be  of  littcl  witte,*’  &c.  MALOKZ. 

* our  Jhifl  tdiii , ] The  old  copy  ha;  — your  ftii&  ediih 

Coricfted  in  the  folio.  MALONP, 

5 Tour  expofition  mifinterfreii ng,  ] Your  expofition  of  the  riddle 

being  a miftaken  one;  not  interpreting  it  rightly.  Malone 

fi  — to  cancel  of  your  days;}  The  quarto,  ifiog,  reads  — to 
eovufrt  of  your  days;  which  may  mean,  to  deliberate  hem  Jong  you 
fl'-aii  he  permitted  to  live.  But  I believe  that  eounfel  was  merely  an 
error  of  the  prrfs,  which  the  editor  of  the  folio,  1664,  torrefied 
by  reading  to  cancel  off  your  days  The  fubClitution  of  cjf  for  of 
is  unnecefTary  j far  iancel  may  have  been  ufed  as  a fuboantivc. 
HV  might  proceed  to  the  cancellation  or  deftrudion  of  m;r  life. 
Siiakfpcarc  ufes  the  participle  conceit'd  in  the  feufe  required  here, 
iu  his  Rape  of  Lverece , 1^94  : 

. 4‘  An  expir'd  date,  toncell'd  ere  well  begun.” 

The  following  line*  in  Ring  Richard  111 . iikewife  coo  firm  the 
reading  that  has  been  chofen : 

14  Cancel  his  bond  of  life,  dear  God,  I pray, 

44  That  I may  live  to  fay,  the  dog  is  dc.-’d.”  Malone. 

To  omit  the  article  was  formerly  a prafticc  not  uncommon.  So, 
in  Titus  Andronicus  ? “ Afccud,  fair  queen,  Pantheon,"  i.  e.  tha 
Pantheon.  Stesvkjcs. 

Again,  in  King  Lean 

*4  Hoi  qucftiifts  after  him,  met  him  at  gale,'*  Melons. 
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As  your  fair  felf,  doth  tune  ns  othcrvvifc: 

Forty  days  longer  vve  do  relpite  you;7 
If  by  which  time  our  fecret.be  undone, 

This  mercy  (hows,  we’ll  joy  in  fuch  a fon: 

And  until  then,  your  entertain  (hall  be, 

As  doth  befit  our  honour,  and  ydur  worth.* 

[ Exeunt  Antiochus,  his  daughter,  and  Attend. 

Per.  How  courtely  would  feem  to  cover  fin  ! 
Wb  en  what  is  done  is  like  an  hypocrite, 

The  which  is  good  in  nothing  but  in  fight. 

If  it  be  tme  that  l interpret  falfe. 

Then  were  it  certain,  you  were  not  fo  bad. 

As  with  foul  inccfl  to  abufe  your  foul  ; 

Where  now  you’re  both  a father  and  a fon,s 

7 Forty  days  huger  we  do  rtffilt  you ; ] In  The  Gtjla  Itomanorum^ 
Cenjejjio  Amantis^  and  The  Htjlory  ef  Kin g Apfolyn,  thirty  days  only 
are  allowed  lor  the  foiutioo  of  t1  is  qucfl'On.  Il  is  difficult  to 
account  for  this  minute  variation,  but  by  fuppofing  that  our  author 
copied  fome  tranQation  of  the  Gejla  Jltmanorun  bitheno  undif- 
covered.  Malone. 

It  is  thirty  days  in  Twine's  tTanflation.  Forty , as  I have 
©bferved  in  a note  on  fome  other  play  (I  forget  which)  was  the 
familiar  term  when  the  number  to  be  mentioned  was  not  of  aritb* 
metical  importance.  Steeven.s. 

8 — ■ --  four  entertain  Jhall  be. 

As  doth  btjt  Our  honour , and  jour  worth.  ] I have  no  doubt  but 
that  thefe  two  lines  were  intended  to  rhyme  together  in  oaf 
author’s  copy,  where  originally  they  might  have  flood  thus  : 

- — your  entertain  Jhall  be. 

As  doth  bejit  our  honour , your  degree. 

Or, 

As  doth  our  honour  ft  and  your  degree. 

So,  in  King  Richard  III.  Att  III.  fc.  vit : 

“.Bett  my  degree^  and  your  condition.” 

Steivinj. 

9 Where  nou>  you're  both  a father  and  a Jon.  ] Where  % in  this 
place,  has  the  power  of  whereas.  So,  in  The  Two  Gentlemen  of 
p'erona  : 

44  And  where  f thought  the  remnant  of  mine  age 
14  Should  have  been  cherifh'd  by  her  childlike  duty, 

44  I am  now  full  refolv’d  to  take  a wife.”. 
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S. 

By  your  untimely  clafpings  with  your  child, 
(Which  pleafure  fits  an  hufband,  not  a father;) 
And  flie  an  eater  of  her  mother’s  flelh. 

By  the  defiling  of  her  parent’s  bed; 

And  both  like  ferpentsare.  who  though  they  feed 
On  Iweetelt  flowers,  yet  they  poifon  breed. 
Antioch,  farewell!  for  wifdom  fees,  thole  men 
Blufh  not  in  a&ions  blacker  than  the  night, 

Will  fhun  no  couile  to  keep  them  from  the  light.4 
One  fin,  1 know,  another  doth  provoke; 

Murder's  as  near  to  lull,  as  flame  to  fmoke. 

Poifon  and  trealon  are  the  hands  of  fin. 

Ay.  and  the  targets  to  put  off  the  fhame  : 

Then,  lcfl  my  life  be  cropp’d  to  keep  you  clear,* 
By  flight  I’ll  lhun  the  dauger  which  1 fear.  [£x>7. 

% 

Wkrre  ( and  with  the  fame  meaning)  occur*  again  in  Ad  II* 

fc.  iii.  of  this  play  : 

* Where  now  hit  fnn*s  a glow-worm”  &:c.  SntVBNS. 

* for  uijdcm  Jen,  thaft  men 

b ujh  not  in  etUont  blacker  than  the  night, 

IVt// fhun  no  ecurfe  to  keep  them  from  the  light.]  All  the  old 
copies  read — will  Jhtve — , but  Jhtw  is  evidently  a corruption.  The 
word  that  I have  ventured  to  infert  in  the  text,  in  its  place,  was 
fuggrftcd  by  thefe  lines  in  a fnbfequent  fccnc,  which  appear  to 
me  Uronglv  to  fupport  this  emeudation: 

“ And  what  may  make  him  blujh  in  being  known, 

14  He’ll  Jlop  the  com  ft  by  which  it  might  be  known.** 

We  might  read  J cheu>  for  ejekew,  if  there  were  any  inftance  of 
fuel)  an  abbreviation  being  ufed. 

I he  cxprcffion  is  here,  as  iu  many  places  in  this  play,  elliptical: 
Jorvifavm  Jets,  that  fio/r  who  do  not  blujh  to  commit  aQions  blatter 
Ikon  the  flight,  vill  not  Jhun  any  courje,  in  order  to  prejerve  them  from 
btir-g  ’fiade  put  lick.  Malom. 

' to  keep  you  clear,  j To  prevent  any  fufpicion  from  falling 

on  )qu.  So,  in  Macbetk  : 

“ — always  thought,  that  l 

44  Require  a cltarnejs,1'  Malonb. 
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Re-enter  AntIochus. 

Ant.  He  hath  found  the  meaning,4  for  the  which 
we  mean 
To  have  his  head. 

He  mufl  not  live  to  trumpet  forth  my  infamy, 
Nor  tell  the  world,  Antiochus  doth  lin 
In  fuch  a loathed  manner: 

And  therefore  infiantly  this  prince  mull  die; 

For  by  his  fall  my  honour  mull  keep  high. 

Who  attends  on  us  there? 

Enter  Thaiiard.5 

That..  Doth  your  higbriefs  call? 

Ant.  Thaiiard,  you’re  of  our  chamber,0 and  our 
mind 

Partakes  her  private  actions 7 to  yoor  fecrefv; 

And  for  your faithfulnefs  we  will  advance  yon. 
Thaiiard,  behold,  here’s  poilon,  and  here’s  gold  ; 
We  hate  the  prince  of  lyre,  and  thou  mult  kill 
him ; 

* He  lath  ffivnd  t\e  meaning,  ] So,  in  Twine’s  bonk  : u Apol- 
lonius printe  of  l yre  hath  found  out  the  folution  of  tny  queflion  ; 
wherefore  take  (hipping"  kc.  Srr.kve>5. 

*  Thaiiard.  ] This  name  is  fomewhat  corrupted  from 

ThaliauA,  1.  e.  ThaliarcAui,  as  it  Hands  in  Twine's  tranflaiioo. 

S r FFVENS, 

r’  Thaiiard , yen  re  oj  our  chamber , &c.  ] So,  in  Twines  tranfla- 
fion  : 44  Thaliarciius,  the  only  faithfull  and  ruftie  tninifter  of  my 
fcctcTs"  See.  The  reft  of  the  feenc  is  formed  on  the  fame  original. 

Steevens* 

7 Partakes  her  private  afliorts  — ] Our  author  in  The  Winter'd 

Tale  ufes  the  word  partake  in  an  aflivc  fenfe,  for  participate  t 

4t  your  exultation 

44  Partake  to  every  one,'*  MAlONt. 

Vol.  XX.  D 
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It  fits  thee  not  to  afk  the  reafon  why, 

Becaufe  we  bid  it.  Say,  is  it  done  ? 3 

Thal.  My  lord* 

'Tis  done. 

Enter  a Meflcnger. 

Ant.  Enough; 

Left  yonr  breath  cool  youTfelF,  telling  your  haftc* 
Mtss.  My  lord,  prince  Pericles  is  fled. 

[£xh  MefTenger. 

Ant.  As  thou 

Wilt  live,  fly  after:  and  as' an  arrow,  {hot 
From  a well-expetienc’d  archer,  hits  the  inatk 
His  eye  doth  level  at,  fo  thou  ne’er  return, 

LInlefs  thou  fay,  Prince  Pericles  is  dead. 

1 hal.  My  lord,  if  I 

Can  get  him  once  within  my  piftol’s  length. 

I’ll  make  him  lure:  fo  farewell  to  your  highnefs. 

L Exih 


* is  it  dcnet]  We  might  point  differently : 

It  Jits  thee  not  to  aji  the  itajon  why  : 

Btcaujt  t vt  bid  it , Jay  is  it  dons  ? Mai  on*. 

* Left  your  breath  Lc.  ] Old  copy— 

Lcljtt r breath  cool  yourfetj,  ttllingyour  hajte. 

This  paftagc  is  little  better  than  noulcnfc,  ai  it  Hands,  anj 
evidently  require!  amendment. — The  words  .ire  addreffed,  not  to 
the  Mtffengcr,  but  to  Thaliaid,  who  bat  toid  the  King*  that  he- 
may  cot. Oder  Pcriclci  ai  already  dead;  to  which  the  King  replies ^ 
Enough  i 

Left  your  breath  cool yourfelft  telling ycu  hafle. 

That  is,  “ Say  no  mote  of  it,  left  your  breath,  in  defertbinf* 
your  alacrity,  fhould  cool  your  ardour.’*  The  word*  lei  and  lejt 
might  cnftly  have  been  confouuJcd.  M.  Mason. 

See  ( tor  inftancci  of  the  tame  typographical  error, } Vol.  XIX, 

p.  367.  n.  3.  SlLEVF.N?, 

7 as — ] Thai  the  folio.  The  quarto  reads — and  lit* 

an  an  out,  Maluni. 


:ed  by  Google 


PRINCE  OF  TYRE 


3$ 


Ant.  Thaliard,  adieu ! till  Pericles  be  dead, 
My  heart  can  lead  no  i'ucccur  to  my  head,*  [Exit, 


SCENE  II. 

Tyre.  A Room  in  the  Palace,' 
inter  Pericles,  Helicanus,  and  oilier  Lords. 

Per.  Let  none  diflurb  us:  Why  this  charge  of 
thoughts  ? 8 

* My  heart  can  lend  no  fur c our  to  my  head.]  So,  the  Kiog  it> 
Hamlet: 

44  . (ill  1 know  ’tis  done, 

44  How  ere  in y haps,  cay  joys  were  ne’er  began.” 

Malokc, 

*  Why  this  charge  of  thoughts?]  [Old  copy  — why 

fhould  kc.]  The  quarto,  1G09,  rebels — chdge.  The  emendation 
was  fuggeited  by  Mr.  Stecvcus.  The  folio  1664,  for  chage  fub- 
flitutcd  change.  Change  is  printed  for  charge  in  At  you  like  ilt 
1623,  Ad  I.  fc.  ill.  aud  in  Coriolantts,  Ad  V.  fc.  iii. 

Thought  was  formerly  ufed  iu  the  fenTe  of  melancholy.  Seo 
Vol.  XVIII.  p.  334,  n.  7.  Malone. 

In  what  refped  are  the  thoughts  of  Pericles  changed?  I would  „ 

read  44 charge  of  thoughts,”  i.  e.  weight  of  them,  burthenj 

preffure  of  thought.  So  aiterwards  in  this  pl^y: 

41  Patience,  good  hr,  even  for  this  charge.'* 

The  firft  copy  reads  chdge. 

Although — though lt  in  the  fmgular  number,  often  means  mt * 
lanckoly , in  the  plural,  I believe,  it  is  never  employed  with  that 
ftgniiuation.  Stlkvens. 

Change  of  thoughts,  it  feems  was  the  old  reading,  which  I thick 
preferable  to  tbe  amendment.  By  change  of  Ihovghis  Pericles  mcaus, 
that  change  in  the  difpobtion  of  his  mind  --  that  unufual  ptopenlity 
to  melancholy  aud  cares,  which  he  afterward*  deferibes,  and  which 
made  his  body  pine,  and  bis  foul  to  languid).  There  appears, 
however,  to  be  an  error  in  the  paliage  ; we  fhould  leave  out  the 
word  fhould , which  injures  both  tbe  feufc  and  the  metre,  ami  read 
Let  none  difnb  us:  uhj  this  change  of  thoughts? 

M.  Mason, 

D e 
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The  fad  companion,  dull-ey’d  melancholy,'" 

By  tu-e  fo  us'd  a guefl  is,  not  an  hour, 

In  the  day’s  glorious  walk,  or  peaceful  night, 
(The  tomb  where  grief  fhould  Deep,)  can  breed  me 
quiet ! 

♦ Here  pleafures  court  mine  eyes,  and  mine  eyes  fhun 

, them, 

And  danger,  which  I feared,  is  at  Antioch, 

YVhofe  arm  fcems  far  too  fhort  to  hit  roe  here: 

Yet  neither  pleafure’s  art  can  joy  my  fpirits. 

Nor  yet  the  other’s  diflancc  comfort  me. 

Then  it  is  thus:  the  pailions  of  the  mind. 

That  have  their  firft  conception  by  inil-dread, 
Have  after-nonrifhment  and  life  by  care; 

And  what  was  firft  but  fear  what  might  be  done,^ 
Grows  elder  now,  and  cares  it  be  not  done.4 
And  fo  with  me; — the  great  Antiochus 
{’Gainft  whom  l am  too  little  to  contend, 

Since  he’s  fo  great.5  can  make  his  will  his  aft.) 

W ill  think  me  fpcakitig,  though  I fwear  to  filcnce; 
Nor  boots  it  me  to  fay.  I honour  him,6 

* The  fad  companion , dull-ey’d  melancholy,]  So,  in  The  Coned} 
if  £r?  oti : 

“ Sweet  recreation  barr’d,  what  doth  enfue 
41  Bui  mood?  and  dull  Melancholy, 

44  K. mf m an  to  fciicn  and  corofoiilcfs  defpair?"  Malone. 

dull-evd  melancholy ,]  The  fame  compound  epithet  occurs 

in  The  Merchant  oj 

“ I'll  not  be  made  a foft  and  dull-ey'd  fool.”  Steevens. 

• 3 — — - hut  fear  xuhat  might  he  done,]  But  fear  of  what  might 

happen#  Malone, 

*  and  carft  it  he  not  done,]  And  malts  provifion  that  it  may 

not  he  done.  Malone. 

$ Since  he's  fo  great,  ] Perhaps  we  fhould  read— 

Since  he,  fo  great,  8cc. 

otherwife  the  latter  part  of  the  line  will  be  elliptical.  Stfevens, 

0 to  fojy  1 honour  him,]  Him  was  fupplied  by  Mr,  Rowg 

for  the  lake  of  the  metre.  Malq.ne. 
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If  he  fufpe#  I may  difhonour  him: 

And  what  may  make  him  blufh  in  being  known. 
He’ll  flop  the  courfc  by  which  it  might  be  known; 
W ith  hoflile  forces  he’ll  o’erfpread  the  land. 

And  with  the  oftent  ofwar will  look  fo  huge/ 
Amazement  fliall  drive  courage  from  the  Hate; 

Our  men  be  vanquifh’d,  e’er  they  do  refift, 

And  fubje&s  punifh’d,  that  ne’er  thought  offence: 
Which  care  of  them,  not  pity  ofmyfelf, 

Who  ain  no  more  but  as  the  tops  of  trees, 

(Which  fence  the  roots  they  grow  by,  and  defend 
them,) 

Makes®  both  my  body  pine,  and  foul  to  languifhj 
Andpunifh  that  before,  that  he  would  punilh. 

J 

P And  with  the  oftent  ire.  ] Old  copies — 

And  with  the  ftent  of  war  u til  look  fo  huge. 

Should  not  this  be. 

And  with  th*  oftent  of  war  See.  ? Tyrwhitt. 

The  emendation  made  by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  is  confirmed  by  9 
paQTage  in  The  Merchant  of  Venice: 

“ Like  one  well  ftudied  in  a fad  ojent , 

**  To  pleafe  his  grnndam." 

Again,  in  Kin[  Richard  ll  : 

“ With  ojtentation  of  defpifed  arms Malone,  # 

5 Which  care  of  them , Sec.  ] Old  copy — 

Which  cart  of  Mero,  not  fit)  of  nj[tJ% 

{ Who  once  no  more  hut  as  the  topi  of  trees. 

Which  fence  the  roots  they  pour  h)%  and  defend  them 
Makes  See. 

I would  read — Who  amno  more  See.  Farmer. 

Pericles  means  to  compare  the  head  of  a kingdom  to  the  upper 
branches  of  a tree.  As  it  is  the  office  of  the  latter  to  fereeu  the 
loots  they  grow  by,  fo  it  is  tfie  duly  of  the  former-  to  protect  bit 
fubjefts,  who  are  no  lets  the  fupporlers  of  bis  dignity. 

Stefvens* 

Onee  more,  muft  have  been  a corruption.  I formerly  thought 
the  poet  might  have  wri-ten  Who  owe  no  more , but  am  oow  per- 
il) :ded  that  he  wrote,  however  ungrammatically — Who  want«  na 
Ci out  t.  4.  which  JtlJ  wants  uo  uaoie  ; has  no  other  wilh  or 

H S 
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I.  Lord.  Joy  and  all  comfort  in  yoor  facred 
bread! 

a.  Lord.  And  keep  your  mind,  till  you  return  t* 
us, 

Peaccfu'  and  comfortable! 

Bel.  Peace,  peace,  my  lords,  and  give  experience 
tongue. 

Tbev  do  abufe  the  king,  that  flatter  him  : 

For  flattery  is  the  bellows  blows  up  fin  ; 

The  thing  the  which  is  flatter'd,  but  a fpark, 

To  which  that  breath  gives  heat  and  flronger  glow- 
ing;9 

Whereas  reproof,  obedient,  and  in  order. 

Fits  kings,  as  they  are  men,  for  they  may  err. 
When  fignior  Sooth  ’ here  does  proclaim  a peace 
Fie  flatters  you,  makes  war  upon  your  life : 

Prince,  pardon  me,  or  ftrike  me,  ifyoupleafe; 

1 cannot  be  much  lower  than  my  knees. 

Peh.  All  leave  us  elfc  ; but  let  your  cares  o’er- 
look 

defire,  but  to  proted  its  fubjefl*.  The  tranferiber**  ear,  I fup- 
pole,  deceived  biro  in  this  as  iu  various  other  inflancei.  It  fhould 
bo  remetsbeicd  that  ft  If  was  formerly  ufed  as  a fubtiaotive,  and. 
is  fo  ufed  at  this  djy  by  perfous  of  an  inferior  rank,  who  fre- 
quently fay — his  /<if.  t Hence,  I fuppofe,  the  author  wrote  wants 
rather  than  vant.  Malone. 

* T (>  fe  w*  that  breath  itc.  ] i.  e.  the  breath  of  flattery.  The  old 
emu  reads— 1‘ at  fpt’k;  the  word,  (as  Mr.  Steevens  has  obfervtd,* 
bi..ng  accidentally  icpeatcd  by  the  compofitor.  He  would  read  — 
Out  oft »d  Malone 

This  paffige  frems  to  be  corrupt,  as  it  (lauds,  aod  the  feufo 
requites  uut  we  fhould  read,  * 

1%  a tif  4 that  Llaii  givts  heal  and  Jrongir  ghwing, 

Steevrus  agrees  with  me  in  the  ncreflity  pf  foioe  aincodmeut,  but 
propofc*  to  read  Windy  which  I think  uot  fo  proper  a word  as 

M.  Mason. 

* Wh*a  fig'iiuf  Soatk — ] A near  kinfman  of  this  gentleman  it 
rne-Ttione  J m fKt  Winter's  fait:  “ . and  his  pond  Efli'd  by 
next  neighbour,  by  fit  Smile,  hi*  neighbour,’* 
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What  fhipping,  and  what  lading’s  in  onr  haven, 
And  then  return  to  us.  [Exeunt  Lords.]  Helicanus, 
thou 

Had  moved  us:  what  feeft  thou  in  our  looks? 
Hel.  An  angry  brow,  dread  lord. 

Per.  IF  there  be  fuch  a dart  in  princes’  frown* •*. 
How  durft  thy  tongue  move  anger  to  our  face  ? 
Hel.  How  dare  the  plants  look  up  to  heaven^ 
from  whence 

They  have  their  nourifhment  P5 

Per.  Thon  know’ft  I have  power 

To  take  thy  life. 

Hel.  [ Kneeling.  ] I have  ground  the  axe  myfelf; 
Do  you  but  flrike  the  blow. 

Per.  Rife,  pr’ythee  rife; 

Sit  down,  fit  down;  thou  art  no  flatterer: 

J thank  thee  for  it;  and  high  heaven  forbid, 

That  kings  fhould  let  their  cars  hear  their  fault* 
hid! 4 


• How  dart  lit  plant*  look  vp  to  haven,  frill  telnet 

They  have  their  r.curij/.mer.l  ? ) Thu*  the  qnarto  1609.  Mf> 
V&owc  8cc.  read. 

How  dare  the  planets  look  n/fun/n  heaven 
From  u hence  they  hate  their  nrurijhmentt 
It  would  puzzle  a philofoplier  to  afeertain  the  quality  of  planetar^ 
fiou riflment,  or  to  difeover  how  planets,  which  arc  already  iu  heaven, 
can  be  £aid  to  look  up  to  iu  Sufveni. 

4 Thai  kings  Jhould  let  their  ears  hear  their  faults  lid  l]  Heaven 
forbid,  that  kings  fhould  flop  their  cars,  and  fo  prevent  them  from 
Rearing  their  fecrcl  faults!— -To  let  formerly  figoified  to  hinder. 

So,  in  Hamlet : 

•*  By  heaven  I’ll  make  a ghoft  of  him  that  lets  me.*' 

Again,  in  Tanned  and  Gifmvnd,  15.91: 

“ Nor  bafe  fufpefk  of  aught  to  let  his  fait."  Malonv. 

I am  not  clear  but  that  let  is  here  ufed  id  it*  ordinary  fenfe, 
••  Foibid  it,  heaven  (fays  Pericles)  that  kings  fhould  ftjfer  thfiij 
yn  to  bear  their  failings  palliated  1’*  Holt  Whiti, 


PERICLES, 


Fit  connfellor,  and  fervant  for  a prince. 

Who  bv  thy  wifdom  mak’fl  a prince  thy  fervant, 
What  vvould’ft  thou  have  me  do? 

Hu..  With  patience  bear 

Such  griefs  as  yon  do  by  upon  yourfelf. 

i er.  I hon  fpeak’il  like  a pliyfician,  Uclicanus; 
Who  ininifler’ft  a potion  unto  me, 

That  thou  would’lt  tremble  to  receive  thyfelf. 
Attend  me  then:  I went  to  Antioch, 

Where,  as  thou  know’ft,5  agaiuft  the  face  of  death, 
I fought  the  purchafe  of  a glorious  beauty. 

From  whence  an  iffue‘  I might  propagate, 
llring  arms  to  princes,  and  to  fubjc&s  joys.r 


1 Where,  as  theu  know' ft,  8cc.]  MaTonc  obferve*  that  whereat  is 
frequently  ufed  by  the  old  diamatick  writers,  in  (lead  of  where, 
and  be  is  certsiuU  right;  but  the  obfervation  i*  not  to  the  purpofe 
on  the  prefeut  orcaiion;  for  the  word  whereas  does  not  really 
occur  in  this  paflage,  wbicn  ihould  be  printed  aud  poiuled  thus: 
/ wen l to  Antioch , 

When,  as  thou  knew'  A,  again  fl  the  fate  oj  death, 

7 fought  the  pnrthaft  of  a flat  in  us  beauty . 

Where  is  more  ficqucully  uled  tor  whereas , but  not  in  this  place. 

Nl.  Mason. 

* From  whence  an  ijf.it — ] From  whence  I might  propagate  an 
|ffue.  that  are  arms,  &c  Malonf. 

7 From  when ee  an  iffue  / might  pr  opagnte. 

Bring  a ms  to  princes,  and  trr  fuljtfts  joys.  ] Old  copy  : 

Are  arroi  to  primes  ami  bring  jn^s  to  fuhjeHs, 

I once  imagined  t»  at  a line  was  wanting  to  complete  the  fenfe  of 
this  paffjge,  aud  that  the  deficiency  might  be  fupplicd  as  follows: 

■ - — a g!cfious  beauty. 

From  whence  an  rjju  I as ignt  propagate  f 
For  royal  progeny  arc  general  blc  flings, 

Bring  a>ms  to  P'inces , and  to  Jubje&s  joy. 

Her  face  &c. 

Influenced,  however,  bv  the  fuhfequeot  remark  of  Mr.  M.  Mafon, 
I have  recovered  the  fenfe  for  which  lie  contends,  by  omitting  one 
word  in  the  corrupted  line,  and  traufpoGng  others.  Steevfns. 

Thr  meaning  of  t is  pa Gage  is  clearly  this:  From  whence  I 

might  propagate  fucti  iffue,  as  bring  additional  ftrcugth  to  princes, 
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Her  face  was  to  mine  eye  beyond  all  wonder ; 

The  reft  (hark  in  thine  ear,)  as  black  as  inccft  ; 
Which  by  my  knowledge  found,  the  (Infill  lather 
Seem’d  not  to  ftrike,  but  Imooth: 8 but  thou  know’ll 
this, 

’Tis  time  to  fear,  when  tyrants  feem  to  kifs. 

Which  fear  fo  grew  in  me,  I hither  lied, 

Under  the  covering  of  a careful  night, 

Who  leem’d  my  good  prote&or;  and  being  here, 
Bethought  me  what  was  pall,  what  might  luccced. 
I knew  him  tyrannous  ; and  tyrants’  fears 
Decreafc  not,  but  grow  fafter  than  their  years  :* 

And  fliould  he  doubt  it,  (as  no  doubt  he  doth,') 

and  joy  to  their  fubje&s.*’  The  expreflion  is  certainly  faulty  ; but  it 
feems  to  be  the  faun  of  the  author,  not  the  priutcr.  1 believe  it 
was  written  as  it  Hands.  M.  Mason. 

* Seem'd  net  to  firike , but  fmooth  : ] To  fmooth  formerly  fignified 

to Jlatter.  Sec  note  on  »4 Jmooth  every  palfioo,"  in  King  Lear, 

Ad  II.  fc.  ii.  Malone* 

To  fmooth  in  ibis  place  means  to  Jlroke.  In  tht  fame  fenfe  we 
(ho  uld  undcrflind  the  word  io  Milton’s  Louius,  v.  s5i  ; 

44  - — - fmoothiuc  the  raven  down 
44  Of  oarknefs,  til!  it  fm'il’d.” 

They  fay  iu  fame  counties  fmoot/i — iuflead  of  Jlroke , (he  cat. 

Holt  White. 

*  ikon  their  years  : 1 Old  cony — the  rears.  Their  fufpicions 

outgrow  their  years ; u cirt  uiuttdiuc  fuihruntly  natural  to  vclcrau 
tyiaats.  The  coricdiou  is  unite.  SltiVKKi. 

* And  Jhould  he  doubt  it,  ( ms  no  doubt  he  noth*  ) J The  quarto  1609, 
reads, 

And  Jhould  Aedoo't,  os  no  doubt  he  doth— 
ftoiT)  which  the  reading  of  the  text  has  been  formed.  The  repeti- 
tion is  much  111  our  author  s manner,  and  the  following  words,  to 
Jop  that  doubt , render  this  emendation  almolt  certain.  Malone* 

Here  is  an  apparent  corruption.  1 fliould  not  hefitate  to  read — 
doubt  on'l — or,  — doubt  it.  To  doubt  is  to  remain  in  (ulpeufc  or  uu- 
certaiaty. — Sitould  he  be  in  iou»t  that  I (hall  keep  this  fecret,  ( as 
jbcicis  110  doubt  but  he  is,j  why,  to44  lop  that  doubt,"  i.  e.  to  get 
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Thatl  fhonld  Open  to  tlic  liflening  air. 

How  many  worthy  princes’  bloods  were  (lied. 

To  keep  liis  bed  of  blacknefs  unlaid  ope, — 

To  lop  that  doubt,  he’ll  fill  this  land  with  arms. 
And  make  pretence  of  wrong  that  1 have  done  him; 
When  all,  for  mine,  if  1 may  call’t  offence, 

Mufl  feel  war's  blow,  who  fpares  not  innocence:^ 
Which  love  to  all  (of which  thyfclf  art  one, 

Who  now  reprov'd  me  for  it) 

Hel.  Alas,  fir! 

Per.  Drew  fleep  out  of  mine  eyes,  blood  from 
my  cheeks, 

Mufings  into  my  mind,  a thoufand  doubts 
Howl  might  flop  this  temped,  ere  it  came; 

And  finding  little  comfort  to  relieve  them, 

1 thought  it  princely  charity  to  grieve  them.4 

Hel.  Well,  my  lord,  fince  you  have  given  me 
leave  to  fpeak, 

Freely  I’ll  fpeak.  Antiochus  you  fear, 

And  juflly  too,  I think,  you  fear  the  tyrant. 

Who  either  by  publick  war,  or  private  treafon, 

Will  takeaway  your  life. 

Therefore,  my  lord,  go  travel  for  a while, 

Till  that  his  rage  and  anger  be  forgot, 

Or  Deftinies  do  cut  his  thread  of  life. 


fid  of  that  painful  uncertainty , he  will  ftrive  to  make  me  appear 
the  agredor,  by  attacking  me  tirft  a«  the  author  of  fomc  fuppofed 
injury  to  hiraMf.  Stf evens. 

’ — — toko  fpares  not  innoernet:  ] Tbui  the  cldcft  quarto.  All 
the  other  copies  read  corruptly: 

— ■ ■ ‘tio  fcara  not  innoitnct.  Malone, 

1 I thought  it  frinct ly  ikarity  to  grieve  them.  ] Tliat  ii  to  lament 

their  fite.  Ttie  eldeft  quarto  reada — to  grieve  for  them But  a 

rhym*  feems  to  have  been  intended.  The  Tcadiug  of  the  text  wat 
furniihed  by  the  third  quarto  i63o,  wbicli,  however,  if  o/ 
authority.  Malone. 
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Yonr  rule  dircfl  to  any ; if  to  me, 

Pay  fervesnot  light  more  faithful  than  I’ll  be. 

Per.  I do  not  doubt  thy  faith; 

Butfhould  he  wrong  my  liberties  in  abfence— 

Hel.  We’ll  mingle  bloods  together  in  the  earth, 
From  whence  we  had  our  being  and  our  birth . 

Per.  Tyre,  I now  look  from  thee  then,  and  to 
Tharfus 

Intend  my  travel,  where  I’ll  hear  from  thee; 

And  by  whofc  letters  I’ll  difpofe  myfelf. 

The  care  I had  and  have  of  fubj efts’  good. 

On  thee  I lay,  whofc  wifdom’s  Arcngth  can  bear 
it.5 

I’ll  take  thy  word  for  faith,  not  a(k  thine  oath  ; 

Who  fhuns  not  to  break  one,  will  lure  crack  both  :® 
Butin  our  orbs  we’ll  live  fo  round  andfafe,7 
That  time  of  both  this  trnth  fhall  ne’er  convince,* 
JPhcra  fliow’dft  a fubjeft’s  Ihinc,  I a true  prince.’ 

[Exeunt. 


6 - evhoft  vifdom's  Jlrengtk  eg n bur  1*/.]  Pericles,  transferring 

his  authority  to  llclicanus  during  his  abfence,  naturally  brings  tht 
firft  feene  of  Meafure  jer  Meafure  to  our  mind,  Malone. 

6  will  fure  crack  loth:]  Thus  the  folio.  Tlit  word  furg 

is  cot  found  in  the.  quarto.  Malone. 

7 But  in  our  orbs  ure’U  live  fo  round  and  Jaft ,]  The  firft  quarto 
reads — will  live.  For  the  emendation  1 am  aufwerable.  The 
quarto  of  1619  has — we  live.  The  iirfi  copy  may  have  been  riglit^ 
if,  as  I fufpeft,  the  preceding  'ioe  has  been  loft.  Malone. 

But  in  our  orbs  we'll  live  fo  round  and  f*fey\ 

“ — — in  feipfo  lotus  teres  atque  rotundvs Horace. 

In  our  orbs  means,  in  our  different  fpheres.  Steevens. 

*  Ibis  truth  fhall  ne'er  convince,]  Overcome.  See  Vol.  XL 

p.  G$,  n.  4.  Malone. 

• Thou  Jhou'dJk  a fubjtfTs  fhine,  1 a true  prince.]  Shine  is  by 
j»ur  ancient  writers  frequently  ufed  is  i foblUntive.  So,  io  Chlori* 
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SCENE  III. 

Tyre.  An  Ante-chamber  in  the  Palace. 

Enter  Thaliard. 

Thal.  So,  this  is  Tyre,  and  this  is  the  court. 
Here  mull  l kill  king  Pericles  ; and  if  I do  not, 

I am  fare  to  be  bang'd  at  home  : 'tis  dangerous 

Well,  1 perceive  lie  was  a wife  fellow,  and  had 
good  difereuon,  that  being  bid  to  alk  what  he 
would  of  the  king,  defired  he  might  know  none  of 
his  fecrets.*  Now  do  1 fee  be  had  fouie  reafon  for 

or  Tit  Complaint  of  Ike  pajjionate  defpifed  Skepkeard , by  W.  Smith* 

*596  : 

M Thou  glorious  fuane,  from  whence  my  Irfler  light 
“ The  fubflaocc  of  his  chrvftal  Jhint  doth  borrow." 

This  remittent  is  not  much  unlike  that  • f FalflatT:  “ I (hall 

think  the  better  of  ravfelf  and  thee,  during  my  life  1 for  a 
valiant  lion,  and  thou  for  a true  prince. " Maione. 

That  the  word  (hint  may  be  ufed  as  a fubliautive,  cannot  be 
doubled  whilfl  we  have  fun/Tun*  and  moon  /hint.  If  the  prefent 
reading  of  this  pafTage  be  adopted,  the  word  JVjtt  mult  tteccflaiily 
be  taken  in  that  fenfe  ; but  wht  the  rhi.ie  ora  fubjed  is,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  de6n«.  The  difficulty  is  tvoidtd  by  leaving  out  a 
tingle  letter,  aod  reading 

Thu  fhow'djl  a fubjefl  Jhine,  I a true  prince, 
la  this  cafe  the  word  Jhint  becomes  a vcib,  and  the  meaning  will, 
be: — “ No  time  (ball  be  able  to  difprove  ibis  truth,  that  you  have 
fhewn  a fubjrd  in  a glorious  light,  aud  I a true  prince.  M.  Mason. 

The  fame  idea  is  more  clearly  exprefled  in  King  Henry  VI 11 • 
Ad  111.  fc.  ii: 

“ A loval  and  obedient  JuhjtS  if 
14  Therein  illujtrated.*' 

I can  neither  controvert  cor  fnpjsort  Mr.  M.  Mafon*«  politico* 
becaufe  1 cannot  afeertain,  if  Jhint  be  confidered  as  a ve»b,  how  the 
meaning  he  contends  for  is  deduced  from  the  words  before  us. 

STfclVENS. 

* I perceive  he  war  a wife  fellow,  fcc.]  Who  this  wife  fellow 
may  be  known  from  the  following  paCfage  in  Daruabie  Riche’* 
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it : for  if  a king  bid  a man  be  a villain,  he  is 

bound  by  the  indenture  of  his  oath  to  be  one 

Huili,  here  come  the  lords  of  Tyre. 

Enter  Helicanus,  Escakes,  and  other  Lords. 

Hel.  You  (hall  not  need,  my  fellow  peers  of 
Tyre, 

Farther  to  queftion  of  your  king’s  departure. 

His  1'cal'd  commilfion,  left  in  tiuit  with  me. 

Doth  fpeak  fuff&tently,  he’s,  gone  to  travel. 

Thai.  How!  the  king  gone ! [Afidt] 

Hel.  If  further  yet  you  will  be  fatisficd, 

Why,  as  it  were  unlicens’d  of  your  loves, 

He  would  depart,  1 11  give  foine  light  unto  you. 

Being  at  Antioch 

Thal.  What  from  Antioch  ? 

[Afiiti 

HeL.  Royal  Antiochus  (on  what  caufe  I knotv 
not.) 

Took  fome  difpleafure  at  him  ; at  leal!  he  judg’d  fo: 
And  doubting  left  that  he  had  err’d  or  flnn’d. 

To  fhow  bis  forrow,  would  corrtft  hiinlelf ; 

So  puts  himfell  unto  the  lhipman's  toil. 

With  whom  each  minute  threatens  life  or  death. 

Thal.  Weil,  I perceive  [ AJide , 

1 fliall  not  be  bang’d  now,  although  I would  ;a 

SouUier's  Wiftie  to  Britons  Welfare,  or  Coplaint  Skill  and  Captaino 
Till,  1604,  p.  *7  : **  1 will  therefore  corumende  the  poet  Phuiptdut 
who  being  dem  lunilcd  bv  King  l.jimaelus , what  favour  lice  migi.t 
doe  unto  hirn  for  that  lie  loved  him,  made  this  .iul  .were  to  the  King; 
that  your  rcuieflic  would  never  impart  onto  me  any  of  yeir  Jttrttt.'* 

StiE VtNf. 

9 . ,—  nltko itgl  I would;  ] So,  Avtalycus , in  The  Winter's  Taits 
41  If  i had  a mind  to  be  honeH,  I fee,  fortune  would  not  fufitf 
sue;  Hie  drops  bounties  into  my  mouth."  Maloni, 
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But  fince  he’s  gone,  the  king  it  furc  mult  pleafe. 

He  ’fcap’d  the  land,  to  perifli  on  the  leas.4— 

But  I’ll  prefent  me.  Peace  to  the  lords  of  Tyre! 

Hel.  Lord  1 haliard  from  Autiochus  is  welcome. 

Thal.  From  him  1 come 
W ith  mefiage  unto  princely  Pericles  ; 

But,  fince  my  landing,  as  I have  underflood 
Your  lord  has  took  himfclf  to  unknown  travels. 

My  melfnge  mull  retorn  from  whence  it  came. 

Hel.  VVc  have  no  realon  to  defire  it,3  fince 
Commended  to  our  mailer,  not  to  us  : 

Yet,  ere  you  fliall  depart,  this  we  delire, — ■ 

As  friends  to  Antioch, we  may  fealliu  T yre.f[Exr«n<i 

* Bul  Jxnce  it’s  gont%  the  king  it  fare  tnuj  pltaft% 

Hi /tap’d  tht  land,  to  perijh  00  tie Jtas . J Old  copy— - 
But /net  he's  go  no.  Hiking's  fcas  mujl  pltafe  : 

Hi  ’/(ap'd  the  land,  to  ftnfn  at  tie  lea.  SruviKI. 

t hi  king's  Jtas  tnuj!  fltaji i.  e.  rouft  do  fltajure  ; 

mtift  treat  him  as  they  will.  A rhyme  was  pethaps  intended*  \Vc 
might  read  in  the  next  line, 

44  He  '(rap'd  the  land*  to  perifti  $n  the  Jtas'* 

So,  in  7 hi  Toning  of  tht  Skrew  : 

14  1 will  biiug  you  gain,  or  ptrijh  on  the  Jtas,"  Malone. 

Perhaps  we  fhould  read  : 

4*  But  fince  lie's  gone,  the  king  it  Jure  mufl  pleafe, 

44  He  ’fcap'd  the  land,  to  perifti  on  the  fear."  Percy. 

* We  kovc  no  rtajon  to  d/Jiu  i/,  ] Thus  all  the  old  copies,  Per* 
haps  a word  is  wsuting.  VVc  might  read: 

We  have  no  rtajon  to  dtfire  it  told  — . 

Yout  m efface  being  addtefled  to  our  tr.after,  ar.d  not  to  us,  there 
is  Ao  realon  why  we  Ihould  def.rc  you  to  divulge  it.  If,  however, 
defirt  be  confidered  as  a trifyllable,  the  metre,  though,  perhaps,  r.ot 
the  fenfe,  will  be  fupplied.  Malone. 

I have  fupplied  the  adverb— Jinu,  both  for  the  fake  of  fenfe 
and  metre.  STEiviNS^f 

* Tet%  ert  you  Jail  depart , this  1 i t dr/rt,— 

As  Jritnds  to  Antioch , wt  nay  ftufl  in  Tyre.  ] Thus  aifts 
Agametnnon  addreffes  iEocas  io  Troilns  and  Crtfjida: 

44  Yourfelf  (hall  JeaJt  with  us,  before  you  go, 

t4  Aud  hod  the  welcome  o(  a uoblc  foe."  MAlo.ns. 
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SCENE  VI. 

Tharfus.  A Room  in  Ike  Govcrnour’s  Houfe , 

Enter  Cleon,  Dionyza,  and  Attendants. 

Cle.  My  Dionyza,  fhall  we  reft  us  here, 

And  by  relating  tales  of  others’  griefs, 

Sec  if  ’twill  teach  us  to  forget  our  own? 

^Dyo.  That  were  to  blow  at  fire,  in  hope  to  qnencfc> 
it; 

For  who  digs  hills  becaufe  they  do  afpire, 

Throws  down  one  mountain,  to  call  up  a higher. 

O my  diflrelTed  lord,  even  fuch  our  griefs ; 

Here  they’re  but  felt,  and  feen  with  miflful  eyes,* 
But  like  to  groves,  being  topp’d,  they  higher  rife. 

* Here  Ihty'rt  but  fill,  end  fan  wifi  miflful  eyes,  ] Old  copy^ 
Hat  Iktj’rt  bu!  fell  and  fe«n  with  miUhrcf't  eyes, 

Mr.  Malone  reads — unfee  h.  Stebvens. 

The  quarto  tfiog,  reads— -Md  fetn.  The  words  end  fan,  and  tfm 
which  1 have  inferted  in  my  text,  are  fo  near  io  fouud,  dial  they 
night  cafily  have  been  confounded  by  a hafty  pronunciation,  or  aa 
inattentive  tranferiber.  By  mifekief's  eyes,  1 undcifUnd,  “ tbo 
eyes  of  thofe  who  would  feel  a malignant  pleafure  in  our  mis- 
fortunes, and  add  to  them  by  their  triumph  over  us."  The  eyo 
has  been  long  deferibed  by  poets  as  either  propitious,  or  malignant 
and  unlucky.  Thns  in  a fubfequen  t fcenC  in  this  play  : 

*l  Now  the  good  gods  throw  their  btj f eyes  upon  it  ?** 

Maloni* 

I fufpeclthis  line,  like  many  others  before  us,  to  be  corrupt,  and 
therefore  read — mijlfull  inftcad  of  mif chiefs . So,  in  King  Henry  J% 
Ad  iV.  fc.  vi: 

“ For,  hearing  this,  l rouft  petforce  compound 
44  With  miflful  eyes,  or  they  [ tears  j will  ilTue  too.*' 

The  fenfe  of  the  pillage  will  then  be, — Withdrawn,  as  we  nov* 
ri,  from  the  iccoc  w«  Ucfcribe,  oar  foirows  arc  funpiy  felt,  aqjl 
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For  riches.  Arch’d  herfelf  even  in  the  flrects;3 
Whole  towers  bote  heads  fo  high,  tney  kiis'd  the 
clouds, 4 

And  Grangers  ne’er  beheld,  but  wonder’d  at; 

W hofc  men  and  dames  (o  jetted  and  adorn’d,3’ 
Like  one  another's  glals  to  trim  them  by:6 


’ For  ricka,  Jlrew' d berfe'f  even  in  the  fired! ;]  For , in  the  prefect* 
Inflauct,  1 belii-vc,  iar.au*, — uitk  ttfptll  to,  milk  regard  to  rukcsm 
Thus,  iu  Ctrioimnvt: 

“ Rather  our  Bate’s  defective  Jot  requital, 

14  I hao  wt  to  ft  retch  it  out.  ” 

“ Strew’d  hejt,f9  " rrfcniug  to  eity,  is  undoubtedly  the  true 
reading.  'Ihns,  in  1 imon  ej  Atkins: 

44  1 houl’t  t:ive  away  'hy/tlj  in  paper  Shortly.  ” Stpfv*ns, 

Sbakfpeare  genciaily  uf«s  uchts  as  a lingular  noun.  Thus,  iu 
Othello  : 

44  The  riches  of  the  fhip  is  come  afhore.  ” 

Again,  ibid  : 

14  But  rick*s  finelef*  is  as  poor  as  winter  — . ” 

Agaiu,  in  hit  S;th  Sonnet: 

44  Again  fur  that  riches  where  is  my  deferving?’* 

kfSLONt. 

I fhould  propofe  to  read  richntfs,  inftead  of  tithes,  which  renders 
the  paiiage  not  only  cor.efl,  hut  much  more  poetical 

Malone  ruuft  tlfo  prove  that  tie  ufrs  riches  to  expiefs  a pt- {on, 
•r  it  will  not  agree  with  the  woiJ  herfelf,  or  anfwer  in  (hie  place. 
This  lift  line  ihould  be  io  a psremhefi*.  M Mason. 

4 — — bore  ht»is  Jo  hi gh,  they  kifs'd  the  clouds,  j So,  in  Hamlet: 

44 like  the  herald  Mcrcuiy, 

44  New-lighted  on  a heaven- tijjing  hill.** 

Again,  in  The  Rape  of  Lucrece,  1394  : 

44  Threat  ning  d-ud  hijfing  llion  with,  annoy.” 

Again,  more  appohuly  iu  Troilus  and  Crejjida  : 

44  You  /tfufrawhofc  wanton  tops  uo  bujs  the  clouds .” 

Maloni* 

8 Jo  jetted  and  adorn’d,  ] To  jet  is  to  ftut,  to  walk  proudly* 

So,  in  luetjtk  flight:  44  Contemplation  makes  a rare  turkey-cock 
of  him  : how  he  jets  under  Lis  advanced  plutno  ! *' 

Stkivbhi. 

6 Like  one  another's  glaft  to  trim  them  by : ] The  fame  idea  if 
found  in  Hamlet:  Ophelia  fpeaking  of  the  prince,  fays  he  was 
44  1 he  gUf$  of  fafhiou,  and  the  mould  of  form, 

44  The  obi  civ  d of  all  obfervers,  *' 

Vo*..  XX.  E 
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Their  tables  were  ftor'd  full,  to  glad  the  fight. 
And  not  fu  much  to  feed  on,  as  delight; 

All  poverty  was  fcorn’d,  and  piide  fo  great, 

The  name  of  help  grew  odious  to  repeat. 

Dio.  O,  ’its  too  true. 

Cle.  But  fee  what  heaven  can  do!  By  this  onr 
change, 

Thcfc  mouths,  whom  but  of  late,  earth,  fea,  and 
air, 

YV  ere  all  too  little  to  content  and  pleafe, 
Although  they  gave  their  creatures  in  abundance. 
As  houlcs  are  defil'd  for  want  of  ufe, 

They  are  now  flarv’d  for  want  of  exercife  : 

Thole  palates,  who  not  jet  twofuminers  younger/ 


Again,  in  Cymbelint : 

“ A iaioplc  to  the  youoctft  ; to  the  mere  mature 
11  A gUjs  that  ftatid  them." 

Again  in  the  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  IV: 

“ He  was  indeed  the  glafs, 

*%  Wherein  tbe  noble  youth  did  ditjs  themfelves.  ** 

Malomi. 

7 TLofe  palates,  kc.  ] The  pafljge  is  fo  corrupt  in  the  old  copy, 
that  it  is  difficult  even  lo  form  a probable  couje&ure  about  it.  It 
leads — who  not  yet  tuo  J avers  younger.  The  words  [ not  us'd  /# 
iungcr's  Javcur  J which  1 have  ioferted  in  ray  text,  alFoid  fenfe,  and 
a:e  not  very  remote  from  the  traces  of  the  oiginal  letters;  and 
Javour  and  Lunger  rai-ht  eafily  have  been  tranipofed.  We  have  in 
a iubiequcm  fccnc: 

“ All  viands  that  I eat,  do  feem  un favoury," 

I do  noi,  however,  propofe  this  emendation  with  the  fmllel 
continence  ; but  it  may  remain  till  (ouie  left  exceptionable  con- 
jedure  fh-ll  be  olFered.  Malone. 

I he  old  reading  is  evidently  erroneous,  but  tbe  change  of  a 
finale  word,  the  reading  of  /ammen,  inftcad  of  Javtrsy  gives  us 
what  certainly  the  aulhoi  wrote  : 

T hoje  palates  who  r.ot  yet  tvO  furamer*  younger,  kc. 

That  is,  •*  Thofe  pala  ■ es,  who  lefs  than  two  yea  s ago,  required 
forne  new  inventions  of  cookery  to  delight  their  talte,  would  now 
be  glad  of  plain  bread.*’  M.  Mason 

J have  infeued  Mr.  M.  Mafon  s emendation  in  the  ttxu  Isa 
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Mud  have  inventions  to  delight  the  tafle. 

Would  now  be  glad  of  bread,  and  beg  for  it; 
Tliole  motheis  who,  to  noullc  ap  their  babes,’ 
Thought  nought  too  curious,  are  ready  now, 

To  eat  thofe  little  darlings  whom  they  lov’d. 

So  fharp  are  hunger's  teeth,  that  man  and  wife 
Draw  lots,  who  full  (hall  die  to  lengthen  life: 

Heie  ftands  a lord,  arm  thete  a lady  weeping  ; 

Heie  many  fink,  yet  thofe  which  ice  them  fall, 
Have  fcarce  fhength  left  to  give  them  btniai. 

Is  not  this  tiue? 

Dio.  Our  cheeks  and  hollow  eyes  do  witnefsit. 
Cle.  O.  let  thofe  cities,  that  of  Plenty’s  cup  9 
And  her  profperuies  lo  largely  tafle. 

With  their  fuperfinous  riots,  hear  thefe  tears! 
The  mifery  of  Tharfus  may  be  theirs. 


Romeo  and  Juliet  our  author  alfo  computes  time  by  the  fame  number 
of  Jummrrs : 

44  Let  two  more  fur.mers  wither  in  their  pride,”  See. 

Stffvfns. 

■ to  nfluzle  up  their  loin,]  Y would  read — r.urfle.  A fondling 

is  hi. I called  a nuijlmg.  To  nouilt,  or,  as  it  is  uow  wiittco,  niut/t, 
it  to  go  with  the  noie  down  like  a hog.  So,  Pope  : 

44  The  blelfrd  heucfii,  not  there  confin’d, 

14  Drops  to. a third,  who  nuzzles  clofe  behind.”  Steevens. 

In  an  ancient  poem  entitled  The  Jirangt  Birih^  honourable  Coro - 
nation , md  mo  ft  unhappit  Death  of  famous  Arthur , King  of  &ry/eine% 
i6ot,  1 hod  the  word  nuzzle  ufed  nearly  in  the  lame  mariner  at 
in  vbe  text : 

44  The  fiift  fair  fportive  night  that  you  (hall  have, 

44  Lying  fafelv  nulled  by  Dire  fgreoe’t  fide.”  — 

Again,  more  appofitely,  ibidem: 

44  Being  r.uzlled  in  eilctninaie  delights — . ** 

1 have  therefore  retained  tlie  reading  of  the  old  copy.  MalokB. 

9 U,  let  thofe  eiiies,  that  of  Plenty’s  cup  — ] A kindred  thought 
ih  found  in  King  Leer: 

“ lake  phyfnk  pomp! 

44  F.xpofc  thyfelf  to  feel  what  wretches  feel, 

44  That  thou  may’ ft  (hake  the  funerflu*  to  them, 

44  And  (how  the  heavens  more  juft.” 

£ * 
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Enter  a Lord. 

Lord.  Where’s  the  lord  governor? 

Cle.  Here. 

Speak  out  thy  forrows”  which  thou  bring’ft,  if* 
hafte. 

For  comfort  is  too  far  for  as  to  expe£l. 

Lord.  We  have  deferied,  uponpur  neighbouring 
fhore, 

A portly  fail  of  fliips  make  hitherward.  . 

Cle.  I thought  as  much. 

One  forrow  never  comes,  but  brings  an  heir, 

That  may  fucceed  as  his  inheritor;3 
And  fo  in  our’s : fome  neighbouring  nation, 
Taking  advantage  of  our  mifery. 

Hath  fluff'd  thefc  hollow  vefTels  with  their  power,4 
To  beat  us  down,  the  which  are  down  already; 


Again,  ibidem: 

**  Let  tbo  fuptrjluoos  and  luft-dieted  inan,’%  kc.  Malone. 

•  - thy  farrows  — j Perhaps  — tht  farrows.  Steiyens. 

? Ont  forrow  never  tomes , but  brings  on  htiry 

That  moi  fur  cud  as  his  inheritor  ; ] So,  in  Hamlet: 

»4 farrows  never  come  as  Gnglc  fpies, 

“ But  in  battalions.”  Steevins. 

Again,  ibidem: 

“ Ont  woe  doth  tread  upon  another’s  heels, 

“ So  faft  they  follow."  Malone. 

* Hath  ft'tjf  d tl.cfo  hollow  vtjjtls  with  thtir  power,]  \ Old  copy-** 
tit  — ] The  quarto  1609,  reads — That  fluff'd  See.  The  context 
clearly  thews  it. at  wt  ought  to  read  Hoik  inftead  of  Jkot.  — By 
power  is  meant  Jorets.  The  word  is  frequently  uftd  in  that  fenfa 
by  our  ancient  writers.  So,  in  King  Lear: 

44  — fiono  France  there  comes  a power 
“ Into  this  fcaller'd  kingdom.  " Malum. 

1 read: 

Hath  fluff'd  thefe  lol  t w vejftls *’  &c. 

Hollow , applied  to  {hips,  is  a Homciic  fpithst.  Seo  Iliad  % 4 
v.  a§.  Sruvifli* 
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And  make  a conquefl  of  unhappy  me,  6 
Whereas  no  glory’s5  got  to  overcome. 

Lord.  That's  theleaft  fear;  for,  by  the  femblance* 
Of  their  white  flags  difplay’d,  they  bring  us  peace, 
And  come  to  us  as  favourers,  not  «s  foes. 

Cle.  Thou  fpeak’fl  like him’s  untutor’d  to  repeat,* 
Who  makes  the  faired  fliow,  means  mod  deceit. 
But  bring  they  what  they  will,  what  need  we  fear?5 
The  ground’s  the  low’d,  and  we  are  half  way  there. 

* And  ake  a contjuejl  of  unhippy  mr,  ] I believe  a letter  was 
dropped  at  the  prefs,  and  would  read, 

of  unhappy  men,  8cc.  Malone. 

Perhaps  ih«  m In  only  a ut  reverfed,  and  tbe  author  defined  v.s 
to  read,  however  improperly  and  ung.  aamuticall y — of  unuappy  wc. 

So,  in  Coriclanus  i 

and  to  poor  we 

44  Thine  enmity's  rnoft  capital."  Stceteni. 

c Whereas  no  glory's — ] Whereas , it  has  been  already  obferved, 
was  anciently  ufed  for  wheto.  MALONE. 

7 That's  the  leaf  fetr:  Jor , by  the  femblar.ee  — ] It  (hould  be 
remembered  that  ftmblance ~ was  pronounced  as  a trify liable  — . 
fenkle-ance . So,  our  author  in  The  Comedy  of  Errors: 

41  And  thefe  two  Dromiqs,  one  io  ftmllar.ee." 

So,  in  The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Veronat  refenbletk  it  a quadrifyllablc: 
44  O,  how  this  fpring  of  love  refenbletk  — . " Malone. 

8 Tkou  ffeak'Jl  like  him’s  unlulor'd  to  repeat , ] The  quarto  i6ogt 
readi  — hie  bimnes  untutor'd  to  repeat.  I fuppofe  the  author  wrote — - 
l in  is — an  exprefliou  which,  however  elliptical,  is  not  more  fe 
than  many  others  in  this  play.  Malone. 

Perhaps  we  (hould  read— Am  r«a  n,  and  regulate  the  mitre  ai 
follows : 

Thou  fptak'f 

Like  hitn  wlio  is  untutor'd  to  repeat , Ice. 

The  fenfe  Is — Deluded  by  the  pacif.ck  appearance  of  this  navy,  you 
/elk  like  one  who  has  never  learned  the  common  aiage%  “that  tbe  faired 
outfides  are  moll  to  be  fufpeded."  Stcevens. 

9  wkai  need  eve  fear?  Icc.  ] The  earlieR  eep y reads  and 

points  thus: 

What  need  we  leave  our  grounds  the  lamtfi ? 

The  reading  which  is  iufetted  in  the  text,  is  that  of  he  fecend 
quarto,  printed  \m  1619.  Malone. 
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Go  tell  their  general,  we  attend  biru  here, 

To  know  for  what  he  comes,  and  whence  he  comes. 
And  what  he  craves. 

Lord.  I go,  my  lord.  f Exit. 

Cle.  Welcome  is  peace,  if  he  on  peace  confift;* 
If  wars,  wc  arc  unable  to  retifl. 


Enter  Pericles,  uiiih  Attendants. 

Per.  Lord  governor,  for  fo  we  hear  yon  are. 
Lei  not  our  flops  and  number  of  our  men. 

Be,  life  a beacon  fir’d,  to  amaze  your  eyes. 

We  have  beard  yonr  ruiferics  as  far  as  Tyre, 
And  feen  the  defolation  of  your  flrccts  : 

Nor  come  we  to  add  furrow  to  yonr  tears. 
But  to  relieve  them  of  their  heavy  load; 

And  thefe  our  ffiips  you  happily  may  think 
Are,  like  the  Trojan  hoife,  war- fluff'd  within. 
With  bloody  views,  expecting  overthrow,3 


Ji  bring  they  xi'kct  ti>rj  will,  and  wh^t  they  can, 

W hr.t  need  wt  fear? 

The  ground's  the  lowed,  and  we  are  half  way  (here.]  The  redun^. 
duncy  of  the  meite  leads  me  to  fuipcct  this  paiiago  of  interpola- 
tion, I therefore  read: 

But  bring  they  u hat  they  will , whal  r.eed  ure  fear? 

The  ground's  the  low'Jl,  and  we  are  ha’f  way  there. 

Are  the  words  omitted  — and  whit  tk*y  can  — 01  any  value? 

STEFVF.NS* 

— — if  he  cn  peace  confijl ; j If  he  finds  on  peace.  A La;i^ 
fetife  Malonz. 

And  thefe  cur  Jhips  you  happily  nay  think 
A e,  tUc  the  Trojan  korje.  w.i r*  fluff'd  within, 

Withlloody  views,  expelling  over  throw  A i,  c.  which  you  hap^, 
pily,  &c,  The  old  copy  reads: 

And  theft  our  j. lips  you  happily  nay  think , 

Arr  hit  the  Trojan  horfet  was  fvjj'tt  within 
With  bloody  vcinci,  &c. 
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Are  ftor’d  with  corn,  to  make  your  needy  bread,5 
And  give  them  life,  who"  are  hunger-Uarv’d,  half 
dead. 

All.  The  gods  of  Greece  protefl.  yon! 

And  we’ll  pray  for  you. 

Per.  Rife,  I pray  you,  rife; 

■We  do  not  look  for  reverence,  bat  for  love, 

And  harbourage  for  ourlelf,  our  fliips,  and  men. 

Cle.  The  which  when  any  dial  1 not  gratify. 

Or  pay  you  with  unthankfulnefs  in  thought,5 
13c  it  our  wives,  our  children,  or  ourfelves. 

The  curfe  of  heaven  and  men  fucceed  their  evils! 
Till  when,  (the  which,  1 hope,  fhall  ne’erbe  fecn,) 
Your  grace  is  welcome  to  our  town  and  us. 


For  the  emendation  of  this  corrupted  paffage  the  reader  is  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Sleeve  ns..  So,  at  he  has  obferved,  in  a former  icene: 
“ Hath  Jlujl’d  the  hollow  veflcls  with  their  power.  ” 

Malone. 

• to  make  your  needy  bread,  J i.  e.  to  make  bread  for  your 

needy  fubjeds.  PlrCE. 

0 Or  pay  you  with  unthauifulnefs  in  thought,  ] I fufped  the  author 
wrote : 

Or  pay  yeu  with  unthankfulnefs  in  aught. 

He  it  cur  wives,  &c« 

If  sve  are  unthankful  to  you  in  anv  one  inftance,  or  refufe, 
fbould  there  be  occafton,  to  facriftce  anv  thing  for  your  fervice, 
whether  our  wives,  our  children  or  ourfelves,  may  the  curfe  of 
heaven,  and  of  mankind,  kc,  — Aught  was  ancicmlv  written  tiight. 
Our  wives , &c.  may  however  refer  to  any  in  the  former  line  ; I 
have  therefore  made  no  change.  Malone. 

1 believe  the  old  reading  is  the  true  one.  Ingratitude  in  thought 
it  mental  ingratitude,  Tire  governor  imprecates  vengcaace  on  him- 
ft  If  and  his  people,  (horrid  any  of  them  harbour  evert  au  ungrateful 
thought  in  their  bofouis  rcfpefiiug  Pericles.  Stuveh*. 

No  amendment  is  wanting;  the  meaning  is  this;  — “ May  thefe 
perfons  be  curfed  who  (hall  pay  vox;  with  unthankfulnefs,  even 
in  thought  though  they  fbould  be  our  dearefi  friends,  or  even 
cuifclvcs."  M,  Mason. 
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Per.  Which  welcome  we’ll  accept;  frafl  here  a 

while,  ” 

Until  our  flars  that  frown,  lend  us  a fmiJe. 

[ Exeunt. 


ACT  II. 

Enter  Gower. 

Gow.  Here  have  you  feen  a mighty  king 
Hi.s  child,  1 wis,  to  inceit  bring; 

A better  prince,  and  benign  lord, 

Prove  awful  both  in  deed  and  word.  * 
he  quiet  then,  as  men  lfcould  be. 

Till  he  bath  pafs’d  necellity. 

I’ll  /how  yon  thofc  in  troubles  reign, 
l.ofing  a mite,  a mountain  gain.' 

The  good  in  converlation  “ 

(To  whom  1 give  my  beniaon, ) 

* A better  prince , and  benign  lord , 

Prove  awful  kc.  ] i.  e.  you  have  feen  a better  prince,  kc.  prove 
an  ful  kc.  lbt  verb  in  the  firft  line  is  canied  on  to  the  third. 
Old  copy: 

Tbit  will  prove  awful  both  ht  deed  and  word. 

I have  omitted  the  two  firft  words,  as  the  fenfe  proceeds  without 
them,  and  they  render  the  metre  irregular.  Sri  evens. 

1 I'll  Jkew  you  tkoje  kc.  ] I will  now  exhibit  to  you  perfons, 
who,  after  futferitig  fmall  and  temporary  evils,  will  at  length  be 
bleflcd  with  bappiuefs. — I fefped  our  author  had  here  in  view  the 
title  of  the  chapter  in  CtJIa  Romanorum , in  which  the  Hory  of 
Apollouius  is  told  t though  I will  not  fay  in  what  language  he 
read  it.  It  is  this:  De  tribilatione  tcmporali  qua:  in  gauuiurq 

fernpiternuaa  poftremo  commutabitur. " Malone 

• The  geod  in  conveifation — J Conver/mtion  is  condud.  behaviour. 

So,  in  the  Second  Eptftle  of  St.  Prfir,  iii  it:  *» to  be  in  all 

holy  converja{ion  and  godlincfs. " Szuvsm* 
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Is  ftill  at  Tharfus,  where  * each  m;  » 

Thinks  ail  is  writ  he  fpoken  can 
And,  to  remember  what  he  docs, 

Gild  his  ftaiue  glorious : * 


9 The  goo  A in  csuverfation 
(To  whom  / give  my  henixow.) 

Is  Jlill  at  Tharfus%  where  &c.  ] This  paffhge  Is  coofuftdfy 
cxpicffcd.  Gower  means  10  lay — The  good  prince  (on  svhoai  f 
beHow  my  bett  withes)  is  dill  eugaged  at  Tbarfus,  where  every 
man  See.  Steevins. 

t * Thinks  all  is  writ  he  fpoken  can: 1 Pavs  as  much  rcfpefl  to 
whatever  Pericles  fay«,  at  if  it  were  holy  writ.  44  As  true  as  ihe 
gofpelf'  is  dill  common  language.  Maloki. 

IVriV  may  certainly  mean  feipture ; the  holy  writings,  by  way 
of  eminence,  being  fo  denominated.  We  might  however  read — 
rn.it | i.,e.  wifdom.  So,  Gower,  in  this  Hory  of  Prince  Afpolyn: 

“ Though  that  thou  be  of  Intel  untie."  Sleeves*. 

* Gild  his  flattie  glorious : ] This  circurodance,  as  well  as  the 
foregoing,  is  found  iu  lire  ConftJJio  A mar  t s: 

44  Afpoti  us.  whan  that  be  berde 
44  The  mifehefe,  how*  the  cite#  ferde, 

44  All  Irehche  of  his  ownc  gifte 

44  His  wheate  among  hem  for  to  (hide, 

44  The  whiche  by  (hip  he  bad  brought, 

44  He  vave,  and  toke  of  hem  right  noughts 
44  But  fuheti  fyrd  this  worldc  began, 

4l' Was  never  yet  to  fuche  a roan 
44  More  joyc  made  than  thei  hym  roadtf 
44  For  thei  were  all  of  hym  fo  glade, 

44  Thai  thei  for  ever  in  remembianfo 
44  Mode  a figure  in  reftmbhmce 
44  Of  h) m,  and  in  a common  place 
44  Thei  fet  it  up;  fo  that  his  face 
44  Might  every  roaner  mao  bcholde, 

4‘  So  as  the  citee  was  beholder 

44  It  was  of  laton  over-gylf/j 

44  Thus  hath  he  nought  his  yefte  fpilte.4* 

All  th$  copies  read  —Build  his  ftatue,  is’e.  MALONfv 
Thcyalfo  unneeeffatily  read  : 

Build  his  ftatue  to  make  it  gloritttri 
Read  gili . So,  in  Gower: 

41  it  was  of  laton  o vu-gyltc,'\ 
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Rut  tidings  to  the  contrary 

Are  brought  your  eyes ; what  need  fpeak  I ? 

Dumb  f\ow. 

Enter  at  one  door  Pericles,  talking  with  Cieon  : all 
the  train  with  Ilian.  Enter  at  another  door,  a Gen- 
tleman, with  a letter  to  Pericles  ; Pericles  Jhows 
the  letter  to  Cleon  ; then  gives  the.  Mejfeuger  a 
reward,  and  knights  him.  Exeunt  Pericles, 
Cleon,  ire.  fever  ally. 

Gow.  Good  Helicane  hath  flaid  at  home. 
Not  to  cat  honey,  like  a drone. 

From  others’  labours;  foith  lie  flrive  * 

To  killen  bad,  keep  good  alive; 

And,  to  fuihl  his  prince’  defitc. 

Sends  word  of  ail  that  haps  in  Tyre  : 5 
Ho  \v  l.’haliard  came  foil  bent  with  fin, 

And  hid  intent,  to  murder  him;0 

Again,  in  Ky ng  Appolyn  of  There , i5io:  " in  reracrn- 

braunce  they  m*Je  an  ymage  or  tialuc  of  dent  fold."  kc. 

St  e f.vens. 

*  forth  kc.  J Old  copy  — for  though  he  ftrive  — . ! T«ad 

Jorth;  i.  e.  thoroughly,  from  beginning  to  cud.  So,  in  Meajurt 
Jot  Meafure: 

“ ■ ■■  yon,  coufin, 

“ Whom  it  concern*  to  hear  this  matter  fort t, 
u Do  with  your  injuries  as  Teems  you  beft."  STEEVINI, 

* Good  Hel'cane  hath  jlaid  at  Aome, 

And,  to  fulfil  his  prince ’ dr fro , 

Sends  woid  of  all  that  hips  in  Tyre  : ] The  old  copy  reads: 

Good  Helicane  that  fay'd  at  hom*% — 

Sav’d  one  of  all  kc. 

The  emendation  was  fug^efted  by  Mr.  Steevens.  MALONE. 

* And  hid  latent,  to  murder  him;  ] The  firft  quarto  reads. 

And  hid  in  Tent  to  nurdtr  him. 

This  is  only  mentioned,  to  (hew  how  inaccurately  this  play  was 
originally  primed,  and  to  juftify  the  libetty  that  hat  been  taken  it* 
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And  that  in  Tbarfus  was  not  belt' 
l onger  for  him  to  male  his  reft: 

He  knowing  i’o, * put  forth  to  feas. 

Where  when  men  been,  there’s  feldom  cafe  ; 
For  now  the  wind  begins  to  blow ; 

Thunder  above,  and  deeps  below. 

Make  fuch  unquiet,  that  the  fbip 

Should houfe  him  fafe,  is  wreck’d  and  fplit;  * 

And  he,  good  prince,  having  all  loft, 

By  waves  from  coaft  to  coaft  is  toft: 

All  perifhen  of  man,  of  pelf, 

Ne  aught  efcapcn  but  himleif;’ 


korre&ing  the  preceding  paflage.  TU*  reading  of  the  text  it  that 
of  the  quarto  1619.  Malone. 

How  Tkaliard  tame  Jull  bent  wi tk  fin. 

And  bid  intent  to  murder  Atm.]  Sin  and  kirn  cannot  be  received  as 
arfaymes.  Perhaps  the  author  wrote, 

\ Jull  bent  with  feheme, 

And  kid  intent  8;c. 

The  old  reading,  in  the  fecond  line,  it  csrfainly  the  true  one.  Hid 
intent  is  concealed  dtbgn,  fuch  as  was  that  of  Thaliard.  Ste  evens. 

7 was  not  bejl — ] The  conflrudion  is.  And  that  for  him  to 

make  bis  red  longer  in  Tbaifus,  was  not  heft;  i.  e.  bis  beit  couifc. 

Malone* 

* He  knowing* /b,]  i.  e.  favs  Mr.  Steevens,  by  whom  this  e no c’n- 
dation  was  made,  44  he  being  thus  informed,**  The  old  copy 
lias — He  doing  Jo.  Malone. 

y that  the  (hip 

Should  ktufe  him  fafe , is  evrtci’d  and  fplif ;]  Ship  and  fplit  arc 
fuch  defedive  rhymes,  that  I fuppofe  our  author  wrote  fleet. 
Pericles,  in  the  dorm,  loh  his  fleet  as  well  as  the  vcfTel  in  which  be 
vas  himfelf  embarked.  Steevens. 

a Ne  aught  efcapcn  but  himfelf i]  [Old  copy — efrapeo'd — ] It 
fh  ould  be  printed  cither  efcapcn  or  ejeaped. 

Our  anceflors  had  a plural  number  it?  their  tcufes  which  is  now 
iod  out  of  tbe  language;  e.  g.  in  the  prefent  t elite, 

I eicapc  We  efcapcn 

Thou  efcapeft  Ye’efcapen 

He  efrapeth  They  efcapen. 

But  it  did  not,  1 believe,  extend  to  ti-c  preter-iroperfefis,  otherwifc 
than  thus;  They  didden  [for  didj  efcapc.  Percy. 
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Till  fortune,  tir’d  with  doing  bad, 

1 brew  him  alhorc,  to  give  him  glad:1 * * 
And  here  he  comes  : what  (hall  be  next, 
Pardon  old  Gower ; this  long’s  the  text. 4 

[ Exi>. 


SCENE  I. 


Pentapolis.  An  open  place,  by  the fea  fide. 

Enter  Perici.es,  wet. 

Per.  Yet  ceafe  your  ire,  ye  angry  ftars  of  hea- 
ven ! 

Wind,  rain,  and  thunder,  remember,  earthly  man 
Is  but  a fubftancc  that  rauft  yield  to  you; 

And  I,  as  fits  my  nature,  do  obey  you. 

Alas,  the  fea  hath  caft  me  on  the  rocks, 

I do  not  believe  the  text  to  be  corrupt.  Our  author  feem?  in  thi? 

• inftauce  to  have  followed  Gower  : 

44  — — end  with  himfelfe  were  in  debate, 

44  Jkynktndt  what  he  had  lore,*'  &c. 

Y th’.ik  I have  obferved  many  other  inftauces  of  tbc  fame  kind 
in  the  Confejjio  Amanlis.  Malone. 

Tkinkendt  is  a participle,  and  therefore  inapplicable  to  the  prefent 
queitioo.  SrciviNi. 

9 to  give  kim  glad:]  Dr.  Percy  a{k*  if  we  fhould  not  read 

— to  mah  him  glad.  Perhaps  we  (hould : but  the  language  of  our 
h&itious  Gower,  like  that  of  our  Pfcudo.  Rowley,  is  fo  often 
irreconcilable  to  the  prauice  of  aoy  age,  that  criticifm  on  fucli 
„ bungling  imitation*  it  almoft  thrown  away.  Stkevens. 

4 H'hal  fliatl  kt  nent. 

• Pardon  old  Gower;  this  long  s tki  text  ] The  meaning  of  thi* 

*iay  be — Em  vjt  old  Gower  Jeon  tilling  you  wktl  follows . Tht  vetf 

Hutto  it  has  proved  of  too  confderakh  a hngtk  already. 
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Wafh'd  me  from  fliorc  to  fliore,  and  left  me  breath  * 
Nothing  to  think  on,  butenfuing  death  : 

Let  it  fuffice  the  greatnefs  of  your  powers, 

To  have  bereft  a prince  of  all  his  fortunes; 

And  having  thrown  him  from  your  watry  grave, 
Here  to  have  death  in  peace,  is  all  he’ll  crave. 

Enter  three  Fifliermen.® 

1.  Fish.  What,  ho,  Pilch!7 


* and  Itfl  me  breath  ' 

Nothing  to  think  on,  8cc.]  The  quarto,  1609,  reads— and  left  my 
breath.  I read — and  left  m < breath,  that  is,  left  me  life,  only  to 
aggravate  my  misfortunes,  by  enabling  me  to  tbiulc  on  the  death 
that  awaits  me.  Malonc. 

Mr,  Malone's  corredion  is  certainly  proper;  and  the  pafTige 
before  di  cim  have  no  other  meaning,  than: — left  me  alive  ouly 
that  enfuing  death  might  become  the  object  ol  my  contemplation. 

So,  in  the  fecond  Hook  of  Sidney's  Arcadia,  where  the  (hipwreck 

of  Pyrocles  is  defciibed  i 44 left  nothing  but  defpair  of  fifetie, 

and  expedition  of  a loachfomc  end."  Stef  vfhs. 

6 Enter  thru  Fifhtrmen.]  This  feene  feems  to  have  been  formed 
on  the  following  lines  in  the  Cor.ftJJio  Amantis: 

44  Thus  was  the  yonge  ioide  all  alone, 

44  All  naked  in  a poure  plite 

41  There  came  afilhcrin  the  weye, 

“ And  figh  a man  there  naked  ftonde, 

••  And  whan  that  he  hath  undeiltondo 
44  The  caufe,  re  hath  of  hyra  great  routh| 

44  And  ooely  of  his  poure  tiomh 

44  Of  fuch  clothes  as  be  hadde 

44  With  great  pitee  this  lorde  be  dadde: 

44  And  he  hytn  tbonketh  as  he  fliolde,  « 

44  And  fayth  hytn  that  it  Chall  be  yoldt 
44  If  ever  he  gate  his  ftate  ageyne  *, 

44  And  praiththat  he  wolde  byra  feyne, 

44  If  nigh  were  any  tewne  for  hym.  t 

4‘  He  fayd,  ye,  Pentapolira, 

44  Where  both  kynge  and  quene  dwcllen. 

44  Whan  he  this  tale  berde  tellen, 

41  He  gladdeth  hytn,  and  gan  befeche, 

J4  That  he  the  weye  hym  wolde  techc."— « 
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2.  Fish.  Ho!  come,  and  bring  away  the  nets. 

i.  Fish.-  What,  Patch-breech,  I fay! 

5.  Fish.  What  fay  yon,  mailer? 

t . Fish.  Look  iiow  thou  (lirreftnow!  come  away* 
or  I'll  fetch  thee  with  a wan ni on. 8 

3.  Fish.  ’Faith,  mailer,  1 am  thinking  of  the 
poor  men  that  were  call  away  before  us,  even  now. 

l.  Fish.  Alas,  poor  louls,  it  grieved  my  heart  to 
hear  what  pitiful  cries  they  made  to  us,  to  help 
them,*  when,  weii-a-day,  we  could  fcarce  help  our- 
felves. 

3,  Fish.  Nay,  mailer,  faid  not  I as  much,  when 


Shakfpeare,  delighting  to  deferihe  the  tnantters  of  fucb  people, 
has  ititioJuccd  three  iithennen  iuflead  of  one,  and  extended  the 
dialogue  u^a  tor.liderabie  length.  Malum. 

7 Hie/,  ho,  Pilch!)  All  the  old  copies  read — Wbat  to  pelche . 
The  latter  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Tyrwuitt.  For  the  other 
I ara  ic-ppubble.  Pilckt,  as  he  bus  obferved,  is  a leathern  coal. 
The  con  .ext  confirms  this  correction.  1 he  tiril  Liberman  appears 
vu  be  the  tuuflcr,  and  (peaks  with  authority,  and  fomc  degree  of 
coutcrapl,  to  the  thiid  fifhcrman,  who  is  a fervant. — His  next 
fpeecb,  IVA«/,  Fatch-ireecky  J Jay*!  ii  in  the  fame  Ityle.  The 
fecond  Fifherman  fee  tut  to  be  a fervent  like  wife  j and,  after  the 
matter  has  called — YVI.at,  ho%  Pilchc  ! — [for  fo  I read,) — explains 
wbat  it  is  be  warns: — Ha%  torar,  and  hriag[ainey  the  nets* 

Malokf. 

In  Twine's  tranilation  we  haVc  the  following  paflage: — 14  He 
was  a rough  fiftierm.m,  with  an  hoodc  upon  liis  bead,  and  a filihic 
Itfitkcrr.e  peit  upon  bis  backe."  Stcevens. 

*  u>itk  a wauition.j  A pbrafe  of  which  the  meaning  is  * 

obvious,  though  I cannot  explain  the  word  at  the  end  of  it.  It  is 
common  iu  many  of  our  old  plays.  Stelvens. 

* Alas%  poor  JouUy'it  grieved  my  heart  Scc.1  So,  in  The  Winter's 
Tale:  “ 0 tie  mu  ft  piteous  cry  of  the  foot  Jo-Js ! Sometimes  to  fee 
'em,  and  not  fee  'em  ;~now  the  fliip  boring  the  moon  with  her 
main-matt,  aud  anon  (wallowed  with  veil  and  fioih,  as  you'd  tluult 
a cork  into  a hogfhead.  And  then  for  the  lauJ-fervice— To  fee 
bow  the  Lear  toie  out  bis  Ihouldcr-bone } he  cry’d  to  me  Jar 
kelpy  ’ kc,  Malone. 
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1 faw  tlicporpus,  how  he  bounced  and  tumbled?* 
they  fay,  they  are  half  fifh,  half  flrflt : a plague  on 
them,  they  ne'er  come,  but  ! look  to  be  tvafh’d. 
Mailer,  1 maivtl  how  the  fifhes  live  in  the  fca. 

l.  Fish.  Why,  as  men  do  a-land  ;Jthe  great  ones 
eat  up  the  little  ones:  1 can  compare  our  rich  ini- 
fers  to  nothing  fo  fitly  as  to  a whale;  ’a  plays  and 
tumbles,  dtiving  the  poor  fry  before  him,4  and  at 
lafl  devours  them  all  at  a mouthful.  Such  whales 
have  1 heard  on  a’lhc  laud,  who  never  leave  gaping, 
till  they’ve  (wallow’d  the  whole  parilh,  church, 
ileeple,  bells  and  all. 

Ptit.  A pretty  moral. 

3.  F'fSH.  Hut,  maRer,  if  I bad  been  the  lesion, 
1 would  have  been  that  day  in  the  belfry.  5 
a.  Fise§  Why,  man? 

3.  Fish.  Hecaufe  he  fliould  have  fwarllow’d  me 
too  : and  when  1 had  been  in  his  belly,  I would 
have  kept  luch  a jangling  of  the  bells,  that  he 

/ 

*  nht » / Jaw  the  porpuj,  lew  he  beunetd  and  tumbled!  j The 

riling  of  porpufes  uear  a vefiel  at  (ea,  hat  long  been  conlidered  b j 
the  fuperftilion  o f fafloit,  as  the  fore-runner  ofaAotm  So,  ia 
The  Duchf/s  of  Matfy,  by  Webflet,  16^3:  “ He  lift*  up  hit  nefe 
like  2 foul  fn'pus  bclore  a rtonn."  Malone. 

Malone  confjdert  this  prognofiirk  as  aiiftng  merely  from  the 
fupeifiiiiori  of  the  tailors  : but  Captain  Cook,  in  hit  fccot.ii  voyage 
to  the  fouth  leas,  mentions  the  playing  of  patpvjjfs  touud  the  fliip  as 
a certain  fign  of  a Violent  gale  cf  wind.  M \lA>ON. 

3 e-fani;]  This  word  occurs  fevcial  times  in  Twine’s 

tun:  Uatir>n.  Steivtns. 

*  as  to  a itr halt;  'a  plays  and  tumbles,  driving  the  poor  fry 

hjtie  aim,  ] So,  in  Co*io!anvi : 

“ like  haled  Ic  tills 

**  Before  ti.c  belching  wliale.**  Steevens. 

* J tvrvld  ka-  e been  that  day  in  the  belfry.  ] That  i • , I (hould 
wife  to  have  been  that  day  iu  the  belfry.  M.  Mason. 
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fliould  never  have  left,  till  he  call  bells,  fteeple, 
church,  and  parilh,  up  again.  But  if  the  good 
king  Simonides  were  of  my  mind 

Per  Simonides? 

8.  Kish.  We  would  purgeihe  landof  thefedrones, 
that  rob  the  bee  of  her  honey. 

Per.  How  from  the  finny  fubje£l  of  the  feas 
Thefe  fifhers  tell  the  infirmities  of  men; 

And  from  their  watry  empire  recoilcfl 
All  tliat  may  men  approve,  or  men  deleft ! 

Peace  be  at  your  labour,  honefl.  fifhermen. 

9.  Pish.  Honefl!  good  fellow,  what’s  that'*  if 
it  be  a day  fits  you,  fcratch  it  out  of  the  calendar, 
and  no  body  will  look  after  it. 

* the  finny  fubjeR  of  the  fta — ] Old  copit^^^i-nny.  Cor* 

refled  by  Mi.  Suevens.  Maloni. 

This  thought  it  not  much  unlike  another  in  Asyou  like  it: 

“ this  ou>  life,  exempt  from  publick  * aunt, 

44  Finds  longue?  in  trees,  book*  in  tt.e  tunning  brooks, 

44  Scironns  in  lionet,  and  good  tu  evety  thing." 

Steevfks. 

c Honefl  l {Old  fellow,  what's  thatf  if  it  he  a day  Jits  you,  fcratcli 
it  ou  of  the  calendar,  and  no  body  will  look  after  it  ] I he  old  copy 
reads  if  it  Wc  a day  fits  you,  ftarch  out  of  the  calendar,  and  nobodf 
look  after  it. 

Part  of  the  emendation  fuggtftcd  by  Mr.  StMvrni,  is  confirmed 
bv  a pillage  in  The  Coxcomb,  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  quoted 
by  Mr.  M.  Mafou: 

44  1 f.-ar  ftirewdlv,  I (hould  do  fometbing 

44  lbn  wonld  quite  Jcrahh  nit  out  of  tne  calendar.'* 

Malone. 

The  preceding  fpeech  of  Pericles  affords  «o  apt  introduflion  to 
tbe  reply  of  t'*c  fifberman.  Either  fomewhat  is  omitted  that  can- 
not now  be  f ipplied,  or  the  whole  paflage  is  obfeured  by  more  than 
common  depravation. 

It  Ibould  feem  that  the  prince  bad  made  fome  remark  on  tbe  bad* 
nefs  of  the  day.  Perhaps  the  dialogue  originally  ran  thus  : 

41  Per.  Peace  be  at  your  labour,  boneft  filbercnen 
14  The  Jay  u rough,  and  thwarts  your  occupation.'* 

41  a.  fijh,  Hoacft!  good  fellow,  wtui’itUai?  if  it  be  not  a da{ 
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Per.  Nay,  fee,  the  fea  hath  cafl  upon  yoar 
coalt 

2.  Fish.  V\  hat  a drunken  knave  was  the  fea,  to 
caff  thee  in  our  way!' 

Per.  A man  whom  both  the  waters  and  the  wind. 
In  that  valt  tennis-court,  hath  made  the  ball 
For  them  to  play  upon,"  entreats  yon  pity  him  ; 

He  alks  of  you,  that  never  us’d  to  be,:; 

i.  Fish.  No,  friend, cannot  you  beg?  here’s  them 


fits  you,  Jcraich  it  out  of  the  calendar,  and  nobody  will  look 
after  it.” 

The  following  fpccch  of  Pericles  is  equally  abrupt  and  incon- 
fcquent: 

“ May  fee  the  fea  hath  oft  upon  your  coafl.” 

The  folio  reads; 

T'  may  fee  the  fea  hath  oft  me  upon  your  coaft.M 
X would  rather  fuppofc  the  poetwiote* 

“ Nay,  fet  the  fea  hath  enft  upon  yourcoaft— 

Ilerc  the  fjhetman  interpofes.  The  prince  then  goes  on; 

*•  A man"  See.  Stekvens. 

May  not4»erc  be  an  alluGon  to  the  diet  henejlijfimus  of  Cicero?— t. 

If  you  like  the  day,  find  it  out  iu  the  almanack,  and  nobody 
will  take  hfioni  you.”  Farmer. 

The  alluCon  is  to  the  lucky  and  unlucky  days  which  are  put 
tlown  in  fame  of  the  old  calcudart.  I)oucr. 

Some  difficulty,  however,  will  remain,  unlcfs  we  fuppofc  a pre- 
ceding line  to  have  been  loft;  for  Pericles  (as  the  text  Hands ) has 
laid  nothing  about  the  day.  I fulpcd  that  in  the  loft  line  be  with’d 
the  men  a good  day.  MALONE. 

7 ...  — to  call  thee  in  our  t ray  ! ] He  is  playing  on  the  word  cafii 
which  anciently  was  ufed  both  in  the  (cute  of  to  throwy  and  to 
vomit.  So,  in  Macbeth: 

11  ——jet  I made  a fhift  to  caji  him.’* 

It  is  ufed  in  the  latter  fenfe  above  ; “ — till  he  caji  bells,  See. 
tip  again."  Malone.  i 

* . ■■  hath  made  the  ball  * 

For  them  to  flay  upon*  ] So,  in  Sidoev'»  Arcadia , Rook  V; 
•»  Iu  fuch  a (badow  Jkc.  mankind  l^rs,  that  neither  they  know 
liow  to  forefee,  nor  what  to  feare  ; and  are,  like  Unit  tojjd 
iy  the  racket  oj  the  highir  powers,**  SitiviNS. 

Voe.  XX.  F 
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in  our  country  of  Greece,  gets  more  with  begging, 
than  we  can  do  with  working. 

a.  Imsh.  Can'll  thou  catch  any  fiflies  then? 

Per.  1 never  praflis’d  it. 

2 . Fish . Nay,  then  thou  wiltflarve  fure;  for  here’s 
nothing  to  be  got  now  a-days,  uuiefs  thou  eau'ft 
filh  lor'l. 

Per.  A hat  I have  been,  I have  forgot  to  know; 
But  wi.at  I am,  want  teaches  me  to  think  on; 

A man  lltrunk  up  with  cold:9  my  veins  are  chill. 
And  have  no  mote  of  life,  than  may  lullice 
lu  give  n.y  tongue  that  heat,  to  afk  your  help  ; 
Wlmh  if  you  (hall  refufe,  when  1 am  dead, 
tor  1 am  a matt,  * pTay  fee  me  buried. 

t.  I ish.  Die  quoth-a  ? Now  gods  forbid  ! I have 
a gowtt  here;  come,  put  it  on;9  keep  thee  warm. 
Now,  alore  me,  a handfomc  lellow!4  Come,  thou 
lhait  go  home,  and  we’ll  have  flelh  for  holidays, 

• A man  flnunk  up  uitk  mid  : ] Old  copy: 

A nan  throng'd  up  with  i9id ; — — . 

I fufpccl  that  throng  d%  which  is  the  leading  of  all  the  copies,  is 

conupt*  We  read: 

A man  f bruit  k up  with  if  Id : 

( It  might  have  been  aucieotly  written  Jhtonk . J So,  ia  Cymltlinei 
“ The  Jhnnkmg  Haves  of  winter — Malone. 

* for  1 an  a man,  j Old  copy — Tor  that  I am.  I omit  lhoft 
which  is  equally  uuncccflary  to  Cenie  and  metre.  So,  ia  Otkiilo: 

" Haply  for  I am  black." 

Far  is  beiauft.  Srttvr.NS. 

% / have  0 goun  here;  1c.  ] In  the  profe  hiftorj  of  Kyngi 

Apfhlyn  of  Tbyte,  already  quoted,  th«  fi  therm  an  alio  gives  him 

II  one  ualfe  oi  his  biatkc  faun  telle  for  to  cover  bis  body  with." 

Steeven;, 

4 afore  nti , a hand  Come  fellow!]  So,  in  Twine's  tranOa- 

lion  : “ When  the  iifhcrman  beheld  the  cOTtiUnrjfe  and  beautie  of  the 
yoong  gemlr man,  he  was  taoovej  with  comp.wTiou  towardcs  him, 
and  leu  him  into  ti i s houfc,  aud  feartcu  bun  with  fuch  hue  as  bo 
prefently  had  i and  the  mo"  ampiie  to  expuife  his  great  aflcelioo, 
he  Unrobed  hirnfeife  ofuis  poorc  and  fimp’e  clcake"  kz.  SltEYia-i. 


PRINCE  OF  TYRE.  67 

fifh  for  fafling-davs,  and  moreo’er  puddings  and 
flap-jacks;3  and  thou  (halt  be  welcome. 

Per.  I thank  you,  fir. 

2.  Fish.  Hark  you,  my  friend,  you  faidyou  could 
not  beg. 

Per.  I did  but  crave. 

2.  Fish.  But  crave?  Then  I’ll  turn  craver  too* 
and  fo  I Ihall  ’fcape  whipping. 

• Per.  Why,  are  all  yonr  beggars  whipp’d  then  ? 

».  Fish.  O,  not  all,  my  friend,  not  all;  for  if  all 
your  beggars  wore  whipp’d,  I would  wifli  no  better 
office,  than  to  be  beadle.  But,  mafter,  I’ll  gd 
draw  np  the  net.  [ Exeunt  two  of  the  Filhermcn. 

Per.  How  well  this  honeft  mirth  becomes  their 
labour! 

1.  Fish.  Hatk  you,  fir!  do  you  know  where  you 
are  ? 

Per.  Not  well. 

1.  Fish.  Why  I'll  tell  yon:  this  is  called  Penta* 
polis,  and  our  king,  the  good  Simonides. 

Per.  The  good  king  Simonides,  do  you  call  him? 

5 — jltfli  for  holydeyi,  fjk  for  filling- days  * and  roorco’er 
puddings  end  flap-jacks  i J In  the  old  copy  this  paftageit  ftraogety 
corrupted.  It  reads — ilcfh  for  all  days,  fifh  for 'fading  davi,  and 
more,  er  puddings  and  llap-jacks.  Dr.  Farmer  fuguefied  to  me  tho 
correction  of  the  latter  pari  of  the  fentence:  for  the  other  emenda- 
tion I am  refponfible.  Mr.  M.  Mafon  would  read— -fie fh  for  alt - 
days:  but  this  was  not,  I think  the  language  of.thetime;  though 
mUs  and  churc\-alts  was  common.  Malone. 

- - . . flap- jacks  i ] In  fotre  counties  a flap -jack  fignifies  an  apple- 
puff;  but  anciently  it  feems  to  have  meant  a f an Rut,  what* 
ever  it  was,  mention  is  made  cf  it  in  Smith's  Sea  Grammar,  1627  t 
*»  For  when  a man  is  iiJ,  or  at  the  point  of  death,  l would  knave 
whether  a difh  of  buttered  tice  with  a little  cyuamou,  ginger,  and 
fngar,  a little  minced  meat,  or  roll  bcefe,  a few  hewed  prunes,  a. 
race  ofgreene  ginger,  » jUp-jockt,  $:c.  bee  not  better  tliau  a littlq 
pooic  jobu,*’  kc,  SutVENl* 
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i.Fish.  Ay,  fir;  and  he  defcrves  fo  to  be  call’d, 
for  his  peaceable  reign,  and  good  government. 

Per.  He  is  a happy  l ing,1’  fincc  from  his  fubje£ls 
He  gains  the  name  of  good,  by  his  government. 
How  far  is  his  court  diflant  from  this  fiiore? 

i.  Fish.  Marry,  fir,  half  a day’s  journey  ; and 
I’ll  tell  you,  he  hath  a fair  daughter,  and  to-mor- 
row is  her  birth-day;  and  there  arc  princes  and 
knights  come  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  to  juft 
and  tourney  for  her  love. 

Per.  Did  but  my  fortunes  equal  my  defires. 

I’d  willt  to  make  one  there.6 

i.  Fish.  O fir,  things  muft  be  as  they  may ; and 
what  a man  cannot  get,  he  may  lawfully  deal  for— > 
his  wife’s  foul,' 

4 He  is  a happy  hingr  Sc c.  ] This  fpeecli,  in  the  old  copies,  is 
printed  at.  follows  : 1 have  only  tianfpolcd  a few  of  the  words  for 
the  fake  of  metre  : 

44  He  is  a happy  Ving,  dace  he  gains  from 

44  His  fuLjccu  the  name  of  good,  by  his  government.** 

Sti&vsni* 

' ? DU  lut  mj  fortunes  See . ] The  old  copy  as  follows : 

Were  m)Joi  tunes  equal  to  my  defir  a y 
/ could  ui/h  to  mate  cue  there. 

As  all  the  fpeeches  of  Pericles,  throughout  this  ftcnr,  were  defigned 
to  be  in  metre,  they  cannot  be  reHored  to  it  without  fucb  petty 
liberties  as  I have  taken  io  the  prefcui  iuflance.  Stslviks. 

1 and  u hat  a man  cannot  g:t.  kc.  J This  paHage,  in  its  pre- 

Cent  ftate,  is  to  me  unintelligible.  We  might  read  ; — “ O,  (ir,  thing* 
muft  be  as  they  may  , and  what  a mao  cauuot  gel,  be  may  net  law- 
fully deal  for hit  wife's  foul.” 

be  content ; things  mujl  he  as  Providence  has  appointed; — and  what 
his  fituation  in  life  does  not  entitle  him  to  afpire  he  ought  not  io  at - 
tempt  ; —tie  cjftQions  of  a woman  in  a higher  foksrt  than  his  own. 

Soul  is  in  other  places  uled  by  our  author  for  love Thus,  in 

t&tafure  for  Meafure  : 

4i we  have  with  fpecial  ful 

41  Elrded  him,  cur  ahfence  to  fupply."  Maloke. 

Things  mujl  he  ( fays  the  fpeaker ) aj  they  arc  appointed  lobes  *nd 
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Re-enter  ' the  two  FiHermen,  drawing  up  a net. 

3.  Fish.  Help,  mafter,  help;  here’s  a fifli  hangs 
in  the  net,  like  a poor  man’s  right  in  the  law; 
’twill  hardly  come  out.  Ha!  bots  on’t,8  ’tis  come 
at  lad.  and  ’tis  turn’d  to  a rufly  armour. 

Per.  An  armour,  friends!  1 pray  you,  let  me  fee 
it. 

Thanks,  fortune,  yet,  that  after  all  my  erodes,* 

whal  a man  is  not  Jure  to  eompafs , he  has  jet  a juft  right  to  attempt.— * 
Thus  far  the  paflage  is  clear.  The  filhettnan  may  then  be  fuppofed 
to  begin  a new  feu  te  nee  — His  wife’s  font — but  here  he  it  interrupted 
bv  his  comrades.  He  might  otherwife  have  proceeded  to  fay — Tho 
good  will  of  a wife  indeed  is  one  of  the  things  which  is  dijf.cult  of  at- 
tainment. A hvjl.and  is  in  the  right  to  flrive  for  it%  but  after  all  his 

pains  may  fail  to  fecxne  il 1 wilh  bit  brothe^fifhermen  had  called 

oft  his  attention  before  lie  had  time  to  uiteffiu  bit  three  words* 

SlEEVFNS. 

The  fiflurman  meant,  f think,  to  fay, — “ What  a mau  caono& 
get,  there  is  no  law  again  ft  giviug,  to  fave  hit  wife's  foul  from 
purgatory.”  Facmik. 

h it  difficult  to  extra#  any  kind  of  feofe  from  this  pafTage,  at  it 
(lands,  and  I don't  tee  how  it  can  be  amended.  Perhaps  iba  mean- 
ing mav  be  (hit : - *»  And  what  a man  cannot  accomplifh,  he  may 
^awfully  endeavour  to  obtain  at  foT  inftance.  hit  wife’s  affeftioo. 

With  refped  to  Farmer's  explanation,  1 caunot  couceive  how  a 
man  can  give  what  he  cannot  get  : befidet,  if  lha  words  w«io 

capable  of  the  meaning  he  fuppofes,  they  would  uot  apply  to  any 
thing  that  had  palled,  or  been  laid  before  ; aud  this  filherinan  is  a 
fhrewd  fellow,  who  is  not  fuppofed  to  fpcak  aonfenfe. 

M.  Mason. 

* ——bots  on'/,  ] The  bots  are  the  worms  that  breed  in  hoifei. 
This  comiek  execration  was  formerly  ufed  in  the  room  of  one  lefs 
decent.  It  occurs  in  King  Henry  IV.  and  iu  many  other  old  plays*- 

Malons. 

See  tb#  Rtltqnn  of  Ancient  Poetry , in  the  old  foog  of  The  Miller 
of  Mansfield  y Part  11.  lioe  65  : 

“ Quoth  Dick,  a bots  on  you.*'  hiCT. 

9 after  all  my  croffes,  ] For  the  iniertioo  of  the  word  myt 

an  aniweublc.  Malum. 
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Thou  giv’fl  me  fomewbat  to  repair  mvfelf; 

And,  though  it  was  mine  own,3  part  of  mine  he- 
ritage, 

Which  my  dead  father  did  bequeath  to  me, 

With  this  firift  charge,  (even  as  he  left  his  life,) 

Keep  it,  my  Utricles,  it  hath  been  a Jhield 
’Ta>;.\t  me.  and  death;  (and  pointed  to  this  brace  :)*• 
Fur  •!  at  it  far'd  me,  keep  it;  in  like  necejjitv, 
dick  g i s proteff.  thee  fr cm!  it  may  defend  thee.  4 
It  kept  where  1 kept,  I fo  dearly  lov’d  it; 

1 ill  the  rough  fcas,  that  fparc  not  any  man,  * 

Took  it  in  rage,  though  calm’d,  they  give’t  again  :*• 

1 than’;  titcc  lor’t;  my  fliipwreck’s  now  no  ill. 

Since  I have  here  my  father’s  gift  by  will.* 


* An/,  tlcvgl  it  Mimt  sir*,]  i.  e.  And  I ti ani  )k  tbougk 
i i was  my  own.  Malone. 

1 {his  brace  : ] The  bract  ia  tbe  armour  for  the  arm.  So, 
iu  It  oil  uf  and  CrtjJida  : 

fc*  I'll  hide  my  filvcrbcard  in  a golJ  beaver, 

“ And  in  ray  \aat-irace  put  this  wither'd  brawn.” 

Avant  has,  Fr.  Stiivens. 

See  Vol.  XVI.  p.  265,  n.  S.  MALCiKK. 

M i fc  Is  prvtefl  ihit  from  ! Xlc.  i Tbe  old  copies  read,  uuia- 
tcUigibfjr : ' 

“ The  which  tbe  gods  proted  thee,  fame  may  defend  the*.” 

I am  anfwersblc  for  the  corredion — The  licence  tak.cn  ia  omit- 
ting the  pronoun  before  kavt , in  a fubfequent  line  of  this  fprech, 
was  formerly  Dot  uncommon.  See  note  on  the  following  pafl«?c 
in  OtkrLc,  Aft  III.  fc.  iii:  5 

“ Giv«  a living  rcafon  flit's  difioyal.”  Malone. 

Ceiog  cti  tain  that  tbe  metre  throughout  this  play  was  once* 
Tegular,  I costed  the  line  in  qucflion  thus: 

“ in  like  neceffity, 

•>  \Vhicd  rod!  protea  thee  from  ! it  mi?  defend  thee." 


e . *>  * ££  vr  N5« 

— though  (dr.  d,  tkty  give’t  again  : ] Old  copies: 

6 * though  cclm'J , have  given  it  again.  SteeV£NS. 

( • Old  copy — in  his  will.  For  the  fake  of  metre  1 
Tcad—*y  will.  So,  in  As  jou  hie  it;  “ft;  will  but  a poor  thau- 
und  downs.  Si  levins.  TW 
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I.  Fish.  What  mean  yon,  fir? 

Per.  To  beg  of  you,  kind  friends,  this  coat  of 
worth. 

For  it  was  fotnetime  target  to  a king; 

1 know  it  by  this  mark.  He  lov'd  me  deatly, 
And  for  his  fake,  I wifh  the  having  of  it; 

And  that  you’d  guide  me  to  your  fovereign’s  court, 
Where  with’t  1 may  appear  a gentleman  ; 

And  if  that  ever  my  low  fortunes  better/ 

I'll  pay  your  bounties;  till  then,  reft  your  debtor. 
1.  Fish.  Why,  wilt  thou  tourney  for  the  lady? 
Per.  I’ll  fliuw  the  virtue  1 have  borne  in  arms, 
l.  Fish.  Why,  do  ye  take  it,5  and  the  gods  give 
thee  good  on’t! 

^2.  Fish.  Av,  but  hark  you,  my  friend  / ’twas  we 
that  made  up  this  garment  through  the  rough  learns 
t>f  the  waters:  there  are  certain  condolemcnts,  cer-, 
tiin  vails.  I hope,  fir,  if  you  thrive,  you’ll  remein* 
ter  from  whence  you  had  it.  ’ 

Per.  Believe't,  I will. 

Fiovv,  by  your  furtherance,  I am  cloth’d  in  fteel;* 

4 And  if  that  ever  my  lot'  fortune!  better,  ] Old  copy: 

And  if  that  ever  my  / $•*  fortune's  better, • 

\VTe  fhould  read — 41  My  low  fo<tunes  belief’*  Better  is  in  this 
jildct  a verb.  And  fortunes  the  pluial  number.  M.  Mason. 

* Why,  do  ye  take  it , ] That  is,  in  plainer  terms, — Why,  take  if. 

Sr  keys  ns. 

6 Ay,  but  hark  you,  my  friend;  Icc.  ] Thus,  in  Twine’s  tranf- 
Sation  : 44  And  iu  the  cneane  lime  of  ihis  one  thing  onely  doc  I putt# 
thee  in  roinde,  iliai  when  thou  (hall  be  reftored  to  thy  former  dig- 
nity, thou  do  not  elefpife  to  think*  oa  the  bnfeuctl*  of  the  pooi« 
piece  of  garment.*’  Steivins. 

1 fiom  u iencejoa  had  it.  ] For  this  eorre&ion  I am  aofvrer* 

Side.  The  old  copies  read — bad  them.  Malotnf.^ 

* Now,  if  your  furtherance,  J om  cloth*  J in  fleet ; } Old  copy,  onlyj 

By  your  furtherance  J am  cloth' d inflect;— . — . 

I’'  4 
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And  fpite  of  all  the  ruptnre  of  tf’c  fca,* 

T tbs  j’.-wel  holds  his  biding  on  my  arm;* 
Unto  thy  value  will  I mount  mylclf 
Upon  a cornier,  whole  delightful  Heps 
Shall  make  the  gazer  joy  to  lee  him  tread. — 
Only,  my  friend,  1 yet  am  unprovided 
Of  a parr  of  bales.1 


I either  read  : 

By  jour  forbearance  I om  chalk'd  in  Htrl.: 
i.  e.  by  your  Jotl eatance  lo  claim  t!i«  a.uionr,  which  being  juft 
drawn  up  in  your  nci,  ra  *hl  have  b<ct*  dct.ii.icd  as  your  own  pro- 
perty ; -or,  for  the  file*  of  -n.  ire  alio; 

Now,  by  your  furtherance . kc.  STEEVENS. 

* And  /pi  It  of  alt  tit  rupture  cj  i\t  Jeay  ] We  might  read  (with 
Dr.  Sewcl) 

/fit*  *f  Mr  rapture  of  th  feay 

That  is,— -notwitliftanding  that  ihe  Tea  bath  ravifh'd  fo  much  fi dtk 
sue.  So,  afterwards: 

“ Who  looking  for  adventures  in  the  world, 

*4  Was  bv  the  rough  fcas  reft  of  (hips  and  men.'* 

Again,  in  Tit  Lift  and  DtaiK  oj  Lent  C*omutll%  1602: 

44  Till  covious  fo i tune  ant!  the  ravenous  fra, 

41  Did  roby  difrobe,  and  fpoil  us  of  our  own.*1 
But  the  old  reading  is  fulnciently  intelligible.  Malone. 

lam  not  fure  but  that  the  old  reading  is  the  true  one.  Wre  flit 
talk  of  the  breaking  of  the  fea,  sod  the  breakers.  What  is  the 
rupture  of  the  fca,  but  another  word  for  the  breaking  of  it  ? Ruptuu 
means  any  folution  of  continuity.  Strevens. 

8 This  jewel  holds  his  biding  on  my  The  old  copy  reads— 

his  building.  Biding  was,  1 be  ieve,  the  poet's  word.  Malone. 

This  coujedure  appears  to  be  juft.  A iimilar  exptclBoa  occur! 
in  Othello: 

“ ———look,  I have  a weapon, 

44  A better  never  iiditjelj fufiuin 
44  Upon  a fotdicr's  thigh." 

i.  e.  hold  its  tiding,  or  place,  there* 

Any  ornament  of  enchafrd  gold  was  anciently  flyled  a jewel.  So, 
in  Markham  s Arcadia , 1G07  14  She  gave  hiru  a veryjine  jtwtl9 

wherein  was  let  a mofl  rich  diamond."  StlevenS. 

a Pa*r  °J  bafes.]  Bafts  appear  to  have  been  a kind  of 

Icofe  breeches . Thus,  in  the  firft  book  of  Sidneys  Arcadia* 

*'  About  bis  middle  he  had,  iullcad  of  bofes^  a long  eloake  of 
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2.  Fish.  We’ll  fure  provide:  tbou  fhalt  have  toy 
bcft  gown  to  make  thee  a pair;  and  I’ll  bring  thee 
to  the  court  mvfelf. 

Per.  Then  honour  be  but  a goal  to  my  will; 
This  day  i’ll  rife,  or  elfe  add  ill  to  ill.  [Exeunt, 

filte,”  &c. — Again,  in  the  third  Boot:  “Ali.  infa  (which  he 
ware  (o  long,  ait  they  canic  almoll  to  his  ankle,)  were  embroidered 
onrly  with  bhickr  worms,  which  Teemed  to  crawle  up  and  dot.  nc, 
as  teadie  alrearlit  to  devour  him.'  — It  is  clear  from  ihelc  pallages* 
that  baft*  (as  if  derived  from  Iias%  Fr,  a docking,  as  1 formerly 
fuppofed,)  canoot  mean  any  kind  of  dejttjivi  covering  for  (he 
legs. 

In  this  concluding  obfervatioo  the  late  Captain  Grofe  aerced 
•with  tne  ; though  at  the. fame  time  be  confcfled  his  inability  to  deter- 
mine, with  any  degree  of  precifion,  what  bafts  were.  Sir  EVENS* 

Johnfbn  tells  us,  in  his  Dictionary,  that  bafts  are  part  oi  any 
ornament  that  hangs  down  as  houfiugs,  and  quotes  a padage  fiotn 
Sidneys  Arcadia;  **  Phalanlus  was  all  in  white,  having  his  baf:t 
and  capitiloni  embroidered  — and  to  corfmn  this  explanninr  it 
may  be  obierved,  that  ibe  [ lower  j valances  of  a bed  arc  Uill  caHed 
th  e baft. 

In  MafTioger's  Pi&uu%  Sophia,  fpcakiDg  of  Hilario’s  difguife, 
fa/s  to  Coiifca : 

44 You  ‘minion, 

44  Had  a hand  id  it  too,  as  it  appears, 

44  Your  petticoat  ferves  for  bajts  to  this  warrior." 

M.  Mason. 

PaftSy  figniBed  the  houjin^s  of  a horTe,  and  mav  have  been  ufed 
3o  that  fenfe  here.  So,  in  Fairfax's  traaCation  of  lallo’s  Godjttj 
tj  Bulloignt: 

44  And  with  his  Breaming  blood  hi*  tajn  didc." 

Malone* 
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SCENE  II. 

The  ftimr.  A pm  Hick  Way,  or  Plaljorm,  leading  to 
the  LiJU.  A Pavilion  by  the  fide  of  it,  for  tht 
reception  of  tiiPKmg,  Priucefs,  Lords,  'be. 

Enter  Simonides,  Thaisa,  Lords,  and  Attendants .' 

Sim.  Are  the  knights  ready  to  begin  the  triumph?  ' 
I.  Lord.  I hey  are,  my  liege; 

And  flay  your  coming  to  prelent  thcmfelves. 

Sim.  Return  them,  we  are  ready;4  and  our 
daughter. 

In  honour  of  whole  birth  thefe  triumphs  are, 

Fits  here,  like  beauty’s  child,  whom  nature  gat 
or  men  to  fee,  and  feeing  wonder  at. 

[ Exit  a Lord^ 


* Are  tht  knights  testy  tolegin  the  triumph?  ] In  Cowrt'i  poem, 
tod  Kyngt  Appnljn  of  Tkyre . 1S10*  certain  eymnattick  exemfet 

Only  aie  performed  before  the  IVnupolit.it.  monarch,  antecedent  .o 
the  martiage  ol  Appathnus.  the  Pericles  of  this  plav.  1 he  pirlent 
tournament,  however,  at  well  ac  ihe  dance  in  the  next  firene,  feems 
to  have  been  fu^gefted  by  a paQjgc  of  f e f-ir*oe»  writir,  who,  de- 
feribine  the  manner  in  which  the  wedding  of  Appoilinus  was  ccle- 
biaicd,  fays: 

“ The  hnighlts  that  be  vonge  and  proude, 

“ Thei  jn/te  tirft,  and  after  dani"."  M&LOftt.' 

A triumph , in  the  language  of  Shakfpeare’s  time,  ftgnifrcd  any 
publick  Jhowt  Inch  as  a Siojk  or  Rivet,  See.  Thus,  in  King 
Huhatd  It: 

“ — — hold  thofc  jufls  and  triumphs  t" 

Again,  in  King  HtntjYI  : 

14  With  (lately  triumphs,  mirthful  comick  (hours. ** 

Stsevins.- 

4 Return  thtm , we  srt  ttsiy ; ] i.  e.  return  them  notice,  that  we 
tic  ready,  &:c.  Piter. 
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Thai.  It  plcafeth  you,  my  father,  to  exprefs * 

My  commendations  great,  whole  merit’s  lefs. 

Sim.  ’Pis  fit  itfhottld  be  fo  ; for  princes  are 
A model,  which  heaven  makes  like  to  itfeif : 

As  jewels  lole  their  glory,  if  neglected, 

So  princes  their  renown,  if  not  rclpected. 

’Tis  now  your  honour,  daughter,  to  explain 
The  labour  of  each  knight,  in  his  device/ 

Thai.  Which,  to  preferve  mine  honour,  I’ll  per- 
form.7 

Enter  a Knight;  he  pnjfes  over  the  Jlage,  and  his 
/quire  prefents  his  JhicLl  to  the  Frinte/s.  . 

Sim.  Who  is  the  firft  that  doth  prefer  hirnfelf? 
Thai.  A knight  of  Sparta,  my  renowned  father ; 
And  the  device  he  bears  npon  his  fhicld 
Is  a black  dithiop,  reaching  at  the  fun; 

The  word.  Lux  tua  vica  fni/ii." 

<• 

6 It  plegfefk  jou,  See.]  Old  ropy:  ' 

It  flea/'.th  jiti,  *s)  royal  fiiher,  to  expels  — 

As  this  verfe  was  too  long  by  a foot,  I have  omitted  the  epithet 
TC)at.  Sf  EEV9M. 

6 'Tis  net*  jour  honour,  daughter.  to  explain 

The  labour  oj  each  hnighi.  in  hit  device.]  The  ’old  copy  tc*<1» 
— to  enter  tain.  which  cauuol  be  right,  Mr.  Sieeveas  fuggeflea  the 
emendation.  Malone. 

The  feufe  would  be  clearer  were  we  to  fubftjrute,  both  in  tliit 
ind  the  following  inftauce,  office,  honour,  however,  may  mean 
her  It t u*  tion  at  queer,  cj  Iht  Jeojl.  as  (be  is  afterwards  d euominated. 

1 he  idea  of  tliii  feent  appears  to  have  been  ought  fiom  the  Iliad. 
Book  111.  where  Helcu  defciibes  the  Grecian  leaders  10  her  father*  * 
In-law  Priam.  Stceveki. 

7 Ye  kith.  to  prefeive  nine  honour.  I'll  perfsjm, J Perhaps  wc  fhould 
read — io  prefer.  i.c.  advance.  PtECY. 

* The  word,  Lux  tua  vita  mi  hi.  J What  wc  now  call  the  cra/.V, 
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Sim.  He  loves  yon  well,  thatholdshis  life  of  you.' 

[ Thtftcond  knight  pajfes. 
Who  is  the  fecond,  that  prefents  birafelf? 

1 H At.  A prince  of  Mitedon,  my  royal  father; 
And  the  device  he  bears  upon  his  Ihield 
Is  an  arm’d  knight,  that’s  conquer’d  by  a lady  : 

1 he  motto  thus,  in  Spanilh,  Piuper  dulgura  queper 
fuerga .* 

[The  third  knight  paffes. 
Sim.  And  what’s  the  third? 

Thai.  The  third,  of  Antioch  ; 

Arid  his  device,  a wreath  of  chivalry: 

The  word,  Me pompcQprovcxit  apex.' 

[The  fourth  knight  paffes. 


w as  fometinies  termed  the  word  or  mot  by  our  old  writers.  Lt  mot% 
French  So,  in  Ma'fton  s Satires,  1599:  * 

44  Fabim' perpetual  golden  coat, 

44  Which  might  have  Jtmper  tdtm  for  a mot/* 

Thefe  Latin  mottos  may  perhaps  be  urged  as  a proof  of  the 
learning  of  Shalfpearc,  or  as  an  argument  to  (hew  that  he  was  not 
thcT'uibor  of  this  play  ; but  tournaments  were  fo  falhionablc  and 
frequent  an  entertaimnent  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  he 
might  veiy  eafily  bave  been  furmfhed  with  tbefe  Ihteds  of  literature* 

M A LON*. 

* »■■■—  Piu  fer  dntfurs  tjnt  per  Juer^o.  ] That  is,  more  by  f wett - 
rttji  thss  by  Jorce.  The  author  fltould  have  wiitten  Mss  per 
du'gnta.  See.  Piu  io  Italian  ftgniGes  more ; but,  i believe,  thcic 
is  no  fuch  Spanilh  word.  Malonk. 

* — — Mr  pnmpx  provexit  apex.]  All  the  old  copies  have — Me 
Potnpe y,  &t.  Whether  wcfhould  amend  thefe  words  as  follows  — rae 
poropur  provexit  apex, — or  corred  them  thus — me  Pompci  provexit 
apex.  f coufefs  my  ignorance.  A urtath  of  chivalry,  in  its  com- 
mon fenfc,  might  be  the  defert  of  many  knights  on  many  various 
^Kcafioas’,  To  that  its  particular  claim  to  honour  on  the  prefent  one 
is  not  very  dearly  afeertained.  — If  the  wreath  declares  of  itfelf 
that  it  was  once  the  ornament  of  Pomfey's  helm,  perhaps  here  may 
be  font e allufion  to  thofe  particular  marks  of  diftiudiou  which  he 
Wore  after  his  bloodlefs  vi&ory  over  the  Ciiician  pirates  : 

44  lu  vidis  cedat  fiistica  iaures  Galiis."  Steevens, 
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Sim.  Wbatis  the  fourth?5 

Thai.  A burning  torch,4  that’s  turned  upfide 
down  ; 

The  word,  Quod  me  alii,  me  extin  guit. 

Sim.  Which  Ihows  that  beauty  hath  his  power 
and  will. 

Which  can  as  well  inflame,  as  it  can  kill. 

[ Thejifih  knight  pajfcs. 
Thai.  The  fifth,  an  hand  environed  with  clouds 
Holding  out  gold,  that’s  by  the  touchflonc  tried: 
The  motto  thus,  Sic  JpeBanda Jides. 

[Thf  fixth  knight  pajjes. 
Sim.  And  what’s  the  fixth  and  laft,  which  the 
knight  himfclf 

With  fitch  a graceful  conrtefy  deliver’d  ? 

Thai.  He  feems  a flianger;  but  his  pTefentis 
A wither’d  branch,5  that’s  only  green  at  top  ; 

The  motto,  In  hac Jpe  vivo. 

Steeveni  ii  clearly  right  in  reading  pmp<t^  inftead  of  Pompffr 
and  the  meaning  of  the  knight  iu  the  choice  of  his  device  and  motto 
feems  to  have  been,  to  declare  that  lie  was  not  incited  by  love  to 
cuter  the  lids,  hut  by  the  deftre  of  glory,  and  the  ambition  of  ob- 
taining the  wreath  of  vidoiy  which  'I  Haifa  was  to  beftow  upon  lh« 
conqueror.  M Mason. 

3 What  is  the  fourth  t\  i.  e.  What  is  the  fourth  device. 

Malone, 

4 A burning  torch , 8cc.]  This  device  and  motto  may  have  been 
taken  fiom  Daniel's  tranflation  of  Paulis  Jcviut , in  i58>,  in  which 
they  arc  found.  Signal.  H.  7.  b.  Malone. 

The  fame  idea  occurs  again  in  King  Henry  VI  Psrt  I: 

**  Here  dies  the  du(ky  torch  of  Mortimer, 

41  Chok'd"  Ice.  Steev  ENS. 

* Hi  Jams  Icc.]  Ol<J  copy: 

He  feems  to  be  a fir  anger ; but  his  prefent 
Is  a niUct'J  branch , — — • 

Jor  reafous  frequently  given,  I have  here  deferted  the  ancient  text. 

SlE&YIM, 
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Sim.  A pretty  moral ! 

Frorr.  the  dejcfted  fiate  wherein  he  is, 

He  hopes  by  you  liis  fortunes  yet  may  flcmlfh, 

1.  Lord.  lie  bad  need  un::.;:  better  than  his  ont» 

ward  ft  o\v 

Can  any  way  Ipca!;  in  h's  j-aRcominen  u : 

For,  by  his  rufly  outlidc,  he  appears 
To  have  praflis'd  more  the  whipflc.v,  than  the 
lance.  • 

2.  Lord.  He  well  may  be  a Granger,  for  he 

comes 

To  an  honour'd  triumph,  flrangely  fumifhed. 

S.  Lord.  And  on  let  purpnie  let  his  armour  ruft 
Until  litis  day,  to  fcour  it  in  the  dull.7 

Sim.  Opinion’s  but  a loo!,  that  makes  us  fcan 
The  outward  habit  by  the  imvaul  mail.8 

8 — — the  wHpRock,]  i.  c.  ibe  carter’*  whip.  Set  note  on 
Tvtljlh  Ni*Kt%  Vo!;  V.  p.263,  n.  5.  Sielvens. 

7 let  his  ar:ncur  rv( f 

Until  this  doy,  to  fcour  it  in  the  The  idea  of  this  ill- 

appointed  kuight  appears  to  Irve  been  adopted  ftoru  Sidney’* 
Arcs i:a%  Booh  I:  “ His  armour  of  as  old  si  f«fbion,  betides  the 
rufiic  poor:. rile  &c, — fo  that  all  that  looked  cu,  meafured  hi*  length 
on  the  earth  already,"  fcc.  Si  "even*. 

“ The  outward  haiit  by  the  inward  r.an.J  i.  e.  that  make*  us  fcan 
the  inward  man  ly  she  outward  habit. 

This  kiud  of  iaveitioa  was  foroueily  very  common.  So,  in  The 
Merchant  of  Vnict : 

44 that  many  may  be  meant 

“ Bv  the  fool  multitude." 

See  the  note  on  that  psfirge  iu  Vol.  VIII.  p.  6b,  n.  2.  MALOKI. 
Why  Ihould  we  not  read  — 

44  Tlie  innard  habit  bv  the  Outward  man." 

The  words  were  accidentally  mtfpKced.  In  the  profc  romance 

already  quoted,  the  kin^  fays:  44 thefubyte  tnakcih  not  th^ 

xeiygioUs  man."  Steivins. 

In  my  top.*  this  Hue  is  quoted  in  an  old  hand  as  Mr.  Steevens. 
reads.  ARUlt. 
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But  Hay,  the  kniglus  arc  coming;  vve’U  withdraw 
Into  the  gallery.  [Exrun/. 

[G/«at  Jhouts,  and  all  cry , The  mean  kinght,^ 


SCENE  III. 

The  Jamc.  A Hall  of  Slate.— A Banquet  prepared. 

Enter  Simonides,  Thaisa,  Lords,  Knights,  ami 
' Attendants. 

Sim.  Knights, 

To  fay  you  aie  welcome,  were  fupciflnous. 

To  place  upon  the  volume  of  your  deeds,4 
As  in  a title-page,  your  worth  in  arms. 

Were  more  than  you  expe&,  or  more  than’s  fit, 
Since  every  worth  in  (how  commends  itfelf. 
Prepare  lor  m rth,  for  mit  th  becomes  a leaft: 

You  arc  my  guelts.  3 

! don’t  think  an y amendment  neceflary  ; but  the  piffage  Giould 
be  pointed  tiuu  : 

“ Opinion's  but  a fool,  that  makes  us  fcao 
•*  Tne  outlaid  habit  by.  the  inward  man.** 

That  is,  that  makes  ut  lean  the  inwa:d  man,  by  the  outward  habit. 

M.  Mason. 

* Great  Jhouts . and  all  cry%  The  mean  knight  ] Agaio,  in  the 
tin  II  Book  oi  Sidney’s  Arcadia : “ The  vi&oiy  being  by  the  judges 
given,  the  trumpets  wiiudlcd  to  the  itl-apparelied  kbiffiU” 

Stxivsks. 

* To  place  See.]  The  quarto,  1609,  reads — /place,  and  this 
corrupt  reading  was  followed  iu  that  of  1619,  and  iu  the  folio, 
1(164.  The  emendation  is  taken  fiom  the  (olio,  i6S5. 

Mai  on  1, 

3 You  art  my  furjls. ] Old  copy: 

Yu  a»r  primes,  and  my  gurjts. 

But  as  ail  the  pofocagvs  addicficd  were  not  prir,etsy  and  as  the 
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Thai.  Rut  you,  my  knight  and  guefl; 

To  whom  this  wreath  of  viftory  1 give, 

And  crown  you  king  of  this  day’s  happincfs. 

Per.  '1  is  more  by  fortune,  lady,  than  my  merit.  * 
Sim.  Call  it  by  what  you  will,  the  day  is  yours; 
And  here,  I hope,  is  noise  that  envies  it. 

In  (ramirg  artifls/ art  hath  thus  decreed. 

To  make  lorne  good,  but  others  to  exceed  ; 

And  you’re  her  labour'd  Icholar,  Come,  queen  o’the 
haft,6 

(For,  daughter,  fo  you  arc,)  here  take  your  place: 
Marfhal  the  red,  as  they  deferve  their  grace. 

Knights.  VVc  are  honour’d  muclqby  good  Si- 
monides. 

Sim.  Your  prefence  glads  our  days;  honour  we 
love, 

For  who  hates  honour,  hates  the  gods  above. 
Marsh.  Sir,  j ond’s  your  place. 

Per.  Some  other  is  more  fit. 

1.  Knight.  Contend  not,  fir;  for  wc  arc  gentle- 
men, 


me  a Cure  is  eveiburtbened  by  the  adruiffion  «i  thefe  words,  I have 
left  them  out 

The  c!  :.uge  I have  rnadr.  Hkcwifc  affords  a natural  introduction 
to  the  Conceding  fpeech  of  the  princefs.  STtlVfcM. 

4 than  tnv  merit. ] Thu*  thr  original  quarto,  1S09.  The 

fccotid  quarto  l»a» — merit.  Malone. 

In  framing  ar'i,#*,]  Old  copy: 

* In  framing  a.i  a'ttfi. 

Tliis  judicious  emendation  is  Mr.  Malone’s.  Steevens. 

4 — — Came,  queen  o'lhe  Craft, 

daugktr*-  fo  you  aic,)]  So,  in  The  Winltti  1 alt  ? 

prefent  youtfclf 

“ That  uAuA  you  arc,  mjlitjl  o'tht  JtaJi,"  Steevens* 
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That  neither  in  our  hearts,  nor  outward  eyes, 
Envy  the  great,  nor  do  the  low  defpife.  1 
Per.  You  are  right  courteous  knights. 

Sim.  hit,  fit,  fir;  fit. 

Per.  By  Jove,  I vconder,  that  is  king  of  thoughts, 
Thefe  cates  refill  me,  (he not  thought  upon.* 


* That  neither  in  our  hearts,  nor  outward  eyes. 

Envy  the  great,  nor  do  the  low  utjpije.  ] This  is  the  reading  of 
Ibc  quarto,  1619.  The  fiift  quarto  reads  : 

Have  neither  in  our  hearts,  nor  outward  eyes, 

Euviet  the  gredt,  nor  (hall  the  low  deiptfe.  MALONE. 

' * By  Jove,  1 wonder,  that  is  king  of  houghis, 

Ihtje  cates  rejijt  me,  (be]  not  thought  upon,  ] All  the  copies 
tcad  — 44 ke  not  thought  upon" — and  thcle  lines  are  given  to  Si- 
monides. In  the  old  plays  it  is  obfervable  that  declarations  of 
atfedion,  whether  difguifed  or  open,  arc  generally  made  by  both 
tbe  parties}  if  the  lady  utters  a tender  leniirocnt,  a correlponuing 
fcniittiem  is  ufually  given  to  her  lover.  — Hence  1 conclude  that 
the  author  wrote, 

(he  not  thought  upon ; 

and  that  thefe  lines  belong  to  Pericles.  If  he  be  right,  1 would 

read  : 

— — he  now  thought  upon . 

The  prince  recollecting  his  prefent  ft.tte.  and  comparing  it  with 
that  of  Simonides,  wonders  that  he  can  eat.  In  Gower*  where 
this  entertainment  is  particularly  described,  it  is  (aid  of  AppotlinuSf 
the  Pericles  of  the  prefent  play,  that 

44  He  fette  and  caft  about  hi>  etc 
44  And  fawe  the  lordes  iu  eftaie, 

44  And  with  bym  felfc  were  iu  debate 
44  Thynkcnde  wbat  he  had  lore  ; 

44  And  fuch  forowe  he  toke  therefore, 

44  That  be  fat  ever  fUlle  and  thought,  , 

44  As  he  which  of  no  meat  1 ought." 

So,  in  Kyng  Appotyn  of  Tkyre,ibio:  44  — — at  the  laft  he  fate 
him  down  at  the  table,  and  without  etynge,  he  behclde  the  noble 
company  of  lordes  and  grctc  eftates. — Thus  as  he  looked  all  about, 
a grete  lorde  that  ferved  at  tbe  kynge's  table  fayde  unto  the  kyngc, 
Ccrtcs.  fyr,  this  matt  wolde  gladly  your  honour,  for  he  deotk  not 
etc , but  bcboldcth  bendy  your  noble  magnyfycence,  and  is  in 
poynt  to  weep  ” 

The  words  reftjl  me,  however,  do  not  well  corrcfpond  with  lhi| 
idea.  Perhaps  they  are  corrupt.  Malone. 

You  XX,  G 
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Thai.  By  Juno,  that  is  queen 


Thtfe  cotes  reCft  me,  ] i.  e.  go  againft  my  ftomach.  I would  read, 
however  — be  not  thought  uf.n. 

It  appear  from  Gower  and  the  proTe  novel,  at  well  as  many  of 
the  lollowing  circumflance* , that  the  thoughts  of  Fetich  % were  not 
yet  employed  about  the  tnn^tjs.  He  is  ouly  ruminating  on  hit 
pall  misfortunes  on  his  former  lofTrs.  The  lady  had  found  out 
what  ailed  her,  long  before  ferities  made  a jGmilar  difeovety. 

St  u vi  ns. 

I have  no  doubt  but  Jit  is  the  right  reac?:ng,  that  the  fufl  of 
thefe  fpeechcs  belodgs  to  Pericles;  and  that  the  words  theft  call* 
refifi  me,  nr*  ji.fily  explained  by  Steevrria.  i he  intention  of  the 
poet  is  to  Chew  that  their  mutual  paflton  had  the  fame  eilcti  on 
Thaifa  and  Pericles:  Rut  as  «■*  aienot  to  fuppofe  that  Ids  mi  ft  :e  fa 
was  ever  out  of  his  thoughts,  the  lenfe  requires  that  wc  ihoulJL 
read, 

Theft  emits  refill  me , fbe  lut  thought  upon. 

Meaning  to  fay,  that  the  Righted  thoughts  of  her  took  away  his 
appetite  for  every  thing  elfe,  which  cottcfponds  with  what  Ihe  fay  a 
in  the  fubfequent  fpeech.  There  are  no  two  words  more  frequently 
iniftakca  lor  each  other,  in  the  old  phyi,  than  net  and  but.  A 
miftrefs,  when  not  thought  upon,  can  have  uo  died  with  her 
lover.  M.  Mason. 

If  this  fpecch  belongs  to  Pericles,  he  mufl  mean  to  fay,  that 
when  he  ceafes  to  think  of  his  coiltrefs,  his  ftomach  f ils  him  Is 
there  any  thing  unnatural  in  this?  As  difplealing  (eolations  are 
known  to  diminifli  appetite,  lo  plcalaul  ideas  may  be  fuppolcd  to 
enereale  tt. 

Pvrocles,  however  the  hero  of  Sidney’s  Auatia^  Rook  I.  find* 
ltimfelf  in  the  contrary  fituation,  while  feated  at  table  with  his 

miflrefs,  Phitoclea  : “ my  eve*  drank  much  more  eageiiy  of 

her  beauiic,  thao  my  mouth  did  of  any  other  liquor.  And  fo  waa 
my  common  fenle  deceived  (being  chieftv  bent  to  her)  tt  at  at  f 
drankc  the  wine,  and  withall  Hole  a looke  on  her,  out  ftc-ned  I 
tailed  her  delieioufneffc.  " 

I have  not  difturbed  the  fpeech  in  qucflion,  and  yet  where 
would  be  the  impropriety  of  leaving  it  in  the  mouth  of  Simonides? 
He  ik  as  deiirous  of  Pericles  for  a fon-in-law,  as  Thaifa  to  poflefs 
him  as  a hulband  ; an d if  the  old  geolleman  cannot  cat  for  thinking 
of  hitn,  filch  weaknefs  is  bnt  of  a piece  with  wh.it  follows, 
where  his  Pen.apoliun  nnjrfty,  in  a collocfuy  with  the  lovcis, 
render*  liimfclf  as  ridiculous  ai  King  Arthur  in  Tom  Thumb. 
Simonides  and  Thaifa  exprefs  a lort  of  family  impatience  for  tht 
mttainmeut  of  their  diliticui  purpofes.  He  wonders  why  hit 
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OT  marriage,  all  the  viands  that  I cat 
Do  fcem  unfavoury,  vvilliing  him  ray  meat?* 

Sure  he's  a gallant  gentleman. 

Sim.  He’s  but 

A country  gentleman  ; 

He  has  done  no  more  than  other  knights  have  done  : 
Broken  a ft r. IF.  or  fo ; fo  let  it  pals. 

Thai.  To  me  he  Teems  like  diamond  to  glafs. 
Pek.  Yon  king’s  to  me,  like  to  my  father's 
picture, 

Which  tells  me,  in  that  glory  once  he  was; 

Had  princes  Tit,  like  (tars,  about  his  thrune, 

And  he  the  fun,  for  them  to  reverence. 

None  that  beheld  him,  but  like  lefler  lights, 

Did  vail  their  crowns  to  his  fupremacy  ;a 


appetite  Calls  him,  unlefs  he  ii  thinking  on  Pericles ; file  willies  for 
pn  exchange  of  piovifion  ; a >d  (as  nurfe*  fay  in  fondnefs  to  rheir 
infants)  loves  her  prince  To  well  that  the  cou'd  eat  him.  The 
grofTttcfs  of  the  daughter  can  only  be  exceeded  by  the  anilitv  of 
the  father.  I cannot  perfuide  rayfclf  that  Shakfpearc  had  any 
Laud  in  producing  the  Hurlotbrumbic  ebarader  of  Simonides 

Striven*. 

•  him  my  mm/*]  I ana  afraid  that  a jingle  is  hero 

intended  between  meot  and  man.  The  two  words  weir,  I believe, 
in  our  author  s time,  generally,  and  are  at  this  day  in  W.  rwicldhi'C, 
pronounced  alike*  The  addrefs  to  Juno  countenances  this  lup- 
p oil  don.  M a lose. 

Surely  the  plain  meaning  is,  that  fhe  had  rather  have  a hulband 
lhau  a dinner ; that  fhe  wifhes  Periclts  were  in  the  place  of  the 
provihons  before  her*  regarding  Inin  (to  borrow  a phrafe  from 
Romeo)  as  tit  dtaiejl  morjtl  oj  tot  totth.  So,  in  Tkt  Jwo  Ait  It 
& inf  nun : 

44  If  thou  couch 

“ But  one  njght  with  her 

44  Thou  fhalt  icmctnbcr  nothing  more  than  what 
44  That  banquet  bids  thee  to.’*  STfckVESS 

* Did  v nil  ihtir  crowns  to  his  fupremacy}]  This  idea  perhaps  was 
caught  fr oui  the  Jitvt lotions ,.iv.  jo:  “ Aud  the  four  aud  twenty 
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Where  now  his  Ton’s  a glow-worm  in  the  night* 
The  which  hath  fire  in  darknefs,  none  in  light ; 
Whereby  I lee  that  time’s  the  king  of  men, 

For  he’s  their  parent,  and  he  is  their  grave,3 
And  gives  them  what  he  will,  not  wkatthey  crave. 
Sim.  What,  are  you  merry,  knights? 
i.  Kn  ight.  Who  can  be  other,  in  this  royal  pre- 
fcnce  ? 

Sim.  Here,  with  a cup  that’s  ftor’d  unto  the 
brim,4 


eldcn  fell  down  before  him  that  fst  on  the  throne,  and  call  their 
crowni  before  the  throne."  Stfevens. 

* Where  now  kit  fon’i  a glow-worm  in  the  night,  ] The  old 
copies  read — where  now  kis  fon  i?c  But  this  is  fcarcely  intel- 
ligible. Ihe  (light  change  that  has  been  made,  affords  an  eafy 
fenle.  White  is,  1 fuppofc,  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  ufed  for 
whereas. 

The  peculiar  property  of  the  glow»wornj,  ou  which  the  poet  has 
here  employed  a line,  he  has  in  Hamlet  happily  Hefciibed  by  « 
Angle  word  : 

“ The  glow-woim  (hows  the  matin  to  be  near, 

“ Aod  'gins  to  pale  his  unejjefiual  fire.**  Malone. 

* For  he's  their  parent,  and  ht  it  their  grave,  ] So,  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet  * 

41  The  earth,  that's  nature's  mother , is  her/onii; 

“ What  is  her  burying  grave,  that  is  her  uomf.'* 

Milton  has  the  fame  thought: 

“ The  womb  of  nature,  and  perhaps  her  giave." 

Id  tbe  text  the  fecond  quarto  has  beeo  followed.  The  firft  reads; 

He's  both  their  parent  and  he  is  their  grave.  Malone. 

* — — that's  flor’d  unto  the  him,  ] Hie  quarto,  1609,  reads— « 
that’s  Jvr'd  unto  the  brim.  Malone. 

If  / lift'd  be  the  true  reading,  it  muft  mean,  as  Milton  cxprelTea 
it,  that  the  liquor 

44  — — • dances  in  its  chryftal  bounds." 

But  I rather  think  we  fbould  read — Jlot'd , i.  e.  ieplenifhcd.  So 
fore  in  this  play  : 

44  Tbeir  tables  were  Jtor'd  fall." 

Again  : 

44  Ware  not  this  glorious  caikct  Jlor'd  with  ill.* 
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(As  yon  do  love,  fill  to  your  miftrcfs’  lips,5) 

We  drink  this  health  to  you. 

Knights.  We  thank  your  grace. 

Sim.  Yet  paufe  a while; 

You  knight,  methinks,  doth  fit  too  melancholy. 

As  if  the  entertainment  in  our  court 

Had  not  a fhow  might  countervail  his  worth. 

Note  it  not  you,  Thaifa? 

Thai.  What  is  it 

To  me,  my  father  ? 

Sim.  O,  attend,  my  daughter; 

Ptinces,  in  this,  fliould  live  like  gods  above. 

Who  freely  give  to  everyone  that  comes  < 

To  honour  them:  and  princes,  not  doing  fo,'_ 
Arc  like  to  gnats,  which  make  a found,  but  kill’d 
Are  wonder'd  at.b 

♦ 

Again : 

“ — — — thefe  our  (hip* 

41  Arc  fiord  with  com  ■ — Steevens. 

5 [As  you  do  lovty  fill  to  jour  mifirejs'  lifs%)\  i*  e.  let  the  quantity* 
©f  wine  you  fwallow,  be  proportioned  to  the  love  you  bear  your 
iniflicfs  : in  plainer  Englifh — 1J  you  lots  kijfing%  drink  a bumper. 
The  conflrudiou  is — As  you  love  your  niifticfici'  lift,  fo  fill  u» 
them.  Steevens. 

Read— fill  to  your  miftrefles.  Farmer. 

v ■ - • ■ and  princely  not  doing  Joy 

Art  like  to  gnats , uLich  make  a found , but  kill' i 
Arc  wonder'd  at.]  i.  e.  when  they  are  found  to  be  fucb  fmali 
iofignifiram  animals,  after  making  fo  great  a noife.  Percy. 

The  fetife  appears  to  be  ibis. — When  kings,  like  iufeds,  lie  dead 
brfore  us,  our  admiration  is  excited  by  contemplating  hour  io  both 
• i. (lances  the  powers  of  creating  bufUe  were  fupetiour  to  tbofc  which 
cither  obj-fi  fbould  feem  to  Lave  premifed.  1 he  worthlefs  monarch, 
and  the  idle  gnat,  have  only  lived  to  make  an  empty  bluffer;  and 
vben  both  alike  are  dead,  we  wonder  how  it  happened  that  they 
made  fo  much,  or  that  we  permitted  tbem  to  make  it: — a natural 
reliction  on  the  death  of  an  uufervieeablc  piioce,  who  having  dif« 
penltd  no  blcfiiugt,  cau  hope  for  no  better  charter. 

G i 
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Therefore  to  make’s  entrance  more  fi\’cet.  1icrcfay,r 
\V  e drink  tins  flanrfing-bowl  of  wine  to  him.' 

T HAI.  Alas,  mv  father,  it  befits  not  me 
Unto  a flraneer  knight  to  be  fo  bo'd  ; 

He  ma\  inv  proffer  take  for  an  offence, 

Since  men  take  women’s  gilts  for  impudence. 

5 m.  How  ! 

Do  as  1 bid  \ou.  or  vou’ll  move  me  elfe. 

Thai.  Now.  'by  the  gods,  he  could  notplenfc  me 
better.  * [Afidc. 

Sim.  And  further  tell  him,  we  defire  to  know. 

Of  whence  be  is,  his  name  and  parentage.* 

I nnnnt  however,  help  thinking  that  till*  pafTige  it  both  cor- 
rupted and  difartanged,  having  hern  originally  delijned  for  ouo 
of'tbofc  rh*min»»couplet»  with  wii.h  the  play  abounds : 

“ And  piincei-  not  doing  lo.  ate  like  thg  gnat, 

“ v Which  makes  a found,  but  kill'd  is  wonder'd  at.’* 

• t STrrvfNS. 

6 Therefore  ti  mike's  entrance  more  fweet,  here  /«J,]  Old  copy: 

Thtrrfir*  to  make  his  entance  mort  Jwttt, 

Hre  iay  See.  STrtvFvs.  ’ 

Entrance  was  f?rne  times  ufed  by  our  old  poets  as  a word  of  three 

fyllakles.  MaLOni. 

By  his  entrance,  I believe,  it  meant  hi*  prefent  trance , the 
reteiie  »p  which  lie  is  fuppofed  to  be  futing.  Stfivin?-. 

7  this  Handing  bowl  of  wine  to  4im  ] A Jiandw§-lowl  was 

a bowl  retting  on  a f >01.  Stffvfns. 

• Now,  />»  the  iritis,  he  could  not  pl'afe  me  letter . ] Thus,  in 
Twine  s tranfl.U'on : u Then  Lucina  having  already  in  her  heart 
profelied  to  dp  him  good,  and  now  perceiuing  very  luckily  her 
iat'iev’s  mind  to  be  inclined  to  tlie  defired  purpofe,**  8cc-  Stefvens. 

9 Of  i chenu  he  is,  kis  name  and  parentage. J So,  ia  the  Gonjejit 
A mantis : 

44  His  daughter — — — 

44  He  bid  to  go  on  his  mefljge, 

44  And  fan  ie  for  to  make  him  glade, 

44  And  (he  Viid  as  her  f.sder  bade  ; 

44  And  goth  to  him  the  fofic  paai, 

44  And  afketh  when*  and  what  he  was, 

14  And  puiibe  he  (hulde  bis  thought  lcvc.”  MALOHi* 
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Thai.  The  king  my  father,  fir,  has  drunk  to  you. 
Per.  I thank  him. 

Thai.  v\  ifhing  it  fo  much  blood  unto  your  life. 
Per.  I thank  both  him.^nd  you,  and  pledge  him 
freeiv. 

Thai.  And  further  he  defires  to  know  of  you, 
Of  whence  you  are,  your  name  and  parentage. 

Per  A gentleman  ofTyre  — ( my  name,  Peiicles; 
My  education  being  in  arts  and  aims  ; * ) — 

Who  looking  for  adventures  in  the  wor.d, 

Was  by  the  rough  feas  reftoffhips  and  men. 

Anil,  after  fliipwreck,  driven  upon  this  fhore.' 
Thai.  He  thanks  your  grace;  names  himfcLf 
Pericles, 

A gentleman  of  l vre,  who  only  by 
M isfprtune  of  the  feas  has  been  bereft 
Of  (hips  and  men,  and  call  upon  this  fhore. 

Sim.  Now  by  thp  gods,  I pity  his  misfortune, 
And  will  awake  him  from  his  melancholy. 

Come,  gentlemen,  we  fit  too  long  on  trifles. 

And  wafle  the  time,  which  looks  for  other  revel*. 
Even  in  your  armours,  as  you  are  addrefs’d, 

.Will  very  well  become  a foldier’s  dance. 3 

• — — being  in  arts  md  Arms  ; ] The  old  copie*  have  — Ittt, 

K am  rrfponnUic  for  the  corrc&ion  ; ai.d  tor  (he  introdudion  of  the 
wo  di  kaj  bttn  io  the  following  fpeech.  MALONE. 

* Even  in  your  armours,  as  you  are  addrefs'd. 

Will  very  util  fntomt  a foldier's  dtnee.  | As  you  are  accoutered, 
prepared  for  combat.  So,  in  Kir  4 Htnrj  V : 

•*  lo-morrow  for  the  march  »re  we  oddrtjs' d.** 

The  word  vtryy  in  the  next  line,  was  inferted  by  the  editor 
the  Folio.  Malone. 

So  iu  Twine  * rranflation:  — “ T may  rot  difcouife  at  large  of 
the  liberal  challenges  made  and  proclaimed  ai  the  tilt  kc.  — tunning 
aloote,  aud  dtunttr.^  in  a nnour"  kc.  Steeveks, 
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I will  not  have  excufe,  with  faying,  this 
Loud  mufick  is  too  harfli 4 for  ladies’  heads; 

Since  they  love  men  in  arms,  as  well  as  beds. 

, [ The  Knights  dance. 

So,  this  was  well  alk'd,  ’twas  fo  well  perform’d  * 
Come,  hr ; 

Here  is  a lady  that  wants  breathing  too: 

And  1 have  often  heard,6  you  knights  of  Tyr$ 

Are  excellent  in  making  ladies  trip; 

And  that  their  mealures  are  as  excellent. 

Per.  In  thole  that  praftife  them,  they  are,  my 
lord. 

Sim.  O,  that’s  as  much,  as  you  would  be  deny’d 
[The  Knights  and  Ladies  dance.. 
Of  your  fair  courtefy.  — Unclafp,  unclafp; 

Thanks  gentlemen,  to  all ; all  have  done  well. 

But  you  the  beft.  To  Pericles  ] Pages  and  lights, 
condufl.7 

Thcfe knights  unto  their  feveral  lodgings:  Yours,  fir, 

4 I will  not  have  excvfe , with  Joying,  this 

Lend  mufuk  is  too  karjh  — j i.  c.  the  loud  noife  made  by  ibe 
clafhing  of  ibeir  armour. 

llic  dance  here  introduced  is  thus  deferibed  in  an  ancient  Dialogs 
fgainjl  tkt  abujt  oj  Dancing,  bl.  1.  no  date  : 

“ There  is  a dance  called  Cboria, 

44  Which  joy  doth  teftify; 

11  Another  called  Pvrricke 
11  Which  warlike  feats  doth  try; 

For  men  in  armour  gcfturcs  made, 

41  And  leapt,  that  (o  they  might, 

41  When  need  requires,  be  more  prompt 
41  In  publique  weale  to  fight."  Malone. 

* So,  this  was  wtll  ajk' d%  'ta/as  Jo  well  perform' d.  ] i.  «.  the  as* 
ceUcncc  of  this  exhibition  lias  jultified  the  folicitation  by  which 
it  was  obtained.  Stelvfns. 

6 A*d  / have  often  heard , ] I have  inferred  the  word  often , which 
was  probably  omitted  by  the  carelefTncfs  of  the  compofitor. 

UALQNI, 

? * condufl — ] Old  copy  — to  conduS.  Steiveks. 
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We  have  given  order  to  be  next  our  own.  * 

Per.  1 am  at  your  grace’s  pleafure. 

%im.  Princes,  it  is  too  lau;  to  talk  of  love, 

For  that's  the  mark  1 know  you  level  at: 
Therefore  each  one  betake  him  to  his  refl ; 
To-morrow,  all  forfpeeding  to  their  bed. 

[ Exeunt. 


SCENE  IV. 

Tyre.  A Roojn  in  the  Governor's  Houje. 

Enter  Helicanus  and  Escanes. 

Hel.  No,  no,  my  Efcanes ; know  this  of  me,J— 
Amiochus  from  incefl  liv’d  not  free  ; 

For  which,  the  mod  high  gods  not  minding  longer 
To  withhold  the  vengeance  that  they  had  in  dore, 
Due  to  this  heinous  capital  offence; 

Even  in  the  height  and  pride  of  all  his  glory. 
When  he  was  (eated,  and  his  daughter  with  him. 
In  a chariot  of  ineflimable  value, 

A fire  from  heaven  came,  and  fhrivel’d  up 
Their  bodies,  * even  to  loathing;  for  they  fo  flunk, 

■ >■  ■ (o  It  next  cur  own.]  So,  Gower: 

41  The  kyngc  hi*  chamberleyne  let  calle, 

44  And  bad  that  he  by  all  Weye 

41  A chamber  for  this  roan  purvei 

44  Which  nipk  his  Own  ckambre  bet."  MALONI. 

* No.  no,  my  Efcants  ; See.  ] The  old  copy  : 

Noy  Efcants , know  this  oj  mt% . 

But  tbit  line  being  impeifefl,  1 fuppofc  it  (hould  be  read  at  I have 
primed  it.  Si  sevens. 

No,  EJcants\]  I fufpeft  the  author  wrote — Know  Efcanei  ; fee. 

\ Malone. 

? A fin  ] rom  heave*  tame,  and  JhrivtVd  up 

Their  bodies,]  Thi»  cmmnfrancc  it  mentioned  by  Cower ; 
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That  all  tliofc  eyes  ador'd  them,  ere  their  fait. 
Scorn  now  the  ir  hand  fhould  give  them  burial.1  ^ 
Esca.  ’ Twas  very  ftrange. 

Uel.  And  yet  but  juft  ; for  though 

This  king  were  great,  his  greatnefs  was  no  guard 
To  bar  heaven’s  fhaft,  but  fin  had  his  teward. 

Esca.  ’iis  very  true. 


Enter  three  Lords. 


1.  Lord.  See.  not  a man  in  private  conference, 
Qr  council,  has  refped  with  him  but  he  4 

2.  Lord.  It  (hall  no  longer  g.icvc,  without  re- 

proof. 

3.  Lord.  And  curs’d  be  he  that  will  uot  fecond 

it. 

l.  Lord.  Follow  me  then:  Lord  Hclicane,  a 
word.  i 

Hel.  With  me?  and  welcome:  Happy  day,  my 
lords. . 

I.  Lord.  Know,  that  our  griefs  are  rifen  to  the 
top. 

And  now  at  length  they  overflow  their  banks. 


44  - — — — — thev  hvm  tolde, 

•»  Thai  f ir  vengeance  a*  God  it  woldc, 

“ Antiochus,  as  men  rnaie  witte, 

44  With  tlio^der  and  lighinvng  is  forfmitte* 

“ His  dougt.t^i  hath  the  lame  chance, 

11  So  dcq  thei  both  in  o balance."  MALONi. 

* That  all  tk  Jt  tjts  »4a*’d  tkrm,  trt  tkur  fafl% 

Scorn  now  See.  J The  cxprcfTijn  i*  floptical : 

Tkjt  all  tkofe  ejts  which  ador'd  mem  &c.  Malone. 
s.Sn,  not  a mia  kc  ) To  what  ibis  charge  nf  p partiality  was, 
deligncd  to  ronlud,  we  do  not  lea*n  ; for  it  appears  to  have  »• 
influent ? over  the  sell  of  the  dialogue.  Sriivinv 
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ITel.  Your  griefs,  for  wliat?  wrong  not  the  prince 
you  love. 

I.  Lord  Wrong  not  vourfcif  then,  noble  Heli- 
cane ; 

But  if  the  prince  do  iive,  let  us  falnte  him. 

Or  know  what  ground's  made  happy  bv  his  breath. 
If  in  the  world  he  live,  we’ll  feek  him  out; 

If  in  his  grave  he  re fl  we’ll  find  him  there  ; 

And  be.  rtfoiv’d,  he  lives  to  govern  us. 5 • 

Or  dead,  gives  caulc  to  mourn  his  funeral, 

And  leaves  us  6 to  our  free  eleftion. 

,3.  Loan.  Whole  death’s,  indeed,  theflrongeft  in 
our  cenfure : ’ 

Andknoving  this  kingdom,  if  without  ahead,* 
(Like  goodly  buildings  left  without  a roof,5) 

• And  It  refolv'd,  he  lives  to  govern  t/s,  ) Rejolv'd  is  fslisfied, 
freed  fi  oro  doubt.  So,  in  a fu  fcquent  feene  : 

“ RJAve  your  aogry  fithcr,  if  my  tongue,"  8cc. 

Malone. 

9 And  leaves  us — ] The  quarto,  1609,  leads — And  leave  111, 
which  cannot  be  right.  Mai  ONE. 

7 Who  ft  death's,  indeed,  the  flrongefl  in  our  cenfure:  ] i.  e.  th« 
mnft  probrblc  iu  our  opioioo.  Cenfure  is  thus  ufed  in  King 
Rieiard  111: 

41  To  give  your  ten/ures  in  this  weighty  buGncfs." 

Steepens. 

The  old  copies  read — Whofir  death  indeed,  8:c.  Malone. 

9 And  kuou  inr  this  kingdom,  if  without  a head,  ] They  did  not 
hnnu/  that  the  kingdom  had  ahfdutcly  loll  its  governor;  for  in  the 
very  preceding  line  this  lord  obferves  that  it  was  only  more  p tb  Ale 
that  he  was  dead,  than  living.  1 therefore  read,  with  a very  (light 
change,-  ij  without  a bead.  The  old  copy,  for  ij%  has — is.  la 
the  next  line  but  one,  bv  fupplying  the  word  ui.7,  which  I 
fuppofe  was  oroiued  by  the  carelcfTpef*  of  the  compoGtor,  the  fenfg 
and  metre  arc  both  reito-ed.  The  pallage  as  it  Hands  in  the  old 
copy,  i»  uol,  by  any  mode  of  couftrudion,  reducible  to  grammar, 

Mai  ONE. 

* ( Like  fondly  buildinfs  left  wUkont  a roof.)  The  fioie  thought, 
occuis  iq  Henry  IV,  Part  11  s. 
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Will  foon  to  ruin  fall,  your  noble  felf, 

That  bell  know’ll  how  to  rule,  and  how  to  reign. 
We  thus  fubmit  unto, — our  fovereign. 

All.  Live,  noble  Helicane! 

Hel.  Try  honour’seaufe  ;9  forbear  your  fuffragei; 
If  that  you  love  prince  Pericles,  forbear. 

'lake  1 your  wilh,  1 leap  into  the  leas, 

Where’s  hourly  trouble,  for  a minute’s  eafe.* 

A twelvemonth  longer,  let  ine  then  entreat  you 
To  forbear  choice  r’the  ibfence  of  your  king;* 


••  —— leave*  his, part-created  coft 
“ A naked  fubjeft  lo  the  weeping  clouds, 

4*  And  wifte  for  cliutlifh  winter*!  tyranny."  Steeveks. 

* Try  honour's  caufe ; j Perhaps  we  (houtd  read; 

Try  honour's  courfc  ; — — . Steevlns. 

3 Take  / your  rvijh,  l leap  into  the  feaa,  ‘ 

Where's  hourly  trouble , See.  ] Thus  the  old  copy.  Stekvsns. 
It  muft  he  acknowledged  that  a lioc  iu  Hamlet, 

“ Or  to  take  aims  again!)  a fra  of  troubles," 
as  well  a*  the  rhyme,  adds  Come  fupport  to  this  reading:  yeti  have 
no  doubt  that  the  poet  wrote: 

I leap  into  the  feat, . 

So,  in  Macbeth  : 

11  — -1  have  no  fpur 

44  To  prick  the  (ides  of  ray  iutent;  but  only 

,l  Vau'ting  ambition,  which  o'tr-leaps  itfelf,"  See. 

On  flr.p-board  the  pain  and  pleafure  may  be  in  the  proportion 
litre  dated  ; but  the  troubles  of  him  who  plunges  into  the  Jia  (unleis 
!*:  happens  to  be  an  expert  fwimrocrj  art  fcldora  of  au  hour's  du- 
ration. Malone. 

Where's  hourly  trouble,  for  a minute's  eaft.  ] So,  in  K.  Richard  III: 
44  And  each  hour’s  joy  wreck'd  with  a week  of  teen." 

Malone. 

The  exprefTion  is  figurative,  and  by  the  words  — / leap  into  the 
Jeast  See.  I believe  the  fpeakcr  only  m.ans—  I embark  too  kajlily  on 
an  expedition  in  which  eafe  is  difproportioncd  to  labour.  Stkevens. 

3 Jo  forbear  See.  ] Old  copy: 

To  forbear  the  abfence  of  your  king. 

So  me  word  being  omitted  in  this  line,  1 read: 

To  forbear  choice  i'the  abjenee  of  your  king.  Steivens. 
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If  in  which  time  expir’d,  he  not  return, 

I (hall  with  aged  patience  bear  your  yoke. 

But  if  I cannot  win  you  to  this  love, 

Go  fearch  like  noblemen,  like  noble  fubje&s, 

And  in  your  fearch,  fpend  your  aidventurous  worth; 
Whom  if  you  find,  and  win  unto  return, 

You  fhall  like  diamonds  fit  about  his  crown.  * 
l.  Loud.  To  wifdom  he’s  a fool  that  will  not 
yield; 

And,  fince  lord  Helicane  enjoineth  us, 

We  with  our  travels  will  endeavour  it.5 

Hen.  Then  you  love  us,  we  you,  and  we’ll  cla  Ip 
hands; 

When  peers  thus  knit,  a kingdom  ever  hands. 

[ Exeunt. 


4 ■ ■■—  ■ and  win  unto  return, 

Tcu  Jhall  lilt  diamonds  fit  about  his  crown . ] As  thefc  are  the 
concluding  lines  of  a fpeech,  perhaps  they  were  meant  to  rhyme. 
We  might  therefore  read  : 

and  win  unto  renown, 

a.  e.  if  you  prevail  on  him  to  quit  his  prefent  obfeure  retreat,  and 
be  reconciled  to  glory,  you  fhall  be  acknowledged  as  the  biightclt 
ornaments  of  his  throne.  Steevfns. 

* We  with  our  travels  H>iU  endeavour  it.  ] Old  copy: 

IV e with  our  travels  will  endeavour. 

Endeavour  what  ? I fuppofe,  to  find  out  Pericles.  I have  therefore 
added  the  fyllable  which  appeared  wanting  both  to  metre  and  fenfe. 

STKEfINI. 

The  author  might  have  intended  an  abrupt  fenlcnce. 

Malomi,' 

I would  readily  concur  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Malone,  had 
paffion,  inhead  of  calm  icfolution,  didated  the  words  of  the 
fpcaker.  Steivsni. 
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SCENE  V. 

Pentapoiis.  A Room  in  the  Palace. 

Enter  Simonides,  reading  a Letter ;6  the  Knight* 
meet  him. 

l.  KnJCHT.  Good  moiroty  to  the  good  Simonides! 
Sim.  Knights,  from  iny  daughter  this  1 let  you 
know, 

1 hat  for  this  twelvemonth,  file'll  not  undertake 
A nianied  life. 

Her  rcafon  to  hcrfelf  is  only  known. 

Which  from  herfelf  by  no  means  can  I get. 

a.  Knight.  May  vve  not  get  acccfs  to  her,  ray 
lord  ? 

Sim.  ’Faith,  by  no  means;  flic  hath  fo  flrifily 
tied  her 

T o her  chamber,  that  it  is  impoffiblc. 

One  twelve  moons  more  file’ll  bear  Diana’s  livery; 
1 his  by  the  eye  of  Cynthia  hath  file  vow'd,7 
And  on  her  virgin  honour  will  not  break  it. 


• lo  Tit  Hijlorie  of  King  Appolyn  of  Tkyre%  «*  two  lyngtt  fontT* 
pay  ibeir  court  to  the  daughter  of  Ar<i)Jlrates , (the  Simonides  of 
the  prrfent  play).  He  fends  two  rolls  of  paper  to  her,  comait.ing 
their  names,  kc  and  defires  her  to  choofe  which  fhc  will  marry. 
She  wiites  him  a letter  (in  aufwer),  of  which  Appolyn  is  the 
bcaicr, — that  (lie  will  have  the  matt  “ which  hath  pefled  ihcdaun- 
get ous  umlcs  ami  pervlles  of  the  fca — all  oilier  to  refute.**  *lh« 
fame  circutuftance  is  ineulioucd  by  Gower,  who  lias  introduced  ihttf 
fuitois  iuitcad  ol  luQ,  in  which  our  author  has  followed  him. 

Maloni. 

In  Twine's  tranflatioo,  thefc  fuitors  are  alfo  tine  in  number,-.. 
Ardonius,  Muudilius,  and  Caruillus.  SiiFvtNS. 

7 This  hj  tit  eyt  of  Cjn/mM  hath  fit  K*V,  j It  were  to  I,# 
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3.  KsrcHT.  Though  loath  to  bid  farewell,  we  take 
our  leaves.  [ Exeunt. 

Sim.  So 

They’re  well  defpatch'd  ; now  to  my  daughter’* 
-letter:  •• 

She  tells  me  here,  fhe’il  wed.  the  (Iranger  knight. 
Or  neveT  more  to  view  nor  day  nor  lighc. 

Midrefs. ’tis  well,  your  choice  agrees  with  mine; 

1 like  that  well:  — nay,  how  abfolute  (he’s  in’t. 
Not  minding  whether  1 didike  or  no  ! 

VVell,  1 commend  her  choice  ; 

And  will  no  longer  have  it  be  delay’d. 

Soft,  here  he  comes:  — 1 mult  dillemble  it. 

Enter  Pericles. 

Per.  All  fortune  to  the  good  Simonides  ! 

Sim.  To  you  as  much,  fir!  I am  beholden  to 
you, 

For  your  fweet  mufick  this  lad  night:'  my  ears, 

vnfhed  that  Simonides  (who  is  reprefented  as  a blamelefs  eharafler) 
had  hit  on  fo  nt  more  ingenious  expcdici  t lor  the  diftmfi.no  of  thefe 
wooos  Hoe  he  tills  them  as  a folctuu  liutb,  what  Le  knows  to 
be  a hdion  of  hi*  own.  SrEtVkN*. 

* — — J am  btKofden  to  you% 

For  your  Jutrt  mufuk  this  lajt  night:  ] Here  alfo  our  author  has 
followed  Gower: 

“ She,  to  dooue  hir  fiders  hell, 

»*  Hir  harpe  fet,  and  in  the  fclle 
**  Upon  a c^aire,  vvhichc  thei  fette, 

•*  Hir  fclfe  next  10  this  man  (he  fette. 

4i  With  harpe  both  and  eke  with  mouth 
**  lo  him  (be  did  all  that  (he  couth, 

“To  make  him  chrrc  ; and  cve»  he  fighetb, 

“ And  (he  him  alketh  howt  him  like  ill. 

♦»  Madame,  tenet  well,  he  f^ied  | 

•*  But  if  ye  the  mcafuic  pitied, 

“ Whiche,  il  you  lift.  I (hall  you  lefe,1 
•*  U wcie  a glad  thing  (or  to  hcf*» 
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I do  protefl,  were  never  better  fed 
With  fuch  delightful  pleafing  harmony. 

Per.  It  is  your  grace’s  pleafure  to  commend  ; 
Not  my  deferc. 

Sim.  Sir,  you  are  ronfick’s  mafler. 

Per.  Theworflofall  her  fcholars,  my  good  lord. 
Sim.  Let  me  a(k  one  thing.  What  do  you  tbiuk, 
fir,  of 

My  daughter? 

Per.  As  of  a mod  virtuous  princefs, 

Sim.  And  file  is  fair  too,  is  fhe  not? 

Per.  As  a fair  day  in  lurnmtr;  wond’rcus  fair. 
Sim.  My  daughter,  fir,  thinks  very  well  of  you; 
Ay,  fo  well,  fir,  that  you  mufl  be  her  mafler, 

And  file’ll  your  fcholar  be;  therefore  look  to  it. 

Per.  Unworthy  1 to  be  hei  fchoolmaflcr. * 

Sim.  She  thinks  not  fo  ; perule  this  writing  elfe. 
Per.  What’s  here! 

A letter,  that  fhe  loves  the  knight  of  Tyre? 

’Tis  the  king’s  fubtilty,  to  have  my  life.  [AJidc, 
O,  leek  not  to  intrap,  my  gracious  lord,* 

“ A leve  fir,  iho  quod  (be, 

44  Nowe  take  the  barpe,  and  Ictc  me  fee 
44  Of  what  mcafure  that  ye  menc.  — 

44  He  iaktth  the  harpe,  and  in  bis  wife 
“ He  tcmpicth,  and  of  fuch  afiize 
“ Syngioge  be  harpeth  fouh  wilball, 

44  That  as  a voice  ccleitial 

44  Hem  thought  it  fowned  in  her  ere, 

44  As  though  that  in  au  aogell  were.”  Malone. 

• to  be  ktr  fckcolmajler.  ] Thus  the  quarto,  i6i >}.  The 

fcrft  copy  reads — Jor  her  fchoolmaflcr.  Malone. 

• — — ray  gracious  lord,  ] Old  copies  — nt.  I am  aufwcrablc  j 
for  the  ccncdiou.  Malone. 
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A Granger  and  diftrefled  gentleman, 

That  never  aim’d  fo  high,  to  love  your  daughter, 
But  bent  all  offices  to  honour  her. 

Sim.  Thou  haft  bewitch’d  my  daughter,3  and  thou 
art 

A villain. 

Per.  By  the  gods,  I have  not,  fir. 

Never  did  thought  of  mine  levy  offence  ; 

Nor  never  did  myaffions  yet  commence 
A deed  might  gain  her  love, oryour  difpleafure. 

Sim.  Traitor,  thou  lieft. 

Per.  Traitor? 

Sim.  Ay,  traitor,  fir. 

Per.  Even  in  his  throat,  (unlefs  it  be  the  king/) 
That  calls  me  traitor,  I return  the  lie. 

Sim.  Now.by  the  gods,  I do  applaud  his  courage. 

[A  fide. 

Per.  My  a£lionsare  as  noble  as  my  thoughts. 
That  never  relilh’d  of  a bafe  defcent.5 
I came  unto  your  court,  for  honour’s  caufe, 

And  not  to  be  a rebel  to  her  ftate  ; 

And  he  that  otherwife  accounts  of  roe. 

This  fword  fhall  prove,  he’s  honour’s  enemy. 


3 T4ou  kajl  bewitch'd  my  daughter,]  So,  Brabantio  addrelGog 
bimlelf  to  Othello  : 

“ Damn'd  ai  thou  art,  tbou  halt  enchanted  her." 

STiavtNt.  * 

* the  Tbui  the  quarto,  1609.  The  fecood  copy 

hai— e king.  Malone. 

9 That  never  rtlilh'd  of  a ha/e  defcent,  ] So,  in  Haentet : 

“ Tbatbai  uo  rtlijh  of  falvatiotun  it." 

Again,  in  Mache  Ik  : 

“ So  well  tby  wordi  become  thee  as  thy  wound*  ; 

“ Tbey/maii  of  Kentur  both,"  hlAiONi. 

Voe.  XIX,  H 
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Sim.  No! 

Here  comes  my  daughter,  Gie  can  witnefs 
Enter  Thaisa. 

Per.  Then,  as  yon  are  as  virtuous  as  fair, 
Rcfolveyour  angry  father,  il  my  tongue 
Did  e’er  folicit,  or  my  hand  lublctibe 
To  anyfyllable  that  made  love  to  you? 

Thai.  Why,  lir,  fay  if  you  had, 

Who  takes  offence  at  that  would  make  me  glad  ? 

Sim.  Yea,  millreff,  are  you  lo  peremptory? — 
I am  glad  of  it  with  all  my  heart.  [Afidc.\  I'll 
tame  you ; 

I’ll  bring  you  in  fubjeclion. — 

Will  you,  not  having  mv  confent,  beflow 
Your  love  and  your  affeflions  on  a Granger? 

(Who,  for  ought  1 know  to  the  contrary. 

Or  think,  may  be  as  great  in  blood  as  I.)  [Afide. 
Hear,  therefore,  miflrefs  ; frame  your  will  to  mine,  — 
And  you,  fir,  hear  you. — Either  be  rul’d  by  me. 

Or  I will  make  you — man  and  wife. — 

Nay,  conie;  your  hands  and  iips  mull  fcal  it  too  — 
And  being  join’d.  I’ll  thus  your  hopes  deflroy  ; — 
And  forafurther  grief, — God  give  you  jov  ! 

What,  are  you  both  pleas'd? 

'I  haI.  Yes,  if  you  love  me,  fu. 


Hrte  comes  my  daughter  , /he  can  uitnefs  i/.]  Thus  all  the'  copies. 
Simonides,!  think,  meaut  to  fay — Not  a rrbtl  to  our  jlatt ! — JHett 
comes  my  daughter:  Jhe  con  prove,  tkou  art  one.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  author  vrote — Wove,  Here  comes,  kc. — In  Uthelio  wc  Ejiti 
nearly  the  fame  words  : 

“ Here  comes  the  lady,  lei  her  wittefsiu”  Malone. 
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Per.  Even  as  my  life,  my  blood  that  Toilers  it/ 
Sim.  What,  art  you  both  agreed  ? 

Both.  \es,  ’pleafe  yonrmajefly. 

SfM.  ltpleafeth  me  fo  well.  I’ll  Ice  you  wed; 
Then,  with  what  halte  you  can,  get  you  to  bed. 

[ Exeunt'. 

7 Evtn  as  my  life , my  blood  that  fojtrrs  7'/.]  Even  as'  my  life  loves 
my  blood  that  fupports  il. — Che  quarto,  1613,  aud  the  fubfequent 
copies,  read  : 

Evtn  as  ms  life , or  blood  that  fojlns  il . 

The  reading  o(  the  text  is  found  in  the  fiift  quarto.  Malone, 

I cauuot  approve  of  Malone's  explanation  of  this  litre:  — To 
make  a pctloti  of  life,  and  to  fav  it  loves  the  blood  that  foftets  it, 
is  an  idea  to  which  I cannot  reconcile  my  ielf. 

Pericles  rwcans  meicly  to  fay,  that  he  loves  Haifa  as  his  life,  or 
• • the  blood  that  luppoits  ii ; and  il  is  in  ibis  feufe  that  the  editors 
of  the  quarto  of  i6iq,  and  the  fubfequent  copies,  conceived  the 
paffage  — Hut  the  iuleriion  of  the  word  or  was  not  oeceflary  ; it 
was  fuflicietu  to  point  it  thus: 

Evtn  as  my  lije  ; the  blood  that  foJltfs  it.  M.  Mason. 

Will  a piecediog  line  (fee  p.  87)  befrie  d the  opii.ion  of  either 
commentator  ? 

41  Wifltingit  fo  much  Hood  unto  ) Our  lift'' 

In  my  opinion,  however,  the  fenfe  in  the  text  was  meant  to 
coincide  with  that  which  is  fo  much  better  cxprcHid  in  Julius 
Majar : 

“ As  dear  to  me,  as  are  the  ruddy  drops 

44  That  vifii  u»y  lad  heart.'4  SltsviNi. 
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ACT  III. 

Enter  Gower. 

Gow.  Now  deep  yflaked  hath  the  rout;  * 
No  din  but  fnores,  the  boufe  about. 

Made  louder  by  the  o’er-fed  bread9 
Of  this  mod  pompous  marriage  lead. 

The  cat,  with  e\ne  of  burning  coal. 

Now  couches  'fore  the  moufe’s  hole;1 


* Now JUtp  yjiabei  kali  lit  rout ; 

No  din  ivljno? esy  k c.]  Tbc  quarto,  1609,  and  the  fubfequeot 
copies,  read ; 

No  din  but  /mm  about  tbc  boufe. 

Afl  Gower's  fpcecbct  arc  all  in  rhyme.  It  is  clear  that  the  oil 
copy  js here  corrupt.  It  Erft  occurred  10  ine  that  tbc  author  might 
have  written : 

Now Jlttp  yjtaked  lath  lit  loufe  ; 

i.  «.  the  caroufal.  But  the  mere  tranfpofition  of  the  latter  part  of 
tbc  fccond  line,  renders  any  further  change  unnecadary.  Jiout  is 
likewife  cfed  by  Gower  for  a comysny  in  the  tale  of  Appilinus%  the 
Fmtlti  of  the  prefcotplay : 

M Upon  a tytnc  with  a route 
1 44  This  lord  to  play  gocth  hym  out." 

£gain : 

44  It  fell  a daie  tbei  riden  oute, 

44  The  tinge  and  qurene  and  all  the  route,'*  MAjloni. 

* No  din  tut  /torts,  the  iou/e  about , 

Made  louder  by  tie  o'tr-jtd  bread—]  So  Virgil,  fpeaking  or 
Rhamncs,  who  was  killed  in  the  midnight  expedition  of  Ntfua  and 
Euryalus : 

44  Rhamnetcn  aggreditur,  qut  forte  tapetibus  altis 
44  Exuu&us,  toto  projabot  peBtre/omnum.''  Steevins. 

The  quarto  1619,  the  folios,  and  Mr.  Rowe,  all  read,  o*er  Jte 
he*/.  The  true  reading  hat  been  recorded  from  the  hrft  quarto. 

IhLOn. 

*  ’fore  Hi  mnfi’t  hit ; ] Old  copy  : 

—————from  tki  me u/ii  kill; 

{thick  nay  perbape  mean — it  Jttu  tilth  Jrt9  til  »*«/»•» 
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And  crickets  fing  at  th’  oven’s  mouth, 

As  the  blither  for  their  drouth. ' 

Hymen  hath  brought  the  bride  to  bed. 

Where,  by  the  lofs  of  maidenhead, 

A babe  is  moulded  :4— Beattent,5 
And  time  that  is  fo  briefly  fpent, 

With  your  fine  fancies  quaintly  eche;c 
What’s  dumb  in  ihow,  I’ll  plain  with  fpeech. 


hole.  I believe,  however,  we  ought  to  read — 'fere  the  moufe’s 
hole.  Malone. 

* And  crickets  Jing  at  tk*  even’s  mouth , 

As  the  Hither  for  their  drouth.]  So,  in  Cymbeline  : 

“ The  crickets  fug,  end  man's  o’crlabour’d  feufe 
41  Repairs  itfelf  by  reft.*’ 

The  old  copy  has — Are  the  blither,  fee.  The  emendation  wai 
fuggefled  by  Mr.  Steevens.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  read  : 

“ And  crickets,  Jingirig  at  the  oven's  mouth, 

44  Art  the  blither  for  their  drouth."  Maloni. 

This  additional  fyllable  would  derange  the  mcafure. 

Steevens. 

* Hymen  hath  brought  /he  bride  to  bed, 

Where,  by  the  lofs  of  maidenhead , 

A babe  is  moulded:]  So,  in  Twine's  translation,  : 44  The  bride 
was  brought  to  bed , and  ApoHooius  tarried  not  long  from  her,  where 
he  accompli  (bed  the  duties  of  marriage,  and  faire  Luciaa  conceived 
with  tkilde  the  fame  night.'*  Steevens. 

* Be  atteot,]  This  adjc&ive  is  again  ufed  in  Hamlet , AEk  L' 
fc.  ii.  Malone. 

6 With  jour  fine  fancies  quaintly  cche  ;]  i.  e.  eke  out.  So,  in  the 
Chorus  to  King  Henry  V . (hrft  folio)  : 

44 ftiU  be  kind, 

44  And  tekt  oxit  our  performance  with  your  mind." 

Agaiu,  in  The  Merchant  o]  Venice , quarto,  lboo,  (Htyei**  edl^ 
t»on  ;) 

44 —"tie  to  peeze  the  time, 

44  To  eek  it,  and  to  draw  it  out  in  length."  Maloni, 
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Dumb  Jho  uk 

Enter  Pericles  and  Simonides  at  one  door,  with 
Attendants  : a M'Jftnger  meets  them,  kneels,  and 
gives  Pericles  a letter.  Pericles  Jhows  it  to 
Simonides;  tlu  Lords  kneel  to  the  Jormer J 'Then 
enter  1 haisa  with  child,  and  Lychorida.  Si- 
monides Jhows  his  daughter  tke  letter  ; Jhe  re- 
joices: [he  and  Pericles  take  leave  of  her  father, 
and  depart.  Then  Simonides.  <bc.  retire. 

Gons’.  By  many  a (learn  and  painful  perch,' 
Of  Pericles  the  careful  fcarch 
By  ihe  four  oppofing  coignes,' 

Which  the  world  togcihti  joins. 


* — lh  Lori,  tout  It  former.]  The  lord*  kneel  to  Petielet, 
becaufc  Ihef  arc  now,  foi  the  firft  titne  informed  by  this  letter, 
that  he  is  king  of  Tyre.  **  No  mau,"  fay»  Gower,  ia  his'  Ctnfejfit 
Amontii, 

knew  the  fotb  cas, 

IK  Butbehym  ftlfe  ; what  mao  he  was.** 

Byihedeath  of  Aniiochus  and  hi*  daughter,  Pericles  has  alfo  luc- 
c ceded  to  the  throne  of  Antioch,  in  coufequcncc  ol  having  lightly 
interpreted  the  riddle  ptenofed  10  him.  Malonk. 

lij  many  a ehnrn  nn  I painful  ptreh,  &c.]  Dear n it  direfnl%  l\ fmal. 
See  Skinner's  Eljmol . in  v Dm.  The  word  is  ttfed  by  Spcrtfer, 
B IF.  cl  i ft.  5$ — tt.  ill.  e.  i.  ft.  14.  The  cot>nruftion  is  force* 
what  involved.  the  cartful  fuarch  of  Ptricltt  is  made  by  na« r a 
el  tarn  aud  painful  p*>c\.  — by  Mr  four  ('pp'Jinf  coigntj,  which  join  lit 
world  toptktr  g — nitk  all  due  till  pace  % &c.  MALOSf. 

Dta>n  (ignifies  lonely  % fotilary.  Sec  note  on  King  Lear,  Aft  III. 
fc.  vii.  A fetch  is  a tncafute  of  five  yards  and  a half. 

Stef  viKf* 

* ftf  tie  four  oppofinp  coi  'oes,]  By  the  four  oppofite  corner-Jltnes 
that  uni  e ltlf<  t,inrl  together  the  great  fabnek  of  the  world.  The 
woid  is  again  a fed  by  Shakfpcarr  in  Macbeth  : 

44 No  jutty,  frieze, 

41  Buttref*,  or  coi^nt  of  vantage,  but  this  bird 
41  Hath  made  ?ii*  peodaot  bed  and  ptocreaot  cradle.” 
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Is  made,  with  al!  due  diligence, 

That  horTe,  and  fail,  and  high  expcnce. 

Can  Read  the  quell.’  At  laft  from  Tyre 
(Fame  anfwering  ihe  mod  Arcing  inquire,*) 

To  the  court  of  king  Simonides 
Are  letters  brought;  the  tcnour  tbefe  : 
Antiocluis  and  his  daughter’s  dead;  • 

The  men  of  1 yrus,  on  the  head 

Of  Helicanus  would  feton 

The  crown  of  I'yre,  but  he  will  none: 

The  mutiny  there  he  hades  t’appeale  ;* 

Says  to  them,  if  king  Pericles 

In  the  pa  nv  bsfore  us,  t!i«  author  feenas  to  have  eonfiderad  tho 
world  at  a ftupeodous  edifice,  artificially  conftru&ed. — lo  feck,  a 
«nau  in  every  corner  of  ibe  ghhey  is  Hill  comaou  language. 

A!!  the  ancient  copies  read: 

By  the  Jour  Oppofmg  ertgnes, 

but  there  is  no  fuch  Englitfi  word.  For  the  ingenious  emendation 
inferted  in  the  text,  which  it  produced  by  the  change  ef  a fingle 
letter,  the  reader  it  indebted  to  Mr.  Tyrwhitt.  Malone. 

The  word— coign,  occurs  alfo  in  Coriolanut  : 

“ See  you  yond'  coign  o'the  Capitol ?’*  StievenS. 

* Can  (lead  the  quejl.  ] i.  e.  help,  befriend,  or  afud  the  Cearch. 
So,  in  Meajure  for  Meajure  ? 

»• can  you  fo  Jteai  me, 

•*  To  bring  rne  to  the  fight  of  Kabila?”  Steivens. 

• [Fame  anjwtring  the  mojt  ftroug  inquire,)]  The  old,  copy 
reads — the  -tnod^rfln^r  inquire  ; but  it  iurely  was  not  ftrange,  that 
Pericles’  fabjc&s  (hould  be  felicitous  to  know  what  was  become  of 
biin.  We  thould  certainly  read — the  rood  Jlr on g inquire; — this 
earned,  anxious  inquiry.  The  fame  miftake  has  happeued  in  Tko 
l uO  Genltemen  of  Verona,  folio,  i6?3: 

l*  Whole  weaknefs  married  to  thy  granger  date  — 
in  (lead  of  t Granger . The  fame  midake  has  alfo  happened  in  eth^f 
places.  Malone. 

3 Tie  mutiny  &c.  ] Old  copy  t 

The  mutiny  he  there  holies  f'opprefs; 

Say i to  t hem,  if  king  Pericles  — — .* 
purely  both  fenfe  and  rhyme  direfl  us  to  read. 

Tie  mutiny  there  he  hojles  /'appealc ; &c.  Steevem. 
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Come  not.  in  twice  fix  moons,  tome. 

He  obedient  to  their  doom,3 

Will  take  the  crown.  The  fum  of  this, 

Brought  hither  to  Pcntapolis, 

Y-ravifhed  the  regions  round/ 

And  every  one  with  claps  ’gan  found, 

Our  heir  apparent  is  a king  : 

14  ho  dream'd,  who  thought  of fuch  a thing ? 
Brief,  he  mull  hence  depart  to  Tyre  : 

His  queen  with  child,  makes  her  defire 
(Which  who  (hall  crofs?  ) along  to  go  ; 
(Omit  we  all  their  dole  and  woe  :) 
I.ychorida,  her  norfe,  Ihe  takes, 

And  fo  to  Tea.  Thcii  veffel  (hakes 


8 Come  not,  8cc  ] Old  copy  : 

Come  not  home  in  twice  Jin  raooni, 

Tit  obedient  to  their  dooms, . 

Moons  and  dooms  are  very  miferable  rhymes ; nor  do  I recoiled 
that  a plural  of  the  fubftantive  doom  it  ever  ufed.  — A flight  tranfpo* 
iilioo  will  remedy  tbc  picfcnt  deleft — 

% Come  not , In  twice  Jin  moons , home, 

He  obedient  to  their  doom,  See.  Stievens. 

4 Y-ravifhed  the  regions  round,  ] from  the  talfe  print  of  the  fir  ft 
edition,  lraniflted , the  fubfequeot  editors  formed  aftill  more  abfurd 
reading : 

Irony  (bed  the  regions  round,-  -. 

Mr.  Steeveo  s ingenious  emendation,  to  which  J have  paid  doe 
stlcDiion  bv  infming  it  in  the  text,  is  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the 
following  pafljge  in  Gower  De  Conjejfione  Amantis: 

“ This  tale  after  thekyogc  it  had 
44  Pentapolin  all  overhead. 

11  There  was  no  joye  for  to  feiht% 

44  For  every  roan  it  had  in  fpeebe,  . • 

44  Aod  faidcn  all  of  one  accorde, 

“ A worthy  hyngt Jhnll  ben  our  lorde. 

44  That  thought  us  Crft  an  heavinci, 

“ Is  lhape  us  nowe  to  great  gladnefi. 

Thus  goth  the  tydinge  over  oil."  Malokz. 
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On  Neptune’s  billow  ; half  the  flood 
Hath  their  keel  cat ; 5 but  fortune’s  mood 6 
Varies  again  : the  grizzled  north 
Difgorges  fuch  a tcmpefl  forth, 

That,  as  a duck  for  life  that  dives, 

So  up  and  down  the  poor  (hip  drives. 

The  lady  fhrieks,  and,  well-a-near ! 7 
Doth  fall  in  travail  with  her  fear  :* 

And  what  enfnes  in  this  fell  ftorm,* 

Shall,  for  itfelf,  itfclf  perform. 

1 nill  relate ; * a&ion  may 
Conveniently  the  reft  convey: 

*  WJllt  fluid 

Hath  tkeir  keel'  cut ;]  They  have  made  half  their  voyage  with 
a favourable  wind.  So,  Gower; 

“ When  thei  were  in  tbe  fca  amid, 

“ Out  of  the  not  tk  thei  fee  a eloude; 

«*  The  flortne  arofe,  the  wyndet  loude 
**  Thei  bl^wen  many  a dredeful  blaHe, 

44  The  welkin  was  all  over-cade.  * Malone. 

..e  hut  Jot  tune's  mood  — ] The  old  copy  read* — but  fortune 
mov'd.  Malone. 

Mov'd  could  never  be  deGgncd  at  m rhyme  to  food.  I fvppofe 
vfu  fhould  read — but  fortune’s  mood,  i.  e.  difpofition.  So,  in 
Thefiomtdj  of  Errors  ; 

“ My  wife  it  in  a wayward  mood  to-day.**  J 
Again,  in  All's  well  that  ends  well: 

«*  — — muddied  in  fortune's  mood."  Steevine. 

1 — ' — well- a- mar  ! ] This  exclamation  is  equivalent  to  uull-o- 
and  it  dill  ufed  in  Yoikfhire,  where  I have  often  heard  it. 

The  gloffary  to  the  Eraife  of  Yorkjhirt  Alt , 1697,  fays* — well*- 
tieerin\%  Uck-a-Jay,  or  aids!  Reed. 

* - ■ - and,  well-a-near ! 

Doth  fall  in  travail  with  her  fear:]  So,  in  Twine’s  transla- 
tion ; “ Lucina,  what  with  fea-ixekneue,  and  fear  of  danger,  fell 
in  labour  of  a child,**  8cc.  Strfvins. 

9 in  this  fell  form.  ] This  is  the  reading  of  the  earlieft 

quarto.  The  folios  and  the  moderu  editions  have  ft  If  do  rm. 

, Malone. 

* I nill  relate ;■]  The  furlker  confequencei  of  this  flsrn  I (hall 
not  deferibe.  Malone. 
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Which  miglit  not  what  by  me  is  told.’ 

In  your  imagination  hold 

This  flage,  the  fliip,  upon  vvhofe  deck 

The  fea-toft' prince3  appears  to  fpeak.  [Exit. 


S C E N E I. 

Enter  Peiucles,  on  a Jhip  at  fea. 

Per.  Th  on  God  of  this  great  vaft,  rebuke  thefe 
furges,4 

Which  vvafb  both  heaven  and  hell ; and  thou,  that 

lwft 


• Which  might -net  u hat  iy  mt  is  feld.  ] i.  e.  which  might  not 
conveniently  envey  wlm  by  me  i»  told,  ifc.  What  enfues  may 
conveniently  be  exhibited  in  adion  ; but  aflioo  could  not  well  have 
difplayed  all  the  event*  that  i have  now  related.  Malone. 

“ In  yont  imiginttUu  held 

This  the  Jhip , upon  uihofe  drch 

Th*  f/a-ftjl  See.  ] It  i«clearf<om  thefe  lines,  that  when  the  play 
W2I  originally  perfotmed,  no  attempt  was  made  to  exhibit  either  a 
fea  or  a (hip.  I he  enfuiog  fccne  and  fotne  otbeis  inuft  have  (Puf- 
fered  roofiderably  iu  the  reprenfentation,  from  the  povetty  of  the 
flage-apparatui  in  the  time  of  our  author.  The  old  copy  has— 
Jta%  tfifl.  Mr.  Rowe  made  the  corre&iou.  Malone. 

3 7 it  ffn-tojl  prince  — J Tne  old  copy  reads — the  fea- tell 
reticles.  The  tranferiber  perhaps  miiiook  tlie  abbreviation  of 
Prince,  for  that  of  Peticlis%  a uifyUable  which  our  picfent  metre 
refutes  to  admit.  Steevens. 

4 Thou  Cod  if  this  great  rejf,  rebuke  thefe  furges,  ] Tbe  cxpreffjoa 
5>  borrowed  from  the  faered  writings:  “ The  waters  Hood  above 
tbe  mountains : —at  tby  rebuke  they  Hed  ; at  tbe  voice  of  thy  thun  tier 
they  halted  away.'*  It  fhnuld  be  remembered,  that  Pericles  is  here 
fuppofetl  to  fpeak  from  the  deck  of  his  fh ip.  Ljcborida,  on  whom 
lie  calls,  in  order  to  obtain  louic  intelligence  of  his  queen,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  beneath,  in  the  cabin. — This  great  vajl%  is  ibis  wide 
e^panfe  $ee  Vol  X p.  8,  u.  4. 

Tni*  fpe^ch  is  exhibited  in  fo  flrange  a form  in  the,  Qiiginal, 
and  all  rhe  fubfequeot  editions,  that  l (call  lay  it  before  the  reader, 
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Upon  tli c winds  command,  bind  them  in  brafs, 
Having  call’d  them  from  the  deep!  O Hill5  thy 
deaf* rung. 

Thy  dreadful  thunders;  gently  quench  thy  nimble, 
Thy  fulphurous  flafhts  ! — O how,  Lvchorida, 
How  does  mv  queen? — Thou  floun,  thou!  v?- 
r.otnonlly  , 

Wilt  thou  ipit  all  thyfelf?5 — The  feeman's  whiflle 


that  lif  may  be  enabled  to  judge  in  what  a corrupted  flate  this,  play 
lia»  hitherto  appear*.!,  and  he  iuduced  to  treat  the  editor's  imperfect 
attempts  to  reltore  it  10  integrity,  with  the  more  indulgence  : 

44  The  God  of  this  great  vaft,  rebuke  tbefe  forges, 

44  Which  wafh  both  heaven  and  hell  ; and  thou  that  haft 
44  Upon  the  vdudei  romrncund,  bind  them  in  biaffe; 

44  Having  call  d them  from  the  deep*,  6 Rill 
44  Thydeafning  are.iiful  thunder*,  gently  quench 
44  Thy  nimble  fglphirnuv  Hatties,  6 How  Lvchorida  1, 

44  How  does  my  queene  ? then  ftorm  venomoully, 

41  Wilt  thou  fpeat  all  thyfelf ? the  fea- man's  whittle, 

41  Is  as  a whifper  in  the  cares  of  death, 

44  Unheard  Lychorida?  Lucinaoh! 

44  Divined  patrionefs  and  my  wife  gentle 
44  To  thofe  that  erv  bv  night,  convey  thy  deitie 
44  Aboard  our  daunting  boat,  make  fwift  tH*  pangnes 
44  Of  my  queenei  teavaylcs  ? now  Lvchorida.’*  MtLONi. 

1 listing  (.ill  d thtrn  from  the  drrf:  / 0 Hit l — ] Verhaps  a wotd 
was  Grunted  at  the  prefa.  We  might  reaa  — 

Having  call'd  tiem  from  14’  enchafcd  dttp ...  — . 

Mai-one. 

Tbeprcfcnt  regulation  of  the  liner,  by  the  mere  repetition  cf  the 
pronouns  t'lt  a. id  /sou.  renders,,  peihaps,  atiy  other  iufertiou  need- 
led. Sthv  nS. 

6 - Tliou  flcrm , i*ou  ! vtnamonflj 

Wilt  then  ff.it  all  thyftlj  t ] All  the  copies  read  — Thfn  flcrm,  irv. 
which  cannot  be  right,  beraufe  it  renders  .the  pafTagc  nonftnfc. 
The  flight  change  that  1 have  made,  [ l'kou  ftorm  J affords  an  ealy 
fenfe.  MaL0M« 

Percies,  having  called  toLychorida,  without  the  power  to  make 
her  hear  on  account  of  lire  tempell,  at  Jaft  with  frautick  peevifb* 
scf*  addreflts  himfelf  to  it — 

“ — — — ■ ■ rhon  ftorm.  thou!  verotnoufly 
44  WiU  thou  fpit  all  thyfelf  ?*’ 
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Is  as  a whifper  in  the  ears  of  death,* 

Unheard Lychorida! — Lucina,  O 

Divinefl  patronefs,  and  midwife,'  gentle 
To  thofe  that  cry  by  night,  convey  thy  deity 


Having  indulged  himfelf  in  this  qucRlon,  he  grows  cooler,  an* 
obferves  that  the  very  boatfwain’s  whittle  has  no  more  eifeft  oa 
the  failors,  than  the  voices  of  thofe  who  fpcak  to  the  dead.  He  then 
repeats  bis  enquiries  to  Lychorida,  but  receiving  no  anfwer, 
concludes  with  a prayer  for  his  queen  iu  her  prefect  dangerous 
condition. 

Vtnomoijli  is  malicioutty*  Shakfpeare  has  fomewbat  of  the  fame 
exprefhon  in  one  of  bis  hittorical  plays : 

“ The  watry  kingdom,  whofe  ambitious  head 
“ Spits  in  the  face  of  heaven,— — 

Chapman  likewife,  in  his  vertton  of  the  Iliad,  fays  of  the  fet 
that  (he 

44  — — Jpits  every  way  her  foam."  Stekvens. 

* Is  as  a tulifper  in  the  tars  of  death , ] In  another  place  the  poet, 
fuppofe*  death  to  be  awakened  by  the  turbulence  of  the  florm  : 

44 And  in  the  vifitatioo  of  the  winds, 

44  Who  take  the  ruttiau  billows  by  the  top, 

44  Curling  their  monttrous  heads,  and  hanging  them 
With  dtajaiug  clamours  in  the  ttippery  clouds. 

44  That  with  the  hurly,  death  itfelj.  awakes  — 

King  Henry  IV . Part  II. 

Maionc. 

The  image  in  the  text  might  have  been  fuggefted  by  Sidney’s 
Arcadia , Book  lit  44  They  could  fcarcely,  when  they  di- 

refted,  hear  their  own  xvKi/le ; for  the  fea  ftrave  with  the  winds 
which  ftiould  be  lowder,  and  the  (hrowds  of  the  (hip,  with  a ghaft- 
ful  noiie  to  them  that  were  in  it,  wituefled  that  their  ruiue  was  the 
wager  of  the  others*  contention.**  Steevens. 

9 Divine/  patranefsy  and  midwife,  fcc.J  The  quarto,  1609,  and 
the  fjbfequcnt  copies,  read  —and  my  wtje.  Mr.  Stecvens's  happy 
emendation,  which  I have  inferied  in  the  text,  is  fo  clearly  right, 
that  it  requires  neither  fupport  nor  illuftration.  If  it  wanted  th  , 
latter,  Horace  would  furnifh  it: 

44  Montium  cuftoi  nemorumque  vlrgo, 

44  Qujc  laborantes  utero  pucllas 
44  Ter  vocata  audis,  adimifque  leto, 

44  Diva  triformis.*’ 

Again,  in  the  Jiir/a  of  Terence: 

44  Juno  Lucinat  fer  opeia  i fctva  me,  obfccro  !'*  Maloni« 
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Aboard  our  dancing  boat;  make  fwift  the  pangs 
Ofmyqueen’s  travails! — Now,  Lychorida-— — 

Enter  Lychorida,  with  an  infant. 

Lyc.  Here  is  a thing 
Too  young  for  fuch  a place,  who  if  it  had 
Conceit, 3 would  die  as  I am  like  to  do. 

Take  in  your  arms  this  piece  of  your  dead  queen. 

Per.  How!  how,  Lychorida! 

Lyc.  Patience,  good  fir;  do  not  aflifl  the  ftorm,* 

Here’s  all  that  is  left  living  of  your  queen 

A little  daughter;  for  the  fake  of  it. 

Be  manly,  and  take  comfort. 

Per.  O you  gods! 

Why  do  you  make  ns  love  your  goodly  gifts. 

And  fnatch  them  ftraight  away  ? We,  here  below, 
Recall  not  what  we  give,  and  therein  may 
Vie  honour  with  yourfelves. 3 

• • 

* — xuho  if  it  had 

Conceit,]  If  it  bad  thought.  So,  in  King  Richard  lllc 
11  There’s  fome  conceit  or  other  likes  him  well, 

“ When  that  be  bids  good  morrow  with  fuch  fpirit.  " 

Malone. 

* Patience , good  fit  ; do  not  ajfijt  the  Jtorm . ] Our  author  ufes  the 
fame  expteffion,  on  the  fame  occafioo,  in  The  Tempejl : 

“ You  mar  our  labour; — keep  your  cabins;  you  do  ajjijl  ike 
Jlorm."  Maloisi. 

3 Vie  honour  with  your felves.  ] Old  copy  — U/e  honour  See. 

Stebvens. 

The  meaoiug  is  fufficieotlf  clear. — In  this  particular  you  night 
learn  from  us  a more  honourable  conduit.  — But  the  expreflion  is  fo 
ha rili,  that  I fufped  the  paffage  to  be  corrupt.  Malone. 

f fufped  the  author  wrote—  Vie  honour,  a pbrafe  much  io  ufc 
among  Shakfpeare  and  bis  contemporaries.  See  Vol.  IX.  p.  279, 
n.  2.  Mr.  M.  Mafon  has  offered  the  fame  conjeQure.  I read, 
however,  for  the  fake  of  meafurc, — you tfelvet.  Steevens. 

The  meaning  ii  evidently  this:  We  poor  mortals  iccal  not 
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Lyc.  Patience,  good  fiF* 

Even  for  this  charge. 

Per.  Now,  mild  may  be  thy  life! 

For  a more  blufl’rOtis  birth  had  never  babe: 

Quiet  and  gentle  thy  conditions  ! 4 
For  thou’rt  the  rudelieft  welcom’d5  to  this  world. 
That  e’er  was  prince’s  child.  Happy  what  follows! 
rl  hou  haft  as  chiding  a nativity,  * 

As  fire,  air,  water,  earth,  and  heaven  can  makfc, 

vhat  we  give,  and  tlierefcre  in  that  rcfpefl  we  may  contend  wiijl 
you  in  honour.  ” ( have  therefore  uo  doubt  but  we  ought  to  lead. 

And  therein  may 

Vie  honour  with  See.  , 

The  fame  expreffioo  occurs  in  the  introdudion  to  the  fourth  aft, 
where  Cower  fays, 

11  ■■  ■—  fo 

“ 'I  tie  dove  of  Paphos  might  with  fhe  crow 
44  Vie  feathers  white.” 

The  trace  oi  the  letters  in  the  words  vie  and  ufe  is  nearly  tha 
fame,  efpecially  if  we  fuppofc  that  the  v.  was  ufed  inHcad  of -.be 
«.  vowel  i which  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  the  old  editions: 

44  Nature  wants  ftuif, 

44  To  vie  fluugc  forms  with  fancy."  Antony  and  Cleopatra, 

M.  Mason. 

4 ( juiet  and  gentle  thy  conditions  ! ] Conditions  anciently  meant 
qualities  i di'pofmons  of  mind.  So,  in  Othello: 

„ 44  And  then  of  Co  gentle  a condition  !n 

He  is  fpcaking  of  Dcfdetnoua.  Again,  in  King  Henry  V:  44  Ouf 
toi-gue  ts  rough,  coz,  and  ray  condition  is  not  fmooth."  , 

The  late  earl  of  Lftcx  (fays  Sir  Walter  Raleigh)  told  queen 
Elizabeth  that  her  conditions  were  as  crooked  as  her  carcafe  ; —but 
it  coft  him  his  head."  Sec  alfo  Vol.  XIII  p 494,0  5.  Maloni. 

* ■■  . ..  welcom'd  — j Old  copy  — welcome,  tor  this  concdtou  I 
ana  anf*erable.  Malone. 

6 ■—■■■■  <jj  chiding  a nativity , ] i.  e.  as  noify  a one.  So,  in  A 
Midfummcr  Night's  Dream , Hippolyu  fpcaking  of  the  clamour  o | 
the  hounds  :■ 

44 never  did  I hear 

44  Such  gallant  chiding ." 

See  note  on  that  palTage,  Vol.  VII.  p.  12S.  SteevinI# 

Set  Vol.  XVI.  p.  247,  n.  3.  Malonl. 
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To  herald  thee  from  the  womb:'  even  at  the  fir  ft. 
Thy  lofs  is  more  than  can  thy  poriace  quit, 8 
With  all  thou  cnnfi  find  here. — Now  the  good  god# 
Throw  their  bell  eyes  upon  it! 

Entrr  two  Sailorf. 

f.  Sail.  What  courage,  fir?  God  have  you. 
Per.  Courage  enough:  I do  not  fear  the  flaw;* 


7 7#  hetald  thee  frem  the  womb  .*  The  old  copy  reads: 

7 o barold  thee  from  tit  newt.-  — — 
for  the  emendation  now  made,  the  reader  is  indebted  to  Kir. 
Sicocus.  So,  in  Macbtlk: 

“ only  io  herald  thee  into  his  prefence, 

“ Not  pay  thee.’* 

This  v, oid  is  in  many  ancient  books  written  harclJ , and  karauld. 
So.  in  Ives's  Select  Papers  * elative  t Englijk  Antiquities,  quano, 

1773,  p.  i3o  : “ and  before  them  kings  of  arms,  harolJi , ami 

putfuv  vauult.  " 

Ag-in,  in  The  Mirrour  jt-r  ^agiflrales,  rfiio: 

»•  Tnitli  is  no  karauld  nor  no  fophift,  fnre.*' 

See  aUo  towel's  interpreter,  iu  v.,  Herald,  H-ralt,  or  Harold; 
which  puts  Mr.  Sicevcns's  emendation  beyond  a doub:. 

M \ tout . 

So  more  appofnely,  in  the  Preface  to  Certoine  Secrete  \Yn*de>s  of 

A'#/**#,  See.  4:0.  bl.  I.  b>  Edvv'ard  Feuion,  the  ele- 

xnentes  have  been  harolds,  trunipetiers,  sninifters,  and  cxecu. ioners 
of  the  juftice  of  beaveo.”  SreEVCNS. 

• Thy  lofs  is  more  than  can  thy  portage  quit,  J i.  e.  thou  haft 
already  loit  more  (by  the  death  of  thy  mother)  thau  thy  la fc  arrival 
at  the  poit  of  life  can  counterbalance,  with  all  to  boot  that 
we  can  give  thee.  Portage  is  1 fed  lor  gate  01  durance  iu  one  of 
Sh.iklpeate  s hiltoticaT  p!avs  SrervtNS. 

Portage  is  ufed  in  King  Hem)  V.  where  itfijnifres  an  open  (pace  a 
**  Let  it  | the  eye  ] prv  through  the  portage  ol  the  hrad.” 

Portage  is  an  old  woid  (igniting  a toll  01  imp  oft.  but  it  will  not 
roinmodioufly  apply  to  il  e prefent  paflage.  Perhaps,  however, 
Pericles  means  to  (ay,  you  have  loft  wore  than  the  payment  madfe 
to  me  by  your  bitih,  together  with  all  that  you  may  hereafter 
acquire,  can  couniet vail.  Malone. 

9 „/  do  *jt  frar  the  Raw:]  i.  e.  the  blaft.  See  HatHUii 
AA  V.  (c.  1.  MALOftfi* 


1 1 > 


PERICLES, 


It  hath  done  to  me  the  word. 9 Yet,  for  the  love 
Of  this  poor  infant,  this  frefh-new  fea-farer,  * 

I would,  it  would  be  qaiet. 

i.  Sail.  Slack  the  bolins  there  ; 3 thou  wilt  not, 
wilt  thou?  Blow  and  fplit  thyfelf. 4 

a.  Sail.  Butfea-room,  an  the  brine  and  clondy 
billow  kifs  the  moon,  1 care  not. 5 

1.  Sail.  Sir,  your  queen  mull  overboard;  the 
fea  works  high,  the  wind  is  lond,  and  will  not  lie 
till  the  fliip  be  clear'd  of  the  dead.  * 

* U halh  done  to  mi  the  wot  ft. So,  in  the  ConfeJJit  A man  tie: 

44  a wife! 

44  My  joye,  my  Juft,  and  my  defy  re, 

44  My  wrlth  and  my  rccoverirc! 

14  Why  (hall  1 live,  and  ihou  {halt  die? 

44  We,  thou  fortune,  I thee  dtjie, 

44  Now  haft  thou  do  to  me  thy  wit  ft ; 

44  A herte  ! why  oe  wilt  thou  berft?’*  Malone. 

*  this  frefh-new  J/a-farer , ] We  meet  a fitnilar  compound 

epithet  in  King  Rickard  III: 

44  Your  ftrt-neui  damp  of  honour  is  fearce  current.** 

Malone. 

5 Slack  the  bolins  then]  Botulines  are  ropes  by  which  the  fails  of 
a fhip  are  governed  when  the  wind  is  unfavourable.  They  are 
ilackened  when  it  is  high.  This  term  occuit  agaiu  in  Th$  Two 
JYtilt  Ki.jmt.  : 

“ —the  wind  is  fair, 

44  Top  the  howling." 

They  who  wifh  for  more  particular  information  concerning 
bolings,  may  hod  it  in  Smith's  Sea-Giammary  \lo.  1627,  P* 

Stekyess. 

4 1.  Sai. Blow  and  fplit  thyfelf . 

2.  Say.  But  Jta-room , &c.  ] So,  iu  The  Tempeft: 

44  Blow  till  tbou  but  ft  thy  wind , if  room  enough,  ** 

Malone. 

*  an  the  brine  and  cloudy  billow  kifs  the  uioan,  / tar#  not.  J 

So,  in  The  Winter's  Tale:  " Now  the  Jhip  boring  the  moon  v iaa 
her  rnaio-mafl.”  An  is  ufed  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  iot 
jf}  or  though.  Malone. 

* — — till  the  Jhtf  be  clear'd  of  the  dead .]  So,  iu  Tv; lac’s  tranf- 
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Per.  That’s  your  fuperflition. 

1.  Sail.  Pardon  us,  fir ; with  ns  at  fea  it  fiill 
hath  been  obfeived  ; and  vve  are  flrong  in  earneft. 1 
Therefore  briefly  yield  her;  for  file  mtifl  over- 
board ftraight.  ‘ 

Per.  Be  it  as  you  think  meet. — Molt  wretched 
queen ! 

Lyc.  Here  (lie  lies,  fir. 

Pf.r.  A terrible  child-bcd  hall  thou  had,  my  dear ; 
No  light,  no  fi  re:  the  unfriendly  elements 
Forgot  thee  utterly;  nor  have  J time 
To  give  thee  hallow’d  to  thy  grave, 5 bnt  flraight 
Muff  call  thee,  fcartely  coffin’d,  in  the  ooze-,* 


lation  : “ My  lord,  plueke  up  yotir  henrte,  and  be  of  good  chccrc, 
and  confidcr,  I pray  you,  that  the  Jhip  may  not  abide  to  carry  the 
d ad  carias,  and  therrjore  commsund  it  to  he  cajl  into  the  Jta,  that  w« 
may  llic  beilcr  efcape."  SrttVENS. 

1 a— — Jlrcng  in  earneft.  ] Old  copy — Aroug  in  eajlern. 

Steevfns. 

I have  no  doubt  that  this  paffage  is -corrupt,  but  know  not  bow 
Co  amend  it.  Malone. 

I read,  with  Mr.  M.  Mafon,  ( tranfpofiug  only  the  letters  of  the 
original  word,)- - ftrnng  in  toiniji.  So,  in  Lymbeline,  we  have — 
M lirong  in  appetite."  Steevfns. 

1 Jor  Jhe  mujl  overboard  Jlraigkl.  ] Thefe  words  are  in  the 

old  copy,  by  au  evident  tuiftake,  given  to  Pericles.  Malone. 

9 To  give  thee  hallow'd  to  thy  grove,]  The  old  Shepherd,  in  Tho 
Winter's  Tale , expreftts  the  fame  appreheulion  concerning  the  want 
of  sepulchral  ritei,  act!  that  he  (half  be  buried 

41  • where  no  prieft  (hovels  iu  duft."  Malone. 

a Mujl  cujl  thee , fcarcely  ctjfn'd,  in  the  ooze;  ] The  defed  both 
of  metre  and  fenfe  (hews  that  this  line,  as  it  appears  in  the  old  cop y, 
is  corrupted.  It  reads: 

Mujl  cojl  liet,  Jearcely  cojfin' d , in  oare.  Mai  one. 

1 believe  we  fhould  read,  with  that  violence  which  a copy  (at 
■ouch  corrupie J^will  fometimes  force  upon  ui, 

Mujl  cajl  thee,  Jearcely  cojfin'd  in  the  ooxe, 

Where,  8cc. 

Vol.  XX.  I 
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Where,  for  a monument  upon  thy  bones, 

And  aye-remaining  lamps, ^ the  belching  whale,'4 


ShaVfpeire,  in  Tkt  Tempt bai  the  fame  word  on  the  fame 

occaftou  : 

44  My  fon  i*  the  ooze  is  bedded." 

Again,  ibidem: 

....  I wifh 

*»  Mvfelf  were  niudded  io  that  #0ij  bed, 

44  Where  my  fon  lies.” 

Again,  in  Shakfpearc's  Lover's  Complaint : 

•%  Of  folded  fchedules  had  (he  many  a one, 

44  Which  (he  perus'd,  figli'd,  lore,  and  gave  the  flood, 

«*  Bidding  them  find  iheir  Jcpuuhtes  in  mud."  Maloni. 

9 And*avc»rernainin(  /amps,  See.  J Old  copies : 

The  air-rcweiniiig  lamps , , VruvKNi. 

Air-remaining,  if  it  be  right,  mu(l  mean  air-hung,  fufpended  for 
ever  in  the  air.  So,  (as  Mr.  Stecvcns  obferves  to  tne,}  iu  Shak- 
fpearc's 2 i fl  Sonnet  t 

« — — thofe  gold  candles  fix'd  in  heaven's  air." 

In  King  Rickard  II.  fight-drawn  fword  is  ufed  for  a fword  drawn 
in  a juft  caufe , and  in  Macbeth  we  meet  with  air-drawn  dagger. 
Perhaps,  however,  the  author  wrote — ayr-remaiuing.  Tbtrt,  in 
Othello  : 

“ Witnefs,  you  ever. burning  lights  above,—." 

Again,  in  Iroilus  and  CrrJJida  : 

“ To  feed  for  aye  her  lamp,  and  flames  of  love." 

MAfONt. 

The  propriety  of  the  emendation  fuegefted  by  Mr.  Malone, 
will  he  i>.cfeafcd,  if  we  tecur  to  our  author's  leading  thought, 
which  is  founded  on  the  ctifloras  obferved  io  the  pomp  of  ancirnt 
fcpultute.  Within  old  monuments  aud  receptacles  for  the  dead, 
perpetual  (i.  e,  aye -remaining ) lamps  were  fuppofed  to  be  lighted  up. 
Thus,  Pope,  in  his  Eloija  ; 

“ Ah  hopclcfs,  lafling  flames,  like  thofc  that  burn 
44  To  light  the  dead,  and  warm  th*  uufruitful  urn  !" 

I would  however  read  : 

And  aye-remaining  lamps.  See. 

loflead  oj  a mennmeut  eretled  above  iky.  bones,  and  perpetual 
lamp t /*  / uni  mar  them,  the  Jfivtmg  whale  Jhtili  opprefs  thee  with  ku 
metghi,  and  the  majs  oj  uaters  Jl.all  roll  with  lovf  heavy  murn%r 
Her  thy  head.  StkevinS. 
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And  humming  water  mud  o’erwhelm  thy  corpfe,4 
Lyiiig  with  fnuple  fliells.  Lychorida, 

Bid  Neflor  biing  me  (pices,  ink  and  paper,® 

Mv  calket  and  my  jewels  ; and  bid  Nicander 
Biing  me  the  lattin  coffer  ;7  lay  the  babe 


Jludibrai  hat  the  fame  nllufion  : 

44  Love  in  vour  heart  as  idly  burnt 
41  As  bre  in  at.iiquc  Romjn  umt, 

44  To  wa<rn  the  dead,  aud  valuly  light 
44  Thole  only  that  jee  nothing  by't.**  Rped. 

4 — - — the  belehing  whale,  ] So,  in  Troiltu  and  Crtjfd a : 

44  — — like  fc.ilrd  ftiilli 

44  Before  the  kel.htng  ukale."  Malone. 

* And  bumming  u atrr  wujl  o'  crwhelm  thy  co*pfey  1 Milton  per- 
haps  had  thi>  vote  in  his  head,  when  he  wrote, 

44  Where  thou  perhaps  under  tiie  humming  tide 
44  Viftt’ft**  See.  Ljfiaas t v.  157. 

He  afterward  changed  humming  to  u-helming.  Holt  White. 

6 — — in t and  paper,  ) This  if  the  reading  of  the  fecond  quarto. 

The  fnfi  has  taper.  MalONE. 

7 Being  me  the  fattin  coffer:]  The  old  copies  have — coffin.  It 
frems  fomewhat  extraordinary  that  Pericles  ihould  have  cairicd  a 
coffin  ro  fea  with  him.  Wc  ought,  I think,  to  read,  as  I have 
primed, — coj ftr.  MaLone. 

Satiin  coder  is  mod  piobably  the  true  reading.  So,  iu  a fub- 
fcquent  Irene : 

44  Madam,  this  letter,  and  fome  certain  jewels, 

44  Lay  with  you  in  your  coffer?* 

Our  ancient  cojfen  were  often  adorned  on  the  infide  with  fuch 
coflly  materials.  A relation  of  mine  has  a trunk  which  formerly' 
belonged  to  Katharine  Howard  when  queen,  and  it  is  lined 
throughout  with  role-coloured  fattin , molt  elaborately  quilled. 

By  the  fattin  coffer  % however,  may  be  only  meant  the  coffer  em- 
ployed to  contain  fattens  and  other  rich  materials  for  diefs.  Thus 
we  name  a It  a- cleft,  &c.  from  their  contents* 

Pericles,  however,  does  not  mean  to  bury  his  queen  in  thU  fattin 
coffer  % bur  to  take  from  thence  the  cloth  of  fate  in  which  it  feeint 
fhe  was  afierwards  Jhrowd/J . It  appears  likewife  that  her  body 

was  found  iu  the  chtft  c mik'd  and  bitum'd  by  the  failors. 

So,  in  Twine’s  tranflation:  44 a large  ckej f,— and  we  will 

feare  it  ail  oucr  within  with  pitch  aud  ro2cn  melted  togcihet 

1 2 

* 


Digitized  by  Google 


Upon  the  pillow ; hie  thee,  whiles  1 fay 
A priellly  farewell  to  her  : fuddenly,  woman. 

[Exit  Lychorida.' 
a.  Sail.  Sir  we  have  a chefl  beneath  the  hatches, 
caulk'd  and  bitumed  ready. 

Pre.  1 thank  thee.  Mariner,  fay  what  coafl  is 
this  ? 

*.  Sail.  We  are  near  Tharfus. 

Per.  Thither,  gentle  mariner. 

Alter  thy  courfe  for  lyre."  When  can'll  thon  reach 
it? 

2.  Sail.  By  break  of  day,  if  the  wind  ceafc. 

Per.  O make  for  Tharfus. 

There  will  1 vifit  Cleon,  for  the  babe 
Cannot  hold  out  to  Tyrns  : there  I’ll  leave  it 
At  careful  nurfing.  Go  thy  ways,  good  mariner; 
I’ll  bring  the  body  prefently.  [£.xfunt. 

Then  tooke  they  the  body  of  the  faire  lady  Lucina,  and  arrayed 
her  in  princely  apparell,  and  laid  her  into  the  theft”  8cc. 

Steevins. 

1 Alttr  tkj  courfe  for  Tyre . ] Change  tby  courfe,  which  is  uorvr 
for  Tyre , and  go  to  Tkarjm%  Malone. 
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S C E N E II. 

Ephefus.  A Room  in  Cerimon’s  IJouje. 

Entfr  Ceuimon,’  a Servant,  and Jome  f>trJons  whv 
have  been  Jhipwreckid. 

Cer.  Philemon,  I10 ! 

Enter  Philemon. 

Phil.  Doth  my  lord  call  ? 

Cer.  Get  fire  and  meat  for  thefe  poor  men  ; 

It  has  been  a turbulent  and  flormy  night. 

Serv.  1 have  been  in  many;  but  fuch  a night  as 
this. 

Till  now,  I ne'er  endur’d/ 

* ■■  ■ Cerimonf\  In  Twine's  tranflation  he  is  called — a rb- 

Jiaan  Our  author  has  made  a Lord  of  him.  SlF.EVENS. 

9 / have  l ent  in  many ; but  fuch  a night  os  this , 

TUI  nco>,  / nt'ir  endur'd.^  So,  in  Macbeth  : 

44  Threefcorc  and  ten  I can  remember  well, 

44  Within  t lie  volume  of  which  time  I have  feen 

41  Hours  dreadful,  and  tliiogs  ftrange  ; but  this  fore  night 

41  Hath  trifled  former  knowings. " 

Again,  in  King  Lear: 

44  — — Jfc— - Since  I was  man,  1 

44  Such  (beets  of  fire,  fuch  burfts  of  horrid  thunder, 

44  Such  groans  of  roaring  windaud  rain,  I never 
44  Remember  to  have  heard.*' 

Again,  in  Ju/i  us  Cer  far  : 

44  I have  feen  ttrapefli,  when  the  fcolding  winds 
44  Have  liv’d  the  knotty  oaks,  and  I have  feen 
44  The  ambitious  ocean  fwcll  and  rage  and  foam, 

44  1 o he  exalted  with  the  threat  ning  clouds  ; 

44  But  never  till  to-night,  never  till  now, 

41  Did  1 go  through  a temped  dropping  fire."  Malone. 

1 s 
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Cer.  Your  mafler  will  be  dead  ere  you  return  ; 
There's  nothing  can  be  niiniller’d  to  nature. 

That  can  recover  him.  Give  this  to  the  'po die- 
tary,* 

And  tell  me  how  it  works.  [To  Philemon. 

[Exiunt  Philemon,  Servant,  and  iho/e  who  had 
been  Jhipwrcckcd. 


Enter  two  Gentlemen. 


1.  Gent.  Good  morrow,  fir. 

2.  Gent.  Good  morrow  to  your  lordlhip. 


Cer. 

Why  do  you  ftir  fo  early? 

i.  Gent.  Sir, 

Our  lodgings,  Handing  bleak  upon  the  lea, 
Shook,  as  the  earth  did  quake  ; a 
1 he  very  principals  did  feem  to  rend, 

And  all  to  topple  :4  pure  lurprize  and  fear 
Made  me  to  quit  the  houle. 


Gentlemen, 


Cive  tin  to  tit  poUr'ory,]  The  recipe  that  Cetimon 

tcwlj  to  the  apothecary,  we  mull  fuppofe,  is  intended  cither  for  the 

potr  men  already  mentioned,  ot  lot  fome  of  his  other  patients. 

•Ji.e  preceding  words  (hew  that  it  cannot  be  defigned  for  the  raider 
of  the  feevant  introduced  here.  Malonf. 

Perhaps  this  citctimftanee  was  introduced  for  no  other  reafon  tltao 
to  mark  more  ftrongly  the  extcnGve  benevolence  cr^C  erimon.  l or 
the  poor  ram  who  have  juB  left  the  ttage,  kitchen  pltvGck  only  was 
defined.  Si  Fry* ns.  7 

5 Soooi,  at  litti'li  did  iuoti  ;j  So,  in  Machti  : 

**  .the  oM'cuir  bird 

**  Clamour'd  the  live-long  night  : forae  fay,  tkt  terlk 
%i  Wat  [(verfiiiiy  and  did  Jitakt," 

Again,  in  Conolanui : 

— -at  if  the  world 

■■  Was  fevcious.  and  did  tremble."  Malon*. 

Tkt  vt’t  principals  did  [cm  to  read. 

And  all  It  tofflt:]  The  ftiruipalt  are  the  flrongeft  rafters  in 
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3.  Gent.  That  is  the  caufe  \ve  trouble  you  fo 
early; 

’Tis  not  our  hufbandry. 5 

Cer.  O,  you  fay  well, 

i . Gent.  Bat  I much  marvel  that  your  lordfhip, 
having 

Rich  ure  about  you, 1 fliould  at  thcfe  early  hours 


tbc  roof  of  a building.  The  fecond  quarto,  which  it  followed  by 
the  modern  copies,  reads  corruptly — principles «,  If  the  fpe-kcr  had 
been  apprehcnft^c  of  a general  diflolution  of  nature,  (which  we 
rnuft  uoderfland,  if  we  read  principles ,)  he  did  not  need  to  leave 
bis  houfc:  he  would  have  been  iu  as  much  danger  without,  at 
within. 

All  to  is  an  augmentative  often  ufed  by  our  ancient  writers.  It 
occurs  ft  rqucutly  in  the  ConjtJJeo  A mantis.  The  word  topple,  which 
meant  tumble*  is  again  ufcd  by  Shakfpcarc  iu  Macbeth*  aud  applied 
to  buildings  : 

” Though  caflles  topple  on  their  warders’  beads,** 

Again,  in  King  Henry  IV.  Fart  I: 

“ Shakes  the  old  beldame  earth,  and  topples  down 
“ Steeples  aud  mofs-growo  towers.'*  Malone. 

i believe  this  only  meant,  and  every  thing  to  tumble  down. 

M.  Mason. 

5 'Tis  not  our  hulbandry.  ] H jJiandiy  here  lignites  economical 
prudence.  So,  in  King  Henry  V : 

**  For  o.ur  bad  neighbours  make  us  early  Jlirreri, 

“ Which  is  both  healthful  and  good  k*i Jbondry.'* 

See  aifo  Haui!ti%  Ad  I.  fc.  iii.  Malone. 

* Rich  tire  about  you.  See  ] Thus  the  quarto,  1609;  but  the 
feufe  of  the  pallagc  n not  fuftlcicody  clear.  The  gentlemen  rofc 
caily,  bccaufc  they  were  uut'ic.  lodgings  which  flood  expofed  near 
the  fea.  They  wonder,  however,  to  End  lord  Cerimoo  ilirring, 
bccaufe  he  had  ink  i.re  about  him  ; meaning  perhaps  a bed  more 
r thlv  and  conitoi ta'.jly  furnilhed,  wheic  he  could  have  flept  warm 
Stud  fccuic  io  defiance  of  the  icmpeil.  The  rcafoniug  of  thefc  gen- 
t.  iueu  fhould  rather  have  led  them  to  fay—  fuck  towers  about  you; 
i.  e.  a houfc  or  caftle  that  could  fafely  reflft  the  aflaults  of  weather. 
They  left  their  manfon  becaufe  they  were  00  longer  fccure  if  they 
remained  in  it,  and  naturally  wonder  why  he  fhould  have  quitted 
Ids,  who  had  no  fuels  apparent  teafon  for  defertiug  it  aud  riflo” 
early.  S TEC  YENS. 
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Shake  ofT  the  golden  flnmbcr  of  repofe. 

It  is  mod  drange", 

Nature  lhould  be  fo  converfant  with  pain, 

Being  thereto  not  cumptH’d.  • 

Clr.  I held  it  ever. 

Virtue  and  cunning7  were  endowments,  greater 
Than  noblcnels  and  riches:  carclcfs  heirs 
May  the  two  latter  darken  and  expend; 

But  immortality  attends  the  former, 

Making  a man  a god.  ’ 1 is  known,  I ever 
Have  tludicd  phvlick,  through  which  fecret  art, 
Bv  turning  o’er  authorities,  I have 
( Together  with  mypraftice.)  made  familiar 
'J  o me  and  to  iny  aid,  the  bled  infufions 
That  dwell  in  vegetives.  in  metals,  hones;1 
And  1 can  fpeak  ol  the  didnrbances 
That  natuie  works,  and  of  her  cures ; which  gives 
me 

A more  content  in  courfe  of  true  delight 
Than  to  be  thinly  alter  tottering  honour, 

Or  tie  niv  treafure  up  in  filken  bags, 9 
To  pleafe  the  fool  and  death.  * 

7 Virtue  and  cunning — ] Cunning  mean*  here  knowledge. 

Malone. 

So,  in  Jeremiah^  ix.  17  : “ Send  for  cunning  women  that  tfcej 
way  come."  Again,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet: 

“ Sirrah,  go  hire  me  twenty  cunning  cooks.’*  Stkkvens. 

# the  hlejl  injujiont  ' 

That  dwell  in  vegetives , in  metals , fiones;]  So,  in  Romeo  and 

Julia.- 

“ O,  mickle  is  the  pnweiful  grace  that  lies 
“ In  plants,  herbs,  Hones,  and  their  true  qualities." 

Sr SEVENS. 

• Or  tie  my  treafure  up  in Jilirn  The  old  copy  reads: 

Or  tie  my  plcafutt  up  See. 

Let  the  critick  who  can  explain  this  reading  of  the  quarto,  difplact 
mj  emendation.  Steevens. 

- To  I'ltaft  the  fool  and  death.  The  Fool  and  Death  were  prin* 
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a.  Gent.  Your  honour  has  through 
pour'd  forth 


Ephcfu* 


♦ipal  perfonages  in  the  old  moralities.  They  are  mentioned  by 
•ur  author  in  Meafure  for  Meafwt  : 

•* merely  thou  art  death's  fool”  kc.  \fALOSR. 

Mr.  Malone  (as  I had  been)  it  on  ibis  occaGon  mifled  by  a pofi- 
tive  and  hitherto  unrontradi&ed  afTertion  of  Dr.  Warburton.  Bat 
I now  think  m vfelf  authorifed  to  declare,  on  i lie  ftrength  of  long 
and  repeated  enquiries,  urged  bv  numerous  friends  as  well  as  tny- 
felf,  that  no  Morality  in  which  Death  and  the  Fool  were  agents, 
ever  exifled  among  the  early  French,  Englith,  or  Italian  ftage- 
reprefentations. 

I have  feen,  indeed,  (though  prefent  means  of  reference  to  it  are 
beyond  my  reach,)  an  old  Flcmifh  print  in  which  Death  is  exhibited 
in  the  a A of  plundering  a mifer  of  his  bags,  and  the  Fool  (ritferi- 
roinated  by  his  bauble.  See.)  is  (landing  behind,  and  grinning  at 
the  procefr. 

The  followingintelligence  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  though  it  applies 
more  immediately  to  the  alluGoo  in  Miafure  for  \lrafnrt , and  has 
occurred  too  late  to  (land  in  its  proper  place,  may  here,  without 
aoy  glaring  impropriety,  be  introduced: 

*•  — — Merely,  thou  art  death's  fool ; 

“ For  him  thou  labour'd  by  thy  flight  to  Qiuu, 

<l  And  vet  run’ll  towards  him  dill.” 

It  was  in  a comment  on  thefe  lines  that  Dr.  Warburton’*  gratis 
diSum  concerning  the  Fool  and  Deaths  made  its  Gift  appearance. 

The  fubfequeut  notitir  are  derived  from  two  dilfcreot  gentlemen, 
wbofe  reports  rrfled  a light  on  each  other. 

Mr.  Douce,  to  whom  our  readers  are  indebted  for  feveral  happy 
illuttratioo*  of  Shakfpcare,  allures  me,  that  fome  years  ago,  at  a 
fair  in  a Urge  market  town,  he  obferved  a folitary  figure  fitting  ia 
a booth,  and  apparently  exhauded  with  fatigue.  This  perfonage 
was  habited  In  a clofc  black  veH,  painted  over  with  bones,  in  imi- 
tation of  a (keleton.  But  my  informant  being  then  very  young,  * 
and  wholly  uninitiated  in  theatrical  antiquities,  made  no  enquiry 
concerning  fo  wliimfic.il  a phenomenon.  Indeed,  but  for  what 
follows,  I might  have  been  induced  to  fuppofe  that  the  object  he 
faw,  was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  the  hero  of  a well  known 
pantomime,  entitled  Harlequin  Skeleton . 

This  circumdance,  however,  having  accidentally  reached  the 
ears  of  a venerable  clergyman  who  is  now  more  than  eighty  years 
of  age,  he  told  me  that  he  very  well  remembered  to  have  met  with 
fuch  another  figure,  above  fifty  years  ago,  at  Salilbury.  Being 
there  during  the  time  of  fome  pnblick  meeting,  lie  happened  t* 
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Your  charity,  and  hundreds  call  thetnfelves 


call  on  a jiirgeon  at  the  very  suftant  when  the  reprefentativ e of 
Death  was  brought  in  to  be  let  blood  on  account  of  a tumble  he 
)iad  bad  on  the  ftage,  while  in  purfoil  of  his  autagonifl,  a Merry 
Andrew,  who  very  anxiouflv  attended  him  (dtcikd  alio  in  character) 
to  the  phlebotomie  s houfe.  I he  lame  gentleman's  curiniity  a 
few  days  afterwards,  pr<  vailed  ou  him  to  be  a ipedator.  of  the 
dance  io  which  our  enibiem  of  mortality  was  a performer.  This 
dance,  he  fays,  entirely  con  Idled  oi  Death's  contrivances  to  furprizc 
the  Merry  Andrew,  and  of  the  Merry  Andrew's  etfoiiS  to  elude  the 
Arad  gems  of  Death,  by  whom  at  laii  he  was  overpowered  ; hit 
fault  being  attended  with  fuel*  ciicumdaoccs  at  mark,  the  exit  of 
the  Diagon  of  Waotley. 

What  Dr.  Warburton  therefore  has  aliened  of  the  drama,  is  only 
known  to  be  true  of  the  dance  ; and  the  lubjed  under  conlider-uion 
was  certainly  more  adapted  to  the  latter  than  the  former,  agility 
and  gjjmacc,  rather  than  dialogue,  being  ncccflary  to  its  exhi- 
bition. They  who  feek  after  the  lad  lingering  remains  oi  aucicul 
modes  of  ainufcment,  will  rather  trace  them  with  fticccfs  in  ihc 
country,  than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loudon,  from  wheuce  even 
Punch,  the  legitimate  and  undoubted  fucccflor  of  the  old  Yut%  is 
aim  oh  baniftied. 

It  (hould  feem,  that  the  general  idea  of  this  fcrio-comiek  f>at-dt- 
diu*  had  been  borrowed  from  the  ancieut  Dance  of  Mac  habre, 
cQrumonly  called  7 he  Dance  of  Death,  a grotcfque  ornament  of 
cloifters,  both  here  and  in  foreign  parts,  Ibc  aforefaid  combina- 
tion of  figures,  though  erroneously  aferibed  to  Hans  Holbein,  was 
certainly  of  an  origin  more  remote  ihan  the  times  io  which  that 
eminent  painter  is  known  to  have  flourifhed.  Stelvens. 

Although  the  fubjed  before  us  was  certainly  borrowed  from  the 
ancient  Dance  of  Macaber,  which  1 conceive  to  have  been  a&cd  in 
churches,  (but  in  a pcrfedly  ferious  and  moral  way,)  it  receives  a 
completer  illuflration  fiom  au  old  iuitial  letter  belonging  to  a fee 
of  them  in  my  poffeliion,  on  which  is  a dance  of  Death,  infinitely 
mote  beautiful  in  point  of  dehgti  than  even  the  celebrated  one  cut 
an  wood  and  likewife  aferibed  to  the  graver  of  Holbein.  In  this 
letter,  the  Foot  is  engaged  in  a very  flout  combat  with  his  adverfary, 
and  is  aflually  buffeting  him  with  a bladder  filled  with  peas  cr 
final!  pebbles,  an  infliumeut  ycl  in  fafhion  among  Merry  Andrews. 
It  is  alaiod  unneceflary  to  add  that  fhefe  initials  are  of  foreign 
workmanfhip  ; and  the  inference  is,  that  fuch  farces  were  common 
tipou  the  continent,  and  are  here  alluded  io  by  theortid.  I Ihovild 
not  omit  ;o  mention,  that  the  letter  in  qucltion  has  been  rudely 
copied  in  an  edition  of  Stowe's  Survey  of  London,  Doves. 
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1 

Your  creatures,  who  by  yon  have  been  reflor’d: 

And  not  your  knowledge,  perfonal  pain,  but  even 
Your  purle.  flill  open,  hath  built  lord  Cerimon 
Stub  llrcng  renown  as  time  fliall  never 


Enter  two  Servants  with  a chejl. 

Serv.  So;  lift  there. 

Cer.  What  is  that? 

Serv.  Sir,  even  now 

Did  the  fca  tofs  upon  our  fhore  this  chcfl ; 

’lis  of  fome  wreck. 

Cer.  Set  ’t  down,  let’s  look  on  it. 

a.  Gent.  'Tis  like  a coflin,  fir. 

Cer.  Whate'er  it  be, 

’Tis  wondrous  heavy.  Wrench  it  open  il  might; 
If  the  lea’s  flomach  be  o’ercharg’d  with  gold.1 
It  is  a good  condraint  of  fortune,  that 
It  belches  upon  us. 3 

a.  Gent.  ’Tis  fo,  my  lord. 

Cer.  How  clofe  ’tis  caulk’d  and  bitura’d!4  — 
Did  die  fca  call  it  up? 


* If  Hr  fea's  fomaeh  bt  o'ercbarvfd  mil  gold,  fcc.]  This  in- 
delicate aliution  hat  already  occurred  in  the  fcenc  between  Pciiclci 
and  the  Fifhcrmen,  and  may  alfo  be  found  in  King  Kichard  III : 

“ Whom  their  o'er  cloyed  country  vomilt  forth, 

' Stelvens. 

* It  is  a goad  corjlraint  of  fortune,  that 

It  belches  upon  «t.]  This  (insular  cxpreflion  it  again  applied 
by  our  author  to  the  (ca,  in  Ike  Temptfi  : 

*•  You  are  three  men  of  lin,  whom  defliny 
“ ( 1 hat  hath  to  inflruaient  this  lower  world, 

•*  And  what  is  in’t,)  the  never  lurUilcd Jta 
“ Hath  caufed  to  belch  up  l"  MalOnv. 

4 Hour  cloje  'tis  touli’d  and  bitum'd  !J  £ctlom'df  which  is  the 
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Serv.  I never  faw  fo  huge  a billow,  iir, 

As  tofs’d  it  upon  fhorc. 

Cer.  Come,  wrench  it  open; 

Soft,  foft! — itfmells  mofl  fweetly  in  my  fenfe. 

2.  Gent.  A delicate  odour. 

Cf.r.  As  ever  hit  mynoflril;5  fo, — up  with  it. 
O you  mofl  potent  gods!  what’s  here?  a corle ! 
i.  Gent.  Mofl  Arango! 

Cer.  Shrouded  in  cloth  of  flate ; balm’d  and 
entreafur’d 

With  bags  of  fpices  full!  A paffport  too! 

Apollo,  perfect  me  i’the  characters  ! 6 

[ Unfolds  a fcroll. 
Here  I give  to  underfland,  [Reads. 

(If  e'er  this  coffin  drive  a-land,7) 

I,  king  Pericles,  have  lojl 

’l  itis  tjueen,  worth  all  our  mundane  cojl . * 

Who  finds  her,  give  her  burying. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  a king:3 

reading  of  all  the  copiei,  is  evidently  a corruption.  We  had 
before  : 

“ Sir,  we  have  a chefl  beneath  the  hatches,  caulk’d  and  bitum’d 
ready. *'  Malone. 

* As  ever  hit  my  no  first So,  io  Tht  M.errj  Wives  of  Windfor  .• 
“ — — as  ever  offended  noftril."  STervrws. 

* Apollo,  perfrfl  mt  i'tkf  charaHtrs  ! ] Cerimoti,  having 

made  pit)  Tick  his  peculiar  fludy,  would  naturally,  in  any  emergency 
invoke  Apoilo.  Ob  the  prefent  occalion,  however,  he  addrcOcs 
him  as  the  patron  of  learning.  Malone. 

7 [If  ter  this  coffin  drive  a-land,)  [ This  uncommon  phrafe  it 
repeatedly  ufed  in  Twine’s  trauflation:  “ Then  give  thanks  unto 
Cod,  who  in  my  flight  hath  brought  roe  a~lani  into  your  coftcs.’* 
Again  : u ■■  ccrtayne  pyrats  which  were  come  *-land." 

Steevens. 

* — mundane—  ] i.  e.  worldly.  Malone. 

9 1 Vko  finds  her y give  her  burying. 

She  mas  the  daughter  of  a king}  J The  author  had/ perhaps,  the 
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Befides  this  treafurt  for  a Jet, 

The  gods  requite  his  charily ! 

If  thou  liv’ft,  Pericles,  thou  haft  a heart 
That  even  cracks  for  woe!1 — This  chanc’d  to- 
night. 

a.  Gent.  Moft  likely,  fir. 

Cer.  Nay,  certainly  to-night; 

For  look,  how  frefli  ftie  looks! — They  were  too 
rough, 

That  threw  her  in  the  fea.  Make  fire  within ; 
Fetch  hither  all  the  boxes  in  my  clofet. 

Death  may  ufurp  on  nature  many  hours, 

And  yet  the  fire  of  life  kindle  again 
The  overprefted  fpirits.  I have  heard  * 

Of  an  Egyptian,  had  nine  hours  lien  dead, 4 
By  good  appliance  was  recovered. 


facrcd  writings  in  his  thoughts:  *‘Go  fee  now  this  curfed  woman 
and  bury  her ; JorJhe  is  a king's  daughter,"  2 Kings,  ix.  3G. 

Malone. 

The  following,  in  Twine’s  tranflation,  are  the  firft  words  df 

Luc  in. i on  her  recovery:  ‘ ‘ touch  me  not  other™  ife  than  thou 

oughteft  to  doe,  for  l am  a king  s daughter  aud  the  wife  of  a king.** 

Steevenj. 

- thou  kajl  a heart 

That  even  cracks  for  woe!]  So,  in  Hamlet: 

“ Now  cracks  a noble  heart. " 

Even  is  the  reading  of  the  fecond  quarto.  The  firft  has  ever , 

Malone. 

• — — I have  heard — ] For  the  infertion  of  the  word  kavet 
which  both  the  metre  and  the  fenfe  require,  I am  refponfible. 

Malone. 

4 — — nine  hours  lien  dead,  ] So,  in  the  Uviiitb  Pfalm  : 

— — though  ye  have  lien  among  the  pots — • ” SrasyfiNi. 
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Enter  a Servant,  with  boxes,  napkins,  and  firt. 

Well  faid,  well  (aid;  the  fire  and  the  cloths.* — - 
The  rough  and  tvolui  ntulick  that  we  have, 
Caufe  it  to  found,  'hcfccch  you.  * 

Tlte  vial  once  more;  — How  thon  flirr'fl,  thou 

block  ?— 

The  ntulick  there.  ’ — I pray  you,  give  her  air : — 


• Well  faid,  well  faid  ; the  fire  and  the  cloths.  ] So,  on  a rimilar 
OccaGon,  in  0 thrill , Ail  V.  (c.  i : 

“ ■ (J.  a chair,  a chair  ! — 

“ 0,  that's  well fiaid\  the  chair;  — 

44  Some  good  man  bear  him  carefully  from  hence." 

Malone. 

* The  rough  and  woful  mvfick  that  we  have. 

Caufe  it  to  fiound.  'he fetch  )'»«,  ] Paulina  in  like  manner  in  The 
Winter's  Tate.  when  (he  pretends  to  bring  Hcimionc  10  life,  orders 
muGck  10  be  played,  to  awake  her  fiuro  her  tiancc.  So  alfo  the 
phvhchn  in  Kiig  L*ar.  when  the  king  is  about  to  awake  (1004  the 
ilcep  he  had  fallen  into,  after  his  frenzy: 

“ PUafc  you  draw  near;  — Louder  the  mvfick  there!" 

Malone. 

7 The  rial  pner  more: — How  thou  fiiifjl , Ihov  block  ? — 

Tie  mvfick  there,  j The  firft  quarto  reads, — the  rip/  once  more. 
The  fccond  and  the  fubfcqucnl  editious — the  vial.  If  the  firtt  be 
right,  Ceriruon  mull  be  fuppofed  to  repeat  his  orders  that  they 
ihoutd  again  found  their  rough  and  woejul  mvfick.  So,  in  Tutljlk 
Night: 

41  That  Jlrain  again  ! " 

The  word  viol  has  ©centred  before  in  this  play  in  the  fenfe  rf 
violin.  I think,  however,  the  reading  of  the  feroud  quailo  is 
right.  Cerimon,  in  Older  to  revive  the  queen,  fir H commands  loud 
mufick  to  be  played,  and  then  a fcc«»nd  time  admintftcis  foiue 
cordial  to  her,  which  we  fnay  fuppole  had  been  bcfoc  4dtn»iii« 
itcred  to  her  when  his  fervants  entered  with  the  napkins,  &c.  S<« 
Conjtfifio  A mantis,  p.  180  : 

44 this  worthie  kinges  wife 

44  HoneHlie  lliei  token  oute, 

44  And  inaden  fyres  all  aboule  ; 

44  Tliei  leied  hir  on  a couelie  foftt, 

44  And  with  a ihcte  warincJ  ofte 
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Gentlemen, 

'1  his  queen  will  live  : nature  awakes  ; a warmth 
Breathes  out  of  her;*  flic  hath  not  been  entranc’d 
Above  five  hours.  See,  how  (he  ’gins  to  blow 
Into  life’s  flower  again! 

I.  Gent.  The  heavens,  fir. 

Through  yon,  increafe  our  wonder,  and  fet  up 
Your  fame  forever. 

Cer.  She  is  alive  ; behold, 

Her  eyelids,  cafes  to  thole  heavenly  jewels  * 

\\  hich  Pericles  hath  loft, 

“ Hir  eolde  brefle  begin  td  heate, 

“ Hit  hene  alfo  lo  Qaeke  and  bcate. 

“ This  maiflcr  bath  Fir  every  jovutc 
With  certcin  oyle  and  b.ilfa>u  anoynte, 

“ And  fit it  a hcovr  in  Air  mo* tit 
14  Which*  is  to  few  clcrkcfi  couth*.’* 

Little  weight  is  to  be  laid  ou  the  fpelliug  of  the  firft  qutrto,  fof 
v i*t  was  formerly  fpclt  viol.  In  the  quarto  edition  of  K,  Richard  II. 
tSi  5 : 

**  Edward’s  feven  fons,  whereof  thyfelf  art  one, 

% “ Were  feven  viols  of  his  fat  red  blood." 

Again,  in  the  folio,  1 0 2 3 , ibidem: 

44  One  vial  full  of  Edward’s  facred  blood.” 

Again,  in  The  Tragical  Hi  Hot)  of  Rumens  and  Juliet,  1 56  7 : 

41  She  pound  forth  into  the  xyoll  of  the  fryer 

44  Water Malone. 

* — . — a tuarmtA 

Breathes  out  of  her;]  The  old  copies  read  —a  warmth  IreatA  out 
of  her.  The  corredioti  was  fuggrftcd  by  Mr.  Stccvcns-  The 
fccond  quarto,  and  the  modern  editions,  read  unintelligibly, 
Nature  awakes  a warm  breath  out  of  her . Malone. 

In  Twine’s  trar.flation  it  is  to  Ccriwon’s  pupil  Macliaon,  and 
no?  to  Ccdmon  hrmfeif,  that  the  lady  is  indebted  for  her  recovery; 
44  ■■  ■ he  pulled  the  clothes  from  the  ladies  bofome,  and  powred 
forth  the  ointment,  and  bellowing  it  abroad  with  his  hand  per- 
% rived  fome  u armtk  in  her  bread,  and  that  there  was  life  in  her 

body. Then  went  Machaon  unto  bis  matter  Ceiimon,  and 

fai’je  : The  woman  whom  (hou  thiukeft  to  be  dcadc  it  alive,”  8cc. 

Steevens. 

• raf^s  to  lb  d/e  heavenly  jewels—]  The  fame  cxpicffiou 

occurs  in  Tie  Winter's  Tale:  * 
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Begin  to  part  their  fringes  of  bright  gold 
1 he  diamonds  of  a mod  praifed  water 
Appear,  to  moke  the  world  twice  rich.  O live. 
Anil  make  us  weep  to  hear  your  fate,  fair  creature, 
Karc  as  you  leciu  to  be  ! [5/ic  moves. 

'I  hai.  O dear  Diana, 

Where  am  I ? Where's  iny  lord?  What  world  is 
this?3 

2.  Gfnt.  Is  not  this  flrange  ? 
i . Gent.  Mod  tare. 

Cer.  Hufh,  gentle  neighbours  ; 

Lend  me  yonr  hands:  to  the  next  chamber  bear 
her/ 


r *« they  feem'd  almoft,  with  flaring  on  one  another,  to  tear 

the  cafes  of  their  eyes.”  Malone. 

Her  ryrlids,  cafe*  to  theft  jewel*  — ] So,  fn  Sidney's 

Arcadia , Book  HI:  “ Her  faire  lids , then  hiding  her  fairer  eyes, 
feeroed  unto  him  fweet  boxes , rich  in  thcmfelve*,  but  containing 
in  them  fur  richer  jewels."  Stefvlns. 

* Begin  to  part  their  fringes  of  bright  gold;  ] So,  in  The  Temple 

“ The  fringed  cu- tains  of  thine,  *>r  advance, 

*•  Aud  fay  what  tliou  fee'ft  yond  ?*'  Maloni. 

* . What  world  is  this?  J So,  in  the  Confrjjio  Amantis : 

“ And  ft  fl  hi r cyeu  up  flit*  cafle, 

« And  whan  fhe  more  offtrtngth  caught. 

44  Hit  armc&  both  forth  Ihc  ftiaughte  : 

Hcldc  up  liir  hondc  and  piteouflie 
44  She  fpukr,  and  faid.  when  am  1 ? 

4t  Wktrt  is  my  lorde  * u orldt  is  this  f 

44  As  (he  that  »otc  not  howc  it  is."  Valoni. 

4 P,'fh.  gentle  neighbour* ; — 

■ — o the  next  chau>b<r  bear  her.]  Thus,  in  Twine’s  tianila- 
tion  : “ And  when  he  had  to  iaidc,  he  tooke  the  body  reveteutly 
in  his  armes,  and  bate  it  unto  his  ownt  chamber See.  St&lvens, 

So,  in  hir.g  Henry  IV.  Tart  II: 

44  l piay  you,  take  me  up,  and  bear  me  hence 
44  Into  another  chamber : JeJtly , pray; 

44  Let  there  be  no  noile  made,  my  grntle friends , 

44  Tnlels  feme  dull  afid  favourable  hand 

44  Will  wbilper  nmfltk  to  «y  wearied  fpitit."  M aloki. 
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Get  linen  ; now  this  matter  mud  be  look’d  to, 

For  her  relapfc  is  mortal.  Come,  come,  come; 
And  dLfculapius  guide  ns! 

Exeunt , carrying  Thaisa  away. 


SCENE  III. 

Tharfas.  A Room  in  Cleon’s  Houjc. 

Enter  Pericles,  Cleon,  Diontza,  Lychorida,' 
and  Marina. 

Per.  Moflhonour’d Cleon  l mndneeds  begone; 
My  twelve  months  are  expir’d,  and  I yrus  (lands 
In  a litigious  peace.  You,  and  your  lady. 

Take  from  my  heart  all  thankfulnefs!  'I  he  gods 
Make  np  the  red  upon  you ! 

Cle.  Your  (bafts  of  fortune,  though  they  hurt 
you  mortally.  5 

Yet  glance  full  wand’ringly  on  us.  * 

9 ii. mm  ■ though  they  hurt  you  mortally , ] Firft  quarto — haunt.  Th# 
folios  and  the  modem  editions  read  —kale.  Malone 
6 Tour  flufes  of  fortune,  though  hey  huit  you  mortally, 

Ytt  glance  full  wand'ringly  m.  ] Old  copy  i 

lour  (hakes  of  fortune,  though  they  haunt  you  mortally% 

Yet  glance  full  wond’riogiy  on  us. 
t read  ( as  in  the  text ): 

Tour  (hafts  of  fortune,  though  they  hurt  you  mortally » 

Tel  glance  full  wnnH'r'tngly  See. 

Thus,  Tully,  in  one  of  his  Familiar  Epiflles:  44  • otrinibui 

ielis  fortune  propofiia  fit  vita  noftra.”  Again,  Shaktpcare  in  hi* 
Othello: 

44  — — The  (hot  of  accident,  ox  dart  of  chanct— 

Again,  in  Hamlet: 

14  The  ftings  and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune.** 

Again,  in  The  Merry  Wwee  of  Windsor:  44  I am  glad,  though 
you  have  ta’en  a fpecial  ftand  to  ftrike  at  me,  that  your  am w batfe 
glanced." 

Vol.  XX.  % 
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Dion.  O yonr  fweet  queen  ! 

That  the  drift  fates  had  pleas’d  you  had  brought 
her  hither, 

To  have  biels’d  mine  eyes! 

Vek.  We  cannot  bnt  obey 

The  powers  above  us.  Could  I rage  and  roar 
As  doth  the  fea  flic  lies  in,  yet  the  end 
Mull  be  as  ’tis.  My  babe  Marina  (whom 
For  Are  was  born  at  lea,  I have  nam’d  fo)  here 
I charge  your  charity  withal,  and  leave  her 
T he  infant  of  your  care;  befeechiug  you 
T o give  her  princely  training,  that  file  may  be 
Manner'd  as  flic  is  born. 7 

Cle.  . Fear  not,  ray  lord: 

Your  grace, 1 that  fed  my  country  with  your  corn, 
(For  which  the  people’s  prayers  fliil  fall  upon  you,) 
Mud  in  your  child  be  thought  on.  If  negleftion 
Should  therein  make  me  vile,1'  the  common  body. 


The  fenfe  of  the  pafTage  (hould  feem  to  be  as  follows. — All  the 
■>a!ice  of  foi  tune  is  uoi  confined  to  youtfelf.  Though  her  arrows 
ilrike  deeply  at  you,  yet . waodctiug  from  their  mark,  they  Tome- 
times  glance  on  us;  as  at  prefent,  when  the  uncertain  dale  «( 
lyredeprivet  ui  of  your  company  at  ’lharfus.  Si elvens. 

1 Manner'd  at  Jhc  it  lorn,]  So,  in  Cymbtlme  : 

44  * aod  he  is  one 

44  Ibe  trued  manner'd,  fuclj  a holy  witch, 

44  That  he  cochaats  forieiies  to  him.'*  Malone. 

• Fear  not,  my  lord ; Sec.  ] Old  copies; 

Fear  not,  my  lord , but  think 
Tour  grace,  &c.  STtEVENa. 

I fufped  the  poet  wrote, 

Fear  not  my  lord , but  that 
Tour  grace.  See.  Malonf.. 

1 have  removed  the  difficulty  by  omitting  the  words— lul  think, 
which  are  unueceflary  to  the  fenfe,  and  fpoil  the  incafute. 

Stxivens. 

* — — 1 //  ccglcdion 

Should  Ihtiem  make  me  vile%  ] The  modern  editions  havw 
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Bv  you  reliev’d,  would  force  me  to  my  duty: 

But  if  to  that  my  nature  need  a fpur, 1 
The  gods  revenge  it  upon  me  and  mine, 

To  the  end  of  generation! 

Per.  I believe  you  ; 

Your  honour  and  your  goodncfs  teach  me  credit,* 
Without  your  vows.  I ill  flic  be  married,  madam* 
By  bright  Diana,  whom  we  honour  all, 

Unfcifiar’d  fliall  this  hair  of  mine  remain, 

'i  hough  I fhow  will  in’t. 4 Sol  take  my  leave. 

negltfl.  But  the  reading  of  the  old  copy  it  right.  TUo  word  it 
•led  by  Shaklpeare  in  Iroilus  and  Crejftdat 
44  And  this  ntgttflion  of  degree  ii  it 
44  Thai  by  -a  pace  goet  backward,’*  MALONE, 

“ — — my  nature  need  a fpur,  ] So,  io  M acbtlfi: 

41  ■ ■■—»■  - i have  no  jpur 

44  To  prick  the  fuies  of  iuy  intent  ■ ■—.’*  Steevenj. 

9 Your  honour  and  your  goodntjs  teach  mt  credit,  ] Old  copiei«** 
teach  me  to  it%  a weak  reading,  if  nor  apparently  corrupt.  For  the 
infertion  of  its  prelent  fubHitute  I am  anfwerable.  1 once  thought 
we  (hould  read  — witch  me  to  it,  a phrafe  familiar  enough  to 
Sbakfpeare. 

Mr.  M.  Mafon  it  fatisfied  with  the  old  reading;  but  thinka 
«4  the  expreflion  would  be  improved  by  leaving  out  the  particle  r*t 
which  buns  the  fenfe,  without  improving  the  metre.**  Then,  faye 
be,  the  line  wilt  run  thus  : 

Your  honour  and  your  goodntjs  teach  me  >/,■■  — • 5teeVFN.% 

* Though  I /how  will  in't : J The  meaning  may  be — 44  Though 
1 appear  wilful  and  perverfe  by  fuch  condu&.’*  We  might  read* 
Though  J Jhow  ill  in’/.  Malone. 

— Till  (he  be  married,  nadam% 

By  bright  Diana , whom  wt  honour  all , \ 

t/nfcilTar’d  Jhalt  this  hair  of  mine  remain^ 

Though  I Jhow  will  in't.  ] Old  copy! 

l/nfift«r*d  Jlall  this  heir  oj  mine  fcc. 

But  a more  obvious  and  certain  iohance  of  corruption  perbapt  il 
not  difcoverable  throughout  our  whole  play. 

I read,  as  in  the  text;  for  fo  is  the  prefent  circumflance  recited 
in  Art  V.  and  in  coufcquence  of  the  oath  cxpicfled  at  the  prefent 
moment  t 
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Good  madam,  make  me  blcfled  in  your  care 
In  bringing  up  my  child. 

Dion.  I have  one  myfelf. 

Who  (hall  not  be  more  dear  to  my  re  Ip  eft, 

Than  yours,  my  lord. 

Per.  Madam,  my  thanks  and  prayers. 

Clk.  We’ll  bring  your  grace  even  to  the  edge 
o’the  lliore ; 

Then  give  you  up  to  the  malk'd  Neptune,5  and 

»i  ■ m And  now. 

This  ornament,  (bat  makes  me  look  fo  difmal, 

“ Will  I,  my  lov'd  Marina,  clip  to  form; 

“ And  what  this  fourteen  years  no  razor  touch'd, 

“ To  grace  Iky  marriage  day,  I’ll  beautify.” 

So  alfo,  iu  Twine's  lianflation:  “ - - -and  be  fwnre  a folcmn 
oaih,  that  he  would  not  poult  his  head,  clip  his  beard,  &c.  untill  he 
had  married  his  daughter  at  ripe  yeares.” 

Without  the  prefeat  emendation  therefore,  Pericles  muff  appear 
to  have  behaved  unaccountably ; as  the  bindiug  power  of  a 
romaolick  oath  could  alone  have  been  the  motive  of  his  long  per- 
iiltcnce  in  fo  ftraoge  a neglect  of  bis  perfon. 

The  words—  unlcijfar'd  and  hair,  were  eafilv  mi  fin  ken  for— 
unfi /ler'd  and  hzir  ; as  the  manufeript  might  have  beeu  iudiitindv 
or  (lie  compofitor  inattentive. 

1 once  ftrovc  to  explain  the  original  line  as  follows: 

L’nfifter'd  Jhall  this  heir  oj  mine  remain, 

Though  1 Jhoiv  will  in'l: 

i.  e.  till  (he  be  married,  I fwear  bv  Diana,  (though  ! may  (how 
[ will,  1.  e.  ] obftinacy  in  keeping  fuch  an  oath)  this  heir  of  mine 
fhall  have  none  who  can  call  her  fijter ; i.  e.  I will  not  marry,  and 
fo  have  a chance  of  other  children  before  Ihc  is  difpofed  of.— 
Objlinacy  was  auciently  called  wiljulntjs. 

but  it  is  fcarce  poffible  that  unfijfer'd  fhould  be  the  true  reading; 
for  if  Pericles  bad  taken  another  wife,  after  his  daughter's  marriage, 
could  be  have  been  fure  of  progeny  to  Ji/ler  his  firft  child  :*  or  what 
wiljulnefs  would  he  have  (hown,  had  be  continued  a (ingle  man? 
To  perhft  in  wearing  a fqualid  head  of  hair  and  beard,  was  indeed 
an  obltinate  peculiarity.  Steevens. 

* — mafk'd  Neptune,  ] i.  e.  infidious  waves  that  wear  o 
treacherous  frnile  : 

“ Subdola  pcllacis  ridet  elemeutia  ponli.”  Lucretius. 

Steevens* 
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The  gentlefl  winds  of  heaven. 

Pee-  I will  embrace 

Your  offer.  Come,  dear’ll  madam.  — O,  no  rears, 
Lychorida,  no  tears : 

Look  to  your  little  miflrcfs,  on  whofc  grace 
Yon  may  depend  hereafter.-— Come,  my  lord. 

[ Exeunt, 


SCENE  IV. 

Ephefus.  A Room  in  Cerimon’s  Houje. 

Enter  Cerimon  and  Thaisa. 

Cer.  Madam,  this  letter,  and  fome  certain  jewels. 
Lay  with  you  in  your  coffer:  which  are  now J 
At  your  command.  Know  you  the  chara&er? 

1 HA.  It  is  my  lord’s. 

That  1 was  fhipp’d  at  fea,  I well  remember, 

Even  on  my  yearning  time;'  but  whether  there 

So,  in  The  Merchant  of  Venice  : 

“ the  guiled  Ihore 

“ To  a mo  ft  dangerous  fca."  Malone. 

* which  are  now — J For  the  iuferlion  of  the  word 

I am  accountable.  Malone. 

1 — — l will  remember , 

Even  on  my  yearning  /ime;]  The  quarto,  1619,  and  the  fo'io, 
1664,  which  was  probably  printed  from  it,  both  read  eaning*  The 
fir  ft  quarto  reads  learning.  The  editor  of  the  fccond  quarto  feems 
to  have  corrcfled  many  of  the  faults  in  the  old  copy,  without 
any  conGdcratioo  of  the  original  corrupted  reading.  Malone. 

4 Read — yearning  time.  So,  in  King  Henry  V: 

“ for  Falttaff  be  is  dead,  ^ 

“ And  we  mutt  yearn  therefore." 

To  yearn  is  to  feel  iotcmal  uneafinefj.  The  time  of  a woman** 
labour  is  ftill  called,  la  low  language — her  groaning  tune— her 
trying  out, 
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Delivered  or  no,  by  the  holy  gods. 

1 cannot  rightly  fay;  But  ftnee  king  Pericles, 

Mv  wedded  lord.  1 ne’er  {ball  lee  again, 

A vcllal  livery  will  1 take  me  to, 

And  never  more  have  joy. 

Cer.  Madam,  if  this  \ou  pnrpofe  as  you  fpealc, 
Diana’s  temple  is  not  diltant  far. 

Where  you  may  ’bide  until  your  date  expire.* 
Moreover,  if  you  pleafe,  a niece  of  mine 
Shall  there  attend  you. 

rI  hai.  'Mv  recompencc  is  thanks,  that’s  all; 

Yet  my  good  will  is  great,  though  the  gift  ftnall. 

. [ Exiunt. 

Mr.  Rowe  would  read — eanitig,  a term  applicable  only  to  (beep 
%*heo  they  product  tSeir  ytung.  Steevfki. 

Thaifa  evidently  means  to  fay,  that  (be  was  put  on  (hip-board 
jult  at  the  tiro#  when  (be  expeded  to  be  delivered  ; and  as  the 
word  ytarnu.g  does  not  expref*  that  idea,  I (bould  fuppofc  it  to  be 
wrong.  The  obvious  amendment  is  to  read. — even  at  my  yeaning 
time  i which  differs  horn  it  but  by  a (ingle  letter  : — Or  perbap*  we 
(bould  read,— yielding  time. 

So,  Policies  fays  to  Thaifa  in  the  bft  feene  : 

“ Look  who  kneels  here  ! Flcfli  of  thy  Thaifa; 

44  Thy  burden  at  the  fea,  and  call'd  Matina, 

44  For  (he  was  yielded  there.”  M.  Mason. 

• White  you  may  'bide  until  your  date  expire.]  Until  you  die* 
So,  iu  Rpm'O  ejiJ  Juliet: 

44  i he  dat'  ii  out  of  fuch  prolixity.0 

The  expreiliou  of  the  text  is  again  ufed  by  our  author  in  Tit 
Rape  of  Luctue: 

14  An  expir’d  date  caucell'd,  ere  well  begua.** 

Again,  i»>  Romeo  and  Juliet : 

• ' and  expire  the  terra 

*4  Of  a defpifed  life.’*  Malone. 
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ACT  IV. 

Enter  Gower.* 

Gow.  Imagine  Pericles  at  Tyre,- 
Welcom'd,  to  his  own  delire. 

His  woful  queen  leave  at  Ephefs, 

To  Dian  there  a votarefs.3 
NoW'to  Marina  bend  your  mind, 

Whom  our  fall-growing  fccne  tnuft  find* 


* E*ter  Gower.]  Tltii  chorus,  and  the  two  following  fcenci, 
have  hitherto  been  printed  as  part  of  the  third  ad.  In  the  original 
edition  of  this  play,  the  whole  appears  in  an  unbroken  let  ice. 
The  editor  of  the  folio  in  1664,  Bid  made  the  divifiou  of  a$i 
and  feeues  (which  has  been  (ince  followed,)  without  much  propriety. 
T he  poet  feems  to  have  intended  that  each  ad  fhould  begin  with 
a chorus.  Ou  this  principle  the  prefent  diviBou  is  made.  Gower, 
however,  interpofing  eight  times,  a chorus  is  neceflarily  introduced 
in  the  middle  of  this  aud  the  enfuing  ad.  Malone. 

* Imaging  Pericles  8cc.  j The  old  copies  reads 

Imagine  Pericles  airiv'd  at  Tjrr%  , 

Welcom'd  and  fettled  to  his  own  defirt . 

His  moful  queen  we  leave  at  Ephefutt 
Un/i  Diana  there  a votarefs. 

For  the  fake  of  uniformity  of  metre,  the  words,  See.  diflinguifhed 
by  the  Roman  charader,  are  omitted.  SrEEVENI. 

* His  moful  queen  Ltave  at  Epht fj, 

To  Dian  litre  a vo/erefs. j Old  copy — me  leave  at  Ephefast 
but  Ephefus  is  a rhyme  fo  ill  correfpomling  with  votarr/i,  that  f 
fufped  our  author  wrote  Ephe/e  or  Ephe/r ; as  lie  often  contradt 
his  proper  names  to  fuit  his  metre.  Thus  Pont  for  Pouter,  Mede 
for  Media,  Comagcne  for  Coraagena,  Sicils  for  Sicilies,  See. 
Gower,  in  the  Rory  ou  which  this  play  is  founded,  has  Dionjic  (ot 
Dionyza,  and  T harjfe  for  Tharfus.  Steevens. 

To  Dian  there  a votarefs ,]  The  old  copies  read  — there's  a 
votsrefs.  I am  anfwerablc  for  the  core dion.  Malone. 

4 Whom  our  fall  growing  feene  mujl  Jini — ] The  fame  exprefio* 
•ccurs  io  the  ChotuA  to  Ike  Winter's.  Tale:  »; 
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At  Tharfus,  and  by  Cleon  train’d 
In  inufick,  letters!5  who  hath  gain’d 
Of  education  all  the  grace, 

Which  makes  her  both  the  heart  and  place 
Of  general  wonder. 6 But  alack! 

1 hat  monlier  envy,  oft  the  wrack 

44  — — • your  patience  this  allowing, 

“ I turn  ray  glafs,  and  give  ray  /cent  fuch  growings 
44  A»  iou  had  dept  between  ” Malone. 

5 7n  nfich,  letters]  { The  old  copy  reads.  1 think  corruptly—; 
|n  mvjickt  letters.  Ibe  correfpoading  pafiage  ia  Gowet's  0.onJeJJ, tp 
Amaniis,  confirms  tbe  emendai.on  now  made: 

41  Mydougbter  Toaift  by  your  leve 
44  I thyulce  (hill  with  you  be  leve 
44  A*  for  a lyme  : and  thus  I praie, 

44  That  flic  be  keptc  by  all  waic, 

44  And  whan  fhc  hath  of  age  more 
44  Thai  flic  be  fet  io  boies  lore."  Lc. 

Again : 

44  ■ . fhe  dwelleth 

44  lu  Tharfe,  as  the  Ctonikc  telleth  ; 

44  She  was  well  kept  fhe  was  well  loked, 

44  S U n>as  u ell  tauzkt,  Jke  u as  w/ll  bvied; 

44  So  well  fliefped  bit  »n  htr  youth, 

44  That  fhc  of  every  wyftdomc  couth—.”  Malone 
? Which  main  her  both  (he  heart  and  place 
0/ general  wonder . j The  old  copies  lead  — 

Which  main  high  both  the  art  andpUce,  &c. 

The  emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Stecvcus.  Malone. 

Which  mates  her  both  the  heart  and  place 

Of  general  wonder.]  Such  au  education  as  rendered  her  the 
(tntrr  aud  fituation  of  general  wonder.  Wc  (till  ufc  the  heart  of 
oak  for  the  central  pari  of  it,  and  the  heart  of  the  land  in  much 
fuch  another  fenfe.  Shakfpeare  in  Coriolanus  fays,  Uiatoueofhii 
kdiesii  “the  fpire  and  top  of  praife.”  Steevens.  " 

So,  in  Twelfth  Night: 

44  I vill  on  wi*h  id v fpeech  in  your  praife,  and  then  fhow  you 
tbe  hea»t  of  ray  meflfage  " . 

Again,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  ; 

**  -—■—the  verv  heart  of  lofs,” 

; Again,  iu  / he  Rape  oj  Lucrete  : 

On  her  bare  breaft,  tb*  hurt  of  all  her  land.” 
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Of  earned  praife,7  Marina’s  life 
Seeks  to  take  off  by  treafon's  knife. 

And  in  this  kind  hath  our  Cleon 
One  daughter,  and  a wench  full  grown,  ^ 
Even  ripe  for  marriage  fight ; 5 this  maid 
plight  Philo  ten  : and  it  is  faid 
For  certain  in  our  flory,  fhe 
Would  ever  with  Marina  be: 


Tlaa  here  fignifies  rrfiderce.  So,  in  A Lover's  Complaint; 

**  Love  lack'd  a duelling,  aud  made  him  her  place.'* 
lo  this  feufe  it  was  that  Shaklpcarc,  when  he  purcbaled  his  houfe 
at  StTatford,  catled  it  Jit  New  tlaa.  Malone, 

7 of  the  wrack 

Of  earned  praife,  ] Praife  that  has  been  well  deferved.  The 
lame  exprefhou  is  found  in  the  following  lines,  which  our  author 
has  imitated  in  his  Romeo  and  Juliet : 

“ How  durlt  thou  once  attempt  to  touch  the  honor  of  hit 
' name? 

41  Wbofc  deadly  fqc»  do  yeld  him  dewand  earned  praife.** 
Tragical!  Hijiorie  if  Jiometti  and  Julie t,  i56a. 
So,  in  A Midfummer  Night’s  Dream: 

“ If  we  have  unearned  luck  — MALONE. 
v And  in  this  kind  halk  our  Cleon 
One  daughter,  and  a wench  full  grown,]  The  old  copy  reads  5 
And  m this  kind  our  Cleon  kalk 
One  daughter,  and  a full  grown  wench. 

The  rhyme  thews  evidently  that  it  is  corrupt.  For  the  prefent 
regulation  the  reader  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Stcevcns.  Malone. 

9 Even  ripe  for  marriage  light;]  The  firll  quarto  reads; 

Even  right  for  marriage  fight ; ■■  — . 

The  quarto,  1619,  aud  all  be  fubicquent  editions,  have — 
Even  ripe  for  marriage  fight . 

Sight  was  clearly  mifprinted  for fghl.  \Ve  bad  before  in  this  play 
Cupid’s  wars . Malone. 

I would  read: 

Even  ripe  for  marriage  rites.  Pe*cv. 

Read  — fight t i.  e.  the  combats  of  Venus;  or  nigh l,  which  need# 
»9  explanation.  St&ivens. 
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Be’t  when  flic  weav’d  the  fleided  filk  1 
With  fingers,  long,  fmall,  white  J as  milk  ; 
Or  when  (he  would  with  fharp  neeld  wound4 
The  cambrick,  which  (lie  made  more  (ouud 
By  hurting  it  ; or  when  to  the  lute 
She  fung,  and  made  the  night-bird  mute. 
That  llill  records  with  moan;5  or  when 
She  would  with  rich  and  conftant  pen 


° Be't  when  (hr  weav'd  the  fleided  — ] The  old  copiei  reid : 
Be  it  when  they  weav'd  &c. 

But  the  context  (hews  that Jhe  was  the  author'*  word.  To  have 
praifed  even  the  hand*  of  Philotcn  would  have  beeu  iucouGlteut 
with  the  general  frhemc  of  the  prefent  chorus.  lu  all  the  other 
jnembers  of  this  feutcoce  we  find  Mariua  alone  meutioued: 

**  Or  when  fne  would  See. 

“ — — or  when  to  the  (utc 
“ She  fu ii g,  **  kc.  Malone, 

Sleided  (ilk.  is  untwiiicd  (ilk,  prepared  to  he  ufed  iu  the  weaver’s 
Jl <j  or  Jlay.  F»  roy. 

For  a further  explanation  of  Jleiied  filk,  fee  Vol.  XI.  p.  too, 
o.  3 ; and  Mr.  Malone's  edit,  of  our  author,  Vol.  X.  p.  333,  u.  5. 

Stievem. 

* With  Jingers,  long,  /mail,  white  See*  J So,  in  Twine's  traufla* 

lion  : “ beautified  with  a white  hand,  and  fingers  long  and 

{lender. ” SrKKVKNS. 

* Or  when  Jhe  would  with  Jharp  neeld  wound  — J AH  the  copies 
read,  — with  fh«irp  needle  wound;  but  the  metre  (hews  that  we 
ought  to  read  neeld.  In  a fubfequent  pafljge,  in  the  fir  ft  quarto, 
the  word  is  abbreviated  : 

“ and  with  her  neele  compofes — . " 

So,  in  StanyhuriTs  Virgil,  i58j  : 

4i on  neeld*  wrought  carpets.*' 

See  alfo  Vol.  XI.  p.  454,  n.  9.  Malone. 

- ■ or  when  to  the  lute 

She  fung,  and  made  the  night-bird  mu/e , 

That  Jlill  records  with  moan;]  The  firft  quart*  reads: 

— — the  nigh(*bed  mute. 

That  Jlill  records  with  moan. 
for  which  in  ait  the  fubfequent  editions  we  Sod  — 

and  made  the  night  led  mute. 

That  Jlill  records  within  one. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PRINCE  OF  TYRE, 


i 39 

Vail  to  her  miflrefs  Dian;5  ftill 
This  Philoien  comeuds  in  Ikill 

There  can,  I think,  be  no  doubt,  that  the  author  wrote— night- 
HrJ.  Shakfpearc  has  frequent  alluflons,  iu  hit  works,  to  the 
nightingale.  So,  in  his  101ft  Sonnet: 

“ As  Philomel  in  lurmner's  front  doth  Cog, 

“ Aud  flops  her,  pipe  in  growth  of  riper  days, 

41  Not  that  the  futnmer  itf  lefs  pleafant  now 
44  Than  when  her  mournful  hymns  did  huflt  the  night /*  kc. 
Agaio,  iu  his  Raft  of  LutrtQt,  1594: 

44  And  for,  poor  bird,  thru  fng'Jl  not  in  the  day, 

44  As  lhaming  anic  eye  thould  thee  behold,—.*' 

So,  Milton's  Parajift  Lojl , Book  IV  : 

44  — Thefe  to  tbeir  nefts 

44  Were  flunk  ; all  but  the  wakeful  nightingale  5 
44  She  all  night  long  her  amorous  defcaul  fuug." 

To  record  anciently  fignihed  to  Jing,  So,  iu  Sir  Philip  Sidney’s 
Curania,  by  N.  B.  [Nicholas  Biciou  J 1606  r 
44  Recording  longs  unto  the  Deitic  — 

See  Vol.  IV.  p 2S0,  u.  6.  — 44  A bird  (I  am  informed)  is  faid  to 
rtcord , when  tie  Cngs  at  hrft  low  to  htmfelf,  before  he  becomes 
nailer  of  his  fong  and  ventures  to  fmg  out.  The  woid  is  iu 
conflant  ufe  with  bird-fanciers  at  this  day/'  Malone. 

* with  rich  and  conflant  ptn 

Vail  to  h(r  mijlrtfs  Dian;  J To  vail  is  to  bow,  ro  do  homage. 
Ti  e author  feerr.s  to  mean — Wot*  Jhe  would  comfojt  fuppiicatoiy 
hymns  to  Diana,  or  vc.rfcs  expreflive  of  her  gratitude  to  Dior»)ia. 

We  might  indeed  read  — Hail  to  her  mifliefs  Dian  j i.  c.  ialuie 
her  iu  veife.  Stbevens. 

I flroogly  fufpefi  that  vail  is  a raif. print.  We  might  read:  , 
Wail  to  fur  mxjlrtjs  Dian. 

i.  e.  compote  elegies  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  of  which  (lie 
had  been  apprised  by  her  nurfe,  Lychorida. 

That  Dian,  i.  c.  Diana,  is  the  true  reading,  tnav,  I think,  l>e 
inferred  from  a paflage  in  The  Merchant  of  Venice;  which  may  at 
the  fame  time  perhaps  aiford  the  heft  comment  ou  that  bcfoie  us: 
44  Come,  ho,  and  wake  Diana  with  a In  in  11  ; 

44  With  fwccteft  touches  pierce  your  mijirtfs'  ear, 

44  Aud  draw  her  home  with  inufick." 

Again,  in  A Midfummer  Night's  Dream: 

44  To  be  a barren  lifter  all  your  life, 

*4  Chanting  faint  h)mns  to  the  cold  fruitlcGl  moon." 

Maiqne, 
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With  abfolute  Marina  fo 

With  the  dove  of  Paphos  might  the  crow 

Vie  feathers  white.  8 Marina  gets 

All  praifes,  which  are  paid  as  debts, 

And  riot  as  given.  This  fo  darks 

In  Philoten  all  graceful  marks, s 

That  Cleon's  wife,  with  envy  rare,* 

A prefcnt  murderer  does  prepare 
For  good  Marina,  that  her  daughter 
Might  (land  peerlefs  by  this  {laughter. 


< With  abfolute  Marina.*]  L c.  highly  accompliQjcd,  pcrfcS, 
So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

44  - — at  fea 

11  He  is  an  abj  elute  nutter.” 

Again,  in  Ctcen's  Tu  Quoque,  1614: 

41 from  an  abfolute  and  molt  complete  gentleman,  to  a moft 

abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  food  lover.”  Malonb. 

* Vie  feathers  white.  ] See  note  on  The  Taming  oj  a Shrew9 
Vol.  IX.  p.  279,  n.  2.  STEEVIM. 

Old  copy: 

■ Jo 

1 he  dove  oj  Paphos  might  with  the  crow 
Vie  feathers  white. 

The  fenfe  requires  a tranfpofilion  of  thefe  words,  and  that  we  ihould 
read  : 

fo 

With  the  dove  of  Paphos  might  the  crow 
Vie  feathers  white . M.  Mason. 

1 have  adopted  Mr.  M.  Mafon's  judicious  arrangement. 

Steevins. 

9 This  fo  darks 

In  Philoten  all  graceful  raarii,  ] So,  in  Coriolanuss 

44 and  their  blare 

“ Shall  darken  him  for  ever.” 

Again,  it  idem  : 

14 You  are  darken'd  in  this  action,  fir, 

14  Even  by  your  own.”  Malone. 

* — — with  envy  rare,  ] Envy  is  frequently  ufed  hy  our  ancient 
writers,  in  the  fcofe  of  malice.  See  Vol.  XV1U.  p.  49*  n*  ^ 
is,  however,  1 believe,  here  ufed  in  its  common  acceptation. 

Malone. 
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The  fooner  her  vile  thonghts  to  Read, 
Lychorida,  our  nurfe,  is  dead  ; 

And  curfed  Dionyza  hath 
The  pregnant  inflrument  of  wrath 3 
'Prefl  for  this  blow. 4 The  unborn  event 
I do  commend  to  your  content:  5 
Only  I carry6  winged  time' 

Port  on  the  lame  feet  of  my  rhyme; 

Which  never  could  I fo  convey, 

Unlefs  your  thonghts  went  on  my  way. — 
Dionyza  does  appear, 

With  Leonine,  a murderer.  [£.v»7. 


* The  pregnant  injlrumenl  of  wrath — ] Pregnant , in  this  ioftjnce, 
means  prepared , injtrufied.  It  is  ufed  iu  a kindred  fenfe  in  Meajurc 
for  Mtajure.  See  Vol.  VI.  p.  8,  n.  6.  Steevens. 

Pregnant  is  ready."  So,  in  Uamlet: 

*\  And  crook  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee,  — 

Malone; 

4 Treft  for  this  blow.  ] FrefV  is  ready;  pret,  Fr.  So,  in  The  Tra- 
gicall  Hijlory  of  Romeus  and  Juliet , i36s: 

“ I will,  God  Icodyng  lyfe,  on  Wenfday  next  be  freji 
« To  wayte  on  him  and  you——..'* 

See  note  on  The  Merchant  of  Venice,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  i6,  n.  9. 

Malone. 

* — — The  unborn  event 

1 do  commend  to  your  content:]  l am  not  fure  that  I underfland 
this  paflage  ; but  fo  quaint  and  licentious  is  the  phrafcology  of  our 
Pfeudo-Gower,  that  perhaps  he  means  — I wifh  yon  to  find  content 
in  that  portion  of  our  play  which  has  not  yet  been  exhibited. 

Our  author  might  indeed  have  wrtilen  — confent , i.  c.  co-opera- 
tion, your  affiftiDce  in  carrying  on  our  prefent  delulion.  Steevens. 

6 Only  / carry — ] Old  copy — carried.  Steevens. 

* — — winged  time]  So,  in  the  Chorus  to  The  Winter's  Tain 

44  I 

14  Now  take,  upon  rac,  in  the  name  of  time, 

44  To  ufe  my  wings.” 

Again,  in  King  Henry  V : 

44  Thus  with  imagin’d  wing  our  fwift  feent  flies, 

44  In  motion  of  no  lefs  celerity 
44  Than  that  of  thought,"  Maumi, 
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.SCENE  I. 

Tharfus.  An  cpcn  place  near  the  Jea-fnotCi 
Euler  Dionyza  and  Leonine. 

Dion.  Thy  oath  remember;  thou  had  fworn  ta 
do  it ; 7 

’Tis  but  a blow,  which  never  (hall  be  known. 

1 hou  canft  not  do  a thing  i’the  world  fo  loon. 
To  yield  thee  fo  much  profit.  Let  not  confoience, 
Which  is  but  cold,  inflame  love  in  thy  bofom,* 


7 Thy  oath  rtmrmler  ; ihou  ha/I  Juotn  to  Ho  i/:]  Here,  I think, 
may  be  traced  the  rudiments  of  the  fee ue  m which  Lady  Macbeth 
inftigates  her  hu(baud  to  murder  Duncan: 

“ I have  given  fuck,  and  know 

11  How  tender  ‘tis  to  love  ihe  babe  that  milks  me  ; 

44  1 would,  while  it  was  fouling  in  my  face, 

14  Have  pluck'd  my  nipple  Tom  his  bonclefs  gums, 

44  And  da  fil’d  the  brains  out,  had  1 hut  Jo  Ju>otny 
44  As  you  have  done  to  this.  “ Malone. 

* — — infljmt  love  in  thy  bofomy  ] The  hrft  quarto  reads — 44  Bet 
not  coufcience  which  is  but  cold,  in  flaming  thy  love  bofome,  cq- 
l.i me  too  nlcelie,  nor  let  pitie,"  See.  The  fubfequent  impu  iiiont 
afford  no  afTillatice.  Some  words  feera  to  have  beeu  loll.  The 
fentimeat  originally  expriffed,  probably  was  this  — Let  uot  coo. 
fcieuce,  which  is  but  a cold  tnooitor,  deter  jou  from  executing 
what  you  have  promifed}  nor  let  the  beauty  of  Marina  enkindle 
thfc  flame  of  love  in  your  bofom  ; — nor  be  foftcocd  by  pity,  which 
even  I,  a woman,  have  call  off.  — 1 am  by  no  means  faiisfied  with 
(be  regulation  that  1 have  ro.-de,  but  it  affoids  a glimmering  of 
fenfe.  Nearly  the  fame  expreflion  occurred  before: 

44  — — That  have  inflam'd  dejre  in  my  breafl  — 

I fufped,  tbe  words  tnflanu  too  nicely  were  wriiten  in  the  margia, 
the  author  not  haviug  determined  which  of  the  two  exprefliont  ia 
adopt)  and  that  by  miflake  they  were  tianfcnbed  as  a part  of  the 
text.  The  metre,  which  might  be  more  cemmodiouUy  regulated,. 
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Inflame  too  nicely  ; nor  let  pity,  which 
Even  women  have  caft  off,  melt  thee,  but  be 
A foldicr  to  thy  purpofe. 

Leon.  Plldo’t;  but  yet  flie  is  a goodly  crea- 
ture. 

Dion.  The  fitter  then  the  gods  fhould  have  her.* 
Here 

Weeping  flic  comes  for  her  old  nurfe’s  death,’ 
Thou  art  refolv’d? 

Leon.  I am  refolv’d. 


if  thefe  words  were  omitted,  in  fomc  meafuTe  fupporta  this  cob* 
jed ure  : 

41  Nor  let  pity,  which  cv'n  women  have  caft  off, 

44  Melt  thtc,  but  be  a folJier  to  thy  purpofe.”  Malone. 

Wc  might  read, 

inflame  thy  lo ring  bofom: 

With  Mr.  Malone's  alteration,  however,  the  words  will  hear  the 
following  fenfe  : — Let  not  conference,  which  in  ijfclf  is  of  a cold 
nature,  have  power  to  raife  the  flame  of  love  in  you,  raife  it  even 
to  folly. — A 'ictljy  in  ancient  language,  Ggnifies JoeliJhly.  JViaisy 

Perhaps,  indeed,  tbe  pjffage  oiiginally  flood  thus: 

Let  not  eonfci*ntty 

Which  it  hut  cold , inflame  love  in  thy  to/om; 

A for  led  that  pit)  women  have  caft  ojfy 
Melt  thee,  tut  he  a foldier  to  thj  purpofe. 
inflame  too  nicely — and  which  even,  are  the  words  I omit.  I add 
•nly  tbe  ptonoun  — Hat.  Steivens. 

*  hut  yet  f he  is  a goodly  creature. 

Dion.  1 he  filer  then  the  gods  Jhould  have  Arr.j  So,  in  King 
Richard  ills 

4*  O,  he  was  gentle,  mild,  and  virtuous. — 

“ Tbe  fitter  for  the  King  of  Hcavco.”  Steevens. 

*  H ere 

Weeping Jht  comes Jor  her  old  nurlx's  dealh.]  Old  copy: 
litre  Jht  comes  weeping  for  her  onely  miHrcffe  death. 

As  Marina  had  been  tiained  in  roufick,  letters,  8cc.  and  had 
gained  all  the  graces  of  education,  Lychoiida  could  not  have  been 
bet  only  miftrtjs.  I would  therefore  read, 

Here  comes  Jht  weeping  jor  her  old  Vurfe’s  dealh.  Percy. 

1 have  uo  doubt  but  we  fhould  adopt  the  ingenious  amendment 
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Enter  Marina,  with  a bajket  of flowers. 

Mar.  No,  no,  I will  rob  Tellns  of  her  weed* 
To  flrew  thy  green  with  flowers  : 3 the  yellows* 
blues, 


fuggfftcd  by  Percy,  with  this  difference  only,  the  leaving  out  the 
word  far,  which  it  unueccffuy,  and  hurts  the  metre.  I Would 
therefore  read. 

Here  fhe  tomes,  weeping  her  old  nurfe  s death.  VI.  Mason. 

I have  adopted  Dr.  Fcrcy's  amendment,  but  without  Mr.  M. 
M.i foil's  attempt  to  improve  it.  1 he  word  for  is  ncccllary  to  the 
meire,  as  above  in  the  preceding  line  was  a modern  interpolation. 

Stefvfns. 

I think  miflrefs  right.  Her  nurfe  was  in  one  fenfe  her  miflrefs; 
Marina,  from  her  infancy  to  the  age  of  fourteen,  having  been 
under  the  care  of  Lychorida. 

Her  only  ^or  her  old)  mijlrrfs  death,  (not  “ nifltrjfes  death,")  was 
the  language  of  Shakfpeare's  time.  So,  , in  The  Merchant  of  Venice  ; 
11  With  fweeteft  touches  pierce  your  miflrejt  ear*  Sic, 

Malone. 

3 No,  [no,]  I ti’ill  rob  Tellus  of  her  weed. 

To  Jtrrw  thy  green  with  flowers :]  Thus  the  quartos.  In  the 
folio  grave  was  fubftituted  for  green.  By  the  green,  as  Lord 
Charlemont  fuggeUs  to  me,  was  meant  44  the  green  turf  with 
which  the  grave  of  Lvchorida  was  covered."  So,  in  TaflVs 
Godfrey  of  Hullngne,  tranilated  by  Fairfax,  1600: 

44  My  afhes  cold  (hall,  buried  on  this  greent 
14  Enjoy  that  good  this  body  ne’er  pofTeft." 

]/Yeed  in  old  language  meant  garment.  Malonf. 

Before  we  determine  which  is  the  proper  reading,  let  us  refteS 
a moment  on  the  bufinefs  in  which  Marina  is  employed.  She  is 
about  to  flrew  the  grave  of  her  nurfe  LychoTida  with  Bowers,  and 
therefore  makes  her  entry  with  propriety,  faying. 

No,  no,  / will  rob  Tellus  kc. 

i.  e.  No,  no,  it  (hall  never  be  faid  that  I left  the  totsb  of  one  to 
whom  I owe  fo  much,  without  fomc  ornament.  Rather  than  it 
{ball  remain  undecorated,  I will  Hr  ip  the  earth  of  its  robe,  ic. 
The  piofe  romance,  already  quoted,  fays  41  that  always  as  (he 
came  homeward,  (he  went  and  wafhed  the  tombe  of  her  nouiyce, 
and  kept  it  contynually  fayre  rnd  cleoe." 

Though  I do  not  recollect  that  the  green  hillock  under  which  a 
perfou  is  buried,  it  any  where  called  (heir  green , my  refpeft  Sot 
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The  purple  violets,  and  marigolds. 

Shall,  as  a chaplet,  hang  upon  thy  grave, 

While  fummer  days  do  laft.4  Ah  me!  poor  maidy, 
Born  in  a tempeft,  when  my  mother  died, 

This  world  to  me  is  like  a lafting  florin, 

Whirring  me  from  my  friends.5 


Lord  Clmlcmont's  opinion  has  in  the  prefent  inftance  withheld  me 
from  deferting  the  rcoft  aecient  text,  however  dubious  its  authority. 

Steetfns. 

* Shall%  as  a chaplet,  [Old  copy — carpet']  hang  upon  thy  grave, 
"While  fummer  days  do  laft.]  So,  in  Cymbelwt: 

44  with  fairrfi  Jlotrtrs% 

41  While  J ummer  lajis.  and  I live  here,  Fidelc,  # 

44  I'll  fweeteo  thy  fad  grave.  Thou  (halt  not  lack 
44  The  flower  that’s  like  thy  face,  pale  primrole,  uoi 
44  The  azur’d  hare-bell,  like  thy  veins,  no  nor 
44  The  leaf  of  eglantine,  whom  not  to  Dander 
44  Out-fweeten'd  not  thy  breath.” 

Mr.  Steevens  would  read — Shall  as  a chaplet , See.  The  word 
long'  it  mull  be  owned,  favours  this  correction,  but  the  flowers 
flrew’d  on  the  grern-fward'  may  with  more  propriety  be  compared 
to  st  cirpet  than  a wreath.  MalonE. 

Malone  informs  us  that  all  the  former  copies  Tead,  as  a carpet' 
which  was  probably  the  right  leading:  nor  would  Steevens  have 
changed  it  for  chaplet  had  he  attended  to  the  begiuning  of  Marina* 
fpeech  ; 

44  I will  rob  Tellus  of  her  wred, 

41  To  Jlrexp  thy  grave  with  flowers;*’ 
which  correfponds  with  the  old  reading,  not  with  his  amendment. 

M.  Mason. 

1 

Perhaps  Mr.  M.  Mafoo’s  remark  alfo  might  have  been  fpared, 
had  he  confidered  that  no  one  ever  talked  of  hanging  carpets  out  in 
honour  of  the  dead.  Steevens. 

* Whirring  me  from  my  friends.  ] Thus  the  earlieft  copy;  I think 
rightly.  The  fccond  quarto,  and  all  the  fublequent  imprcflioDS, 
read — 

Hurrying  me  from  my  friends. 

Whirring  or  whirrying'  had  formerly  the  fame  meaning.  A bird 
that  flies  with  a quick  motion,  accompanied  with  noife,  is  fliU  faid 
to  whirr  away.  Thus,  Pope  : 

41  Now  from  the  brake  the  whirring  pheafant  fprings.” 

Vol.  XX.  L 
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Dion.  How  now,  Marina ! why  do  yon  keep 
alone? 6 

How  chance  my  daughter  is  not  with  you?  ’ Do 
not 

Confume  your  blood  with  forrowing  : 8 you  have 
A nurfe  of  roe.’  Lord ! how  your  favour’s  changed* 
With  this  unprofitable  woe!  Gome,  come; 

Give  me  your  wreath  of  flowers,  ere  the  fca  mar  it. 
Walk  forth  with  Leonine;  the  air  is  quick  there,3 


The  verb  to  whirry  it  ufed  in  the  ancient  ballad  entitled  Robin 
Goodftllow.  Rtliqvts  oj  Ancient  Engtijh  Poetry  y Vol.  II.  ao3  ; 

“ More  fwift  than  wind  away  I go, 

. “ O’er  hedge  and  lands, 

»*  Thro*  pools  and  ponds, 

“ I whirry , laughing  ho  ho  ho."  MALONE. 

The  two  laft  lines  uttered  by  Marina,  very  firongly  referable  a 
paflage  in  Homer’s  lliadt  Book  XIX.  1.  377  : 

Tuf  <T  * UK  lets  etS AAetl 

TIovtov  iv'  iyJhjQSVTet,  4»lAf2N  AI1ANET0L  «&EP0T21N. 

Stievens. 

• How  now,  Marina!  why  do  you  keep  alone  ? ] Thus  the  earlieft 
copy*  So,  in  Macbeth  : 

“ How  now,  my  lord!  why  do  you  keep  alone  ?** 

The  fecood  quarto  reads,— why  do  you  weep  alone? 

Malone. 

7 Ho:  v chance  my  daughter  is  not  with  you?  J So,  in  King  Henry  Vf . 
Part  II : 

“ How  chance  thou  art  not  with  the  prince,  thy  brother?" 

Malone. 

9 Confume  your  blood  with  forrowing : ] So,  in  King  Henry  IV. 

Fait  II:  44  blood-confummg  fght."  Sec  alfo  note  on  Hamlet, 

Ad  IV.  fc.vii.  Malone. 

• — — jau  have 

A nurfe  of  me.]  Thus  the  quarto,  1619.  The  firft  copy  reads  3 
•‘Have  you  a nurfe  of  me  ?"  The  poet  probably  wrote: 

«*.■  Have  you  not 
A nurfe  of  me?  Malone. 

* —year  favour’s  chang  d — ] i.  e.  countenance,  look.  So, 

in  Macbeth:  9 

“ To  alter  favour  ever  is  to  fear."  SteeVens. 

* — — ere  the  fta  mar  it , 

HiU  Jorii  wili  Leonine  i the  air  is  quid  there, ] Some  words 
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Piercing,  and  fliarpens  well  the  flomach.  Come;4-— 
Leonine,  take  her  by  the  arm,  walk  with  her. 

Mar:  No,  1 pray  you  ; 

I'll  not  bereave  you  of  your  fervant. 

Dion.  Come,  come; 

I love  the  king  your  father,  and  yourfelf, 

With  more  than  foreign  heart.5  We  every  day 
Expert  him  here  : when  he  fhall  come,  and  find 
Our  paragon  to  all  reports,6  thus  blafted, 

He  will  repent  the  bieadth  of  his  great  voyage  ; 
Blame  both  my  lord  and  me,  that  we  have  ta’cn 
No  care  to  your  bed  courfes/  Go,  1 pray  you. 


tnuft,  I think,  have  been  omitted.  Probably  the  author  wrote 
— — - nt  Ike  fta  mar  it% 

Walk  on  the  (bore  with  Leonine,  lie  air 
Is  quick  I here.  M ALONE. 

ere  tie  Jr  a mar  */,  8cc.]  1.  e.  ere  the  fea  mar  your  walk 

upon  the  fhorc  by  the  coming  in  of  the  tide,  walk  there  with 
Leonine.  We  fee  plait. ly  by  the  circutnflaocc  of  the  pirates,  that 
Marina,  when  feized  upon,  wai  walking  qn  the  fea-lhore;  and 
Shakfpeare  was  not  likely  to  refled  that  there  is  little  or  no  tide  in 
the  Mediterranean.  Charlemont.  , 

The  words — wreath  oj — were  formerly  inferted  in  the  text  by 
Mr.  Malone.  Though  he  has  fince  difearded,  1 have  ventured  to 
retain  them.  Steevens. 

4 Firrcine,  and  fliarpens  well  tie  flomach.  ] Comes  Here  the  nld 
copy  furnifhe*  the  following  liue,  which  tbofe  who  thiok  it  veife* 
may  replace,  in  the  room  of  that  fupplietl  by  the  prefent  text  i— • 
And  il  pierces  and  fliarpens  tie  Jlemaci.  Come — . 

Striven!* 

* With  more  than  foreign  heart.']  With  the  fame  warmth  of  af« 
fefiion  as  if  I was  his  countrywoman.  Malone. 

6 Our  paragon  to  alt  reports>[  Our  fair  charge,  wbofe  beauty  was 
once  equal  to  all  that  fame  fa  id  of  il.  So,  in  Olhellt  i 
**  — — He  hath  achiev'd  a maid, 

» Thai  paragons  dejerif  lion  and  wild  Jams."  Maiomk. 

1 that  we  have  ta'en 

Ao  tare  to  your  lejl  tourjes .]  Either  we  I'  ouM  reed  — ••  of  yont 

L 2 
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Walk,  and  be  cheerful  once  again  ; referve 
That  excellent  complexion,  which  did  fteal 
The  eyes  of  young  and  old.8  Care  not  for  me  ; 

I can  go  home  alone. 

Mar.  Well,  I will  go: 

But  yet  I have  no  defire  to  it.' 

Dion.  Come,  come,  1 know  his  good  for  you. 
Walk  half  an  hour,  Leonine,  at  the  leaft ; 
Remember  what  1 have  faid. 

Leon.  I warrant  yon,  madam. 

Dion.  I’ll  leave  yon,  my  fweet  lady,  fer  a while; 
Pray  you  walk  foftly,  do  not  heat  your  blood: 
What ! , 1 mull  have  a care  of  you. 

Mar.  Thanks,  fweet  madam. — 

[Exit  Dionyza. 

Is  this  Wind  wefterly  that  blows? 

Leon.  South-weft. 

Mar.  When  I was  born,  the  wind  was  north. 


left  courfei,"  or  the  word  to  has  ia  this  place  tiie  force  that  of 
would  hare.  M.  Mason. 

The  plain  meaning  is — that  we  hare  paid  no  attention  to  what 
was  bed  for  yon.  SrstvcNS. 

j referve 

That  eacellent  complexion,  which  di-fflcal 

Tkt  eyes  of  young  and  c/d.  ] So,  in  Shakfpeare'i  20th  Sonnet  a 
•*  A man  in  Attr  all  hues  in  his  controlling, 

»»  Which  Jteals  men's  eyes%  and  women's  fouls  amazetb." 
Again,  in  his  Liver's  Complaint  : 

« Thus  did  he  in  the  general  bofom  reign 
•*  Of  young  and  old." 

To  uftrvt  is  here,  to  guard ; to  prtfervi  carefully.  So,  iaf 
Sbakfpeare's  3ad  Sonnet : 

Referve  them,  for  my  love,  not  for  their  rhymes.** 

Malonbj 

i Wilt , / will  go; 

Mut  )tt  / have  no  defre  to  it.  ] So,  in  The  Merchant  of  VeniiOj 
“ I have  no  mind  of  feafting  forth  to  night, 

£ But  i will  go.*;  Smyths. 
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Leon.  Was’tfo? 

Mar.  My  father,  as  nurfe  faid,  did  never  fear, 
Butcry’d,  good,  feamin,  to  the  failors,  galling 
His  kingly  hands  with  hauling  of  the  ropes  ; ' 

And,  clafping  to  the  uiaft,  endur’d  a fea 
Thatahnoft  burft  the  deck/ * and  from  the  ladder- 
tackle 

VV  a fil’d  off  a canvas-climber : 1 Ha!  fays  one, 


a kingly  hands  with  hauling  of  Hi  topis  ; 1 For  the  infertio* 
of  the  WOIOJ  uilh  and  a/  I am  alterable.  VULOtta. 

So,  to  Sidney’s  Arcadia,  Boot  II  : “ the  princes  did  in 

ll.c’ir  countenances  acctifc  no  point  of  fearc,  but  encouraging  tho 

failors  to  Joe  what  might  be  done  ( putting  their  hinds  to  every 
moll  paioeful  oiiicc ) taught  them  to  ptomife  tbeiulelves  the  bcR,”  kc. 
r STEIVtNS. 

9 That  altno/l  built  (At  drci.l  Burjl  is  frequently  ufed  by  our 
author  in  an  active  fctife.  Sec  Vol.  XIII,  p.  MI,  °* 

Malonc. 


* - from  Iht  ladJir-lackh  . _ 

| rff  it  eanvas-cliaibcr  : } A (hip-boy.  So,  in  A.  rJtm)  r i 
»*  . - and  in  them  behold 

“ Upon  the  hsmpin-tackls  (hip-boys  climbing." 

I fufp«a  ibat  a line  preceding  thefe  two,  has  been  loft,  wbic» 
perhaps  might  have  been  of  this  import : 

O’er  the  good  (hip  the  foaming  billow  breaks, 

And  from  the  latidtr-lackU  S:c.  Malone. 

A canvas- climber  is  one  wbo  climbs  tit.  mift,  to  fail,  or  unfurl, 
the  canvas  or  fails.  Steevens. 

Malone  fufpeas  that  fome  line  preccdiog  thefe  has  been  loft,  but 
,hat  I believe  it  not  the  cafe,  tbit  being  merely  a continnation  ot 
Marina's  dcl’cripiion  of  the  ftorin  wbicli  was  interrupt*  y 
Leonine’s  alking  her,  UArn  we.  that  » and  by  her  anfwer.  Wit. 

aa’  iam,  nivtr  mm  mavis  nor  wind  man  vialtnl. 

Put  ibis  queftion  and  tbe  anfwer  io  a p.teulhelii,  and  me 
defciiption  goes  on  without  di’ficulty  t 

i* endur’d  a fea 

• i That almoft  burft  the  deck, 

Aud  from  the  ladder- tackle  wafhes  off”  &c. 

M.  MASON. 

In  confequeote  of  Mr.  M.  Mafoo’s  rematk,  I have  regulated 
the  teat  anew,  and  with  only  the  change  of  a fingle  tenfe,  (t vajl,  4 

l i 
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Wilt  out?  and,  with  a dropping  induflry. 

They  Ikip  from  ftcm  to  (leru:3  the  boatfvvain 
whittles, 

The  mafter  calls,  and  trebles  their  confulion.* 
Leon.  And  when  was  this? 

Mar.  It  was  when  I was  born: 

Never  was  waves  nor  wind  more  violent. 

Leon.  Come,  fay  your  prayers  fpeedily. 

Mar.  What  mean  you? 

Leon.  If  yon  require  a little  fpace  for  prayer, 

I grant  it:  Pray;  but  be  not  tedious, 

For  the  gods  are  quick  of  ear,  and  I am  fworu 
To  do  my  work  with  hade. 

Mar.  Why,  will  you  kill  me?  * 


for  wafhts% ) and  the  omiffion  of  the  ufelefs  copulative  and.  The 
queiiion  of  Leonine,  and  the  reply  of  Marina,  which  were  in* 
troduced  after  the  word*, 

“ Thai  almoft  burft  the  deck,*' 

me  juft  at  proper  in  their  prefent  at  in  their  former  Gtuation  ; but 
do  not,  at  now  arranged,  interrupt  the  narrative  of  Mariua. 

Steeveni. 

5 — — from  ftcm  to  Jinn:  ] The  oh!  copies  read — From  fiim  to 
f, trn.  But  we  certainly  ought  to  read  — From  Jltm  to  ttern.  So, 
Drydcn  : 

44  Orontet'  barque,  even  in  the  hero's  view, 

14  From  fiim  to  Jiern  by  waves  was  overborne." 

A hafty  transcriber,  or  negligent  compofitor,  might  eafily  have 
miftaken  the  letter  m and  put  re,  in  its  place.  Malone. 

^ — — and  trellis  their  conjufion.  ] So,  ia  King  Henry  V: 

44  Hear  the  Ihrill  whijlle,  which  doth  order  give 
44  To  founds  confess'd."  Malone, 

* Leon  Come,  Jay  your  prayers . 

Mar.  What  mean  yon  ? 

Leon.  If  you  require  a tittle  Jpoct  for  prayer , 

/ grant  it  ‘ Pray;  but  br  not  tedious.  <1 rc. 

Mar.  Why.  will  you  kill  me*  J So,  in  Othello  f 

44  Oth.  Have  you  pray'd  to  night,  Dcfdcmon* ?— ♦ 

44  If  you  bethink  yourfclf  of  tny  crime 
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Leon.  To  fatisfy  ray  lady. 

Mar.  Why  would  flic  have  me  kill’d? 

Now,  as  I can  remember  by  my  troth, 

1 never  did  her  hurt  in  all  my  life  ; . 

1 never  fpake  bad  word,  nor  did  ill  turn 
To  any  living  creature,  believe  me,  la, 

I never  kill’d  a moufe  : nor  hurt  a fly : 

I trod  upon  a worm  againfl  my  will, 

But  I wept  for  it.6  How  have  I offended, 

Wherein  my  death  might  yield  her  profit,  or 
My  life  imply  her  danger? 

Leon.  My  commiflion 

Is  not  to  reafon  of  the  deed,  but  do  it. 

Mar.  You  will  not  do’t  for  all  the  world,  I 
hope. 

You  are  well-favour’d  and  your  looks  forefhow 

44  Unrecotscil'd  as  yet  to  heaven  and  grace, 

44  Solicit  for  it  ftraight. 

44  Dtf.  AUs,  rpy  lord,  what  do  you  mean  by  that? 

44  0/4.  Well,  doit,  andbebiicf, — — 

4i  Dtf.  Talk,  you  of  killing,"  8cc.  Steevens. 

This  circumftance  is  likcwife  found  io  the  GrJIa  Romano r*»: 
44  Peto  domiuc,  fays  Tharfia,  ( the  Marina  of  this  play  ) ut  G nulla 
fpcs  eft  mihi,  pe*mitias  me  deum  tcftarc.  Villicus  ait,  1 teftate  ; 
Sc  Detis  ipfe  feit  .-quod  coadus  te  iuterRcio."  ilia  veto  cum  eflet 
poiita  io  oratione,  venerum  pyratae,"  &c.  Malone. 

Thus,  in  Twine’s  transition:  44  I pray  thee,  fioce  there  is  no 
hope  for  me  to  efcape  my  life,  give  me  licence  to  fay  my  prayers 
before  1 die.  1 give  thee  licenfe,  faide  the  villaine.  And  I take 
Go d to  record,  that  I am  conftraioed  to  murthcr  thee  agaiuft  aiy 
will."  Steevens. 

v I trod  upon  a worm  a&ainfl  my  will. 

But  l u/tfii for  it.  j Fenton  has  tranfplanted  this  image  into  hi* 
12  ariamne;  • 

»*  . when  I was  a child, 

“ I kill'd  a linnet,  but  iodeed  .1  wept;  - 
44  Heaven  vifcts  not  for  that’’  Steevens. 

L 4 
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You  have  a gentle  heart.  I faw  you  lately. 

When  you  caught  hurt  in  parting  two  that  fought  : 
Good  footh,  it  fhow’d  well  in  you;  do  fo  now  : 
Your  lady  feeks  my  life  ; come  you  between, 

And  lave  poor  me,  the  weaker. 

Leon.  I am  fworn> 

And  will  defpatch. 


Enter  Pirates,  whiljl  Marina  is Jlruggling. 

i.  Pirate.  Hold,  villain  ! [ Leonine  rum 
a.  Pirate.  A prize!  a prize! 

3.  Pirate.  Half-part,  mates  , half-part.  Corne, 
let’s  have  her  aboard  fuddenly. 

[Exeunt  Pirates  with  Marina. 


SCENE  II. 

The  fame. 

Re-enter  Leonine. 

Leon.  Thcfe  roving  thieves  ferve  the  great  pirate 
Valdes;’ 

And  they  have  feiz’d  Marina.  Let  her  go : 

* L'onme  ran,  am.y.  ] So,  in  Twine',  traollalion  : *<  When  the 
V.lhm  heard  that,  he  rat,  away  a,  faR  a,  he  could.-Then  came 

rae‘a  ed.,"rCU,d.T,b"lia’  lod  “rri,d  her  to  .heir  Ihip,, 

and  lioifed  fii.ei,  and  departed. *’  Stiivins, 

1 ,ovi,,8  liitvis  Jitvt  Hi  gn.i  fi,./,  ValdeijI  r old 

copy  itfaug.  J The  Spaoifh  armada,  I believe,  furr.ilhcd  our 
author  w.tl.  tlw.  name.  Don  Pedro  de  V.ti.i  wa,  an  admiral  ia 
tlia.  Reet.  iod  had  the  command  of  the  great  galleon  ofAndalufia. 
Hil  fli.p  being  dafabled,  ha  was  taken  by  S,r  franeit  Drake,  on 
the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  ,588,  aud  feot  to  Dartmouth.  Thi. 
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There’s  no  hope  /lie’ll  return.  I’ll  fwear  (lie's  dead. 
And  thrown  into  the  fea. — But  I’ll  fee  further; 
Perhaps  they  will  but  pleafe  tucmfelvcs  upon  her. 
Not  carry  her  aboard.  If  flic  remain. 

Whom  they  have  ravifh’d,  mud  by  me  be  flain. 

[ Exit. 


SCENE  III. 

Mitylenc.  A Room  in  a Brothel. 

Enter  Pander,  Bawd,  and  Boult- 

Pand.  Boult. 

Boult.  Sir. 

Pand.  Search  the  market  narrowly;  Mitylene  is 
full  of  gallants.  W'e  loft  too  much  money  this 
mart,  by  being  too  wenchlefs. 

Bawd.  We  were  never  lo  much  out  of  creatures. 
We  have  but  poor  three,  and  they  can  do  no  mote 
than  they  can  do;  and  with  continual  adliou  4 are 
even  as  good  as  rotten.- 

I 

play  therefore,  we  may  conclude,  was  not  written  tall  afer  that 
period. — The  making  one  of  this  Spaniard’s  aoccftors  a pirate, 
was  probably  relilhcd  by  the  audience  m thofc  days.  Malom. 

In  Robert  Greene's  Spanijh  Mofyutrada,  1589,  the  curious  reader 
may  find  a very  particular  accouut  of  this  Valdtt,  who  was  com* 
roauder  of  the  Auilalufian  troops,  and  tbtu  prifouer  iu  England. 

Sr  CEVIN5. 

We  Qiould  probably  read — Tlicfe  roving  thieves — The  idea  of 
roguery  is  neccflarily  implied  in  tbe  woid  tinvts.  M.  Mason. 

1 and  milk  continual  atlicn — J Old  copies — and  they 

with  &c.  The  word  they  was  evidently  repealed  by  tbe  carc'.cflucfe 
•f  the  compoEitr.  Maeomi. 
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Pand.  Therefore  let’s  have  frefii  ones,  vvhate'er 
\vc  pay  for  them.  If  there  be  not  a confcience  to 
be  us’d  in  every  trade,  we  (hall  never  profpcr.9 

Bawd.  Thou  fay’d  true ; ’tis  not  the  bringing 
up  of  poor  badards,**as  I think,  I have  brought  up 
fome  eleven 

Boult.  Ay,  to  eleven,  and  brought  them  down 
again.3  But  (lull  I fearch  the  market? 

Bawd.  What  elfe,  man  ? The  duff  we  have,  a 
ftrong  wind  will  blow  it  to  pieces,  they  are  fo  piti- 
fully fodden. 

Pand.  Thou  fay’d  true;  they’re  too  unwhole- 
fome  o’confcience.4  The  poor  Tranfilvanian  is 
dead,  that  lay  with  the  little  baggage. 


9 Therefore  let's  have  frtfh  ones , whale' er  we  pay  for  them.  If 
Here  be  not  a confcience  to  be  us'd  in  every  trade , we  Jhall  never 
profpsr.]  The  fentiments  incident  to  vicious  profeffioni  fulfer  little 
change  wilhia  a ccnluiy  ami  a half. — This  fpecch  is  much  the  Came 
as  that  of  Mother  Cole , io  The  Minor:  41  'lip  him  an  old  trader! 
Mercy  on  us,  where  do  you  exped  to  go  when  you  die,  Mr. 
Loader?*’  Stifvfns. 

* Thou  fay'Jl  true  : ' lis  not  the  bringing  up  of  poor  baflards ,]  There 
fee  ms  to  be  fotneibing  wanting.  Perhaps — that  will  do—  ni  fome 
fuch  words.  The  author,  however,  might  have  intended  an  un* 
perfed  feotence.  Malone. 

* Ay,  to  rleoen,  and  brought  them  down  «£*/».]  I have  brought 
UP  (i-  e.  educated)  fays  the  Bawd,  fome  eleven.  Yes,  (anfwers  Boult] 
to  eleven,  (i.  e.  as  far  as  eleven  years  of  age}  and  then  brought  them 
down  again.  The  latter  claufe  of  the  fentcuce  requires  no  explana- 
tion. Steeveks. 

The  modern  copies  read,  I too  eleven.  The  true  reading, 
which  is  found  in  the  quarto,  1609,  was  pointed  outby  Mr.  Stecvcns. 

Malone. 

4 Thou  fay'Jl  irue;  they’re  too  untvholefotne  o'  confcience.]  The 
old  copies  read  — there's  two  unwholefome  o*  confcience.  The 
preceding  dialogue  (hows  that  they  are  erroneous.  The  complaint 
had  not  been  made  of  twoy  but  of  all  the  fluff  they  had.  According 
to  the  prefent  regulation,  the  paodar  merely  aiTents  to  what  his  wife 
had  fai  1.  The  words  two  and  too  ajc  perpetually  confounded  in 
the  old  copies.  Malone. 
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Boult.  Ay,  (lie  quickly  poop’d  him;5  fhe  made 
him  roaft-meat  for  worms: — but  I’ll  go  fearch  the 
market.  . [Ex»7  Boult. 

Pa\d.  Three  or  four  thoufand  chequins  were 
as  pretty  a proportion  to  live  quietly,  and  fo  give 
over. 

Bawd.  Why,  to  give  over,  I pray  you?  is  it  a 
fliame  to  get  when  we  are  old? 

PanD.  O,  our  credit  comes  not  iu  like  the  com- 
modity ; nor  the  commodity  wages  not  with  the 
danger  :b  therefore,  if  in  our  youths  we  could  pick 
up  fome  pretty  cflate,  ’twere  not  arnils  to  keep  our 
door  hatch’d.7  Befides,  the  fore  terms  we  Band 


* Ay,  Jhi  quickly  poop'd  kirn ;]  The  following  paiTage  in  fkt 
Devil's  darter,  a tragedy,  1607,  will  fufHciently  explain  this 
Angular  term  : 

“ foul  Amazonian  trulls, 

**  Wbofe  lanterns  are  (till  lighted  in  their  poops."  • 

Malone. 

The  fame  phrafe  (whatever  be  its  meaning)  occurs  in  Have  uitk 
you  to  Saffron  Walden,  or  Gabriel  Harvey’s  Hunt  it  up,  Ifc.  1S96: 
" But  we  (hall  1'envoy  him,  and  tTurope  and  poope  him  well 
enough — Stp.evens. 

* - ■ — lie  commodity  wages  not  with  Ike  danger?]  i.  e.  is  not 
equal  to  it.  Several  examples  of  this  expreffiou  are  given  iu  former 
notes  on  our  author.  So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  s 

“ his  taints  and  honours 

“ Wag'd  equal  with  him.’*  Stf.eveijs. 

Again,  moie  appofitely,  in  Othello: 

“ To  wake  and  wage  a danger  profitlefs.”  MALONE. 

* ■ i»  to  keep  our  door  hatch'd.]  The  doors  or  hatches  of  brothels, 
in  the  time  of  our  author,  feero  to  have  had  fome  diflinpuilhiog 
mark.  So,  in  Cupid’s  Whirligig , 1607!  “ Set  fome  picks  upon  your 
hatch,  and,  I pray,  profefs  to  keep  a bauulj-houfc.’* 

Prefixed  to  an  old  pamphlet  entitled  Holland's  Leaguer , 4to  i63f, 
is  a reprefentalion  of  a celebrated  brothel  no  the  Bank-fidc  near  the 
Globe  playhoufc,  front  which  ibe  annexed  cut  has  been  made.  We 
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upon  with  the  gods,  will  be  flrong  with  us  fot 
giving  over* 

have  here  the  hatch  exaflly  delineated.  The  man  with  the  pole-as 
was  called  the  Ruffian.  Malone. 


The  precept  ftom  Cupid’s  Whirligigs  and  the  paffage  in  Pericles 
to  which  it  refets,  were  originally  applied  by  me  to  the  illuflratioa 
of  the  term  Picl»ha!ch  in  T he  Merry  Wives  »j  Wind/or . See  Vol.  V. 
P-  77.  «.  3. 

A hatch  it  a half-door,  ufually  placed  within  a ftreet-door, 
admitiiug  people  into  the  entry  of  a houfe,  but  preventing  their 
ncccfs  to  iu  lower  apartments,  or  its  itair-cafe.  Thus,  fays  the 
Syractifan  Drormo  in  The  Comedy  oj  Errors , to  the  Drotnio  of 
Ephefus : 

“ Either  get  thee  from  the  door,  or  fit  down  at  the  hatch.'* 


Di 


^ by  Goode 


PRINCE  OF  TYRE.  i5? 
Bawd.  Come,  other  forts  ofiicnd  as  well  as  we.* 


“When  the  top  of  a hatch  was  guarded  by  a row  of  pointed  jron 
Ipikes,  no  perfon  could  reach  over,  and  undo  in  fattening,  which 
was  always  within. Gde,  aud  near  its  bottom. 

This  domettick  portcullis  perhaps  was  neceflary  to  our  ancient 
brothels.  Secured  within  fuch  a barrier,  Mrs.  Overdone  could 
parley  with  her  cuftomcrs;  refufe  admittance  to  the  fhabby  vifitor, 
bargain  with  the  rich  gallant,  defy  the  beadle,  or  keep  tue  conttable 
at  bay. 

From  having  been  therefore  her  Qfual  defence,  the  latch  at  !aft 
became  an  unequivocal  denotement  of  her  trade  ; for  though  the 
hatch  with  a Jlat  top  was  a coottant  attendant  oa  butteries  in  great 
families,  colleges,  lie.  the  hatch  with  /pika  on  it  was  peculiar  to 
our  early  houfes  of  amorous  entertainment.—  Nay,  *s  I am  a Cured 
by  Mr.  Walfh,  (a  native  of  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  compoGtors 
engaged  on  the  prefent  edition  of  Shakfpeare,)  the  entries  to  the 
Royal,  Halifax,  asd  Dublin  bagnios  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  Hill 
derive  convenience  or  fecurity  from  hatchn , the  /pika  of  which  are 
unfurcaountablc. 

This  long  explanation  (to  many  readers  unnecefTary]  is  imputable 
to  the  preceding  wooden  cut,  from  the  repetition  of  which  I might 
have  excufed  myfclf.  As  it  is  poflibie,  however,  that  1 may  hand 
in  the  predicament  of  poor  Sancho,  who  could  not  difeern  the 
enchanted  cafUcs  that  were  fo  didindly  viliblc  to  his  matter's 
opticks,  I have  left  our  pidure  of  an  ancient  brothel,  where  l 
found  it.  It  certainly  exhibits  a houfe,  a lofty  door,  a wicket  with 
a grate  in  it,  a row  of  garden-rails,  and  a drawbridge.  As  for 
hatch — let  my  readers  try  if  they  can  find  one. 

I mutt  fuppofe,  that  my  ingenious  fellow-labourer,  on  future 
conGderation,  will  ciafs  bis  hatch  with  the  air-drawn  dagger^ 
and  join  with  me  iu  Macbeth's  exclamation — “ There's  no  fuch 
thing."  # 

Let  rae  add,  that  if  the  Ruffian  (as  here  reprefented)  was  an 
ottcnfible  appendage  to  brothels,  they  rau  ft  have  been  regulated  on 
very  uncommon  piinciplcs  ; for  inftead  of  holding  out  allurements, 
they  mu  ft  have  exhibited  terrors.  Surely,  the  Ruffian,  could  never 
have  appeared  niji  dignus  vindict  nodui  inciderat , till  his  prefence  be- 
came oecefTary  to  extort  the  wages  of  profiitution,  or  fecurc  fome 
Other  advantage  to  his  employer. 

The  reprefeotation  prefixed  to  Hollands  Leaguer,  has,  therefore, 
in  my  opinion,  no  more  authenticity  to  boaft  of,  than  the  con- 
temporary  wooden  cult  iiluftrative  of  the  Siege  of  Troj , 

Stssysmi. 
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Pand.  As  well  as  we!  ay,  and  better  too;  we 
offend  vvbrfe.  Neither  is  our  profeflion  any  trade; 
it’s  no  calling: — but  here  comes  Boult. 


Enter  the  Pirates,  and  Boult  dragging  in  Marina, 

Boult.  Come  your  ways.  [ To  Marina.  ]— My 
mailers, 'you  lay  flic’s  a virgin? 

i.  Pirate.  O fir,  we  doubt  it  not. 

Boult.  Mailer,  I have  gone  thorough  ,J  for  this 
piece,  you  fee:  if  yon  like  her,  fo;  if  not,  I have 
loll  my  earneft. 

Bawd.  Boult,  has  fhe  any  qualities  ? 

Boult.  She  has  a good  face,  fpeaks  well,  and 
has  excellent  good  clothes;  there’s  no  further  ne- 
ceflity  of  qualities  can  make  her  be  refufed. 

Bawd.  What’s  her  price,  Boult? 

Boult.  I cannot  be  bated  one  doit  of  a thou- 
fand  pieces.1 

Pand.  Well,  follow  me,  my  mailers;  you  (hall 
have  your  money  prefently.  Wife,  take  her  iu ; in- 

* Cone*  other  forts  offend  a i veil  as  we.  ] From  her  hufbind*# 
anfwer,  I fufped  the  poet  wrote  —Other  trades , See.  Malone. 

Malone  fufpe&j ^tliat  we  (hould  read — other  trades , but  that  is 
unneccfTary ; the  word  Jorts  has  the  fame  fenfe,  and  means  pro~ 
ftjjions  or  conditions  of  life.  So,  Macbeth  fays, 

“ 1 have  won 

“ Golden  opinion  of  all  forts  of  people.**  M.  Mason. 

9 — — I have  gone  thorough — ] i.  e.  1 have  bid  a high  price  for 
her,  gone  far  in  my  attempt  to  purchafe  her.  Steevens. 

* I cannot  be  bated  one  doit  of  a thoujand  pieces.  ] This  fpee cb 
fhould  feem  to  fuit  the  Pirate.  However,  it  miv  belong  to  Boult 

I cannot  get  them  to  bat*  me  one  doit  of  a tboufaod  pieces. 

Malonc. 
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ftrufl  her  what  lhe  has  to  do,  that  fhe  may  not  be 
raw  in  her  entertainment.3 

[Exeunt  Pander  and  Pirates. 
Bawd.  Bonlt,  take  you  the  marks  of  her;  the 
colour  of  her  hair,  complexion,  height,  age,4  with 
warrant  of  her  virginity ; and  cry,  He  that  wi  l gXve 
mojl,  JhalL  have  herjirjl ,5  Such  a maidenhead  were 
no  cheap  thing,  if  men  were  as  they  have  been. 
Get  this  done  as  1 command  yon.  " 

Boult.  Performance  ihall  follow.  [Exit  Boult. 
Mar.  Ala.k,  that  Leonine  was  fo  Hack,  fo  flow  ! 
(He  lliould  have  llruck,  not  fpoke ;)  or  that  thefe 
pirates, 

(Not  cnougn  barbarous,)  had  not  overboard 
Thrown  me,  to  feek  my  mother! 6 


’ 11,1,1  mV  »#<  raw  »'»  ktr  nhrtainmnt.  ] Unripe 

nnfltilful.  So,  in  Hamlit:  ••  and  yet  but  rua  neither,  in  refpett 

of  iiis  quick  fail.”  • r 

4 ag‘<  I So,  the  quarto,  1619.  The  firR  copy  bai—ito’  age. 

, . „ . , Maloni. 

— and  cry,  He  that  will  give  mod,  (hall  hare  her  firfl.  1 

The  prices  of  itrft  and  fccondary  proftitulion  are  cxadly  fettled  m 
the  old  profe  romance  already  quoted ; “ Go  thou  and  make* 

cryc  through  the  cyte  that  of  all  men  that  (hall  enbabyte  with  her 
carnally,  the  fyrH  (hall  gyve  me  a pounde  of  golde,  and  after  that 
ec'ionc  a penny  of  gold*  " Steevens. 

* or  that  tktfe  pirates 

( Not  enough  barbarous ,)  hai  not  over-board 
Thrown  me,  to  Jet k my  mother /*]  Old  copy: 

[Not  rnnngk  ba'iarou  I kaj  not  tirboaid  liman  1* t. 

For  to  feek  8cc.  Steevens. 

I fufped  the  Iccond  ml  was  inadvertently  repeated  hr  the  com. 
pornot.  Manna,  I think,  means  to  fay,  Alas,  how  unlucky  it  was. 
that  Leonine  was  fn  (Jack  i„  hi,  otftee  ; or,  he  having  omitted  to 
kill  me,  low  Jv.lunal,  wo.U  i,  l.vl  if  „,ore  irsu, 

ku  thrown  me  into  the  fea  to  feek  tny  mother.  Maionk. 

We  (hould  recur  to  the  old  copies,  and  read, 

'*  No‘  rnougti  barbarous,  had  net  overboard  " jtc 
wh^ch  is  clearly  ,igl.u_for  Ma,i„a  i,  uut  expufl.ug  what  (he 
wiused  that  Leonine  and  the  firatc.  had  done,  but  repining  at 
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Bawd.  Why  lament  you,  pretty  one? 

Mar.  That  I am  pretty. 

Bawd. Come, the  gods  have  done  their  part  in  you. 

Mar.  I accufe  them  not. 

Bawd.  You  are  lit  into  my  hands,  where  you 
arc  like  to  live.6 

Mar.  The  more  my  fault, 

To  ’fcape  his  bands,  where  T was  like  to  die. 

Bawd.  Ay,  and  you  lliall  live  in  pleature. 

Mar.  No. 

Bawd.  Yes,  indeed,  fliall  you,  and  tafle  gentle- 
men of  all  fafhions.  You  fliall  fare  well ; you  (hall 
have  the  difference  of  all  complexions.  What!  do 
you  hop  your  cars  ? 

Mar.  Are  you  a woman  ? 

Bawd.  What  would  you  have  me  be,  an  I be 
not  a woman  ? 

Mar.  An  honed  woman,  or  not  a woman. 

Bawd.  Marry,  whip  thee,  golling:  I think  I 
fliall  have  fomething  to  do  with  von.  Come,  you 
, are  a young  foolifh  fapling,  and  mud  be  bowed  as 
I would  have  you. 

t 

what  they  had  omitted  to  do.  She  laments  that  Leonine  had  not 
(truck,  inftead  of  (peaking,  and  that  the  Pirates  bad  not  thrown  her 
overboard.  M.  Mason. 

The  original  reading  may  band,  though  with  fomc  harfhnefs  of 
eonftrudion.  Alas,  how  unfortunate  it  was,  that  Leonine  was  fo 
merciful  to  me,  or  that  thefc  pirates  had  not  thrown  me  into  the  lea 
to  feck  my  mother. 

If  the  fccond  not  was  intended  by  the  author,  he  (hould  rather 
have  written — did  not  o’er-board  throw  me,  &:c.  Malone. 

6 You  arc  lit  into  my  hands , where  you  are  like  to  live.  J So,  ia 
Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

“ Be  of  good  cheer  ; 

(i  You  have  fallen  iato  a princely  band  ■,  fear  nothing.” 

Maloni, 
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Mar.  The  gods  defend  me  ! 

Bawd.  If  it  pleafe  the  gods  to  defend  yon  by 
men,  then  men  muft  comfort  you,  men  muft  feed 
you,  men  muft  ftir  you  up. Boult's  return'd. 

Enter  Boult. 

Now,  fir,  baft  tbou  cry’d  her  through  the  mar- 
ket ? 

JBoult.  I have  cry’d  her  a’rnoft  to  the  number 
of  her  hairs ; 1 have  drawn  her  pidturc  with  my 
voice.7 

Bawd.  And  I pr’ythee  tell  me,  how  doll  thou 
find  the  inclination  of  the  people,  efpccially  of  the 
younger  fort? 

Boult.  ’Faith,  they  lifien’d  to  me,  as  they  would 
have  hearken’d  to  their  father’s  tellament  1 here 
was  a Spaniard’s  mouth  fo  water’d,  that  he  went*  to 
bed  to  her  very  delcription. 

Bawd.  We  lhall  have  hitn  here  to-morrow  with 
his  Left  ruff  ou. 


7 Hot v,Jir,  kajl  thou  crj'd  her  through  tie  market  1 

J have  drawn  4 tr  picture  with  in)  voice,  ] So,  io  1 ht 

Wife  for  a Month,  Evanihc  fays, 

“ I’d  rather  thou  had' it  deliver’d  me  to  pirates, 

“ Betray'd  me  to  uncurable  difeafes, 

“ Hong  up  her  picture  iu  a niaiket-placc,  } 

“ And  fold  her  to  vile  bawds!” 

And  wc  are  told  in  a note  on  ibis  paflage,  that  it  was  formerly 
tlic  cullom  at  Naples  to  hang  up  the  pidutes  of  celebiatcd  cour- 
tezans io  the  publick  parts  of  the  town,  to  fc»ve  as  directions 
where  they  lived.  Had  uot  Fletcher  the  ftory  of  Marina  in  his  mind, 
when  he  wrote  the  .VJfcvc  lines?  M.  Mason. 

The  Wife  jor  m Month  was  one  of  Fletcher's  latefl  plays.  It  was 
Exhibited  in  May,  1624.  Malone.  , 

• a Spaniards  mouth  fo  water'd,  that  ki  went  See.  ]-  Thus’ 

the  quarto,  1619.  The  hilt  copy  leads,  —a  Spaniard' / mouth  water'd, 
stud  he  went  Ike.  MiXONE. 

Vol.  XX.  M 
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Boult.  To  night,  to-night.  But,  miflrefs,  do 
you  know  the  trench  knight  that  cowers  i’titc 
hams  ? 5 

Bawd.  Who?  monfieur  Veroles?  , 

Boult.  Ay;  he  offered  to  cut  a caper  at  the 
proclamation  ; but  he  made  a groan  at  it,  and  fwore 
he  would  fee  her  to-morrow.* 

Bawd.  Well,  well;  as  for  him,  he  brought 
his  difeafe  hither : here  he  does  but  repair  it. 3 I 
know,  he  will  come  in  our  fhadow,  to  fcattcr  his 
crowns  in  the  fun. 4 


« - Hal  cowers  Vile  hams  ? *)  To  e$tvtr  is  to  fink  by  bendiag- 

the  hems.  So,  in  King  Henry  VI: 

»*  The  fpliiting  rocks  cowr'd  in  the  finking  fands.  " 

Again,  in  Gammer  Gurion's  Needle  : 

» They  cower  fo  o'ci  the  coles,  their  cies  be  .blear'd  wi  ib 
fmoke."  Stelvens. 

f • — — he  offered  to  tut  a taper  at  lie  proelamation ; but  he  made  a 

groan  at  it,  and  fwore  he  would  Jet  her  to-morrow.  ] If  there  were 
no  other  proof  of  Shakfpcare's  hand  in  this  piece,  this  admirable 
ftioka  of  bilraour  would  furniOi  dcci&ve  evidence  of  it. 

M A LOME. 

1 — — here  he  does  but  repair  iJ.]  To  repair  here  means  to  renovate^ 
So,  in  Cymbeline: 

“ O,  difloyal  thing ! 

h That  fhouldlt  repair  my  yooth,— " 

Again,  in  All's  well  that  ends  well  : 

»»  — — It  much  repairs  me 

41  To  talk  of  your  good  father.  '*  Malone. 

4 (•  [tatter  his  crowns  in  the  fun.  ] There  is  here  perhaps 

fome  alluGoo  l#  the  lues  venerea,  though  the  words  henth  crowns 
ip  their  literal  acceptation  were  certainly  a!fo  in  Boult's  thoughts. 
It  occurs  frequently  in  our  author’s  plays.  So,  in  Meafnrt  Jar 
IA  injure : 

4<  Lucid.  A French  crown  more. 

44  Gent.  Thou  ait  always  figuring  difeajes  is  roe.” 

Malone. 

I fee  no  allufioo  in  this  paffape  to  the  French  difeafe,  but  merely 
to  French  crowns  in  a litoral  fenfe,  the  common  coin  of  that 
oountry. 
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Boult.  Well,  if  we  had  of  every  nation  a tra- 
veller, we  fhould  lodge  them  with  this  ftgn. 5 

Bawd.  Pray  you,  come  hither  awhile.  You  have 
fortunes  coming  upon  yon.  Mark  me ; you  muft 
feem  to  do  that  fearfully,  which  you  commit  wil- 
lingly ; to  delpife  profit,  where  you  have  moflgain. 
To  weep  that  you  live  as  you  do,  makes  pity  in 
yotir  lovers  : Seldom,  but  that  pity  begets  you  a 
good  opinion,  and  that  opinion  a mere  profit.* 


, Boult  bad  hid  before,  that  be  bad  proclaimed  the  beauty  or 
Marina,  and  drawn  her  pidure  with  hit  voice’.  He  fays,  in  the 
next  fpeeeh,  that  with  (uch  a fign  as  Marina,  they  (hould  draw 
every  traveller  to  their  houfe,  confidering  Marina,  or  Taiher  the 
pi&ure  he  had  drawn  of  her,  as  the  fign  to  diftinguifh  the  houfe, 
which  the  bawd  on  account  of  her  beauty  calls  the  lun  : and  the 
meaning  of  the  paffage  is  merely  this: — “ that  the  French  knight 
will  feck  the  (hade  or  (heller  of  their  houfe,  to  fealter  his  money 
there  ” — But  if  we  make  a flight  alteration  in  this  paffage,  kod 
read  “««  our  fbadow,”  inflead  of  “in  our  fhadow, " it  will  then 
be  capable  of  another  interpretation.  On  our  Jhadow  may  mean, 
e»  our  roprtjintalion  or  dtfcription  oj  Marina  / and  the  fun  mav  mean 
the  rtnl  fgn  of  the  houle  For  there  is  a pafTage  iu  Tit  CuJIon i of 
lit  Country , which  gives  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  fun  was,  iu 
former  times,  the  ufual  fign  of  a brothel. 

When  Sulpuia  afks,  “ What  is  become  of  the  Dane?"  Jacquei 
replies,  “What!  goldy. locks!  he  lies  at  the  fgn  of  the  fun  to  be 
new-breeched.  ** . M.  Mason. 

Mr.  M.  Mafon's  note  is  too  ingenious  to  be  omitted  ; and  yeti 
where  humour  is  forced,  ( as  in  the  prelent  iuflance,  ) it  is  Fre- 
quently obfeure,  and  efpecially  when  vitiated  by  the  fligbteft  typo- 
graphical error  or  omiffton.  All  we  can  with  certainty  infer  from 
the  paflage  before  us  is,  that  an  oppoGtioo  between  fun  nnd  jlid- 
dow,  was  defigned.  Steivens. 

1 Jhould  lodge  them  with  this  fgn.  ] If  a traveller  from 

every  part  of  the  globe  were  to  affemble  in  Mitylcne,  they  would 
all  rcfort  to  this  houfe,  while  we  had  Tuch  a Ggu  to  it  at  thii 
virgin.  This,  I think,  is  the  meaning.  A fimilar  eulogy  is  pro- 
nounced on  Imogen  ih  Cythbeline  : “ She’s  a good  fgi i,  tut  I have 
feen  fmall  reflefiion  of  her  wit."  Perhaps  theie  is  feme  allu- 
Gan  to  the  conflellation  Virgo.  Malone. 

‘ • mere  freft.  ] i.  e.  an  abfoluie,  a certain  proGt,  So,  ijl 

fdamlet : 

, ' M 8 


Digitized  by  Google 


PERICLES, 


164 

Mar.  I nnderfland  you  not. 

Boult.  O,  lake  her  home,  miflrefs,  take  her 
home  : thefe  blulhes  of  hcr’s  mull  be  quench’d 
with  fome  prefent  pradicc. 

Bawd.  Thou  fay’ll  true,  i’faith,  fo  they  mull: 
for  your  bride  goes  to  that  with  lhame,  which  is 
her  way  to  go  vvitli  warrant. G 

Boult.  ’Faith  fome  do,  and  fome  do  not.  But, 
midrefs,  if  l have  bargain’d  for  the  joint, 

Bawd.  Thou  may'll  cut  a tnorfel  off  the  Fp it. 

Boult.  1 may  fo. 

Bawd.  Who  Ihould  deny  it?  Come,  young  one, 
1 like  the  manner  of  your  garments  well. 

Boult.  Ay,  by  my  faith,  they  fliall  not  be 
changed  yet. 

Bawd.  Boult,  fpend  thou  that  in  the  town:  re- 
port what  a fojournerwe  have;  you’ll  lofe  nothing 
by  cullom.  When  nature  framed  this  piece,  (he 
meant  thee  a good  turn  ; 7 therefore  lay  what  a pa- 
ragon flic  is,  and  thou  had  the  harvell  out  of  tkiue 
<Dwn  report.  * 


u — — things  rank  and  groft  in  nature 
“ Poflefi  it  merely 
Again,  in  The  Merchant  of  Venice  : 

“ Engag'd  my  friend  to  his  atn  enemy.’*  Malone. 

c for  your  bride  goes  to  that  with  Jhamt , which  is  ktr  vtf 

St  £0  uith  warrant.  ] You  fay  true  j for  even  a bride,  who  has  the 
fandion  of  the  lew  to  warrant  her  proceeding,  will  nut  fimcndtr 
licr  peifon  without  fome  couftraiut.  V\  kick  is  ktr  way  to  go  v/itk 
wan  tit,  means  only — to  t*  hick  Jin  is  entitled  to  go-  Malons. 

1 When  nature  fram'd  th’s  piece*  Jhe  meant  thee  a good  turn ; ] A. 
ficnilar  fciiticnsiu  occurs  in  King  Lear: 

•*  That  eyeltfs  head  of  thine  was  full  fram’d  ficCb, 

“ To  raife  ray  fortunes.”  Stikvi.ns. 

• — — and  thou  hoi  the  kaivtjl  out  cj  thine  own  report.  ] So,  in 
filltfA  Ado  about  Nothing: 

frame  lire  fcaloa  for  your  ©wu  harvell. " STi&YKNi* 
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Boult.  I warrant  yon,  miflrefs,  thnnder  {hall 
not  fo  awake  the  beds  of  eels,9  as  my  giving  out 
her  beauty  flir  up  the  lewdly-inclined.  I’ll  bring 
home  fome  to-night. 

Bawd.  Come  your  ways ; follow  me. 

Mar.  If  fires  be  hot,  knives  fliarp,  or  waters 
deep, * 

Untied  1 Bill  my  virgin  knot  will  keep.* 

Diana,  aid  my  purpole  ! 

Bawd.  What  have  we  to  do  with  Diana?  Pray 
you,  will  you  go  with  us?  [Exeunt, 


* — — thunder  Jhall  not  fo  awake  the  beds  of  eels,  ] Thunder  it  not 
fuppofed  to  have  an  cftcd  on  fifb  in  general,  but  on  tela  only, 
vhlch  are  routed  by  it  from  the  mud,  and  are  therefor*  more  cafily 
taken.  So,  in  Marflon's  Satires: 

“ They  arc  nought  but  eelei,  that  oever  will  appear®, 

“ Till  that  temprftuou*  winds,  or  thunder,  teare 

Their  flitny  beds.”  L.  II.  Sat.  vii.  v.  204.  Whallit. 

3 U fTti  hot,  knives  Jbarp , or  nutters  dttp , J So,  in  Anlonj  end 
Cleopatra : 

“ ■ ■—  if  knife,  drugs,  ferpenti,  have 
“ Edge,  fling,  or  operation,  I am  fafe.”  SriifMS. 

Again,  more  appoiitcly,  in  Othello: 

4t If  there  be  corda.  or  knives, 

“ Poifon,  or  fire,  or  JuJfocating  Jt reams , 

“ I II  not  endure  it.  ” Malone. 

6 Untied  I /ill  nj  virgin  knot  refill  keep.  ] Vf*  have  the  fame 
claftcal  allufion  in  The  Tempt/: 

•*  li  t’uoo  dofl  break  her  virfio-knit,  ” Icc.  Malohi, 
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SCENE  IV. 

Xharfus.  A Room  in  Cleon’s  Houje. 

Enter  Cleon  and,  Dionyza. 

Dion.  Why,  are  you  foolifh  ? Can  it  be  undone?* 

Cle.  O Dionyza,  fuch  a piece  of  daughter 
The  fun  and  moon  ne'er  look’d  upon! 

Dion.  I think 

You’ll  turn  a child  again. 

Cle.  Were  1 chief  lord  ofall  this  fpacious  world, 
I'd  give  it  to  undo  the  deed.4  O lady, 

M uch  lefs  in  blood  than  virtue,  yet  a princefs 
To  equal  any  fingle  crown  o’the  earth, 
l’tbe  juflice  of  compare!  O villain  Leonine, 

Whom  thou  haft  poilon’d  too  ! 

If  thou  Uadft  drunk  to  him,  it  had  been  a kindnefs 
Becoming  well  thy  feat:5  what  canft  thou  fay, 

9 Can  it  It  undone*  ] Tims,  Lady  Macbeth: 

“ what*s  done,  is  done.”  StfivenS. 

* — * — to  undo  the  di/d.  ] So,  in  Macltik- 

11  Wake  Duncan  with  this  knocking  : — vouU  tltu 
could  Ji  !** 

In  Ptriclts , as  in  M ocl/th,  the  wife  is  more  criminal  than  the  huf- 
b*”d,  whofe  repentance  follows  immediately  on  the  murder. 

Tw.us  alfo  in  Twine's  tranflitiou:  •*  But  Strangulio  bimfelf  coa- 
fcaitd  not  to  this  treafou,  but  fo  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  foul 
mi  ’’  Jitnce,  being  as  it  were  all  amort,  and  amazed  with  heavi- 
er* iv  and  therewithal  he  looked  lowardcs  his  wife,  faying, 

Yttou  wicked  woman*'  &e.  StEevens. 

* If  thou  h rdji  d’unk  to  kirn , it  had  Ittn  t kindntfs 

Becoming  util  the  feat:  ] Old  copy — face:  which,  if  this 
readiug  be  gkuuine,  mnfi  mean — badH  tbou  poifoned  ihyfelf  by 
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When  noble  Pencles  fhall  demand  bis  child?* 
Dion.  That  file  ii  dead.  Nurfei  are  not  the 
fates, 

To  fofter  it,  nor  ever  to  preferve.  * 

She  died  by  night ; * I’ll  fay  fo.  Who  can  crofs  it?* 


pledging  him,  it  would  have  been  an  *3ion  well  becoming  thee. 
For  the  lake  of  a more  obvious  meaning,  however,  I read,  wiiU 
Mr.  M.  M-aioa,  feat  infleid  of  face.  SrE evens. 

F/at%  i.  e.  of  a piece  with  the  reft  of  thy  exploit.  So,  in  The 
Two  liable  Kin/men , Palaruon  r.M: 

“ Cozeaer  Arcile,  give  me  language  fuch 
*•  As  thou  haft  (hewed  me /#«/.**  M,  MASON. 

f — — u kot  canjl  thou  fay. 

When  noble  Peiicits  Jhall  demand  bis  child  f]  So,  in  the  aoeieot 

10 m ante  already  quoted:  44 tell  me  uow  what  rekeuyuge  we 

Hull  gyve  bytn  of  his  dough  ter,”  8cc. 

Again,  in  '1  wine's  tranQatioa:  44  Tliou  reportedft  that  Prince 
Appollonius  was  dead  ; and  loe  now  where  he  is  come  to  require 
Lis  daughter.  What  ihall  wc  now  doc  or  fay  to  bine.  " 

Stievins. 

So  alfo,  in  the  Gtjla  Romanorum:  “Quern  f Apollonium  ] cum 
vidiffet  Sirangulio,  perrexit  rabido  curfu,  dixiique  uxori  fuse  Dy- 
ouifidi  — Dixilti  Apollonium  naufragum  cfle  mortuum.  F.cce,  venit 
ad  repetendam  liliam.  tccc,  quid  diduri  furuus  pio  hlii  * " 

Malone. 

7 — tfurfts  an  not  the  fates , 

To  fojitr  it , Kcr  ever  to  preferve . ] So  King  John,  on  receiving 
the  account  of  Arthur's  death: 

44  We  canool  hold  mortality*!  ftrong  hand  : — 

44  Why  do  you  bend  fuch  folemo  brows  on  mef 

44  Think  you  l bear  the Jhears  of  dejiinyt 

44  Have  I commandment  oa  the  pulfe  of  life?**  MalONB. 

• She  died  by  night}]  Old  copy  — at  night.  I fuppofe  Dionyza 
means  to  fty  that  ftic  died  by  night;  was  found  dead  in  the 
jnoruiug.  The  woicis  are  from  Gower  : 

»*  She  faith,  that  Thaifa  [odeynly 
44  By  night  is  dead. " Stexvin*. 

9 I'll  fay  fo.  Who  can  croft  if?]  So,  in  Macbeth: 

Math. Will  it  not  be  receiv’d, 

44  When  we  have  mark’d  with  blood  thofe  fleepy  two 
“ Of  bis  own  chamber,  and  us'd  their  very  daggers, 

0 lhai  they  have  doae't ! 

M 4 
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Unlef»  yon  play  the  impious  innocent,* 

And  for  an  honed  attribute,  cry  out, 

She  died  by  foul  play. 

Cle.  O,  go  to.  Well,  well, 

Of  all  the  faults  beneath  the  heavens,  the  god? 
Do  like  this  word. 

Dion.  Re  one  of  thofe,  that  think 

The  petty  wrens  of  Tharfus  will  fly  hence,1 
And  open  this  to  Pericles.  I do  fliame 
I o think  of  what  a noble  drain  you  aie, 

And  of  how  cow'd  a fpirit.  4 


i*ady  M.  TTSa  dares  receive  il  »tker% 

Ai  we  Hiall  make  our  grief  and  clamour  roar 
44  Upon  hit  death  ?**  Malone. 

* Vnltfs  pan  plat  the  impious  The  folios  and  the  mo- 

dern editions  have  omitted  the  word  impious,  which  is  ncceflarv  to 

the  metre,  end  is  found  in  the  firft  quarto She  calls  l-.im,  ao'ra- 

t,cu’  limpietoo,  becaufe  fuch  a difeovery  would  touch  the  life  of 
one  of  his  own  family,  bii  wife. 

An  !■»»■/  was  formerly  a common  appellation  for  an  idiot. 
See  Mr.  W bailey  s note  in  Vol.  IX.  p.  i47,  n.  8.  Malone. 

Notn ithfianding  Malone's  ingenious  explanation,  I fltould  wifi 
to  read-the  pit us  innocent,  indeed  of  impious.  M Mason. 

3 Th  petty  wreer  tf  Thatfus  tnillfy  *r»cr,l  Thus  the  quarto, 
^609;  that  of  iG»9  reads — putty,  Steevens. 

4 ••  I do  Jhame 

To  thinh  of  what  a nolle  /train  you  are , 

And  of  haw  cow'd  a fpirit.]  Old  copy-reward. 

I read  (for  the  fake  of  metre)— of  how  caw'd  a fpirit.  So,  in 
llacttth  e ' 

“ For  it  hath  caw’d  my  better  part  of  man.”  Stfevens. 

lady  Macbeth  urges  the  fame  argument  to  perfuadc  her  hufband 
to  commit  the  murder  of  Duncan,  that  Dionyia  bete  ufes  to 
Induce  Cleon  to  conceal  that  of  Marina; 

“ art  then  afraid 

“ To  be  the  fame  in  thine  own  aa  and  valour, 

“ A*  ,|10u  “<  in  deGre  ? Would'ft  thou  have  that 
“ Which  thon  cfleem'il  the  ornament  of  life, 
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Cle.  To  fuch  proceeding 

Who  ever  bat  his  approbation  added, 

Though  not  his  pre-conlcnt,5  he  did  not  flow 
From  honourable  conrfes. 

Dion.  Be  it  fo  then: 

Yet  none  does  know,  bnt  you,  how  flie  came  dead. 
Nor  none  can  know.  Leonine  being  gone. 

She  did  difdain  mv  child,6  and  flood  between 
Her  and  her  fortunes:  None  would  look  on  her, 
But  caft  their  gazes  on  Marina’s  face; 


••  And  live  a coward  in  thine  own  cfltem  ? 

**  Letting  I dare  not  wait  upon  / would. 

Like  the  poor  cat  i’the  adage?” 

Again,  after  the  murder,  (he  exclaims ; 

11  My  hands  are  of  your  colour,  but  l Jit  ami 
41  To  wear  a heart  Jo  nkitt.’*  Malone. 

8 Though,  rot  his  pre-cen/irnf,  ] The  firft  quarto  read* — prince 
coofent.  The  fecond  quarto,  which  has  been  followed  by  the 
modern  editions,  has — whole  confent.  In  the  fecond  edition,  the 
^editor  or  printer  feeros  to  have  correfted  what  was  apparently  erro- 
neous in  the  firft,  by  fufiftitoling  fomething  that  would  afford  fenfe, 
vithout  paying  any  regard  to  the  corrupted  reading,  which  often 
leads  to  the  dilcovcry  of  the  true.  For  the  emendation  inferted  iu 
the  text  the  reader  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Steevens.  A paffage  in 
King  John  bears  no  very  diliant  refemblaoce  to  the  prefeut; 

41  — — If  thou  didft  but  confent 

44  To  ibis  moft  cruel  aft,  do  but  defpair, 

44  And,  if  thou  want'ft  a cord,  the  fmallcft  threat! 

44  That  ever  fpider  twifted  from  her  womb 
44  WiJl  ferve  to  ftrangle  thee.”  Malokx. 

* She  did  difdain  my  child , J Thus  the  old  copy,  but  I think 
erroneoufly.  Marina  was  not  of  a difdeinjul  temper.  Her  excel- 
lence indeed  iijgiaccd  the  meaner  qualities  of  her  companion,  i.  c. 
in  the  language  of  Shakfpeare,  did  nixed  them.  Thus,  Adriana,  in 
T he  Comedy  oj  Errors , fays — 44  1 live  iiflaincd  t"  and,  iu  1 arfui* 
and  Lucre ct , we  meet  with  the  fame  verb  again  : 

44  Were  Tarquin  night  (as  he  is  but  night’s  child) 

44  The  filver-ftiining  queen  he  would  difain 

The  verb to  fain  is  frequently  ufed  by  our  astbor  in  the  fenfc 

•f—  to  dij^rafc.  See  V©I.  XVIII,  j>.  Zen,  n.  S.  STl*TBii». 
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Whilft  onrs  was  blurted  at,’  and  held  a malkin, 

Not  worth  the  time  of  day.1  lepierc'd  me  thorough; 
And  though  you  call  my  courfe  unnatural,8 
You  not  yourchild  well  loving,  yet  1 find, 

It  greets  me,  as  an  enterprize  olkiuduels. 

Perform’d  to  your  folc  daughter.1 

* Wkitjl  curs  teas  blurted  e/,  ] Thus  the  quarto,  i6oq.  All  the 
fubfrquent  copies  have — blurred  at. 

This  coutcoipiuous  exprtfhon  frequently  occurs  in  our  ancient 
dramas.  So,  in  Kin  g Edward  III.  i5g6: 

»•  This  day  hath  fet  deiihon  on  die  French, 

And  all  the  woild  will  blurt  and  fcorn  at  us." 

Malone. 

Sit  did  dif lain  my  child , and  /old  between 

Her  and  her  Jot  tunes  : N one  would  look  on  Aar, 

But  e a /l  their  gaz.es  on  Marina's  Joce ; 

Vrhiljl  ours  u>as  blurted  at,  ] The  ufurping  Duke  in  As  you  like  it, 
gives  the  fame  rcafoui  for  his  cruelty  to  Kofaliud: 

*• (he  robs  thee  of  thy  name; 

“ And  thou  wilt  (how  more  bright,  and  feem  more  vir* 
tuous, 

14  When  (he  is  gone.” 

The  fame  caufe  for  Dionyza's  hatred  to  Marina,  is  alfo  alledged 
In  Twine's  tranilaiion:  44  The  people  beholding  the  beautie  and 
comlincfle  ofTharfia  faid  : Happy  is  the  father  that  hath  Tharfia 
to  his  daughter;  hut  her  companion  that  goelh  with  her  is  foulcand 
evil  favoured.  When  Dionifudes  heard  Tharfia  commended,  and 
her  owdc  daughter  Philomacia  fo  dilpraifcd,  (he  returned  home 
wonderful  wrath,”  See.  STE  IVINS. 

•  a malkin, 

A 'ot  worth  the  time  of  day.  ] A malkin  is  a coarfe  wench.  A 
kitchco-ma/4rx  is  mentioned  iu  Coriolnnut.  Not  worth  the  time  cf 
day , is,  not  worth  a good  day,  or  good  morrow;  undeferving  the 
mod  common  and  ufual  falutation.  Steevem. 

See  Vol.  XVII.  p.  27$,  n.  4.  Malone. 

v And  though  you  call  my  courfe  unnatural , ] So,  in  julits 
Cwfar: 

11  Our  courfe  will  feem  too  bloody , Cains  Caffnis, 

44  To  cut  the  head  ofl,  and  then  hack  the  limbs.” 

MALONE* 

*•  Ji  greets  me,  as  an  enterprise  oj  kindntfs , 

Pcejorm  d to  your  foie  dangUer.  ] P<tibaps  it  g-nU  pgt  maji 
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Ci.F..  Heavens  forgive  ii ! 

Dion.  And  as  for  Pericles, 

What  fhould  he  fay?  VVe  wept  after  her  hearfe, 

Anti  even  yet  tve  mourn  : her  monument 
Isalmofl  finifh’d,  and  her  epitaphs 
In  glittering  golden  charaflci  s exprefs 
A gen  eral  praife  to  her,  and  cate  in  us 
At  whole  expence  'tis  done.  , 

Cl  E.  Thou  art  like  the  harpy, 

Which,  to  betray, doth  wearan  angel’s  face, 

Seize  with  an  eagle’s  talons.3 

mean,  it  fleafes  me  ; $*eft  it  mon  gre.  If  grief  be  ufed  io  its  ordi- 
nary fenfe  oi  fainting  or  meeting  with  congiatutahon.  it  is  furcly  a 
very  harlh  phrafe.  There  is  however  a padage  in  King  Henry  Vlll. 
-which  feems  10  lupport  the  reading  of  the  text  in  its  oidinary  bo- 
nification : 

»» 'Would  1 had  no  being, 

“ If  this  Jalute  my  blood  a jot. n MALOMl. 

? Thou  ait  See.]  Old  copy: 

Then  ait  like  the  harpy. 

Which,  to  lehay,  dojt,  with  thine  ang'l's  face, 

Stiie  with  thine  eagle's  talons.  Stf.evens. 

Th  ere  is  an  aukwardnefs  of  confltudioo  in  this  pafTage,  that 
lead:  me  to  think  it  corrupt.  The  fenfe  defigned  feems  to  have 
been  — Thou  refemblefi  in  thy  condvtl  the  ht>p)y  watch  alluret  tiith  the 
face  cj  an  angel , that  it  may  Jtiit  with  the  talons  oj  an  eagle.— Might  we 
read: 

Thou  art  like  the  h.irpy , 

Which,  to  betray , doji  wear  thine  angel's  J ace ; 

Seize  with  thine  eagle's  ta’ons. 

Which  is  here,  as  iu  many  other  places,  for  who. 

la  King  Henry  VJI I.  we  meet  with  a G<oilar  allufion  : 

“ Ye  have  angels'  faces,  bu;  Heaven  knows  >our  hearts /* 
Again,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet : 

“ O feipent  head,  hid  with  a fiow’ring  face!*' 

Again,  in  King  John: 

“ Kadi,  inconliderate,  finy  voluntaries, 

*»  With  ladies'  faces , and  firree  dragons'  Jpleens."  Malone. 

I have  adopted  pari  of  Mr.  Malone’s  emendation,  changing  only 
a fy liable  or  two,  thar  the  paff.ge  might  ^at  Icaft  piclcot  foine 
»t*uiog  to  the  reader. 
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Dion.  You  are  like  one,  that  fuperftitioufly 
Doth  fwcar  to  the  gods,  that  winter  kills  the  flies  ; 4 
Kutyct  I know  you’ll  do  as  I advile.  [Exeunt. 

Enter  Gower,  bejore  the  Monument  of  Marin  a at 
Tlnrfus. 

Gow.  Thus  time  we  wafte.and  longed  leagues 
make  fhort ; 

Sail  fcas  in  cockles,5  have,  and  willt  but  for’t ; 
Making,  (to  take  your  imagination,) 

From  bourn  to  bourn,0  region  to  region. 

4 Doth  fwear  to  the  gods,  that  winter  kills  the  flits ;]  You  referable 
him  who  is  angry  with  heaven,  becaufe  it  docs  not  control  the 
common  courfc  of.  nature.  Marina,  like  the  flics  in  winter,  was 
filed  to  perifh,  yet  you  lament  and  wonder  at  her  death,  as 
an  extraordinary  occurrence.  Malone. 

1 doubt  whether  Malone’s  explanaiion  he  right ; the  words  fvear 
to  the  gods,  can  hardly  implv,  to  kt  aegty  u>*t\  kronen,  though  to 
fwear  at  the  gods  might:  But  if  this  coiijrftuie  be  right,  we  tnuft 
read  fafercilioujly,  in  (lead  of  faperJUiioufiy ; fur  to  arraign  the  coo- 

dufi  of  heaven  is  the  very  reverfe  of  (uperlliiion Perhaps  the 

meaning  may  be — 41  You  arc  one  of  thole  who  fupcrflitiouflv  appeal 
to  the  god*  on  every  trilling  and  natural  event.*’  But  whatever 
may  be  the  tneauing,  fwear  to  the  gods,  it  i very  aukward  ex* 
prcllion. 

A pafTage  fomewhat  fimilar  occurs  in  The  Fair  Maid  of  the  1mm, 
where  Alberto  fays: 

41  Here  we  ftudy 

41  The  kitchen  arts,  to  (harpen  appetite, 

“ Dull’d  with  abundance;  and  difpute  with  heaven, 

44  If  that  the  leaft  puff  of  the  rough  north  wind 
44  Blaft  our  vine’s  burden.”  M.  Mason. 

5 Sail  feat  in  cockles,]  We  are  told  by  Re,  inaid  Scott,  in  hit 
Difcovery  of  Witchcraft,  1584,  that  14  it  wa*  believed  that  witches 
could  fail  in  an  egg  fhell,  a cockle , or  mufcle  Ihell,  through  and 
under  tempeftuous  fees.” — This  popular  idea  was  probably  in  our 
author’s  thoughts.  Maloni. 

See  Vol.  X.  p.  S43,  n.  7.  Stbivxns. 

• Making,  [to  take  your  imagination ,) 

from  ktnrn  to  Making,  if  that  be  the  true  reading, 
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Ry  you  being  pardon’d,  we  commit  no  crime 
To  ufe  one  language,  in  each  fcvcral  clinic. 
Where  our  fcenes  feem  to  live.  Ido  befecchyou, 
To  learn  of  me,  who  (land  i’lbe  gaps  to  teach  you 
The  flages  of  our  ftory.'  Pericles 
Is  now  again  thwarting  the  wayward  Teas,* 


mud  be  undcrftood  to  mean—  proceeding  in  courfe,  from  bourn  to 
bourn,  8tc. — It  ii  Hill  fa  id  at  fea — the  Jtiip  makes  much  w»j.  [ 
fufped,  however,  that  the  pjffagc  is  corrupt.  All  the  copies  have 
— our  imagination,  which  is  clearly  wrong.  Pcihaps  the  author 
wrote — to  lajk  your  imagination.  Malum. 

Making,  ( to  take  your  imagination,) 

Ftom  bourn  to  bourn,  See.  ] Mating  is  moil  certainly  the  true 
teading,  So,  in  p.  116  : 

Mitingk c.  is  travelling  (with  the  hope  of  engaging  your  at* 
tentioo  ) from  one  divifiou  or  boundary  of  the  world  to  another  ; 
i.  e.  we  hope  to  inlcreU  you  by  the  variety  of  our  fccne,  aud  the 

different  countries  through  which  we  purfue  our  flory We  (fill 

ufe  a pbrafe  exa&ly  correfpondiog  with — tail  your  imagination  i 
i.  e.  •»  To  take  one’s  fancy.”  Steevkns. 

7 — — who  Jland  i'lhe  gaps  It  teach  you 

Thtjlagts  of  our  /ory.  k c.  j So,  in  the  chorus  to  The  Winter 't 

TaU: 

“ I Aide 

“ O'er  iixteen  years,  and  leave  the  growth  uotry’d 
“ Of  that  wide  gap.'* 

The  earlieft  quarto  reads — milk  gaps  ; that  in  sGiq — in  gaps. 
The  reading  that  1 have  fubttiluted,  is  nearer  that  of  the  old  copy. 

Malonc. 

To  learn  of  me  who  Jland  with  gaps  — - ] I fliould  rather  read  : — , 
like  gaps.  So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

“ That  I may  Ucep  out  this  great  gap  of  time 
“ My  Antony's  away.” 

1 would  likewife  uaufpofe  and  corred  the  following  lines  thus: 
“ — — — — I to  befcccb  ye 

**  To  learn  of  me,  who  fiaud  e/he  gaps  to  teach  you 
“ The  ftages  of  our  flory.  Pericles 
« Is  now  again  thwarting  the  way  ward  feai, 

**  Atl«ud(d  on  by  many  a lord  aud  Icoh-ht, 

«»  To  fee  his  daughter,  all  bis  life's  dc'.ighu 
Old  Thanes,  whom  Hclicanus  laic 
Advanc'd aa  Lime  10  gtcaiaod  high  cfUtc, 
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(Attended  on  by  many  a lord  and  k night, j 
To  fee  his  daughter,  alt  his  life's  delight. 
OldElcanes,  whom  Helicanus  late* 

Advanc'd  in  time  to  great  and  high  eflate, 

Is  left  to  govern.  Bear  you  it  in  mind. 

Old  Helicanus  goes  along  behind. 
Well-failing  Hups,  and  bounteous  winds,  have 
brought 

This  king  to  1 harfus, (think  his  pilot  thought; 
So  with  his  fleerage  lhall  your  thoughts  grow 
on.) 

To  fetch  his  daughter  home, who  full  is  gone.* 

“ Iilrft  to  govern.  Bear  it  in  your  mind, 

“ Old  Helicanus  gnesalong  behind. 
u \Vcll-failiug  (Hips  and  bounteous  winds  have  brought 
•*  This  king  to  Iharius  : think  his  pilot  thought  ; 

11  So,  with  his  llcerage,  (hall  your  thoughts  gs  on,  • 

“ To  fetch”  kc.  St c rv i ns. 

# — — thwarting  the  wayward  Jtas,  ) So,  ia  King  Henry  Vi 

• * _ — __ — and  there  being  fecn, 

•*  Heave  him  aWay  upon  your  winged  thoughts, 

. “ Athwart  the  Jeai .*’ 

The  wayward  8cc.  is  the  reading  of  the  fecond  quarto.  The  firft 
has — thy.  In  the  ue.ti  line  but  one,  the  old  copies  read, — all  his 
lives  delight.  MALONe. 

9 Old  EJtanes,  u hom  Helicanus  late  See.  ] la  the  old  copies  tbefe 
lines  are  flrangely  mifplaced  : 

“ Old  Helicanu*  goes  along  behind 
41  Js  left  to  governc  it,  you  bearc  in  mind. 

41  Old  Efcauts  whom  Helicanus  late 
“ Af.vancde  in  time  to  great  and  hie  eflate. 

“ Well  failing  (hips  and  bouuuous  wiuds  have  broght 
“ This  king  to  1 harfus,**  &c. 

The  tranfpofuion  fuggefled  by  Mr.  Sucvcns,  renders  the  whole 
paflage  peifeftly  clear.  Malone. 

*  (think  his  pilot  thought ; 

So  with  his  peerage  Jhall  your  thoughts  grow  on, ) 

To  fetch  hit  daughter  ho me,  who  JirJl  is  gone.  ] The  old  copies 
read : 

— — think  this  pilot  thought. 

So  with  his  Jim  age Jhall  jour  thcrghls  groan,  irrj 
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Like  motes  and  fhadows  fee  them  move  a- 
tvhile  ; 3 

Yonr  ears  unto  your  eyes  I’ll  reconcile. 

but'thejr  are  furely  corrupt.  I read — think  bis  pilot  thought}  fup« 
pofe  that  your  imagination  is  his  pilot.  So,  in  King  Henry  Y : 

»4 ’l is  yonr  thoughts,  that  now  nauft  deck  our  kings, 

»•  Carry  them  here  and  then;  jumping  o’er  limes.'* 

Again,  ibidem: 

“ Hc.ive  him  away  upon  your  winged  thoughts 
• * Athwart  the  Jeas." 

In  the  next  line  the  verfihcalion  is  defedive  hy  one  word  being- 
primed  inftead  of  two.  By  reading  grow  on  inftead  of  groan,  the 
fcafe  and  metre  are  both  reftored.  So,  in  A MiJ/ummtr  . Wight 'j 

Dream  (fol.  i6a3):  “ . and  fo  grow  on  to  a point,’*  See 

Vol.  VII.  p.  22,  n.  3.  We  might  read  go  on  ; but  the  other  appear? 
to  be  more  likely  to  have  been  the  author’s  word.  Malone. 

I cannot  approve  of  Malone’s  amendment,  but  adhere  to  the  old 
copies,  with  this  difference  only,  that  1 join  the  words  thought  and 
pilot  with  a hyphen,  and  read  ; 

think  Ihii  pilst-thought 

That  is,  “ Keep  this  leading  circumnance  in  your  mind,  which 
will  ferve  as  a pilot  to  you,  and  guide  you  through  the  reft  of  tho 
flory,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  your  imagination  will  keep  pace  with 
the  king's  progrefs.”  M.  Mason. 

The  plainer  meaning  feems  to  be— Think  that  his  pilot  bad  tho 
celerity  of  thought,  fo  fhall  your  thought  keep  pace  with  his  ope* 
rations.  Steevens. 

. who  firjl  is  gone.]  Who  has  left  Tbaifus  before  her  father*} 

arrival  there.  Malone. 

3 Like  motes  and  (hadows  fee  them  move  awhile;]  So,  in 
i%  Come  likejhadiuSi  fo  depart.”  Stk&vlns. 
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Dumb  Jhow. 

Enter  at  one  door,  Pericles  with  his  train;  Cleon; 
and  Dionyzao/  theolher.  Cleon  Jh'jws  Pericles 
the  tomb  oj  Marina  ; whereat  Pericles  makes 
lamentation,  puts  on  Jnckelclh,  and  in  a mighty 
pajfton  depai  Is.  Then  Cleon  and  D'ionyza  retire. 

Gow.  See  how  belief  may  fuller  by  foul  fhow! 
This  borrow’d  paffion  Hands  lor  true  old  woe;‘ 
And  Pericles,  in  forrow  all  devour'd, 

With  lighs  fhot  through,  and  bigged  tears 
o’erlhow’r’d, 

I caves  Tharfus.  and  again  embarks.  He  fn  ears 
Never  to  wadi  his  face,  nor  cut  his  hairs  ; 

He  puts  on  fackloih,  and  to  lea.  lie  bears 
A temped,  which  his  mortal  vcfiel  tears,  3 
And  yet  he  rides  it  out.  Now  plealc  you  wit* 
The  epitaph  is  for  Marina  wtit 


?.  — for  true  old  woe  ;]  So,  in  King  Henry  V: 

“ ■ ■ Sit  and  ice, 

**  Minding  hue  thing*  by  what  their  mockeries  be.”  Malone. 

„ _ for  true  old  woe: j i.  c lor  fucli  lean  as  were  fhed  when, 

the  world  being  in  i»  infancy,  difliuiulation  was  unknown.  All 
poetical  writers  arc  williug  to  perfuade  thcmfelvcs  that  lin eerily 
expired  with  the  full  ages.  Pctbaps,  however,  wc  ought  to  read 
— true  /old  woe.  Ste evens. 

5 A tempeft,  which  kis  mortal  vcffel  lean%]  So.  in  K . Richard  III ; 

“ O,  then  began  tbc  tempt jl  to  my  loul!“ 

What  is  here  called  his  mortal  vrjfel , (i.  c.  his  body,)  is  flylcd  by 
Cleopatra  her  mortal  koufe.  STfcrvtNs. 

* ___ Now  pltaft  you  wit — ] Now  be  plcafcd  to  know . So, 

in  Gower : 

»»  In  wliicbc  the  lorde  to  him  writtc 
That  he  would  underltondc  aud 

The  editor  of  the  fecond  quarto  (which  has  been  copied  by  all  the 
other  editions)  probably  not  undemanding  the  pafiage,  altered  iuhus: 
Now  take  we  Our  way 

“ To  the  epitaph  for  Manna  writ  by  Dionyfia.  Malone. 
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By  wicked  Dionyza. 

the  infciiption  on  Marina’s  monument . 
The  fairefl,  fwcct'Jl,  and  heft?  lies  here, 

Who  wither'd  in  her  jp'ing  of  year. 

She  was  of  Tytus , the  king's  daughter, 

On  whom  foul  death  hath  made  this  Jlaughter  / 
Marina  was Jhe  call'd ;6  and  at  her  birth, 

Thetis,  being  proud,  f wallow' d fume  part  o' the 
earth 


*■ fweel'fl,  tndtrjl,  ] SwuteJI  it  here  ufed  is  1 monofvUable. 

So  higkejly  in  The  Tempejt:  44  Uighejt  queen  of  ftate.”  8cc.  Malone. 

We  might  more  elegantly  read,  omitting  the  conjundion — and,— 
The  JairtJly  Jv»eet'Jls  brjl , lift  here Sthvvrns. 

6 Marina  was  (he  call'd i &c.  j It  might  have  been  exptded  that 
this  epitaph,  which  fets  out  In  four-foot  verfe,  would  have  confined 
itfelf  to  that  meafure  ; but  iuftead  of  preferving  fuch  uniformity, 
throughout  the  laft  fix  lines  it  deviates  into  heroicks,  which,  per- 
haps,  were  never  meant  by  its  author.  Let  us  remove  a few  fyU 
lablei,  and  try  whether  any  thing  is  loft  by  their  omiQiou: 

44  Marina  call’d  ; and  at  her  birth 
44  Pioud  Thetis  fwaliow’d  part  o’the  earth: 

44  The  earth,  fearing  to  be  o'erflow'd, 

44  Hath  Thetis'  birth  on  heaven  beftow'd: 

Wherefore  (he  fwcan  (he'll  never  ftiot 
14  Make  battery  upon  (bores  of  Hint.” 

The  image  (uggeded  by — 44  Thetis  J wallowed"  Icc.  reminds  ui 
of  Biabautio’s  fpecch  to  the  Teazle,  iu  the  iitftAd  of  Othello: 

44  — — my  particular  grief 

44  Is  of  fo  Jlood^ate  and  o'er  bearing  na!uret 

44  That  it  engluts  and  ftaallouts  other  forrows."  Steivbns; 

7 Thelity  bring  proud , Ju>al  tout'd  Come  part  o'the  earth:]  Tbci 

modern  editions  by  A ftratnge  blunder,  read, — That  being 

proud,  Stc. 

I formerly  thought  that  by  the  words— /one  part  oj  the  earth  was  * 
meant  Thuja,  the  mothcr'of  Marina.  So  Romeo  calls  his  beloved 
Juliet,  when  he  fuppofes  her  dead,  the  dtarejl  ihorjel  oj  the  earth • 
Uut  I am  now  convinced  that  I was  miftaken.  Maloni. 

The  infciiption  alludes  to  the  violent  llorm  which  accompanied  the 
birth  of  Marina, at  which  time  the  fca,  proudly  o crfwclliflg  its  bound*, 
(wallowed,  as  is  ufual  iu  fuch  hurricanes,  forne  part  of  the  earth* 
The  poet  ascribes  the  (welling  of  the  fea  to  the  pride  which  Thetis 
felt  aithebiitli  of  Matiua  in  her  element)  and  fappofes  that  the 

Vol.  XX.  N 
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Therefore  the  earth,  fearing  to  he  o'erjlciu'd. 

Hath  Thetis'  birth-child  on  the  heaven s beflozu'd; 
Wherefore  Jhe  does , {and  fweurs  Jht'll  never  Jlinl ,)* 
Make  raging  batteiy  upon  Jhoies  of  flint. 

No  vifor  does  become  black  villainy, 

So  well  as  fob  and  tender  flattery. 

Let  Pericles  believe  his  daughter’s  dead. 

And  bear  his  courfcs  to  be  ordered 

l>y  lady  fortune;  while  our  fccnes  difplay* 

His  daughters  woe  and  heavy  wcll-a  day, 


earth,  being  afraid  to  be  overflowed,  bellowed  this  bir cb -child  of 
riictia  on  the  heavens;  and  that  Thetis,  in  revenge,  makes  raging 
battery  againfl  the  fhotes.  The  line,  7 ietejare  tie  earth  /eating  to 
h o'njluwd.  proves  beyond  doubt  that  the  words,  Jome  fart  of  lit 
tarlk,  iu  the  line  preceding,  cannot  mean  the  tody  of  T haifa,  but 
a portion  of  the  continent  M.  Mason. 

Our  poet  has  many  allufioui  in  his  works  to  the  depredations 
■aacic  by  the  fea  on  the  land.  So,  io  his  641I1  Souuel: 

**  When  t have  fetm  the  hungry  ocean  gain 
11  Advantage  on  the  kingdom  of  the  fltore, 

11  And  the  firm  foil  win  of  the  watry  main, 

“ Increafiog  flore  with  lofs,  and  lofs  with  (lore Sc. 
TVe  have,  I think,  a finrilar  deferipttou  io  King  Lett  and  King 
henry  IV.  P.  i|.  Malone  S 

. ' (ni  / he'll  tetter  flint, ) 1 She  ll  never  eeofe.  So, 

in  Koneo  and  Juliet  : 

“ It  /It tiled,  and  faid,  ay."  Malone. 

while  our  fccnes  difplay  _ ] The  old  copies  have— 

V'iile  our  ftearc  tnuji  play. 

We  might  read -our  Jlage  - or  rather,  our  feme  (which  waa  for* 
meily  [pelt  feme).  So,  in  A,  you  hie  it: 

11  This  wide  and  univcifa!  theatre, 

“ Prefcnts  more  woful  pageants  than  the/tea* 

“ Witercin  we  play." 

Again,  in  The  Winter ‘ t Tale: 

“ as  if 

“ The /era e you  play,  were  mine." 

It  Otould  be  remembered,  that  feme  was  formerly  fpelt  f eeane;  ft 
there  11  only  a change  of  two  letters,  which  iu  the  writing  of  the 

early  part  of  the  lall  century  were  eafily  confounded. 

I read  as  in  the  teat.  So,  in  King  Henry  VIU 1 

“ »nd  dijplay’ d the  effects 

il  Of  difpoSuou  geutle,"  STWi«», 
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In  her  unholy  fervice.  Patience  then, 

And  think  you  now  are  all  in  Mitylen.  [£x»f. 


SCENE  V. 

Mitylenc.  A Street  before  the  Brothel. 

Enter,  from  the  Brothel,  two  Gentlemen. 

1.  Gent.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  like? 

2.  Gent.  No,  nor  never  lhall  do  iu  fuch  a place 
as  this,  llte  being  once  gone; 

1.  Gent.  But  to  have  divinity  preach’d  there! 
did  you  ever  dream  of  fuch  a thing? 

2.  Gent.  No,  no.  Come,  1 am  for  no  more 
bavvdy-houfes;  Shall  we  go  hear  the  veflals  ling? 

1 . G ENT . I’ll  do  any  thing  now  that  is  virtuous ; 
but  I a.n  out  oi  the  road  ol  rutting,  for  ever. 

[ Exetinl: 

SCENE  VI. 

The  fame.  A Roofn  in  the  Brothel. 

Enter  Pander,  Bawd,  and  Boult. 

Pand.  Well,  I hid  rlther  than  twice  the  worth, 
of  her,  fhe  had  ne’er  come  here. 

Bawd.  Fie,  fie  upon  her;  Ihe  is  able  to  freeze 
{he  god  Priapus,*  and  undo  a whole  generation. 

* Priaftts, ] The  prefent  mention  of  this  deity  was  perhaps 

ftiggilted  by  the  following  paffage  in  Twine's  trauCUtion  : **  Then 
the  bawde  brought  her  into  a certaiae  chappeii  where  ttoodc  thr 
idoll  of  Pnsfus  made  of  gold/*  fcc.  Steevin*. 

N a 
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We  muft  either  get  her  ravifh’d,  or  be  rid  of  her. 
Wh  en  Hie  fhould  do  for  clients  her  fitment,  and  do 
me  the  kindnefs  of  our  profeflioh,  flie  has  me  her 
quirks,  her  reafons,  her  mafler-reafons,  her  prayers, 
her  knees ; that  flic  would  make  a puritan  of  the 
devil,  if  he  fliould  cheapen  a kifs  of  her. 

Boult.  ’Faith,  I muft  ravilh  her,  or  Ihe’ll  dis- 
furnifli  us  of  all  our  cavaliers,  and  make  all  our 
fwcarers  priefts. 

Pakd.  Now,  the  pox  upon  her  green-fickncfs 
for  me ! 

Bawd.  ’Faith,  there’s  no  way  to  be  ridon’t,  but 
by  the  way  to  the  pox.  Here  comes  the  lord  Ly- 
hmachus,  difguis’d.  * 

Boult.  We  fliould  have  both  lord  and  lown.if  the 
peevifb  baggage  would  but  give  way  to  cuflomcrs. 

Enter  Lysimachus. 

Lys.  How  now?  How  a dozen  of  virginities?* 

* Here  coats  the  Lord  LjJimockus , difguis'd.]  So,  ia  the  ancient 
profc  romance  already  quoted: — “ 'l  ban  auooe  as  Anthygoraa 
prynce  of  the  cyte  it  wyfle,  went  and  be  elifgvyftd  hymfclfe,  aud 
vent  to  the  bordrll  whereas  Tarcye  was"  kc.  Steevens. 

So  alfo,  in  the  Gtjla  Romanorum  : **  Cum  lenone  antecedcnte  t 
tuba,  tertia  die  cum  lymphoma  ducitur  JTharfia]  ad  lupanar.  Scd 
Jihehagons  punetps  primus  ingreditur  vclato  corpore.  TharGa  au« 
tem  videos  cum  projccit  fe  ad  pedes  ejus,  2c  ait,"  See.  No  men- 
tion is  made  io  the  Conftjfio  Amanhs  of  this  interview  between 
Atheuagnrai  (the  Lyfimachiu  of  our  play)  aud  the  daughter  of 
Appollinus.  So  that  Shakfpeare  muft  have  takep  this  circum- 
fiance  either  from  King  Appotyn  of  Thyre%  or  fome  other  trauflatiom 
of  the  GrJIa  Rimanomm.  Maions. 

The  fame  circumftaucei  are  alfo  found  in  Twine's  tranflation, 

Stievens. 

B Bow  now?  How  a dozen  of  virginities?)  For  what  piece  raaj 
ft  doacn  of  virginities  he  lad?  So,  m King  Henry  IV.  Fait  Us 
t‘  how  a lcerc  oi  ewes  now?"  Maeom. 
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Bawd.  Now,  the  gods  to-blefs  your  honour! 4 

Boult.  1 am  glad  to  fee  your  honour  in  good 
health. 

Lvs.  You  may  fo;  ’tis  the  better  for  you  that 
your  reforters  Hand  upon  found  legs.  How  now, 
wholefome  iniquity?5  Have  you  that  a tnau  may 
deal  withal,  and  defy  the  furgeon  ? 

Bawd.  We  have  here  one,  fir,  if  (lie  would— 
but  there  never  came  her  like  in  Mitylene. 

Lvs.  If  fhe’d  do  the  deeds  of  darknefs,  thou 
would’ft  fay. 

Bawd.  Your  honour  knows  what  ’tis  to  fay,  well 
enough. 

Lys.  Well;  call  forth,  call  forth. 

Boult.  For  flefh  and  blood,  fir,  white  and  red, 
you  lhall  fee  a rofe  ; and  Ihe  were  a rofe  indeed,  if 
flic  had  but 

Lys.  What,  pr’y thee? 

Boult.  O,  fir,  I can  be  raodeft. 

Lys.  That  dignifies  the  renown  ofabawd.no 
lefs  than  it  gives  a good  report  to  a number  to  be 
chafte.  * 


4 Now,  ikt  gods  to-blefs  ytnr  honour!]  This  ufc  of  to  in  corapo- 
Jiiion  with  verbi  (as  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  remark*)  ii  very  common  in 
Gower  and  Chaucer.  See  Vol.  V.  p.  16$,  n 5.  Stekvins. 

* nholtjomt  inquiety  ?)  Tbui  ihe  quarto,  1609.  The  fe- 

cond  quarto  and  the  modern  edilioni  read  - impunity.  Malone. 

4 That  dignifies  thi  nnown  of  a bawdy  no  Ufs  than  it  givts  a good 
ytfort  to  a nunbtr  $0  bt  shafts .]  Thii  i*  the  reading  of  the  quarto, 
16*9.  The  fcrft  quarto  has — That  dignitiss  See.  Perhaps  the  poet 
wrote — That  dignity  is  the  renown  fce.  The  word  ninihr  is,  I 
believe,  a mifprint;  but  I know  not  how  to  reftify  it. 

Malone* 

The  intended  meaning  of  the  paffage  (hould  faera  to  be  thii: 
**  The  raatk  of  modeRy  i*  no  lefs  fuccefsfully  worn  by  piocuretTea 
tba»  by  wautOBi.  It  pailiaUi  groffacfi  of  profeffioa  in  the  former, 

M 3 
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"Enter  Marina. 

Bawd.  Here  comes  that  which  grows  to  the 
ftatk  ; — never  pluck’d  yet,  1 can  allure  you.  Is  live 
not  a fair  creature  ? 

Lvs.  ’Faith,  Ihe  would  ferve  after  a long  voyage 
at  fea.  Well,  there’s  for  you; — leave  us. 

Bawd.  1 befeech  your  honour,  give  me  leave  : a 
word,  and  I’ll  have  done  prefeutly. 

Lys  I befeech  you,  do. 

Bawd.  Firll,  I would  have  you  note,  this  is  an 
honourable  man. 

[To  Marina,  whom  Jhe  takes  ajide. 

Mar.  I defire  to  find  him  lo,  that  l may  worthily 
note  him. 

Bawd  Next,  he’s  the  governor  of  this  country, 
and  a man  whom  1 am  bound  to. 

Mar.  If  he  govern  the  country,  you  are  bound 
to  him  indeed;  but  how  honourable  he  is  iu  that, 
I know  not. 

Bawd.  ’Pray  you,  without  any  more  virginal 
fencing,’  will  you  ufe  him  kindly?  He  will  line 
your  apron  with  gold. 

Mah.  What  he  will  do  gracioufly,  I will  thank- 
fully receive. 


’while  it  exempli  a multitude  of  the  latter  from  fufpirion  of  being 
what  they  are  ’Til  politick  for  each  to  aflutne  the  appearance  of 
this  quality,  though  neither  of  them  iu  reality  poijefs  it.”—  i join 
with  Mr.  Malone,  however,  in  fuppobng  tbit  femeuce  to  be  conupt. 

Stcivens. 

7 ■■  ■ without  any  mart  virginal  JtntingA  Thil  uncommon  ad- 
jedive  occur*  again  in  Cariolattus : 

V »—  ■ the  virginal  palm*  of  your  daughter!—— 

Vv  A LON'S* 
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Lys.  Have  you  done? 

Bawd.  My  lord,  file’s  not  paced  yet;'  you  raur' 
take  fome  pains  to  work  her  to  your  mans) 
Come,  we  will  leave  his  honour  and  her  together  ' 

[ Exeunt  Bawd,  Pander,  and  Bout 

Lys.  Gothyways. — Now,  pretty  one,  how  loi  g 
have  you  been  at  this  trade? 

Mar.  What  trade,  fir? 

Lys.  What  I cannot  name  but  I firall  offend.* 

Mar.  I cannot  be  offended  with  my  trade 
Plcafeyou  to  name  it. 

Lys.  How  long  have  you  been  of  this  proftfiion  f 

Mar.  Ever  fince  I can  remember. 

Lys.  Did  you  go  to  it  fo  young?  Were  yon  a 
garnefter  at  five,  oral  feven  ?* 

* My  lord , Jhi s not  paced  yeti  ] Sht  hat  not  yet  learned  her 
puts.  Malone. 

* Comtt  we  will  leave  his  honour  and  her  together,  ] The  firft 
quarto  adds — Go  thy  ways.  Thefc  words,  which  denote  both  au- 
thority and  impatience,  1 think,  belong  to  LyGmachus.  He  had 
before  expreffed  bis  deGre  to  be  left  alone  with  Marinas  u — Well 
there's  for  you: — leave  us.'*  Malone. 

Thefe  words  may  Ggnify  only — Go  hack  again;  and  might  have 
been  addrcfTcd  by  the  Bawd  to  Marina,  who  had  offered  to  qui* 
the  room  with  her.  Steevens. 

* What  / cannot  name  but  1 Jkall  offend.  ] The  old  copies  read[r 

Why  1 cannot  name  icc.  Malone. 

J read — What  I caooot  See.  So,  in  M edfure  for  M tafure  : 

“ What  but  to  fpeak  of  would  offend  again.'4 

SntVENf. 

* Were  you  a garnefter  at  five,  or  at  J even  f ] A gameffer  was 
formerly  ufed  to  Ggnify  a wanton.  So,  in  All's  well  that  ends 
wsll : 

•»  She's  impudent,  my  lord, 

«•  And  was  a common  gamejltr  to  the  camp."  MALONii 

N 4 
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Mar.  Earlier  too,  fir,  if  now  I be  one. 

Lys.  ’Why,  ihe  hoofe  yon  dwell  in,  proclaims 
yon  to  be  a CTcamre  of  fale. 

Mar.  Do  you  know  this  heufe  to  be  a place  of 
fneb  refort,  and  will  come  into  it?  1 hear  fay,  yon 
are  of  honourable  parts,  and  are  the  governor  of 
this  place. 

Lys.  Why,  hath  your  principal  made  known 
onto  you  who  1 am? 

Mar.  Who  f$  my  principal  ? 

Lys,  Why,  your  herb-woman ; (he  that  fets  feeds 
and  roots  of  fliamc  and  iniquity.  O,  you  have 
beard  fomethiig  of  my  power,  and  fo  (land  aloof4 
for  more  ferious  wooing.  But  I protefl  to  thee, 
pretty  one,  ray  authority  lhall  not  fee  thee,  or  elfc, 
look  friendly  upon  thee.  Come,  bring  me  to  fome 
private  place.  Come,  come. 

Mar.  If  you  were  born  to  honour,  fltow  it  now;* 


Again,  in  Troilus  and  Crtjjido 

41  — — — flutiifh  fpoils  of  opportunity, 

“ And  daughtn  oj  iht  gom/."  STetvrhi. 

4 — — snd  fo Jiond  aloof  — ] Old  copies —aloft.  Corroded  by 
Mr.  Rowe.  Maloni. 

* If  yon  nun  born  Jo  kont*r%  fhtw  it  nt c* ; ] In  tbe  GtJU  JRoma- 

ttnrumy  Thaifia  (the  Marina  of  tbe  prefect  play]  preftrves  her 
cbaRity  by  the  recital  of  her  ftory:  14  Milerere  roe  propter  Drum, 
k per  Drum  te  adjuro,  uc  roe  violes.  Reftftc  libidini  tux,  k 
•udi  cafus  infelicitatii  roes,  Sc  utide  fim  diligenter  conlidera.  Cut 
cum  univerfos  cafus  fuos  expofuifict,  princeps  confufus  ct  pictate 
pleuus,  ait  ei,— 1 1 Habeo  Sc  ego  hliam  tibi  broilers,  de  qua  liroilcs 
C2fus  roetuo.'  Hare  diceus,  dedit  ei  vigioti  aureos,  dicens,  ecce 
babes  atnplios  pro  virginiute  quam  impoGius  eft.  Die  advenien* 
tibfcs  fccut  roihi  ducifti,  & iiberaberis." 

Tbe  alle&ing  circumllance  which  is  here  faid  to  bavc  flruck  tbe 
piind  of  Athcuagoras,  (tbe  danger  to  which  bis  own  daughter  was 
liable,)  was  probably  omitted  in  the  tianilation.  It  hardly,  other-* 
Vile,  would  have  efcaped  our  author.  Masons* 
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If  put  upon  yon,  make  the  judgement  good 
That  thought  you  worthy  of  it. 

Lrs.  How’s  this?  how’s  this?— Some  more 
be  fage. 8 

Mar.  For  me, 

That  am  a maid,  though  mo  ft  ungentle  fortune 
Hath  plac'd  me  here  within  this  loaihfome  ftie, 
Where,  fince  I came,  difeafes  have  been  fold 
Dearer  than  phyfick, — O that  the  good  gods 
Would  fet  me  free  from  this  unhallow’d  place. 
Though  they  did  change  me  to  the  meaneft  bird 
That  flies  i’the  purer  atr ! 

Lys.  I did  not  think 

Thou  could’ft  have  fpoke  fo  well;  ne’er  dream’ d 
thou  could’ft. 

Had  I brought  hither  a corrupted  mind. 

Thy  fpeech  had  alter’d  it.  Hold,  here’s  gold  for 
tbee : 

Perfever  ftill  in  that  clear  way  thou  goeft,7 
And  the  gods  ftrengthen  thee ! 

Mar.  The  gods  preferve  you ! * 

Lys.  For  me,  be  you  thoughten 

That  I came  with  no  ill  intent;  for  to  me 

i 

It  it  preferved  in  Twine's  tranflation,  as  follows  : 41  Be  of  good 
cheert,  Tbaifia,  for  furely  1 rue  thy  cafe  ; and  I myfelfe  have  alfo  a 
daughter  at  home,  to  wbomc  i doubt  that  the  like  chances  may  be- 
fall/1 See.  Stbivins. 

# Some  more; — be  fage.]  Lyfiraachus  fays  this  with  a facer*. 

— Pntttd  with  your  fine  moral  difeourfe . Malone. 

7 Perjtvtr  Jill  in  that  clear  way  thou  gotjl ,]  Continue  in  your 
prefeut  virtuous  djfpofitioo.  So,  in  The  tut  Ni bit  KinjmtO) 
1634  8 

44  — For  the  fake 

41  Of  clear  virginity,  Jbe  advocate 
44  For  us  and  our  diArcHes.”  Malone, 

[ See  VcL  XVU.  p.  38,  u.  9.  Stuyims. 
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The  very  doors  and  windows  favour  vilely, 
farewell.  1 bou  art  a piece  of  virtue,* **  and 
1 doubt  not  bat  thy  training  hath  been  nob  1 c. 
Hold;  here's  more  gold  for  thee. — 

A cuife  upon  him,  die  he  like  a thief. 

That  robs  thee  of  thy  goodnefs ! If  thou  hear’R 
from  me, 

It  fhallbe  for  thy  good. 

[As  Lysimachus  is  putting  up  his  purje,  Boult 
enters. 

Boult.  1 befeech  yourhonoar,  one  piece  for  me. 
Lys.  Avaunt,  thou  damned  door-keeper!  Your 
houfe. 

Rut  for  this  virgin  that  doth  prop  it  up, 

Would  Gnk,  and  overwhelm  you  all.  Away  ! 

[£*«/  Lysimachus. 
Boult.  How’s  this  ? We  mart  take  another 
courfe  with  you.  If  your  peevifh  chaftity,  which 
is  not  worth  a break  fall  in  the  cheapeft  country 
under  the  cope,5  (hall  undo  a whole  houfehold,  let 
rue  be  gelded  like  a fpaniel.  Come  your  ways. 
AIar.  Whither  would  you  have  me? 

Boult.  1 muft  have  your  maiden  head  taken  off, 
«r  the  common  hangman  (hall  execute  it.  Come 
your  way.  We’ll  have  no  more  gentlemen  driven 
away.  Come  your  ways,  I fay. 

• — - pint  of  »»>/«<,]  This  exprefiion  occuri  in  The  Tenpejl: 

“ ■ ihy  mother  was 

“ A pint  of  virtue Steevens. 

Again,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

»»  Let  not  the  piece  of  virtue , which  is  fet  I 

**  Betwixt  us,——  " 
ivia  is  the  perfon  alluded  to.  Malonb. 

* — ■ ■ under  the  cope,]  i.  e.  under  the  cope  or  covering  of  hea* 
ven.  I he  word  is  thus  ufrd  in  Cynbilin*.  In  Coriotonus  we  hare 
“ under  the  canopy;*'  with  the  fame  meaning.  SriiYftNf. 
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Re-enter  Bawd. 

Bawd.  How  now  ! what’s  the  matter? 

Boult.  Worfe  and  worfe,  miflrefs  ; flic  has  here 
fpoken  holy  words  to  the  lord  Lyfimachus. 

Bawd.  O abominable! 

Boult.  She  makes  our  profeflion  as  it  were  to 
fiink  afore  the  face  of  the  gods." 

Bawd.  Marry,  hang  heT  up  for  ever  ! 

Poult.  The  nobleman  would  have  dealt  with 
her  like  a nobleman,  andfhe  fent  him  away  as  cold 
as  a (nowball;  faying  his  prayers  too. 

Bawd.  Boult,  take  her  away;  ufe  her  at  thy 
plcafure  : crack  the  glafs  of  her  vii  giuity,  and  retake 
the  reft  malleable. J 


* She  makes  our  prof  effort  as  it  mere  to  ftink  afore  the  face  of  lit 
gods ,]  So,  io  Meajure  for  Meafure,  the  Duke  fays  to  the  Bawd: 

44  Caort  thou  believe  thy  living  i»  a life, 

44  So  /linking!}  depending? 

“ Clown . Indeed,  it  docs  Jlink  in  Come  fort,  fir — 

SrfEVEM*. 

• — — crack  the  glafs  of  her  virginity,  and  make  lit  reft  malleable. 
So,  in  the  Gtfta  Aomanorum : “ Altera  die,  adhuc  cam  viigmetm 
audiens,  iratus  [ leno j vocant  villicuoi  puellarmn,  dixit,  due  earn 
ad  te,  8c  frange  nodum  virginitatis  ejus Malonl. 

Here  is  perhaps  fomc  allufion  to  a fad  recorded  by  Dion  Caffius 
and  by  Pliny,  B.  XXXVI.  th.  xxvi.  but  more  circumftanlially  by 
Pctronius.  See  his  Safyricon , Variorum  edit.  p.  1S9.  A fkilful 
workman  who  had  difeovered  the  art  of  m«i<q£  gia/s  malleable , 
carried  a fpecimen  of  it  to  Tiberius,  who  afleed  him  if  he  alone 
was  in  pofreffion  of  the  feerct.  He  replied  io  the  affirmative;  on 
which  the  tyrant  ordered  his  head  to  be  (truck  off  immediately, 
left  his  invention  fhould  have  proved  injurious  to  1)  c workers  \t\ 
gold,  filver,  and  other  metals.  The  fame  ftory,  however,  is  told 
io  the  Uejla  Jiomanmum,  chapter  44.  SrexviM. 
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Boult.  An  if  (lie  were  a thornier  piece  of  ground 
than  (lie  is,  file  fhall  be  plough’d/ 

Mar.  Hark,  hark,  you  gods  5 

Bawd.  She  conjures : away  with  her.  Would 
fhe  had  never  come  within  my  doors!  Marry  hang 
you  ! She’s  born  to  undo  us.  Will  you  not  go  the 
way  of  women-kind?  Marry  come  up,  my  difli  of 
chaftity  with  rofemarv  and  bays  ! 4 [Exit  Bawd. 

Boult.  Come,  miflrels  ; come  your  way  with 
me. 

Mar.  Whither  would  you  have  me  ? 

Boult.  To  take  from  you  the  jewel  you  hold  {• 
dear. 

Mar.  Pr’ythee,  tell  me  one  thing  firft. 

Boult.  Come  now,  your  one  thing  ;* 

Mar.  What  canft  thou  with  thine  enemy  to  be  ? 

Boult.  Why,  I could  wifli  him  to  be  my  mailer, 
or  rather,  my  millrcfs. 

Mar.  Neither  of  thefe  are  yetfo  bad  as  thou  art,* 
Since  they  do  better  thee  in  their  command. 


? ——  Jhe  Jhall  be  plough’d.]  So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

“ She  made  great  Caefar  lay  hit  fword  to  bed, 

**  He  plough'd  her,  and  (he  cropp’d.”  Steevens. 

• — — my  difh  of  cha/lily  with  rofemary  and  bays  M Anciently 
many  difhei  were  ferved  up  with  tbit  garniture,  during  the  feafoa 
•f  Chrifttnai.  The  bawd  meant  to  call  her  a piece  of  ofteutatiouft 
virtue.  Stfevcns. 

• Mar.  Pr'jtkeCi  tell  me  one  thing  JirJl, 

Boult.  Cinu  now,  your  one  thing;]  So,  in  King  Henry  IV . 
fart  II  : 

44  P-  Hen.  Shall  I tell  thee  one  thing.  Point!* 

M Point  Go  to,  I Haud  the  pu(h  of  your  one  thing."  Malone. 

• Neither  of  tkrfe  are  yet  fo  bad  at  thou  or/,]  The  word/#/  wat 
%fcrttd  by  Mr.  Rowe  for  the  fake  of  the  metre.  Maloni. 
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Thouhold’fta  place,  for  which  the  pained’fl  fiend 
Of  hell  would  not  in  reputation  change: 

Thou’rt  the  damn’d  door-keeper  to  .every  coyftrel 
That  hither  gomes  enquiring  for  his  tib  ; ' 

To  the  cholerick  filling  of  each  rogue  thy  ear 

Is  liable;  thy  very  food  is  fuch 

As  hath  been  belch'd  on  by  infefted  lungs. ' 

Boult.  What  would  you  have  me  do  ? go  to  the 
wars,  would  you?  where  a man  may  ferve  feveu 
years  for  the  lofs  of  a leg,  and  have  not  money 
enough  in  the  end  to  buy  him  a wooden  one? 

Mar.  Do  any  thing  but  this  thou  doeft.  Empty 
Old  receptacles,  common  fewers,  of  filth! 

Serve  by  indenture  to  the  common  hangman: 


7 . to  eitt f coyftrel 

That  hither  comes  enquiring  Jot  kis  tib;]  To  every  mean  oc 
drunken  fellow  that  comet  to  enquire  for  a girl.  CojJlirel  is  pro- 
pcily  a wine- vcflcl.  Tib  is,  1 thiuk  a coutradion  of  Tabiika.  ffe 
was  formerly  a cant  name  fur  a ftrumpet.  See  Vol.  IX.  p.  G9,  o.  6. 

Maloni. 

Tib  was  a common  nick-nnmc  for  a wanlon.  So,  in  Xofce 
[humours)  by  Richard  Turner,  1607  : 

14  They  wondred  much  at  loro,  but  at  Tib  more, 

44  Fauh  (quoth  the  vickcr)  * ti s an  cxleot  whore." 

Again,  in  Churchyard's  Choi/e  : 

44  Tu(he,  that’s  a toye,  let  Torokio  talke  of  Tibb." 

CojJItcI  means  a paltry  fellow.  This  word  teems  to  be  corrupted 
from  kejlrtl%  a ball-nd  kind  of  hawk.  It  occurs  in  Shakfpeare** 
Twelfth  Nighty  Ad  1.  fc.  iii  Spcofer,  Bacon,  and  Drydcu,  a'fo 
mention  the  kefir  el ; and  Kajtril , Ben  Jonfou’s  angry  boy  in  The 
Altkemif,  it  ouly  a variation  of  the  fttne  term.  The  word  coyjtrei 
in  (hort,  wat  employed  to  charaderife  any  worthlcfs  or  ridiculous 
being.  Steevens. 

* As  kalk  been  belch'd  on  bv  infeded  lungs.]  Marina,  who  ia 
defigoed  for  a charader  of  juvenile  innocence,  appears  much  too 

knowing  in  the  impurities  of  a brothel  ; nor  arc  her  expredoas 
aaere  chaftifed  than  her  ideas.  Stsevini. 
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Any  of  thefc  ways  are  better  yet  than  this:  * 

For  that  which  thou  profeflell,  a baboon. 

Could  he  but  (peak,  would  own  a name  too  dear.* 

0 that  the  gods  would  (afely  from  this  place 
Deliver  me!  Here,  here  is  gold  for  thee. 

If  that  thy  matter  would  gain  aught  by  me, 
Proclaim  that  1 can  fing,  weave,  lew,  and  dance, 
V\ith  other  virtues,  which  I’ll  keep  from  boait  ; 
And  1 will  undertake  all  thefc  to  teach. 

1 doubt  not  but  this  populous  city  will 
Yield  many  fcholars.1 

Boult.  But  can  you  teach  all  this  you  fpcak  of? 
Mar.  Prove  that  I cannot,  take  me  home  again, 
And  proflitute  me  to  the  baled  groom3 

1 Any  of  tkefe  ways  are  better  yet  than  this  .*]  The  old  copiel 
read : 

Any  ef  theft  ways  are  yet  better  than  this. 

For  this  flight  ir  iafpofitioD  I am  accountable.  Malone. 

• for  that  which  thou  profejfeft,  a baboon. 

Could  he  hut  /ftoh%  would  ou/n  a name  too  dear .]  The  old  copy 

thus : 

For  n hat  thou  p’ofejftjl , a haboOn%  could  he  fptaky 
Would  Oun  a name  toe  drar. 

Th’t  is,  a baboon  would  think  his  tribe  difbonoured  by  fuclt  a pro* 
ft  (lion,  lago  fa  vs,  *•  Ere  I would  drown  ni)felf,  See.  I would 
change  my  humanity  with  a baboon." 

Marina's  with  for  deliverance  from  her  (hamrful  fituation,  has 
been  alreadv  expreffed  io  aimoft  the  fame  woids; 

“ ■■  — O that  the  good  gods 

Would  fcl  me  free  from  this  unhallow'd  place  I*' 

In  this  fpccch  1 have  made  Conte  trilling  regulations.  Stievkns. 
3 I doubt  not  1 ut  this  populous  city  will 

Yteid  many  fthvla>s  J The  fheme  by  which  Marina  etfcQs  her 
teleale  from  die  bioihcl,  the  poet  adopted  from  the  Conjejjio  A mantis . 

Malone.- 

All  this  is  likewife  found  in  Twine's  tranflation.  Stefvens. 

• And  pro  fit  lute  me  to  the  hafejt  groom  — ] So,  in  King  Henry  V : 

“ Like  a bafe  pander,  hold  the  chamber-door, 

“ Whiltt  by  a Gave,  no  gentler  than  my  dog, 

44  His  faireft  daughter  it  contaminate."  Sieavans. 
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That  doth  frequent  your  houfc. 

.Boult.  Well,  J will  fee  what  I can  do  for  thee: 
if  I can  place  thee,  I will. 

Mar.  But,  amongft  honefl  women  ? 

Boult.  ’Faith,  ray  acquaintance  lies  little  amongft 

them.  But  fince  my  mailer  and  miftrefs  have 
bonght  yon,  there’s  no  going  but  by  their  confent: 
therefore  I will  make  them  acquainted  with  your 
purpofe,  and  I doubt  not  but  1 fliali  find  them 
tradable  enough."  Come,  I’ll  do  lor  thee  what  I 
can ; come  your  ways.  [ Exeunt. 


ACT  V. 


Enter  Gower, 


Gow.  Marina  thus  the  brothel  fcapes,  and 
chances 

Into  an  honefl  houfc,  our  ftory  fays. 

She  fings  like  one  immortal,  and  Ihe  dance* 
As  goddefs  like  to  her  admired  lays : 5 


J~tU‘  nougk.  ] So,  in  Twine**  tranC-* 

* . he  brake  with  tht  bawd  hi.  matter  touching  that 

.»m7p«?uVd.d“r,%^L1;r..'km’ ,nd  ho«,i°*for‘b«  *-«.  "» 

ard Jhe  damn 

A,  goddcf.-ltke  ,0  k'T  tdmirtd  It,,  ; j Thil  compound  ilhc, 
punch  » not  common;  it  .gain  ufed  by  qur  author  in  Cjnbtlitti 

u# aud  undergoes, 

••  More  goddt/i-liit  than  wife-likc,  fuch  affault. 

“ A.  would  take  in  fome  rirtue."  Maiohi. 

Ag»iu,  in  Tie  Vfinltr't  T tit ; 

h —— gvddtji-liit  prauk’d  ip,"  Stunsi, 


PERICLES 


Deep  clerks  fhc  dnmbs;4  and  with  her  neeld 
compofcs  5 

Nature's  own  fhape,  of  bud,  bird,  branch,  or 
berry  ? 

That  even  her  art  filters  the  natural  rofes  ;® 
Her  inkle,  liik,  twin  with  the  rubied  cherry  :* 

* Deep  clerks  /&e  dumbs;  ] This  uncommon  vcib  it  alfo  found 
in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  : 

44 lhat  what  I would  have  fpoke 

44  Was  beaftly  dumb’d  bv  him.*'  Si  LEVINS* 

So,  in  A Miit/ummer  Night's  Dream: 

44  Where  I have  come,  great  cltrkt  have  purpofed 
44  To  gieet  roc  with  ptemeditated  welcomes  ; 

44  Wheie  l have  (een  them  {h'vcraod  'ook  pale, 

44  Make  periods  in  the  mtcltt  of  fentences, 

44  Ihioule  their  pradtt'd  accents  in  their  fears, 

44  And,  in  ennelufion,  d unity  have  broke  oil, 

44  Not  paying  me  a welcome.*’ 

Thefe  paflaees  arc  rompated  onlv  On  account  of  the  fimilarity  of 
expreffion,  the  fc  mi  nun  tv  being  verv  different.  Thefrus  confounds 
thofe  who  addrefs  him,  by  his  fuperioi  dignity;  Matin*  fileoces 
the  learned  petfons  with  whom  (he  converges,  by  her  literary  fupc* 
riority.  Malone. 

4 — — and  with  her  neeld  eompofes — ] Neeld  for  needle . So 
in  tbc  tranllation  of  Lucan’s  Vnn^Jalia.  bv  fir  A Gorges,  1614: 
*4 Like  pricking  neeids,  or  points  oi  fwords.” 

Malone, 

4 That  evm  her  art  fitters  the  natural  reft  if]  I have  not  met  with 
this  word  in  any  other  wiiter.  It  is  again  ufed  by  our  author  in 
A Lover's  Complaint , 1609  : 

44  Fiom  off  a bill,  whofe  concave  womb  reworded 

44  A plainiful  ttory  from  a JeJt’riug  vale Malone, 

1 Her  inkle,  JiU%  twin  with  the  rubied  cherry  : J lnile  is  a fpecies 
of  tape.  It  is  mentioned  in  Love's  Labeur's  Lofl%  and  in  Tis 
Winter's  fait.  All  the  copies  read,  I think  corruptly, — twine  with 
the  rubied  cherry.  The  word  which  I have  fubttiiuted  is  ufed  by 
Shakfpeare  in  Oikeito  : • 

44  Though  be  had  twinn'd  with  roe,  both  at  a birth,——.'* 
Again,  in  Coriotanus  : 

44 who  train  as  it  were  in  love."  Malone. 

Again,  more  appofucly,  in  The  Two  Noble  Kw/men^  by  Fletchers 
44  Her  twinning  cherries  (hail  their  (WECtncfi  fall 
14  Upon  thy  tattcful  lips." 
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That  pupils  lacks  fhe  none  of  noble  race, 

Who  pour  their  bounty  on  her;  and  her  gain 
She  gives  the  curfed  bawd.  Here  rve  her  place;* 
And  to  her  father  turn  our  thoughts  again. 
Where  we  left  him,  on  the  fea.  We  there  him 
loft;9 

Whence,  driven  before  the  winds,  he  is  arriv’d 
Here  where  his  daughter  dwells;  and  on  this 
coaft 

Suppofe  him  now  at  anchor.  The  city  ftriv’d 
God  Neptune’s  annual  'feaft  to  keep:*  from 
whence 

Lyfnnachus  our  Tyrian  fliip  efpies. 

His  banners  fable,  trimm’d  with  rich  expence; 
And  to  him  in  his  barge  with  fervour  hies. 3 

Inkit,  however,  as  I am  informed,  anciently  figtified  a particular 
kind  of  crewel  or  tuorfted  with  which  ladies  worked  flowers,  fcc. 
It  will  not  cafily  be  difeovered  how  Marina  could  work  fuch  re* 
fcmblauccs  of  nature  with  tape.  Stievens. 

# - — Here  we  her  place;  1 So,  the  firft  quarto.  The  other 
copies  read, — Leave  we  her  place.  Malone. 

• Whtrt  we  left  Aim,  on  Iht  fea.  We  there  him  loft  ; ] The  firft 
quarto  reads — We  there  him  left.  The  editor  of  that  in  1619, 
finding  the  paflage  corrupt,  altered  it  entirely.  He  reads  $ 

Where  we  lejt  him  at Jta,  tumbled  and  toft  ; 

The  correfponding  rhyme,  coaft,  (hews  that  left , in  the  firft  edition, 
was  only  a mifprint  for  loft.  Malone. 

* The  city  ftiiv’d 

God  Neptune's  annual  Jeaft  to  keep:]  The  citizens  vied  with 
each  other  in  celebrating  the  feaft  of  Neptune.  This  bar  Ox  exp  ref* 
fion  was  forced  upon  the  author  by  the  rhyme.  Malone. 

I fufped  that  our  author  wrote  : 

— ■ Tkt  city  t hiv’d 

God  Neptune's  annual  Jeaft  to  keep  : . 

i.  e.  the  citizens,  00  the  prefent  occafion,  are  colle&ed  like  bees  in 
a hive.  Shakfpeare  has  the  fame  verb  in  The  Merchant  0)  Venice: 
— -**  Drones  hioe  not  with  me."  Steevens. 

1 And  to  him  in  kis  barge  witk  fervour  hies.  ] This  is  one  of  the 
few  paflages  in  this  play,  ia  which  the  error  of  the  fiity  copy  i) 

Vol.  XX.  O 
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In  yonr  fuppofing  once  more  put  your  fight; 
Of  heavy  Peiicies  think  this  the  bark  : 4 
Where,  what  is  done  in  a&ion,  more,  if  might, s 
Shall  be  difcovcr’d;  pleaie  you,  fit,  and  hark. 

[ Exit. 


torrefied  io  the  fccond.  The  tided  quarto  reads  unintelligibly  — 
■with  former  hies.  Malone. 

4 In  )Our  fuppofing  ovee  mote  put  yevr  fi^ht  ; 

Of  heavy  Ferities  think  this  the  barks]  Once  more  put  your 
fight  under  the  guidance  of  your  imagination.  Snppoje  you  Jet 
what  we  cannot  exhibit  to  you  ; think  this  ftage,  on  which  I itandf 
the  bark  of  the  cDclaochoiy  Pericles.  So  before: 

44  In  your  imagination  hold 

44  This  ftage,  the  fhip,  upon  whofe  deck 

“ The  fea-tofi'd  Pericles  appears  to  fpeak." 

Again  in  King  Henry  V : 

“ ■- Behold 

“ In  the  quick  forge  and  working-houfe  of  thought.9* 

Again,  ibidem : 

44  yn nr  eyes  advance 

44  After  your  thoughts." 

Again,  ibidem  : 

44  Work,  wotk  your  thoughts , and  therein  fee  a fiegc.*' 

Again,  ibidem : 

44  Play  with  your  fandes%  and  in  them  behold 
44  Upon  the  hempen  tackle  ffiip-boys  climbing,**  &e. 

Again,  in  King  Richard  III  : 

44  ■ all  will  come  to  nought; 

44  When  fuch  bad  dealing  mod  be  Jee  a in  thought" 

The  quarto,  1609,  reads  : 

Of  heavy  Pericles  think  this  his  bark: 
and  fuch  alfo  is  the  reading  of  the  copy  printed  in  1619.  The 
folio  reads — On  heavy  Pericles,  See.  If  this  be  right,  the  pa Gage 
fhould  be  regulated  differently:  t 

And  to  him  in  his  barge  with  fervour  kies, 

Jv  your  fuppojng.  — Once  more  put  your  Jight 
On  heavy  Pericles  ; 8cc. 

Ton  mnfl  now  aid  me  with  your  imagination , and  fuppofe  Lyfitna- 
chus  battening  in  his  barge  to  go  on  board  the  Tyrian  fhip.  Once 
more  behold  the  melancholy  Pericles,  8cc.  But  the  former  is,  ia 
my  opinion,  the  true  reading  To  exhort  the  audience  merely  to 
behold  Pericles,  was  very  unneceGafy;  as  in  the  enfuing  fcenc  he 
would  of  courfe  be  reprefented  to  them.  Gower’s  principal  office 
in  thefe  cborufTes  is,  to  perfuade  the  fpcfiators(  not  tu  ufe,  but  tit 
dilbelieve,  their  cyn.  Malons. 
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SCENE  t. 

On  board  Pericles’  fhip  , ojf  Mitylenc.  A clofe  Pa - 
vilion  On  deck , with  a curtain  before  it ; Pericles 
within  it,  reclined  on  a couch . A barge  lying  befide 
the  Tyrian  vejfel. 

Enter  two  Sailors,  one  belonging  to  the  Tyrian  vejfel, 
the  other  to  the  barge;  to  them  Helicanus. 

Tyr.  Sail.  Where’s  the  lord  Helicanus?  he  can 
refolve  you.  [ To  the  Sailor  oj Mitylene. 
O here  he  is. 

Sir,  there’s  a barge  put  off  from  Mitylene, 

And  in  it  is  Lyfimachus  the  governor. 

Who  craves  to  come  aboard.  What  is  yonr  will? 
Hel.  That  he  have  his.-  Call  up  fome  gentle- 
men. 

Tyr.  Sail.  Ho,  gentlemen!  my  lord  calls. 

Enter  two  Gentlemen, 
j.  Gent.  Doth  your  lotdlhip  call? 

* Where,  v >hat  it  done  in  aSion,  more,  if  ] IVktre  all  (hit 

may  be  difp’ayrd  in  aflion,Jhall  be  exhibited  ; and  more  fhould  le  Jhonidt 
ij  our  f age  would  permit.  The  poet  Teems  to  be  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  reprefenting  the  enfuing  feene.  More,  if  might, — is  the 
teaming  of  the  full  quarto  The  modern  copies  read,  unintelli- 
gibly,— more  of  might.  Malonf. 

More  oj  might  i.  e.  oj  more  might  (were  there  authority  for  fuch  a 
reading)  fhould  feem  to  mean — of  greater  confe qutnee.  Such  tningl 
we  (ball  exhibit.  As  to  the  reft,  let  your  imaginations  didata  to 
your  eyes.  We  fhould,  oiherwife,  read: 

Where,  of  n hat' % done  in  otfion,  more,  ij  might , 

Should  bt  itjaver'di*  ■■■,  Steevins. 

O a 


Digitized  by  Google 


PERICLES, 


4 


*96 

Hel.  Gentlemen, 

There  is  fome  of  worth  would  come  aboard ; I pray 
you, 

To  greet  them  fairly. 

[The  Gentlemen  and  the  two  Sailors  dtjeend, 
and  go  on  bfard  the  barge. 

Enter,  from  thence,  Lysimachus  and  Lords;  the 
Tyrian  Gentlemen,  and  the  two  Sailors. 

Tyr.  Sail.  Sir, 

This  is  the  man  that  can,  in  aught  you  would, 
Refolve  yon. 

Lys.  Hail,  reverend  fir!  The  gods  preferve you! 
Hel.  And  you,  fir,  to  out-live  the  age  I am, 
And  die  as  I would  do. 

Lys.  Yon  wilh  me  well. 

Being  on  fhore,  honouring  of  Neptune’s  triumphs. 
Seeing  this  goodly  vefiel  ride  before  us, 

1 made  to  it,  to  know  of  whence  you  arc. 

Hel.  Firft,  fir,  what  is  your  place  ? 

Lys.  I am  governor  of  this  place  you  lie  before. 
Hel.  Sir, 

OurvelTel  is  of  Tyre,  in  it  the  king; 

A man,  who  for  this  three  months  hath  not  fpoken 
To  any  one,  nor  taken  fuftcnancc, 

But  to  prorogue  his  grief.' 

8 »— — greet  them  fairly.  ] Thu*  the  folio.  The  quarto,  *603* 
ha* — £'«et  Aim  fairly.  Malonf.. 

7 But  to  prorogue  kit  griff.]  To  lengthen  or  prolong  his  grief. 
The  modern  edition*  read  unneceflarily  : 

But  to  prolong  kis  grief 

Prorogued  it  vi  fed  by  our  author  in  Romeo  and  Juliet  for  dtlajtde 
“ My  lif*  were  better  ended  by  their  hate, 
y Thau  death  prorogued  wanting  of  thy  love.**  Maioni. 
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L vs.  Upon  what  ground  is  his  diflemperature? 
Hel.  Sir,  it  would  be  too  tedious  *o  repeat  ;* 

But  the  main  grief  of  all  fprings  from  the  lofs 
Of  a beloved  daughter  and  a wife. 

Lys.  May  we  not  fee  him,  then  ?! 

Hel.  You  may  indeed,  fir. 

But  bootlefs  is  your  fight;  he  will  not  Ipcak 
To  any. 

Lys.  Yet,  let  me  obtain  my  wifli. 

Hel.  Behold  him,  fir;  [Pericles  dijeovered .]* 
this  was  a goodly  perfon, 

Till  the  difafler,  that,  one  mortal  night, 

Drove  him  to  this.4 


' Sir,  it  would  h See.  ] For  the  infertion  of  the  fupptemeoui 
vord  (Sir)  here  and  io  the  next  fpccch  but  oue,  at  well  at  iu  the 
fcrft  addrefs  of  Helicauus  to  Lyfimachus,  I am  accountable. 

Malone. 

* Pericles  difeovered.]  Few  of  the  iUge-diredions  that  have  been 
given  in  this  and  the  preceding  afls,  are  found  in  the  old  copy.  la 
the  original  reprefentation  of  thit  play,  Pericles  was  probably 
placed  in  the  back  part  of  the  flage.  concealed  by  a curain,  which 
was  here  drawn  open.  The  anticot  narratives  reprefent  him  as 
remaining  in  the  cabin  of  his  (hip.  Thus,  in  the  Conftjjco  Amonlis , 
it  is  faid  : 

41  But  for  all  that  though  hero  be  lotbe, 

41  He  [ Alhenagoras,  the  govetnor  of  Mitylenc,]  fonde  the 
ladder  and  doune  he  gatk 
41  And  to  him  fpake-.  ■ '* 

So  alfo,  in  King  Appcljn  of  Tkyre%  i5io:  “ he  is  here 

lent  the  iu  tenebres  and  obfeurete,  and  for  nothinge  that  I may  doe 
he  wyll  not  yffue  out  of  the  place  where  as  be  is.” — But  as  in  fuch 
a Gtuation  Pericles  would  not  be  viGble  to  the  audience,  a different 
fhge-dirc&icm  is  now  given.  Malone. 

* Till  Ike  difoJler%  that%  one  mortal  night, 

Drove  kim  io  this.  ] The  copies  all  read — one  mortal  wigkt. 
The  word  which  I fuppofe  the  author  to  have  written,  affords  an 
eafy  feufe.  Mortol  is  here  ufed  for pernicious^  dtjtruthve.  So,  ift 
block tli  : 

44  Hold  the  ip  if  to}  fw  oid."  Malone. 

o a 
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Lys.  Sir.  king,  all  hail!  the  gods  preferve  you! 
Hail, 

Hail,  royal  fir*! 

Hel  It  is  in  vain  ; he  will  not  fpcak  to  yon. 

I.  Lokd.  Sir,  we  have  a maid  in  Mitylene,3  I durft 
wager. 

Would  win  loine  words  of  him. 

Lys.  ’Tis  well  bethought. 

She,  queflionlefs,  with  her  fvveet  harmony 
And  other  choice  attritions,  would  allure, 

And  make  a battery  through  his  deafen’d  parts, 
Which  how  arc  midway  hopp’d:  4 

9 Sir , we  have  a maid  &c.  ] This  eircumftance  referable*  another 
in  Alt's  well  that  ends  well , where  Lufcu  give*  an  account  of  He- 
lena’s attraction*  to  the  king,  before  llic  is  introduced  to  attempt  hi# 
cure.  SitfiVtNS. 

4 And  make  a ballerj  through  his  deafen’d  parts , 

Which  now  a e midway  Jtopp'd:]  The  earlifft  quarto  reads— 
drf  nJ  parts.  1 have  no  doubt  that  the  poet  wrote  — through  his 
ehafen'd  parts, — i.  e.  ears;  which  were  to  be  afl.uled  by  the  melo- 
dious voice  of  Marina.  In  the  old  quarto  few  of  the  participles 
have  an  elifton- mark.  This  kiud  of  phr.ifc'ology,  though  it  uov# 
appears  uncouth,  was  com  non  in  our  author'*  time. 

Thus,  in  the  poem  entitled  Rirneus  and  Juliet : 

■“  Did  not  thy  parts , foidon  with  pain,  languilh  away  and 
pine  ?” 

Again,  more  appoGtcly,  ibidem: 

“ Her  dainty  tender  parts  ’can  fhiver  all  for  dread  ; 

«*  Her  golden  hair  did  hand  upright  upon  her  chil’ifla 
head.  '* 

Again,  in  our  poet  * Venus  and  Adonis: 

**  Or,  were  I dpaf,  thy  outward  parts  would  move 
•*  Each  part  in  me  that  were  but  fcnGble." 

Again,  iu  hi*  Cgth  Sonnet  : 

**  Thofe  parts  rf  thee,  that  the  world’s  eye  doth  view,”  fcc. 
Slopp'd  is  a word  which  we  frequently  Hud  councdcd  with  the 
far.  So,  in  King  Ri  hard  II: 

**  Gaunt.  My  death’s  fad  tale  may  not  undeaf  his  ear. 

Tori.  Noj  it  is  flopp'd  with  other  flattciiug  founds.*' 

MALONE 
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She,  all  as  happy  as  of  all  the  faireft, 

Is,  with  her  fellow  maidens,  now  within 
The  leafy  flicker  that  abuts  againft 
The  iQand’s  fide.4 

[He  whifpers  one  of  the  attendant  Lords.  Exit 

Lord,  in  the  barge  of  Lysimachos.5 


Mr.  Malone's  explanation  is  fully  fupported  by  a line  in  Antony 
and  Cleopatra: 

44  Slake  battery  to  our  ears  with  the  loud  mufick.” 

Holt  White. 

Perhaps  we  fhould  read— his  deafen’d  ports . Thus,  in  Timon  : 

44  Defcend,  and  open  your  uncharged  ports." 
i.  e.  gates.  Deafen'd  ports  would  mean  the  oppilated  doors  of 
hearing.  In  King  Henry  IV . Part  II.  we  have  44  the  gates  of 
bjeath."  Ste  evens. 

* She,  all  as  happy  as  of  all  the  fair  e ft 

Is,  with  her  fellow  mai-Icos,  now  within  &€.]  Old  copy  : 

She  is  as  happy,  as  the  faireji  of  all. 

And,  with  her  fellow-maids,  is  now  upon 
The  leaf,  (hclter Stefvf.ns. 

Marina  might  be  faid  to  be  under  the  leafy  fhelter,  but  1 know 
not  how  (he  could  he  upon  it;  nor  have  I a clear  idea  of  a Jhelter 
abutting  againit  the  fide  of  an  iflatid.  I would  read  : 

■ is  now  upon 

The  leafy  (h river,  that  abuts  againjl 
The  ijloni's f ie. 

i.  e.  the  Jhrluing  bonk  near  the  fea-fide,  (haded  by  adjoining  trees. 
It  appears  from  Gower,  that  the  fcaft  of  Neptune  was  celebrated 
• n the  frond  : 

44  The  lordes  both  and  the  commune 
44  The  high  feftes  of  Neptune 
44  Upon  the  fronde , at  rivage, 

44  As  it  was  eufloroe  and  u fage, 

44  Solempueliche  tbei  be  figli." 

So,  beforein  thisfeene; 

44  Being  on  Jhore,  honouring  of  Neptune's  triumphs, — 

Marina  and  her  fellow-maids,  we  may  fuppofe,  had  retired  a 
little  way  from  the  croud,  and  feated  themfelvcs  under  the  adjoin- 
induces,  to  fee  the  triumph,  ibis  circumllauce  was  an  invention 
of  the  poet's.  In  King  Appolyn  of  Ihyre , 1 iiarfyc,  the  Marina  of 
thin  play,  is  brought  from  tlte  borJel  where  (lie  bad  been  placed. 
1m  the  Conf'/fxo  Amantis , (he  is  fummoned,  by  order  of  the  gover- 
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Hel.  Sure  all’s  effe&lefs  ; yet  nothing  we’ll  omit 
That  bears  recovery’s  name.  But,  fince  your  lcind- 
neis 

We  have  ftretch’d  thus  far,  let  us  befcech  yo* 
further, 

That  for  our  gold  we  may  proviGon  have, 

Wherein  we  are  not  deftitute  for  want, 

Eut  weary  for  the  ftalenefs. 

Lys.  O,  fir,  a courtefy. 

Which  if  we  fhonld  deny,  the  mofl  juft  God 
For  every  graff  would  fend  a caterpillar. 

And  fo  inflift  our  province.5 — Yet  once  more 


oor,  from  the  ktuejl  houje  to  which  (he  had  retreated.— The  word* 
with  and  is,  which  I have  iofertcd}  are  oot  iu  the  old  copy. 

Malom. 

If  any  alteration  be  thought  neceffary,  I would  read:  41  And  i a 
oo w about  the  leafy  {belter/’  ioflcad  of  upon.  M.  Mason. 

Mr.  M.  Mafon's  alteration  cannot  be  admitted,  as  the  words 
about  and  abut  would  be  fo  near  each  other  as  to  occaGcn  the  moH 
barbarous  difTonince.  — I have  at  leail  printed  the  pillage  fo  as  to 
affo'd  it  fmoothnefs,  and  fome  apparent  meaning.  St«vik*. 

G Exit  Lord%  in  the  barge  of  LjJimachus.]  It  may  feern  ftraogc 
that  a fable  fhould  have  been  cbofen  to  form  a drama  upon,  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  buficefs  of  the  laft  ad  {bould  be 
tranfaded  at  fea  ; and  wherein  it  (bould  even  be  neceffary  to  pro- 
duce two  vclfels  on  the  fccne  at  the  fame  time.  But  the  cuBoms  and 
exhibitions  of  the  modern  Bage  give  this  objection  to  the  play  be- 
fore us  a greater  weight  than  it  really  bas.  It  appears,  that,  when 
Ferities  was  originally  performed,  the  theatres  were  furnifhed  with 
oo  fuefi  apparatus  as  by  any  Bretch  of  the  imagination  could  he 
foppofed  to  prefent  either  a fea,  ora  (hip;  aud  that  the  audience 
were  contented  to  behold  vcflcls  failing  in  and  out  of  port,  in  their 
mind's  eye  only.  This  licence  being  once  granted  to  the  poet,  the 
lord,  in  the  inflanre  now  before  us,  walked  off  the  Bage,  and  re- 
turned again  in  a few  minutes,  leading  in  Marina,  without  any  fen- 
Bble  impropriety;  and  the  prefeot  drama,  exhibited  before  fuch 
indulgent  fpefialort,  was  not  more  incommodious  in  the  reprtfen- 
tation  than  any  other  would  have  been.  See  The  Hiflorical  account 
9]  the  Engli/h  Stage , Vol.  III.  Malons. 

7 And  ft  inflici  ttr  }r  evince.  ] Thus  all  ^hc  copies.  But  Ido 
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Let  me  entreat  to  know  at  large  the  caufe 
Of  your  king’s  forrow. 

Hel.  Sit,  fir,’  I will  recount  it;— . 

But  lee,  I am  prevented. 

Enter,  from  the  barge,  Lord,  Mahina,  and  ayottng 
Lady. 

Lys.  O,  here  is 

The  lady  that  I f^nt  for.  Welcome,  fair  one! 

1s  t not  a goodly  prefence?  * 

Hel.  A gallant  la'dy. 

Lys.  She’s  fuch,  that  were  I well  allur'd  fh« 
come 

Of  gentle  kind  and  noble  flock.  I’d  wifh 
No  better  choice,  and  think  me  rarely  wed. 
hair  one,  ail  guodnefs  that  conftfts  in  bounty 
Expeft  even  here,  where  is  a kingly  patient:  * 


not  believe  /•  infliS  was  ever  ufed  by  itfelf  in  the  feofe  of  to 
p\ atijh.  The  poet  probably  wrote — And  fo  ajjlid  our  province. 

Malone. 

* Sit,  Jir%  ] Thus  the  tided  quarto.  The  modern  editions  read 
—Sir,  fir.  Malone. 

* 1st  not  a goodly  prefence?  ] Is  (he  not  beautiful  id  her  form? 
So,  in  Kingjihn  i 

“ Lord  of  thy  puftngt,  and  no  land  befide." 

All  the  copies  read,  I think  eorruptedly  : 

Is  it  a goodly  prefeut  ? Malone. 

Mr.  Malone's  emendation  is  undoubtedly  judicious.  So,  in 
fom/o  and  Juliet: 

»»  Show  a fair  prejt  net,  and  put  off  tbefe  frowns.*" 

STB  EVENS. 

* Fair  ooe,  all  goodntjs  Ikal  tonjijls  in  bountj 

ExpeB  tvtn  here,  where  is  a kingly  patient:  ] The  quartfi, 
7609,  reads: 

fair  on,  all  gudnejs  that  i$»J»Jls  in  beauty  ifg. 
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If  that  thy  profperous-artificial  feat* 


The  editor  of  the  fecond  quarto  in  1619,  finding  this  unintelli- 
gible, altered  the  text,  aud  printed — Fair  and  all  gnodnefs,  See. 
which  renders  the  pillage  ooufenfe  — Ont  was  formerly  written  on  g 
and  hence  they  aie  peipetually  confounded  in  our  ancient  dramas. 

See  Vol.  XI  p 390.  u.  6.  The  latter  part  of  the  line,  which 
was  corrupt  in  all  the  copies,  has  been  happily  amended  by  Mr. 
Stccvens.  Malone. 

i I fhould  think,  that  inftead  of  beauty  we  ought  to  read  bounty. 
All  the  good  that  confifts  in  beauty  Ihe  brought  with  her.  But  (he 
had  rcafoo  to  exped  the  bounty  of  her  kingly  patient,  if  fhe  proved 
fuccefsful  in  his  cure.  Indeed  Lyfimachus  tells  her  fo  afterward* 
in  clearer  language.  The  prefect  cirtumftancc  puts  us  in  mind  of 
what  paffes  between  Helena  aud  the  K.iog,  in  All's  will  that  ends 
U till.  STEEVtNS. 

* If  that  tk ; proffer  Out -artificial  feat  4*  c.  ] OVd  copy: 

If  that  Iky  profperous  and  artificial  See.  Steevens. 

“ Veni  ad  me,  Tharfia;  ” (fays  Athenagoras)  **  ubi  nunc  art 
fudiorum  tuorura  nt  confoleris  dominum  navisin  tenebris  fedentem  ; 
ut  provoces  eum  exire  ad  lucem,  quia  nimis  dolet  pro  coojuge  et 
filiafui?” — Gefta  Rorranorumy  p.  586,  edit.  i558. 

The  old  copy  has — artificial  fate . For  this  emendation  the 

reader  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Percy.  Feat  and  fate  are  at  this  day  pro- 
nounced  in  Warwirkfh're  alike  ; and  ftich,  l have  no  doubt,  was 
tbe  pronunciation  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Hence  the  (wq 
words  were  eaGlv  confounded.  [ See  Mr.  Malone’s  Supplement,  See. 
to  Shakfprare.  Vol.  I p.  411,  n.  1.  J 

A paffage  in  Meafurt  Jor  Meafure  may  add  fupport  to  Dr.  Percy** 
very  happy  emendation  : 

•*  —In  her  youth 

There  is  a prone  and  fpetehlef'  dialeft, 

44  Such  as  move*  men  ; befidcs,  fhc  hath  a profptrous  art 
4‘  When  (he  will  play  with  reafon  and  ilifcourfe, 

44  And  well  fhe  can  petfuade.”  Malone. 

Ferey  reads  feat , inflead  of  fatey  which  may  poflibljr  be  the 
right  reading ; but  in  that  cafe  we  ought  to  go  farther,  aud  fir  ike 
out  the  word  and: 

If  that  ihyprofperousy  artificial  feat. 

Tbe  ameudmeut  I Qiould  propofe  is  to  read: 

If  that  thy  projptroui  artifice  and  fate.  M,  Mason. 

I read  as  in  the  text.  Our  author  has  maoy  compound  epithet* 
•f  tile  lame  kind;  at  lot  iuftauce,  — iiJmtl-ftUl,  rmrft-Janig, 
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Can  draw  him  but  to  anfvver  thee  in  aught, 

Thy  (acred  phyGck  (hall  receive  fuch  pay 
As. thy  defirescan  wi(h. 

Mar.  Sir,  I will  ufe 

My  utmofl  (kill  in  his  recovery, 

Provided  none  but  I and  my  companion 
lie  (ufter’dto  come  near  him. 

Lys.  Come,  let  us  leave  her. 

And  the  gods  make  her  profperoqs  ! 

[Marina  fings.* 


ikiUiJk-fo0liJh%  fnftlefs-obJlinaU,  8cc.  in  all  of  which  the  firft  adjeflive 
is  adverbially  ufed.  See  Vol.  XL  p.  174,  n.  9.  Stelvens. 

4 Marina  Jmgt.  ] Thin  Song  ( like  tnoft  of  thofe  lhat  were  fung 
in  the  old  plays)  has  not  been  preferved.  Perhaps  it  might  have 
been  formed  on  the  following  lines  in  the  Gejta  Rom*n$tum,  (or 
fome  tranfiation  of  it,)  which  JLharha  is  there  fiid  to  have  fung  to 
King  Apollonius: 

41  Per  fcortaf  f.  heu  ! ] gradior,  fed  fcorti  confcia  nonfutn; 
41  Sic  fpinisrofa  [ f.  quae  ] nefrit  violarier  ullis. 

44  Corruit  Sc  [ f en  ] raptor  gtadii  fericntis  ab  iQu  ; 

44  Tradita  Lcnoni  non  Turn  violata  pudore. 

41  Vulnera  ccflaffent  animi,  Lcrimxquc  deeffent, 

44  Nulla  ergo  melior,  fi  nofearo  ccrta  parentes. 

44  Unica  regaiis  generis  lum  ltirpe  creata; 

44  Ipfa,  jubente  Deo,  laetari  credo  aliquando. 

44  Fugc  [ f.  Tcrgc  ] roodo  lacriraas,  cuiara  diflolve  moleflam  | 
44  Rcddc  polo  faciera,  mcutemquc  ad  lidera  tolle  t 
44  Jam  [ f.  Nam  ] Dcus  eft  hominum  plafmator,  reftor  & 
auftor, 

44  Noo[f.  Nec  ] Suit  has  lacrimas  caffo  fiuire  labored* 

• Malone. 

T have  fqbjoined  this  fong  (which  is  an  exad  copy  of  the  Latin 
hexameters  in  the  Grjia  Romanorvm)  from  Twine’s  iranflation. 

The  fong  is  thus  introduced:  44  Then  began  (he  to  record  \m 
verfes,  and  tberewithall  to  fing  fo  fwetely,  that  Apollonius,  not- 
vitbftanding  bis  great  forrow,  woudred  at  her.  And  thefc  wert 
the  verfes  which  (he  foong  fo  pleafantly  unto  the  inftnuqent*’* 

44  Aroongfl  the  harlots  foul  1 walk, 

44  Yet  harlot  none  am  1 : 

44  The  rofe  among  the  thorns  it  grows, 

44  And  is  not  hurt  thereby. 
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Lys.  Mark'd  he  your  raulick* 

Mar.  No,  nor  look’d  on  us. 

Lys.  See,  (he  will  fpeak  to  him. 

Mar.  Hail,  fir!  my  lord,  lend  ear : 

Per,  Hum  ! ha  ! 

Mar.  I am  a maid* 

My  lord,  that  ne’er  before  invited  eyes, 

But  have  been  gaz’d  on  comet-iike : b Ihe  fpeaks 
My  lord,  that,  may  be,  hath  endur’d  a grief 
Might  equal  yours,  if  both  were  juftly  weigh’d. 
Though  wayward  fortune  did  malign  my  Bate, 

“ The  thief  that  dole  me,  fure  I think, 

11  Is  (lain  before  this. time  : 

••  A hawd  me  bought,  yet  am  I not 
11  Defil'd  by  ficfhly  crime. 

44  Were  nothing  pleaf  .uter  to  me 
44  Thap  parents  mine  to  know  : 

14  1 am  the  iffuc  of  a king, 

41  My  blood  from  kings  doth  flow. 

41  I hope  that  God  will  raend^my  date, 

41  And  fend  a better  day: 

44  Leave  off  your  tears,  pluck  up  your  heart. 

44  And  banifh  care  away. 

41  Show  gladnefs  in  your  countenance, 

44  Call  up  your  chceiful  eyes: 

44  That  God  remains  that  once  of  nought 
44  Created  earth  and  (kies. 

•4  He  will  not  let,  in  care  and  thought, 

•4  You  Bill  to  live,  and  all  for  nought. ” Steevems. 

• comit-liki : ] So,  in  Lovis  Labour's  Lofl: 

44  So,  po itent-liki"  kc. 

The  old  copy  of  Pintles  has— hie  a tsmtt.  St&evens. 

— — Mot  nt  it  bijou  invittd  ejis , 

But  lovi  bttn  goi'd  on  tiki  a com:t : ] So,  in  King  Heury  IF:. 
44  By  being  feldom  feen,  I could  not  ftir, 

41  But,  like  a comet,  I was  wonder'd  at.'*  Malone. 
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My  derivation  was  from  anceflors 

Who  ftood  equivalent  with  mighty  kings  :® 

Bnttime  hath  root*ed  out  my  parentage, 

And  to  the  world  and  aukward  cafualties f 
Bonnd  me  in  fervicude.— -I  will  defift; 

But  there  is  fomething  glows  upon  my  cheek. 
Andwhifpers  mine  ear.  Go  not  till  hejpeak.  [AJide. 

Per.  My  fortunes — parentage — good  parentage — 
To  equal  mine ! — was  it  not  thus  ? what  fay  you  ? 
Mar.  1 faid,  my  lord,  if  yon  did  know  my  pa- 
rentage, 

You  would  not  do  me  violence.' 

Per.  I do  think  fo. 

t pray  yon,  turn  your  eyes  again  upon  me. — 

You  are  like  fomething  that — What  countrywoman? 
Here  of  thefe  fliores  ? * 

* My  derii>§tion  teas  from  anetfon 

Who  food  equivalent  tviii  mighty  kings  .*  ] Thu*  in  Othello: 

• ( . ■ ■>■  1 fetch  my  birth 

“ From  men  of  royal  liege  ; Steevens. 

* — — and  aukward  cafualties  — ] AuiwarJ  is  adverfe.  Our 
author  has  the  fame  epithet  in  the  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  V}  z 

41  And  twice  by  aukward  wind  from  England's  bank 
44  Drove  back  again.'*  Steevens. 

* You  would  not  do  me  violence,  ] This  refers  to  a part  of  the 
flory  that  Teems  to  be  made  no  ufe  of  in  the  prefeqt  fecue.  Thus 
in  Twine’s  trauflation  : 44  Then  Apollonius  fell  in  rage,  and  for- 
getting all  courtefie,  kc.  rofe  up  fodainly  and  Aroke  the  maiden,’1  kc. 
See,  however,  p.  208,  line  to.  Steevens. 

9 I do  think  fo. 

I prayyou , I urn  your  eyes  again  upon  me 

You  art  like  fometking  that — M'kat  country  woman? 

Men  of  theft  [ bores?  1 This  paflage  is  fo  ftrangely  corrupted 
in  the  firrt  quarto  and  all  the  other  copies,  that  I cannot  forbear 
Iranfcribing  it  : 

44  Per.  I do  thinke  fo,  prav  you  turne  your  eyes  upon  me,  your 
like  fomething  that,  what  countrey  women  fccare  of  thefe  lhewcs. 
liar.  No. nor  of  any  Qifwei,''  kc. 
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Mar.  No,  nor  of  any  fliorcs : 

Yet  I was  mortally  brought  forth,  and  am 
No  other  than  1 appear. 

Per.  I am  great  with  woe,  and  fliall  deliver 
weeping.9 

My  deareft  wife  was  like  this  maid,  and  fnch  a one 
My  daughter  might  have  been  : ’ my  queen’s  fquare 
brows ; 

Her  ftntnre  to  an  inch  ; as  waud-like  ftraight; 

As  filvcr-voic’d  ; her  eyes  as  jewcl-likc, 

And  cas'd  as  richly  : 3 in  pace  anotherjuno  ; * 


For  the  ingenious  emendation,— -/Trow,  inftcad  of  Jhtwts  — {which 
is  fo  dearly  tight,  that  I have  not  hefr.ated  to  infett  it  in  the  lextj 
as  well  at  the  happy  regulation  of  the  whole  paflage,  I am  indebted 
to  the  patron  of  every  literary  undertaking,  my  fiicnd,  the  L^rl  of 
Charleruont-  Malone. 

9 I am  great  with  woe,  and Jhall  deliver  wetping,  ] So,  in  King 
Richard  II  : 

“ — Green,  thou  art  the  midwife  to  my  woe, 

*•  And  Bolinbroke  my  forrow's  difmal  heir: 

“ Now  hath  my  foul  brought  forth  her  prodigy, 

11  And  I,  a gafping,  ntw-delivtr'd  mother, 

“ Have  woe  to  woe,  forrow  to  forrow  joiu'd." 

Malone; 

* — — fuck  a one 

My  daughter  might  have  been : ] So,  Pemones  in  the  Rudenr 
of  Plautut,  exclaims  oq  beholding  his  long-loft  child: 

“ O filia 

•4  Mea!  cum  ego  hanc  video,  rnearuoi  me  abfens  miferiarum 
communes, 

11  Trima  qu*  petiit  mihi  : jam  tanta  effet , Ji  vivit , Jcio .** 

It  is  obfervablc  that  fomc  of  the  leading  incidents  in  this  play 
ftionglv  remind  us  of  the  Rvdens.  There  Ardurus,  like  Gower, 
r'pcljy'j  t?€t  — In  the  Latin  comedy,  fifhermen,  as  in  Pericles , are 
brought  on  the  ttage,  one  of  whom  drags  on  (hore  in  his  net  the 
Wallet  which  principally  produces  the  cataftropbe  ; and  the  heroines 
of  Piautut  and  Marina  fall  alike  into  the  hands  of  a procurer.  A 
circumflance  on  which  much  of  the  plot  in  both  thclc  dramatick 
pieces  depends.  Holt  White. 

1 her  eyes  ai  jewel  like. 

And  cas'd  as  richly:]  So,  in  King  Ltar  : 
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Who  ftarves  the  ears  fhe  feeds,  and  makes  them 
hungry, 

The  more  fhe  gives  them  fpeech/ — Where  do  you 
live  ? 

Mar.  Where  I am  bnt  a flranger:  from  the  deck. 
You  may  difeem  the  place. 

Per.  Where  were  you  bred? 

And  how  achiev’d  you  thefe  endowments,  which 
You  make  more  rich  to  owe?6 

*1 and  in  tbit  habit, 

• • Met  I my  father  with  hi)  bleeding  ringt, 

**  Their  fncioui  float!  oew-loft." 

Again,  ibidem  : 

“ What,  with  this  ca/i  of  eyes  ?” 

So,  in  the  third  aft,  Ccrimon  fays, 
si  She  is  alive  i — behold 

<•  Her  eye. lids,  cajtt  to  thofe  heavenly  jewels, 

••  Which  Pericles  has  loft, 

as  Begin  to  part  their  fringes  of  bright  gold.” 

M.  Mason. 

*  ia  pace  *»c(irr  Juno  ; ] So,  in  Tkt  Ttmptfl  t 

ss Higlieft  queeo  of  Bate 

*»  Great  jnno  cotaes  ; 1 know  her  by  her  gait." 

Maloni. 

* Who  flarves  the  tars  pie  feeds,  and  makes  them  hungry, 

Jhe  more  Jhe  gives  thim  fpeeck.  ) So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra : 

»» other  women  cloy 

4*  The  appetites  they  feed,  but  fhe  makes  hungry, 

“ Where  moft  (he  fatisfics.  ” 

Again,  in  Hamlets 

•»  As  if  increafe  of  appetite  did  grow 
44  By  what  it  fed  ot>.”  MaLone. 

* And  how  achiev'd  jou  theft  endowments , which 

Yon  make  more  rich  to  owe  ? J To  owe  in  ancient  language  is  to 
pojfefs.  So,  in  0 'hello: 

it that  fwcet  Deep 

44  That  thou  ow'djl  yefterday.*’ 

The  meaning  of  the  compliment  is  : — Thefe  endowments,  how- 
ever  valuable  iu  themfclvcs,  are  heighten'd  by  being  in  your  pof- 
feftion.  Thev  acquire  additional  grace  from  their  owner.  Thus 
fe Jfo  one  of  Timon’s  Batterers  : 

“ You  mead  the  jewel  by  the  wearing  it."  Stievini, 
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Mar.  Should  I tell  my  hiftory, 

’Twould  feem  like  lies  difdain’d  in  the  reporting. 
Per.  Pr’ythec  fpeak ; 

Falfenefs  cannot  come  from  thee,  for  thou  look’d 
Modefl  as  juflice,  and  thou  fecm’d  a palace 
For  the  crown’d  truth  to  dwell  in:7  I’ll  believe 
thee. 

And  make  my  fenfes  credit  thy  relation. 

To  points  that  feem  impolfible  ; for  thou  look’d 
Like  one  I lov’d  indeed.  What  were  thy  friends  ? 
Didd  thou  not  fay, 8 vVhen  1 did"  pufli  thee  back, 
(Which  was  when  I perceiv’d  thee,)  that  thou  tam’d 
From  good  defcending? 

Mar.  So  indeed  I did. 

Per.  Report  thy  parentage.  1 think  thou  faidd 
Thou  hadd  been  tofs’d  from  wrong  to  injury, 
Andjthat  thou  thought’d  thy  griefs  might  equal 
mine, 

If  both  were  open’d. 

*  a paloce 

For  the  ciown'^  truth  to  dwell  in.*]  ft  is  obfcrvable  that  our 
poet,  when  he  means  to  rcprefent  any  quality  of  the  mind  as 
eminently  perfeft,  furnifhes  the  imaginary  being  whom  be  per- 
foniHei,  with  a crown.  Thus,  in  his  114th  Sonnet: 

44  Or  whether  cloth  roy  mind,  being  crown'd  with  you, 

“ Drink  up  the  monarch's  plague,  this  Battery  ?" 

Again,  in  his  37th  Sonnet; 

41  For  whether  beauty,  birth,  or  wealth,  or  wit, 

“ Or  any  of  thefc  all,'  or  all,  or  moic, 

44  Entitled  in  thy  parts  do  crowned  fit, — ,*' 

Again,  10  Romeo  ond  Julift ; 

44  Upon  his  brow  fkame  is  afham'd  to  fit, 

44  For  ‘tis  a throne,  where  honour  may  be  crown'd^ 

44  Sole  monarch  of  the  univerfal  earth."  Malon*. 

• Did/  thou  not  fay*  ] All  the  old  copies  read — Didft  thou  not 
Jta).  li  was  evidently  a falfe  punt  in  the  fuA  edition. 

Malonc. 
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Mar.  Some  fuch  thing  indeed 3 

I faid,  and  faid  no  more  but  what  my  thoughts 
Did  warrant  me  was  likely. 

Per.  Tell  thy  ftory  ; 

If  thine  confider’d  prove  the  thoufandth  part 
Of  my  endurance,  thou  art  a man,  and  1 
Have  fuffer’d  like  a girl : * yet  thou  doft  look 
l ike  Patience,  gazing  on  kings’  graves,  ’ and  hailing 
Extremity  out  of  net  4 What  were  thy  friends? 

B ow  iolt  thou  them  ? Thy  name,  my  molt  kind 
virgin  ? 

Recount,  1 uu  befeech  thee;  come,  fit  by  me.5 


9 Some  fuck  thing  indeed  — ] Fnr  the  infertion  of  the  word  — < 
Indeed,  I am  accountable.  MALONE. 

* — ' . thru  art  a man,  and  l 

have  fujftr'd  like  a girl  ■ | So,  in  Macbeth  : 

44  II  trembling  1 inhibit  thee,  protefl  me 
44  The  baby  of  a girl.”  Malone. 

* Like  Patience,  fating  on  kings'  graves,  J So,  in  Twelfth  Jfighti 

44  She  fat  like  Patience  ou  a monument, 

44  Smiling  at  Grief.  ” 

Again,  in  The  Rape  of  Lucrece , 1594: 

44  Onward  to  I roy  with  thefe  blunt  fwaini  he  goes  : 

44  So  mild,  that  Patience  feemd  to  Jcorn  his  woes." 

Malone* 

4 ■ — and  fmiling 

Extremity  out  of  att.  ] By  her  beautv  and  patient  meckocfs 
difarming  Calami*.',,  and  preventing  her  fiom  utiug  her  up-lifted 
fvvord.  So,  in  King  Henry  IV  Part  II  : 

44  Ahd  hangs  icfolv'd  corrcdion  in  the  arm, 

44  That  was  uprear'd  to  execu>ion.’' 

Extremity  (though  not  perfouified  as  l ere)  is  in  like  manner  u fed 
in  King  Lea*,  for  the  utmoft  ot  human  fuflertag  : 

44  ..  . another, 

44  To  amplify  too  much,  would  make  much  more, 

44  And  top  extremity Malone. 

® How  bji  thou  them?  — Thy  name , my  mtfl  kind  virgin  t 

Recount , I do  befteck  thee  ; tome,  fit  by  me,  j All  the  old  copies 
xead  — 

How  lojl  thou  thy*  name,  my  mojl  kind  virgin,  recount , kc. 

Vol.  XX.  P 
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Mar.  My  name,  fir,  is  Marina. 

Per.  O,  I am  mock’d, 

And  thou  by  fome  incenfed  god  fent  hither 
To  make  the  world  laugh  at  me. 

Mar.  Patience,  good  fir, 

Or  here  I’ll  ceafe. 

Per.  &ay,  I’ll  be  patient; 

Thon  little  know’ll  how  thou  doll  flartlc  me. 
To  call  thy  fell  Marina. 

Mar.  The  name  Marina, 

Was  given  me  by  one  that  had  fome  power  ; 

My  father,  and  a king. 

Per.  How!  a king’s  daughter? 

And  call’d  Marina? 

Mar.  You  faid  yon  would  believe  me; 

But,  not  to  be  a trouble!  of  your  peace,6 
I will  end  here. 

Per.  But  are  yOn  flelh  and  blood? 

Have  you  a working  pnlfe  ? and  are  no  fairy? 


But  Manna  had  not  faid  any  thing  about  her  name.  She  hid 
indeed  told  the  king,  that  **  Time  had  rooted  out  her  parentage, 
and  to  the  world  and  aukvvard  cafuslitiei  bound  her  in  fervitude : 
Pericles,  therefore,  naturally  afks  her,  by  what  accident  Oic  had 
loft  her  friends;  and  at  the  fame  time  deftTes  to  know  her  name. 
Marina  anfwers  his  tail  q’.icftion  firft,  and  then  proceeds  to  tell  her 
hiftory.  The  infertion  of  the  word  them,  which  I fuppofe  to  have 
been  omitted  by  the  negligence  of  the  eompoCtor,  renders  the 
whole  clear.  The  metre  of  the  line,  which  was  before  defedive* 
and  Marina’s  anfwer,  both  fupport  the  conjcflural  reading  of  tbi 
text.  Malone. 

* a troubler  of  your  peace,]  Thus  the  earlieft  quarto.  So, 

in  King  Rickard  111  : 

“ And  then  burl  down  their  indignation 

44  On  tbee,  the  troubler  of  the  poor  world’s  ftaeeS* 

The  folios  and  the  modern  editions  read  — a trouble  of  your  peace* 
* Mai.  On  it 
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No  motion? 7 — Well;  fpeak  on.  Where  were  you 
born  ? 

And  wherefore  call’d  Marina  ? 

Mar.  Call'd  Marina, 

For  I was  born  at  fea. 

Per.  At  fea  ? thy  mother? 

Mar.  My  mother  was  the  daughter  of  a king; 
Who  died  the  very  minute  i was  born, 1 
As  my  good  nurfe  Lychorida  hath  oft 
Deliver'd  weeping. 

Per.  O,  Fop  there  a little  ! 

This  is  the  rarell  dream  that  e’er  duil  lleep  * 

7 So  motion? | 5.  e.  no  puppet  drefs’d  up  to  deceive  me.  So, 

in  The  Two  Gentlemen  oj  Vertna: 

44  O excellent  motion  / O exceeding  puppet !"  Steevens. 
This  piffjge  ihould  be  pointed  thus  t — 

41  Have  you  a working  pulfc  ? and  are  no  fairy-motion  ?** 
That  is.  44  Have  you  really  life  in  you,  or  are  you  merely  a puppet 
formed  by  enchantment?  the  work  of  fames.  " The  prrfent 
reading  cannot  be  right,  for  fairies  were  fuppofed  to  be  animated 
beings,  and  to  have  working  pullcs  as  well  as  men,  M.  Mason, 
If  Mr.  M Mafon's  punduation  were  followed,  the  line  would 
be  too  long  by  a foot.  Pericles  fugged*  three  images  in  his 
queOinn — i.  Have  you  a working  pu-fe?  i.  e are  you  any  thing 
human  and  really  alive?  2.  Are  you  a fairy  ? 3.  Or  are  you  a pup- 
pet ? Strv.vfns. 

in  the  old  copy  this  pafiage  is  thus  exhibited: 

44  But  are  you  flelh  aud  blood  ? 

44  Have  you  a woiking  pulfe,  and  are  no  fairy? 

44  Motion  well,  fptak  on,  “ See.  Malone 
«. -*  Who  died  the  very  minute  I was  born,  J Thus  the  old  copv. 
Either  the  cooftrudion  is  — My  mother,  who  died  the  very  minute 
t was  born,  'was  the  daughter  of  a king,  — or  we  ought  to  read  : 
f She  died  the  very  minute  See. 

Otherwife  it  is  the  king,  not  the  queen,  that  died  at  the  inftnnt  of 
Marina’s  birth.  In  the  old  copies  thefc  lines  arc  given  as  prole. 

Steevens, 

The  word  very  I have  inferted  to  complete  the  metre. 

Malone. 

• Till  it  lit  rartjl  dream  that  e'er  dull  Jleep — ] The  words,  tfdd 
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Did  mock  fad  fools  withal:  this  cannot  be. 

My  daughter’s  buried.  [dyiUe.]  Well:  — where  wer® 
you  bred? 

I'll  hear  you  more,  to  the  bottom  of  your  flory, 
And  never  interrupt  you. 

Mae.  You’ll  fcarce  believe  me  ; ’twere  belt  1 
did  give  o’er.1 

Per.  I will  believe  you  by  the  fyllable  3 
Of  what  you  fhall  deliver.  Yet,  give  me  leave:  — 
How  came  you  in  thefe  parts?  where  were  you 
bred  ? 

Mar.  The  king,  my  father,  did  in  Tharfus  leave 
me ; 

Till  cruel  Cleon,  with  his  wicked  wife, 

Did  feek  to  murder  me  : and  having  woo’d 
A villain  to  attempt  it,  who  having  diawn, 4 


is  the  rartfl  dream  See.  are  not  adJrcflcd  to  Marini,  but  fpokeo 
afile.  Malone. 

* You’ll  fcarce  believe  met  'twere  befl  J did  give  o'er.  ] All 
the  old  copies  read  — You  Jcom%  believe  me,  8cc.  The  reply  of 
Pericles  induces  me  to  thin*  the  author  wrote: 

You'll  fcarce  believe  me  ; * twere  bfjl  8cc. 

Pericles  had  exprrfled  no  Jcotn  in  the  preceding  fpeeeh,  but, 
on  the  the  contrary,  great  complacency  and  allcution.  So  alfo, 
before : 

“ Pr’ythee  fpeak: 

“ Fallcntfs  cannot  cornc  from  thee  — — 

44  I'll  believe  thee,"  See. 

The  fa  lie  prints  in  this  play  arc  fo  numerous,  that  the  greateCi 
latitude  mutt  be  allowed  to  coujcdure.  Malone. 

3 I vill  believe  you  by  the  fyllable  tire.]  i.  e.  I will  believe  every 
word  you  fay*  So,  in  Modelh: 

“ To  the  laft  fyllable  of  recorded  time.” 

Again,  in  Alt's  welt  that  ends  well : 

“ To  the  ultnoB  fyllable  of  your  worthiness.  ” Stefvens. 

4 — ■■  who  having  drawn , ] Mr.  Malone  fuppofes  the  old  copy 
meant  to  read — Whom  having  drawu,  1c.  Steevens. 

This  mode  of  phrafcolugy,  though  now  obfolctej  comma* 
U Shakfj  care's  time.  So,  iu  Jht  ItnfeJ: 
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A crew  of  pirates  came  and  refeued  me  ; 
Brought  me  to  Mityiene.  But,  now  good  fir. 
Whither  will  you  have  me?  Why  do  you  weep? 
It  may  be, 

You  think  me  an  impoflor;  no,  good  faith; 

I am  the  daughter  to  king  Pericles, 

If  good  king  Pericles  be. 

Per.  Ho,  Hclicanus  ! 

Hel.  Calls  my  gracious  lo.d? 

Pfr.  Thou  art  a grave  and  noble  counfellor, 
Moll  wife  in  general:  Tell  me,  if  thou  canlt, 
What  this  maid  is,  or  what  is  like  to  be, 

That  thus  hath  made  me  weep? 

Hel.  I know  not;  bus 


“ Some  food  we  bad,  and  fomc  frefh  water,  that 
41  A noble  Neapolitan,  Gonzalo, 

44  Out  of  his  charity,  ( who  being  then  appointed 
4<  Mafter  of  this  defign,  ) did  give  us,"  kc. 

Again,  in  The  Winter's  Tale:  ^ 

44  ■■■  ■■  ■ ■ This  your  fon-in-law, 

44  And  fon  unto  the  king.  ( whom  heavens  direding,  J 
44  Is  troth-plight  to  your  daughter.*' 

See  alfo  Vol.  XVII.  p.  S42,  n.  8. 

When  the  former  edition  of  this  play  was  printed,  1 imagined 
the  original  copy  printed  in  1609,  read  — u ho  having  drawn  to 
do’t,  not  obferviug  the  mark  of  abbreviation  over  the  letter  0 
which  fhews  the  word  intended  was  whom.  Malonk. 

I have  oow  two  copies  of  this  quarto  1C09  before  me.  and  neither 
of  them  exhibits  the  mark  on  which  Mr.  Malone's  fuppoG;ion  ie 
founded.  I conclude  therefore  that  this  token  of  abbreviation  was 
an  accidental  blot  in  the  copy  which  that  gcatieraau  confulted. 

Old  copy — having  drawn  to  do't> — I read: 

44  A villain  to  attempt  it,  who,  haviug  drawn, 

“ A crew  of  pirates  ’*  ifc. 

The  words — to  do' t — are  injurious  to  »he  meafnre,  and  unneceffary 
to  the  fenfe,  which  is  complete  without  them.  So,  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet  s 

1*  What!  art  thou  drawn  among  thefe  baarllefs  hinds??  / 
Again,  in  Ring  Henry  V : 

44  O,  well-a-day,  if  he  be  nut  dnun  now!”  Steevens. 
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Here  is  the  regent,  fir,  of  Mitylene, 

Speaks  nobiy  of  her. 

Lvs.  She  would  never  tell 

lier  parentage;  being  demanded  that, 

She  would  (it  (lill  and  weep. 

Per.  O Helicanus,  ftrike  me,  honour’d  fir; 

Give  me  a gafb,  put  me  to  prefent  pain  ; 

Li  tl  this  great  fea  of  joys  rufliing  upon  me, 
O’erbear  the  (bores  of  my  mortality. 

And  drown  me  with  their  fweetnefs. 5 O,  come 
hither. 

Thou  thatbeget’ft  him  that  did  thee  beget; 

Thou  that  waft  born  at  fea,  buried  at  1 harfus. 
And  found  at  fea  again!  — O Helicanus, 

Down  on  thy  knees,  thank  the  holy  gods,  as  loud 
As  thunder  threatens  us  : This  is  Marina. — 

What  was  thy  mother’s  name?  tell  me  but  that. 
For  trudi  can  never  be  confirm’d  enough. 
Though  doubts  did  ever  fleep.6 

Mar.  Firft,  fir,  I pray, 

What  is  your  title? 

Per.  1 am  Pericles  of  Tyre:  but  tell  me  now 
( As  in  the  reft  thou  haft  been  godlike  perfect,) 

My  drown'd  queen’s  name,  thou  art  the  heir  of 
kingdoms, 


* And  dronn  mi  with  Iktir  fwetlntfi.  ] We  meet  a kindred 
thought  in  The  Merchant  of  Venice: 

41  O love,  be  moderate,  allay  thy  erftafy, 

44  lu  meafure  rain  thy  joy,  fraut  this  excels, 

41  1 feel  too  much  thy  blcfTmg ; make  it  lefs, 

44  For  fear  1 forfeit.**  Malone. 

6 Though  doubts  did  ever  Jlttp.  ] i.  e.  in  plain  language,  thougL 
T.c!htng  ever  happened  to  flt cake  a JcrvlU  or  doubt  cotuetni:i&  jour  v<» 
r«c  itj.  STt2.vt.Ni, 

■ ■ \ 
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^nd  another  life  to  Pericles  thy  father. 7 

Mar.  Is  it  no  more  to  be  your  danghter,  than 
To  fay,  my  mother's  name  was  Thaifa  i 
Thaila  was  my  mother,  who  did  end. 

Tie  minute  1 began.  * 


i » - ..  ih  heir  of  kingdoms, 

another  life  to  Pericles  thy  father.  ] Mr.  Malone  road*  t 
ind  a mother  like  to  Paula,  &c.  SliEVEM*. 

Th:  old  copy  has  — 

And  another  like  to  Pericles  thy  father. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  here  a grofs  corruption. 
The  corre$ion  which  I have  made,  affords  an  cafy  fenfe.  1 he 
mother  of  Matina  was  the  hcii  of  kingdoms,  and  in  that  rcfpe& 
fcTcmbled  Pericles. 

I believe  the  fame  error  has  happened  in  Hamlet,  where  in  Ad 
V.  fc.  ii.  we  find  “ Is’t  not  pofliblc  to  underftand  in  another 
trngue?”  iufttad  of  which  I believe  the  poet  wrote,  “Is’t  not 
|)  uudciftand  in  a mother  tongue?” 

This  error  sdually  happened  in  the  firft  edition  of  Sir  Francis 
Bacon's  Eir»y  on  7 he  Advancement  of  Learning , B.  II.  p.  60,  4to, 
160  5 : *'  — — by  the  art  of  grammar,  whereof  the  ufe  in  another 
tongue  is  (mall;  in  a fotrign  tongue  more*”  In  the  table  of  Eriata 
we  are  defired  to  read  — a mother  tongue.  Malonk. 

I think  that  a flight  alteration  w ill  reftorc  the  pafiage,  and  read 
it  thus  : 

But  tell  toe  now 

My  droun'd  queen’s  name  [as  in  the  rejl  you  faid 
Thou  haft  been  godlike-fa  fed ) thourt  heir  of  kingdoms , 

And  another  life  to  Pericles  iky  father. 

That  is,  44  Do  but  tell  me  my  drowned  queen's  name,  and  thou, 
wilt  prove  the  heir  of  kingdoms,  and  another  life  to  your  father 
Pericles.  ” — — — This  lad  amendment  is  confirmed  by  what  he  fayi 
in  the  fpecch  preceding,  where  he  exp  redes  the  fame  thought : 

u O come  hither, 

*•  Thou  that  bet’rt'Jl  him  that  did  thee  beget.” 

M.  Mason. 

1 have  adopted  Mr.  M.  Mafon’s  very  happy  emendation,  with 
a fomewhat  different  arrangement  of  the  lines,  and  the  omifflou  of 
two  ufelt  fs  words.  Sts  evens. 

S Thaifa  was  my  mother , who  did  cod. 

The  minute  i began.  J So,  in  The  Winter's  Tale: 
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Per.  Now,  bleffing  on  thee,  life;  thou  art  my 
child. 

Cive  me  frefh  garments.  Mine  own,  Helicanus 
( Not  bead  at  I harfus.  as  flie  ihould  have  beei^ 
li'  lavage  Cleon, ) flie  fhall  tell  thee  all;8 
Wiic  i thou  (ha  t kneel,  and  juflify  in  knowledge 
She  is  til v verv  princcfs.  — Who  is  this? 

HrL  Sir.  his  the  governor  of  Mitylene, 

AVho,  hearing  of  your  melancholy  llatc, 

Did  come  to  fee  you. 

Put.  I embrace  yon,  fir. 

Give  me  my  robes;  I am  wild  in  my  beholdirg. 
O h avens  blefs  my  girl ! Hut  liaik,  what  mulick  ? — • 
Tell  Helicanus,  my  Marina,  tell  him  * 

O’er,  point  by  point,  ’ for  yet  he  feems  to  doubt,* 
Plow  lure  you  are  my  daughter.  — But  what  mufick? 
PI  el..  My  lord,  i hear  none. 

Per.  None? 

The  mulick  of  the  fpheres ; lift,  my  Marina. 


M ...  - ....  ■ Lad  v, 

“ Dcur  qu^en,  that  ended  when  I hut  began, 

“ Give  me  thal  baud  of  yours  lo  kif».  *’  Malone. 

0 — . — Mini  own,  Helicanus,  itc.  ] Perhaps  this  means,  flic  irmia# 
Own  daughter,  Helicanus,  (not  murder'd  according  to  the  dc6gn 
of  Cleon  ) flic  (I  lay)  Ch all  tell  thee  all,  See.  SlttVENs, 

• — But  hart , what  mufeckl 

'I  ell  Helicanus , my  Manna,  tell  him — ] Thus  the  earlieft 
quarto.  The  quarto,  1619,  aud  all  the  fubfequent  edmous  lead; 
But  hark,  uhat  mujuk't  this  Helicanus ? my 
Marina,  kc.  Malone. 

* O'er , poiut  by  point.  ] So,  in  Gower: 

“ F10  poynt  to  foynt  all  the  liym  tolde 
41  That  (he  hath  long  in  herte  liohic, 

44  Aud  never  darft  make  hir  none 
44  But  only  to  ihislorde  allonc."  Malone. 

4 — — for  yet  he  Jems  to  doubt, ) The  old  copies  read  — fof 
yet  he  feegis  to  doa( . It  v.as  evidently  a mjipiiut.  Maloue. 
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Lys.  It  is  not  good  to  crofs  him  ; give  him  way. 
Per.  Rarefl  founds! 

Do  ye  not  hear? 

Lys.  Mufick?  My  lord,  I hear  — 

Per.  Moll  heavenly  mufick: 

It  nips  me  anto  iifl'ning,  and  thick  flumber 
Hangs  on  mine  eye-lids  ; let  me  reft. 5 [Hcjleeps. 
Lys.  A pillow  for  his  head! 

\The  Curtain  before  the  Pavilion  of  Pericles  if 
clojed. 

So  leave  him  all. — Well,  my  companion-friends, 
If  this  but  anfwer  to  my  juft  belief, 

I'll  well  remember  you.5 

[£.«««*  Lysimachus,  Helicanus,  Marina, 

and  attendant  Lady. 


* Mo  ft  heavenly  mufick: 

It  nips  me  unto  lift'ning%  and  thick  flumber 
Hangs  &c.  ] So,  hi  Love's  Labour's  Loft: 

Makes  heaven  drowjy  with  the  harmony.  ** 

See  Vol.  VII.  p.  29a,  n 4.  Confute  alfo  P.iudar’s  Firjl  Pythian^ 
Run  Sard,  Gray,  See.  Stuvens. 

So,  in  King  Henry  IV.  Part  II  : 

**  Let  there  be  00  noife  made,  ray  gentle  friends, 

“ Unlefs  fome  dull  and  favourable  hand 
*•  Will  whifper  mufick.  to  my  weary  fpirit." 

See  Vol.  XIII.  p.  192,  n.  4.  Malone. 

• Well%  jny  companion-friends, 

If  this  lut  anfwer  to  my  juft  beliefs 

l //  well  remember  you.]  Thcfe  lines  clearly  belong  to  Marina. 
She  has  been  for  fome  time  blent,  and  Pericles  having  now  f-llea 
into  a flurnber,  (he  naturally  turns  to  her  companion,  and  allures 
her,  that  iflhc  has  in  truth  found  her  royal  father,  (as  (he  hat  good 
reafon  10  believe,)  (he  (hall  partake  of  her  profperity.  It  appears 
from  a former  fpeecb  in  which  the  fame  phrafe  is  ufed,  that  a 
lady  had  entered  with  Marina  : 

4 “ Sir,  I will  ufe 

»»  My  uttnofl  (kill  in  his  recovery  ; provided 
**  1 hat  none  but  I,  and  my  ccmpanion-moid 
*»  fie  futfci’d  to  come  near  him.  ’’ 


siS 


PERICLES, 


SCENE  II. 

The  fame. 

Pericles,  on  the  dcrk  ajlecp ; Diana  appearing  to 
him  as  in  a vifeon. 

Dia.  My  temple  Hands  inEphefas;7  hie  thee 
thither, 

And  do  upon  mine  altar  facrifice. 


( would  therefore  read  in  the  paflage  now  before  ui : 

IV*//,  vxj  comyahion-[nend  ; 

or,  if  the  text  here  be  right,  we  might  read  in  the  former  indance 

— niy  couipanion-mai t/j In  the  preceding  part  of  this  feene  it 

bar  bccu  particularly  mentioned,  that  Matina  war  with  her  fellow- 
otaids  upon  the  leafy  (belter,  &c. 

There  is  nothing  in  thefc  liues  that  appropriates  them  to  Lyfiraa- 
ebus  *,  nor  any  particular  rcafon  why  he  (hould  be  munificent  to  his 
fiends  becaufe  Pericles  has  found  his  daughter.  On  the  other  hand, 
this  recollection  of  her  lowly  companion,  is  perfe&ly  fuitable  to 
the  amiable  chaia&er  of  Marina.  Malone. 

1 am  fati'fied  to  leave  Lyfimachut  in  quiet  pofleffion  of  thefe 
lines.  He  is  much  in  love  with  Marina,  and  fuppofing  himfelf  to 
be  near  the  gratification  of  his  wiihes,  with  a generofity  common 
to  noble  natures  on  fuch  occafion,  is  deftrous  to  make  his  iriends 
and  comp.ii, ions  partakers  of  his  happiuefs.  Steevens. 

7 My  temple  /lands  in  Epk’fun  ] This  vifiou  is  formed  oa  the 
following  pillage  in  Gower: 

44  1 he  hie  God,  which  woldc  him  kepe, 

44  Whan  that  this  kyuge  was  fad  atlcpc, 

44  fty  oightes  tynoe  he  hath  bym  bcue 
44  To  fjyle  unto  another  ftede  : 

44  To  Ephefum  he  bad  hytn  drawe, 

44  And  as  it  was  that  tjme  la  we, 

“ He  dial  I do  there  hys  facrifice ; 

14  And  eke  he  bad  in  all  wife,  ^ 

44  7 hat  in  tie  temple^  among /l  «//, 

44  His  fo’lunty  ms  it  is  befalls , 

•4  Tou-kytg  his  dougkter  a>,d  bis  wife% 

44  tie  Jhcll  be  knows  upon  his  lift,"  MALONE* 
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There,  when  my  maiden  priefls  are  met  together, 
Before  the  people  all,  • 

Reveal  how  thou  at  fea  didft  lofe  thy  wife: 

To  mourn  thy  croffes,  with  thy  daughter’s,  call, 
And  give  them  repetition  to  the  life,  * 

• And  give  thtm  rtpitilion  to  the  life.]  The  old  copies  read — to 
the  hie  For  the  emendation,  which  tjic  rhyme  confirms,  the 
reader  is  indebted  to  Lord  Charlemout.  “ Giv*  them  icpetitioa 
to  the  life,*'  means,  as  be  obfeivcs,  “ Repeat  your  nmfonuncs  fo 
feelingly  and  fo  cxadly,  that  the  language  of  your  nariation  may 
imitate  to  the  life  the  tranfadions  vou  relate  ’*  So,  in  C)tkl>cUne: 

44 l he  younger  brother,  Cadwall, 

44  Strikes  life  ioto  my  fpt-ech." 

In  A MiJJummer  Night's  Dream.  theft  words  are  again  confounded, 
for  in  the  old  copies  we  thete  find: 

44  Two  uf  the  firft,  HJe  coats  in  heraldry,"  See. 

Malone. 

Before  l had  read  the  emendation  propofed  by  Lord  Charlcmont, 
it  had  fuggetted  ufelf  to  me,  together  with  the  following  explana- 
tion of  it:  i.  e.  repeat  to  them  a lively  and  faithful  narrative  of 
your  adventures.  Draw  fuch  a pi  tin  re  as  (hall  prove  iiftlfto  have 
been  copied  from  real,  not  from  pretcuded  calamities,  fuch  a one 
as  (hail  (hike  your  hearers  with  all  the  luftre  of  conlpiruous  truth. 

I fufpea.  however,  that  Diana's  revelation  to  Pericles,  was  ori* 
• iuaily  deliver’d  in  rhyme,  as  fallows : • 

44  My  temple  Hands  in  Ephefus  ; hie  thither, 

44  And  do  upou  mine  altar  facnficc. 

“ There,  when  my  maiden  priefls  are  met  together, 

44  Before  the  people  all,  in  Jeltmn  wife , 

44  Rtdunt  the  frogre/s  of  thy  ni/eries. 

41  Reveal  how  thou  at  fca  did  A lofe  thy  wife; 

4*  How  mount  thy  ctofles,  with  thy  daughter**:  go, 

44  Aud  give  them  repetition  to  the  life. 

44  Pcifornt  my  bidding,  or  thou  liv'fl  in  woe: 

44  Do’t,  and  be  hippy,  by  my  ftlver  bow." 

Thus,  in  Twine’s  tranflation  : 44  And  when  Appollonius  laide 
him  downe  to  reft,  there  appeared  au  ai.gell  in  his  llcrpe,  com- 
ntaunding  him  to  leaue  his  couife  toward  l hatfus,  and  to  f.ii!e  unto 
Ephefus.  and  to  go  unto  the  Temple  of  Diana,  accompanied  wi:h 
his  fonne  in  lawe  and  his  daughter,  and  there  with  a loude  voice  to 
derlaie  all  his  adventures,  whalfocvcr  had  bciallcu  lnut  horn  bis 
youth  unto  that  prefect  day."  StuVEKS. 
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Perform  my  bidding,  or  thou  liv’fl  in  woe: 

Do’t.  and  be  happy,9  by  my  filver  bow. 

Awake,  and  tell  thv  dream.  [Diana  dijappears. 

Per.  Celeflial  Diari,  goddefs  argentine,  ‘ 

I will  obey  thee! — Helicanus! 

Enter  Lvsimachus,  Helicanus,  and  Marina. 

Hel.  * Sir. 

Per.  My  purpofe  was  for  Tharfus,  there  toflrike 
The  inhofpitable  Cleon  ; but  I atn 
For  other  fervice  firft : toward  Ephefus 
rJ  urn  our  blown  fails; a eftfoons  I’ll  tell  theewhy.— 

[To  Helicanus. 

Shall  we  refrefh  us,  fir,  upon  your  fhore, 

And  give  you  gold  for  fuch  provifion 
As  our  intents  will  need  ? 

Lvs.  With  all  my  heart,  fir  ; and  when  you  come 
afliore, 

I have  another  fuit.  * 

Put.  You  fliall  prevail* 


9 - end  be  happy,]  The  word  he  I have  fupplied. 

Mai  oki« 

* gtddrfs  argentine,  ] That  is,  regent  of  the  filvtr  moon. 

So,  in  The  Rope  of  Lucrece : 

41  Were  Tatquin  night,  as  be  is  but  nicht's  child, 

44  T he  jlver-Jhining  queen  he  would  diftain*" 

44  In  the  chemical  phr^fe,  (as  Lard  Charlcrnonl  obferves  to  me,) 
a language  well  undeiflood  when  this  play  was  written,  LuAa  or 
Diana  means  fiber,  as  Sol  docs  gold.”  M A LON  I. 

9 blown  fails;  ] i.  e.  fwollen.  So.  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

44  A vent  HpOQ  her  artn,  and  fomelhing  blown.” 

St e evens. 

4 t have  another  fuit.  ] The  old  copies  read  — I have  another 
Height.  But  the  aufwer  of  Pericles  (hews  dearly  that  they  are  cor- 
rupt The  fenfe  requires  fome  word  fy  non  yin  out  to  requeji.  I 
therefore  read, — I have  another  fuit.  So,  in  Ring  Henry  Yill  : 
44  I have  a fuit  which  you  rnuft  not  dcDy  me.”  Malone* 
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Wtre  it  to  woo  my  daughter;  for  it  feems 
You  have  beta  noble  towards  her. 

Lys.  Sir,  lend  your  arm. 

Per.  Come,  my  Marina.  [ Exeunt. 


Enter  Gower,  before  the  Temple  o/Diana  at  Ephefus. 

Gow.  Now  our  fands  are  almofl  run  ; 
More  a little,  and  then  done.  5 
This,  as  my  lad  boon,  give  me,* 

(hor  fnch  kindnefs  mull  relieve  me,) 

That  you  aptly  will  ftippofe 

What  pageantry,  what  feats,  what  fliows, 

What  minflrelfy,  and  pretty  din, 

The  regent  made  in  Mitylin, 


This  correflion  is  undoubtedly  judicious.  I had  formerly  made  an 
idle  a tempt  in  fupport  of  the  old  reading  Stpfvinr. 

4 More  a little,  and  lien  done.]  See  the  following  note. 

Steeyfns. 

«—■  — ■ and  lien  dumb.]  Permit  me  to  add  a few  words  more,  and 
then  1 (hall  be  filent.  The  old  copies  have  dum ; io  which  way 
1 have  obferved  in  ancient  books  the  word  dumb  was  occafionnlly 
fptlc.  Ihus.  in  The  Metamorfhcjis  of  Pygmalion  s Image,  by 
J.  Marfton,  1598 : 

14  Look  how  the  peevifh  papifls  crouch  and  kneel 
“To  fome  dum  idoll  with  their  offering.’* 

There  are  many  as  impetfed  rhymes  in  this  play,  as  tbatof  the 
prefent  couplet.  So,  iu  a former  chorus,  1 noons  and  dooms . Again, 
at  tbe  end  of  this,  Joon  and  doom.  Mr.  Rowe  reads: 

More  a Utile , and  then  done.  MALONE. 

Dene  is  furely  the  ttue  leading.  See  n.  9 in  tbe  following  page. 

Stkevens.- 

• This , as  my  loft  loon,  give  me,]  The  word  as , which  is  not 
found  in  the  old  copies,  was  fupphed  by  Mr.  Steevcns,  to  complete 
the  metre.  Malone. 

Some  word  is,  io  my  opinion,  dill  wanting  to  the  meafure, 
Perhaps  our  author  wrote: 

n Jhu  tbeu,  ets  my  laft  boon , gin  , Stievin*. 
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To  greet  the  king.  So  he  has  thtiv’d, 

That  he  is  promis’d  to  be  wiv’d 
To  fair  Marina;  but  in  no  wife. 

Till  he  had  done  bis  facrifice,  ’ 

As  Dian  bade  : whereto  being  bonnd. 

The  interim,  pray  y°n,  all  confound.* 

In  feather’d  briefnefs  fails  are  fill'd. 

And  wiflies  fall  out  as  they’re  will’d. 

At  Epliefus,  the  temple  fee. 

Our  king,  and  all  his  company. 

That  he  can  hither  come  fo  foon, 

Is  by  your  fancy’s  thankful  boon.*  [Exit. 


i Till  he  had  done  his  facrifice ,]  That  is,  till  Pericles  had  done 
his  facrifice.  Malone. 

• The  interim,  pray  yen,  all  confound.  ] So,  io  King  Henry  Vt 

44  M)fclf  have  play’d 

44  The  in/trirr.,  bv  rente mbering  you  ’tis  paft.” 

To  confound  here  figniftci  to  confute. — So,  in  King  Henry  IV  t 
44  He  did  confound  the  bett  part  of  an  hour, 

44  Exchanging  harditnent  with  great  Glcndower." 

M A LON’S. 

* That  he  can  hither  come  fo  foon. 

Is  by  your  fancy's  thankful  boon.]  Old  copies — thankful  doom ; 
but  as  foon  and  doom  arc  uot  rhymes  corrcfpoudiog,  1 read  as  io  the 
text. 

Thankful  boon  may  fignifv — the  licence  you  gran!  us  in  return  for 
the  pleafute  we  have  ajfr.rded  you  in  the  courfe  of  the  play ; or,  the 
boon  for  which  we  thank  you.  So,  before  in  this  chorus: 

44  This  ag  my  laft  boon  give  me/*  STEEVENS. 

We  had  fimiljr  rhymes  before: 

44  if  king  Pericles 

44  Come  not  home  in  twice  fix  moons, 

44  He,  obedient  to  their  dooms, 

4*  Will  rake  the  crown.’* 

I have,  therefore,  not  difturbed  the  reading  of  the  old  copy. 

Mai  one.  • 

I have  alieady  exprefted  my  belief,  that  in  this  lafl  infUnce, 

A ttanfpofiiioa  is  neeeflary:  , 

4*  Come  not,  iu  twice  fix  moons,  homo, 

«4  He,  obedient  to  their  doom , 

44  Will  take’'  kc.  Steevens. 
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The  Temple  c/Diana  at  Ephefus  ; Thaisa  funding 
near  the  altar,  as  high  ptitjhfs  a number  if 
virgins  on  each  fide  ; Cekimon  and  other  inhabitants 
o/Ephefus  attending. 

Enter*  Pericles,  with  kis  Train;  I ysimachus, 
Helicanus,  Marina,  and  a Lady. 

Per.  Hail  Dian  ! to  perform  thy  jufl  command, 

I here  confefs  niyfeif  the  king  of  L'vre  ; 

Who,  frighted  from  tny  country,  did  wed* 

The  fair  Tbaifa,  at  Pentapulis. 

At  fea  in  childbed  died  fhe,  but  brought  forth 
A maid-child  called  Marina  ; who,  O goddefs, 
Wears  yet  thy  filver  livery. * She  at  Thaifut 


* Thalfa  — - at  Mgb-prieflefs ;]  Docs  this  accord  with  Iachi* 
tio't  defciipiioo: 

4‘  Live,  like  Diana's  prirjlfj's,  'twixf  cold  JhttlsV' 

Diana  mull  have  been  wolulU  rmpofed  on,  if  fhc  received  the 
mother  of  Marina  as  a maiden  votarefs.  Stcevlns. 

5 frighted  from  n»  cotsntiy,  did  wed  — ] Country  mu  ft  be 

confidcred  as  a trif) liable.  So,  «a/r«nu}  Jtmblance , and  many 
others.  Malone.  * 

4 ' X vkot  0 goddeft% 

Wtort  jet  tby  Over  livery.]  ».  e.  her  white  robe  rf innocence, 
41  being  yet  under  the  protection  of  the  goddefs  of  chaftity. 

Perqt. 

So,  In  Shakfpeare's  Lover's  Complaint: 

**  There  my  uhite  Jtale  cj  ckajiiij  I daft.’* 

Wc  had  the  fame  exprefiion  before: 

“ One  twelve  moons  more  (he'll  wear  Diene’s  livery" 

Mai.  on  i. 
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Was  mus’d  with  Cleon  ; whom  at  fourteen  years 
He  fought  to  murder:  but  her  better  flats  * 

Brought  her  to  Milylene;  againft  whofe  fliore 
Riding,  her  fortunes  brought  the  maid  aboard  us. 
Where,  by  her  own  moll  clear  remembrance,  fbe 
Made  known  herlelf  my  daughter. 

1 HM.  Voice  and  favour  ! — 

You  arc,  youare — O royal  Pericles  ! 5 — [SAe  faints. 
Per.  What  means  the  woman?6  (lie  dies!  help, 
gentlemen  ! 

Cer.  Noble  fir, 

If  you  have  told  Diana’s  altar  true, 

1 his  is  your  wife. 

Per.  Reverend  appearer,  no ; 

I threw  her  o’erboard  with  tbele  very  arms. 

Cer.  Upon  this  coafl,  I warrant  you. 

Per.  ’ Pis  mod  certain. 

Cer.  Look  to  the  lady  ;T  — O,  (lie’s  buto’erjoy'd. 
Early,  one  bluft’iing  morn,  * this  lady  was 
Thrown  on  this  fliore.  1 op’d  the  coffin,  and 
Pound  there  rich  jewels ; 9 recover’d  her,  and  plac’d 
her 


* You  are , you  art — 0 royal  Pericles  ! ] The  fimilitude  between 
this  fecoe,  auJ  the  difeovety  in  the  laft  aft  of  the  Winter's  J ale, 
will,  I fuppofc,  ft  ike  every  reader.  Malone. 

6 H means  the  woman  1]  This  reading  was  furnifh’d  by  the 
fccond  quarto.  The  firft  reads  — What  means  the  mum? 

Malone. 

7 Look  to  the  lady  ; ] When  lady  Macbeth  pretends  to  fwoon,  «n 
hearing  the  account  of  Duncan’s  murder,  the  fame  exclamation  il 
ufed.  Thefe  words  belong,  I believe,  to  Pericles.  Malone. 

* Early,  one  hluf'iing  morn,  ] Old  copy  — in  bluft’ring  &c. 
The  emendation,  which  is  judicious,  was  furnifhed  by  Mr.  Malone. 

Steevens. 

* Found  there  tick  j'wels  } ] The  fccond  quarto,  the  folios,  and 
Mr,  Rowe,  read—  theft  jewels.  Pericles’s  next  qucilion  Chews  that 
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Herein  Diana’s  temple.* 

Per.  , May  we  fee  them  ? 

Cer.  Great  fir,  they  fit  all  be  brought  you  to  my 
houfe, 

Whither  I invite  you.J  Look!  Thaifa  is 
Recover’d. 

Thai.  O,  let  me  look.'! 

If  he  be  none  of  jnine,  njy  fanflity 
Will  to  myfenfe  * bend  no  licentious  ear. 

But  curb  it,  fpite  ol  feeing.  O,  my  lord, 

Arc  you  not  Pericles?  Like  him  you  focak, 

Like  him  you  are  : Did  you  not  name  a tcuipeft, 

A birth,  and  death? 

Pr.R.  Tine  voice  of  dead  Thaifa! 

Thai.  That  Thaifa  am  1,  fuppofed  dead, 

And  drown’d. J 

tUft  could  not  be  the  poet's  word.  The  true  reading  is  found  ia 
t!ic  firft  quarto.  It  Ihould  be  reincmbcrtd,  that  Cerimon  delivered 
thefe  jewels  to  Thaifa,  (before  (lie  left  bis  houfe)  ia  whofc  cullody 
they  afterwards  remained.  Malone. 

* Here  in  Diana's  temple.]  The  fame  fituation  occurs  again  ia 
The  Comedy  oj  Errors,  where  £gi!on  lofes  his  wife  at  lea,  and  fiudft 
her  at  laft  in  a nunnery.  Steevuns. 

3 — — they  Jhali  be  brought  you  to  my  houfe , 

Whither  I invite  you.  \ This  citcumhancc  bears  fame  refetn- 
blance  to  the  meeting  of  Lcontes  and  Hermione.  The  office  of 
Ccrimou  is  not  uolikc  that  of  Paulina  in  The  Winter's  Tale. 

ST  F.  EVENS. 

* to  myfenfe — ] Srnfe  is  here  ufed  for  fenfual  fttjjion . S<* 

ol fo | in  Meafure  for  Mtafurc  and  in  Hamlet . [See  note  ou— 

Stnfe , fuie,  you  have, 

E.lfe  you  could  not  have  motion: 
in  the  latter,  Ad  111.  fe.  iv.]  Malone.' 

6 — ...  — fuppofed  dead. 

And  drown'd, ] Suppofed  dead,  and  that  my  death  was  my  drowns 
ing,  Malone. 

Drown'd,  in  this  inflance,  does  not  Ggoify  fuffocatcd  by  watery 
but  over.1 v helmed  in  it.  Thus  in  Knolles  s Hijiory  : “ Gal  eys  might, 
be  drowned  in  the  harbour  with  the  great  ordnance,  before  ifiey 
could  be  rigged.”  Steevens. 

Yol.  XX,  Q 
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Per.  Immortal  Diati ! 

Thai.  Now  I know  you  better. — * 

VV  hen  we  with  tears  parted  Pentapolis, 
rIhe  king,  my  father,  gave  you  Inch  a ring. 

| Shows  a ring. 

Per.  This,  this  : no  more,  you  gods  ! your pre- 
fent  kin dnefs 

Makes  my  pad  miferies  fport: c You  {hall  do  well, 
That  on  the  touching  of  fu'.r  lips  1 may 
Melt,  and  no  more  be  feen. 7 (Jcorac,  be  buried 
A fecond  time  within  thefe  anus*1. 

Mar.  My  heart 

Leaps  to  be  gone  into  my  mother’s  bofom. 

[Knttls  to  Thaisa- 
Per.  I.ook,  who  kneels  here ! Elelh  of  thy  flelh, 
Thaifa ; 

Thy  burden  atthe  fea,  and  call’d  Marina, 

For  (lie  was  yielded  there. 


s This,  this:  no  non , you  fods!  your  frrjrnt  kindHefs 
Makes  my  pajl  mijrrits  Jpoti : J So  iu  A j'»£  Ltar  : 

“ It  is  a chance  that  dors  redeem  all  farrows 
44  That  ever  1 have  felt."  Malone. 

7 - / may 

Melt,  and  no  toon  he  Jten.  ] This  is  a fentiment  which  Shak* 
fpeare  never  f.iils  to  introduce  on  occafions  hmilar  to  the  prefent. 
So,  iu  Othello: 

“ i ...  ■ ■ ■ If  it  were  now  to  die 
“ l were  now  to  be  moft  happy,”  &c. 

Again,  in  The  Winter's  Tale: 

44  If  I might  die  , within  this  hour,  I have  liv'd 
44  To  die  when  I defirc.”  Malone. 

Mr//,  and  no  more  he  feen.  ] So,  in  the  3gtli  rjalm: — '*  O 
fpare  me  a little,  that  I may  iccovcr  my  Itrcngib,  before  I go  hencep 
and  be  no  note  Jten'*  Steivens. 

9 — - .—0  come,  he  butied 

A Jecond  time  within  theje  arms:]  So  in  The  Winter's  Tale: 

. “ Not  like  a corfe; — or  if — not  to  he  butied, 

Bui  quick,  and  in  mine  arms."  Malone. 
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Thai.  Blcfs’d,  and  mine  own  ! * 

Hel.  Hail,  madam,  and  my  queen  ! 

Thai.  Iknowyounot. 

Per.  You  have  heard  me  fay,  whenldid  fly  from 
Tyre. 

I left  behind  an  ancient  fubflitute. 

Can  you  remember  what  1 call’d  the  man? 

1 have  nam’d  him  oft. 

Thai.  ’Twas  Helicanns  then. 

Per.  Still  confirmation: 

Embrace  him  dear  Thaifa;  this  is  he,  v 
Now  do  I long  to  hear  how  you  were  found ; 

How  poflibly  preferv’d  ; and  whom  to  thank, 
Bcfides  the  gods,  for  this  great  miracle. 

Thai.  Lord  Cerimon,  my  lord  ; this  man, 
Through  whom  the  gods  have  lltown  their  power; 
that  can 

From  firft  to  laft  refolve  you. 

Per.  Reverend  fir, 

The  gods  can  have  no  mortal  officer 
More  like  a god  than  you.  Will  you  deliver 
How  this  dead  queen  re-lives? 

Cer.  • 1 will,  my  lord. 

Bcfecch  you,  firft  go  with  me  to  my  houfc, 

Where  fhall  befhown  you  all  was  found  with  her; 
How  flie  came  placed  here  within  the  temple  : 

No  needful  thing  omitted. 

Per.  Pure  Diana] 


* Blefi'dy  and  mine  own!  ] So,  in  The  Winter's  Tale: 

• ‘ Tell  me,  mine  own. 

Where  haft  thou  been  prefetv’d?  Where  liv’d  i How 
found 

•‘Thy  father’!  eouTt?”  Maloni. 

Q * 
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I blefs  tbee1  for  tliy  viGon,  and  w‘dl  offer 
Jdy  nigln  oblations  to  thcc.  Thaifa, 

This  prince,  the  fair-betrothed  3 of  your  daughter, 
Shall  marry  her  at  Pentnpolis.4  And  now,  , 
This  ornament  that  makes  me  look  fo  difmal, 
Will  1,  my  lov'd  Marina,  clip  to  form; 

And  what  this  fourteen  years  no  razor  touch’d, 
To  grace  thy  marriage-dav,  I’ll  beautify.5 

* I kiefs  thee — ] For  the  infertiorj  of  the  perfonal  pronoun  I am 
Ttfponlibfe.  Malone. 

3  the  fait  ^betrothed — ] i.  c.  faiily  contracted,  honourably 

affianced.  Si  sevens. 

4 — Thaifa, 

This  prince,  the  fair-betrothed  of  four  daughter, 

Shull  marry  her  at  Penlaflolis.]  So,  iu  the  laft  (cent  of  The 
Vinter's  Tale , Lcontes  informs  Paulina: 

44  lhi»  your  fon-in-law, 

44  And  ton  unto  the  king,  (whom  heavens  directing,) 

44  Is  troth-plight  to  your  daughter."  MALONE. 

9 - And  »jw, 

This  ornament  that  truaies  me  look  fo  difmal. 

Will  l,  my  lon'd  Mari  run,  clip  to  form  ; 

And  u/hat  this  fourteen  y.*ars  no  razor  touch'd , 

To  grace  thy  marriage-day.  I'll  beautify.]  So,  in  Muck  Ado 
about  Nothing:  44  — — the  barber’s  man  hath  been  feen  with 
him;  and  the  old  ornament  of  his  cheek  hath  already  llufTd  icuuii 
balls." 

The  author  his  here  followed.  Gower,  or  Gefla  Romanorum : 

44  thi»  a \owe  to  God  I make, 

*l  That  I (hall  never  f<# r hir  fake 
/*  14  My  berde  for  no  liiynge  Jkate , 

44  Till  it  befalle  that  I have  , 

44  In  convcnabie  time  of  age 

44  Ref  tilt  kit  K/i.'a  mariagt."  Conf/Jfio  A mantis. 

The  word  fo  in  the  Hrft  liue,  and  the  words — my  lov'd  Marina, 
in  the  facond,  which  both  the  fenfc  and  metre  require,  I have  tup- 
plied.  Malone. 

The  author  is  in  this  place  guilty  of  a flight  inadvertency.  It 
was  but  a flioit  time  befotc,  when  Pericles  ?»rrivcd  at  Tharfut,  and 
- heard  of  his  daughter’s  death,  that  he  inad  e a vow  never  to  wafh 

his  face  or  cut  his  hair.  M.  Mason. 

6tc  p . a3x,  a,  4;  where,  if  my  reading  be  not  erroneous,  a 
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Thai.  Ford  Ceiinion  hath  lcucrs  of  good  credit, 
Sir,  that  my  father’s  dead. 

Per.  Heavens  malic  a liar  of  him?6  Yetthcre, 
my  queen, 

VVe''ll  cclcbiatc  their  nuptials,  and  ourfelves 
Will  in  that  kingdom  fpend  our  following  days; 
Our  Ton  and  daughter  (hall  in  Cyrus  reign. 

Lord  Cerimon,  we  do  our  longing  (lay, 

To  hear  tue  reft  untold. — Sir,  lead  the  way.7 

[ Excun(. 

Enter  Gower. 

Gow.  In  Antioch,  and  his  daughter,*  you 
have  heard 

Of  monflrous  lull  the dneand  ju(l  reward : 

In  Pctides,  his  queen  and  daughter,  feen 
( Although  a (Tail'd  with  fortune  fierce  andkecn.) 

proof  will  be  found  that  ibis  vow  w?s  made  almoft  immediately 
alter  the  biub  of  Marina  ; and  conrequcnllv  that  Mr.  M.  Malon’s 
picfcnt  rctnaik.  has  no  fuic  foundation.  Steevlns. 

* Heavens  make  a (tar  of  him!  ] So,  in  Romeo  and  Julie!  : 

44  lake  him  and  cut  him  into  little  flan 

Again,  in  Cymheline: 

44 for  they  are  fit 

41  To  inlay  Itcavcu  with  flats."  Steevens. 

7 Sir,  liad  the  way.  ] Ur,  Johnfon  has  jjH’y  objefled  to  the 
lame  and  impoteut  conclulion  of  the  fccoud  part  of  Ktng  Henry  IV  : 
44  Come,  will  you  hence?"  The  concluding  line  of  The  Winter's 
Tale  fnruifiici  us  with  one  equally  abrupt,  and  nearly  refembling 
the  prefeut:  — 44  Haitily  lead  away.”  Ihispalfage  will  juftify  lh« 
correction  of  the  old  copy  now  made.  It  reads— Sir,  leads  (ha 
way.  Malone. 

• In  Antioch,  and  his  daughter,]  The  old  copies  read  -In  Antia* 
thus  and  his  daughter,  kc.  The  corrediou  was  fuggcfled  bv  Mr. 
Stccvens.  44  So,  (as  he  obfr'vcs-)  in  Shakfperre's  other  plays, 
/ rar.it,  for  the  king  of  France  j Mqiquo,  for  the  king  ol  Mo* 
rccco,”  kc.  Malonk. 

2 3 
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Virtue  preferv’d  from  fell  deftru&ion's  blaft. 
Let  on  by  heaven,  and  crown’d  with  joy  at 
laft.9 

In  Helicauus  may  yon  well  defcry 
A figure  of  truth,  of  faith,  of  loyalty: 

In  reverend  Cerimon  there  well  appears. 

The  worth  that  learned  charity  aye  wears. 

For  wicked  Cleon  and  his  wife,  when  fame 
Had  fptcad  their  curled  deed,  and  honour'd 
name  * 

Of  Pericles,  to  rage  the  city  turn  ; 

That  him  and  his  they  in  his  palace  burn. 

The  gods  for  murder  feemed  fo  content 
To  punifh  them;  although  not  done,  but 
meant.3 

So,  on  your  patience  evermore  attending, 

New  joy  wait  on  you!  Here  our  play  has 
ending.  [ Exit  Gower/ 

• Virtue  preferv'd  from  fell  dtJtruBion'i  blajly 

Ltd  on  by  heaven,  and  crown'd  with  joy  at  lajl.~\  All  the  copies 
»re  here,  I think,  manifeftly  corrupt. — They  read: 

Virtu*1.  preferr’d  Jrom  Jell  dejti uflion  i blaji . 

The  grofs  and  numerous  errors  of  even  the  rood  accurate  copy 
of  this  play,  will,  it  is  hoped,  juftify  the  liberty  that  has  been  taken 
on  this  and  Corn , other  occalions. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  prodnee  from  the  works  of  Shakfpeare 
many  couplets  more  fpirited  and  harmonious  than  this.  Malone. 

' and  honour'd  name — J The  hrft  and  fecond  quarto  read 

—the  honour'd  name.  The  reading  of  the  text,  which  appeals  to 
me  more  intelligible,  is  that  of  the  folio  1664.  The  city  is  here 
ufed  for  the  colicdive  body  of  tbc  citizens.  Malone. 

3 To  puniJhiUcmi  although  not  done , but  meant.  ] The  defedive 
metre  of  this  line  in  the  old  copy,  induces  me  to  think  that  the 
word  Them,  which  I have  fupplied,  was  omitted  by  the  carelcflucfs 
of  the  printer.  Malokk. 

4 This  play  is  fo  uncommonly  corrupted  by  the  printers,  &c. 
that  it  docs  not  fo  much  f^era  to  want  illuffration  as  emendation: 
and  the  firau  are  fo  numerous  and  grots,  that  one  is  tempted  10 
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fufpeA  almoft  every  line  where  there  is  the  lead  deviation  in  tha 
language  from  what  is  either  ufual  or  proper.  Many  of  the  cor- 
ruptions appear  to  have  arifeu  from  an  illiterate  traoferiber  having 
wrillcu  the  fpccchcs  by  car  from  an  inaceuratc  reciter:  who  be- 
tween them  both  have  reudered  the  text  (iu  the  verbs  particularly) 
very  ungrammatical. 

More  of  the  phrafeology  ufed  in  the  genuine  dramas  of  Shak- 
fptarc  prevails  in  Pericles%  than  iu  auy  of  the  other  fix  doubted 
plays.  Percy. 

The  fragment  of  the  MS.  porn,  mentioned  in  the  preliminary 
obfer  vatic  us,  has  fullered  fo  much  by  time,  as  to  be  fcarccly  legi- 
ble. The  paichmcnt  on  which  it  is  written  having  been  converted 
into  the  cover  of  a book.,  Fot  which  purpose  its  edges  were  cut  off, 
fo*ne  words  arc  eit  ircly  loft.  However,  from  the  following  con- 
cluding Hues  tlie.  reader  may  be  enabled  to  fotm  a judgeaieut  with 
refped  to  the  age  of  this  piece: 

thys  was  iranllatyd  aimed  at  englondes  ende 

41 to  the  makers  ftat  tak  lich  a mynde 

44  ...  . have  y take  hys  bedys  ou  hond  aud  fjyd  hys  patr; 
noil',  aud  crede 

41  Thomas  * vicary  y uuderftonde  at  wymborue  myoftre  in 
that  Hide 

44 y thouzte  zou  have  wryte  bit  is  nouzt  worth  to 

be  knowc 

44  . . that  wolc  the  fotbe  ywyte  go  tbidcr  aud  me  wol  th« 
fchewc.” 

On  the  fnbjeel  of  Pericles , Lillo  formed  a tragedy  of  three  a&s, 
which  was  Hill  rcprcfemcd  in  the  year  1 7 3S. 

To  a fottner  coition  of  this  play  were  fubjoined  two  DifTerta- 
lions ; one  written  by  Mr.  Stecvtns,  the  other  by  me.  Iu  the  latter 
I urged  fucb  arguments  as  then  appeared  to  me  to  have  weight,  10 
prove  that  it  was  the  entire  work  of  Shakfpcare,  and  one  of  his 
carlieft  cotnpofuions.  Mr.  Steevent  on  (he  other  hand  maintained, 
that  it  was  originally  the  production  of  force  elder  playwright,  and 
afterwards  improved  by  our  poet,  whole  bend  was  acknowledged 
to  be  vifiblc  in  uiany  f'.cnes  throughout  the  play.  Ou  a review  of 
the  various  arguments  which  each,  of  us  produced  in  fivour  of  his 
own  bypoihcfis,  I am  uow  convinced  that  tbe  theory  of  Mr. 
Stecveus  was  right,  and  have  no  difficulty  in  acknowledging  my 
own  to  be  errouaou*. 

This  play  was  eutered  on  the  Stationers’  books,  together  with 


* The  letters  in  the  Italick  character  have  been  fupplied  by  the  con- 
jecture of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  who  very  obligingly  examined  this  ancient, 
fragment,  and  furnished  ttie  editor  with  the  above  extract. 
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Jntfiny  tni  Cleopatra,  in  the  year  1608,  by  Etlward  Blount,  a bool* 
feller  of  eminence,  and  one  of  the  publiQien  of  the  fitft  folio 
edition  of  Shakfpeare’s  works.  It  was  printed  with  his  name  in 
the  title. page,  in  his  life-lime  ; but  this  circumftancc  proves  qo. 
thiu^;  bccaufc  by  the  knavery  of  bookfellcrs  other  pieces  were  alfo 
aferibed  to  him  in  his  life  lime,  of  which  he  indubitably  wrote  not 
a liue.  Nor  is  it  ncceffiiy  to  urge  is  fupport  of  its  genuiuenefs, 
that  at  a fubfequent  period  it  was  aferibed  to  him  by  fcveral  dra- 
xnaiitk  writers.  1 tvidi  not  to  1 el y ou  any  cirrumftauce  of  that 
kind;  becaufe  in ‘all  quillious  of  this  nature^,  internal  evidence  is 
tlie  beft  that  can  be  produced,  and  to  every  perfon  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  our  port’s  witlings,  muff  in  the  prefeut  cafe  be  dcci- 
five  The  congenial  fentimeots,  the  numerous  exprcQious  bearing 
* flriking  Gtniluu  \c  to  paflages  in  his  undilputed  plays,  fomc  of 
the  incidents,  the  fituation  of  many  of  ihc  perfous,  and  in  various 
places  the  colour  of  the  ftvle,  all  thefe  combine  to  fet  the  feal  of 
Shakfpeare  on  the  play  before  us,  and  furnifh  us  with  internal  and 
zrr c (ifii ble  proof*,  that  a confiderable  portion  of  this  piece,  as  it 
now  appears,  was  written  by  him.  The  greater  part  of  the  three 
lalt  ads  may,  I think,  ou  this  ground  be  fjfely  aferibed  to  him  ; 
and  his  hand  may  be  traced  occahonaily  in  tl.e  other  two  divifions. 

To  alter,  new-model,  and  improve  the  uufuccclsful  dramas  of 
preceding  writers,  was,  i believe,  much  more  common  in  the 
ti  ne  of  Shakfpeaie  than  is  generally  fuppofed.  This  piece  having 
been  thus  new. modelled  by  our  poet,  and  enriched  with  many 
happy  (trokes  from  his  pen,  is  unquefiionably  entitled  to  that  place 
among  his  works,  which  it  has  uow  obtained.  Malons. 

After  Mr.  Malone's  retradion,  (which  is  no  lefs  honourable  to 
hirnfclf  than  to  the  prefeut  editor  of  Pericles,)  it  may  be  afked  why 
the  diflertations  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  note  appear  a fecond 
time  in  print.  To  fuch  a queftion  I am  uot  unwilling  to  reply.  My 
foie  motive  for  rtpublifhing  them  is  to  manifeft  that  the  (kill  dif- 
playcd  by  my  late  opponent  in  defence  of  wbat  he  conceived  to 
Lave  been  right,  can  only  be  exceeded  by  the  liberality  of  bit 
CoaceffioQ  Cnee  he  has  fuppofed  himfclf  in  the  wrong. 

Stsivens. 

In  a former  difquiGtioa  concerning  this  play,  T mentioned,  that 
the  dumb  (how*,  which  arc  found  in  it,  iuduced  me  to  doubt 
whether  it  came  from  the  peu  of  Shakfpeare.  The  fentiments  that 
I theu  exprelfcd  were  fu^gefted  by  a very  bafty  and  tranGeot 
furvey  of  the  piece.  I am  (HI,  howcvei,  of  opinion,  that  this 
confiJeration  (our  author  having  exprcfsly  ridiculed  fuch  exhibi- 
tions) might  iu  a very  doubiful  quetiion  have  fome  weight.  But 
weaker  proofs  null  yield  t.»  tfiouger.  It  is  idle  to  lay  any  great 
fitefs  upou  fuch  a flight  tircumttauce,  when  the  piece  ilfcif  fur- 
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nifties  internal  and  irrefiftible  evidence  of  its  authenticity.  The 
congenial  feutiments,  the  numerous  cxpicffcoos  hearing  a fttikiog 
fimiliiude  to  p.tff.iges  iu  his  undifpuicd  pl.ivs,  the  iucide<tt&v  the 
(iluatiou*  of  the  petlons,  the  colour  of  the  ftvlc,  at  Waft  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  play,  all,  in  uiv  appreheunori,  coufpire  to 
fet  ttie  (cai  of  Shakfpeare  on  this  performance.  What  then  (halt 
we  fay  to  thefe  dumb  (hows?  Either,  that  the  poet’s  practice  was 
not  always  conformable  to  lits  opinions,  (of  which  (here  are  abun- 
dant proofs)  or,  (what  1 rather  believe  to  be  the  cafe)  that  this  was 
one  of  his  earliefl  dramas,  written  at  a lime  when  thefe  exhibitions 
were  much  admired,  and  before  lie  had  feen  the  abfurdiiy  of  fuch 
ridiculous  pageants:  probably,  in  the  year  i5j)0,  or  i5qi.* 

Mr.  Rowe  in  his  firft  edition  of  Shakfpeare  fays,  “ It  is  owned 
that  fonie  part  of  Pericles  certainly  was  written  by  him,  particularly 
the  laft  n£t."  Dr.  Farmer,  whofe  opinion  iu  every  thing  that 
relates  to  our  author  has  defervedly  the  greateft  weight,  thinks  the 
hand  of  Shakfpeare  may  be  fomciimcs  feen  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
play,  aud  there  only.  The  feene,  in  the  lad  ad,  in  which  Pericles 
difeovers  his  daughter,  is  indeed  eminently  beautiful;  but  the 
whole  piece  appears  to  me  to  furoifh  abundant  proofs  of  the  hand 
of  Shakfpeare.  The  inequalities  in  different  parts  of  it  arc  not 
greater  than  may  be  found  in  fome  of  his  other  dramas.  It  fhould 
be  remembered  alfo,  that  Drydcn,  who  lived  near  enough  the  time 
to  be  well  informed,  has  pronounced  this  play  to  be  our  author’s 
brfl  performance : 

44  Shakfpeare’s  own  Mufc  bit  Pericles  firft  bore; 

44  The  prince  of  Tyre  was  elder  than  the  Mo or.'* 

Let  me  add,  that  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  Ben  Jonfon 
bas  tncniioucd  it,  is,  in  my  apprehenfion,  another  proof  of  it» 
authenticity.  In  his  memorable  Ode,  written  foou  after  his  New 
Inn  had  been  damned,  when  he  was  comparing  his  own  uuluccefs- 
fa l pieces  wifh  the  applauded  dramas  of  his  contemporaries,  he 
naturally  chofe  to  point  at  what  he  efteemed  a weak  peiformancc 
of  a rival,  whom  he  appears  to  have  envied  and  hated  merely 
becaufe  the  fpkendor  of  his  genius  had  eclipfcd  his  own,  and  had 
rendered  the  reception  of  thofc  tame  aud  difgufting  imitations  of 
antiquity,  which  he  boaHiugly  called  the  only  legitimate  LnglifH 
dramas,  as  cold  as  the  performances  thcmfelvos. 

* If  this  play  was  written  in  tbeyear  i 5go  or  i5gi,with  what  colour  o£ 
truth  could  it  be  AyledfJi  it  is  in  the  title-page  to  the  firft  edition  of  i t, 4 to . 
1609,)  “ the  late  aud  much  admired”  kc.  if  > ill  v f es. 
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As  the  fubj«a  is  of  fome  curioftty,  I (hall  make  no  apology  for 
laying  before  lire  reader  a more  tniuuic  iuvcllig.uiou  of  ii.  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  inform  him,  that  one  ot  the  following  cl i Her— 
taiions  on  the  genuinenefs  oftliis  play  precedes  the  oilier  only  for  a 
rca (on  affigned  by  Dogberry,  that  u>h ere  tuo  men  ride  on  a korfe% 
one  muji  ride  behind.  That  wc  might  catch  hints  from  the  flriduici 
of  each  other,  and  coded  what  we  could  mutually  advance  into  a 
point,  Mr.  Steevens  and  I let  forward  with  an  agreement  to  main- 
tain the  propriety  of  our  refpedivc  fuppofitious  relative  to  this 
piece,  as  far  as  we  were  able;  to  fubmil  our  remarks,  as  they 
gradually  incrcafcd,  alternately  to  each  other,  and  to  difpute  the 
oppofuc  bypothefis,  till  one  of  us  lhould  acquiefce  in  the  opiuion 
of  his  opponen:,  or  each  remain  continued  in  his  own.  The  reader 
is  therefoic  requeued  to  bear  in  mind,  that  if  the  la  ft  feries  cfargu-- 
znents  be  coufidcrcJ  as  an  aufwer  to  the  tiili,  the  firit  was  equally 
written  in  reply  to  the  lad: 

“ unus  fefe  armat  utroque, 

“ L’uaque  incus  animal  nui  diHociabilis  ambos,” 

Malone. 

THAT  this  tragedy  has  forae  merit,  it  were  vain  to  deny;  but 
that  it  is  the  entire  coiupoGiiou  of  Shakfpeare,  is  more  than  can 
be  hadily  granted.  I (hall  not  venture,  with  Dr.  Farmer,  to  de- 
termine that  the  hand  of  our  great  poet  is  only  vilible  in  the  lad 
ad,  for  1 think  it  appears  in  fcvcral  pailages  difperfed  over  each 
of  ihcl'c  divifions.  1 find  it  difficult,  however,  to  perfuade  mvfclf 
that  he  was  lire  original  fabricator  of  the  plot,  or  the  author  of 
every  dialogue,  chorus.  See.  and  this  opinion  i>  founded  on  a con- 
currence of  circumdanccs  which  1 Ih .: 1 1 attempt  to  enumerate,  that 
the  reader  may  have  the  benefit  of  all  the  lights  1 am  able  to  throw 
on  fo  obfeure  a fubjed. 

Be  it  Rid  obfrrved,  that  mod  of  the  chorufrs  in  Pericles  arc 
written  in  a mcafure  which  Sbakfpcare  has  not  employed  on  the 
fame  occafion,  cither  in  The  Winttr's  Tate%  Romeo  and  Juliet , or 
Kin/f  Henry  the  Fifth,  If  it  be  urged,  that  throughout  thefe  re- 
citations Gower  was  his  model,  I can  fafely  affirm  that  their  lan- 
guage, and  fometimes  their  verfiHcatiou,  by  no  means  referable* 
that  of  Chaucer’s  contemporary . One  of  thefe  monologues  is  com- 
pofed  in  hexameters,  and  another  in  alternate  thymes;  neither  of 
which  arc  ever  found  in  hi*  ptinled  woiks,  or  thoie  which  yet 
Tcmain  in  maoufeript  ; nor  docs  he,  like  the  author  of  Pericles , 
introduce  four  and  tive-feet  metre  in  the  f me  fcrics  of  lines.  If 
Shakfpeare  therefore  be  allowed  to  have  copied  not  only  the  general 
outline,  but  even  the  peculiarities  of  nature  with  eafe  and  accuracy, 
we  may  furely  fuppofe  that,  at  the  cxpence  of  fome  unprofitable 
labour,  lie  would  not  have  failed  fo  egregioudy  in  his  imitation  of 
antiquated  ftyle  or  numbers.  — Atm  he  could  adumc  wiib  nicety 
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the  terras  of  a He  elation  and  pedantry,  he  has  fhown  in  the  ehnraflers 
rf  Ofrick  and  Armada , llolof ernes  and  Nathaniel.  That  he  could 
luccefsfully  counterfeit  provincial  dialects,  we  may  learn  froux 
Edgar  and  Sir  Hugh  Evans;  and  that  he  was  no  ftrangcr  to  the 
peculiarities  of  foreign  pronunciation,  is  like  wife  evident  from 
•Icvcral  feenes  of  Englilh  tiu&urcd  with  Ftcuch,  in  The  Meny  Wives 
cj  Windjor  and  King  Henry  the  Fifth.* 

But  it  is  here  urged  by  Mr.  Malone,  that  an  exafi  imitation  of 
Gower  would  have  proved  unintelligible  to  any  audience  during  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  if  it  were  (which  I am  flow  to  admit)  our  author’s 
judgement  would  fcsrcc  have  permitted  him  to  choofe  an  agent 
fo  inadequate  to  the  purpofc  of  an  interpreter;  oue  whole  years 
and  phrafeology  muft  be  fet  at  variance  befote  he  could  be  uodcr- 
fiood,  one  who  was  to  aflutne  the  form,  office,  and  habit  of  an 
ancient,  and  was  yet  to  fpeak  the  language  of  a modern. 

f am  ready  to  allow  my  opponeot  that  the  authors  who  introduced 
Mackiavel , Guicciardini,  and  the  Monk  of  Che/lrrt  on  the  fiage,  have 
never  yet  been  blamed  bccaufc  they  avoided  to  make  the  two 
former  fpeA  in  their  uative  tongue,  and  the  latter  in  the  Englilh 
dialed  of  his  age.  The  proper  language  of  the  Italian  flaiefman 
and  hifloriao,  could  not  have  bee#  underftood  by  our  common 
audiences  ; and  as  to  Rainulphy  he  is  known  to  have  compofed  his 
chronicle  in  Latin.  Befides,  thefe  three  perfouages  wire  writers 
in  profe.  They  are  alike  called  up  to  fuperintend  the  relations 
which  were  originally  found  in  their  refpedive  books;  aud  the 
tnagick  that  converted  them  into  poets,  might  claim  an  equal 
power  over  their  modes  of  .declamation.  The  cafe  is  otherwife,  when 
ancient  bards,  whofe  compulsions  were  in  Englifh,  are  fummoned 
from  the  grave  to  inftrud  their  countrymen  ; for  thefe  apparitions 
may  be  expected  to  (peak  in  the  ftyle  and  language  that  diltuiguilhcg 

* N'otwithftandinj  what  I have  advanced  in  favour  of  Shakfpeare’s  un- 
common powers  of  imitation,  I ara  by  no  means  lure  he  would  have 
proved  fuccefsful  in  acold  attempt  to  copy  the  peculiarities  of  language 
more  ancient  than  his  own . His  exalted  genius  would  have  taught  him 
to  defpiic  fo  lerrile  an  undertaking  ; and  his  good  lenfe  would  have  re- 
drained  him  frotn  engaging  in  a task  which  he  had  neither  leifure  nor 
patience  to  perform.  His  talents  are  difplayed  in  copies  from  originals  of 
a higher  rank.  Neither  am  i convinced  that  inferior  writers  have  been 
over-lucky  in  poetical  niimtekrtes  of  their  early  predecelfoTS.  It  is  leU 
difficult  to  deform  language,  than  to  bellow  on  it  the  true  call  of  an- 
tiquity ; and  t!ioui.;li  the  licentioufnefs  of  Chaucer,  and  the  obfolete 
words  employed  by  Gower,  are  within  the  reach  of  moderate  abilities, 
the  humour  of  the  one,  and  th«  general  idiom  of  the  other, are  not  quite 
fo  eafy  of  attainment.  The  bell  of  our  modern  poets  have  fucceeded  but 
tolerably  in  i^oit  competitions  of  this  kind,  and  have  therefore  shown 
their  prudence  in  attempting  none  of  equal  length  with  the  affetubled 
chorales  iu  Pericles , which  confift  at  leaft  of  three  hundred  lines. 
—-Mr.  Pope  p'rofelfes  to  give  us  a ftory  in  the  manner  of  C haucer ; bus 
ufes  a metre  on  the  occation  in  which  net  a tingle  tale  of  that  author  is 
written. 
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their  real  age,  and  their  known  productions,  when  there  is  no  fuf- 
ftcicut  reafou  w!iy  they  lliould  depart  from  diem. 

if  the  inequalities  of  mcafure  which  I have  pointed  out,  be  alfo 
viiiule  in  the  lyikk  pans  of  Macbeth,  See.  1 mud  obfeive  that 
throughout  thefc  plays  our  author  has  not  profefled  to  imitate  the 
flyle  or  manner  of  any  acknowledged  charadcr  or  age  ; and  there* 
fore  was  tied  down  to  the  obftivaiiou  of  no  particular  rules. 
Hod  of  the  irregular  Ires,  however.  Its  A Mid/ummer  Night's 
D'tarriy  See.  I fufped  of  having  beeu  prolonged  by  cafual  mono* 
fytl.rblcs,  w!  ich  dole  in'O  them  through  the  iuaticntion  of  the 
copvid.  or  the  impertinence  of  the  fpeaker — If  indeed  the  chorufet 
in  Pericles  contain  many  fucli  masked  exptedions  as  arc  oifcovcrablc 
in  Shakfpearc’s  other  dramas,  I mud  confcf>  that  they  have  hitherto 
efcaped  my  notice ; unlcfs  they  may  be  fftid  to  occur  in  particulars 
which  of  ncccility  ruud  he  common  to  all  foliloquies  of  a limilsr 
kind.  Such  interlocutions  cannot  fail  occafioually  to  contain  the 
fame  modes  of  addrefs,  and  the  fame  pcifuafivc  arguments  to  folic i c 
indulgence  and  fccure  apphufe.  As  for  the  aide ’.It  a verba  cele- 
brated  by  Mr.  Malone,  (to  borrow  Milton’s  pbrxfc,)  It u my  ap- 
prchcnfion  they  hum  but  cold  and  Jrore. 

To  theft  obfcrvalions  I may  add,  that  though  Shakfpearc  feems 
to  have  been  well  verfed  in  the  wridogs  of  Chaucer,  his  plays  con- 
tain no  marks  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  works  of  Cover  ftom 
whofe  fund  of  dories  not  one  of  his  plots  is  adopted.  When  I 
quoted  the  Conftjfto  A 'mantis  to  illudratc  44  Florcntius’  love’*  in  The 
laming  of  a Shrew,  it  was  only  becaufe  I had  then  tact  with  no 
other  book  in  which  that  talc  was  related  — I ought  not  to  quit  the 
fubjed  of  thrfc  chorufes  without  remarking  that  Gower  ititcrpofcs 
no  lef*  than  fix  times  iq  the  courfe  of  our  play,  cxcluhve  of  his 
introdudion  and  peroratioo.  Indeed  he  enters  as  often  as  any 
chafm  in  the  ftory  requires  to  be  fupplied.  I do  not  recoiled  the 
fame  pradice  in  other  tragedies,  to  which  the  chorus  ufually  ferves 
as  a prologue,  and  then  appears  only  betweeu  the  ad».  Shakfpearc’s 
legitimate  pieces  in  which  thefe  mediators  arc  fouud,  might  dill 
be  rcpicfented  without  their  aid;  but  the  oroiffion  of  Cower  in 
Fetichs  would  render  it  fo  peifcdty  confufed,  thafr  the  audience 
might  juflly  exclaim  with  Othello  : — 14  Chaos  is  come  again." 

Very  little  that  can  tend  with  certainty  to  edablifh  or  oppofe 
our  author's  exduCve  right  in  this  dramatick  performance,  is  to 
be  colleded  from  the  dumb  /hews;  for  he  has  no  fuch  in  his  other 
plays  as  will  ferve  to  dired  our  judgement.  Thefe  in  Pericles  are 
not  introduced  (in  compliance  with  two  ancient  rufloms)  at  dated 
periods,  or  for  the  fake  of  adventitious  fplendor.  They  do  not 
appear  before  evrrv  ad,  like  thofc  in  Ferren  and  Per>e*i  thev  arc 
rot,  like  thofc  in  Jocafia , merely  odentalious.  Su<4r  deviation! 
from  common  pradice  incline  me  to  believe  that  originally  there 
tvcie  no  mute  exhibitions  at  all  throughout  the  piece  j but  that 
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when  Shakfpeare  undertook  to  reform  it,  finding  fome  parts  pe- 
culiarly long  or  unintereRing,  he  now  and  then  Rruck  nut  tho 
dialogue,  and  only  left  the  aftiob  in  its  room;  advifmg  the  author 
to  add  a few  lines  to  hisenorufes,  as  auxiliaries  on  the  occafion. 
Thofe  whofe  fate  it  is  to  be  engaged  in  the  repairs  of  nu  old 
manlion-houfe,  mufl  fubmit  to  many  aukward  expedients,  which 
they  would  have  efcaped  in  a fabiick  couftrudcd  on  their  own 
plan:  or  it  might  be  obferved,  that  though  Shakfpeare  has  ex- 
piefTcd  his  contempt  of  fuch  dumb  Jhows  as  were  inexplicable^  there 
it  no  reafon  to  believe  he  would  have  pointed  the  fame  ridicule  ac 
others  which  were  more  eafily  underRood.  I do  not  readily  perceive 
that  the  aid  of  a dumb  Jhow  is  much  more  rcprchenlible  than  thafr 
of  a chorus : 

“ Segnius  irritar- 1 animos  demifla  per  aureiM, 

“ Quam  quae  funt  oculis  fubjeda  fidelibus.** 

If  it  be  obferved  that  the  latter  will  admit  of  fentiment  and 
poetical  imagery,  it  may  be  alfo  urged  that  the  former  will  ferve  to 
furnifh  out  fuch  fpedacles  of  magnificence  as  fhould  by  no  means 
appear  defpicable  in  a kingdom  which  has  ever  encouraged  the 
pomp  of  lord  mayors*  fcafts,  inflallmmis,  and  coronations.  — I 
fhould  extend  thefe  remaiks  to  an  unwarrantable  length,  or  might 
be  tempted  to  prove  that  many  of  Shakfpcarc's  plays  exhibit  traces 
of  thefe  folcmn  pantomimes;  * though  they  are  too  adroitly  ma- 
naged by  him  to  have  need  of  verbal  interpretation. 

Next  it  may  be  rematked,  that  the  valuable  parts  of  Pericles  are 
more  diflinguiflicd  by  their  poetical  turn,  than  by  variety  of cha- 
racter, or  command  over  the  paffions.  Partial  graces  are  indeed 
almoll  the  only  improvements  that  the  mender  of  a plav  already 
written  can  calily  introduce  ; for  an  error  in  the  fi rfl  concodio^ 
can  be  redeemed  by  no  future  procefs  of  chemiflry.  A few  flowery 
lines  may  here  and  there  be  (lrewu  on  the  furfiice  of  a draroaiick. 
piece  ; but  thefe  have  little  power  to  impregnate  its  general  mafs. 
Character,  on  the  contrary,  mufi  be  defigned  at  the  author's  ouifet, 
and  proceed  with  gradual  congeniality  through  the  whole.  In 
genuine  Shakfpeare,  it  inlinuales  itfclf  every  where,  with  an  addrefs 
like  that  of  Viigil's  fnakc— . 


* The  reader  who  is  willing  to  purfue  this  hint,  may  confult  what  are 
now  called  the  Jla^e  direflions% throughout  the  folio  t6j3,in  the  following 
pages.  I refer  to  this  copy, becaufe  itcannot  b-  fnfpected  of  modern  inter- 
polation. Temp  eft,  p.  1 3,  x 5,  1 6 A ICs  Welt  See.  a 34. 2 38.  Kin*  Henry  ft.  P.  I. 
200,  jr>2,ioS.  Ditto,  P II.  125,  127,  129  Ditto,  P.  1 S I 164.  King 
Henry  Will  20G,  207,211,  3i5,  224,226,231.  Coriolanui,  6,  7.  Titus 
jindronietti,  3i.  Timont  82.  Macbeth,  i35,  144.  Hgmle(t  2C } . Antenj  nu4 

Cleopatra,  l5x,  355.  Cymbellne , 3g2,  3f)3. 
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it fit  tortile  collo 

«»  Aurum  ingeos  coluber;  fit  longre  taenia  vitUr, 

“ lnucditque  comas*  fc  membris  lubricus  errat.” 

But  tile  diama  before  us  contains  no  difcrimiualiou  of  manners,  * 
(except  in  the  comick  dialogues,)  very  few  traces  of  original 
thought,  and  is  evidently  deftitutc  of  that  intelligence  and  ufeful 
knowledge  that  pervade  even  the  meanett  of  Shakfpeare's  undif- 
puted  performances.  To  fpeak  more  plainly,  it  is  neither  enriched 
by  the  gems  that  fparklc  through  the  rubbifii  of  Love's  Labour's 
Lojl,  nor  the  good  fenfc  which  fo  often  fertilizes  the  barren  fable 

of  the  Two  Gentlemen  cf  Verona Verities.,  in  fhort,  is  little  more 

than  a firing  of  adventures  fo  numerous,  fo  inartificially  crowded 
together,  aod  fo  far  removed  from  probability,  that  in  rny  private 
judgement,  I muff  acquit  even  the  irregular  and  lawlefs  Shakfpeare 
of  having  eonftruded  the  fabrick  of  the  drama,  though  lie  has 
certainly  bellowed  fume  dccoratiou  on  its  parts.  Yet  even  this  de- 
coration, like  embroidery  on  a blanket,  only  ferves  by  contrafl  to 
expofe  the  meannefs  of  the  original  mateiials.  That  the  plays  of 
Shakfpeare  have  their  inequalities  likewife,  is  fulficiently  uuder- 
ftood;  but  they  arc  ftill  the  inequalities  of  Shakfpeare.  He  may 
occaliotially  be  abfurd.  but  is  feldora  fooliih  ; he  may  be  ccnfurcd^ 
but  can  rarely  be  defpifed. 

1 do  not  recoiled  a Tingle  plot  of  Shakfpcarc’s  formation  (or 
even  adoption  from  preceding  plays  or  novels), xin  which  the  ma- 
jority of  the  chaiaders  are  not  fo  well  comieded,  and  fo  ueceflary 
in  ref ped  of  each  other,  that  they  proceed  in  combination  to  the 
cod  of  the  ftory;  unlefs  that  ftory  (as  in  the  cafes  of  dntigonus  and 
AJercutio ) requires  the  interpofilion  of  death.  In  Verities  this  con- 
tinuity is  wanting  ; 

«*  disjedas  moles,  avulfaque  faxis 

44  Saxa  vides 

end  even  with  the  aid  of  Goner  the  feenes  are  rather  loofely 
tacked  together,  than  cloftly  interwoven.  Wc  fee  no  more  of 
Antiochus  after  his  firft  appearance.  His  anonymous  daughter  ut- 
ters but  one  uuimelligtble  couplet,  and  then  vanifhes.  Simonides 
likewife  is  loft  as  foon  as  the  marriage  of  Thaifa  is  over;  and  the 
punifhrncnt  of  Cleon  and  his  wife,  which  pociick  juftice  demanded, 
makes  no  part  of  the  adion,  but  is  related  in  a kind  of  epi- 
logue by  Gower.  This  is  at  leaf!  a pradicc  which  in  no  inftance 
lias  received  the  fandion  of  Shakfpeare.  From  fuel*  deficiency 
of  mutual  iutereft,  and  lioijon  among  the  perfonages  of  the  drama, 

* Thofe  upticks  that  can  detect  the  fmallcft  vehige  of  Shakfpeare  in 
the  character  of  the  Ventapolilan  monarch , cannot  fail  with  equal  felicity 
to  difeover  Helen's  beauty  in  a brow  oj  Egypt,  and  to  find  all  that  should 
adorn  the  Gr«m,  in  the  perlons  and  conduct  of  the  weird  Jifttrs.  Com- 
pared with  this  Simonidti,  the  King  of  Navarre  in  Love's  Labour's  Loft 
'Jkefeus  in  the  Mi  dfummer  Night's  Dream,  and  the  Rex  ffulatij/imus  in  Al^$ 
Veil  that  tndt  wellt  arc  the  rarcll  compounds  of  Machiavel  and  Htrtuios , 
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if  am  further  ftrcngthened  in  my  belief  tKit  our  great  poet  bad  no 
(bare  in  coullrutting  it.*  Dr.  Jotuifou  long  ago  obfcived  that 

* It  is  remarkable,  that  -*o t a name  appropriated  by  Shakfpeare  to  any 
tharacter  throughout  his  other  playe,  is  to  be  found  in  this.  At  the 
fame  time  the  reader  will  obferve  that,  except  in  fuch  pieces  as  are 
built  on  hiftorical  fubjects,  or  English  fiblcs,  he  employs  the  famo 
proper  names  repeatedly  in  his  different  dramas. 


Antonio.  Temped. 

Sebaftian.  

Ferdinand.  

Francilco.  

Stcphano.  

Helena.  Cytr.beiine, 
Demetrius.  M.  N.  Dr. 
Valentine.  Two  Gent. 


Balthazar. 

Efcalus. 

Claudio. 

Juliet. 

Mariana. 


Much  Ado. 
H.  and  Jul. 
Much  Ado. 
K.  and  Jul. 
M.  for  Meaf. 


Two  Gent. 
Tw.  Night. 

L L. Loft. 
Hamlet. 

M.  of  Ven. 
All’s  Well. 
Ant.  and  Cl, 
Tw.  Night. 
M.  of  Ven. 
M.  for  Meaf. 


MuchAdo.  T.  Night.  M.  ofV. 


M.  N.  Dr.  Tf.  andCref. 


Coro,  of  I.  R.  and  Juft 


All’s  Well. 


Vincentio.  Tam. the  Shrew. 


Portia. 

Grati.ino. 

Dolaline. 

Katharine. 

Maria. 

Emilia. 

Angelo. 

Varro. 

Flavius.  

l.ucilius.  

Dioinedes.  Tr.  and  CrefT. 
Varrius.  M.  for  Meal. 
Hamlet. 
Othello. 

Tr.  and  Cteff. 
Hamlet. 


As  you  &c. 
L.  L.  Loft 


Julius  Cxlar.  M.  of  Ven. 

Othello.  • 

L.  L.  Loft. 

Tam,  the  Shrew. 

Twelfth  Night.  

Othello.  W.  Talc. 

M for  Meaf.  Coin.  ot'E* 

Timon.  Julius  Cxf. 


Com.  of  £. 


Cornelius. 

Bianca. 

Paris. 

Baptifta. 

Claudius. 

Philo. 

Ventidius. 

Lucius. 

Cefario. 


Ant.  and  Cleo. 

Cymbeline. 
Twelfth  Night. 


An  t.mdCIco. 

Cymbeline. 
T.  the  Shrew. 
R.  and  jul. 

T.  the  Shr. 
Jul.  Cxiar. 
Timon. 


Ant.andClco. 

To  thefe  might  be  added  fu^h  as  only  differ  from  each  other  by  meaaa 


of  fresh  terminations: 
Launce.  Two  Gent. 


Adrian.  Tetnpeft.  and  Adriana 

Francifco.  Hamlet,  See.  and  Francifca. 

Luce.  Com.  of  Errors.  Lueina,  ibid. 

Silvius.  As  you  like  it.  and  Silvia. 

Egeus.  Mid.  Night’s  Dr*  and  Egeon. 

and  Hortenfio. 


and  Launcelot.  Merchant  of  Venice. 


Hortcniius.  Timon. 
Lcwnato.  MuchAdo* 


and  Lceaatui* 


Comedy  of  Errors. 
Meature  for  Meaiure. 
Lucetta.  Two  Gent. 
Two  Gent,  of  Verona. 
Comedy  of  Errors. 
Taming  of  the  Shraw* 
Cymbeline, 
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liis  real  power  is  not  feen  in  the  fplendor  of  particular  pafiages,  hut 
in  the  progrefs  of  his  frblc,  and  the  tenour  of  his  dialogue  : and 
when  it  becomes  neceffarv  for  me  to  quote  a decifton  founded  on 
comprehenfive views,  lean  appeal  to  none  in  which  I (hould  more 
implicitly  confide. — Cotter  relates  the  ftory  of  Pericles  in  a manner 
not  quite  fo  defultory  ; and  yet  fu*b  a tale  as  that  rf  Prince  Appolyn, 
in  it*  mod  pcrfc&  Rale,  woulJ  hardly  have  attracted  the  notice  of 
any  playwright,  except  one  who  was  quite  a novice  in  the  rules  of 
his  art.  Mr.  Maloue  indeed  obfttves  that  our  author  has  puifued 
the  legend  exafily  as  he  found  it  in  the  Confejfm  Amontis,  or  die* 
where.  I can  only  add,  that  this  is  by  no  mlant  his  pradicc  in 
any  other  dramas,  exccptfuch  as  are  merely  hiflorical,  or  founded 
on  fads  from  which  he  could  not  venture  to  deviate,  becaufe  they 
were  univeifally  believed.  Shakfpcare  has  defected  his  origi  als  in 
Asiru  lilt  it,  Hamlet,  Lear , &c.  The  curious  reader  may 

eafrlv  convince  himfclfofihc  truth  of  thefe  afiTcriions. 

rhat  Shak.fper.re  his  repeated  in  his  later  plays  any  material  cir- 
cumflances  which  he  had  adopted  in  his  more  early  ones,  I am  by 
no  means  ready  to  allow.  Some  fmallcr  coincidences  with  himfelf 
may  perhaps  be  difeovered.  ihoucii  it  be  not  ufuil  for  one 
arcbiiefi  to  build  two  fabrick*  exadly  alike,  lie  may  vei  be  found 
to  have  difltibuted  many  ornaments  in  common  ovet  both,  and  to 
have  fitted  up  more  than  one  apartment  with  the  fame  cornice  and 
mouldings.  If  Pericles  (hould  be  fuppofed  to  bear  any  general  and 
fluking  rcfcmblanoc  to  The  Winter's  Tale , let  me  enquire  in  what 
psfrt  of  the  former  we  are  to  fearch  for  the  flighted  traces  of 
Leontes'  jealoufy  (the  hinge  on  which  the  fable  turns)  the  noble 
fortitude  of  Htrmone,  the  gallantry  of  Floriiil,  the  fpirit  of  Paulina, 
or  the  humour  oT  .Into  If  cut  ? Two  (lories  cannot  be  faid  to  have 
much  corrcfpondcnce,  when  the  chief  featutes  that  diflinguiflt  the 
oue,  are  entirely  wanting  in  the  other. 


Names  that  in  fomeplays  are  appropriated  to  fpenfclng  chnraflera,  in 
oilier  dramas  arc  introduced  as  belonging  only  to  ablent  perions  or 
things.  1 bus  we  have  mention  of  a 

Rofaline,  a Lucio,  a Helena,  a V -dentine,  &c.  in  Romeo  and  Juliet. 

Ifabella,  Efcalus,  Antonio,  and  S'-bafttan,  in  All's  well  that  ends  well* 
Capulet  and  Roderigo,  in  Twelfth  Night. 

Terdinand  and  Trotllis,  in  the  Taming  of  a Shrew,  &c. 

T have  taken  this  minute  trouble  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
how  unlikely  it  is  that  Shakfpeare  should  have  been  content  to  ulc  lecond- 
band  names  in  fo  many  of  Ins  more  finished  plays,  and  at  the  lame  time 
have  bellowed  original  ones  throughoutthe  feencs  of  Peric/ti.This  atfords 
additional  fufpicion,to  meatleaft,thatthc  Rory, and  the  perlonx  dramatis, 
were  not  of  our  author's  1 election. — Neither  Gower,  nor  the  translator  of 
Kin?  Appolyn,  hasbeen  followed  on  this  occafion ; for  the  names  of  Perides% 
Efcanes,  Slmonniti,  Cleon , Lyftmachui,  and  Marina,  are  foreign  to  the  oisk 
flgty,  as  related  both  by  the  poet  and  the  aovciilt. 


t 
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Mr.  Malone  is  likewifc  willing  to  fuppofe  tliat  Shakfp*3re  eon- 
traded  his  dialogue  in  the  laft  a St  of  7 he  Winter's  Tale , becaufe  he 
had  bcfoic  cxhaulled  birr. f«  lf  on  the  fam'e  fubjtd  in  fmc/rr.  But 
it  is  eafy  to  juilify  mis  difim&ion  in  our  poet's  conduit,  on  other 
principles.  Neither  the  king  or  queen  of  Tyre  feels  the  f-ndleft 
'degicc  of  feil-rrproach.  They  mtet  with  repeated  expreffious  of 
rapture,  for  they  were  parted  only  bv  unprovoked  roisfnuuac. 

'J  hey  Ipeak  without  referve,  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  their 
{lory  which  the  one  or  the  other  can  wifh  to  be  fu p prilled. — 
l.iaht-Sy  on  the  coutrary,  feems  content  to  welcome  his  return  of 
liappinefs  without  expatiating  on  the  means  by  which  he  bad  for- 
merly ft olt  it;  nor  does  Hermione  recapitulate  her  fu  Re  rings,  through 
feat  to  revive  the  memory  of  particulars  which  might  be  conftrued 
into  a reiiedion  of  her  hufband’s  jealoufy.  The  difeovery  of  Ma- 
rina would  l.kewife  admit  of  clamorous  tranfport,  for  ftmilai  rea- 
Tons;  but  whatever  could  be  faid  on  the  reftoration  of  Perdita  to 
her  mother,  would  only*  tend  to  prolong  the  remorfe  of  her  father. 
Throughout  the  notes  which  I have  contributed  to  the  play  of 
Periiles,  1 have  not  been  backward  to  point  out  many  of  the  par- 
ticulars on  which  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Malouc  is  built;  for  as  truth, 
oot  vi&oiy,  is  the  Gbjeit  of  us  both,  1 am  fure  we  cannot  wifh  to 
keep  any  part  of  the  evidence  that  may  feem  to  atfed  our  reciprocal 
opinio  11$,  out  of  fight 

Mr.  Malunc  is  likcwife  felicitous  to  prove,  from  the  wildnefs 
and  irregularity  of  the  fable;  8cc.  that  this  was  cither  our  author's 
firft,  or  one  of  his  carliclt  dramas.  It  might  have  been  fo ; ami 
yet  1 am  foiry  to  obferve  that  the  fame  qualities  predominate  in  bis 
more  mature  performances;  hut  thcie  thefe  defc&s  are  inftrumeoiat 
in  producing  beauties.  If  we  travel  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  fiom 
Alexandria  to  Home—  to  Mejjir.a — into  Syria — to  Athens  — to  Album, 
we  are  Hill  lelievcd  in  the  couifr  of  our  peregrinations  by  variety 
of  objects,  and  importance  of  events.  But  are  we  rewaided  in 
the  lame  manner  for  out  journeys  from  Antioch  to  Tyre , from  Tyre 
to  Peniapotts,  fiom  Pentapolis  to  T ha  Jus , from  Tkarfus  to  Tyre, 
from  Tyre  to  Xlitylene,  and  from  X HtyUr.c  \o  Ephefust — I is  one  light, 
indeed,  1 am  ready  to  allow  Pericles  was  our  poet's  Bill  attempt. 
Before  he  was  fatisficd  with  his  own  firength,  and  nutted  • him  Pel  f 
to  the  pubtick,  lie  might  have  tried  his  hand  wi  h a partner,  aod 
entered  the  theatre  in  difguife.  Before  he  venumd  to  face  an 
audience  on  the  ftage,  it  was  natural  that  he  Ibould  peep  at  them 
through  the  curtain. 

What  Mr.  Malone  has  called  the  inequalities  of  the  poetry , 'f  fhould 
rather  term  the  patchivorh  oj  tht  Jiyle,  in  which  the  general  How  of 
Shakfpcure  is  not  often  vifible.  An  unwearied  blaze  of  woids, 
like  that  which  burns  throughout  Phetdra  and  Hippohtus , and 
Marianne , is  never  attempted  by  our  author;  for  fucb  uniformity 
could  be  maintained  but  by  keeping  nature  at  a diHance.  Inequality 
and  wildnefs,  therefore,  cannot  be  received  as  criterion!  by  which 
we  are  to  diftinguifh  the  early  pieces  of  Ibakfpeare  from  thoft 
which  were  written  at  a later  period, 
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But  one  peculiarity  relative  to  the  complete  genuine  nrfs  of  thii 
plav,  hat  hitherto  been  difreearded,  though  in  my  opinion  it  it 
absolutely  dccifive  I (hall  not  befitate  to  affiim,  that  through 
different  pars  of  Peticles%  there  arc  more  frequent a ud  more auk^ard 
elhpfcs  than  occur  in  all  the  other  dramas  attributed  to  the  fame 
author;  and  that  thefe  figures  of  Speech  appear  only  in  fitch  worih- 
Icfs  portions  of  the  dialogue  as  cannot  ymh  jufticc  be  imputed  to 
him.  Were  the  play  the  work  of  any  fi'ugle  hand,  or  had  it  been 
corrupted  only  by  a printer,  it  is  uaiural  to  fuppofe  t at  this  clipped 
jargon  would  have  been  Scattered  over  it  with  equality.  Had  it 
been  the  cumpofuinn  of  our  great  poet,  he  would  be  found  to  have 
availed  himfilf  of  the  fame  liccnfe  in  his  other  tragedies  ; nor  per- 
haps, would  an  individual  writer  have  called  the  Same  characters 
and  places  alternately  Peiicles  and  Pericles,  Tliaifa  and  Thaifat 
Pentapolis  and  Pentapolis.  ShakSpeare  never  varies  the  quantity 
of  his  proper  names  m the  cotnpafs  of  one  play.  In  Cymbelint  we 
always  meet  with  Poflhutuus,  uot  Poilbiimus,  Arvitague,  and  not 
Arviragus. 

It  rnt\  appear  Singular  that  I have  hitherto  laid  no  ftrefs  on  fucU 
pa>alUls  between  tbt  acknowledged  plays  of  ShakSpeare  and  Pericles , 
a>  are  produced  in  the  couife  of  our  preceding  illuftriiions.  But 
perhaps  any  aigument  that  could  be  derived  from  So  fci|  of  thefe, 
ought  cot  to  be  dccifivc  ; for  the  fame  restoring  might  tend  to 
prove  that  every  little  piece  of  coincidence  of  thought  an  I ex- 
pr  rffiOn,  is  in  reality  one  of  the  petty  larcenies  of  literature  ; and 
thus  we  might  in  the  end  impeach  the  original  merit  of  thbfo 
whom  we  ought  not  to  fufpeii  of  having  need  to  borrow  from  their 
prcdeceffot».v  I can  only  add  on  this  iubjed,  (like  Dr.  Farmer) 
mat  the  world  is  already  pofTeiTed  of  the  Marks  oj  Imitation;  and 
that  there  is  Scarce  one  Englifh  tragedy  but  beats  Some  flight  in- 
ternal reft  mblance  to  another.  1 thenfoic  attempt  no  dedudion 
from  preroifes  occafionally  fallacious,  nor  pretend  to  dtfeover  in 
the  piece  befnre  us  the  draughts  of  fccuct  which  were  aficrwaidg 
more  happily  wrought,  or  the  (lender  and  crude  principles  of  ideas 
which  on  other  occafions  were  dilated  into  coufequencc,  or  poltfhcd 
into  luHrt.f  Not  that  Such  a kind  of  evidence,  however  Wrong, 

* Dr  'jobnfon  once  a flu  red  me,  that  when  he  wrote  hit  Irene  he  had 
revet  te-d  Otktllo  ; but  me  eting  with  it  toon  afterwards,  was  lurpriud 
to  find  he  had  given  one  of  his  characters  a Speech  very  flrongly  refem- 
biingthat  in  which  Caliio  describes  tiic  effects  produced  by  Detdeninna'e 
beauty  on  lucli  inanimate  objects  as  th  e gutter'd  reeks  and  con$iegaiid  fanJs, 
The  doctor  added,  that  on  making  the  diicoveiy,  for  fear  of  imputed 
p!agi.«ritiu,he  ttruck  out  this  accidental  coincidence  from  his  own  tragedy* 

+ Though  l admit  that  a Small  portion  of  general  and  oceaflonn!  rel 
tious  may  pais  u.itutpected  from  the  works  of  one  author  into  thole  of 
another,  yet  when  multitudes  of  minute  coincidences  occur,  they  rouft 
have  owed  their  'ntroduction  to  contrivance  and  delign.  The  luted  and 
le  tft  equivocal  marks  of  imitation  (lays  Dr.  Hurd)  are  to  be  found  ia 
peculiarities  of  phrate  and  diction;  an  identity  in  both,  is  the  inol^ 
certain  uote  of  plagiarism. 
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or  however  fkif fully  applied,  would  diveft  my  former  argument* 
of  their  weight  i tor  f admit  without  icfcivc  that  Shailpearc 

41 whole  hopeful  colours 

41  Advance  a halj~jat' d Jun  Jitiving  to Jhir.t* 

This  ubfervation  inclines  me  to  offer  a few  words  in  regard  toShak- 
fpeare’s  imputed  share  in  The  Two  Jboblt  Kinjmen. 

On  Mr.  Pope's  opinion  relative  to  this  iubject,  no  great  reliance  can 
be  placed;  lor  he  who  reprobated  Tie  Winter's  Tale  as  a performance 
alien  to  Shakfpeare,  could  boafl  of  tittle  ac  quaintance  with  the  fpirit  or 
manner  of  the  author  whom  he  undertook  to  correct  and  explain. 

Dr.  Wai button  (Vol  I.  after  the  table  ol  editions)  expreifes  a belief 
that  our  great  poet  wrote  44  the  firft  act,  but  in  his  word  manner.’*  Th« 
Dot  tor  indeed  only  teems  to  have  been  ambitious  of  adding  foxuewhat 
(though  at  random)  to  the  decitiou  of  his  predeceffor. 

Mr.  Seward’s  enquiry  into  the  authenticity  of  this  piece,  has  been  fully 
examined  by  Mr.  Column,  who  adduces  tcveral  arguments  to  piove  that 
our  author  had  no  concein  in  it.  (bee  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  laft  edit, 
Vol.  1.  p.  1 18  ] Mr.  Colman  might  have  added  more  to  the  fame  purpofe; 
but  luckily  for  the  public  lr,  his  penis  always  better  engaged  than  in 
tritical  and  antiquarian  dif quiutions. 

As  Dr. Farmer  has  advanced  but  little  on  the  prel'ent  occafion,  I confer* 
my  inability  to  determine  the  point  on  which  his concluiiun  is  founded. 

This  play,  however, was  not  printed  till  eighteen  years  alter  the  death 
of  Shakfpeare;  and  its  title-page  carries  ail  the  air  of  a canting  book- 
feller’s  iinpofttion.  Would  any  one  elle  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  tell 
the  world,  that  Fletcher  and  his  pietendcd  coadjutor,  Were  “ memorably 
worthies?"  The  piece  too  was  printed  for  one  Join  Water  fan,  a man  w|j<> 
had  no  copy-right  in  any  of  our  author’s  other  dtamas.  It  was  equal, y 
unknown  to  the  editors  in  i6a3,  and  *632  ; and  was  rejected  by  thole 
in  1664,  and  t685. — In  jb6i,  Kirkman,  another  knight  of  the  rubrick  poj f 
i titled  out  Tie  Birth  oj  Merlin,  by  Rowley  and  Shakjpeart.  Arc  we  to 
receive  a pail  ol  this  alio  as  a genuine  work  of  the  latter  ? for  the  au- 
thority of  Kirkman  is  as  retpcctablc  as  that  of  WaUrJon.-- 1 may  add,  as  4 
fiiuilar  ir. fiance  of  the  craft  or  ignorance  of  thefe  ancient  Curls , that  in 
1640.  til C Coronation,  claimed  by  Shirley,  was  printed  in  Hitcher's  name, 
snd  |l  know  not  why)  is  flill  permitted  to  hold  a place  among  his  other 
dramas. 

That  Shakfpeare  had  the  flightell  connection  with  B.  and  Fletcher,  ha* 
not  been  proved  by  evidence  of  any  kind.  There  are  no  verles  written 
by  either  in  his  commendation  ; but  they  both  Hand  convicted  of  having 
aimed  their  ridicule  at  pa  tinges  in  It  veral  of  bis  plays.  His  imputed  in- 
timacy with  one  of  them,  is  therefore  unaccountable.  Neither  arc  the 
names  of  our  great  confederates  entailed  with  thofe  of  other  wits  who 
frequented  the  literary  JympoJia  held  at  the  Devil  Tavern  in  Fleet-fliect. 
As  they  were  gentlemen  of  family  and  fortune,  it  is  probable  that  they 
afpired  to  company  of  a higher  rank  than  that  of  needy  poets,  or  mer- 
cenary players.  T heir  dialogue  bears  abundant  tcttiniutiy  to  this  tuppo- 
lition;  while  Shaklpeare’s  attempts  to  exhibit  Inch  Iprightly  conven- 
tions as  pafs  betw  een  young  men  of  elegance  and  fashion,  arc  vciy  raic, 
and  almoft  confined  (as  Dr.  (ohnloa  remarks)  to  the  chaiacteis  ot  Mer- 
cutio  and  his  allot iates.  Our  author  cotld  not  ealily  copy  what  he  had 

few  opportunities  of  obferving So  much  for  the  uniikelineis  of 

tleuhcr’s  having  united  with  Shaklpeaie  in  the  lame  compolitioa. 
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3i  vifible  in  many  fcenes  throughout  the  play.  Rut  it  follows  oej 
from  t ier.ee  that  he  is  anfwcrable  for  its  word  pans,  though  the 

But  here  it  may  he  asked — why  was  the  name  of  our  poet  joined  with 
that  of  Beaumont’s  coadjutor  in  The  Two  fr'obte  Kin/men , rather  than  it* 
•ny  other  play  of  the  fame  author  that  to  long  remained  in  m&nofcripi? 

1 antwer, — that  this  event  might  have  taken  its  rile  from  the  playhoule 
tradition  mentioned  by  Pope,  and  founded,  as  I conceive,  on  a lingulae 
occymence,  which  it  is  my  prelent  office  to  point  out  and  illullrate  to 
aiy  readers* 

The  language  and  Images  of  this  piece  coincide'  perpetually  witfe 
thole  in  the  dramas  of  Shakfpeare.  The  fame  frequency  of  coincidence 
occurs  in  no  other  individual  ofFletcher’s  works;  and  how  is  fo  material 
a diflinctioa  to  be  accounted  for?  Did  Shaklpeare  alhft  the  lurvivoi  of 
Beaumont  in  his  tragedy?  Surely  no  ; for  if  he  had,  he  would  not  (to 
borrow  a conceit  from  M cih  in  Love's  Labour's  Loft)  have  written  as  ij ie 
had  bttn  it  a greet  feaft  of  tragedies,  and ftolen  the Jcrays.  It  was  natural 
that  he  should  more  Itudiout.y  have  abftained  fiurn  the  ule  of  marked 
exprelhons  in  this  than  in  any  other  of  his  pieces  written  withnutaiCtt- 
aac  e.  He  cannot  be  iulpected  ol  lo  pitiful  an  ambition  as  that  of  fetlirj 
his  leal  on  the  portions  he  wrote,  to  diftinguish  them  from  thole  of  hia 
colleague.  It  was  bis  buhneis  to  coaleice  with  Fletcher,  and  not  to 
withdraw  from  him.  But,  were  our  author  convicted  of  this  jealous 
artifice,  let  me  ask  where  we  are  to  look  for  any  (ingle  dialogue  in  which 
thefe  lines  ofieparatton  are  not  drawn.  If  they  aic  to  be  regarded  as 
landmarks  to  afeertain  our  author's  property,  they  isnd  fo  conftantly  in 
our  way,  that  we  muft  adjudge  the  whole  literary  eftate  to  him.  1 hope 
do  one  will  be  found  who  luppofes  our  duumvirate  fat  down  to  cor- 
jrect  what  each  other  wrote,  lo  luch  an  indignity  Fletcher  could  not 
well  have  iubmitted  ; and  fuch  a drudgery  Shaklpeare  would  as  hardly 
have  endured.  In  Pericles  it  is  no  difficult  task  to  diferiminate  the  Irenes 
in  which  the  hand  of  the  latter  is  evident.  1 fay  again,  let  the  critic  k try 
if  the  lame  undertaking  is  as  eafy  in  The  Two  froth  Kinjmen*  The  ftvle 
of  Fletcher  on  other occafion*  is  fufticient.y  diflinct  from  Shaklpcare’a 
though  it  may  mix  more  intimately  with  that  of  Beaumont : 

“Of  t * kironiS'va.utvof  xefraSw' rot  Afa?far 

QutiS'i  cvfX^tptTcu  tsfbv  fay*  Apol.  Rkod. 

Prom  loud  Araxes  Lycus*  dreams  divide, 

But  roll  with  Phafis  in  a blended  tide. 

But,  that  my  aflertions  relative  to  coincidence  may  notarppafwithou* 
foroe  (upport,  I proceed  to  inlcrt  • few  of  many  infant  n that  n>i;:ht  be 
brought  in  aid  of  an  opinion  which  I am  ready  to  lubjoin  — The  Crft 
paflage  hereafter  quoted  is  always  from  The  Two  Noble  hinfmtn,  edit. 
17S0;  the  lecond  from  the  Plays  of  Skahfpeare,  edit.  1778.* 

/1.  — — Dear  glafi  of  ladies.  p.  9.  Vol.  X- 

1 #. he  was  indeed  the  glaft 

\ Wherein  the  noble  youths  did  drefs  ihemfclves.  King  Henry  Jfm 
l Fart  11.  Vol.  V.  p.  487, 

S1* blooi-fii'd  field— ■ p.  9. 

2. o'e:  fttd  with  coagulate  gore.  Hamlet,  Vol.  X.  p.  284* 

+ The  prrlent  edition  being  unfinished,  theie  tefexemtes  could  ill 
Ire  tfikdc  to  torieipond  with  it, 
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1i«ft  it  contains  may  be,  not  di (honourably,  imputed  to  him.  Botk 
weeds  and  (lowers  appear  in  the  fame  parterre,  jet  we  do  not 


S Subd 

|9-  

\ By  fo 

f 1.  His  0 

| As  is 
( To  hi 
ft.  Their 

i Mingh 

!: 

i: 

{: 
f 

f 

f\.  Tkejeus.]  To-moi 
j To  flowery  May 

1 «.  Tkeftui.)  I 

\ The  rite  of  May 

f 
f 

fi.  Dear 
l The  . 

1;: 


as  off  re  ft  do  the  fish, 

Subdue  before  they  touch.  p,  i&. 

as  it  the  ojprey  to  the  fish,  who  take*  it 
By  fovereiguty  of  nature.  Coriolaaor,  Vol.  VII.  p. 467. 

His  ocean  needs  not  my  poor  drops.  p.  ao. 

—  as  petty  tq  hit  ends 

As  is  the  morn-dew  on  a myrtle  leaf 

To  his  grand  Jta.  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  Vol.  Mil.  p.aSo. 

Their  inter  tangltd  too  ft  of  love.  p,  at. 

Grief  and  patience,  rooted  in  him  both. 

Mingle  their  Jpun  together,  Cymbeli^-  Vol.  IX.  p.  ajt • 

Lord,  lord,  the  difference  of  men  ! p.  3o. 

O,  the  difference  ol  man  and  man.  King  Lear,  Vol. IX.  p.  Sot. 
Like  lazy  clouds — . p.  3o. 

the  /tfzy-pacing  eland! — . Borneo  and  Juliet.  \ ol.X.  p.S9. 

—  » the  angry  fwine 

Hies  like  a Parthian. 

Or,  like  the  Parthian,  I shall  flying  fight.  Cymbelint,  Vol.  IX.  p.  to*. 
Mr.  be  ward  oblcrvet  that  this  companion  occurs  no  where  iff 
Shakfpeare. 

Banish'd  the  kingdom,  Jcc.— p.  41. 

See  the  ipeech  ol  Romeo  on  the  fame  ••safion.  Borneo  and  Juliet, 

Vol.  X.  p.  101,  bee. 

He  has  a tongue  will  tame 

Temped®  — . p,  42, 

— she  would  fing  the  favagenefs  out  of  a bear.  Othello,  Vol.  X* 

p.  S74. 

Tho/eut.]  To-morrow,  by  the  fun,  to  do  abjervauea 
To  flowery  May.  p.  4 y. 

Thejeut.]  they  rofe  up  early  to  obftrve 

The  rite  ofMay.  Midjammer  Nigkt't  Dream,  Vnl.IlI.  p.§f> 

Let  all  the  dukes  and  all  the  devil*  roar, 

He  is  at  liberty—.  p.  48. 

And  if  the  devil  come  and  roar  for  them, 

He  shall  not  have  them.  king  Henry  If.  Vol. V.  p. 

— in  thy  rumination 

That  I,  poor  man,  might  eftfooos  come  between.  p.  So. 

— Nymph,  in  thy  ortfom 

Be  all  my  fins  remember'd  1 Hamlet,  Vol.  X.  p. 

Dear  caufies  Palamon  — 

Pal.  Conner  Arcite.  p.  5x. 

Gentle  Harry  Percy,  and  kind  touj fa,— 

T he  devil  take  luch  cozeners.  King  Henry  If.  Part.  I.  Vol.V.  p.*8fl. 
this  quedion,  fick  between  us, 

By  bleeding  mud  be  cur'd.  p.  54. 

Let's  purge  this  cfceler  without  letting. blood . Kit  gBi  chard  II.  Vol.V. 

j.  1*7. 
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infer  from  their  being  found  together,  that  they  were  planted  bj 
the  fame  baud. 


p.  86. 

Othello,  Vol.  X.  p.  Cit. 


■ ■ - fwim  with  your  hodyt 

And  carry  it  tweetty — . p.Pi. 

Bcaryour  body  morefeemly,  Audrey.  As  you  Like  if,  Vol.  1 II. p.  38e. 
And  dainty  rfuke  whole  doughty  rfifm.il  fame.  p.  64. 

Whereat  with  Made,  with  Moody  blameful  Made*.  Midfummer  Nigkt't 

Dram,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  n>* 

And  then  she  fung 

Nothing  but  willow,  willow p.  ja. 

fmg  willow,  willow , — . Othello,  Vol.  X.  p.  5gi. 

. 01)  who  can  find  the  bent  of  woman’s  fancy  ! p.  84. 

. Oh  und'Ainguish'd  tpace  of  w oman’s  will ! King  Lear. Vol. IX.  p.533. 

• like  the  great-ey'd  Juno's,  but  (ax  Jweeter.  p.8l. 

. /water  than  the  lids  of  Juno's  eyes.  Winter's  7V#,Vot.IV.p.38o. 

better,  o’  my  confcience. 

Was  never  foldicr's  friend. 

A better  never  did  itfelf  iuAiia 
Upon  a foldier’s  thigh. 

his  tongue 

Sounds  like  a trumpet.  p.  87. 

Would  plead  like  angels  trumpet-tongued.  Macbeth,  Vol.  IV,  p.  48S. 

this  would  shew  bravely, 

Fighting  about  the  titles  of  two  kingdoms.  p.  89, 

Inch  a fight  as  this 

becomes  the  field, but  here  shews  much  amifs.  Mamb/,Vol.K.p.4i(. 

Look  where  she  comes  ! you  s hall  petetivt  her  behaviour,  p.  89. 

Lo  you  where  she  comes  ! Thii  is  her  very  guije.  Macbeth,  Vol.  IV. 

p.  58y. 

■■  ■■  the  burden  on't  was  down-a  down- a.  p.  90. 

You  muAfing  down-a  down- a : oh  how  the  wheel  becomes  it!  Hamlet , 

Vol.  X.  p.  35S. 

How  her  brain  eoint  p.  g0> 

. This  is  the  very  coinage  of  your  brain.  Hamlet,  Vol.  X.  p,3?7. 

Doctor.]  not  an  engrafted  madoefs,  but  a moA  thick  and  pre- 
found melancholy — . P-9t. 

Doctor.]  — — - notfo  A.k,  my  lord. 

As  she  is  troubled  with  thick-coming  fancies— . Af7uMVol.IV.p.5g6. 
Doctor.  1 think  she  has  a perturbed  mind,  which  I cannot  minifter  to. 

p.  91. 

perturbed  fpirit ! Hamlet , Vol.  X.  p.  *28. 

Canfl  thou  net  minifter  to  a mind  dtf eas'd  f 
Doctor  — * therein  the  paticst 

MnA  mlnifttr  to  himteif.  Motbeih,  Vol.  IV.  p.  Sg6. 
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Were  I difpofed,  with  controverfial  wantonnefs,  to  reafon  againft 
couvi&ioo,  I might  add,  that  as  Sbakfpcarc  is  kuowu  to  have  bor- 


(t*  — — to  him  that  makes  the  camp  a ciftern 

Prim'd  with  the  blood  of  men  ■ p.  94. 

| 3 The  mailed  Miis  shall  on  his  altar  lit 

l Up  to  Ike  tan  in  llood.  King  Henry  If.  Tart  I.  Vol.  S.  p.  SSIj 

ft  — — - haft  turn'd 

f 'ireen  heptane  into  purple.  p.  94. 

|2*  the  multitudinous  feat  incarnardine, 

Mtking  the  green  one  ud.  Macbeth,  Vol.  IV.  p.  5e|. 


f 


lovtr , wrier  yet 
Male  truer  figh  — , 

■" 11  — never  man 
S:**d  truer  breath. 


p.  98. 

toriolanui,  Vol.  VII.  p.4S|« 


p.  99. 

Macbeth,  Vol.  IV,  p.  491. 


f 1.  ——arms  in  a durance 
1 n y body  to  this  bufinefi . 

J 2.  - — bends  up 

* lack  corporal  agent  to  fAii  terrible  feat. 

Si-  tli v female  kn'-ghts—.  p.  99. 

C 2 — — th>  virgin  knight.  Much  Ado  about  nothing,  Vol.  II.  p.  36 7 • 

f 1 — with  that  thy  rare  green  rye  — . p.  99. 

1 2.  Hath  not  lo  quick,  io  green,  fo  fair  an  eye.  'Romeo  and  Juliet,  Vol.  X. 
1 p.  119. 

V.  His  eyes  were  green  as  leeks.  Mldfummer  Might' t Dream,  VoJ. HI.  p.  120* 

Si.  His  coftlinels  of  fpirit  look'd  through  him.  p.lto. 

Yowt  Jpiriti  chine  through  you.  Macbeth,  Vol.  I V.  p.  529. 

S*  — to  dif-feat  his  lord,  p.114. 

^2  or  dif-feat  me  now.  Macbeth,  Vol. IV.  p.  544* 

N.  6.  I have  met  with  no  other  inftances  of  the  ule  of  this  word. 

Si  Difroot  his  rider  whence  he  ?rr».  p.  1 1 5. 

*5  i.  1 his  g illant  grew  unto  hnfeat.  Hamlet,  Vol.  X.  p.  365* 

t.  And  bear  us  like  the  time.  p«  ttj* 

2.  1 1—  10  beguile  the  time, 

| Look  like  the  time,  Macbeth,  Vol.  IV.  p<  4$** 

It  will  happen,  on  familiar  occafions,  that  diverfitr  of  expreflion  is 
•either  worth  locking,  01  eafy  to  be  found;  as  in  the  lollo  wing  inllanr  es : 


fCer.  Look  to  the  lady, 

1 Macd.  Look  to  the  lady, 

| Cap.  Look  to  tie  bak'd  meats, 
l Pal.  Look  to  thy  life  well,  Arrite  \ 

C Dion.  How  ckance  n.y  daughter  is  not  with  you?— 

SK.  lies  How  cboatt  tfcou  atl  net  with  the  prince  thy  brother? 

\ King  henry  if.  Part  II. 


Ptriclet . 
Macbeth, 
Romeo  and  Juliet, 
Two  j\  obit  Kiufmtn. 
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rowed  whole  fpeeches  from  the  authors  of  Dariut.  King  John,  th« 
Tuning  of  a Shrew,  See.  as  well  as  from  novcUifU  and  Lilian.™* 


! 


Dion.  How  now.  Marina?  why  Ho  you  keep  alone  f PeriHtir 

Lady  Macb.  How  now,  my  lord  ? why  do  you  keep  alone  ? Maibtik 

Court.  — --  havPwith  you,  boy t ! Two  Noble  Kin  fan • 

Bel.  Have  with  you,  boyx  f Cymbfliie, 


Two  Noble  Kin/ntn, 
King  fohx „ 


Thai.  • 
1 hang. 


ifl  can  get  himndMin  ni  pifteP*  length.  pjrieltSp 

— an  if  he  coma  but  within  my  vat.  King  Henry  1 p.  .‘art  IT* 


' A’l  fuch  example*  I have  abftaincd  from  producing;  but  the  Peculiar 
coincidence  of  many  among  thofe  already  givcu,  1 utter*  much  ay  their 
not  being  viewed  in  their  natural  fituatyon* 

Let  the  criticks  who  can  fix  on  any  particular  feenes  which  :liey  con* 
ceive  i«  have  been  w ritten  by  Sbakipeiue,  or  .rt  thole  who  fuppeie  him 
to  have  been  io  poor  in  linen  ige  as  well  as  ideas,  that  he wasconttnined 
to  borrow  'n  the  CoinpaU  °i  half  the  Kobir  Kinjmen  from  above  a dozer* 
entire  plays  of  his  own  competition,  advance  tome  hyvothelu  more 
ydauitble  than  the  following  ; and  yet  f flatter  niyfelf  that  reader*  may 
i,«  fonnd  who  will  concur  with  me  in  believing  this  trigedy  to  have 
hren  written  by  Fletcher  in  filent  imitation  of  our  author’s  manner  No 
oilier  circumflance  could  well  have  occalioned  Inch  a frequent  occur- 
rence of  corretponding  phrafes,  &«.;  nor,  iu  my  opinion,  could  any 
particular,  but  thi*,  have  induced  the  players  to  propagate  the  r:port, 
that  our  author  was  Fletcher’*  coadjutor  in  the  piece  — There  i*  nothin? 
Uimfual  injheie  attempts  at  imitation.  Divden,  in  his  preface  to  .HI  Jot 
Love,,  profeffe*  to  copy  the  ftyle  of  Shakfoeatc.  Rowe,  in  his  "Jane  Shore, 
arrogates  to  bimlelf  the  merit  of  having  puriued  the  lathe  plan.  How  Or 
thefe  poet*  have  fucceeded,  it  is  not  my  prclent  bulinefs  to  examine  ; 
but  Fletcher’s  imitation,  like  that  of  many  others,  is  chiefly  verbals  and 
yet  (when  joined  with  other  circuinfunccs)  was  perfect  enough  to  have 
milled  the  judgement  of  the  player*.  Thofe  people,  who  in  the  courfe 
of  their  profeftion  mull  have  had  much  of  Shaklpeare’s  langtuge  recent 
ip  their  memories,  cop'd  eafiiy  diicover  traces  of  it  in  this  pctformance. 
They  could  likewife  obf*rve  that  the  drama  opens  with  the  fane  charac- 
ters as  firft  enter  in  the  MiHjummcr  Nicht'i  Dream ; that  Clomm  exert 
themfelvas  fot  the  entertainment  of  Theft  us  in  both;  that  a pedagogue 
likewife  direct*  the  fport*  in  Lovt'i  Labour'i  Lojl ; that  a character-of female 
frenzy , copied  from  Ophelia,  is  notorious  in  the  'jailor's  Daughter;  an  1 
that  this  girl,  like  Lady  Macbeth,  is  attended  by  a phyfician  who  detcribe* 
the  difficulties  of  her  eaf«,  aud  comments  on  it,  in  almoft  fimilar  terns. 
1 hey  might  therefore  conclude  that  the  play  before  us  was  in  part  a pro- 
duction of  the  fame  writer.  Over  this  line,  the  criticks  behind  the  feenes 
were  unable  to  proceed.  Their  fagacity  was  infufiicient  to  obferve  that 
the  general  current  of  the  ftyle  was  even  throughout  the  ay  ho. e, and  bore 
no  marks  of  a divided  hand.  Hence  perhaps  the  J>1  gtminm  and  duplhei 
Thebe  bfthefe  very  incompetent  judges, who,  like  (launch  match-makers, 
were  defirou*  that  the  widow’d  mute  cf  Flsuhzr  should  not  lung  remain 
without  a bed-fellow » 
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without  number,  fo  he  tniglit  be  ftifpeded  of  having  taken  lines, 
ami  biitti  for  future  fituations,  from  the  play  of  Ptritlti*  fuppofmg 
it  were  the  work  of  a writer  fomewhat  more  early  lhan  himfrlf. 
Such  fptendid  pa(Tige»  occur  in  the  feenes  of  his  contemporaries, 
as  have  not  difgraced  his  own  : and  be  it  remembered,  that  many 
things  which  we  at  prefect  are  couicnt  to  reckon  only  among  the 


Left  it  should  be  urged  that  one  of  my  arguments  againft  $hak- 
fpeare's  cooperation  in  The  Two  Nehlt  Kirtfmin  would  equally  militate 
againft  his  share  in  Pericles , it  becomes  neceffary  for  m«  to  ward  off 
any  objection  to  that  purpofc,  by  remarking  that  the  tiicumftances 
attendant  on  thefe  two  dramas  are  by  no  means  exactly  parallel. 
Shakfpeare  probably  furnished  his  share  in  the  latter  at  an  early 
period  of  his  authorship,  and  afterwards  { having  never  owned 
it,  or  fuppofing  it  to  be  forgotten)  was  willing  to  profit  by  the  mnft 
valuable  lines  and  ideas  it  contained.  But  he  would  fcarce  have  been 
fonhdered  himfelf  as  an  object  of  imitation,  before  he  had  reached  his 
meridian  fame  ; and  in  my  opinion.  The  Nr  bit  Klnfmen  could  not  have 
been  compofed  till  after  i6n,  nor  perhaps  antecedent  to  the  deaths 
of  Beaumont  and  our  author,  when  alhftance  and  competition  ceafed, 
and  the  poet  who  refembled  the  latter  moft,  had  the  Fa i reft  profpect  of 
furcels.  During  the  life  of  Beaumont,  which  concluded  in  161  5,  it  can- 
not well  be  fuppofed  that  Fletcher  would  have  deferred  him,  to  write  in 
concert  with  any  other  dramatift.  Shakfpeare  furvived  Beaumont  only 
by  one  year,  and,  during  that  time,  is  known  to  have  lived  in  Warwick- 
shire, beyond  the  reach  of  Fletcher,  who  continued  torefide  in  London 
til!  he  fell  a fieri  tic  e to  the  plague  in  1625  ; fo  that  there  was  no  op- 
portunity for  them  t*  have  joined  in  psrfonal  conference  relative  to  The 
TwijY  obit  Klnfmen ; and  without  frequent  interviews  between  confederate 
writers,  a confittcnt  tragedy  can  hardly  be  produced.  But,  at  whatever 
time  of  Shaktpeare's  life  Pericles.was  brought  forth,  it  will  not  be  found 
on  examination  to  comprize  a fifth  part  of  the  coincidences  which  may 
be  detected  in  its  fueceflbr  ; neither  will  a tenth  divifion  of  the  fame 
relations  be  difeovered  in  any  one  of  his  thirty-five  dramas  which  have 
hitherto  been  published  together. 

To  conclude,  it  is  peculiarly  apparent  that  this  tragedy  of  The  TweNobU 
Klnfmen  was  printed  from  a prompter’s  copy, as  it  exhibits  inch  ftige-direc- 
tions  ?s  1 do  not  remember  to  have  fecit  in  any  ether  drama  of  the  fame 
period.  W c may  likewifs  take  notice  that  there  arc  fewer  hcmiftichs  in  it 
than  in  any  of  Shakfpenre’s  acknowledged  productions.  If  one  fpeeck 
concludes  with  an  imperfect  vetfe,  the  next  in  general  completes  it. 
This  is  lotne  indication  of  a writer  more  ilndious  of  neatneis  in  comps* 
fition  than  the  pretended  alfociate  of  Fletcher. 

lu  the  courfe  of  my  inveftigaiion  I Am  plea  fed  to  find  I differ  but  oa 
one  occafion  from  Mr.  Colman  ; and  that  is,  in  my  disbelief  that  Beaumong 
had  any  share  in  this  tragedy.  The  utmoft  beauties  it  contains,  were 
within  the  teach  of  1 lacker , who  has  a right  to  wear, 

“ Without  corrival,  all  his  dignities  : 

“ But  out  upon  this  half-facM  fellowship  !** 
bcctufe  there  is  no  juft  rrafon  for  luppolin.;  any  poet  but  Chaucer  has 
a right  to  difpute  with  him  the  reputation  which  the  tale  of  PeUmon  *r.4 
Ax  cite  has  fo  ion?  and  fo  indifpuubly  maintained. 
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adoptions  of  our  great  poet,  bad  been  lone  regarded  as  Ml  o<*n 
proper  clfufrous,  and  were  as  conflanlly  enumerated  among  hi,  Oif- 
linguilhcd  beauties.  No  vcifes  have  been  more  frequently  quoted, 
or  more  loudly  applauded  than  thole  beginning  witn  Tie  cluud-cap* 
town  in  The  I tmptjt ; but  if  our  pofitious  relative  to  the  d ue  of 
that  play  are  well  founded,  Siiakfpeare’s  (hare  in  ibis  celebrated 
account  of  nature's  diflotulion,  is  very  inconfiderable. 

To  couclude,  the  play  of  Pericles  was  iu  all  probability  the 
cooipoliuon  of  fotnc  friend  whofc  mtcrcfl  the  “ gentle  Shakfpearc'* 
was  iudufirious  to  piotnoie.  He  therefore  improved  It  is  dialogue  in 
mauy  places;  and  knowing  by  cxpcrieuce  that  the  llrcngtli  of  a 
dramaiick  piece  litould  be  augmented  towards  its  calaftrophe,  was 
moll  liberal  of  bis  aid  in  the  laflsd,  We  cannot  be  furpiifcd  to 
£od  that  what  he  has  fupplied  is  of  ailiffcrent  colour  from  the  refit 
“ Scinditur  in  paitcs,  gemiuoque  cacumiue  furgit, 

“ Thebanos  imitaia  rogos  ;" 

for,  like  Beaumont,  be  was  not  writing  in  conjunction  with  a 
Fletcher. 

Mr.  Malone  has  afktd  how  it  happens  that  no  memorial  of  an 
earlier  drama  on  the  luhjed  of  Peebles  remains.  I ihalt  only  an- 
fwer  by  another  queflion — Why  is  it  the  fair  of  Hill  born  infants 
to  be  foon  forgotten?  In  the  rummage  of  fotnc  mafi  of  anci.ut 
pamphlets  and  papers,  the  fir  ft  of  ihcfc  two  piodu&iou*  may  here- 
after make  its  appearance.  the  change  that  prelcrvcd  lot 
of  Middleton,  may  at  fotue  difUiit  penod  ettabiifh  my  general 
opinion  concerning  the  authenticity  of  Pericles,  which  is  already 
Arcngthcncd  by  thofe  of  Rowe  and  Dr.  Farmer,  and  countenanced 
in  fome  degree  by  the  omiflioo  of  Hetniiifte  and  Condeil.  I was 
once  difpofed  to  enteriaiu  very  different  frntiments  concerning  the 
authority  of  title-pages;  tut  on  ny  mended  judgement  [if  l ojftnd  not 
to  Jmj  it  it  mended j 1 have  found  (ufficicnl  reafoti  to  change  my  creed, 
and  confelt  the  folly  of  advancing  much  on  a qufton  which  1 had 

not  mote  than  curfoiily  coijfic’cred To  this  f mull  fubjiin,  that 

perhaps  our  author  produced  the  Winter  i late  at  the  difiaoce  of 
fevcral  years  from  the  lime  at  which  he  correded  Perules ; and,  for 
leafons  hinted  at  in  a preceding  page,  or  through  a forgeifulncfs 
common  to  all  writers,  repeated  a few  of  the  identical  pbralcs  and 
ideas  which  he  had  already  nfed  i»  that  and  other  dramas.  1 have 
formerly  obferved  in  a note  on  King  Ltorf  (See  Vol.  XX.  p.  555, 
n.  4,  that  Shakfpeare  his  appropriated  the  fame  fen  tint  cut,  in 
nearly  the  fame  words,  to  JuJlice  Shallow,  King  Leof , and  Othe.lo ; 
and  may  now  add,  that  I hud  another  allulion  as  ucarly  expreficd 
iu  five  different  places: 

“ I'd  ftrip  myfelf  to  death,  as  for  a bed 

41  f hat  longing  I'd  been  fick  for**  M eajnre  Jot 

•4  I will  encounter  datknefs  like  a bride, 

“ And  hug  it  in  my  arms."  hide  os. 

“ I will  be 

A bridegroom  in  my  death,  and  run  unlo'c 
%*  As  to  a lover's  bed,"  Jnt?ny  and  Sleopat’*, 
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•*  I will  die  bravely  like  a bridegroom/’  King  Lear, 

iti  terms  like  biide  and  groom 

'«  Deveding  them  for  bed.”  Othello. 

The  dec»ee  of  credit  due  to  the  title-page  of  this  tragedy  ii  but 
very  inroufidcrable.  It  is  not  mentioned  by  Mercs  in  i5y8;  but 
liiat  Shakfpcare  was  known  to  have  had  fome  baud  in  it,  was  fuf- 
hrient  reafon  why  the  whole  fhould  be  fathered  on  him.  The  name 
of  the  original  writer  could  have  promoted  a bookfcller’s  purpol'c 
in  but  an  inferior  degree.  In  the  year  1C1 1 , one  of  the  fame  fia- 
terniiy  attempted  to  obtrude  on  the  publick  (be  old  King  Join  (in 
Dr.  Farmer’s  opinion  written  by  Rowley)  as  the  work  of  our  cele- 
brated author. 

But  wc  are  told  with  confidence,  that 

“ Shakfpcare'*  own  mvife  his  Pericles  firjl  bore, 

“ The  Prince  of  Tyre  was  elder  than  the  Moor." 

To  the  teflimonv  of  Dryden  refpefl  is  always  due,  when  he  fpeaks 
of  things  within  the  compafs  of  his  own  knowledge.  But  on  the 
prcfeal  occafioo  he  could  only  take  report,  or  a title-page,  for  hi* 
guide,  and  feems  to  have  preferred  fmoothnefs  of  verfthcation  to 
preeifenefs  of  expreffion.  His  meaning  it  completely  given  in  the 
fecond  line  of  his  couplet.  In  both,  he  deGgns  to  fay  no  more 
than  that  Shakfpeare  himfclf  did  not  rife  10  excellence  in  his  firfl 
plays ; but  that  Pericles , one  of  the  wcakeft  imputed  to  him,  was 
written  before  Othello , which  is  generally  regarded  as  the  moll  vigorous 
of  hit  produdions ; that  of  thefe  two  pieces,  Pericles  was  the  frjl. 
Dryden  in  ail  probability  met  with  it  in  the  folio  edition,  1064,  and 
enquired  no  further  concerning  its  authenticity.  The  biith  of  his 
friend  Sir  William  D’Aveuant  happened  in  i6o5,  at  lead  ten  years 
below  the  date  of  this  cootcfted  drama. * 

The  abufe  of  J.  latharo  would  have  deferved  do  reply,  had  it 
not  been  raifed  into  confcqueuce  by  its  place  in  Mr.  Malone's  P/c- 


* Shakfpeare  died  in  1616  ; and  it  is  hardly  probable  that  1: is  godfos 
(a  lad  about  ten  years  old)  inftead  of  fearchiog  his  pockets  for  ipples, 
should  have  enquired  of  him  concerning  the  dates  of  his  theatrical  per- 
formances. It  is  not  much  more  likely  that  afterwards,  in  an  age  devoid 
©fliterary  curioGty,  Sir  William  should  have  keen  folicitous  about  this 
circuniiiance,  or  met  with  any  perlon  who  was  capable  of  afeertaining  it. 

If  it  be  urged  a gain  ft  this  opinion,  that  moil  of  til  e players  contemporary 
with  Shakipeare,  were  yet  alive,  and  from  that  quarter  Sir  William**  in* 
formation  might  have  been  derived,  1 aniwer,— from  thofe  who  were  at 
the  head  of  their  fraternitv  while  our  author  flourished,  he  could  not 
have  received  it.  Had  they  known  that  Pericles  was  the  entire  compoii- 
iion  of  our  great  poet,  they  would  certainly  have  printed  it  among  his 
other  works  in  the  folio  1623.  — -Is  it  likely  that  any  of  our  ancient 
liiftrionick  troop  were  better  acquainted  with  the  incunabula  of  Shak- 
Jpeare’i  Mufe,  than  the  very  people  whole  intimate  connection  with  him 
is  marked  by  his  tail  will,  in  which  he  calls  tbem-- “ bis  fellows  John 
Hemynge,  and  Henry  £ondcU°? 
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liminaty  Obfervitions.  I think  it  therefore  but  juftiee  to  obferVe*’ 
that  thi»  cbfcure  wietch  who  calls  our  author  a “ plebeian  driller," 

( dtallet  I luppofe  he  meant  to  fay,)  has  thereby  bellowed  on  him  a 
portion  of  luvoluntaiy  appljule.  Becaufe  Horace  has  pronounced 
that  he  who  pleales  the  great  is  not  entitled  to  the  lowed  of  enco- 
miums, art  wc  thetefore  to  infer  that  the  man  who  has  given  delight 
to  0 • vulgar,  has  uo  claim  alio  to  his  dividend  of  praife  ? — interdum 
I'ntgns  ttlium  pulat.  ft  is  the  peculiar  merit  of  Shakfpearc’s  feenes, 
that  they  are  generally  felt  and  uodetflood.  The  tumid  conceitiof 
modern  tragedy  communicate  no  fcnfations  to  the  higheft  or  the 
meanefl  rank.  Sentimental  comedy  is  not  much  more  fortunate  in  its 
efforts  But  cau  the  period  be  pointed  outin  which  King  Lear  aod  The 
M/r  y Wives  of  Wind  for  did  not  equally  entertain  th<ifc  who  Ell  the 
boxes  and  the  gallery,  primoni  populi,  populumque  tnbulim  ? 

Before  1 etofe  litis  enquiry,  which  has  fuelled  into  an  unexpefted 
hulk,  letraealk,  whofe  opinion  confers  mod  honour  on  Shakfpeare, 
riiy  opponent's  or  mine  ? Mr.  Nfalont  is  deftrous  that  bis  favourite 
poet  fbould  be  regarded  as  the  foie  author  of  a drama  which,  col- 
lectively taken,  is  uuwoithy  of  him.  1 only  with  the  reader  to 
adopts  more  moderate  c'ced,  that  the  prrpurei  pannt  are  Shakfpcare'i, 
and  the  rett  the  production  of  fume  inglorious  and  forgotten  play- 
wright. 

If  confidently  with  my  real  belief  I could  have  fupported  inflead 
of  controverting  the  feniimcnts  of  this  gentleman,  whom  1 have 
the  honour  to  call  my  friend,  I (hould  have  beeo  as  happy  in  doing 
fo  as  I now  am  in  confafltng  my  literary  obligations  to  him,  aod 
acknowledging  how  often  in  the  courfe  of  the  ptcecding  volume  he 
bar  fupplied  my  deficiencies,  and  rectified  mv  errors. 

Ou  the  whole,  were  the  intrinfick  merits  of  Pericles  yet  lefs  than 
they  are,  it  would  be  entitled  to  refpefi  among  the  curious  in  dra- 
matick  Jiteratuie.  As  the  engravings  of  Mark  Antonio  are  valuable 
not  only  on  account  of  their  beauty,  but  bee aufe  they  are  fuppofed 
to  have  been  executed  under  the  eye  of  RalFaelle,  fo  Pericles  will 
continue  to  owe  fonic  part  of  its  reputatiou  to  the  touches  it  is  faid 
to  have  received  from  the  hand  of  Shakfpcare. 

To  ihe  popularity  of  the  Frince.  of  fyt  (which  is  fufficiently 
evident  from  the  teftimonic*  referred  to  bv  Mr.  Malone)  we  may 
impute  the  unprecedented  corruptions  in  its  text.  What  was  a&ed 
frequently,  muft  have  been  frequently  tranferibed  for  the  ufe  of 
prompters  and  players;  and  through  the  medium  of  fucb  faithlefs 
copies  it  (hould  feein  that  mod  of  our  earl}'  theatrical  pieces  were 
ttanfmitlcd  to  the  publirk.  There  are  certainly  more  grofs 
xmihkes  in  this  than  iu  any  other  tragedy  attributed  to  Sbak- 
fpeare.  Indeed  fo  much  of  it,  as  hitherto  printed,  was  abfolutely 
unintelligible,  that  the  reader  had  no  power,  to  judge  of  the  rank, 
ir  ought  to  hold  among  our  ancient  diamatick  performances. 

Stkivkns. 
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Wr.  Steeveos’s  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  writings  nfShak- 
fpeare  renders  him  fo  well  qualified  to  decide  upon  this  queflina, 
that  it  i»  not  without  fome  diiirutt  of  my  own  judgement  that  1 c\- 
prefs  my  dilTcul  from  hisdreifion;  hut  as  ail  the  pofition*  that  he 
Las  endeavoured  to  ellablifh  in  his  ingenious  ri»fquifi;ion  on  the 
merits  and  authenticity  of  Pericles  do  not  appear  to  me  to  have 
equal  weight,  I (hall  Ihortly  Hate  the  reafons  why  1 cannot  lubfenbo 
to  hi*  opinion  with  regard  to  this  lone*conu fied  piece. 

The  imperfed  imi»ation  of  the  language  and  numbers  of  Gower, 
which  is  found  in  the  chorufes  of  this  play,  is  not  in  my  apprehen- 
fton  a proof  that  they  were  not  written  by  Shakfpeaic.  To  fumrnon 
a perfon  from  the  grave,  and  to  introduce  him  by  way  of  Chorus 
to  the  drama,  appears  to  have  been  no  uncommon  pratiice  with  ottr 
author's  con  temporaries.  Marlowe,  before  the  lime  of  Shakfpcarc. 
had  in  this  way  introduced  Machiavcl  in  his  Jew  of  Malfaj  an  d 
his  couutryrnau  Guicciardioe  is  brought  upou  the  ftage  in  an 
ancient  tragedy  called  The  Devil’s  Ck  titer • In  the  fame  manner 
Rainulph,  the  monk  of  CheRcr,  appears  in  The  Mayor  oj  Quin - 
borough,  written  by  Hi  onus  Middleton.  Vet  it  uever  has  been 
objeded  to  the  authors  of  the  two  former  pieces,  as  a breach  of 
decorum  that  the  Italians  whom  they  have  brought  into  the  feene 
do  not  fpeak  the  language  of  their  own  country  ; or  to  the  writer 
of  the  latter,  that  the  monk  whom  he  has  introduced  does  not  ufe 

the  Eughlh  di .led  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived But  it  may  be 

faid,  « nothing  of  this  kind  is  attempted  bythefe  poets  \ the  author 
of  Perie/tt,  on  the  other  hand,  has  endeavoured  to  copy  the  verfi- 
ficatioo  of  Gower,  and  has  fail'd  in  the  attempt:  hpd  this  piece 
been  the  corapofiiion  of  SHakfpeare,  he  would  have  fucceeiicd.” 

! fliall  very  readily  acknowledge,  that  Shakfpeare,  if  be  had 
thought  fit,  could  have  exhibited  a tolerably  accurate  imitation  of 
the  language  of  Gower;  for  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  whal 
has  been  cfTcdcd  by  much  inferior  writers,  he  with  no  great  diffi- 
culty could  have  accomplifhcd.  But  that,  btcaufe  theft  chomfodo 
not  exhibit  fuch  an  imitation,  they  were  therefore  not  his  per- 
formance, does  not  appear  to  me  a neerffny  conclusion  ; for  he 
might  not  think  fuch  an  imitation  proper  for  a popular  audience. 
Gower,  like  the  perfons  above  mentioned,  would  probably  have 
been  fuSered  to  fpeak  the  fame  language  as  the  oilier  chambers  in 
this  piece,  had  l»e  not  written  a poena  containing  the  very  fioiy  on 
which  the  play  is  formed.  Like  Guicciardine  and  the  monk  of 
Chcfier,  he  is  called  up  to  fuperintend  a relation  found  in  one  of 
his  own  pciforraances.  Hence,  Sliakfpeare  feems  to  have  thought 
it  piuper  (not,  to  copy  bis  verfification,  for  that  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  at  all  iu  his  thoughts,  but)  to  throw  a certain  air  of 
antiquity  over  the  monologues  which  he  has  attributed  10  the  vene- 
rable bard.  Had  lie  imitated  the  did  ion  of  the  Confejfio  Amautis 
with  accuracy,  he  well  knew  that  it  would  have  been  as  unintelli- 
gible to  the  greater  part  of  hit  audience  ai  the  Italian  of  ttfticuAi,* 
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dine  or  the  Latin  of  Raioulph  ; For,  I fuppofe,  tliere  can  he  no 
doubt,  that  the  language  <«f  Cower  (which  is  alu-.oH  as  tar  removed 
fiom  that  of  Honker  ami  Fairfax,  as  it  is  lioni  the  profe  of  Addifou 
or  the  poetry  of  Pope, ) was  uuderitood  by  none  but  Icholars,*  cvea 
in  the  time  of  queen  EHiabcth.  Having  determined  to  introduce 
the  contemporary  of  Chaucer  in  the  Ictnc,  it  was  not  his  bufiucls  to 
exhibit  fo  perfect  an  imitation  of  hit  di&ion  as  perhaps  wuh  afli- 
dui'.y  and  fludy  lie  might  have  aeccm.piilhed,  but  fueli  an  atuiquuted 
(tile  as  might  be  uudcrftood  by  the  people  before  whom  his  play 
was  to  be  reprefented.  t 

As  the  language  of  thefe  chorufes  is,  in  my  opinion,  iufufficient 
to  prove  that  they  were  not  the  production  of  Shakfpeare,  lo  alfo 
is  the  inequality  of  metic  which  may  be  obterved  iu  diiTcrcnt  parts 
of  them  ; for  the  lame  inequality  is  found  in  the  lyrical  parts  of 
MachetA  and  TAe  Midfummer  Night'*  Dream.  ff  It  may  like  wife  be 
reraatked,  that  as  in  Periclts%  fo  iu  many  of  our  author's  early  pci* 
formances,  alternate  rhymes  frequently  occur;  a pradice  which  I 
have  not  obferved  in  any  other  diatuatiek  pciformauccs  of  that  age, 
intended  for  publick  rcprefcuiatiou.  ^ 

Rtfoie  I quit  the  fuLjcd  of  the  chorufes  introduced  in  this  piece, 
let  rac  add,  that,  like  many  other  pans  of  this  play,  they  coutaia 
fume  marked  expreflions,  certain  ar  dentin  verba,  that  arc  alfo  found 
in  the  uiidifpuicd  works  of  our  great  poet  ; which  any  one  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  compatc  them  with  the  choiufcs  in  King 
Henry  V.  and  7 At  H inter's  Tale , will  readily  perceive.  If,  iu  order 
to  account  for  the  (imilitude,  it  (liall  be  faid,  that  though  $hak« 
fpcare  did  not  compofe  thelc  declamations  of  Gower,  be  might 
have  retouched9 them,  as  that  is  a poiut  which  never  cau  be  afcei* 
tamed,  fo  no  anfwer  can  be  given  to  it. 

That  the  play  of  Pericles  was  originally  written  by  another  poet, 
and  aftei  wards  improved  by  Shakfpcare,  Ido  not  fee  fuincicut  ica* 


* Perhaps  not  by  all  of  them.  The  treafures  of  Greece  and  Rome  had 
not  long  been  dilcovercd,  and  to  the  lludv  of  ancient  langu  iges  almoft 
every  Englishman  that  alpired  to  literary  refutation  applied  his  talents 
and  his  time,  while  his  native  tongue  was  ncg.ected.  Even  the  learned 
Afcham  was  blit  little  acquainted  with  the  language  of  the  age  immedi- 
ately preceding  his  own.  II  lcholais  were  defective  in  this  iclpcct,  the 
people,  we  may  be  fure,  were  much  more  fo. 

+ If  I am  warranted  in  fuppofing  that  the  language  of  the  Cenfeji* 
Jmant'u  would  have  beta  unintelligible  lo  the  audience,  this  tureiy  was 
a Jujficient  itajon  for  departing  from 

ft  See  p. 12,  n.  5. 

$ The  play*  of  Lord  Sterline  are  entirely  in  alternate  rhymes;  but 
thefe  leeiu  not  to  have  been  intended  lor  the  ftage,  nor  were  they,  l be- 
lieve, ever  performed  in  any  theatre. 
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Ton  to  believe,  ft  may  be  true,  (bat  all  which  the  improver  of  a 
dramatkk  piece  originally  ill-conllruflcd  c.in  do,  is,  to  potifh  tho 
language,  and  to  add  a few  fplendid  p.sfl.igrs;  but  that  this  play 
was  the  work  of  another,  which  Shakfpearc  fioro  his  frieudlhip  for 
the  author  reviled  ai  d corrtdcd,  is  the  very  point  in  queftion,  aud 
therefore  cannot  be  adduced  as  a medium  to  prove  that  point.  It 
appears  to  me  equally  improbable  that  Pericles  was  formed  on  an 
ttufuccefsful  drama  of  a preceding  peiiod  ; and  that  all  the  weaker 
fceucs  are  taken  from  thence.  We  know  indeed  that  it  was  a fre- 
quent pra&icc  of  our  author  10  avail  himfelf  of  the  labours  of  oth-  rs, 
and  to  conlltud  a new  drama  upon  au  old  foundation  ; but  the  pieces 
that  he  has  thus  imitated  are  yet  extant.  We  have  an  onginal 
T aming  of  a Shrew,  a King  John,  a Promos  and  CajJ'andra , a King  Ltir9 
Icr.  but  where  is  this  o<d  play  ol  Ptrtchsl*  or  how  comes  it  to 
pals  that  no  memotial  of  fuch  a drama  remain's?  Even  if  it  could 
be  proved  that  fuch  a piece  ome  cxifted,  it  would  not  warrant  us 
in  fuppofing  that  tne  lefs  vigorous  parts  of  the  peiformance  in  quef- 
tiou  were  taken  from  tlienft  ; f«»r  though  Shakfpeare  borrowed  the 
fables  of  the  ancient  drama*  juft  now  enumetated,  lie  docs  uot  ap- 
pear to  have  traulciibed  a bugle  feme  from  anyone  ofthem. 

Still  however  it  may  be  urged,  if  Shakfpcarc  was  the  original 
author  of  this  play,  and  this  was  oik  of  his  cat  licit  pi  odudions,  he 
would  fcarcclv,  in  a lubfcqucnt  peiiod,  have  introduced  in  his 
FVi»/#r‘j  Talc  fome  incidents  and  expre (lions  which  bear  a fkong  ic- 
fcmblance  to  the  latter  part  of  Pericles:  on  the  other  hand,  he  might 
not  fcruple  to  copy  the  performance  of  a preceding  poet. 

Before  we  acquicfce  in  the  jufticc  of  this  renfotiing,  lei  us  ex- 
amine what  has  been  his  practice  iu  thofc  dramas  concerning  the 
authenticity  of  which  these  is  no  doubt.  Is  it  true  tt»at  Sh.ikfpe.ire 
has  rigidly  abft.iincd  from  introducing  incidents  or  chandlers  ftrni- 
lar  to  thole  which  he  had  before  biouglit  upon  the  ftage  * Or  rather, 
is  not  the  contrary  notorious  ? In  \liu4  Ado  about  .V o/AtrtgHhe  two 
principal  per  foot  of  the  drama  frequently  remind  us  of  two  other 
charadris  that  had  been  exhibited  in  an  early  produdion, — Love's 
Labour  s LoJI.  In  All's  wtli  that  ends  t veil  and  Mta  ure  Jor  Mea/nrs 
we  hud  the  fame  artifice  twice  employed;  and  iu  many  other  of  his 
plays  theadiou  is  enib.nraflcd,  and  the  denouement  effected,  by  con- 
nivances that  bear  a linking  fimiliiudc  to  each  other. 

The  coudud  ol  Pericles  and  The  Winter’s  Tale , which  have  feveral 
events  common  to  both,  gives  additional  weight  to  the  fuppolitioii 
that  the  two  pieces  proceeded  from  the  fame  hand,  in  the  latter 
our  author  has  throw n the  difeovery  of  Pcrdita  into  narration,  as 
if  thrtfUgh  confeioufnefs  of  having  already  exhauited,  in  the  bufi- 
■cfb  of  Marina,  all  that  could  render  fuch  an  incident  affecting  on 

* When  Ben  Jonfon  calls  Ptricle s a mouldy  tale, he  alludes,  I apprehend, 
• nt  to  the  remote  date  of  the  play,  but  to  the  antiquity  of  the  flocy 
fVbich  it  is  founded* 
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the  ftagc.  Leontes  too  favs  but  little  to  Hcrtnione,  when  lie  findi 
lier  ; their  mutual  fi»ualioos  having  been  liVeutfe  anticipated  by 
t c Prince  of  lyre  and  Thaifa,  who  had  before  amply  cxprrflcd 
t c tranfporis  uatuial  to  uutxpcdcd  meeting  after  long  and  painful 
feparation. 

All  the  objedioni  which  are  founded  on  the  want  of  licifon  be- 
tween the  different  parti  of  this  piece,  on  the  numerous  characters 
i produced  in  it,  not  fufTiciently  conncflcd  with  each  other,  on  thd 
various  and  riiftar.t  countries  iu  which  the  lcencT  is  laid, — may,  I 
think-  be  anfwered,  by  faying  that  the  author  purfued  the  ftcry 
exactly  as  he  found  it  either  in  the  Couf'Jfio  Amantis  * or  fame  prefe 
Iran (lalitin  of  the  Grfia  Homanorum ; a prafticc  which  Shakfpeare 
a>  known  to  have  followed  in  many  plays,  and  to  which  mod  of 
the  faults  tbai  have  been  urged  a^ainft  bit  dramas  may  be  imputed,  f 

]|  while  wc  ttavrl  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  ft  from  ooe  country 

to  another  with  no  lei's  rapidity  than  in  the  pretent  piece,  the  ob- 
jrCl?  pirfented  to  us  are  more  beautiful,  and  the  profpefl  mote 
oivcrhlied,  let  it  be  remembered  at  the  fame  time,  that  between  the 
compolition  of  thefe  ti\o  plays  there  was  probably  an  interval  of 
at  leuli  tiitcea  ycaisj  that  cveu  Shakfpeare  bimlclf  muff  have  gia- 

* Here  alfo  were  found  the  names  of  the  greater  part  of  the  characters 
Introduced  in  this  p'  tv  ; for  of  the  leveuteen  pcrlous  repreicnicd,  fix  of 
the  names  only  were  the  invention  of  the  poet. 

1 he  fame  quantity  not  being  uniformly  obferved  in  fome  of  thefe  na- 
mes, is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Steevens  as  a proof  that  this  piece  was  the 
production  of  two  hands.  We  find  however  Thaifii  and  Thaifa  in  the 
filth  act,  in  two  fncceeding  lines,  la  it  to  be  imagined, that  this  play  was 
written  like  French  Bouti  rimes,  and  ihat  as  loon  at  oue  verfe  was  com- 
poled  by  one  of  this  luppoled  duumvirate,  the  next  was  written  by  his 
ailociate  ? 

tint  he  conduct  of  AT  tafure  for  AT  eg  furc  hi?  judgement  has  been  arraigned 
for  certain  deviations  from  the  Italian  ofCinthio,  in  one  ofwbofc  novels 
the  llorv  on  which  the  play  is  built,  may  be  read,  but,  on  examination, 
it  has  been  found,  that  the  faults  of  the  pit  ce  arc  to  be  attlibuted  not  to 
£haklpearc*s  departing  from,  button  clofely  purluing  k. s original, which, 
as  Di.  Farmer  has  obitTved,  was  not  Cinthio*s  novel,  but  the  lirptatntToi * 
of  Wheittone.  fn  like  manner  the  catalirophe  of  Romeo  and  7 stint  is  ren- 
dered lets  aliening  than  it  mig lit  have  been  made,  by  the  author's  having 
implicitly  followed  the  poem  of  Roneui  and  Juliet , on  which  his  play  up* 
pears  to  have  been  formed.  In  Tkt  H.Brir’r  Tale,  Bohemia,  fituved 
nearly  in  tlie  tenter  of  Europe,  is  defciibed  as  a maritime  couytiy, 
bccaufe  it  had  hren  a’rcady  deferibed  as  lu(h  by  Robert  Greene  in 
bis  Derajtus  and  1 aumn  ; and  in  Tkt  Two  Gentlemen  oj  t'erova,  Pro the us  goes 
from  oue  inland  tow  y to  another  bv  lea ; a voyage  that  in  f ome  novel  lie 
had  probably  taken  before.  Many  limilar  inflances  might  be  added* 

■W  It  is  obfcivable  that  the  two  plays  of  Pericles  andAnforij  end  Cleopatra 
were  entered  together  at  Stationers*  Hall  in  the  year  i6c8,  by  Edward 
JBlouot,  a hookteller  of  eminence,  and  one  of  the  printers  of  the  fill) 
i»lio  edition  of  our  author's  work". 
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dually  acquired  information  like  other  mortals,  end  in  that  period 
ruud  have  gained  a knowledge  of  many  characters,  and  various 
inodes  of  life,  with  which  in  his  earlier  years  he  wns  Unacquainted. 

If  this  play  'had  come  down  to  u*  in  the  date  in  which  the  poet 
left  it,  its  nu'ocour  elliplc*  might  fairly  be  urged  to  invalidate 
Shakfptare’s  claim  to  the  whole  or  to  aov  part  of  it.  But  the 
argument  that  i>  founded  in  tbrfe  irregularities  of  the  d\Ie  lofei 
much  of  its  weight,  when  it  11  confidered,  that  the  carlicd  printed 
copy  appears  in  lo  imperfed  a form,  that  there  is  fcarcelv  a fingle 
page  of  it  undisfigurtd  by  the  groflcft  corruptions.  As  many  wouli 
have  been  inferlcd,  incoufidcut  not  only  with  the  author's  mean* 
ing,  but  with  any  meaning  wha.iocvcr,  as  many  verfes  appear  to 
have  been  tranfpofed,  and  tome  paflages  are  appropriated  to  cha- 
racters to  whom  mauifcdly  they  uo  not  belong,  fo  there  is  great 
realon  to. believe  that  many  words  and  even  lines  were  omitted 'at 
the  prc(t  ; and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  printer  is  aufwcrable 
for  more,  of  thefe  ellipfes  than  the  poet.  The  lame  oblervatiou 
may  be  extended  to  lire  metre,  which  might  have  been  originally 
fudiciciu'.y\  fmooth  and  harmonious,  though  now,  notwithdauding 
the  cditoi's  bed  care,  it  is  fca:ed  it  will  be  found  in  many  places 
rugged  and  defective. 

Ou  the  appearance  of  Shakfpeaie's  name  in  the  title-page  of  the 
original  tdi  ion  of  Ptticlts , it  is  acknowledged  no  great  lliefs  can 
be  laid  ; for  by  the  knavery  of  printers  or  bookftllers  it  has  been 
likewife  affixed  to  two  pieces,  of  which  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
a fingle  line  was  written  by  our  author.  However,  though  the 
name  of  Shakfpeare  may  not  aloue  authenticate  this  play,  it  is  not 
in  the  icale  of  evidence  entirely  infiguificant;  nor  is  it  a fair  con* 
clufion,  that,  becaufe  we  are  not  to  confide  in  the  title-pages  of 
two  diamas  which  are  proved  by  the  whole  colon-  of  the  fiyie  and 
many  other  confidcratioos  not  to  have  been  the  compoliiion  of 
Shakfpeare,  wc  are  therefore  to  give  no  credit  to  the  title  of  a piece, 
which  wc  are  led  by  very  ftrong  internal  proof,  and  by  many  cor- 
roborating ri.-cum  dances,  to  attribute  to  biro.  Though  the  title- 
pages  cf  7 At  London  Prodigal  and  Sir  John  OidcoJI/e  fhould  clearly 
appear  to  be  forgeries,  thole  of  Henry  IV.  aud* Othello  will  flill  re- 
main unimpcachcd. 

The  oon-enumeration  of  Pericles  in  Meres' s Catalogue  of  our 
author’s  plays,  primed  in  1598,  is  undecifive  with  refped  to  the 
authenticity  of  this  piece  ; fot  neither  are  the  three  part?  of  King 
Henry  VI  nor  Hamlet  mentioned  iu  that  lift ; though  it  i«  certain 
thev  were  written,  and  had  been  publickly  performed,  before  his 
book  was  publilhcd. 

Why  this  dram*  was  omitted  in  the  fird  edition  of  ShakfpearcV 
■wotks,  it  is  impoffible  now  to  afeertain.  But  if  wc  (hall  allow  the 
omiffion  to  be  a decifive  proof  that  it  was  not  the  compnGtion  of 
•ur  author,  we  mud  likewife  exclude  Trtiius  and  Crrjjida  froea  tbt 
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lift  of  hfs  performance*  ; for  it  is  certain,  this  was  iikcwife  omittei 
by  the  editois  of  the  firft  folio,  nor  did  they  fte  their  error  till  die 
whole  work  and  even  the  table  of  cootenis  was  printed  ; as  appears 
from  its  not  being  paged,  or  enumerated  in  that  table  widi  his 
other  plavs.  I do  oot,  however,  fuppole  that  the  editors,  Hcininge 
and  Coodell,  did  not  know  who  was  the  writer  of  Trotlus  and 
Crefji i*%  but  that  the  piece,  though  primed  fome  years  before,  (or 
a rime  efcaped  their  memory.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Pericles . 
W y ibis  alfo  was  not  recovered,  as  well  as  ihe  other,  we  can  uow 
only  coojcclure.  Perhaps  they  thought  their  volume  had  already 
fuelled  to  a fafficicnt  fue,  and  they  did  not  choofc  to  run  the  ti!k 
of  retarding  the  fale  of  it  by  encicsfing  its  bulk  and  price;  per- 
haps they  did  not  recoiled  7 he  Prince  ej  Tyre  till  their  book  had 
be*n  illacd  out ; or  perhaps  they  confidei  ed  it  more  for  their  friend’s 
cred.t  to  omit  this  juvenile  performance.  Ben  Jonfon,  wueu  he 
coUedcd  his  pieces  iuto  a volume,  in  the  scar  i0‘i6,  in  like  man- 
ner omitted  a comedy  called  The  Cafe  is  Altered , which  had  beets 
printed  with  hii  name  lo  ne  years  before,  and  appears  to  have  beet* 
one  of  his  carlicft  piodudious;  having  be  eu  cxh.bitcd  before  tbc 
year  1^99. 

After  ill,  perhaps,  the  internal  evidence  which  this  drama  ik- 
felf  atfoids  of  the  band  of  Shakfpearc  is  of  more  weight  than 
any  other  argument  that  can  be  adduced.  If  we  arc  10  form  our 
judgement  by  thole  unerring  criterion*  wl  uh  have  beco  clUbliflrcd 
by  the  learned  author  of  7 he  Difceur/c  cn  Factual  Imitation , the 
queftion  will  be  quickly  decided;  for  who  can  point  out  two 
writers,  that  without  any  communication  or  knowledge  of  cacti 
other  ever  ptoducedfo  many  pailjges,  coinciding  both  in  IcuumcnK 
and  cxprefGon,  as  arc  found  in  this  piece  and  the  undifpuicd  plays 
of  Shakfpcjrc?  * Should  it  be  faid,  that  he  diduot  trruplc  to 
boirow  both  fables  and  fcnliments  from  other  wiiters,  and  that 
mIw this  cite utnftance  will  uot  prove  this  tragedy  to  be  his, 
it  may  be  ~anTwet<4*  that  had  Pericles  been  an  anonymous  pro- 
duction, this  coincidence  might  not  perhaps  afccrum  ShakTpcare's 
title  to  the  play ■;  and  he  might  with  fuiiicicut  probability  be  flip, 
pofed  to  have  only  borrowed  another  ; but  when,  iu  addition 
to  ail  the  circumftaoccs  already  Girted,  we  recoiled  the  conftant 
tradition  that  has  accompanied  this  piece,  aod  that  it  was  piiuted 
with  bit'oaiue,  in  his  life* time,  as  adev'.  at  his  own  theatre,  the 
parallel  paflages  which  aic  fo  abundantly  fcaVercd  throughout  every 

* **  Gunfidering  the  vafl  variety  of  words  which  "sny  language,  an<l 
especially  the  itioie  copious  uues  loutish,  and  the  infinite  pOlfihlc  com- 
binations of  them  into  all  the  forms  of  phraieology,  ii.  would  he  veiy 
tt.aiige,  if  two  perfons  should  hit  on  the  fame  identical  term*,  and  much 
more,  should  they  agree  in  the  fame  prerife  arrangement  of  them  ia 
v/hoie  leniences.”  Dijcamje  , n Poetical  Imitation,  Hurd’s  Horace,  Vvl« 
lii.  p.  ioj,  edit.  17 6b, 
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part  nf  Periiles  and  Ms  undifputcd  perfoim~.nce»,  afford  no  flight 
proof,  that  in  (be  fcvual  inltanccs  er  umerated  in  the  courfe  of  die 
preceding  obfcivations , he  borrowed,  as  was  his  frrqueut  pr:d’ue, 
from  himfeff  i and  dial  this  contefled  play  was  his  owu  compolnion. 

The  teftimony  oF  Drydtn  to  this  point  docs  not  appear  to  me 
fo  iocoufiderable  as  it  has  been  repufcntCd.  If  le  had  only  meant 
to  fas’,  that  Pericles  w as  produced  betorc  Othello,  die  fccond  line 
of  t:  c couple'  which  has  been  already  quoted,  would  have  lutfi- 
ciemly  exprclTcd  his  meaning;  nor,  in  order  to  convey  this  i ea 
was  it  nece flaiy  to  call  the  former  the  Jirfi  diamaiick  performance 
of  Shakfpeare;  a particular  which  he  lived  near  enough  the 'time 
to  have  learned  from  flage  tradition,  or  the  more  certain  inlouna- 
tion  of  hi*  friend  Sit  William  D'Avenant.*  If  he  had  onlv  taken 
the  folio  edition  of  our  author's  woiks  for  his  guide,  without  any 
other  authority,  lie  would  have  named  The  Tempt jt  as  his  catlitft 
production  ; bttai.lt  it  happens  to  Hand  hid  in  die  volume.  But 
J»ow  ever  this  may  be,  and  whether,  when  Drydcu  cn  itled  Verities 
our  author's  fiift  compofition,  he  meant  to  be  Undeidood  literally  or 
not,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he  calls  it  his  PtRIChts;  that  I. r 
{peaks  of  h as  the  legitimate,  the  fpurions  or  adopted , off>p«ing 
of  our  poet's  mufc ; as  the  lolc,  not  the  paiiiai,  property  of 
Shakfpeare. 

I am’ yet  therefore  unconvinced,  that  this  drama  was  not  written 
by  our  author.  The  wildncfs  aud  irregularity  of  the  fable,  the  • 

, f 

* Sir  William  D’Avenant  produced  his  firft  play  at  the  theatre  in 
Btaekfiynrs,  in  1629,  when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  at  which  time 
bis  paflson  for  apple-hunting,  we  may  prefume,  had  fubfided,  and  given 
way  to  more  manly  purfuits.  That  a young  poet  thus  early  acquainted 
with  the  ftage,  who  appears  to  have  had  a great  veneration  for  our 
anthor,  who  was  poffcffcd  of  the  only  original  picture  of  Shakfpeare  t 
ever  painted,  who  carefully  preferved  a letter  written  to  him  by  King 
James,  who  himfelf  altered  four  of  his  play  s and  introduced  them  in  a 
new  form  on  the  ftage,  fhuuid  have  been  altogether  incur  uus  about 
the  early  hiftory  and  juvenile  productions  of  the  great  luminary  of 
the  dramatick  world,  (then  only  thirteen  years  dead)  who  happened 
alfo  to  be  his  god  father,  and  was  by  many  reputed  his  father,  is  nut 
very  credible.  That  he  should  have  never  made  an  enquiry  concerning 
a play,  printed  with  Shaklpeare’s  name,  and  whi«  li  appears  to  have 
been  a popular  piece  at  the  vc»v  time  when  D’Avenant  produced  his 
firft  dramatick  eflay,  (a  thint  edition  of  Pericles  having  been  printed  in 
if>3o ) is  equally  improbable.  And  it  is  dill  more  incredible,  that  out 
author’s  friend,  old  Mr.Heminge.  who  was  alive  in  1 620,  and  piinc «pal 
proprietor  and  manager  the  Globe  and  Eiackfryar’s  play  homes 
should  not  have  been  able  to  give  him  any  information  concerning  a 
play;  which  had  been  produced  at  the  former  theatre,  probably  while 
it  was  under  his  direction,  and  had  been  acted  by  his  company  with 
great  applaulc  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
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artlefs  conduA  of  the  piece,  and  'the  inequalities  of  the  poetry, 
nay,  I think,  be  all  accounted  for,  by  fuppofiog  it  either  his  firft 
or  one  of  his  carlieft  e flays  in  dramatick  coropofition. 

Malokf. 

On  looking  into  Ro/cius  Anglicanus,  better  known  by  the  name 
of  Down/s  the  Prompter's  Book%  originally  printed  in  1708,  and 
lately  republifhed  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Waldron  of  Drury-lane 
Theatre,  I was  not  a little  furprized  to  find,  that  Ptrieles%  Prince 
oj  Tyre  was  one  of  the  charadcrs  in  which  the  famous  Betterton  had 
been  mill  applauded.  — Could  the  copy  from  which  this  play  was 
afted  by  him  and  his  afTociates,  be  recovered,  it  would  prove  a 
fingular  curiofity  ; at  lead,  to  thofc  who  have  fince  been  drudging 
through  every  feene  of  the  original  quarto,  1609,  io  the  hope  of 
reftoring  it  to  fuch  a degree  of  feufe  and  meafuic  as  might  give  is 
currency  with  the  reader. 

As  for  the  prefent  editor,  he  expe&s  to  be 

**  Stopp'd  in  phials,  and  transfix'd  with  pins," 
on  account  ut  the  rcadioefs  with  which  be  has  obeyed  the  fccond 
claufe  of  the  Ovidian  precept, 

«*  Cunda  prius  teutanda  ; fed  immedicabilc  vulnus 
“ t'nfe  rccidendutns. 

When  it  is  proved,  however,  that  a gentle  procefs  might  bare 
been  employed  with  equal  fuccefs,  let  the  afiual  cautery  be  rejeded, 
or  applied  to  the  remarks  of  him  who  has  lo  freely  ufed  it. 

Steevens. 
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* King  Lear.]  The  flory  of  this  tragedy  had  found  its  way 
into  rr  am  ballads  and  ol!  cr  meuical  pieces  ; yet  Shakfpeare  forms 
lo  have  been  more  indebted  to  The  True  Chronicle  Hijtory  of  King 
Lrir  and  Ail  7 hue  Daughters,  Gonoull,  Ragan,  and  Cordelia , t6o5, 
(which  l l ave  already  pnblilhed  at  the  cud  of  a collection  of  the 
quarto  copies)  than  to  all  the  other  petformances  together.  It 
anpeirs  from  ttie  books  at  Stitioncrs'  Hall,  that  fome  play  on  this 
ftibjcCl  was  entered  by  Edwaid  While,  May  14,  lSg4.  “ A 
bookc  cm  tulcd.  The  mofle  famous  Chronicle  Hijtorie  of  Letre  King  of 
I «*»/  md,  at:d  Jus  three  Daughter)."  A piece  with  the  fame  title  is 
entered  again,  May  S,  ifio5  ; and  again  Nov.  26,  1607.  See  the 
eatrncu  f.om  tliefc  Entries  at  the  end  of  the  Ptcfaccs,  ic.  Vol.  If. 
F om  Ike  Mirror  of  Slagifirates.  1 5 S 7 • Shakfpeare  l«as,  however, 
taken  the  hint  for  the  behaviour  of  the  Steward,  and  the  reply  of 
Cordelia  to  her  father  conccr i'iug  her  future  marriage.  The  ep>fo  e 
of  Cloflcr  and  his  fons  vnuft  have  hcen  borrowed  fiom  Sidney's 
Ana  >ia,  as  I have  not  found  the  leafl  trace  of  it  in  any  other  wotk. 

I have  referred  to  tltele  pieces,  wherever  ou»  author  fee  ms-  more 
immediately  10  have  followed  them,  in  the  courfc  of  tny  notes  on 
the  pUv.  For  the  Bill  King  Lear , lee  likcwife  Six  old  Ploys  on 
1* kith  Shakfpeare  founded,  &c.  publiflud  for  S.  Ltracioft,  Cbaiing- 
Crofs 

The  fcadtr  will  alfo  find  the  Rory  of  K . Lear,  in  the  fecond 
kook  and  imh  canto  of  Spenfei’s  Fans  Quern,  and  in  the  iSth 
chapter  of  the  third  book  of  Warner’s  Albion's  England , 1602. 

'1  he  whole  of  this  play,  however,  could  not  have  been  written 
till  after  i6o3.  Haifnet's  pamphlet  to  which  it  contain*  fo 
m my  references,  (as  will  appear  in  the  notes)  was  not  pnblilhed 
till  that  year.  STF.cvENt. 

Camden,  in  bis  Remains,  (p.  3o6.  ed.  1674.)  tells  a fimilar 
fio-v  to  t is  of  Lei*  or  Lear , of  Ina  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons  ; 
which,  if  the  thing  ever  happened,  probably  was  the  real  oiigin 
of  the  fible.  See  under  the  head  of  Wife  Speeches.  PERCY, 

The  flory  told  by  Camden  in  his  Remains,  410.  ifioS,  is  this: 

•*  Ina,  king  of  Weft  Saxons,  had  three  daughters,  of  whom 
Upon  a lime  lie  demanded  whether  they  did  lovt  him,  and  fo  would 
do  during  their  lives,  above  all  others:  the  two  elder  fwa/e  deeply 
they  would;  the  }Ouogcft,  but  the  wifeft,  told  her  father  flatly, 
without  flattery,  that  albeit  flic  did  love,  honour,  and  reverence 
him,  and  fo  would  whilft  {he  lived,  as  much  as  nature  and  daugh- 
terly  dutic  at  the  utletmoft  could  expefl,  yet  Jht  did  think  that  cr.e 
elay  it  would  came  lo  gaffe  Ikat  Jht  fhouid  affeS  another  more  frrvtr.th, 
Pi'aning  her  kujl  and,  when  jhe  were  married  i who  bciog  made  one 
f th  with  her,  as  God  by  commandement  had  told,  and  nature 
bad  taught  her,  ftic  was  to  cleave  fail  to,  forfakiug  father  and 


mother,  kiffc  and  kinne.  [Anonymous.]  One  referreth  this  to  the 
daughters  of  king  Leir." 

It  is,  I think,  tiu>rc  probable  that  Shakfpeare  had  this  paffage 
in  liis  thoughts,  when  he  wrote  Cordelia's  reply  concerning  her  fu- 
ture marriage,  than  The  Mirrour  Jor  Magijtrates,  as  Camden's 
book  was  poblifhed  recently  before  he  appeals  to  have  coinpofcd 
this  play,  and  that  portion  of  it  which  is  entitled  Wife  Spaches, 
where  the  iorcgoiug  paflage  is  found,  furnifhed  him  with  a hint  in 
Coriolanuj. 

The  (lory  of  King  Leir  and  his  three  daughters  was  originally 
told  by  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  from  whom  Holiufhed  trankribed 
it;  and  in  his  Chronicle  Shakfpeare  had  certainly  read  it,  as  it 
occurs  not  far/rom  that  of  Cymbtlint ; though  the  old  play  on  the 
fame  fubjc#  probably  jerjl  fuggefted  to  him  the  idea  of  making  it 
the  ground-work  of  a tragedy. 

Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  fays,  that  Leir,  who  was  the  cldeft  fon 
of  Bladud,  “ nobly  governed  his  country  for  Gxty  years."  Ac- 
cording to  that  biftoiian,  he  died  about  boo  years  before  the  birth 
of  Chriff 

The  uame  of  Leir's  youngeff  daughter,  which  in  Geoffrey’s  hif- 
tory,  in  Holiufhed.  The  Minour  jot  Magiflrates,  and  the  old  ano- 
nymous play,  is  Cordeilla,  Cordtla,  or  Cordelia,  Shakfpeare  fouud 
fofiened  into  Cordelia  by  Spcnfer  in  his  Second  Book,  Canto  X. 
The  names  of  Ldgar  and  Edmund  were  probably  fuggefted  by 
lioliofhed.  Sec  bis  Chronicle , Vol.  I.  p.  122:  44  Edgar , the  fon 
of  Edmund , broi'ter  of  Athelftaoe,"  Sec. 

This  tragedy,  f believe,  was  written  in  i65o.  See  An  Attempt 
(0  afttrlain  the  order  of  Shah/ptare's  plays,  Vol.  IT. 

As  the  epifodc  of  Gloflcr  aud  his  fons  is  undoubtedly  formed  on 
the  ftory  of  the  blind  king  of  Paphlagonia  in  Sidney's  Arcadia,  I 
(hall  fnbjoin  it,  at  the  end  of  the  play.  Malone. 


Persons  reprefented. 

I car,  King  of  Britain. 

King  of  trance. 

Duke  of  Burgundy. 

Duke  o/Cornwall. 

Duke  <f  Albany. 

Eail  of  Rent. 

Earl  of  Glofler. 

Edgar,  Son  to  Glofler. 

Edmund,  Baflard  Son  to  Glofler. 

Curan,  a Courtier . 

Old  Man,  Tenant  to  Glofler. 

Phyfician. 

Tool. 

Ofwald,  Steward  to  Goneril. 

An  Officer,  employed  by  Edmund. 

Gentleman,  attendant  on  Cordelia. 

A Herald. 

Servants  to  Cornwall. 

Goneril, 

Regan, 

Cordelia, 

Knights  attending  on  the  King,  Officers , Meffengers, 
Soldiers,  and  Attendants. 


} 


Daughters  to  Lear. 
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ACT  I.  SCENE  I. 

A Room  of  Jlalc  in  King  Lear’s  Palace. 

Enter  Kent,  Gloster,  and  Edmund. 

Kent.  I thought,  the  king  had  more  affe£ted  the 
duke  of  Albany,  than  Cornwall. 

Glo.  It  did  always  feem  fo  to  us:  but  now,  in 
the  divifion  of  the  kingdom,  * it  appears  not  which 
of  the  dukes  he  values  molt ; for  equalities3  are  fo 
weigh’d,  that  curiofuy  in  neither4  can  make  choice 
of  cither’s  moiety.5 

* — — in  tie  divifion  of  the  kingdom,  ] There  is  fomething  of 
obfeurfey  or  inaccuracy  in  this  preparatory  fcenc.  The  king  has 
already  divided  his  kingdom,  and  yet  when  he  enters  he  examines  his 
daughters,  to  difcover  in  what  proportions  he  fhoultl  divide  it. 

Perhaps  Kent  and  Glofter  only  were  privy  to  his  defign,  which  lie 
dill  kept  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  changed  or  performed  as  luble* 
quent  reafons  fhould  determine  him.  Johnson. 

3 equalities  -- — j So,  the  firft  quartos;  the  folio  reads—. 

qualities.  Johnson.  1 

Either  may  ferve  ; but  of  the  former  I find  an  inftance  in  the 
Flower  of  Friendjhip , i568:  After  this  match  made,  aud  equalities 
conDdered,  ” 8cc.  Steevens. 

* — that  curiofuy  in  neither — ] CurioJitj , for  rxadeft  ferutiny. 

The  fenfe  of  the  whole  fentence  is,  The  qualities  and  properties 

of  the  feveral  divisions  arc  fo  weighed  and  bjlanced  agaiuft  one  * 

another,  that  the  exa&eft  ferutiny  could  not  determine  in  preferring 
one  (hare  to  the  other.  Warburton. 

Cuiinfity  is  frrupuloufnefs,  or  caplioufnefs.  So,  in  Tie  Taming 
pj  a Shrew , Ad  IV.  fc.  iv  x 

*•  For  curious  I cannot  be  with  you."  Steevens. 

See  Vol.  XVIII.  p.  i58,  n.  2;  and  the  prefent  tragedy,  p.  292, 
n.  6.  Malonk. 
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Kent.  Is  not  this  your  fon,  my  lord  ? 

Glo.  His  breeding,  fir,  hatli  been  at  iny  charge; 
1 have  fo  often  blufil’d  to  acknowledge  him,  that 
now  I aru  brazed  to  it. 

Kent.  1 cannot  conceive  yon. 

Glo.  Sir,  this  young  fellow’s  mother  could  : 
whereupon  file  grew  round -wombed  ; and  had, 
indeed,  fir,  a (on  for  her  cradle,  ere  flic  had  a huf- 
band  for  her  bed.  Do  you  fmcll  a fault? 

Kent.  I cannot  wifli  the  fault  undone,  the  iffue 
of  it  being  fo  proper.” 

Glo.  But  I have,  fir,  afon  by  order  of  law.foine 
year  elder  than  this,3  who  yet  is  no  dearer  in  my 
account:  though  this  knave  came  fomewhat  fau- 
cily  imo  the  world  before  he  was  lent  for,  vet  was 
liis  mother  fair  ; there  was  good  fport  at  his  mak- 
ing, and  the  whorefon  mull  be  acknowledged. — 
Do  you  know  this  noble  gentleman,  Edmund  ? 

Edm.  No,  my  lord.  > 

/ Glo.  My  lord  of  Kent : remember  him  hereafter 

as  my  honourable  friend. 

' \ 

*  cf  either's  moiety.  ] The  ftrift  feofe  of  the  word  moiety 

if  half,  one  of  two  equal  farts ; but  Sbalcfpeare  coraraouly  ufes  it 
for  any  part  or  divijion  : 

44  Mcthiuki  my  moiety  north  from  Burton  here, 

44  In  quantity  equals  not  one  of  yours:  " 
and  here  the  divijion  was  into  three  parts.  S if  EVENS. 

Heywool  like  wife  ufes  the  word  moiety  as  fyuonymotis  to  any 
fart  or  for  /ion.  1 would  unwillingly  part  with  the  grcaicit 

moiety  of  ray  own  means  and  fortunes.**  Hijl.  oj  Women,  1624. 
Sec  Vol.  XII.  p.  3o6,  n.  9.  Maionf. 

*  being  fo  proper.]  i.  e.  handfome.  Sec  Vol.  VIII.  p.  so, 

n.  9.  Malone. 

3 — — fnme  year  elder  than  this,  ] Some  year , is  an  cxprefiloa  ufei 
when  wc  fpealt  indefinitely.  Steevens. 
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F.om.  My  fervices  to  your  lorc!/hip. 

Kent.  1 mud  love  you,  and  fue  to  know  you 
better. 

Edm.  Sir,  I "fliall  dudv  deferving. 

Glo.  He  hath  been  out  nine  years,  and  away  he 
• lhall  again: — The  king  is  coming. 

[ Trumpets  found  within. 

Enter  Lear,  Cornwall,  Albany,  Goneril,  Re- 
gan, Cordelia,  and  Attendants. 

Lear.  Attend  the  lords  of  France  and  Burgundy, 
Glofler. 

Glo.  I lhall,  my  liege. 

[ Exeunt  Gloster  and  Edmond. 
Lear.  Mean-time  we  lhall  expreis  our  darker 
purpofe. 4 * * 

Give  me  the  map  there.  s — Know,  that  we  have  di- 
vided, 

In  three,  our  kingdom  : and  ’tis  onr  fall  intent* 

To  fliake  all  cares  and  bufinefs  from  our  age;7 


4 txprrfs  our  darker  purpnfr.]  Dark.tr , for  more  fccret;  not 

for  indircti,  oblique.  Warbl'RJON. 

Tl.ii  word  may  admit  a further  explication.  Wt  Jhall  tttprtfs 
fur  latktr  putfsft:  that  is,  we  have  already  made  known  in  fome 
meafure  out  delire  of  parting  the  kingdom  ; we  will  now  difeover 
wt  at  has  not  beeu  told  before,  the  reai'ons  by  which  wc  (hall  regu- 
lar* the  portion.  This  interpretation  will  juitify  or  palliate  the 
cxo.dial  dialogue.  Johnson. 

1 Give  me  Ik*  map  (here  . | So  the  folio.  The  quartos,  leaving 
the  ^rtfc  defedive,  read — 1 ht  map  tk/re.  SteeVENS. 

* and  'tii  cur  fall  intent  — ] Fajl  is  the  reading  of  the  firft 

folio,  and.  I think,  the  true  rending.  Johnson. 

Our  fafi  inttnt  is  our  determined  rcfolution.  The  quartos 
have  — our  fitjl  intent.  Malonf. 

1 /mm  cur  age  i]  The  quart  i read ~ oj  our  Jialt.  Steevisj. 
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Conferring  them  on  younger  drengths, ' while  we* *• 
Unburden’d  crawl  toward  death. — Oar  fon  of 
Cornwall,  . 

And  you, our  no  lefs  loving  fon  of  Albany, 

We  have  this  hour  a confiant  will1  to  pablifh 
Our  daughters’  fcveral  dowers,  that  future  ftrife 
May  be  prevented  now.  The  princes,  France  and 
Burgundy, 

Great  rivals  in  our  youngeft  daughter’s  love, 

Long  in  our  court  have  made  their  amorous  fo- 
jouru, 

And  here  are  to  be  anfwer’d. — Tell  me,  my  daugh- 
ters, 

(Since  now3  we  will  deveft  us,  both  of  rule, 
lntered  of  territory,  cares  of  date,) 

Which  of  you,  fliall  we  fay,  doth  love  us  mod? 
That  we  our  larged  bounty  may  extend 
Where  merit  doth  mod  challenge  it.4 — Goneril, 
Our  elded-born,  fpeak  fird. 


* Conferring  them  on  younger  ftrengths,  ] it  the  reading  of  the 
folio;  the  quarto*  read,  Confirming  them  on  youuger  years. 

Steevens. 

* — — while  we  kc.  ] From  while  x*ey  down  to  prevented  now9 
is  omitted  in  the  quartos.  Steevens. 

*  confiant  will ] Seems  a confirmation  of  jajl  intent* 

Johnson. 

Confiant  is  firm , determined.  Confiant  will  is  the  certa  voluntas 
of  Virgil.  The  fame  epithet  is  ufed  with  the  fume  meaning  in 
The  Merchant  of  Venice: 

“ elfe  nothing  in  the  world 

*•  Could  turn  fo  much  the  conftitution 
“ Of  any  confiant  man."  Steevens. 

3 Since  now  kc.  j Thefe  two  lines  are  omitted  in  the  quartos* 

Steevens* 

4 Where  merit  doth  mofi  challenge  it.]  The  folio  reads: 

Where  nature  doth  with  merit  challenge : 
i.  e.  where  the  claim  of  merit  is  fuperadded  to  that  of  nalnre  ; 
or  where  a fuperiour  degree  of  natural  filial  aJjeHion  is  joined  to 
the  claim  of  other  menu,  Steevens. 
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Gon.  Sir,  I 

Do  love  you  more  tlian  words  can  wield  the  matter, 
Dearer  than  eye-fight,  fpace  and  liberty; 

Beyond  what  can  be  valued,  rich  or  rare  ; 

No  lefs  than  life,5  with  grace,  health,  beauty,  lie* 
nour : 

As  much  as  child  e’er  lov’d,  or  father  found. 

A love  that  makes  breath  poor,  and  fpeecli  unable; 
Beyond  all  manner  of  fo  much  ''  I love  you. 

Cor,  What  fhall  Cordelia  do?7  Love,  and  be 
filent.  [A fide. 

Lear.  Of  all  thefe  bounds,  even  from  this  line 
to  this, 

* Gon.  Sir,  I 

Do  love  jou  more  than  words  can  wield  the  natter, 

No  left  than  life,  ] So,  in  Holinlhed  : **  -—  he  fiift  aflced  Go- 
norilta  the  eldett,  how  well  (fie  loved  him  ; who  railing  hir  gods 
to  record,  protefted  that  Jhe  loved  him  more  than  her  own  life , 
which  by  right  and  reafou  Ihould  be  raoft  deere  unft-  *»ir.  With 
which  anfwer  the  father  being  well  p'.eafcd,  turned  to  the  fecond, 
and  demanded  of  hir  how  well  (he  loved  him;  who  anfwcred  (con- 
firming hir  faieings  with  great  othes, ) that  (be  loved  him  more 
than  toong  could  exprefle,  and  farre  above  all  other  creatures  of 
the  world. 

Then  called  he  his  youngeft  daughter  Cordei’.la  before  him,  and 
afked  hir,  what  account  Ihe  made  of  him;  unto  whom  (he  made 
this  anfwer  as  followeth  : Knowing  the  great  love  and  f.itheilie 
zeale  that  you  have  alwaics  born  towards  me,  (for  tbe  which  i tnaie 
not  aufwcre  you  otherwife  than  I tbioke  and  as  rny  conference 
lcadcth  me, ) I proteil  unto  you  that  1 have  loved  you  ever,  and 
will  coulinuallic  (while  1 live)  love  you  as  my  natural  father.  And 
if  you  would  more  underhand  of  the  love  I bear  >ou,  after  lain 
your  felfe,  that  fo  much  as  you  have,  fo  much  you  are  worth,  and 
fo  much  I love  you,  and  do  more.”  Malone. 

6 Beyond  all  manner  of  Jo  much — ] Beyond  all  aflignable  quan- 
tity, I love  you  beyond  limits,  and  cannot  fay  it  is  Jo  much,  for 
how  much  foever  I (hould  name,  it  would  be  yet  more.  Johnson, 

Thus  Rowe,  in  hit  lair  Penitent,  fc.  i ; 

**  — — I can  only 

41  Swear  you  reign  here,  hut  never  tell  how  much.'*  Steevens. 

7 — do  ? ] So  the  quarto  j the  folio  ttfj  Johnson, 
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With  fliadowy  forefls  and  with  champnins  ricfi'd. 
With  plenteous  rivers*  and  wide-fkirted  meads. 

We  make  thee  ladv  : To  thine  and  Albany's  ifTue 
Be  this  perpetual.  — What  fays  our  fecond  daughter. 
Our  dearefl  Regan,  wife  to  Cornwall?  Speak. 5 

Reg.  1 am  made*  ot  that  (elf  rnctal  as  my  filler. 
And  prize  me'  at  her  worth.  In  mv  true  heart 
] find,  file  names  my  very  deed  of  love  : 

Only  (he  comes  too  fliort, — that  I profefs  4 

•  aid  with  champains  rich’d. 

With  plenteous  rivets j T'lefe  word*  arc  omitted  in  the 

quartos.  To  rich  it  nn  obfoletc  verb.  It  is  ufed  by  lho.  Diant, 
in  hit  tranflation  ofHoiacc's  Efi/tles , 1367: 

“ To  fitch  his  country,  let  bis  worJs  lykc  flowing  water  fa’l.** 

Steeve ns. 

Jiich’J  is  ufed  for  enriched,  as  * lice  for  entice * ’hate  for  abate , 
Jlrain  for  cenjirain , Sic.  M.  MavON. 

•  Speak,]  Thus  t!ie  quartos.  This  word  is  notin  t'c  folio. 

Mai  one. 

* / an  made  &c.]  Thus  the  folio.  The  quarto  reads,  Sir,  I 
am  made  of  the  felf.Jame  racial  that  ruyjifier  t'j.  Stfevenv 

* A^d  prize  me  at  her  worth , 3tc.]  I believe  this  p adage  fhould 
rather  be  poiuted  thus: 

And  prize  me  at  her  worthy  in  my  true  heart 
J find , ftie  names,  kc. 

That  is.  And  fo  tray  you  prize  me  at  her  worth,  as  in  my  true 
heart  I j5»J,  that  Jhe  names,  &c.  Tykwhitt. 

1 believe  we  fliould  read : 

**  And  prize  you  at  her  worth  ; 

That  is,  let  the  fame  high  value  upon  you  that  (he  docs. 

M Mason. 

Prize  me  at  her  worth,  perhaps  mean?,  I think  myjelj  as  worthy 
oj ) our  favour  as  fie  is,  Henley. 

4 Only  Jhe  comes  too  Jhort, — that  f profefs  Sec,]  That  feeras  to  Hand 
tcithout  relation,  but  is  referred  to  find,  tie  fir  ft  conjunction  being 
inaccurately  fupprefled.  1 find  that  (he  names  ray  deed,  1 find  ihar 
1 profefs,  kc.  Johnson. 

The  true  meaning  is  this:-—*1  My  fitter  has  equally  exprtlTrd 
ray  femiments,  only  (he  comes  fhort  of  me  in  itm,  that  1 prnteft 
nwfclf  an  enemy  to  all  joys  hut  you,” — That  1 profefs , means,  in 
that  J profefs,  M.  Mason, 
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Myfelf  an  enemy  to  all  other  joys, 

W hich  the  moll  precious  fquare  of  fenfe  pofleffes;* 
And  find,  I am  alone  felicitate 
In  your  dear  highnels’  love. 

Cor.  Then  poor  Cordelia ! [AJide, 

And  yet  not  fo;  fince,  I am  lure,  my  love’s 
More  richer  than  my  tongue.6 

1 ear.  To  thee,  and  thine,  hereditary  ever, 
Remain  this  ample  third  of  our  fair  kingdom; 

No  lets  in  (pace,  validity, 7 and  pleafure, 

Thau  that  confirm’d  8 on  Goneril.  — Now,  our  joy,-' 


/«  Mo/,  i.  c.  inofmuih  as,  I profcfs  myfelf,  &c.  Thus  the  folio* 
The  quartos  read  : • 

**  Only  the  came Jhort , that  I profcfs,”  fcc.  Malone. 

4 Which  the  nojl  precious  fquare  pJ'/e*Je  pvjftjj**  #]  Perhaps  Jqvari 
means  only  coinpajs,  compr ehtnjion.  Johnson. 

So,  in  a Faterntjis  to  the  Frince,  by  lord  Sicrline,  1604* 

»»  The  Jqvare  of  reafoo,  and  the  mind  s dear  eye.” 

Golding  in  his  vcifion  of  the  Gib  Book,  of  Ovid  s MctatuorpboLs 
iranllates 

— quoiicfque  rogabat 

Ex  jujio — 

“ As  oft  as  he  demaoded  out  of fquare." 
i.  e.  what  was  umeafonable.  Ste evens* 

1 believe  that  Shakfpeare  ufes  Jquare  for  the  full  complement  of 
all  the  fenfej.  Edwards. 

6 Mure  richer  than  my  tongue.]  The  quartos  thus:  the  folio  — 
more  ponderous.  SrtEVENS. 

W’c  ftiould  read — their  tongue,  meaning  her  fifters.  Warbdrtom, 

1 think  the  prcfciil  reading  right.  Johnson. 

7 No  Itfs  in  /pace,  validity,]  Validity,  for  worth,  value;  uot 
for  integrity,  or  good  title.  Warburton. 

So,  in  The  Devil's  Charter , 1G07  : “ The  countenance  <*f  your 
ftj.n  l is  of  lc fa  value  than  his  council,  yet  both  of  very  fmaU  va- 
lidity." S TEt VRNS. 

•  confirm'd ] The  folio  reads,  con/trr'd.  Steeven*. 

*  Nous,  our  joy.  See . J Here  the  true  reading  is  picked  out 

of  two  copies.  Buuci  s quarto  leads: 
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Although  the. laft,  not  lead;  * to  whofc  young lcvc 
The  vines  of  Fiance,  and  milk  of  Burgundy, 

Strive  to  be  interefs’d;3  what  can  you  fay,  to  draw4 
A third  more  opulent  than  your  lifters?  Speak. 
Cor.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

Lear.  Nothing? 

Cor.  Nothing. 5 

Lear.  Nothing  can  cotne  of  nothing:  fpcak 
again. 

Cor.  Unhappy  that  I ain,  I cannot  heave 

i 

— — But  now  our  joy, 

Although  the  laft,  not  lead  in  our  dear  love, 

What  can  you  fay  to  win  a third,  See. 

The  folio: 

, — — Now  our  joy. 

Although  our  laft,  and  leaft  ; to  whofe  young  love 
The  vines  ot  Fiance,  and  milk  of  Burgundy, 

Strive  to  be  int'refs'd.  What  can  you  Jayy  See.  Johnson. 

9 Atlkovgh  the  tajty  n at  itojl  ; See. ] So,  in  the  old  anonymous 
play,  K.mg  Leif  fpeaking  to  Mutnford  : 

to  thee  laft  of  all  ; 

“ Not  greeted  laft,  ‘caufc  thy  defert  was  fmaU." 

STEEVtM. 

Again,  in  The  Sparijh  Tragedy,  written  before  i5g3: 

“ The  third  and  lajt , not  teajt , in  our  accouul."  Malone. 

3 Strive  to  he  interefs'd  ;]  So,  in  the  Preface  to  Draytou's  Fr- 

lyotbion  : 44 there  is  fcarce  any  of  the  nobilitie,  or  gentry  of 

this  land,  but  he  is  fome  way  or  other  by  his  blood  interejjed 
therein." 

Again,  in  Beo  Jonfon’s  Sejanus : 

44  Our  facred  laws  and  juft  authority 
44  Arc  interefs'd  therein." 

To  inter  and  to  intereffe , are  not,  perhaps,  different  fpcllings 
of  the  fame  verb,  but  are  two  diftind  words  though  of  the  fama 
import;  the  one  being  derived  fiom  the  Latin,  the  other  from 
the  French  interejjer,  Steevens. 

* .to  draw — ] The  quarto  reads— what  can  you  fay,  t9 

win.  STEEVENS. 

4 Lear.  Nothing  f 

Cor.  Nothing.  J Thcfc  two  fpecchcs  are  wanting  in  the  quartos. 

Steevens. 
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Myh  eart  into  my  mouth  : I love  your  majcfly 
According  to  my  bond  ; nor  more,  nor  iels. 

Lear.  How,  bow,  Cordelia?6  mend  your  fpecch 
a little, 

Left  it  may  mar  your  fortunes. 

Cor.  Good  my  lord. 

You  have  begot  me,  bred  me,  lov’d  me:  I 
Return  thole  duties  back  as  are  right  fit. 

Obey  you,  love  you,  and  molt  honour  yoa. 

W hy  have  my  fillers  hufbands,  if  they  fay, 

They  love  you,  all?  Haply,  when  1 Iball  wed,’ 
That  lord  whole  hand  mull  take  my  plight,  fltall 
carry 

Half  my  love  with  him,  half  my  care,  and  duty  : 
Sure,  1 ftiall  never  marry  like  my  lifters, 

To  love  ray  father  ail.  * 

Lear.  But  goes  this  with  thy  heart  ? * 

• How,  how,  Cordelia?]  Thus  the  folio.  The  quarto  reads—* 
Go  /o,  go  to.  S I K!  VVNJ. 

7 Haplj%  tt  he*  I J hall  urtd.  See.  ] So,  in  The  Mirrour  for 

Mogijtratn,  a 5 87 « Coidila  fays: 

“ — Nature  fo  doth  bind  and  roc  compell 
“ To  love  >ou  at  I ought,  my  father,  well; 

“ Yet  (hortly  I may  chance,  if  fortune  will, 

11  1 o End  tu  hcait  to  bear  another  more  good  will: 

“ Thus  much  1 laid  of  ouptial  loves  that  meant.*' 

STf  EVFNS. 

See  alfo  the  quotation  from  Camden's  Remaines%  near  the  cod  of 
the  full  note  on  this  play,  [p.262.  J MALONE 

* 7 0 love  my  jatker  all.  ) Ihefe  woids  are  reftored  from  tbc  firft 
edition,  without  wli  b th  lenle  was  not  complete.  Pope. 

0 But  goes  this  with  thy  itart? J Thus  tt.e  quartos,  and  thus  I 
have  no  doubt  Shaklpcan  wrote,  this  kind  of  mvciGon  occurring 
often  in  bis  plays,  and  in  the  contemporary  writers.  So,  in  Kn>£ 
Henry  Vlll  : 

“ — and  make  your  houfe  our  Tower.’* 

Again,  io  The  Merchant  oj  Venice: 

“ — I hat  many  may  be  meant 
“ b)  the  fool  multitude." 

Vol.  XX.  T 
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Cor.  Ay.  good  my  lord. 

Lear.  So  young,  and  fo  untender  ?* 

Cor.  So  youug,  my  lord,  and  true. 

Lear.  Let  it  be  fo,  — Thy  truth  then  be  thy 
dower : 

For,  by  the  facrcd  Tadiance  of  the  fun  ; 

The  myflcries  of  Hecate,3  and  the  night; 

By  all  the  operations  of  the  orbs, 

From  whom  we  do  exid,  and  Ccafe  to  be; 

Here  1 difclaim  all  my  paternal  care, 

Propinquity  and  property  of  blood, 

And  as  a (liangcr  to  my  heart  and  me 
Hold  thee,  from  this,4  for  ever.  1 he  barbarous 
Scythian, 

Or  he  that  makes  his  generation  5 meffes 
To  gorge  his  appet  te,  (hall  to  my  bqfom 
Be  as  Well  neighbour’d,  pitied,  and  reliev’d, 

As  thou  my  fometime  daughter. 

Kent.  Good  my  liege,-* 


Set  Vot.  VIII.  p 66.  a.  •. 

Tlie  editor  of  the  folio,  not  undemanding  this  kind  of  pbrafeo* 
logy,  fubftituted  t t more  common  form — But  goes  thy  hejrt  uitk 
this  ? as  in  the  next  line  he  reads,  Ay,  tny  good  lord,  inHcad  of  — 
Ay,  good  mi  lord,  the  rc-iding  of  the  quartos,  and  the  confiaot 
language  of  Shskfprarc.  Malone. 

* So  young , and  Jo  untender  f J $•,  in  Shakfpeare's  Kenus  and 
daunts  s 

*»  Ah  me,  quoth  Venus,  youngs  and  fo  unkind  T' 

M A LON  I. 

* The  myftcries  of  Hecate]  The  quartos  have  mijlrefs , the  folio  — 
mifnin.  1 lie  emendation  was  made  by  (lie  editor  of  the  fccond 
folio,  who  likewife  fubftituted  operations  in  the  next  line  for  »/£• 
ration , the  reading  of  the  oiiginal  copies.  Malone. 

* Hold  thee,  from  this,  ] i.  e.  from  this  time.  STesvkNS. 

f generation — ] i.  e.  his  children.  Malone, 
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Lear.  Peace,  Kent ! 

Come  not  between  the  dragon  and  his  wrath: 

I lov’d  her  moll,6  and  thought  to  fet  my  reft 
On  her  kind  nurlery. — Heuce,  and  avoid  my 
fight! — [ To  Cordelia.7 

So  be  my  grave  my  peace,  as  here  1 give 
Her  father’s  heart  from  her  ! — Cali  France  ; — Who 
flirs  ? 

Call  Bnrgundy. — Cornwall,  and  Albany, 

With  my  two  daughters’  dowers  digeft  this  third: 
Let  pride,  which  flic  calls  plainnefs,  marry  her. 

1 do  invert  you  jointly  with  my  power. 
Pre-eminence,  and  all  the  large  effcdls 
That  troop  with  majcfty.  Ourfclf,  by  monthly 
courfe, 

With  refcrvation  of  an  hundred  knights, 

By  you  to  be  (uftain’d,  fhall  our  abode 

Make  with  you  by  due  turns.  Only  we  ftill  retain4 

# I lov'd  htr  mo  fly]  So  Holinfhed : “ — — which  daughters  ho 
greatly  loved,  but  efpecially  Cordcilla,  the  youugcft,  farrt  abovo 
the  two  elder.'*  Malone. 

1 [ To  Cordilis.  ] As  Mr.  Heath  fuppofes,  to  Ktnt.  For  in  tho 
next  words  Lear  fends  for  France  and  Burgundy  to  offer  Cot* 
delta  without  a dowry.  Steeveni. 

Mr.  M.  Mafon  obferves,  that  Ktnt  did  not  yet  deferve  fuch 
treatment  from  the  King,  as  ibe  only  woids  hie  had  uttered  were 
It  Good  my  liege.**  Reed. 

Surely  fuch  quick  tranbtions  or  inconfiftenciei,  which  ever  they 
are  called,  are  pcrfedly  fuiied  to  Lear’s  character.  1 have  to 
doubt  that  the  direction  now  given  is  right.  Kent  ba»  hitherto 
faid  nothing  that  could  extort  even  from  the  cholerick  king  Co 
harfh  a fentence,  having  only  iotrrpofcd  in  the  mildeit  manner. 
Afterwards  indeed,  when  he  remonftrates  with  more  freedom,  add 
kails  Lear  a madman,  the  king  exclaims— “ Out  of  my  fight  !*' 

9 Maloni. 

•  Only  wt  Bill  ntait » — ] Thus  the  quarto.  Folio:  wo 

Jhall  retain.  Malone. 

t 3 
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The  name,  and  all  the  additions  to  a king;4 
The  fway. 

Revenue,  execution  of  the  reft,* 

Beloved  fons,  be  yours:  which  to  confirm. 

This  coronet  part  between  you.  [giving  the  crown, 
Kent.  Royal  Lear, 

Whom  l have  ever  honour'd  as  ray  king, 

Lov’d  as  my  father,  as  my  maftcr  follow’d. 

As  my  great  patron  thought  on  in  my  prayers,1— 
Lear.  The  bow  is  bent  and  drawn,  make  from 
the  lhaft. 

Kent.  Let  it  fall  rather,  though  the  fork  invade 
The  region  of  my  heart:  be  Kent  unmannerly. 
When  Lear  is  mad.  What  would’ft  thou  do,  old 
man  ? 

Think’ft  thou,  that  duty  fliall  have  dread  to  fpcak,4 


9 all  lie  additions  to  a Jin;;]  All  (he  titles  belonging  ton 

ling.  See  Vol.  XVI.  p.  3o»j,  o.  7.  Malone. 

* execution  of  tit  rejl,]  The  execution  of  tie  ref  is,  I fup- 

pofe,  oil  the  other  huftne/i.  Johnson. 

1 Ax  my  great  patron  thought  on  in  my  prayers , ] An  allufion  to 
the  cuflom  of  clergymen  praying  for  their  patrons,  in  what  is 
commonly  called  the  bidding  prayer.  Henley. 

See  alfo  note  to  the  epilogue  to  King  Henry  IV.  Parc  II.  Vol. 
XIII.  p.  954,  o.  3.  Riti). 

4 Thini'Jt  Mow,  that  duty  Jhall  have  dread  to  fpeok%  See.]  I have 
given  this  paflage  according  to  the  old  folio,  from  which  the  modern 
editions  have  filently  departed,  for  the  fake  of  better  numbers, 
with  a degree  of  in(inc«Tity,  which,  if  not  fometimes  deteded  and 
cenfured,  muft  impair  the  credit  of  ancient  books.  One  of  the 
editors,  and  perhaps  only  one,  knew  bow  much  miichicf  may  be 
done  by  fuch  clandcfliue  alterations.  The  quarto  agrees  with  the 
folio,  except  that  for  reserve  thy  Jlate , it  gives,  rtvtrft  thy  doom, 
and  has  Jloopsi  inftead  of  falls  to  folly.  The  meaning  of  anjwer 
my  life  my  judgement , is,  Let  my  life  be  anjwerable  for  my  judgement , 
or,  I will  flake  my  life  on  my  cpinitn.— The  reading  which,  without 
stay  right,  has  pofleifed  all  the  modern  copies  is  this  ; 
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When  power  to  flattery  bows?  To  plainnefs  ho- 
nour’s bound, 

When  majefly  floops  to  folly.  Reverfe  thy  doom; 

And,  in  thy  beft  confideiadon,  check 

This  hideous  rallinefs:  anlwer  my  life  my  judge- 
ment, 

Thy  youngeft  danghter  does  not  love  thee  leaft; 

Nor  are  thole  empty-hearted,  whofe  low  found 

Reverbs 5 no  hollowncfs. 

Lear.  Kent,  on  thy  life,  no  more. 

Kent.  My  life  I never  held  but  as  a -pawn 

To  wage  againft  thine  enemies;*  nor  fear  to  lofe 
it, 


■ — to  plainnefs  honour 

1$  bound,  'when  raajefty  to  folly  falls. 

Referve  thy  Hate  ; with  better  judgment  check 
This  hideous  ralhnefs;  with  my  life  I anfwcr, 

Thy  youngeft  daughter.  See. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  revtrft  thy  doom  was  Sbakfpeare’s 
firfi  reading,  as  more  appofite  to  the  prefect  occafiou,  and  that 
he  cl  anged  it  afterwards  to  rejirve  thy  Jlate , which  conduces  more 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  adion.  Johnson. 

I jhavc  followed  the  quartos.  Referve  was  formerly  ufed  foe 
f referve.  So,  in  our  poet’s  5ad  Sonnet : 

“ Referve  them  for  my  love,  not  for  their  rhymes.” 

Maloni. 

• Rtvtrh  — — ] This  is  perhaps  a word  of  the  poet’s  own 
makiog,  meaning  the  fame  as  reverhrvtes*  Steevens. 

# — — o pawn 

To  wage  againft  thine  entrain ; ] i.  e.  I never  regarded  my  life, 
as  my  own,  but  merely  as  a thing  of  which  I had  the  poflethou  not 
the  properly  ; and  which  was  cutruftcd  to  roc  as  a pawn  or  pledge^ 
to  be  employed  in  tagging  war  againft  your  enemies. 

To  u age  againft  is  an  exprefliou  ufed  in  a letter  from  Guil. 
WcbLc  to  Rob1.  Wilmot,  prefixed  to  Tancrtd  and  GiftnunJ , i5ga: 

“ you  (hall  not  be  able  to  uage  agaxnjt  me  in  the  charges 

growing  upon  this  adicn."  Steevins. 

My  life  8cc.  ] That  is,  I never  confidered  ray  life  as  of  more 
value  than  that  of  the  commonttt  of  your  fubjeds.  A faun  in 

T s 
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Thy  fafety  being  the  motive. 

Lear.  Out  of  my  fight!- 

Kent.  See  better,  Lear;  and  let  me  ftill  reman* 
The  true  blank  of  thine  eye.7 
Lear.  Now,  by  Apollo,* — 

Kent.  Now,  by  Apollo,  king, 

Thon  fwear'ft  thy  gods  in  vain. 

Lear.  O,  vaffal!  mifcreant! 

[ laying  his  hand  on  his  Jword. 
Aeb.  Corn.  Dear  fir,  forbear.9 
Kent.  Do; 

Kill  thy  phyfician.  and  the  fee  bellow 
Upon  the  foul  difeafe.  Revoke  ihy  gift;* 

Or,  whilft  I can  vent  clamour  from  my  throat, 

I'll  tell  thee,  thou  do(l  evil. 


clicfs  it  a common  man,  in  contradiftindion  to  the  knight;  and  Shak* 
fpeaic  has  fcveral  allufions  to  0>>*  game,  particularly  in  King  John: 
* “ Who  painfully  with  much  expedient  march, 

44  Have  brought  a countti -check  before  your  gates." 

Again,  in  King  Henty  V : 

44  Therefore  take  heed  how  you  impawn  our  perfon." 

Henley. 

7 The  true  blank  ej  tkint  tyt.  ] The  blank  is  the  white  or  exa& 
mark  at  which  the  arrow  is  (hQU  Sm  better,  fays  Kent,  and  bit} 
mt  always  in  your  view.  Johnson. 

See  Vol.  IX.  p.  377,  o.  7.  Maloni. 

* — — by  Apollo,-  . ■■  ] Btadud,  Lear's  father,  according  to 
ptofifiey  of  Monmouth,  attempting  to  fly,  fell  on  tkt  temple  of 
Apollo , aod  was  killed.  This  circumfUnce  our  author  mutt  have 
noticed,  both  in  Holiaflied's  Chronicle  and  The  Mirrour  jor  MagiJ* 
hales.  Malone. 

. Are  wc  to  underfUnd  from  this  circumfUnce,  that  the  Jon  fwears 
by  Apollo  y becaufe  the  jaihtr  broke  his  neck  on  the  temple  of  tha* 
deity?  Steevens. 

9 Dear  Jirt  Jorkear.  ] This  fpecch  is  omitted  in  the  quartos. 

Stf.even*. 

• * Pjh  ] The  quartos  read — ikp  Atom,  Steiyini. 
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Tfar.  I ! car  ire,  recreant! 

On  thine  allegiance  hear  me  ! — 

Since  thou  haft  f c . n g l j t to  make  us  break  our  vow, 
(Which  sve  dutlt  never  )et,)  and,  with  flrain’4 
pride,3  / 

To  come  betwixt  our  fentence  and  our  power 
( Which  nor  onr  nature  nor  our  place  can  biar,) 
Our  potency  made  good,5  take  thy  reward. 

* — — • drain'd  pride,]  The  old<ft  copy  reads- Jlrayed  pride;  that 
it,  pride  exorbitant  ,*  piide  palling  due  bounds.  Johnson* 

4 To  come  betwixt  our  fentence  and  our  power  ; ] 1'ou.er , for  exe- 
cution of  the  fcmencc.  Warbukton. 

Rather,  as  Mr.  Edwatds  obferves,  cur  power  to  execute  tlat 
/enter,  ce.  Sntrf.NI. 

‘ ( Which  nor  our  nature  nor  cur  flare  can  bear,  ) 

Cur  potency  m dt  good,  j Ai  thou  hajl  tome  with  unrtafonallo 
pridr  between  the  lenience  v hick  l hd  pnjfed,  and  the  power  by 
n huh  1 Jhall  execute  it , take  thy  reward  la  another  /entente  w hick 
Jhall  m.kc  good,  /halt  e/folhjh , Jhall  mar  lam,  dial  power. 

Mi.  Davies  thinks,  that  our  potency  rr>*.  e good,  relates  only  to  our 

place Which  our  future  cannot  bear,  not  our  place , will  out 

departure  from  the  potent y of  that  place.  This  is  eafy  and  dear  — 
l.rar.  who  is  charadrnzcd  as  hot,  heady,  amt  violent,  is,  with 
very  juH  obleivation  ol  life,  made  to  cm.inglc  himlelf  with  vows, 
upon  any  Hidden  provocation  to  vow  revenge,  and  then  to  pleat! 
the  obligation  of  a vow  in  detente  of  implacability*  Johnson. 

Io  my  opinion,  madt%  the  reading  r f all  the  editions,  but  one 
of  the  quartos  (which  riads  mule  gtod  J is  right.  Ltar  had  juft 
del-gated  his  power  to  Albany  and  C ornwall,  corteuting  I imlclf 
with  only  the  name  and  all  rhe  additions  of  a kin?.  He  could 
therefore  have  no  pouer  to  ii.ilid  ou  Lent  the  punishment  which 
Ire  thought  he  deferved.  Our  potency  made  good  (eeras  to  roe  only 
this:  They  to  bAom  / hare  yielded  mj  power  and  authority , yielding 
tie  the  ability  to  difpenfe  it  in  thii  i njiance,  take  thy  reward . 

Stffvfn*. 

The  meaning,  1 tbiqk,  is.  As  a proof  that  I am  rot  a mere  , 
\brcatner,  that  1 have  power  as  well  as  will  to  punifb,  take  ihe  due 
reward  of  thy  demerits  , hear  thy  fcnteoce.  The  voids  tur  potency 
\ rode  good  are  ia  the  abfolute  cafe. 

T 4 
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Five  days  we  do  allot  thee,  for  provifion 
To  fhieid  thee  from  dileafes  of  the  world;4 
And,  on  the  lixih,  to  turn  iby  hated  back 
Upon  our  kingdom  : if,  on  the  tenth  day  following, 
ri  hy  banifh  d trunk  be  found  in  our  dominions. 
The  moment  is  thy  death  : Away!  By  Jupiter/ 
This  fhall  not  be  revok’d. 

Kent,  fare  thee  well,  king:  fince  thus  tho« 
wdt  appear, 

Freedom  lives  hence,"  and  banifhment  is  here. — 
The  gods  to  their  dear  fhcher9  take  thee,  maid, 

[ To  COKDELIA. 


lo  Olktllo  wc  have  again  nearly  the  fame  language; 

“ S\y  fpir  it  and  m\  plan  have  in  them  pawn 
44  lo  mate  this  bitter  to  thee,*’  Maionf. 

9 To  fhteld  thtt  from  difeafes  of  ikt  world;  j Thus  the  quartor. 
The  folio  has  dijaiers.  The  alteia'ion,  I believe,  was  made  by 
the  editor,  in  co  fequenee  of  I is  not  knowing  the  meaning  of  the 
original  woid.  D’Jtaft%y  in.  old  language,  meant  the  (lighter  in* 
conveniencici,  troubles,  or  diflitflcs  oi  the  world.  So,  in  Kin£ 
JUnry  VI  P.  I.  Vol.  XIV  p.  75,  n.  4: 

4*  A’*d  in  that  cafe  I’ll  tell  thee  my  iiftaft." 

Again,  in  A Woman  kill'd  u ith  kinintfi , by  l\  Hey  wood,  1617; 

41  fie  fie,  that  for  rny  private  bufioeffc 
44  I Ihould  diftaf’  a friend,  and  be  a trouble 
“ lo  the  whole  lioufe 

The  piovifioti  that  Kent  could  make  in  five  days,  might  in  fotne 
meafu'e  guard  him  againfl  the  dijeofci  of  the  world,  but  could  not 
fliield  him  fiotn  its  dijajlcn.  Malone. 

Which  word  be  retained  is,  in  my  opinion,  quite  immaterial. 
Such  r ec oil*. ftion  as  interval  of  five  days  will  aiiord  to  a toiifi- 
derate  peifou,  may  luicly  enable  him  in  fome  degree  to  provide 
agaiall  the  difaJlcTit  (i.  c.  the  calamities,)  oj  the  woild 

Strrvkns. 

9 • By  Jupiter,  1 Shakfpeare  makes  his  Lear  too  much  a my- 

tliologift:  he  had  Hecate  and  Apollo  before.  John&on. 

3 Freedom  lives  htnet,  ] So  tbe  folio  ; the  quartos  concur  iq 
leading—  FritnJjhtp  lives  hence.  Stebvcns. 

• — dear  Jhtller  — ] The  quartos  read  — prolcflio*. 

Stkevens. 
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That  juftly  think’ft,  and  haft  moft  rightly  faid  !* — 
And  your  large  fpeechcs  mav  vour  deeds  approve, 

[ To  Recan  and  Goneril. 
That  good  effcifts  may  fpring  from  words  of  love.— . 
Thus  Kent,  O princes,  bids  you  all  adieu; 

He’ll  Ibape  his  old  courfc  3 in  a country  new. 

[ Exit. 

Re-enter  Gloster;  wi th  France,  Burgundy,  and 
Attendants. 

Glo.  Here’s  France  and  Burgundy,  my  nob'© 
lord. 

Lear.  My  lord  of  Burgundy, 

We  firft  addrefs  towards  you,  who  with  this  king 
Hath  rivall’d  for  our  daughter;  What,  in  the  leaft, 
Will  you  require  in  prefent  dower  with  her, 

Or  ceafe  your  quell  of  love?4 

Bur.  Moft  royal  majefly, 

I crave  no  more  than  hath  your  highnefs  offer’d. 
Nor  will  you  tender  lefs. 


• Thai  jufih  think'fl,  and  haft  nojl  rightly  f*id!]  Thus  the  folio. 
The  quartos  read  : 

That  'ightly  thinks,  and  haft  moft  juflly  faid.  Malonk. 

5 Ht'll  jhapt  his  old  tear  ft — ] He  will  follow  bis  old  maxims  | 
be  wi'l  contiuue  to  ad  upon  the  fame  principles.  Johnson. 

adieu  ; 

lie’ll  (h.ipe  1 it  old  courf#  in  a country  new.]  There  is  an  odA 
coincidence  between  ibis  paffage,  and  another  in  Tit  Bat  till  ij 
Jltazar  See  - 1^94: 

** adu/j 

“ For  here  Tom  Stuktey  Jhapts  kit  tour  ft  anur.** 

STICVtfll. 

4 queft  oj  love?]  Queft  of  lovt  Is  amsrsm  expedition . Thf 

tern  o iginaicd  f orn  Romance.  A queft  was  the  expedition  in 
v/hic*'  a k.ight  was  engaged.  This  pbiais  is  often  u>  he  met  will* 
in  I it  kaiy  Sits  vans. 
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Li  ar.  Right  noble  Burgundy, 

Wh  en  fhe  was  dear  to  us.  we  did  hold  her  fo ; 3 
But  now  her  price  is  luli’n  : J>ir,  there  fire  hands; 
If  aright  within  that  little,  feeming6  fubdancc. 

Or  all  of  it,  with  our  difpleafure  piec’d,  \ 

And  nothing  more,  may  fitly  like  your  grace, 

She's  there,  and  Hie  is  yours. 

Bur-  1 know  no  anfwer. 

I ear.  Sir, 

Will  you,  with  thofe  infirmities  fire  owes,; 
Unfriended,  .new-adopted  to  our  hate, 

Do  wer’d  with  our  cutle,  and  lltanget’d  with  our 
oath. 

Take  her,.or  leave  her? 

Bur.  Pardon  me,  royal  fir; 

Election  makes  not  up  on  luch  conditions.* 

*  cr  did  kold  ker  fo ;]  We  rfteemed  her  worthy  of  that 

dowry,  which,  at  tou  Tiy,  we  ptornifed  to  give  her.  Malone. 

6  feemir^ — ] i&  beautiful.  JOHNSON. 

Seeming  rather  meant  Jpeciout . So,  io  Ike  Merry  Wives  of 
Windjor  : 

“ pluck  the  borrow'd  veil  of  modefty  from  the  fo. 

Jeemirg  miflrefs  Pai«e 

Again,  id  Meajure  for  Weafure  : 

44  — — hence  fhull  we  fee, 

11  If  power  change  purpofc,  what  our  fetvurt  he." 

SrtEVFNf. 

7  own,]  i.  e.  is  pofleffed  of.  So,  io  A Midfummtr  A igkt'o 

D ean : 

41  All  the  power  thit  charm  doth  one."  Sruvtts. 

* Eltfiion  makes  not  up  on  Jvck  conditions  ] To  meke  up  fipnifir* 
to  complete,  to  conclude;  as,  they  made  up  the  borgain';  but  io 
this  (ettfc  it  hat,  1 think,  always  the  fubjed  noun  after  it.  1 0 
mote  up,  in  .familiar  language,  is  neutrally,  to  ccme  forward , to 
make  aivan(n%  which  I think,  it  meant  here.  Johnson. 

J (hould  rend  the  line  thus;-— — 

tlcdidn  makes  not,  upon  fuch  conditions.  M.  MASON. 
EUtiion  mokes  not  up,  l conceive,  cleans,  MleHion  conn  not  to  4 
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Lear.  Then  leave  her,  fir;  fur,  by  the  power 
that  made  me, 

1 tell  yon  all  her  wealth. — For  yon,  great  king, 

[ To  France. 

I would  not  from  yonr  love  make  fuch  a flray, 

To  match  yon  where  I hate;  therefore  befeech  you 
To  avert  your  liking  a more  worthier  way, 

Than  on  a wretch  whom  nature  is  alhatn’d 
Almod  to  acknowledge  hers. 

France.  This  is  mod  flrange! 

That  (lie,  that  even  but  now  was  your  bed  object, 
The  argument  of  your  prajfc,  balm  of  your  age. 
Mod  bed,  mod  dcared,’  fliould  in  this  trice  of  time 
Commit  a thing  fo  mondrous,  to  difmantle 
So  many  folds  of  favour!  Sure,  her  offence 
Mnd  be  of  fuch  unnatural  degree, 

That  monders  it,  * or  your  fore-vouch’d  affeflion 


decifon  ; in  tjje  fa ai * fenfe  ai  when  wc  fay,  11  I have  made  up  ray 
snind  on  that  fubjeft." 

Iq  Cymbtlir.t  this  phrafe  Si  ufed,  ai  here,  for  JiniJhid%  ctmpltlid: 
44  — — Being  fearer  mad:  upt 
“ I mean,  to  man,"— See. 

Again,  in  Timon  of  Athens: 

“ remain  a (Tur'd,  ^ 

44  That  he'f  a m ade  up  villain." 

In  all  thefe  placet  the  alluGon  is  to  a piece  of  work  completed 
ty  a tradefruan. 

The  paflages  juft  cited  (how  that  the  text  it  right,  and  that  our 
poet  did  not  write,  as  forae  have  propofed  to  tcad, 

Eledioo  makes  not,  upon  fuch  conditions.  Malone. 

• Moft  btjl%  moH  dtart/l  ;j  Thus  the  quartos.  The  folios  tcad~- 

ibe  hjl,  the  dcartj f. _______  Ste evens. 

We  have  juft  had  non  worthier,  and  in  a preceding  paflage  were 
worker.  The  (arac  phrafcology  is  found  often  io  thefe  plays  and  in 
Ibe  contemporary  wriiiugs.  Malone. 

*  fuch  unnatural  decree, 

That  monjlen  i/,]  This  was  the  phrafcology  of  Slukfpfarc*\ 
igo.  So,  io  Ciritfanm  .* 
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Fall  into  taint:’'  which  to  believe  of  her, 
Mull  be  a faith,  that  reafon  without  miracle 
Could  never  plant  in  me. 


Bat  with  fitch  word]  that  an  but  rooted  is 
“ Your  tongue." 

Again,  ibidem  : 

» No,  not  with  fuck  ftiends, 

11  That  thought  them  fure  of  you." 

Three  of  the  modern  editors,  however,  in  the  paflige  btfore  us* 
have  fubftiiuied  As  for  That,  Malone. 

That  roonffers  if,]  This  uncommon  verb  occurs  again  in  Corio • 
/antii,  Ad  II.  fc.  ii : 

“ To  hear  my  nothings  » nonfler'd,"  Steevens. 

8 — — or  your  fore-v ouch'd  affcdioe 

Fall  iuto  taint:]  The  common  books  read: 

— — — or  your  fore-vouch'd  afledion 
Fall'n  into  taint: 

This  line  has  uo  clear  or  ffroog  fenfc,  nor  is  this  reading  autho- 
rized by  any  copy,  though  it  has  crept  into  all  the  late  editions. 
The  early  quarto  reads: 

or  you,  for  vouch'd  afiflious 

Fall'n  into  taint 

The  folio : • 

or  your  fori- vouch’d  ojftQion 

Fall  into  taint. 

Taint  is  ufed  for  corruption  and  for  diffract.  If  therefore  we  take 
the  oldcft  reading  it  may  be  reformed  thus : 

fure  her  oifence 

Mull  be  of  fuch  unnatural  degree. 

That  moufters  it  ; or  you  for  vouch'd  affe&ion 
Fall  into  taint. 

Her  oifence  mud  be  prodigious,  or  you  muft  foil  into  reproach  for 
having  vouched  afftflion  which  you  did  not  feel.  If  the  reading  of 
the  folio  be  preferred,  we  may  with  a very  (light  change  produce 
the  fame  fenfe : 

fure  her  offence 

Muff  be  of  fucb  unnatural  degree, 

That  rnonfters  it,  or  your  fore-vouch'd  affedion 
Falls  into  taint.— 

That  it,  falls  into  reproach  or  cenfure,  But  there  is  another  pof- 
fible  fenfe.  Or  fignifiet  before , and  or  ever  ts  before  ever;  the 
meaning  in  the  folio  may  therefore  be,  Sute  her  crime  mufl  be 
nonjfrotu  before  your  ojedion  can  be  ojftQed  with  hatred . Let  the 
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Cor.  I yet  befcech  yonr  majefty, 

I If  for  I want4  that  glib  and  oily  art, 

To  fpeak  and  purpofe  not;  fince  what  I well  in- 
tend, 

I’ll  do’t  before  I fpeak, ) that  yon  make  known 
It  is  no  vicious  blot,  murder,  or  foulncfs, 

No  unchalle  aftion,  or  dilhononr’d  flep, 

That  hath  depriv’d  me  of  yonr  grace  and  favour: 
But  even  for  want  of  that,  for  which  I am  richer; 


reader  determine. Ai  I am  not  much  a friend  to  conjcdural 

emendation,  I fhould  prefer  the  latter  fettle,  which  require*  no 
change  of  reading.  Johnson. 

The  meaning  of  the  paftage  as  I have  printed  it  [JalC  n into  taint] 
is,  I think,  Either  her  offence  mu/3  be  monflrous,  or,  if  (he  has 
sot  committed  any  fuch  offence,  the  afTedion  which  you  always 
profeffed  to  have  for  her  mufi  be  tainted  aDd  decayed  , and  is  now 
without  reafon  alienated  from  her. 

I once  thought  the  reading  of  the  quartos  right,  — or  you,  for 
vouch’d  affe&ioos.  See.  i.  c.  oe  account  of  the  extravagant  pro- 
feffious  made  by  her  Offers : but  I did  not  recoiled  that  France  bad 
not  heard  thefe.  However,  Shakfpeare,  might  bimfeif  have  forgot 
this  circumftance.  The  plural  affeQions  favours  this  interpretation. 

The  interpretation  alr^dy  given,  appears  to  me  to  be  fupported 
by  our  author’s  words  in  another  place  i 

“ When  love  begins  to  ficken  and  decay.  *'  8ce.  Malone. 

The  prefent  reading  which  is  that  of  the  folio,  is  right;  and  the 
fenfe  will  be  clear,  without  even  the  flight  amendment  propofed 
by  Johnfon,  to  every  reader  who  (hall  confidcr  the  word  ««yf,  as 
referring  to  fall  as  well  as  to  be.  Her  offence  mujl  be  monftrous, 
or  the  former  aff'edion  which  you  profeffed  for  her,  rnuft/n//  into 
taint;  that  is,  become  the  fubjed  of  reproach.  M.  Mason. 

Taint  is  a term  belonging  to  falconry.  So,  in  The  Booke  of 
flaniyng , kc.  bl.  1.  no  date : “ A taint  is  a thing  that  goetft 
overthwart  the  fclhers,  &c.  like  as  it  were  eaten  with  wormes." 

Steivins.* 

4 //  for  / iuanl  kc.  ] If  this  be  my  offence,  that  I want  the 
glib  and  oily  art,  kc,  Malone. 

For  has  the  power  of  — bccanfe.  Thus,  in  p.  29a : 

“ For  that  I am  fomc  twelve  or  fourteen  moonfliioes 
**  Lag  of  a brother.”  Steevens. 
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A ftill-  foliciting  eye,  and  fuch  a tongue 

That  I am  glad  I have  not,  though,  not  ko  have  it, 

Hath  loft  me  in  yonr  liking. 

I ear.  , Better  thou 

Hadft  not  been  born,  than  not  to  have  pleas’d  ma 
better. 

France.  Is  it  but  this?4  a tardinefs  in  nature. 
Which  often  leaves  the  hiftory  unfpoke, 

1 hat  it  intends  to  do  ? — My  lord  of  Burgundv, 
What  fay  yon  to  the  lady?  Love  is  not  love, 
W’hen  it  is  mingled  with  lefpefls,5  that  Hand 
Alool  from  the  entire  point.  * Will  you  have  her? 
She  is  hcrfelfa  dowry.’ 

Bur.  Royal  I ear,* 

Give  but  that  portion  which  youtlclf  propos’d, 

And  here  1 take  Cordelia  by  the  hand, 

Duchcfs  of  Burgundy. 

Lear.  Nothing:  I have  fvvorn;  lam  firm. 
Bur.  I am  furry  then,  you  have  ft>  loft  a father. 
That  you  mull  lofe  a hufband. 

Cor.  Peace  ^e  with  Burgundy  { 


* Is  il  let  His’  fee.  1 Thus  the  folio.  The  quartot,  difteeatd- 
iog  metre,  — 

i Is  it  no  more  but  this  T See.  Stf evens. 

*  with  tefpeds,  ] i.  e.  with  cautious  tod  prudential  couG* 

derations.  See  Vol.  XVI.  p.  n.  6. 

Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  has  — regards.  Malone. 

* — from  tit  entire  point.  ] Single,  uumixed  vrith  other  coo- 
Gderatioos.  Johnson. 

Dr.  Johofoo  is  right.  The  meaning  of  the  paffcgt  ts,  ihat  his 
love  wants  fomethiug  to  maik  its  iinccrity } 

“ Who  ftcltt  fbr  aught  in  love  bu>  love  alone." 

Stuvim, 

" Shi  « ktrjtlf  a dowry,]  The  quartos  read: 

She  is  herfelf  etnd  douer.  Ste  evens. 
f Royal  Lear,  J So,  the  quarto  ^tbc  folio  has — Royal  I ing. 

JdftLfetit. 
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Since  that  rtfpc&s  of  fortune  are  his  love, 

1 lhall  not  be  his  wife. 

France.  Faired  Cordelia,  that  art  moll  rich, 
being  poor; 

Mofl  choice,  torfakcn  ; and  mofl  lov’d,  defpis’d ! 
Thee  and  thy  virtues  here  I feizc  upon  : 

Re  it  lawful,  1 take  tip  what’s  call  away. 

Gods,  gods ; ’tis  ftrange,  that  from  their  cold’ft 
neg'rft 

NIy  love  fhould  kindle  to  inflam’d  refpe£l.  — 
rl  hy  dowerlels  daughter,  king,  thrown  to  my  chance. 
Is  queen  of  us,  of  ours,  and  pur  fair  France  : 

Not  all  the  dukes  of  wat’rifli  Burgundy 
Shall  buy  this  unptiz'd  precious  maid  of  tne.  — 
Bid  them  farewell,  Cordelia,  though  unkind: 

T hon  lolefi  here.8  a better  where  to  find. 

Lear.  Thou  hall  her,  trance:  let  her  be  thine; 
for  we 

Have  no  fuch  daughter,  nor  fliall  ever  fee 
That  face  of  hers  again  : — Therefore  be  gone. 
Without  our  grace,  our  love,  our  benizon. — 
Come,  noble  Burgundy. 

[t'lourijh.  Exeunt  Lear.  Bukcundy,  Cornwall, 
At  bant,  Gioster,  and  Attendants. 
France.  Bid  farewell  to  your  fillers. 

Cor.  1 be  jewels’  of  our  father,  with  walk'd  eye* 

* Thou  [9 ft jl  herfi]  Here  anti  where  have  the  power  of  nouns. 
■J  hou  lofcft  this  relideucc  to  had  a better  lefidcacc  in  another 
j>lace.  J.OMNSpN. 

So,  in  Churchyard*!  Farewell  to  the  \Vail4t  i5g»  : 

“ That  giowet  not  hire,  takes  route  in  other  where." 

See  note  on  Ike  Coined}  of  Etrofi , Vol.  X.  p.  22b,  n.  3 

1 , , , , SiEfvrNi. 

9 The  jewels ] As  this  reading  affords  fenfe,  though  an 

aukwatd  one,  it  may  Band:  and  yet  T*  ft  cad  of  The , a change 
adopted  by  founts  editors,  n»*y  be  juliibcd;  ii  being  frequently 
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Cordelia  leaves  you  : I know  you  what  yon  are  ; 
And.  like  a fiiltr,  am  molt  loath  to  call 
Your  faults,  as  they  are  nam’d.  Ufe  well  our  fa* 
thcr:  * 

To  your  profefled  bofoms5  I commit  him; 

Bui  yet,  alas!  Hood  I within  his  grace, 

1 would  prefer  him  to  a better  place. 

So  farewell  to  you  both. 

Gon.  Prefcribe  not  us  our  duties.4 
Reg.  Let  yonr  ftudy 

£e,  to  content  vour  lord  ; who  hath  receiv’d,  you 
At  fortune's  alms. 5 You  have  obedience  fcanted. 
And  well  are  worth  the  want  that  you  have  wanted.* 


tmpofiible,  in  ancient  MSS.  to  diftinguifh  the  one  word  from  tho 
cuftomary  abbreviation  of  the  other.  Sieevfns 

*  Ufe  well  our  father:  J So  the  quartos.  The  folio  reads  — 

Lett  well.  Malone. 

* — — profefled  tofomr  — ] All  the  ancient  editions  read  — pro- 
ftjftd.  Mr.  Pope  — Pr°f,JJ^nS*  hiit,  perhaps,  unnccrflaiily,  as  Shak- 
ipcare  often  ufes  one  participle  for  the  other  ; — longing  for  loxgtA 
in  T ht  Two  Gentlemen  of  Veronay  and  ail  obeying  for  all-obeyed  id 
Antony  and  Cleopatra.  Steevens. 

4 Prefcribe  not  ui  our  duties.  ] Prefcribe  was  ufe d formerly  without 
i#  fubjoined.  $ot  in  Martinger's  Picture: 

“ — Shall  1 prefcribe  you% 

“ Or  blame  your  fondoefs.'*  Malonf. 

* At  fortune's  alms.]  The  fame  exprrffion  occurs  again  in  Othello: 

And  fhoot  myfelf  up  in  fume  other  courfe, 

41  To  fortune's  alms*'  Steevens* 

* And  well  are  worth  the  want  that  you  have  wanted.  ] You  are 
well  deferring  of  the  want  of  dower  that  you  arc  without.  So* 
in  the  third  part  of  King  Henry  VI.  AS  IV.  fc.  i:  14  ihough  I 
want  a kingdom,"  i.  e.  though  I am  without  a kingdom.  Again, 
in  Stowe’s  Chronicle , p 137:  44  Anfeltn  was  expelled  the  realm, 
and  u anted  the  whole  profit*  of  his  bilhoprick,  " i.  e.  he  did  uot 
receive  the  profits,  kc.  I.  llet. 

Thus  the  folio.  la  the  quartos  the  tranferiber  or  compofiior 
inadvertently  repeated  the  word  worth . They  read: 
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Cor.  Time  fhall  unfold  what  plaited  canning7 
hides  ; 

Who  cover  faults,8  at  lad  (hame  them  derides. 

Well  may  you  profper! 

France.  Come,  my  fair  Cordelia. 

[Exeunt  France  a/.a  Cordelia. 
Gon.  Sifter,  it  is  not  a little  1 have  to  fay,  of 
what  molt  nearly  appertains  to  us  both.  1 think, 
our  father  will  hence  to-night. 


And  well  ar.  worth  the  nortk  that  you  have  wanted. 

Thil,  however,  may  he  explained  by  undemanding  the  ftcoad 
*orlk  in  the  fenfe  of  wealth.  Malone. 

1 plaited  running — J i.  e.  complicated,  invoked  cunoing. 

JOHNSON. 

I once  thought  that  the  author  wrote  plated conning  fvperin- 
atuced,  thinly  fpread  over.  So,  io  thii  play  : 
tl Flat/  liu  with  gold, 

“ A»d  the  ft  oog  laoce  of  juftice  hurtlefs  break.." 

But  the  word  unfold,  and  the  following  linet  in  our  author’s 
R“t ‘ Luerrrr,  (how.  that  planed,  or  (at  the  quarto,  have  itl 

pleated,  is  the  true  reading:  * 

“ For  that  he  colour'd  with  hit  high  eftate, 

**  Hiding  bafe  fin  in  pltate  of  majclly."  Malone. 

f Who  cover  faults,  8cc.J  The  quarto,  read, 

Who  covers  fault.,  at  laft  jhame  Hem  deride.. 

The  former  editor,  read-  with  the  folio  : 

Who  covers  fault,  at  laft  with  (hame  derides.  Steevlnj. 

Mr.  M.  Mafon  believe,  the  folio,  with  the  alteration  of  a letter,' 
lo  be  the  tight  reading: 

Time  (hall  unfold  what  plaited  cunning  hides, 

Who  covert  faults  at  Uti  with  lhame  derides. 

The  word  who  referring  to  tine. 

In  tbe  third  Ad,  L«ar  fays: 

44  — — Caitiff,  (hake  to  pieces, 

“ That  under  covert,  and  convenient  feetning 
**  Haft  pradis'd  on  man’s  life.”  R»ld. 

In  thi.  paffage  Cordelia  it  made  to  allude  to  a pafTaoe  in  Scrip- 
ture : frov.  xxviii.  i3.  >•  He  that  coveretk  bis  Gn.  (hall  not  Pro/Pe,  • 

hut  whofo  coufciieth  and  forfaketh  them,  (hall  bavo  mercy. 

ti  INLET, 

Vo  L.  XX.  v 
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Reg.  That’s  mod  certain,  and  with  you  ; next 
month  with  us. 

Gon.  You  fee  how  full  of  changes  his  age  is; 
the  obfervation  we  made  of  it  hath  not  be  u 
little:  he  always  loved  our  filler  molt;  and  with 
what  porr  judgement  he  hath  now  call  her  off, 
appears  too  grofsly. 

Rec.  ’Tis  the  infirmity  of  his  age:  yet  he  hath 
ever  but  llenderly  known  himfelf. 

Gon.  1 he  bell  and  founded  of  his  time  hath  been 
butrafii;  then  mufl  we  look  to  receive  from  his 
agct  not  alone  the  imperfections  of  long-engrafted 
condition,9  but,  therewithal,  the  unruly  wayward- 
nefs  that  infirm  and  cholerick  years  bring  with 
them. 

Reg.  Such  uncondant  darts  are  we  like  to  have 
from  him,  as  this  of  Kent’s  baniflunent. 

Gon.  There  is  further  compliment  of  leave- 
taking  between  France  and  him.  Fray  yon,  let 
us  hit 3 together:  If  onr  father  carry  authority 
with  fuch  difpofitions  as  he  bears,  this  lad  furren- 
der  of  his  will  but  offend  us. 

Reg.  VVc  fliail  further  think  of  it. 

Gon.  We  mud  do  fomething,  and  i’  the  hcat.s 

Exeunt. 


• — — of  lon^tngrafttd  condition,]  i.  e.  of  qualities  of  mind, 
confirmed  by  long  habit.  So,  in  Othello:  4*  a woman  of  fo 
gentle  a condition!"  See  alio  Vol.  XIII.  p.  494,  o.  5.  Malone. 

? let  t is  hit  — ] So  the  old  quarto.  The  folio,  let  uj  fit. 

Johnson. 

— — - let  m hit — ] i.  c.  let  u»  aqrtt,  Steevens. 

- — — »’  the  hiot, ] i.  e.  Wc  mad  Jrikc  while  the  irons  hot. 

STEEVENt. 
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SCENE  II. 


A Hall  in  the  Earl  of  Glofler’s  Cajlle. 

Enter  Edmund,  with  a Utter. 

Edm.  Thou,  nature,  art  my  goddefs ; * to  thy 
law 

My  fervices  are  bound:  Wherefore  fliould  I 
Stand  in  the  plague  of  cullom  ; 0 and  permit 

/ 

4 Tho  u,  nature , art  my  go  el  riff s ; ] Edmund  only  fpcaks  of  nofurt 
in  oppofi'ion  to  cuftom , am!  not  (as  Dr.  Warburton  fuppofes)  to  the 
cxificnce  of  a God.  Edmund  means  only,  as  be  came  not  into  the 
world  as  cuftom  or  taw  bad  preferibed.  In  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  follow  nature  and  her  laws,  which  make  no  difference  between 
legitimacy  and  illegitimacy,  between  the  eld t ft  and  the  voungeft. 

To  contradid  Dr.  Warburton’s  afiertinn  yet  more  (trongiy, 
Edmund  concludes  this  very  fpecch  by  an  iuvocatiou  to  heaveu. 

“ Now  gods  ftaud  up  for  baftards!"  Steevens. 

Edmund  calls  nature  his  goddefs,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  we 
call  a baftard  a natural  fun  : one,  who  according  to  the  law  of 
nature,  is  the  child  of  his  father,  but  according  to  thofc  of  civil 
iociety  is  nultius  Jilius . M.  Mason. 

* Stand  in  the  plague  of  cu/lom;  ] The  word  pi  a gut  is  in  all  the 
old  copies:  I can  fcarcely  think  it  right,  nor  can  I yet  reconcile 
rnyfelf  to  plage,  the  emendation  piopofed  by  Dr.  Waibuiion, 
though  I have  nothing  better  to  offer.  Johnson. 

The  meaning  is  plain,  though  oddly  expreffed.  Wherefore 
fliould  I acquicfcc,  fubmit  tamely  to  the  plagues  and  injustice  of 
cuftom  ? 

Shakfpeare  feems  to  mean  by  the  plague  of  cujlom , Wherefore 
fh'mld  1 remain  in  a fituatioa  where  I (hall  be  plagued  and  tor- 
mented only  in  confluence  of  the  contempt  with  which  cuftocn 
regards  thofe  who  arc  not  the  iffue  of  a lawful  bed?  Dr.  War- 
burton  defines  pla^e  to  be  the  place,  the  country,  the  boundary  of 
cuftom  j a word,  i believe,  to  be  fuund  only  iu  Chaucer. 

Stiivini, 

V 2 


■ Digitized  by  Google 


999 


LING  LEAR 


Thecuriofity  of  nations 6 to  deprive  me,’ 

For  that  I am  fome  twelve  or  fourteen  raoon-fhines 


• Tht  curiofity  if  nations ] Curiofitj , in  the  time  of  Sbak- 

fpeare,  was  a word  that  fignifitd  on  ovtr~nicc  Jcrupuloufncfs  in  man- 
ners, dreft,  See.  In  this  ieufe  it  is  ufed  in  Timon.  “ When  thou 
waft  (fays  Apemantus)  in  thy  gilt  and  thy  perfume,  they  mock'd 
thee  for  too  much  curiofity,"  Barrett  in  his  Alvtoricy  or  Quadruple 
DiSionary^  i58o  interprets  it  pihid  di'i*enct : Jomctking  too  curious , 
or  too  muck  affiliated : and  again  in  this  play  of  King  Liar , Shale- 
fpeart  feeroi  to  ufe  it  in  the  fame  fenfe,  “ which  I have  rather 
blamed  as  my  own  jealous  curiofity."  Curiojity  is  the  old  reading, 
which  Mr.  Theobald  changed  into  courtcfy%  though  the  former  is 
ufed  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  with  the  meaning  for  which  I 
contend. 

It  it  true,  that  Orlando,  in  As  Tou  Lite  It , fays:  “ The  courtejy 
of  nations  allows  you  my  bctttr;  but  Orlando  is  not  there  inveigh- 
ing againft  tha  law  of  primogeniture,  hut  only  againft  the  unkind 
advantage  bis  biotbcr  takes  of  it,  and  courtify  is  a word  that  fully 
fuits  the  occafion.  Edmund,  on  the  contrary,  is  turning  this  law 
into  ridicule  : and  for  fuch  a purpofe,  the  curiofity  of  notions,  (i.  e. 
the  idle,  nice  diftinftions  of  the  world)  is  a phrafe  of  contempt 
much  more  natural  in  his  mouth,  than  the  fofter  expreffion  of— 
icurtify  of  nations,  Stiivem. 

Curi.fity  is  uf«d  before  in  the  prefent  play,  in  this  feofa:  14  For 
t qua  lit  its  are  fo  weighed,  that  curiofity  in  neither  can  make  choice 
•f  cither's  moiety.” 

Again,  in  Alts  Will  that  ends  will: 

44  Frank  nature,  rather  curious  than  in  hafte, 

44  Hath  well  compos'd  thee.” 

In  T«  i E n c li  sh  Diction  alt,  or  Interpreter  of  hard  Wordsf 
by  H.  Cockeram,  8vo.  i655,  Curiojity  is  defined — “ More  dili* 
gence  than  needs."  Maloni. 

By  44  the  curiofity  of  nations"  Edmund  means  the  nictty%  ftbe 
ft riBnt/s  of  civil  iuftitution.  So,  when  Hamlet  is  about  to  prove 
'that  the  duft  of  Alexander  might  be  employed  to  flop  a bung-hole, 
Horatio  fays,  44  that  were  to  confider  the  matter  too  eurioujly" 

M.  Masoh. 

7 to  deprive  ■#,]  To  diprivi  wet,  in  our  author's)  time, 

fynonymous  to  difinherit.  The  old  di&ionary  renders  exhartdo 
by  this  word  : and  Holin&cd  fpeaki  of  the  line  oj  Henry  lifers 
deprived. 
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Lag  of  a brother?  8 Why  baftard  ? wherefore  bafe  ? 
When  my  dimenGons  are  as  well  compact. 

My  mind  as  generous,  andmyfliapeas  true. 

As  honed  madam’s  iffue  ? Why  brand  they  us 
With  bafe?  with  bafenefs  ? baflardy?  bafe,  bafe  ? 
Who,  in  the  lufty  Health  of  nature,3  take 
More  compofition  and  fierce  quality, 

Than  doth,  within  a dull,  dale,  tired  bed, 

Go  to  the  creating  a whole  tribe  of  fops. 

Got  ’tween  alleep  and  wake  ? — Well  then. 
Legitimate  Edgar,  I muft  have  your  land : 

Our  father’s  love  is  to  the  baftard  Edmund, 

As  to  the  legitimate  : Fine  word, — legitimate  ! 

Well,  my  legitimate,  if  this  letter  fpced, 


Again,  in  War-net’*  Albion's  England,  1602.  B.  III.  ch.xv?: 

44  To  you,  if  whom  ye  have  depriv'd  ye  Halt  fedora  again.9 
Again,  ibid: 

44  The  one  reftored,  for  bis  late  depriving  nothing  mov'd.'* 

Steevens. 

• Lag  of  a brother  ?]  Edmund  inveigh*  agaioft  the  tyranny  of 
euftom,  in  two  indances,  with  refped  to  youoger  brother*,  and 
to  badards.  In  the  former  he  mud  not  be  underftood  to  mean 
himfelf,  but  the  argument  becomes  general  by  implying  moro 
than  ie  faid.  Wherefore  JhoulJ  I or  any  nan,  Hanmsk. 

9 Who,  in  the  lujty  Jlealth  of  nature.  See.]  How  much  the 
following  lines  are  in  chara&er,  may  be  fecn  by  that  mondrous 
wi(h  of  Vanihi,  the  Italian  atheid,  in  bis  trad  Dt  adtnirandis  n*/u« 
ree,  5cc.  printed  at  Paris,  1616,  the  very  year  our  poet  died. 
44  0 utinam  extra  legitimum  it  connubialem  tkorurn  ejfem  pnereatus  ! 
Jta  enin  progenitors  met  in  venerem  incaluident  ardenlius,  ac  cu- 
mulatim  affatimque  generofa  femina  coutnliflcut,  i quibus  ego  Jerms 
blandiliam  it  clegantiam,  robujtas  corporis  vires , mentemque  innubiltm 
con/equutus  fuijfcm.  At  quia  conjugatorum  fuin  fobolcs,  his  oibatui 
furo  bonis."’  Had  the  book  been  publidied  but  ten  or  twenty 
years  fooner,  who  would  not  have  believed  that  Sbakfpeare  alluded 
to  this  paflage?  But  the  divinity  of  his  geuius  foretold,  as  it  were, 
wbat  fuch  an  atheid  as  Yanini  would  fay,  when  lit  wrote  upon 
fuch  a fubjed.  Wakbu&tok. 
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Enter  GlosteR. 

Glo.  Kent banilh’d  thus!  And  France  in choler 
parted!  . , . 3 

And  the  king  gone  to-night ! fubferib  d his  power  ! 
Confin’d  to  exhibition!  4 All  this  done 

Upon  the  gad!5 Edmund!  liow  now?  what 

news? 

Edm.  So  pleafe  yonr  lordfliip,  none. 

[putting  up  the  letter. 

G1.0.  Why  fo  carneftly  feek  you  to  put  up  that 

letter? 

Edm.  I know  no  news,  my  lord. 


» fubferib'd  til  fewer .']  To  fubferibe,  is,  to  transfer  by 

f.gning  or  fuh/criPing  a writing  of  teftimooy.  We  now  ute  the 
term,  He  JulJcribed  forty  pounds  to  the  new  building. 

To  Mfiribe  in  Shatfpearc  is  to  yield,  or  furunder.  So,  after- 
wards f-‘- You  owe  me  no  JubJcriflidn."  Again,  m Treelae  and 

Crtjfidat  ' . 

“ For  Heftor  in  l*s  Male  of  wrath  Jubjtnbts 
t*  To  lender  ubjc&s.  MALOHB. 

The  folio  reads— preferibed.  SrsEVF.NB* 

* txbiiilion  1 1 is  aliawanet.  The  term  is  yet  ufed  in  the 

iitnveilries.  Johnson. 

So,  in  The  Two  Gentlemen  ej  Vticna: 

i.  What  maintenance  lie  lorn  bis  friends  receives, 
m Like  exhibition  tliou  Gialt  liave  horn  me.  ' SretVIKS. 

5 dll  Ihii  dene  r , . 

Upon  lie  gad ! 1 To  do  upon  the  god,  is,  to  aS  by  llic  „ • 

ftiinulatioo  of  caprice,  as  cattle  run  madding  wlicn  they  aic  u .g 
by  the  gatl  ily.  Johnson. 

Done  nfon  ike  gad  is  done  fodder, ly,  or,  as  before,  white  the  iron 
„ kol.  A gad  is  an  iron  Par.  So,  iu  Vil  never  leave  tkee,  a Scot- 
li(h  foog,  bv  Allan  Ratnfav:  , „ 

Bid  icethoglcs  hammer  red  gidi  on  tlic  Ruddy. 

The  Ratuie  of  a and  3 Kt  i.  6.  c.  27.  i*  a » Bill  agamaf..!fe 
foig.ug  ol  non  ga.idr,  iufteud  0/  geddi  of  tied.  RusOK. 
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Glo.  What  paper  were  you  reading? 

Edm.  Nothing,  my  lord. 

Glo.  No  ? What  needed  then  that  terrible  de- 
fpatch  of  it  into  your  pocket?  the  quality  of  no- 
thing  hath  not  luch  need  to  hide  itfelf.  Let’s  fee  • 
Come,  if  it  be  nothing,  1 {hall  not  need  fpeflacles.' 

Ldm.  1 befeech  you,  fir,  pardon  me : it  is  a let- 
ter from  my  brother,  that  I have  not  all  o’er-read  ; 
for  fo  mucti  as  1 have  perufed,  1 find  it  not  fit  for 
your  over-looking. 

Glo.  Give  me  the  letter,  fir. 

Ldm.  I fliall  offend,  either  to  detain  or  give  it. 
The  contents,  as  in  part  1 underhand  them,  arc  to 
blame. 

Glo.  Let’s  fee,  let’s  fee. 

Ldm  I hope,  for  my  brother’s  juflification,  he 
wrote  this  but  as  an  effay  or  talle  of  my  virtue.6 

Glo  [reads  ] This  policy,  and  reverence  of  age,' 
makes  the  luorld  bitter  to  the  brjl  of  our  times  ; keeps 


...  iTIh  fl  Tj“'  1 Thoush  laP  «»nd  in  tbi.  place, 
bo  i 1 , Wt  ?OUld  O'  “J  of  my  virtue ; ,b«,  a,« 

.V  i"*'"  "r,n *•  *"li  P'optily  joined.  So,  in  Hamlet  : 
Bring  me  to  the  lijl."  Jonhson. 

f/ey  and  fo/r  are  both  terms  from  royal  ubles.  See  note  on 
£?,Y:  ft;  ,u-  ,Mr-  Hcnl‘r  obferves,  that  to  the  eaflern  part,  of 
tots  kingdom  ,h.  word  /a,  i,  ft, It  re,aincd  in  the  fame  feufe. 

St(ev«ns. 

Both  the  quartos  and  folio  have  e/.y,  which  may  have  been 

Zticll  T ™,S-fP'U,D8  of  word  .Jay,  which  in  Cawd.ry'.  Jlpka- 

i IstiwTr  A i60*’  ■’  a proof  or  trial."  Bu.  a.  ,J.y 

t i]  ' I h A y Bulloklr  iD  hi‘  ^fopor,  i6.fi,  i a 

1 Have  Made  uo  change.  r 

. ,7"“*^  “01  ODly  Bgnified  to  make  trfal  of  coin,  but  to  lafc 

Lre  Cl:  ' ih-  la  eithcrf‘nfe  ll“  -ord  might  be  nM 

Tits  politj,  and  rntnntt  of  age,]  Butter's  quarto  has,  His 
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tur fortunes  from  us, till  our  oldntfs  cannot  relijhlhtm. 
I begin  to  fnd  an  idle  and  fond  * bondage  in  the  oppref- 
fion  of  aged  tyranny  ; who  fways , not  as  it  hath  power, 
but  as  it  is  fujfertd.  Come  to  me,  that  of  this  I may 
fpeak  more.  If  our  father  would  feep • till  I waked 
him,  you  fhov Id  enjoy  half  his  revenue  fur  ever,  and 
live  the  beloved  of  your  brother,  Edgar. — Humph — 
Confpiracy  ! — Sleep  till  I waked  him,  — you  Jhould 
enjoy  half  his  revenue,—  My  Ion  Edgar!  Had  he  a 
hand  to  write  this  ? a heart  and  brain  to  breed  it 
in? — When  came  this  to  you?  Who  brougl  tit? 

Edm.  It  was  not  brought  me,  mv  lord,  there’s 
the  cunning  of  it;  I found  it  thrown  in  at  thccafe- 
ment  of  tny  clofet. 

Glo.  You  know  the  chara£lcr  to  be  your  bro- 
ther’s? 

Edm.  If  the  matter  were  good,  my  lord,  I durft 
fwear  it  were  his  ; but,  in  refpeil  of  that,  I would 
fain  think  it  were  not. 

Glo.  It  is  his. 

Edm.  It  is  his  hand,  my  lord;  bat,  I hope,  his 
heart  is  not  in  the  contents. 

Glo.  Hath  he  never  heretofore  founded  you  in 
this  buftnefs? 

Edm.  Never,  my  lord  : But  I have  often  heard 
him  maintain  it  to  be  fit,  that,  fons  at  perfefl  age, 
and  fathers  declining,  the  father  fhould  be  as  ward 
to  the  fon,  and  the  fon  manage  his  revenue. 


policy  of  §tt ; the  folio,  this  policy  i nd  reverence  of  ttgt.  JowksOM. 

The  two  quartos  pubhfhed  bv  Butler,  co  cur  with  the  folio  in 
reading  o*t.  Mr.  Pope's  duodecimo  is  the  only  copy  that  has 

STLtTANI- 

§ and  Jt,nd  — — j Weak  and  foolilh.  Johnson. 
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Glo.  O villain,  villain  ! His  very  opinion  in  the 
letter!  — Abhorred  vili  i:i  ! Unnatural,  deleted, 
brutii'h  villain  ! worle  than  brutifli  ! — Gu,  firrah, 
ftek  him;  I'll  apprehend  him: — Abominable  vil- 
lain ! — Where  is  lie? 

Edm.  1 do  not  well  know,  mv  lord.  If  it  fliall 
pleafe  you  to  fufpend  your  indignation  againll  my 
brother,  till  you  can  derive  from  him  better  te Hi* 
mony  of  his  intent,  you  (hall  run  a certain  courl'e; 
■where,  if  yous  violently  proceed  againll  Lint,  mif- 
taking  his  purpofe,  it  would  make  a great  gap  in 
your  own  honour,  and  fhake  in  pieces  the  heart  of 
Iris  obedience.  I date  pawn  down  tnv  tile  for  him, 
that  he  hath  writ  this  to  feel  my  attention  to  your 
honour,1  and  to  no  other  pretence1  of  danger. 

Glo.  Think  you  fo  ? 

Edm.  If  yonr  honour  judge  it  meet,  I will  place 
you  where  you  fliall  bear  us  confer  of  this,  and  by 

9 where,  if  you  — — ] Where  was  formerly  often  ufed  in 

the  fenfe  of  whereas.  See  Vol.  XIV.  p.  286,  u.  2.  MAI.uk*, 

So,  in  Pericles , Prince  of  Tyre.  p.  3i,  n.  9; 

44  Where  now  you're  Loth  a father  and  a fon.’’ 

See  alio  A&  11.  lie.  iii.  Stelvens. 

* to  jour  honour,]  It  has  been  already  obferved  that  this 

was  the  ufual  mode  of  addrefs  to  a load  iu  Shaklpcare’s  time. 

Malone. 

See  Vol  XV.  p.  366,  where  the  Purfuivant  ufes  this  addrefs  10 
Lord  Hailing*.  STfrvtNS. 

5 pretence — — ] Pretence  is  defagn,  purpofe.  So,  after- 

wards in  l><is  play  : 

“ Pretence  and  purpofe  of  unkindncfl.  Johnson. 

So,  in  Mj  beth  •* 

•*  Againfi  the  undivulg’d  pretence  l fight 

41  Of  treasonous  malice.*’ 

But  of  this,  numhiilcfs  examples  rau  be  fhown;  and  I can  ven- 
ture to  afTert,  with  fomc  degree  oi  confidence,  that  Sbakfprare  never 
ufes  the  word  pretence,  or  pteitnd , iu  auy  ©loci  fenfe.  Si‘K&VfcM3. 
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an  auricular  affurancc  have  your  fatisfa&ion  ; and 
that  without  any  further  delay  than  this  very  even- 
ing. 

Gi.o.  He  cannot  be  fuch  a monflcr. 

Edm.4  Nor  is  not,  fure. 

Glo.  To  his  father,  that  fo  tendeily  and  entirely 
loves  him. — Heaven  and  earth  ! — Edmund,  feek 
him  out;  wind  me  into  him,0  1 pray  you:  frame 
the  bufinefs  alter  your  own  wifdom  : i would  un- 
ftate  uiyfclf,  to  be  in  a due  relolution.'’ 


4 Edm.]  From  Nor  ii,  to  htovtn  and  earth l are  words  omitted 
in  the  folio.  Steevfns. 

5  wind  me  into  Aim,]  1 once  thought  it  fhould  be  Tcad, 

you  iuto  him;  but,  perhaps,  it  is  a familiar  plirafc,  like  do  me 
this.  Johnson. 

So,  in  Tueljth-Night : “ — challenge  me  the  duke's  youth  to 
fight  with  him.  ’ In  fiances  of  this  phufcologv  occur  in  J he 
Merchant  cj  Venice , King  Htitij  IV.  Part  I.  and  in  Othello. 

Steevens. 

6  / would  unftate  myfrlf,  to  he  in  a due  f/vluticn .]  i.  c.  I 

will  throw  a fide  all  confidcraiion  of  my  rclal.ou  10  him,  that  1 
may  ad  as  juilice  requires.  Warburton. 

Such  is  tl  is  learned  man’s  explanation.  I take  the  mcaniug  to 
be  rather  this,  Do  you  Jrame  the  hujineft , who  can  ad  with  ltfi 
emotion;  / would  unjlate  myjtlj ; It  would  in  me  be  a departure 
from  the  paterual  charadcr,  to  he  in  a due  rtfolution , to  be  fettled 
and  conipofcd  on  fucli  an  ocration.  The  words  uould  and  J'nould 
are  in  old  language  often  confouuded.  Johnson. 

The  fame  word  occurs  in  Antony  and  Cleopatrae 
“ Yes,  like  enough,  high-battled  Carfar  will 
**  Uvfiate  nis  happincTs,  and  be  fiag'd  to  (how 
**  Agair.ft  a fwoider.” 

To  «»/? ate,  iu  both  thefe  iiiflances,  feems  to  have  the  fame 
meaning.  Edgar  has  been  reptcienled  as  uifliiug  to  poflefs  his 
father's  fortuue,  i.  c.  to  unjlate  him;  and  therefore  his  father 
fays  he  would  uijlale  hiinfclf  to  be  fufftcicolly  refolved  to  puniili 
him 

To  enjaten  to  cor.Jtr  a fortuue.  So,  iu  Meajutt  Jor  Meafure : 
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Edm.  I will  feek  him,  fir,  prefently  ; convey  the 
bnfincfs 7 as  1 fliall  find  means,  and  acquaint  yoti 
withal. 


— — - his  pofleflions 

“ We  do  inflate  and  widow  you  withal.’*  Steevens. 

Tt  feems  to  me,  that  J would  unjlate  mjftlf  iu  this  paflage  meant 
limply  1 would  give  my  cjtate  (including  rank,  as  well  as  fortune.) 

TvRWHixr. 

Both  W.uburton  and  Johnfon  have  mittaken  the  fenfe  of  tbit 
paflage  and  their  explanations  are  fuels  as  the  words  cannot  pof- 
fibly  imply.  Glofter  cannot  briug  hiinfcif  thoroughly  to  believe 
what  Edmund  told  him  of  Edgar.  He  fays,  “ Can  he  be  fuch  a 
monftcr?"  He  afterwards  deflres  Edmund  to  found  his  inteutions, 
and  then  fays,  he  would  give  all  he  poflefl'ed  to  be  certain  of  the 
truth;  for  that  is  the  meauiug  of  the  words  to  be  in  a due  re/olntion . 

Othello  ufes  the  word  rrfolved  in  the  fame  fenfe  more  than 
•nee : 

**  — — to  be  once  in  doubt, 
it  is— ioiice  tto  be  rtjolvtd. — " 

In  both  which  places,  to  be  rtjolvtd  means,  to  be  certain  of  the 
fad. 

In  Beaumont  and  Fletcher’s  Maid's  Tragedy,  Amiotor  fays  t« 
Evadnc  : 

“ Tis  not  his  crown 

41  Shall  buy  me  to  thy  bed,  now  I refoht 
44  He  hath  diflionour’d  thee." 

And  afterwards,  in  the  fame  play,  the  Ring  fays: 

44  Well  I am  ufolv'd 

44  You  lay  not  with  her."  M.  Mason. 

Though  to  rtjolve  in  Shakfpeare't  time  certainly  fomclime?  meant 
to  fatisfy , declare  or  inform , I have  never  found  the  fubftaniivc 
rejolution  ufed  in  that  fenfe  : and  even  had  the  word  ever  borne 
that  fenfe,  the  author  could  not  have  written — to  be  in  a due  refo- 
lution,  but  mull  have  written,  44  — to  attain  a due  relolution.*’ 
Who  ever  wifli  d,  44  to  be  in  due  information”  on  any  point? 

Malone. 

Mr.  Ritfon’s  explanation  of  the  word — rejolution , coueurs  with 
that  of  Mr.  M.  Mafon.  Steevens. 

7 — —convey  iht  bujinejs  — — ] To  convey  is  to  carry  through  ; 
in  this  place  it  is  to  manage  artfully  ; we  fay  of  a juggler,  that  he 
has  a clean  conveyance,  Johnson. 

So,  in  Mother  BonbUt  by  Lyly,  1599 : 


u Two,  they  fay, 
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Glo.  Thefe  late  eclipfes  in  the  fun  and  moon 
portend  n«  good  to  us:  Though  the  wifdom  of 
nature8  can  reafon  it  thus  and  thus,  yet  nature 
finds  itfelf  fcourged  by  the  frequent  effe£ls  : love 
cools,  friendfliip  falls  off,  brothers  divide  : in  cities, 
mutinies;  in  countries,  difcordjin  palaces,  trea- 
fon;  and  the  bond  crack’d  between  fon  and  father. 
* This  villain8  of  mine  comes  under  the  prediition  ; 
there’s  fon  againfl  father : the  king  falls  from  bias 
of  nature ; there’s  father  againfl  child.  VV'e  have 
feen  the  bed  of  our  time:  Machinations,  hollow- 
nefs,  treachery,  and  all  Tuinons  diforders,  follow 
us  difquietly  to  our  graves  ! * — Find  out  this  villain, 
Edmund  ; it  fliall  lofe  thee  nothing ; do  it  care- 
fully : — And  the  noble  and  true-hearted  Kentba- 
nifh’d!  his  offence,  honefly! — Strange!  flrange ! 

[Exit. 

Edm.  Thisis  the  excellent  foppery  of  the  world!3 


may  keepeounfel  if  one  be  away:  but  to  convey  knavery  two  are 
too  few,  and  four  are  too  many.'* 

Again,  in  A mad  World,  my  A lajltrs%  by  Middleton,  1608: 

“ — — thus  I've  conven’d  it; 

I’ll  counterfeit  a fit  of  violent  lie  knelt.**  Steevins. 

So,  in  Lord  Sterline*?  Juli’u  Ctrfcr.  t6c7  : 

“ A circutcflanee,  or  an  indifferent  thing, 

•4  Dotb  oft  mar  all,  when  not  with  care  convey'd." 

, Malone. 

• — — Thewifdor 1 of  nature  — ] Thrtis,  though  natural  philo* 
fophy  can  give  account  of  eclipfes,  yet  we  feel  tbeir  confequencei. 

Johnson. 

9 This  villain — ] All  from  afteriCt  to  aCeriOt  is  omitted  iu  tho 
quartos.  Stskvims. 

* This  »j  the  eecellent  foppery  0]  the  *orld!  See.  ] In  Shakfpeare't 
bed  plays,  befides  the  vices  that  arife  from  the  fubjed,  there  11 
generally  fome  peculiar  prevailing  lolly,  principally  ridiculed, 
that  runs  through  the  whole  piece.  Thus  in  Ike  Tttnftjl,  tho 
lying  difpofition  of  travellers,  and,  in  As  You  Lilt  It%  the  fan* 
taftick  humoar  of  courtiers,  is  expofed  and  fatimed  with  infinite 
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that,  when  we  are  Tick  in  fortune,  (often  the  for- 
feit of  our  own  behaviour,)  we  make  guilty  of  our 


pleafantrv.  In  like  manner,  in  (Ms  play  of  Lear,  the  dotages  of 
judicial  .'Rrolot'y  are  ftverely  ridiculed.  I fancy,  was  ibe  date 
of  its  fir H performance  well  confidcrcd.  ii  would  be  found  tbat 
fomething  or  oilier  happened  at  that  time  which  gave  a more  than 
ordinary  run  to  this  deceit,  as  thefe  words  Teems  to  intimate;  / art 
thinking,  btolh't , oj  a puditiion  I tend  this  other  day,  what  Jhould 
Jollcw  th'Jt  tchp/n.  However  this  be,  an  impious  cheat,  which 
had  fo  little  foundation  in  nature  or  i talon,  fo  dt  u It.-.blc  an  original, 
and  fuch  f.*lal  cot .lrqucuccs  on  the  manners  of  the  people,  who 
were  at  that  time  ftrangely  befotted  with  it,  certainly  deferved 
the  fevetett  Ia(h  of  f » tire . It  was  a fundamental  in  this  noble 
fciencc,  that  whatever  feeds  of  good  difpofitions  the  infant  unbom 
might  be  endowed  with  either  from  nature,  or  l:adudivcly  from 
jis  parents,  yet  if,  at  the  time  of  its  birth,  the  delivery  was  hr 
any  cafuah)  fo  accelerated  or  retarded,  as  to  fall  in  with  the  pre- 
dominancy of  a malignant  conflell.ition,  that  momentary  influence 
would  entirely  change  its  nature,  and  bias  it  to  all  the  contrary 
ill  qualities  : fo  wretched  and  monftrous  an  opinion  did  it  fet  out 
with.  But  the  Italians,  to  whom  we  owe  this,  as  well  as  m off 
other  unnatural  crimes  and  follies  of  thefe  latter  ages,  fomented 
its  original  impiety  to  the  moll  deteflablt  height  of  extravagance. 
Tctrus  Aponcnfis,  an  Italian  plij heian  of  the  r3th  century,  afiures 
us  that  thofe  prayers  which  are  made  to  Clod  when  the  moon  is 
in  conjuudion  with  Jupiter  in  the  Dragon’s  tail,  are  infallibly 
heard.  1 he  great  Milton,  with  a jufl  indignation  of  this  impiety, 
hath,  in  his  Paradi/e  Regained,  fatinzed  it  in  a very  beautiful  man- 
ner, by  putting  thefe  reveries  into  the  mouth  of  the  devil.*  Nor 
could  the  licentious  Rabelais  himfclf  forbear  to  ridicule  this  im- 
p-out dotage,  which  he  docs  with  exquifite  addicts  and  humour, 
where,  in  the  fable  which  he  fo  agreeably  tel  s fjom  A.fop,  of  the 
man  who  applied  to  Jupiter  for  the  iofs  of  his  hatchet,  he  makes 
thofe  who,  ou  the  poor  man's  good  lucccls,  had  projeded  to  trick: 
Jupiter  by  the  fame  petition,  a kind  of  aflrologirk  atbeills,  who 
aferibed  this  good  fortune,  that  they  imagined  they  were  now  all 
going  to  partake  of,  to  the  iuflueucc  of  fume  rare  conjundion  and 
configuration  of  the  ftars.  “ Hen.  hen,  difent  ils—  Et  doneques, 
telle  efl  au  temps  prefent  la  revolution  dcs  Ciculx,  la  conHeilatioa 
ties  aflres,  !c  afped  des  Planetes,  que  quiconqr.c  coignte  peidra, 
foubdaio  deviendra  ainfi  riebe  — Ana.  PttU  tin  IV,  JLivtt.-—- —> 

* Bock  IV.  v.  382. 
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difaflers,  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  flats : as  if 
we  were  villains  by  neceffity;  fools,  by  heavenly 
compullion  ; knaves,  thieves,  and  treachcrs,3  by 
fphcrical  predominance;  drunkards,  liars,  and 
adulterers,  by  an  enforced  obedience  of  planetary 
influence  ; and  all  that  we  are  evil  in,  by  a divine 
thrufling  on:  An  admirable  evafion  of  wliore- 

maflcr  man,  to  lay  his  goatifii  difpofhion  to  the 


But  to  return  to  Shakfpeare.  So  blafphemous  a dclufion  therefore, 
ii  became  the  honctly  of  ou-  poet  to  expofe.  But  it  was  a under 
point,  and  required  managing.  For  this  impious  juggle  had  in 
his  lime  a kind  of  religious  reverence  paid  to  it.  it  was  therefore 
to  be  done  obliquely  ; and  the  circumftances  of  the  feene  furnilhed 
him  with  as  good  an  opportunity  as  he  could  with.  '1  he  perfonsin 
the  drama  are  all  Pagans,  fo  that  as,  in  compliance  to  cuftom,  hit 
good  characters  were  not  to  fpeak  ill  of  judicial  aftiology,  they 
could  ou  account  of  their  religion  give  no  reputation  to  it.  But 
in  order  to  expefe  it  the  more,  he  with  great  judgement,  makes 
thefe  Pag  ms  fatalifls;  as  appears  by  theft  words  of  Lear; 

“ By  all  the  operations  of  the  orbs, 

“ From  whom  we  do  cxifi  and  ccafc  to  be  " 

For  the  dodtine  of  fa  e is  the  true  foundation  of  judicial  aflro- 
logy.  Having  thus  diferedited  it  by  the  very  commendations  given 
to  it,  he  was  in  no  danger  of  l aving  his  direfl  fatire  againll  it 
nuftaken,  by  its  being  put  (as  he  was  obliged,  both  in  paying  re- 
gard to  cuflom,  and  in  following  nature]  into  the  mouth  cf  the 
villain  and  atheift,  tfpecially  when  he  has  added  fucb  force  of 
reafon  to  his  ridicule,  in  the  words  referred  to  iu  the  beginning 
of  the  note.  Wakburton. 

3 and  treachersy\  The  modern  editors  read  treacherous;  hut 

the  reading  of  the  Hrfl  copies,  which  I have  rtftnrcd  to  tire  text, 
may  be  fupporied  from  mofl  of  -the  old  contemporary  writers.  So» 
in  Dcfloi  DoJjpoH,  a comedy,  jfioo; 

“ How  fmooth  the  cunning  treachtr  look'd  upon  it!" 
Again,  in  Every  Man  in  his  Humour  .* 

“ — — Oh,  you  treachonr  !** 

Again,  in  Robert  Eotl  of  huntin^dony  1601: 

11  Hence,  Irtthtr  as  thou  art 
Again,  in  7 he  Bloody  Banquety  i63g: 

“To  poifon  the  right  ufe  of  fervicc — a irerhtr.*' 

Chaucer,  in  Ids  Romaunt  of  the  Rofey  mentions  “ the  falfs 
treacherf'  and  Spcnfer  olUo  ufes  the  lame  word.  Johnson. 
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charge  of  a ftar!*  My  father  compounded  Xvith, 
my  motber  under  the  dragon’s  tail;  and  my  nati- 
vity was  under  urja  major  ; io  that  it  follows,  I am 
rough  and  lecherous. — 1 ut,  I fliould  have  been 
that  1 am,  had  the  maidenliefl  flar  in  the  firma- 
ment twinkled  on  niy  ballardizing.  Edgar — 

Enter  Edgar. 

arid  pat  he  comes,3  like  the  cataflrophe  of  the  old 
comedy:8  My  cue  is  villainous  melancholy,  with 

a figh  like  1 om  o’  Bedlam O thefc  eclipfes  do 

portend  thefe  divifions!  fa,  lol,  la,  mi. r 

4 of  e for!  1 Both  the  quartos  read — tt  the  charge  tj  flats. 

So  Chaucer  s Wif  of  B»tk»%  6196: 
u 1 folwed  ay  rain  inclination 
*«  By  venue  of  my  t,onJi  illation ."  Stekvins. 

*  fat  ht  ceases,  J The  quartos  read, 

and  out  he  comes, Sif>vins. 

*  he  comes.  like  the  cataflrofhe  0]  the  old  « omedy:’]  I think 

this  pafTage  was  intended  to  ridicule  the  verv  aukward  coocluGons 
of  our  old  comedies,  where  the  perfotu  of  the  feene  make  their 
cony  inai  uUciall) , and  juft  when  the  poet  wants  them  on  the  ftage. 

Warnir. 

7 — — 0,  thefe  eclipfes  do  portend  theje  divijions!  fa,  fol,  la,  mi.  ] 
The  commentators,  not  being  muGcians,  have  regarded  (bis  paflage 
perhaps  as  unintelligible  uonfenfc,  and  therefore  left  it  as  they 
found  it,  without  blowing  a Guglc  conjecture  on  its  meaning  and 
import.  Shakfpeare  however  (bows  bv  the  context  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  tbe  property  of  thefe  fyllables  in  folmifalion, 
which  imply  a leries  of  fouuds  fo  unnatural,  that  ancient  muiici- 
ans  prohibited  their  ufe.  The  mnnkiih  writers  on  mufick  fay,  ms 
tonba  fa  ejt  dinholus  : the  interval  ja  mi,  including  a tritenus,  or 
(harp  4th,  con  biting  of  three  tones  without  the  intervention  of  a 
femr-tone.  exprrffcd  in  the  modern  fcale  bv  the  letters  F G A B, 
would  form  a mufical  phrafe  extremely  difagrceable  to  tbe  ear. 
Edtnuud,  fprakiug  of  eclipfes  as  portents  and  prodigies.  compare* 
the  dillocauon  of  events,  the  times  being 
tut  of  joint . to  the  unnatural  audoffenbve 
fouuds,  Ja  Jtl  la  mi.  DR.  Bu&nky. 
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Edo.  How  now,  brother  Edmond?  What  feri- 
ous  contemplation  arc  yon  in? 

Edm.  I atn  thinking,  brother,  of  a prediflion  I 
read  this  other  day,  what  fhould  follow  tliefe 
eclipfes. 

Ena.  Do  you  bufy  yourfelf witlt  that? 

Edm.  I promife  you,8  the  effects  lie  writes  of. 
fucceed  unhappily;  * as  oP  nnnaturalncfs  between 
the  child  and  the  parent;  death,  dearth,  diffolu- 
tions  of  ancient  amities  ; divifions  in  hate,  menaces 
and  malediftions  a gain  It  king  and  nobles;  need- 
lefs  diffidences,  baniffiment  of  friends,  diffipation 
of  cohorts,”  nuptial  breaches,  and  I,  know  not 
what. 

Edg.  How  long  have  you3  been  a feffary  afiro- 
nomical  ? 


The  words/*,  /*/,  &c.  are  not  in  the  quarto.  The  folio,  and 
all  the  modern  editions,  read  corruptly  me  inhead  of  mi.  Shnk-  < 

fpeare  has  again  introduced  the  gamut  in  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew , 

Vol.  IX.  p.  290.  Malone. 

8 I promi/e  you,  ] The  folio  edition  commonly  differs  from  the 
firft  quarto,  by  augmentations  or  infeuioos,  but  in  this  place  it 
varies  by  oroiflion,  and  by  the  omiflion  of  fomcihing  which  na- 
turally introduces  the  following  dialogue.  It  is  cafy  to  remark, 
that  in  this  fpqfch,  which  ought,  I think.,  to  be  inferted  as  it  not* 
is  in  the  text,  Edmund,  with  the  common  craft  of  fortune-tclUis, 
mingles  the  part  and  future,  and  tells  of  the  future  only  what  he 
Already  foreknows  by  confederacy,  or  can  attain  by  probable  cou- 
jc&ure.  Johnson. 

9  as  of— — ] All  from  this  afterifle  to  the  next,  is  omitted 

in  the  folio.  Steevens. 

* Ji/ftpation  of  cohorts,  ] Thus  the  old  copy.'  Dr.  Johrfon 

reads — of  courts.  Steevens. 

3 How  long  have  you ] This  line  I have  reftored  from  the 

two  elded  quartos,  and  have  regulated  the  following  fpeech  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  copies,  Steevens. 

Vol.  XX.  X 
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Edm.  Come,  come  ; * when  faw  you  my  father 

lad? 

Edg.'  Why,  the  night  gone  by. 

Edm.  Spake  you  with  him  ? 

Edg.  Ay,  two  hours  together. 

Edm.  Parted  you  in  good  terms  ? Found  you  no 
difpteafure  in  him,  byword,  or  countenance? 

Edg.  Noneatall. 

Edm.  Bethink  yonrfelf,  wherein  yon  may  have 
offended  him : and  at  my  entreaty,  forbear  his 
piefcnce,  till  fome  little^  time  hath  qualified  the 
heat  of  his  difpleafure;  which  at  this  infiant  fo 
rageth  in  him,  that  with  the  mifehief  of  your  per- 
fon  4 it  would  fcarcely  allay. 

Edg.  Some  villain  hath  done  me  wrong. 

Edm.  That’s  my  fear.5  *1  pray  you,  have  a 
continent  forbearance,  till  the  fpeed  of  his  rage 
goes  flower ; and,  as  I fay,  retire  with  me  to  my 
lodging,  from  whence  I will  fitly  bring  you  to  hear 
my  lord  fpeak  : Pray  you,  go;  there’s  my  key  : — 

If  you  do  fiir  abroad,  go  arm’d. 

Edg.  Arm’d,  brother  ?* 

Edm.  Brother,  I advife  you  to  the  beff;  go 
arm’d  ; I am  no  honed  man,  if  there^be  any  good 

4 — — tkatv  iih  tit  mifehitf  of  pur  ft* fon  — — ] This  reading 
is  iu  both  copies;  yet  1 beiicvc  the  autnor  gave  it,  fact  but  uiti 
tic  mijchirf  of  your  petfoo  it  would  fcarce  allay.  Johnson. 

I do  not  fee  any  need  of  alteration.  He  could  not  exprefs  the 
violence  of  his  father's  difpleafure  in  ftronger  terms  than  by  faying 
it  was  fo  great  that  it  would  fcarccly  be  appeafed  by  tbc  dcflrudioa 
of  his  fon.  Malonf.. 

5 Thai's  mj  fear . ) All  between  thii  and  the  next  afleiifk,  it 
omit  ted  iu  the  quartos.  Smyrna. 
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meaning  towards  you:  I have  told  you  what  I 
have  fecn  and  heard,  but  faintly  ; nothing  like  the 
image  and  horror  of  it : Pray  you  away. 

Ldg.  Shall  I hear  from  you  anon  ? 

Edm.  I do  ferve  you  in  this  bafiuefs — 

[Exit  Edcas. 

A credulous  father,  and  a brother  noble, 

Whofe  nature  is  fo  far  from  doing  harms, 

That  he  fafpe&s  none  ; on  whofe  foolifh  honefiy 
My  practices  ride  ealy  !— 1 lee  the  bufinefs.— • 

Let  me,  if  not  by  birth,  have  lands  by  wit: 

All  with  mc’s  meet,  that  1 can  fafhion  fit.  [Exit, 


SCENE  III. 

A Room  in  the  Duke  of  Albany’s  Palace. 

Enter  Goneril  ar.d  Steward. 

Gon.  Did  my  father  fltike  my  gentleman  for 
chiding  of  his  fool? 

' Stew.  Ay,  madam. 

Gon.  By  day  and  night ! he  wrongs  me ; Cevcry 
hour 


6 By  iny  and  nig  It!  Kt  wrongs  mt ; ] It  !m  been  fuggcfUd  by 
Mr.  Whatley  that  wc  ought  to  point  differently: 

By  day  and  night,  he  wrong*  me  : 
not  confidcriog  tliefe  words  as  an  adjuration.  But  that  an  adjura. 
tion  was  intended,  appears,  I think,  lrqw  a patiage  in  A fag  tJtnry 
VIII . The  king,  fpcaking  tA  Buckingham,  [Adi.  fc.  ii.  ) iajs 

t “ By  day  and  night 

He’s  traitor  to  the  height.” 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  Henry  means  to  fay  that  Buckingham 
is  a traitor  in  the  night  as  well  as  by  day. 

The  regulation  which  lias  bften  followed  in  the  (ext,  it  likewife 

X * 
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He  flaflies  into  one  grofs  crime  or  oilier. 

That  lets  us  all  at  odds : I’ll  not  endure  it: 

His  knights  grow  riotous,  and  himfelf  upbraids  us 
On  every  trifle -When  he  returns  from  hunting, 
I will  not  fpcak  with  him  ; fay  1 am  fick  : — 

If  you  come  flack  of  former  fervices, 

You  (hall  do  well ; the  fault  of  it  I’ll  anTwer. 

Stew.  He’s  coming,  madam;  I hear  him. 

[ Horns  within. 

Gon.  Put  on  what  weary  negligence  you  plcafc. 
You  and  your  fellows;  I’d  have  it  come  to  quef- 
tion  : 

If  he  dillike  it,  let  him  to  my  filler, 

Whofe  mind  and  mine,  I know,  in  that  are  one, 
♦Not  to  be  over-rul'd.'  Idle  old  man,* 

That  Hill  wonld  manage  thofc  authorities, 

That  he  hath  given  away  ! — Now,  by  my  life, 

Old  fools  are  babes  again  ; and  mu  ft  be  us’d 
With  checks,  as  flatteries,— -when  they  arc  feen 
abus’d.** 

Xupported  by  Hamlet,  where  we  have  again  the  fame  adjuration  i 
“ O day  and  night!  but  this  is  wondrous  Grange."  Malone. 

By  night  and  day,  is,  perhaps,  only  a phrafe  fignifying — always, 
fiery  way.  So,  in  Troilus  and  Crejfida  : 

«*  prince  Troilus,  I bare  lov'd  you  night  and  day 
u For  many  weary  months.” 

See  Vol.  V.  p.  56,  s.  3.  I have  not,  however,  difplaced  Mv 
Malone's  punctuation.  Steivens. 

7 Not  to  he  over-ruC d.  See.  ] This  line,  and  the  four  following 
lines,  are  omitted  in  the  folio.  Malone. 

1 — Idle  old  many  See.  ] The  lines  from  one  afteriflt  to  the  other, 
as  they  are  line  in  themfelves,  and  very  much  in  charadcr  for 
Coneril,  I have  reitored  from  the  old  quarto.  The  laft  verfc 
which  I have  ventur'd  to  amend,  is  there  printed  thus: 

With  checks,  like  flatt'rics  when  they  are  feen  abus'd. 

Theobald, 

9 Old  fools  ere  lain  again;  and  mvfl  he  us'd 

With  c hecks,  as  flatteries - when  they  are  feen  abus'd,  ] Tbcfcnfc 
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Remember  what  I have  faid. 

Stew.  Very  well,  madam. 

Gon.  And  let  his  knights  have  colder  looks 
among  you  ; 

What  grows  of  it,  no  matter  ; advife  your  fellows 
fo: 

I would  breed3  from  hence  occafions,  and  I fhall, 
That  I may  fpeak: — I’ll  write  flraight  to  my  filler, 
To  hold  my  very  courfc;— Prepare  for  dinner. 

[Exeunt. 

feems  to  be  this  : Old  men  mufl  be  treated  with  checks,  when  a»  they 
are Jeen  to  be  deceived  withjlatteries  t or,  when  they  are  weak  enough 
to  be  feen  abufid  by  flatteries,  they  are  then  weak  enough  to  be 
ujei  with  checks . There  is  a play  of  the  words  ufed  and  abu/ed. 

To  obufe  is,  in  our  author,  very  frequently  the  fame  as  to  deceive. 
This  conftrudion  is  harfli  and  ungrammatical;  Shakfpeare  perhaps 
thought  it  vicious,  and  chofe  to  throw  away  the  lioes  rather  than 
corrcd  them,  nor  would  now  thank  the  oflicioufoefs  of  bis  editors, 
who  reftore  wbatthey  do  not  uudeiflaod.  Johnson. 

The  plain  meaning,  I believe,  is — old  fools  mufl  be  ufed  with 
checks,  as  flatteries  mufl  be  check'd  when  they  are  made  a bad  ufe 
of.  Tollet. 

1 under ftand  this  paflage  thus.  Old  Jools — mujl  be  ufed  with 
checks , as  well  as  jlatteiies,  when  they  [ i.  c.  flatteries]  are  Jeen  to 
be  alvjtd.  TyrwhiTT. 

The  objedionto  Dr.  Jolinfoa’s  interpretation  it,  that  hefuppliei 
the  word  with  or  by , which  are  not  found  in  the  text : “ — when 
as  they  are  feen  to  be  deceived  with  flatteries,*’  or,  “ when  they 
are  weak  enough  to  be  feen  abufed  by  flatteries,"  See.  and  in  his 
tootle  of  conflrudion  the  word  with  preceding  chicks,  cannot  be 
uoderflood  before  jlatlrics. 

1 think  Mr.  Tyrwhitt**  interpretation  the  true  one.  Malone. 

The  feniimcnt  of  Goneril  is  obviouflv  this : **  When  old  fools 
will  not  yield  to  the  appliances  ofperfuafion,  harfli  treatment  mufl 
be  employed  to  compel  their  fubmifljon.*’  When Jlatteries  are  feen 
to  le  abufed  by  them,  checks  mujl  be  ufed,  as  the  ouly  means  left  to 
fubdue  them.  Henley. 

* / wild  breed  Lc.  ] This  line  and  the  fiift  four  words  of  (be 
next  arc  found  in  the  quartos,  but  omitted  in  the  folio. 

Malone. 
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SCENE  IV. 

A Hall  in  the  fame. 

Enter  Kent,  difguifed. 

Kent.  If  but  as  well  I other  accents  borrow, 
That  can  my  fpeech  diffnfe,3  my  good  intent 
May  carry  through  itfeif  to  that  full  ilTue 
For  which  I raz’d  my  likenefs. — Now,  banifh’d 
Kent, 


* If  but  as  tveli  / other  accents  borrow, 

Thai  can  my  fpttch  diflufc,  ] We  rauft  fu*ppofe  that  Kent  ad* 
yances  looking  on  his  difguife.  This  circutnftance  very  naturally 
leads  to  his  fpeech,  which  otherwife  would  have  no  very  apparent 
introduction.  If  I con  change  my  fpeech  as  veil  as  I hove  changed 
rr.y  drefs.  To  dijjufe  fpeech,  fignifies  to  dif order  it,  and  fo  to  difguife 
iij  as  in  The  Meny  \Vtves  of  Wmdfor,  Ad  IV.  fc.  vii : 

44  — — rufh  at  once 

44  With  foroe  dijfuffd  fong.” — — 

Again,  in  The  Nice  Valour,  See.  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher, 
Cupid  fays  to  the  Tajfionate  Man , who  appears  dil'oi deicd  ;u  his 
drefss 

“ — — Co  not  fo  diffvfedly," 

Agzin,  io  our  author’s /Tin-  Henry  V: 

4‘ fweatiog%  and  ftern  looks,  diffus'd  attire.” 

Again,  in  a book  entitled,  A Green  Forefl , or  A Natural  Hiflory , 
&c.  by  1 oh n Maplet,  1567  : — 44  In  this  Aone  is  apparently  feene 
verie  often  the  verie  forme  of  a todc,  with  befpotted  and  coloured 
leetc,  but  thofe  uglve  and  dtfufedly — — To  dijfufe  fpeech  may, 
however,  mean  tomcat  broad , with  a clownifli  accent. 

Steevemi. 

Dijfufe d certainly  meant,  in  our  author’s  time,  wild,  irregular, 
heterogeneous.  So,  in  Greene’s  Farewell  to  Follic , 1617: 

44  I have  feeu  an  Lnglifh  gentleman  fo  defufed  in  his  fuits,  his 
doublet  being  for  the  weare  of  CaAile,  bis  hofe  for  Venice,  his 
hat  for  Ff.auce,  his  cloak  for  Germany,  that  he  feemed  uo  way 
be  aa  Eoglidjusau  but  by  the  face.'*  Malone, 
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If  thou  can’ft  ferve  where  thou  doll  fland  con- 
demn’d, 

{So  may  it  come!)  thy  mafler,  whom  thou  lov  ft, 
Shall  find  thee  full  of  labours. 

florin  within.  Enter  Lear,  Knights,  and  Attendants. 


Lear.  Let  me  not  flay  a jot  for  dinner ; go,  get 
it  ready.  [Exit  an  Attendant.]  How  now,  what 
arttbon? 

Kent.  A man,  fir. 

Lear.  What  doll  thou  profefs?  What  would  ft 


thou  with  us?  , , T r 

Kent.  1 do  profefs  to  be  no  lefs  than  I ieem  , 
to  ferve  him  truly,  that  will  put  me  in  truft;  to 
love  him  that  is  honeft;  to  convcrfe  with  him  that 
is  wife,  and  fays  little;4  to  fear  judgement  to 
fio-ht,  when  1 cannot  choofe  ; and  to  cat  no  hlh. 


* to  coDverle  with  A/m  that  il  ®'i/r,  and  f»ys  little',] 

mnvtrje  f,S.,i6c,  immediately  and  rrorc,ly  to  k,t>  company.  not  to 
or  Ult.  Hi,  meaning  i.,  that  he  chufe.  for  hit  com- 
paoion,  men  of  referve  and  caution;  men  who  ate  not  tatleia 
tale-bearers.  Johnson. 

We  (till  fay  in  the  fame  fenfe— he  had  cximioal  converfa  ion  vn 
ker — meaning  ccnmtrce. 

So,  in  Richard  III: 

“ Hi,  apparent  open  guilt  omitted,  _ 

I mean  his  tonvtrjalion  with  Shore  s wife. 

« and  to  tot  no  fjh.]  In  queen  Elizabeth's  time  the  Fapilh 

were  eltcemcd,  and  wilh  good  rcaloti,  enemies  to  the  80V*rr  ^ 
Hence  the  proverbial  pbrafe  of,  Ht  s un  hovtjt  nn  f0 

Jijl  i to  iignifv  he’s  a friend  to  the  government  an  * r:)te 
'lhe  eating  fifti,  on  a religious  account,  being  then  efteemed  uC 
a badge  of  popery,  that  when  il  was  enjoin’d  for  a feafon  by  a 
of  parliament,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  filh-iovos,  it  w*1 
thought  ncceflary  to  declare  the  reafon;  hence  it  was  called  Cfdl  * 
jtjl.  To  this  disgraceful  badge  •£  popery  Fletcher  alludes  in  hi* 
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Leak.  What  art  thou  ? 

Kent.  A very  honell-heartcd  fellow,  and  as  poor 
as  the  king. 

Lear.  If  thou  be  as  poor  fora  fubje£t,  as  he  is 
for  a king,  thou  art  poor  enough..  What  would’fl 
thou  ? 

Kent.  Service. 

Lear.  Who  would’fl  thou  ferve? 

Kent.  You. 

Lear.  Doll  thon  know  me,  fellow? 

Kent.  No,  fir;  but  you  have  that  in  your  coun- 
tenance, which  I would  fain  call  mailer. 

Lear.  What’s  that? 

Kent.  Authority. 

Lear.  What  fervices  canfl  thou  do  ? 

Kent.  1 can  keep  lion  eft  counfel,  ride,  run,  mar 
a curious  tale  in  telling  it,  and  deliver  a plain  mtf- 
fage  bluntly:  that  which  ordinary  men  are  fit  for, 
1 aui  qualify’ d in  ; and  the  beft.  of  me  is  diligence. 

Lear.  How  old  art  thou? 

Kent.  Not  fo  young,  fir,  to  love  a woman  for 
Tinging;  nor  fo  old,  to  dote  on  her  for  any  thing: 
1 have  years  on  ray  back  forty-eight. 

Lear.  Follow  me;  thou  flialt  ferve  me;  if  I 
like  thee  no  worfe  after  dinner,  1 will  not  part 


j/rr,  vho  makes  the  courtezan  fay,  when  Lazatiilo,  ia 
fearch  of  the  umbrauo's  head,  was  feized  at  her  houfc  by  the  in- 
telligencers for  a traytor  ; Gentlemen,  1 am  glad  you  have  dif- 
covcrcd  him.  He  fhould  not  have  eaten  under  my  roof  lor  twenty 
pounds.  And  fure  I did  not  like  him,  when  he  called  Jot  JiJh." 
And  Marfioti’%  Dutch  Courtezan  : **  I irult  I am  noue  of  the  wicked 
that  eat  JiJh  a Jiidoyi*"  Warbuiton* 
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from  thee  yet Dinner,  lio,  dinner !— Where’s  my 

knave?  my  fool?  Go  you,  and  call  my  fool  liiiher : 


Enter  Steward. 

You,  yon,  Grrah,  where’s  my  daughter? 

Stew.  So  pleafe  you, — [£x/7.' 

Lear.  What  fays  the  fellow  there?  Call  the 
clotpoll  back, — Where’s  my  fool,  ho  ? — I think 
the  world’s  alleep.— How  now?  where’s  thatmon- 
grel  ? 

Knight.  He  fays,  my  lord,  yonr  daughter  is  not 
well. 

Lear.  Why  came  not  the  Have  back  to  me, 
when  I call’d  him  ? 

Kmght.  Sir,  he  anfwer’d  me  in  the  joundeft 
manner,  he  would  not. 

Lear.  He  would  not! 

Knight.  My  lord,  1 know  not  what  the  matter 
is;  but.  to  ray  judgement,  your  highnefs  is  not 
entertain’d  with  that  ceremonious  affedlion  as  you 
were  wont ; there's  a great  abatement  of  kindnefs 6 
appears,  as  well  in  the  general  dependants,  as  in 
the  duke  himlelf  alfo,  and  your  daughter. 

Lear.  Ha!  fay’d  thou  fo? 

Knight.  1 befcech  you,  pardon  me,  my  lord,  if 
I be  miftaken  ; for  my  duty  cannot  be  filcut,  when 
1 think  your  highnefs  is  wrong’d. 

Lear.  Thou  but  remember’!!  me  of  mine  own 
conception:  I have  perceived  a raoft  faint  negle£I 

4 of  iimlnt/s — ] Tticfc  words  arc  oot  Id  the  quartos. 

Malone. 
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of  late;  which  I have  raihcr  blamed  as  mine  ow* 
jealous  curiofity,®  than  as  a very  pretence7  and 
purpofc  of  unkiudnefs:  1 will  look  further  into’t. 
— But  where’s  toy  loul  ? I have  not  feeu  him  this 
two  days. 

Knight.  Since  my  young  lady’s  going  into 
France,  ftr,  the  fool  bath  much  pined  away.8 

Lear.  No  more  of  that;  I have  noted  it  well. — 
Go  you,  and  tell  my  daughter  I u’ould  fpcak  with 
her, — Go  you,  call  hither  my  fool.— - 

Re-enter  Steward. 

O.  you  fir,  you  fir,  come  you  hither:  Who  atn  I, 
fir  ? 

Stew.  My  lady’s  father. 

Le  ar.  My  lady’s  father!  my  lord’s  knave  : you 
whorefon  dog  ! you  (lave  ! you  cur! 

Stew.  I am  none  of  this,  my  lord;5  I befeech 
you,  pardon  me. 

Lear.  Do  you  bandy  looks*  with  me,  you  rafcai? 

[Jinking  him. 


6  jealous  <urioJity%  ] By  this  phrafe  King  Lear  means,  ! be- 

lieve, a puntlUioui  jealov/i , rcCuhing  from  a fcrupulous  watchful- 
Dcfs  of  his  own  dignity.  Steevens. 

7  a very  pretence — ] Pretence  in  Shakfpeare  generally  fig- 

nifies  drji£n.  So,  in  a foregoing  feene  in  this  play  : 44  — to  no 
other  fulenre  of  danger."  Again,  in  Hvlin/heJ%  p.  64S  : 44  — the 
fitlenjid  cvill  purpofe  of  the  queene,"  Steevens. 

* SUet  my  you»*  lady's  going  into  France , Jir%  the  fool  hath  mvih 
fined  away.]  This  is  an  endearing  circutnft.tnce  in  the  Fool’s  cha- 
rader,  and  creates  fuch  an  intereft  in  his  favour,  as  his  wit  alone 
might  have  failed  to  procure  for  him.  Steevens. 

* I am  tioneoj  this,  mj  lord ; 8:s.  Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio 

reads — 1 anioouc  cf  my  lord  ; I befccch  your  pardon.  4 

Malqms. 

* bindy  looks — 1 A metaphor  from  Tenr.it: 


digitized  by  GoogI( 


KING  LEAR. 


3i5 


Stew.  I’ll  not  be  flrnck,  my  lord. 

Kent.  Nor  tripped  neither;  yon  bafe  foot-ball 
player.  [hipping  up  his  huts, 

Lear.  1 thank  thee,  fellow;  thou  fervell  me, 
and  l'lllove  thee. 

Kent.  Come,  fir,  arife,  away;  I’ll  teach  you 
differences ; away,  away  : If  you  will  meafurc  your 
lubber’s  length  again,  tarry:  but  away:  go  to! 
Have  you  wifdom?3  fo.  [pvjhcs  the  Steward  out. 

Lear.  Now,  my  friendly  knave,  1 thank  thee : » 
there’s  earneft  of  thy  fervice. 

[giving  Kent  money* 


Enter  Fool. 

Fool.  Let  me  hire  him  too; — Here’s  my  cox- 
comb. [g/W/ig  Kent  his  cap. 

Lear.  How  now,  my  pretty  knave?  how  doft 
thou? 

Fool.  Sirrah,  you  were  befl  take  my  coxcomb. 

Kent.  Why  fool? 4 

Fool.  Why?  For  taking  one's  part  that  is  out 
of  favour : Nay,  an  thou  canfl  not  hnile  as  the 


41  Come  in,  take  this  handy  with  the  racket  of  patience." 

Duktr't  SaliromojUx,  1G02. 

Again : 

44 buckle  with  them  hand  to  hand, 

41  Aud  handy  blow*  as  thick  as  hailfloues  fall.*’ 

Wily  Beguiled,  1606.  Stbevsns. 

44  To  handy  a ball,"  Cole  defines,  clava  yilom  tot, pure;  “ to 
handy  at  tennis,"  reticuio  ptllere.  Did.  1679.  Malone. 

3 Have  you  vifJom?  | Thus  the  folio.  The  quarto  reads — yoa 
have  wifdom.  Malone. 

4 Why,  fool?]  The  folio  reads— b*!f t my  ho)  f and  gives  thi* 
adcfUaa  to  Lear.  STSKYiMf. 
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wind  fits,  thou’it  catch  cold  fhortly: 4 There,  take 
my  coxcomb:5  Why,  this  fellow  has  banifh’d  two 
of  his  daughters,  and  did  the  third  a blcffing  a gain  ft 
his  will ; if  thou  follow  him,  thou  muft  needs  wear 
my  coxcomb.  — How  now,  nuncle?'’  ’Would  1 had 
two  coxcombs,7  and  two  daughters?8 

Lear.  Why,  my  boy? 

Fool.  If  1 gave  them  all  my  living,*  I’d  keep 
my  coxcombs  mylelf : There's  mine  ; beg  another 
of  thy  daughters.* 

* — — thou  It  ca'ck  cold  Jhortly :]  i.  e.  be  turned  out  of  doors, 
and  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Farmer. 

6 take  my  coxcomb:}  Meaning  his  cap,  called  fo,  becaufe 

on  the  top  of  the  fool  or  jctler’s  cap  was  fewed  a piece  of  red  cloth, 
vcfcmbling  the  comb  of  a cock.  The  word,  afterwards,  was  ufed 
lo  denote  a vain,  conceited,  meddling  fellow.  Warburton. 

See  Fig.  XII,  in  the  plate  at  the  cud  of  the  6ift  pan  of  King 
Jitnry  IV.  with  Mr.  Toilet’s  explanation,  who  ha*,  fiuce  added, 
that  Minfhew,  in  his  Dictionary  1627*  fays,  “ Natural  ideois  and 
fools,  have,  and  Hill  do  accuHotne  themfelves  to  weare  in  their 
cappes  cockes  feathers,  or  a hat  uitfi  a ntek  and  head  oj  a cocee  on 
the  tefy  and  a bell  thereon,”  &c.  SreEVENS. 

6 — — How  n ou>%  nuncle?]  Aunt  is  a term  of  refpeft  in  France. 
So,  in  Letters  D'Elit.  dt  Bovieu  Duch'fl e D’ Orleans , tom.  ii.  p,  65, 
66  : “ C'etoit  par  un  cfpecc  de  plaifanterie  de  badinage  fans  con- 
icqucnce,  que  la  Dauphine  apelloit  Madame  de  Mainlenon  m<i  (ante. 
Lcs  fillcs  d’ltonneur  appdloieiu  toujnurs  leur  gnuvernante  m® 
tante."  And  it  is  rcmaikable  at  this  day  that  the  lower  people  in 
Shroplhire  call  the  Judge  of  aflize — “ my  nuncle  the  JuJge.” 

Vaillant. 

*  two  coxcombs.]  Two  fools  caps,  intended,  as  it  feerns, 

to  mark  double  folly  in  the  mau  that  gives  all  to  his  daughters. 

Johnson. 

8  and  two  doubters.]  Perhaps  we  fhould  read — on*  two 

daughters;  i.  c.  if.  FARMER. 

9 — — all  my  living  ] Living  in  Shakrpeare’s  time  Certified 
eflale,  or  property.  So,  in  Friar  Bacon  and  Friar  Bungay,  by  R. 
Greene,  1594: 

**  In  Laxfield  here  my  land  and  living  lies.”  Malone. 

9 — ■ ■■  beg  another  oj  thy  daughters .]  The  fool  means  to  fay. 
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Lear.  Take  heed,  firrah  ; the  whip. 

Fool.  Truth’s  a dog  that  mnft  to  kennel ; he 
mull  be  whipp’d  out,  when  Lady,  the  brach,3  may 
Hand  by  the  fire  and  (link. 

Lear.  A peflilent  gall  to  me  J 

Fool.  Sirrah,  I’ll  teach  thee  a fpeech. 

Lear.  Do. 

Fool.  Mark  it,  nuncle: — 

Flave  more  than  thou  fliowefl, 

Speak  lefs  than  thon  knoweft. 

Lend  lefs  than  thou  owed,4 
Ride  more  than  thon  goeft, 

Learn  more  than  thon  troweft,5 
Set  lefs  than  thou  throweft; 

• 

that  it  is  by  legging  only  that  the  old  king  can  obtain  any  thing 
from  hit  daughters;  even  a badge  of  folly  in  having  reduced  bimfelf 
to  futh  a fituation.  Malone. 

3 Lad)'  the  brach, J Brach  is  a bitch  of  the  hunting  kind. 

“ Nos  quidem  hodie  brack  dicimus  de  cane  faerainca,  qua: 
leporcm  ex  odorc  perfequitur.  Spelm.  Glofl.  in  voce  Bracco .** 

Dr.  Lethcrland,  on  the  margin  of  Dr.  Warburton's  edition, 
propofed  lady's  brack , i.  e.  favour'd  animal.  The  third  quarto 
has  a much  more  unmannerly  reading,  which  1 would  not  wifh  to 
cftablifli : but  the  other  quarto  editions  concur  in  reading  lady  otk'e 
brach . Lady  is  Hill  a common  name  for  a hound.  So  Hotfpur  : 
“ I had  rather  hear  Lady , my  brach , howl  in  Irifh." 
Again,  in  Bcnjonfon’s  Poem  to  a Friend'  &c  : 

“ Do  all  the  tricks  of  a fait  lady  bitch.’* 

In  the  old  black  letter  Booke  of  Hunting , 8cc.  no  date,  the  lift 

of  dogs  concludes  thus:  **  and  fmall  ladi  popin  that  here 

awai  the  lleas  and  divers  fraall  fautcs.”  Wc  might  read — “ when 
lady,  the  brach ,”  kc.  Stecvens. 

Both  the  quartos  of  1608  read — when  Lady  oth'e  brach.  I have 
therefore  printed — lady,  the  brach,  grounding  myfelf  on  the  read- 
ing of  thofe  copies,  and  on  the  paffage  quoted  by  Mr.  Steevent 
from  King  Henry  If.  P.  I.  The  folio,  and  the  late  editions, 
read — when  the  lady  brach,  fcc.  Malone. 

.*  Lend  left  than  thou  owejl,}  That  is,  do  not  lend  all  that  thon 
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Leave  thy  drink  and  thy  whore, 

And  keep  in-a-door, 

And  thou  fhah  have  more 
Than  two  tens  to  a fcore. 

Lear.  This  is  nothing,  fool.6 

Fool.  Then  ’tis  like  the  breath  of  an  nnfee’d 
lawyer;  you  gave  me  nothing  for’t:  Can  you  make 
no  ufe  of  nothing,  nunclc? 

Lear.  Why,  no,  boy  ; nothing  can  be  made  out 
of  nothing. 

Fool.  IYythce,  tell  him,  fo  much  the  rent  of 
his  land  coines  to  ; he  will  not  believe  a fool. 

[To  Kent. 

Lear.  A bitter  fool! 

Fool.  Doll  thou  know  the  difference,  roy'boy, 
between  a bitter  fool  and  a fweet  fool? 

Lear.  No,  lad  ; ? teach  me. 

Fool.  That  lord,  that  counfcl’d  thee 
To  give  away  thy  land, 

Cotne  place  him  here  by  me.— . 

Or  do  thou 8 for  him  Hand  : 

X of.  To  etve , in  old  English,  is  to  pojfrfs.  If  be  taken  for 
to  be  in  debt,  the  more  piudcut  precept  would  be: 

^ Lend  more  than  thou  owed.  Johnson. 

5 Learn  more  than  thou  trowefl,]  To  trow , it  an  old  word  which 
fignifics  to  believe . The  precept  is  admirable.  Wareurion. 

6 This  is  nothing,  fool.]  The  quartos  give  this  fpcech  to  Lear. 

Stccvxns. 

Xn  the  folio  thefe  words  are  given  to  Kent.  Malone. 

7 No,  lad  j]  This  dialogue,  from  No,  lad , teach  me , down  to 
Cive  me  an  was  reftored  from  the  fitft  edition  by  Mr.  Theobald. 
It  is  omitted  in  the  folio,  perhaps  for  political  reafons,  as  it  feemed 
to  cenfuie  the  monopolies.  Johnson. 

* Or  do  thou  — J Tr.e  word  or,  which  is  not  in  the  quartos,  was 
fupplicd  by  Mr.  Sltcvcut.  Malone. 
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The  fweet  and  bitter  fool 
Will  prefcntly  appear ; 

The  one  in  motley  here, 

The  other  found  ont  there. 

Lear.  Doft  thou  call  me  fool,  boy? 

Fool.  All  thy  other  titles  thou  had  given  away 
that  thou  waft  born  with. 

Kent.  This  is  not  altogether  fool,  my  lord. 

Fool.  No,  ’faith,  lords  and  great  men  will  not 
let  me  ; if  1 had  a monopoly  out,  they  would  have 
part  on’t:’  and  ladies  too,  they  will  not  let  me 
have  all  fool  to  myfelf;  'they’ll  be  fnatching. — 
Give  roe  an  egg,  nunclc,  and  I’ll  give  thee  two 
crowns. 

Lear.  Whattwo  crowns  fhall  they  be? 

Fool.  Why,  after  1 have  cut  the  egg  i’  the  mid- 
dle, and  eat  up  the  meat,  the  two  crowns  of  the 

• ij  I had  a monopoly  eu/,  Ihty  would  hove  part  0n7,*^ 

A fa  tire  on  the  grofs  abwfes  of  monopolies  at  that  lime  : and  the 

corruption  and  avarice  of  the  courtiers,  who  commonly  went 
(hares  with  the  patentee.  YVarburton. 

The  modern  editors,  without  authority,  read— 

— — a monopoly  onV, 

Monopolies  were  in  Shakfpearc’s  time  the  common  oljcfls  of 
fame.  So,  in  Decker’s  Match  me  in  London,  1 63 1 : 

44  — Give  him  a court  loaf,  flop  his  mouth  with  a monopoly.'* 
Again,  iu  Ram- Alley , or  Merry  Tricis,  1C11: 

44  A knight  that  never  heard  of  fmock  fees  5 I would  I had  a 
monopoly  of  them,  fo  there  was  no  impoU  fet  on  them.’* 

Again,  in  The  Birth  of  Mrr/ii,  166a: 

44 — So  foul  a monflcr  would  be  a fair  monopoly  worth  the 

begging.'' 

In  the  books  of  the  Stationers’  Company,  I meet  with  the  fol- 
lowing entry.  44  John  Chailewoode,  061.  15S7:  lycenfed  unto 

him  by  the  whole  coufent  of  the  aftiftants,  the  or.lye  ymprynting 
of  all  manner  of  billes  for  plaiers.”  Again,  Nov.  6.  iCi5.  The 
liberty  of  printing  all  billes  for  fcociug  was  granted  to  Mr.  Far- 
foot.  JTEIVBNS. 
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egg.  When  thou  clovcfl  thy  crown  i’  the  middle, 
and  gaved  away  both  parts,  thou  bored  thine  afs 
on  thy  back  over  the  dirt:  Thou  had’d  little  wit 
in  thy  bald  crown,  when  thou  gaved  thy  golden 
one  away.  If  l (peak  like  myielfin  this,  let  him 
be  whipp’d  that  fird  finds  it  fo. 

Fools  had  ne'er  UJs  grace  in  a year ; 1 [Singing. 
For  wife  men  are  grown  foppifh ; 

And  know  not  how  their  wits  to  wear, 

Thiir  manners  are  fo  apifh. 

Lear.  When  were  you  wont  to  be  fo  full  of 
fongs,  finrah  ? 

Fool.  I have  nfed  it,  nuncle,  ever  fince  thou 
maded  thy  daughters  thy  mother:3  for  when  thou 
gaved  them  the  rod,  and  put’ft  down  thine  own 
breeches. 

Then  they  for  fudden  joy  did  weep*  (Singing. 
And  I for  forrow  fung, 

That fuch  a king Jhould play  bo-peep ,J 
And  go  the  fools  among. 


* Pools  had  ne’er  lefs  grace  in  a year;  ] There  never  was  a lime 
when  fools  were  lefs  in  favour;  and  the  rcafonis,  that  ihcy  were 
ever  fo  little  wanted,  for  wife  men  now  fupply  tluir  place.  Such 
I think  is  the  meaniog.  Johnson. 

. Itfs  grace  — ] So  the  folio.  Both  the  quartos  read — lift 
wit . SrccVENS. 

In  Mother  Bomiie,  a comedy  by  Lyl y,  1594,  we  find,  14  I think 
gentlemeu  had  never  lefs  wit  in  a year,"  1 fufped  therefore  the 
original  to  be  the  true  reading.  Malone. 

1 Jince  thou  madejl  thy  daughters  thy  mother : ] i.  e.  when 

you  invefted  them  with  the  authority  of  a mother.  Thus  the 
quartos.  The  folio  reads,  with  lefs  propriety, — thy  mothers, 

Malone. 
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Fr’ythee,  nuncle,  keep  a fchool-mnftcr  that  can 
teach  thy  fool  to  lie  ; I would  fain  learn  to  lie. 

Lear.  If  you  lie,  firrah,  we’ll  have  yon  whipp’d. 

Fool.  1 marvel,  what  kin  thou  and  thy  daughters 
are:  they’ll  have  me  whipp’d  for  fpeaking  irne, 
thou’lthave  me  whipp’d  for  lying  ; and,  fometimes, 
I am  whipp’d  for  holding  my  peace.  I had  rather 
be  any  kind  of  thing,  than  a fool : and  yet  I would 
not  be  thee,  nuncle;  thou  haft  pared  thy  wit  o’ 
both  lides,  and  left  nothing  in  the  middle  : Here 
comes  one  o’  the  parings. 

Enttr  Goneril. 

Lear.  How  now,  daughter  ? what  makes  that 
frontlet  6 on?  Methinks,  you  are  too  much  of  late 
i’  the  frown. 


4 Then  they  for  J ad  den  joy  did  weep,  kc.  ] So,  in  The  Rape  tf  Lu~ 
errer,  by  Heywood,  i63o : 

“ When  Tarquin  fiift  in  court  began, 

“ And  was  approved  king, 

“ So  men  Jot  Judden  joy  did  weep, 

«*  But  / for  Jortovj  Ji*g.” 

I cannot  afeertain  in  what  year  T.  Hcywood  firft  publiflied  thla 
play,  as  the  copy  in  i63o,  which  1 have  ufed,  was  the  fourth  itn- 
predion.  Steevens.  ' 

5 That  Jvch  a king  Jhould  play  bo-peep,  ] Little  more  of  this  game* 
than  its  mere  denomination,  remains.  It  is  mentioned,  however* 
in  Churchyard's  Charitit , 1593,  in  company  with  two  other  chil- 
diffi  plays,  which  it  is  not  my  office  to  explain: 

“ Cold  parts  men  plaic,  much  like  old  plaine  bo-peepe% 

“ Or  counteifait,  in-doc k-out-nettle.  Hill.'*  SrEtvtNS. 

• — — that  Jronttet  — ] Lear  alludes  to  the  frfhtht%  which  waa 
anciently  part  of  a woman's  drefs.  So,  iu  the  play  called  7i# 
lour  i*'j,  1569: 

**  Forlootb,  women  have  many  lets, 

**  And  they  be  tnafkcd  in  many  nets : 
u As  frontlets,  fillets,  partlets,  and  bracelets: 

»»  And  then  their,  booeu  and  their  pionets." 

Vol.  XX.  Y 
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Fool.  Thou  waft  a pretty  fellow,  when  tho» 
liad’ft  no  need  to  care  for  her  frowning ; now  thou 
art  an  O without  a figure  :6  I am  better  than  thou 7 
art  now;  I am  a fool,  thou  art  nothing. — Yes.for- 
footh,  I will  hold  my  tongue ; fo  your  face  [*o  Gon.] 
bids  me,  though  you  fay  nothing.  Mum,  mum. 
He  that  keeps  nor  cruft  nor  crum, 

Weary  of  all,  fhall  want  fome.  — 

That’s  a (heal'd  peafcod.  - [pointing  to  Lear. 


Again,  in  Lyly's  MtVflf,  i5gt  : 

*»  — — Hoods,  frontlets , wires,  cauls,  curling-irons,  pern*  wigs, 
bodkins,  fillets,  hair-laces,  ribbons,  roles,  knolRiingt,  glades, ” &c. 

Again,  2nd  more  appofitely,  in  Tjpheria,  a CollcQioa  of  Son- 
nets, 4to.  1594  : 

“ But  now,  my  funne,  it  fits  thou  take  thy  fet, 

4*  And  vayle  thy  face  with  froumts  as  with  a frontlet .** 

Steevfns. 

A frontlet  was  a forehead-cloth,  ufed  formerly  by  ladies  at 
night  to  render  that  part  fmooth.  Lear,  I fuppofe,  means  to  fay, 
that  Gondii’ s brow  was  as  cornplcly  covered  by  a frown,  as  it 
would  be  by  a frontlet. 

So,  in  Lyly’s  Euphuts  and  h'u  England , 410.  i58o:  “ The  next 
day  1 coming  to  the  gallery  where  flic  was  folitarily  walking,  with 
ber  Jrowning  cloth , as  iicke  lately  of  the  fullens,”  8tc.  Malone. 

® now  thou  art  an  O without  a figure:]  The  fool  means  to 

fay,  that  Lear,  “having  pared  his  wit  on  both  fides,  and  left  nothing 
in  the  middle,*’  is  become  a mere  cypher;  which  has  no  arith- 
metical value,  unlcfs  preceded  or  followed  by  fome  figure,  la 
7 It  Winter's  Tale  we  have  tbe  fame  allufion,  reveifed  : 

“ and  therefore,  like  a cypher. 

Yet  Banding  in  rich  place,  1 multiply, 

**  With  one — we  ihauk  you,  — many  thoufands  more 
“ Standing  before  it.”  Malone. 

7 — — / am  teller  than  thou  Jcc.J  This  bears  fome  refcmblane* 
to  FaUlaff  s reply  to  the  Prince  in  King  Henry  IV.  P.  I : »*  A better 
than  thou;  1 am  a gentleman,  thou  art  a drawer.”  StefvlnS. 

• That's  a Jheaid  peafcod . ] i.  e.  Now  a mere  hulk,  which  con* 
tains  nothing.  I he  outfitle  of  a king  remains,  but  all  the  intrinfic 
pans  of  royalty  are  gone  : he  has  nothing  to  give.  JOHNSON. 

Thais  a Jhcal'd  peafcod . ] The  robing  of  Richard  lid's  effigy  in 
WeUminfler-akbey  is  wrought  with  ptojeads  open,  and  the  peat  ml; 
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Gon.  Not  only,  fir,  this  your  all-liccns’d  fool, 
Rut  other  of  your  infolent  retinue 
Do  hourly  carp  and  quatrel;  breaking  forth 
In  rank  and  not-to-be-cndured  riots.  Sir, 

I had  thought,  by  making  this  well  known  unto  you. 
To  have  found  a fafe  redrefs ; but  now  grow  fearful, 
By  what  yourlelf  too  late  have  fpoke  and  done, 
That  you  protcft  this  courfc,  and  put  it  on 5 
By  your  allowance  ; 2 which  if  you  fhould,  the  fault 
Wcfuld  not  Tcape  cenfure,  nor  the  redrefTes  Deep; 
Which,  in  the  tender  of  a wholefome  weal. 

Might  in  their  working  do  you  that  offence, 
Which  elfe  were  fhame,  that  then  necelfity 
Will  call  difcrect  proceeding. 

Fool.  For  you  trow,  nuncle,  , , 

The  hcdge-fparrow  fed  the  cuckoo  fo  long, 
That  it  had  its  head  bid  off  by  its  young. 
So,  out  went  the  candle,  and  we  were  left  darkling.* 


perhaps  an  alluGon  to  his  being  once  in  full  poflcflion  of  fovereigntv, 
but  foon  reduced  to  an  empty  title.  See  Camden's  Remains , 167.],', 
p.  453,  edit.  1657,  p. , 340.  Tollet. 

» put  it  pn  ] i,  e.  promote,  pufh  it  forward.  So, 

do  Macbet k : 

41  — — the  powers  above 

41  Put  on  their  indrumcnts."  ■ ■—  - Steevbn*. 

* Bj  jour  allowance  ;]  By  your  approbation.  Malone.. 

*  wire  left  darkling.]  This  word  is  u fed  by  Miltbo,  Part • 

dife  LoJI,  Book  I : 

44  As  the  wakeful  bird 
44  Sings  darkling.'* — — . 

and  long  before,  as  Mr.  Malone  obferni,  by  Marfton,  fee. 

Dr.  Farmer  concurs  with  me  in  fuppb&ng,  that  the  words  — S$ 
tut  went  tkt  candle , fee.  are  a fragment  of  feme  old  fong. 

StEtTIKS. 

Shakfpeare's  fools  are  certainly  copied  from  tb e life.  The  originals 
whom  he  copied  were  no  doubt  men  of  quick  parts  j lively  and  far* 
caftick.  Though  they  were  licenfed  to  fay  any  thing,  it  was  Hill 
oeceffary  to  prevent  giving  offence,  that  every  thing  they  faid 
Aoiild  have  a playful  air ; we  may  fuppofc  therefor#  that  they  had 
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Lear.  Are  you  our  daughter? 

Gon.  Come,  fir,  I would,  you  would  make  ufe 
of  that  good  wifdom  whereof  I know  yon  arc 
fraught;  and  put  away  thefe  difpolitions,  which  of 
late  transform  you4  from  what  you  rightly  are. 

Fool.  May  not  an  afs  know  when  the  cart  draws 
the  horfe?  — Whoop,  Jug! 5 I love  thee. 

Lear.  Does  any  here  know  me?  — Why  this  is 
not  Lear:8  does  Lear  walk  thus?  fpeak  thus? 


a cuflom  of  (.king  off  the  edge  of  too  (Imp  a fpeech  by  covering 
it  haflily  with  the  end  of  an  old  fong,  or  aoy  glib  nonfenfe  that 
came  into  the  mind.  I know  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  the 
incoherent  words  with  which  Shakfpeare  often  finilhct  this  fool  t 
fpeechei.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

In  a very  old  dramatick  piece,  entitled  A vtrj  awry  and  pytkia 
tomtdy,  tail'd  TAe  longer  tkou  livijk  tkt  mart  Joolt  Iko u art , prioted 
about  the  year  i58o,  we  find  the  following  flage-direaion : "Kn- 
treth  Motoa,  countcrfaitiog  a vaine  geflute  and  a footifh  counte- 
naunee,  Jynging  lit  Joolt  tj  many  Jongs,  as  /cell  were  wont." 


See  my  note  on  A3  III  fc.  vi.  in  which  this  paflage  was  brought 
forward,  loogago,  [»77*  ] fat  » Ctnilar  purpofe  «f  iUuftration. 

* SfFEVr.KI. 


• transform  yce  — ] Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  reads — 

tranfport  you.  Steevens. 

s Whop,  Jug!  Ice.  J There  are  in  the  fool's  fpeeches  fe- 

eeral  paflages  which  Teem  to  be  proverbial  allufions,  perhaps  not 
now  to  be  underdood.  Johnson. 

Whoop,  Jug!  I hat  tktt.  ] This,  as  I am  informed,  is  a 

quotation  from  the  burthen  of  an  old  foug.  SrEEVENS. 

iKJlotO,  lug,  I'll  da  tktt  no  harm,  occurs  in  Tkt  Whin's  Talt, 
J • Malone. 

a ihii  it  nt I Lear  : ] This  paffage  appears  to  have  been  imi- 

tated by  Beojoofon  in  hit  Sad  Sktpkait 
>i  ,.  - this  it  Bat  Marian! 

“ Nor  am  I Robin  Hood!  I pray  you  afle  her! 
u Aik  her,  good  fiiepherds  ! allc  her  all  for  met 
“ Or  rather  afk  yourfelves,  if  Uie  be  Ike  { 

<>  Or  t be  I."  Stkavkn<. 
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Where  are  his  eyes  ? Either  his  notion  weakens,  or 
his  difcernings  are  lethargied.  — • Sleeping  or  wak- 
ing?— Ha!  fure ’tis  not  fo.r — Who  is  it  that  can 
tell  me  who  I am?  — Lear’s  fhadow  ?8 1 would  learn 
that;  for  by  the  marks  of  fovereignty,  knowledge, 
and  reafon,  I Ihonld  be  falfe  perfuaded  I had 
daughters. 9 — 


7 — Jetping  or  waking?  — Ha!  fure  ' tit  not  fo.  ] Thu»  the 

quartos.  The  folio:  Ha!  waking?  'Tis  not  fo.  Malone. 

• Ltar's  fnaiow  ? ] The-  folio  gives  thefe  words  to  the 

Fool.  Steevens. 

9 — — Jot  by  the  marks  of  fovereignty  t knowledge,  and  reafon , !cc.] 
His  daughters  prove  fo  unnatural,  that,  if  he  were  only  to  judge 
by  the  reafon  of  things,  he  rauR  conclude,  they  cannot  be  his 
daughters.  This  is  the  thought.  But  how  does  his  kingfliip  or 
fovereignty  enable  him  to  judge  of  this  matter  ? The  line,  by  being 
falfe  pointed,  has  loR  its  fenfe,  We  (hould  read  : 

Of  fovereignty  of  knowledge.  — 
i.  e.  the  undeiRanding.  He  calls  it,  by  an  equally  fine  phrafe, 
in  Hamlet , — Sovereignly  of  reafon.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
editors  bad  depraved  it  there  too.  See  note.  Ad  1.  fc.  vii.  of 
that  play.  Warblrton. 

The  contcRed  paifage  is  wanting  in  the  folio.  Steevens. 

The  difficulty,  which  uiuR  occur  to  every  reader,  is,  to  con* 
ceive  how  the  marks  of  fovereignty , of  knowledge , and  of  reafon , 
{hould  be  of  any  ufe  to  perfuade  Lear  that  he  had , or  had  not, 
daughters.  No  logick,  1 apprehend,  could  draw  fuch  a conctufion 
from  fuch  premifes.  This  difficulty,  however,  may  be  entirely  re- 
moved, by  only  pointing  the  paffage  thus: 

— — for  by  the  marks  of  fovereignty , knowledge , and  reafon , I fhould 
le  falfe  perfuaded — / had  daughters. — Your  name,  fair  gentlewoman? 

The  chain  of  Lear's  fpeech  being  thus  untangled,  wc  can  clearly 
trace  the  fucceffion  and  connedion  of  his  ideas.  The  undvtiful 
behaviour  of  his  daughter  fo  difconcerts  him,  that  he  doubts,  by 
turns,  whether  (he  is  Goneril,  aod  whether  he  bimftlf  is  Lear. 
Upon  her  iirR  fpeech,  he  only  exclaims, 

die  you  oar  daughter  ? 

Upon  her  going  on  in  the  fame  Ryle,  he  begins  to  quetion  his 
own  faniiy  of  miud,  aod  even  bis  perfonal  ideality.  He  appeals 
to  the  by-Randcre, 
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Fool.  Which  they  will  makean  obedient  father,? 
Lear.  Your  name,  fair  gentlewoman  ? 

Wio  is  it  that  can  tell  me  who  I am* 

I {hould  be  glad  to  be  told.  For  (if  f was  to  judge  myfelf) 
iy  lie  marks  oj  J overeignty,  knowledge,  and  reafon,  which  once  dif- 
tinguifhed  Lear,  (but  which  1 have  now  loll)  1 Jhould  be  falfe 
( againft  my  own  confcioufueft  ) pt  funded  (that  l am  not  Lear). 
He  then  Aides  to  the  examination  of  another  diftinguilhing  mark 
of  Lear : * 

— I had  daughters . 

But  not  able,  as  it  (hould  feetn,  to  dwell  upon  fo  tender  a fub* 

jea,  he  haftily  recurs  to  his  full  doubt  conccrni  ng  Goucril, 

. Tour  name,  fair  gentlewoman  f Tyrwhitt. 

This  note  is  written  with  confidence  difproportionate  to  the 
eonvi&ion  which  it  can  bring.  Lear  might  as  well  koow  by  the 
maiks  and  tokens  ariGog  from  fovercignty,  knowledge,  and  rca- 
foo,  that  he  had  or  had  not  daughters,  at  he  could  know  by  any 
thing  elfc.  But,  fays  he,  if  I judge  by  thefe  tokeus,  I find  the 
perfuafion  falfe  by  which  I long  thought  myfclf  the  father  of 
daughters.  Johnson. 

I cannot  approve  of  Dr.  Warburton’s  manner  of  poiuting  this 
paflage,  as  I do  not  think  that  fovereignty  of  knowledge  can  mean 
unitrjlandingi  and  if  I did,  what  is  the  difference  between  under- 
Handing  and  reafon?  In  the  palTage  he  quotes  from  Hamlet,  /over - 
eignty  oj  reajon  appears  to  me  to  mean,  the  ruling  power,  the 
governance  of  reafon ; a fenfc  that  would  not  anfwer  in  this  place. 

Mr.  Tyrwhitt's  obfervations  arc  ingenious,  but  not  fatisfaflory  : 
and  as  for  Dr.  Johnfon's  explanation,  thongh  it  would  be  certainly 
juft  had  Lear  expreffcd  hiinfclf  in  the  palt,  and  faid,  “ I have 
been  falfe  perfuaded  I had  daughters,”  it  cannot  be  the  juft  ex- 
planation of  the  paflage  as  it  (lands.  The  mcauiog  appears  to  me 
to  be  this : 

“ Were  I to  judge  from  the  marks  of  fovereignty,  of  knowledge, 
or  of  reafon,  1 (hould  be  induced  to  think  I had  daughters,  yet 
that  rnuft  be  a falfe  perfuafion; — It  cannot  be.” 

I could  not  at  firft  comprehend  why  the  tokens  of  fovereignty 
(hould  have  any  weight  in  determining  his  perfuafion  that  lie  had 
daughters;  but  by  the  marks  of  fovereignty  he  means,  thofe  tokens 
of  royalty  which  bis  daughters  then  enjoyed  as  derived  from  hitq. 

M.  Mason. 

Lear,  it  (hould  be  remembered,  has  not  parted  with  all  the 
marks  oj  fotereigniy.  la  the  midft  of  bis  prodigality  to  his  children, 
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Gon.  Come,  fir; 

This  admiration  is  much  o’  the  favour  * 

Of  other  your  new  pranks.  I do  befeech  you 
To  undcrftand  my  purpofes  aright: 

As  you  are  old  and  reverend,  you  fliould  be  wife  : * 
Here  do  you  keep  a hundred  knights  and  fquires; 
Men  fo  diforder’d,  fo  debauch’d,  and  bold, 

That  this  our  court,  infc&ed  with  their  manners. 
Shows  like  a riotous  inn:  epicurifin  and  lull 
Make  it  more  like  a tavern,  or  a brothel, 


he  referred  to  bimfelf  the  name  and  all  the  additions  to  a ling.  — . 
Shakfpcarc  often  means  more  than  he  exprefles.  Lear  has  juft  afkcd 
whether  he  is  a (hadow.  I with,  he  adds,  to  be  refolvcd  on  this 
point  ; for  if  I were  to  judge  by  the  marks  of  fovereignty,  and 
the  confcioufnefs  of  realon,  1 (bould  be  perfuaded  that  1 am  not 
a fhadow,  but  a man,  a king,  a father.  But  this  litter  perfuafion 
is  falie  ; for  thofe  whom  I thought  my  daughters,  arc  unnatural 
tags , and  never  proceeded  from  thefe  leins. 

As  therefore  1 am  not  a father,  fo  neither  may  I be  an  embodied 
being  } I may  yet  be  a (hadow.  However,  let  me  be  ccitaiu.  Tout 
name,  fair  gentlewoman  ? 

All  the  late  editions,  without  authority,  read  — by  the  marks  of 
fovereignty,  oj  knowledge,  and  of  reafon.  — The  words  — 1 would 
learn  thalt  See.  to — an  obedient  father^  are  omitted  in  the  folio. 

Malone. 

* Which  they  trill  moie  an  obedient  father.]  Which , is  ou  this 
occahon  ufed  with  two  deviations  from  prelent  language.  It  is 
referred,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  grammarians,  to  the  pronoun  /, 
and  is  employed,  according  to  a mode  now  obfolete,  for  uAcm, 
the  accufative  cafe  of  who.  Steevens. 

3 o' the  favour  — J i.  c.  of  the  complexion.  So,  in 

Julius  Crtjar  : 

In  favour’s  like  the  work  we  have  in  hand.*'  Steevens. 

4 As  you  art  old  and  reverend , you  (houtd  be  wife:]  The  redun- 
dancy of  this  line  couvioces  roe  of  ns  interpolation.  What  will  the 
reader  lofe  by  the  omifiion  of  the  woidt-yetr  Jhouldf  1 would  print: 

As  you  are  old  and  reverend,  ie  wife  : 

In  the  fourth  line  from  this,  the  epithet — riotous,  might  for  the 
fame  tcafnn  be  omitted.  To  make  an  inn  of  a private  hnufe,  by 
taking  unwarrantable  liberties  iu  it,  is  Bill  a common  pliralc. 
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Than  a grac’d  palace.3  Tlic  lLamc  iifelf  doth  fpcak 

For  inft&nt  remedy  : Be  then  dcfir’d 

liy  her,  that  elfe  will  take  the  thing  /lie  begs, 

A little  to  difquantity  your  train ; 4 
And  the  remainder,  that  fliall  hill  depend,  5 
To  be  Inch  men  as  may  befort  your  age, 

And  know  themfelves  and  you. 

Lear.  Darkncfs  and  devils ! — — 

Saddle  my  horfes;  call  my  train  together,  — 
Degenerate  baflard ! I’ll  not  trouble  thee; 

Yet  have  1 left  a daughter. 

Gon.  You  fluke  my  people ; and  your  diforder’d 
rabble 

Make  fervauts  of  their  betters. 


5 . . ■ ■ a grac'd  falaer.  ] A palace  graced  by  the  prefence  of  a 
fovcrcigo.  Warburton. 

4 A little  to  dif.jvaztUy  your  train;]  A little  it  the  common 
reading;  but  it  appears,  from  what  Lear  fays  in  the  next  fetne, 
that  this  number  fifty  was  required  to  be  cut  off,  which  (as  the 
editions  flood  J is  no  where  fpecified  by  Goneiil.  Pope. 

Mr.  Pope  for  ^ A little  fubftituted  — Of  fifty,  Malonf. 

If  \fr.  Pope  had  examined  the  old  copies  as  accurately  as  he 
pretended  to  have  done,  he  would  have  fouud,  in  the  firfi  folio, 
that  Lear  had  an  exit  maiked  for  him  after  thefe  words  — 

To  have  a thaukiefs  child.  — Away,  away, 
and  goes  out,  while  Albany  and  Goneri)  have  a Qiort  conference 
of  two  fpeechcs  ; and  then  returns  in  a Bill  greater  paffiou,  having 
been  informed  (as  it  fhould  feem)  of  the  exprefs  number,  without: 
41  What?  fifty  of  my  followers  at  a clap!” 

This  renders  all  change  nctdleG ; and  away,  away,  being  re- 
florcJ,  prevents  the  repetition  of  go,  go,  viy  people;  which,  as  the 
text  (too J before  this  regulation,  concluded  both  that  and  the 
foregoing  fpeech.  Goneril  with  great  art,  is  made  to  avoid  men- 
tioning the  limited  number;  and  leaves  her  father  to  be  iuformed 
of  it  by  accident,  which  fhe  knew  would  be  the  cafe  as  loon  as 
he  left  her  ptefcuce.  SittVLNs. 

! — — jfffl  depend,  ] Depend^  for  continue  in  fcrvice. 

Warburton 
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Enter  Albany. 

Lear.  Woe,  that  too  late  repents,6 — O,  fir,  are 
yon  come?  ’ 

Is  ityonr  will?  [to  Alb.  ] Speak,  Or. — Prepare  my 
liorfcs. 

Ingratitude  ! thon  marble-hearted  fiend, 

More  hideous,  when  thou  fhow’ft  thee  in  a child. 
Than  the  fca-mouflcr!  * 

Alb.  Pray,  fir,  be  patient. 5 

Lear.  Dctefled  kite  ! thou  lieft:  [ to  Goneril. 
My  train  are  men  of  choice  and  rarcfl  parts. 

That  all  particulars  of  duty  know  ; 

And  in  the  mod  exaft  regard  fupport 

The  worfliips  of  their  name. — O mod  fmall  fanlt, 

How  ugly  didfl  thou  in  Cordelia  fliow  ! 

Which,  like  an  engine,*  wrench’d  my  frame  of 
nature 


0 Woe,  that  tot  latt  repents , ] This  is  the  reading  of  the  folio. 
Both  the  quartos — for  Woe%  have  IVr,  and  that  of  which  the  firft 
iignafure  is  B,  reads — We  that  too  late  rtfenf s — f i.  e.  repent  vs: 
which  1 fufped  is  the  true  reading.  Shakfpeare  might  have  had 
7 ht  yiinowr  for  M ogiftrates,  in  his  thoughts: 

“ They  call'd  him  doting  foole,  all  his  requefts  debarr’d, 

44  Demandiug  if  with  life  he  were  not  well  content: 

“ Then  he  too  late  his  rigour  did  repent 

44  'Gaitift  me,—.”  Story  of  Queen  Cordila.  Malone. 

Mv  copy  of  the  quarto,  of  which  the  full  figuaturc  is  A,  reads  : 
— W*  that  too  late  repent's  us."  Stf.fvrnj*. 

7 0 , arc  you  tom*?]  Thefe  words  ate  not  in  the  folio. 

Malone. 

• Than  the  fra-monjler ! ] Mr.  Upton  obferves,  that  the  fea- 
monfter  is  the  Hippopotamus,  the  hieroglyphics!  fymbol  of  impiety 
and  ingratitude.  Sandys,  in  his  travels,  fays  — 44  that  be  killeth 
bis  fire,  and  ravifheth  his  own  dam.”  Steevens. 

9 Pray,  jS rt  ht  patient.  ] The  quartos  omit  this  fpcech. 


Steevens. 

Hie  an  engine,]  Mr.  Edwards  copjc&urcs  that  by  an  c»- 
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From  the  fix'd  place ; drew  from  my  heart  all  love. 
And  added  to  the  gall.  O Lear,  Lear,  Lear  ! 

Beat  at  this  gate,  that  let  thy  folly  in, 

[Jlr iking  his  head. 

And  thy  dear  judgement  out! — Go,  go,  my  people.* 
Alb.  My  lord,  I am  guiltlefs,  as  I am  ignorant 
Of  what  hath  mov’d  you.4 

Lear.  It  may  be  fo,  my  lord. — Hear,  Nature, 
hear ; 

Dear  goddefs,  hear!  Sufpend  thy  purpofe,  if 
Thou  didfl  intend  to  make  this  creature  fruitfal ! 
Into  her  womb  convey  flerility  ! 

Dry  up  in  her  the  organs  of  increafc ; 

ginc  is  meant  the  rack . He  ii  right.  To  engine  is,  in  Chaucer, 
to  Jlroin  upon  the  rack;  and  in  the  following  paffage  from  The 
Three  Lords  of  London , iSqo,  engine  feems  to  be  ufed  for  the  fame 
iuflrument  of  torture  : 

44  From  Spain  they  come  with  engine  and  intent 
44  To  flay,  fuhdue,  to  triumph,  and  torment  .** 

Again,  in  The  Night-Walker,  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 

44  Their  fouls  (hot  through  with  adders,  torn  on  engines.** 

Steevfns. 

• — — Go*  go,  my  people.  ] Perhaps  thefe  words  ought  to  bo 
regulated  differently  : 

Go,  go:  — ray  people! 

By  Albany’s  anfwer  it  fhould  feem  that  he  had  endeavoured  t® 
appeafc  Lear’s  anger  ; and  perhaps  it  was  intended  by  the  author 
that  he  (liould  here  be  put  back  by  the  king  with  thefe  words,-— 
44  Go,  go;’*  and  that  Lear  lliould  then  turn  Ii  a ft  i 1 y from  his  (on* 
in-law,  and  call  his  train:  44  My  people!”  Mes  gens,  Fr.  S®, 

in  a former  paM  of  this  feene: 

«•  You  ftrike  my  people ; and  your  difordcr’d  rabble 
“ Make  fervants  of  their  belters.  ** 

Again,  in  Othello,  Ad  I.  fc.  i: 

“ — Call  up  my  people.** 

However  the  paflage  be  underflood,  thefe  Utter  words  muff 
bear  this  feofe.  The  meaning  of  tire  whole,  indeed,  may  be 
only — “Away,  away,  my  followers!”  Malone. 

With  Mr.  Malone's  la  ft  explanation  I am  pcrfedly  fatisned. 

STfctVENS. 

* Of  whst  hath  mov'd  you.  ] Omitted  in  the  quartos. 

Stebvihs. 


KING  LEAR. 


33 1 


And  from  lier  derogate  body5  never  fpring 
A babe  to  honour  her!  IF  flic  mud  teem, 

Create  her  child  of  fplecn;  that  it  may  live, 

And  be  a thwart6  difnatur’d  1 torment  to  her! 

Let  it  damp  wrinkles  in  her  brow  of  youth  ; 

With  cadent  tears  8 fret  channels  in  her  cheeks ; 
Turn  all  her  mother’s  pains,  and  benefits, 

To  laughter  and  contempt ; 9 that  die  may  feel 

1 IBM  Jrom  her  derogate  hoi)  — ] Derogate  for  unnatural* 

Warburton. 

Rather,  I think,  degraded ; blajtd.  Johnson. 

Her  fhrunk  and  wafted  body.  See  Bullokar's  F.nglijh  ExpoJUor% 
1G16  : “ Derogate.  To  impaire,  dimioifh.  or  take  away.'* 

Malone* 

Degraded  (Dr.  Johnfoo's  firft  explanation  ) is  furely  the  true  one. 
So,  in  Cymbeline  : “ Is  there  no  derogation  in’t? — You  caunot  de- 
rogate, my  lord,”  i.  e.  degrade  yourfclf.  Steevens. 

* — ■■  thwart  >.  ■■  ] Thwart  as  a noun  adjedive  is  not  frequent 
in  our  language,  it  is  however  to  be  found  in  Promos  and  Cojfandrat 
1578,  11  Sitb  fortune  thwart  doth  crofle  my  joys  with  care.” 

Henderson. 

1 1—  difnatur'd ■ ■ ■■■]  Difnatnr  d it  wantiug  natural  affc&ion. 
So  Daniel,  in  Hymen  s Triumph,  i6j3  : 

“ I am  not  fo  denatured  a man.”  Steevens. 

* — • cadent  tears  — ] i.  e.  Falling  tears.  Dr.£Warburtom 
would  read  candent . Steevens. 

The  words — iUJt  hot  tears,  in  Lear’s  next  fpeech,  may  feem  to 
authorize  the  amendment ; but  the  prefeat  reading  is  right.  It  is 
a more  fevcrc  imprecation  to  wilh,  that  tears  by  conftant  flowing 
may  fret  channels  in  the  cheeks,  which  implies  a long  life  of 
wretchednefs,  than  to  wifh  that  thofc  channels  fliould  be  made  br 
fealding tears,  which  docs  not  mark  the  fame  continuation  of  mifeTy. 

The  fame  thought  occurs  in  Troilue  and  Crtjfida , A CL  V*  fc.  iii. 
“ Not  Priamus  and  Hecuba  on  knees, 

“ Their  eyes  o'er-galled  with  rtcourjt  of  tears,'* 
fhould  prevent  his  going  to  the  field.  M.  Mason. 

9 Turn  all  her  mother’s  pains,  and  benefits, 

To  laughter  and  contempt ; ] “ Her  mother's  pains"  here  fignifies, 
»ot  bodily  fuffrnngs,  or  the  throes  of  child-birth,  (with  which 
ibis  “ denatured  babe"  being  unacquainted,  it  could  not  deride  or 
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How  fharper  than  a fcrpcnt’s  tooth  it  is 
To  have  a thauklefs  child  ! — Away,  away ! [ Exit. 
Alb.  Now,  gods,  that  we  adore,  whereof  comes 
this  ? 

Gon.  Never  afflift  yourfelf  to  know  the  caufe; 
But  let  his  difpofition  have  that  Icope 
That  dotage  gives  it. 

Re-enter  Lear. 

Lear.  What,  fifty  of  my  followers,  at  a clap  ! 
Within  a fortnight  ? 

Alb.  What’s  the  matter,  fir  ? 

Lear.  I’ll  tell  thee; — Life  and  death!  I am 
afhara’d 

That  thou  hah  power  to  fiiake  my  manhood  thus: 

[ to  Goneril. 

That  thefe  hot  tears,*  which  break  lrom  me  per- 
force. 

Should  make  thee  worth  them. — Wafts  and  fogs 
upon  thee! 

efefpife  them,)  but  maternal  cares;  the  folicitude  of  a mother  for  the 
welfare  of  her  child.  So,  in  King  Richard  III: 

“ *Tis  time  to  fpeak  j my  pains  are  quite  forgot.** 

Dtntjils  mean  good  offices;  her  kind  and  beneficent  attention  to  the 
education  of  her  offspring,  See.  Mr.  Roderick  has,  in  mv  opinion, 
explained  both  thefe  word*  wrong.  He  is  equally  miftaken  in 
fuppofiug  that  the  fex  of  thii  child  it  afcertauied  by  the  word  her; 
which  clearly  relates,  not  to  Goucril't  iflue,  but  to  keifclf.  li  Her 
motbei's  pains"  means — tbe  pains  which  (he  ( Goner  t7)  takes  as  a 
mother . Malone. 

* That  thefe  hot  iearst  S:c.]  I will  tranferibe  this  paflage  from 
the  firft  edition,  that  it  may  appear  to  thole  who  are  unacquainted 
with  old  books,  what  is  the  difficulty  of  revilion,  and  what  indul- 
gence is  due  to  thofe  that  endeavour  to  reftorc  corrupted  paflages 

I hat  thefe  hot  /ran,  that  brtake  from  me  perforce,  Jhould  make  the 
xvotjl  hiujts  and  fcgt  upon  the  untender  uoundings  of  a father's  curfe , 
perufe  every  Jenft  about  the  aid  fond  eyts%  ktveep  this  caufe  again , 
SkC.  Johnson. 
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The  untented  woundings  * of  a father’s  curfe 
Pierce  every  fenfe  about  thee  ! — Old  fond  eyes, 
Beweep  this  caufe  again,  I’ll  pluck  you  out; 

And  caftyou,  with  the  waters  that  you  lofc,* 

To  temper  clay. — Ha  ! is  it  come  to  this? 

Let  it  be  fo:5 — Yet  have  I left  a daughter. 

Who,  1 am  fure,  is  kind  and  comfortable  ; 

When  fhe  fhall  hear  this  of  thee,  with  her  nails 
She’ll  flay  thy  wolfifli  vifage.  Thou  flialt  find, 
That  I’ll  refume  the  fhape  which  thou  dofl  think 
1 have  call  off  for  ever;  thou  flialt,  I warrant  thee.® 
[ Exeunt  Lear,  Kent,  and  Attendants. 
Gon.  Do  you  mark  that,  ray  lord? 

Alb.  I cannot  be  fo  partial,  Goneril, 

To  the  great  love  I bear  you, — 

Gon.  Pray  you,  content.— What,  Ofwald,  ho* 
You,  fir,  more  knave  than  fool,  after  your  mailer. 

[ To  the  Fool. 

Fool.  Nnncle  Lear,  nuncle  Lear,  tarry,  and 
take  the  fool  with  thee. 


’ Til  uatcnted  moundiigi  ■ ■ ] Vtilnlid  wounds,  means 

wounds  in  their  woift  Hate,  not  having  a tent  in  them  to  digeft 
them;  and  may  poffibly  Ggnify  here  fuch  as  will  not  admit  of 
haviag  a lent  put  into  them  for  that  puipofe.  Ouc  of  the  quarto* 
Teadi,  untender.  Stekvins. 

4 that  you  lofc,]  The  quartos  read — that  yoo  malt, 

SrEcviNt, 

* Let  it  be  fo:  kc.  ] The  reading  is  here  gleaned  up,  par  t from 
the  firft,  and  part  from  the  fecond  edition.  Johnson. 

Lit  it  bt/Oy  is  omitted  in  the  quartos.  Steevens. 

And  is  it  comt  to  this  is  omitted  in  the  folio.  Tit  have  / lip  « 
daughter  is  the  reading  of  the  quartos;  the  folio  has,  I kavt  another 
da  gktiTm  M A LOME. 

*  thou  Jh ally  / varrenf  thet.  ] Theft  words  art  twitted  io 

the  folio.  Malone. 
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A fox,  when  one  has  cangbt  her. 

And  fuch  a daughter, 

Should  fure  to  the  flanghter, 

If  my  cap  would  buy  a halter  ; 

So  the  fool  follows  after.  [ Exit. 

*Gon.‘  This  man  hath  had  good  counfel:  — A 
hundred  knights ! 

'Tis  politick,  and  fafe,  to  let  him  keep 
At  point, 7 a hundred  knights.  Yes,  that  on  every 
dream, 

Each  bnz,  each  fancy,  each  complaint,  diflike, 

He  may  enguard  his  dotage  with  their  powers, 
And  hold  our  lives  in  mercy. 8 — Ofwald,  I fay!— 
Alb.  Well,  yon  may  fear  too  far. 

Gos.  Safer  than  trail : * 

Let  me  flill  take  away  the  harms  I fear. 

Not  fear  flill  to  be  taken.  I know  his  heart: 

What  be  hath  utter’d,  I have  writ  my  filler; 

If  fhe  fufiain  him  and  his  hundred  knights. 

When  I have  fhow’d  the  unfitnefs,*— How  now, 
Ofwald  ?’ 


* *Gon.  ] All  from  this  afterifle  to  the  next,  is  omitted  in  the 
quartos.  Stelvens. 

7 At  point,]  1 believe,  means  completely  armed,  and  confe- 
quemly  ready  at  appointment  or  command  on  the  flighted  notice. 

Steeveks. 

• And  hold  our  lives  in  mercy.  ] Thoi  the  old  copies.  Mr.  Pope 
who  could  not  endure  that  the  language  of  Shakfpcare’s  age  fliould 
not  corrcfpond  in  every  inflancc  with  that  of  modern  times,  reads 
— 4/  mercy;  and  the  fubfequent  editors  have  adopted  his  innova- 
tion. Malone. 

9 Sajtr  than  trujl:]  Here  the  old  copies  add— too  fart  as  if 
thefe  words  were  uot  implied  in  the  anfurer  of  Gooeril.  The  re- 
dundancy of  the  metre  authorizes  the  prefect  omiffion.  Stieveni. 

— How  now,  Ofwald ? See.  1 The  quartos  read  — wkad 
(Pfwatd,  ha! 

Ofw.  Here,  madam. 

Con.  ft hat%  have  yon  writ  this  Utter } fcc.  STiiVIMf. 
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Enter  Steward. 

What,  have  you  writ  that  letter  to  my  filler  ? 
Stew.  Ay,  madam. 

Gon.  Take  you  fome  company,  and  away  ts 
horfe: 

Inform  her  full  of  my  particular  fear; 

And  thereto  add  fuch  reafons  of  your  own. 

As  may  compail  it  more.3  Get  you  gone; 

And  hallen  your  return.  [ Exit  Stew.  ] No,  no,  my 
lord, 

This  milky  gentlenefs,  and  conrfe  of  yours, 
Though  I condemn  it  not,  yet,  under  pardon, 
You  are  much  more  attalk’d 4 for  want  ofwifdom. 


9 — — tompafl  it  more.  ] Unite  one  circumftance  with  another, 
fo  xi  to  make  x confident  account.  Johnson. 

More  is  here  ufed  as  a diffy liable.  Malone. 

I mud  ftrtl  withhold  my  a (lent  from  fuch  new  diffy]  tables.  Some 
mouofyllable  has  in  this  place  been  omitted.  Feihaps  the  author 
wrote — 

Go,  get  you  gone.  Steevens. 

4 more  attack'd  — — ] It  is  a common  phrafe  now  with  pa- 
rents and  goveroeffes:  I'll  take  you  to  tajk , i.  e.  J mill  reprehend 

and  correfl  you.  To  be  at  tajk , therefore,  is  to  be  Liable  to  repre - 
Atnfton  and  correction.  Johnson. 

Both  the  quartos  inflead  of  at  tajk — read*  at  apt.  A late  editor 
of  King  Ltary  fMr.Jenuens]  fays,  that  the  firft  quarto  reads—  at- 
iaJk'J  ; but  unlefs  there  be  a third  quarto  which  1 have  never  feed 
or  heard  of,  his  affertion  is  erroneous.  Steevens. 

The  quarto  printed  by  N.  Butter,  160S,  of  which  the  firft.  fig- 
nature  is  B,  reads — attajk'd  for  want  of  wifdom.  The  other  quarto 
printed  by  the  fame  printer  in  the  fame  year,  of  which  the  firft 
fjgnature  is  A,  reads—  alapt  for  want  of  wifdom,  8cc.  Three  copies 
of  the  quarto  firft  deferibed,  ( which  concur  in  reading  attajk'dy  } 
xml  one  copy  of  the  other  quarto,  are  now  before  me.  The  folio 
reads— at  tajk. — The  quartos  have  praife  ioftead  of  prais'd.  Attajk'd 
1 fuppofc,  means,  charged , cenfured . So,  in  King  Henry  IV : 

••  How  Chow'd  hit  tajking ? feem’d  ilia  contempt?" 
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Than  prais’d  for  harmful  mildnefs. 

Aib.  How  far  your  eyes  may  pierce,  I cannot 
tell  ; 

Striving  to  better,  oft  we  mar  what’s  well.  5 
Gon.  Nay,  then  — 

Alb.  Well,  well ; the  event.  [ Exeunt. 


See  Vol.  XII.  p.  38 7.  n.  3. 

la  the  aotei  on  this  play  I Hi  all  hereafter  call  the  quarto  full 
mentioned,  quarto  B;  the  other,  quarto  A.  Malonf. 

Both  the  quartos  deferibed  by  Mr.  Malone  are  at  this  inRant 
before  me,  and  they  concur  in  reading — alapl.  I have  left  my  two 
copies  of  Butter's  publication  ( which  I had  formerly  the  honour 
of  leading  to  Mr.  Malone)  at  the  (hop  of  Mcfheurs  White,  Book, 
fellers,  in  Fleet direct. 

I have  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  Mr.  Malone  and  myfelf 
are  equally  juHi&able  in  our  affertions,  though  they  contradid  each 
other;  for  it  appears  to  me  that  foine  of  the  quartos  (like  the  folio 
i623)  muft  have  been  partially  correded  while  at  ptefs.  Confe. 
quently  the  copies  6rR  worked  o(T,  efcapcd  without  corredion. 
Such  is  the  cafe  refpeding  two  of  the  three  quartos  (for  three  there 
are)  of  King  Htnry  IV.  P.  II.  1600.  Siekvens. 

The  word  tojk  is  frequently  ufed  by  Shakfptarc,  and  indeed  by 
Other  writers  ot  his  time,  in  the  fenfe  of  tax.  Gonenl  means  to 
fry.  that  he  was  more  taxed  for  waat  of  wifdom,  than  praifed  for 
zuildnefs. 

So,  in  Tke  IJiand  Princtji , of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Quifana 
fays  to  Ruy  Dias : 

“ You  are  too  faucy,  too  impudent, 

44  To  tojk  me  with  tbofe  errors."  M.  Mason. 

8 Striving  to  bilttr%  ojt  vt  mar  tvkai's  will.  ] So,  in  our  author's 
103d  Sonnet  : 

44  Were  it  not  finful  then,  Jtriving  to  mm</, 

44  To  mar  tit  fubjtft  that  bijou  waswtll!"  Maloni. 
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SCENE  V. 

Court  before  the  fame. 

Enter  Lear,  Kent,  and  Fool. 

Lear.  Go  you  before  to  Glofter  with  thefe  let- 
ters : acquaint  my  daughter  no  further  with  any 
thing  you  know,  than  comes  from  her  demand  out 
of  the  letter:  If  your  diligence  be  not  fpeedy,  I 
fball  be  there  before  you. 11 

Kent.  1 will  not  fleep,  my  lord,  till  I have  de- 
livered your  letter.  [ Exit. 

Fool.  If  a man’s  brains  were  in  his  heels,  were’t 
not  in  danger  of  kibes  ? 

Lear.  Ay,  boy. 

Fool.  Then,  I pr’ytbee,  be  merry  ; thy  wit  (ball 
not  go  llip-lhod.  ' 

Lear.  *Fla  , ha,  ha ! 


6 — 1 tktn  befoti  you,  ] He  feeras  to  intend  to  go  to  his  daugh- 
ter, but  it  appears  afterward  that  he  is  going  to  the  boufe  of 
Clohcr.  Johnson. 

The  word  tktn  in  this  fpeech  (hews,  that  when  the  king  fays, 
“ Go  you  before  to  Glofttrf  he  means  the  town  of  Glofter,  which, 
as  Mr.  Jyrwhitt  has  obferved,  Shnkfpcarc  chofe  to  make  tbe  Tcfi- 
dence  of  the  duke  of  Corawail  and  Regan,  in  order  to  give  a pro- 
bability to  their  felting  out  late  fora  thence,  on  a viGt  to  the  cart 
of  Glofter,  whole  caftle  our  poet  conceived  to  be  in,ihe  neighbour- 
hood of  that  city.  Our  old  Englilh  earls  ufaally  refided  in  the 
counties  from  whence  they  look  their  titles.  Lear,  not  finding 
bis  fon- in-law  and  bis  wife  at  home,  follows  them  to  tbe  catl  of 
Clofter’s  cattle.  See  Mr.  Tyrwhitt’s  note,  in  p.  371,  n.  4. 

MalonkV 

Vox..  XX/  % 
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Fool.  Shalt  fee,  thy  other  daughter  will  nfe  thee 
kindly:'  for  though  flic’s  as  like  this  as  a crab  is 
like  an  apple,  yet  1 can  tell  what  I can  tell. 

Lear.  Why,  what  can  (I  thou  tell,  my  boy?* 

Fool.  She  will  tafte  as  like  this,  as  a crab  dors 
to  a crab.  Thou  canft  tell,  why  one’s  note  Hands 
i’  the  middle  of  his  face  ? 

Lear.  No. 

Fool.  Why,  to  keep  his  eyes  on  either  fide  his 
nofc  ; that  what  a man  cannot  fmell  out,  he  may 
fpy  into. 

Lear.  I did  her  wrong: s— 

Fool.  Can'll  tell  how  an  oyfter  makes  his  fliell? 

Lear.  No. 

Fool.  Nor  I neither  ; but  I can  tell  why  a fnail 
has  a honfe. 

Lear.  Why? 

Fool.  Why,  to  put  his  head  in  ; not  to  give  it 
away  to  his  daughters,  and  leave  his  horns  without 
a cafe.  * 

Lear.  I will  forget  my  nature. — So  kind  a fa- 
ther!— Be  my  hortes  ready? 

Fool.  Thy  alTes  aregone  about  ’em.  The  reafon 
why  the  feveri  liars  are  no  more  than  feven,  is  a 
pretty  reafon. 

Lear.  Becaufe  they  are  not  eight? 

7 thy  other  daughter  will  uft  thee  kindly:  ] The  Fool  ufet 

the  word  kindly  here  in  two  fenfes  ; il  meant  o<Je8ionaltlyy  and  like 
the  reft  of  her  kind . M.  Mason. 

* Why.  u hnt  tanjl  thou  tell%  my  boy  t ] So  the  quartos.  The 
folio  reads—  What  caofl  tell,  boy  t Malonf. 

• I did  her  uneng;]  He  it  muling  ou  Cordelia.  Johnson. 
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Fool.  Yes,  indeed  : Thou  vvould’ft  make  a good 
fool. 

Lear.  To  take  it  again  perforce  !*  — Monfter 
ingratitude  ! 

Foot..  If  thou  wert  my  fool,  nnnclc,  I'd  have 
thee  beaten  for  being  old  before  thy  time. 

Lear.  How’s  that? 

Fool,  i hou  fhould’fl  not  have  been  old,  before 
thou  hadft  been  wife. 

Lear.  O let  me  not  be  mad,  not  mad,  fweel 
heaven  ! 

Keep  me  in  temper  ; I would  not  be  mad! — 


Enter  Gentleman. 

How  now!  Arc  the  horfes  ready? 

Gent.  Ready,  my  lord. 

Lear.  Come,  boy. 

• To  take  it  again  perforce!  ] He  il  meditating  on  the  refumptioft 
©f  hit  royalty.  Johnson. 

He  it  rather  meditating  on  his  daughter*!  having  in  fo  violent 
i manner  deprived  him  of  thole  privileges  which  before  fhe  had 
agreed  to  graut  him.  SikBvsNS. 

The  fubjeft  of  Lear’s  meditation  is  the  refumption  of  that  moiety 
of  the  kingdom  which  he  had  given  to  Goneril.  This  was  what 
Albany  apprehended,  when  lie  replied  to  the  upbraiding!  of  his 
wife:  — “Well,  well;  the  event — what  Lear  hioffclf  projefled 
when  he  left  Goneril  to  go  to  Regan:  — 

•* Yet  ( have  left  a daughter, 

44  Who,  1 am  furc,  is  kind  and  comfortable; 

44  When  fhe  fh all  hear  this  of  thee,  with  her  naill 
44  She’ll  flay  thy  wolhfh  vifage  Thou  fhalt  find, 

44  That  i'll  re/umi  Ike Jhafty  which  thou  doji  think 

44  J have  cajl  off  for  ever ; thou  fhalt,  I warrant  thee.” 

And  what  Curau  afterwards  refers  to,  when  he  afks  Edmund  : 
44  Have  you  heard  of  no  likely  wan  toward,  ’tuixt  the  dukes  of 
Cornwall  and  Albany?"  Hinlcy. 

Z a 
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Fool.  She  that  is  maid  now,  and  laughs  at  my 
departure, 

Shall  not  be  a maid  long,  unlcfs  things  be  cut 
Ihorter/  [ Exeunt . 


ACT  II.  SCENE  I. 

A Court  within  the  Cajlle  of  the  earl  of  Glofle*. 


Enter  Edmund  and,  Curan,  meeting. 


Edm.  Save  thee,  Curan. 

Cur.  And  yon,  fir.  I have  been  with  yonr  fa- 
ther ; and  given  him  notice,  that  the  duke  of 
Cornwall,  and  Regan  his  duchefs,  will  be  here  with 
him  to-night. 

Edm.  How  comes  that? 

Cur.  Nay,  lknow  not:  Yon  have  heard  of  th« 
news  abroad ; I mean,  the  whifper’d  ones,  for  they 
are  yet  but  ear-killing  arguments  ?3 

Edm.  Not  1 ; ’Pray  you,  what  arc  they  ? 

**  — — «a Iff*  things  hi  tut  Jhertir.  ] This  idle  couplet  la  appa- 
rently addreffed  to  Ibe  female,  prefect  at  the  performance  of  tha 
play  ) and,  not  improbably,  crept  into  the  playboufa  copy  from 
the  mouth  of  Tome  buffoon  affor,  who  “ fpoke  more  than  war  fat 
down  for  him." 

1 am  aware,  that  fnch  libertiei  were  exercifed  by  the  author)  of 
Leer iar,  tcc  j bnt  can  fucb  anothar  offenfive  and  extraneous  addrefe 
to  the  audience  be  pointed  out  among  all  the  dramas  of  Sbakfpeare f 

STtaviM*. 

9 aar-kifiic;  orgumint)  ? ] Etr-iiffing  trgnmnti  mean)  tkat 

thay  are  yat  in  tcaltty  only  vki/pir'd  eats.  Siaavata, 
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Cor/  Have  you  heard  of  no  likely  wars  toward, 
’twixt  the  dukes  of  Cornwall  and  Albany? 

Edm.  Not  a word. 

Cur.  You  may  then,  in  time.  Fare  you  well,  fir, 

, < [ Exit. 

Edm.  The  duke  be  here  to-night?  The  better! 
Beft! 

This  weaves  itfelf  perforce  into  mybufinefs! 

My  father  hath  fet  guard  to  take  my  brother; 

And  I have  one  thing,  of  a queazy  queflion,* 
Which  I muftaft: — Briefnefs,  and  fortune,  work !— . 
Brother,  a word; — defeend: — Brother,  1 fay; 

Enter  Edgar. 

My  father  watches: — O fir;  fly  this  place; 
Intelligence  is  given  where  you  are  hid  ; 

You  have  now  the  good  advantage  of  the  night:— 
Have  you  not  fpoken ’gainft  the  duke  of  Cornwall? 


* Cur.  ] This  and  the  following  fpeech,  are  omitted  in  one  of  the 
quartos.  Steevbns. 

6 queazy  quejlian,  ] Something  of  a fufpitious , fueJlionablet 

and  uncertain  nature.  This  is,  I think  the  meaning.  Johnson. 

Queazy , I believe,  rather  means  delicate , u nfe tiled,  what  requires 
to  be  handled  nicely.  So,  Ben  Jonfon,  in  Sejanus  : 

44  Thofe  times  are  fomewhat  qu etfy  to  be  touch'd  — 

44  Have  you  not  feen  or  read  part  of  his  book  ?” 

Again,  in  Letters  from  the  Pajlon  Family , Vol.  XI.  p.  127. 
tt  — the  world  feeraetu  queafy  here.'* 

Again,  in  Ben  Jonfon's  New  Inn: 

44  Notes  of  a queafy  and  fick  ftomach,  labouring 
44  With  want  of  a true  injury." 

Again,  iu  Muck  Ado  about  Nothing: 

44  Defpight  of  his  quick  wit,  and  queasy  ftomach.” 

Stbbve  hi. 

Queazy  it  dill  ufed  in  Devonfhire,  to  expref*  that  fickifhnef*  of 
ft oraacb  which  the  flighted  difguft  is  apt  to  provoke.  H sn my. 
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1 Ic’s  coming  hither  ; now,  i’  the  night,  i’  the  hafle,* 
And  Regan  with  him;  Have  you  nothing  faid 
Upon  Ins  party  ’gainft  the  duke  of  Albany?6 7 
Advife  yonrfelf.8 9 

Edg.  I am  fare  on’t,  not  a word. 

Edm.  I hear  my  father  coming, — Pardon  tne: — 
In  cunuing,  1 mutt  draw  my  ftvord  upon  you  : — 
Draw:  Seem  tp  defend  yourfelf:  Now  quit  you 
well. 

Yield:  — come  before  my  father; — Light,  lto, 
here  ! — 

l'ly, brother ; — Torches!  torches! — So,  farewell.— 

[ Exit  Edgar. 

Some  blood  drawn  on  me  would  beget  opinion 

[wounds  his  arm. 
Of  my  more  fierce  endeavour : I have  feen  drunk- 
ards 

Do  more  than  this  in  fport. 8 — Father!  father! 
Stop,  Hop  ! No  help? 

6 ■ — - i'  the  hafle,  ] I fhould  have  fuppofed  we  oueht  to  read 
onlv — in  hafle,  had  1 not  met  with  our  author's  preftm  pbrafe  iu 
XII  merry  Jtjli  of  iht  \\)ddou-  Ertylh,  liyl: 

“ I'o  Lot. don  they  to^.ke  in  all  tie  hafle, 

41  They  wolde  not  once  tarry  to  breake  their  faRc.*’ 

Steevens. 

7 — — — Nave  you  nothing  /aid 

V pin  kit  f>arty  ' gain  ft  ike  duke  of  Albany?]  The  meaning  is, 
have  tow  fail  nothin*  the  party  formed  by  him  a •ain/l  the  duie 

of  Albany  * Ha*mi.r. 

I cannot  but  think  the  line  corrupted,  and  would  read  : 

Againfi  his  party,  for  the  duke  of  Albany?  Johnson. 

Upon  Am  pa*?)-  — ■ j i.  e.  on  his  behalf.  Henley. 
f Advife  yau'Jtlf.  J i.  e conGder,  recoiled  yourfelf.  So,  ia 
Twelfth  Plight:  44  Advife  you  what  you  fay.“  Stelvens. 

9 - ■ - / A ate  feen  drunkards 

Do  mere  than  this  in  [port.]  So,  in  a paffage  already  quoted 
in  a noie  on  Tie  WinUr*s  Tale,  Aft  IT.  fc.  ii.  44  Have  I not  been 
rftuW  for  *our  health,  eat  glaflcs,  drunk  urine,  /lablr'd  arms , aud 
done  all  ofhcct  of  prolrfted  gallautry  for  your  fake 
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Enter  Gloster,  and  Servants  with  torches. 


Geo.  Now,  Edmund,  where’s  the  villain  ? 

Edm.  Here  flood  he  in  the  dark,  his  fharp  fword 
out, 

Mumbling  of  wicked  charms,  conjuring  the  moon* 
To  Hand  his  aufpicious  miflrefs  : — 

, Glo.  But  where  is  he  ? 

Edm.  Look,  fir,  I bleed. 

Glo.  Where  is  the  villain,  Edmund? 

Edm.  Fled  this  way,  fir.  When  by  no  means 
he  could  — 

Glo.  Purluc  him,  ho  ! — Go  after. — [Exit  Ser.] 
By  no  means, — what  ? 

Edm.  Perfuade  me  to  the  murder  of  your  lord- 
fhip ; 

But  that  I told  him,  the  revenging  gods 
’Gainfl  parricides  did  all  their  thunders4  bend; 
Spoke,  with  how  manifold  and  fining  a bond 
The  child  was  bound  to  the  father;  —Sir,  in  fine, 
Seeing  how  loathly  oppofite  l flood 

Rv  accident,  1 omitted  to  take  down  the  name  of  the  old  play 
from  which  this  paffage  wu  (defied.  Steevens. 

* Mumbling  of  wicked  ri*rmr,  conjuring  the  moon — ] This  was 
a proper  circumftancc  10  urge  to.Glotlcr;  who  appears*  by  what 
p -Hcd  between  him  and  his  bnftard  Ton  in  aforegoing  fccne,  to  be 
vtty  fupcrftitious  with  regard  to  this  matter.  W A KBt' 8 ton. 

The  quartos  read,  uatbiing  iuflead  of  mumbling.  Stkivsns. 

3 — — conjuring  the  WffOrt 

Tojiand  his  aufpicious  mifirefs:]  So,  in  All's  will  * Ihot  ends 
will : 

14  And  fortune  play  upon  thy  profperouft  helm, 

44  As  tk)  aujpuious  nnjhtjs.”  MALO-  r. 

4 . — their  IbunJtr:  - j Frifl  qua;  to  \ the  reft  bare  it,  tht 

tkumUr . JohnSO.m. 

Z 4 


.Digitized  by  Google 


KING  LEAR. 


344 

To  his  unnatural  pnrpofc,  in  fell  motion, 

With  his  prepared  fword,  he  charges  home 
My  unprovided  body,  lanc’d  mine  arm: 

But  when  he  faw  my  bell  alarum’d  fpirits, 

Bold  in  the  quarrel  s right,  rous'd  to  the  encounter, 
Or  whether  galled5  by  the  noife  1 made, 

Full  fuddenly  he  fled. 

Glo.  Let  him  fly  far:  , 

Not  in  this  land  fhall  he  remain  uncaught ; 

And  found — Defpatch. — 1 he  noble  duke  6 my  maf- 
ter. 

My  worthy  arch  ’ and  patron,  comes  to-night : 

By  his  anthority  1 will  proclaim  it, 

That  he,  which  finds  him,  fhall  deferve  our  thanks, 
Bringing  the  muiderous  coward  8 to  the  flake  ; 

He,  that  conceals  him,  death. 

Edm.  When  1 diffuaded  him  from  his  intent, 
And  found  him  pight  to  doit,  with  curd  fpecch* 


*  gafltd ) Frighted.  Johnson. 

So,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Wit  at  feveral  Weapons: 

11  — - either  the  figbt  of  the  lady  has  gajltd  him,  or  elfe  he's  drunk.** 

Steevlns. 

* Not  in  this  land  fhall  he  remain  uncaughl; 

And  found — Defpatch. — The  noble  dale  8ec.  ] The  fenfe  is  inter- 
rupted. He  fhall  be  caught — and  found,  he  Jhall  be  punijh'd. 
Defpatch.  Johnson. 

7 arch  — — ] i.  e.  Chief;  a word  now  ufed  only  in  com* 

pofiiioa,  as  arch-angel , arch-duke. 

So,  in  Heywood's  If  you  know  not  me , you  know  Nobody,  »6i3: 

“ Poole,  that  arch  for  truth  and  honefty.*'  Steevivs. 

*  murderous  coward J The  fiift  edition  reads  caitiff. 

Johnson. 

* And  found  him  pight  to  do  it , frith  cur  ft  fpeech ] Pight  is 

pitched , fixed,  fettled.  Curjl  is  fevere,  haifli,  vehemently  angry, 

Johnson. 

So,  in  the  old  morality  of  Lujly  Juventus , 1 56 K i 
“ Therefore  my  heart  is  furely  pyght 
“ Of  her  alone  to  have  a fight.'’ 
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I threaten’d  to  difcover  him:  He  replied, 

Thou  unpoffejfing  bajlard  ! doji  thou  tkink, 

If  I would  Jland  agair.Jl  thee,  would  the  repcfal  * 

Of  any  trujl,  virtue , or  worth,  in  thee 

Make  thy  words  faith'd?  No:  what  I Jhould  deny, 

(As  this  I would  ; ay,  though  thou  didjl  produce 

My  very  character,3 ) I'd  turn  it  all 

To  thy  fuggefion,  plot,  and  damned  prafiice : 

And  thou  mujl  make  a dullard  of  the  world , 4 
If  they  not  thought  the  profits  of  my  death 
Were  very  pregnant  and  potential  fpurs 5 
To  make  lliee feek  it. 

Glo.  Strong  and  fallen’ d villain  ! * 

Would  he  deny  his  letter?— . I never  got  him. ' 

[ Trumpets  within. 
Hark,  the  duke’s  trumpets ! I know  not  why  he 
comes:  — 

AH  ports  I’ll  bar  ; the  villain  fiiall  not  ’fcape  ; 

The  duke  nmft  grant  me  that : befides,  his  picture 


Thus,  in  Troilus  and  CuJJida  : 

“ tents 

M Thus  proudly  /if if  upon  our  Phrygian  plains." 

Stf.kvkni. 

9 would  the  rtfc/al  — ] i.  e.  Would  any  opinion  that  men 

liave  Tepofed  in  thy  tiuft,  virtue,  icc.  Wauurton. 

The  old  quarto  reads,  could  the  repo/ure.  Stelvins. 

5  though  thou  didjl  produce 

My  very  character, j i.  e.  my  very  handwriting . Sec 

Vol.  Vi.  p.  184,  n.  3.  Malone. 

4 make  a dullard  of  the  world , ] So,  in  Cymbtline  : 

“ What,  mak'tt  thou  m«  a dullard  in  this  afi?”  Srr.rvEN*. 

* pregnant  and  potential  fpurs  — ] Thus  the  quartos.  Folio: 

potential  Jfirils.  Malone. 

6 Strong  and  faften  d villain ! ] Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio 
Ttads — 0 Jirange  and  fatten'd  villain.  Malone. 

1 Would  he  deny  his  letter  ? — l never  got  him.  ] Thus  toe  quartos. 
The  folio  omits  the  words  — J never  got  himj  and,  inftead  of  then?( 
fubttitutci  — /aid  he  ? Malo.ni, 
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I will  fend  far  and  near,  that  all  the  kingdom 
May  have  due  note  of  him  ; and  of  my  land, 
Loyal  and  natural  boy,  I’ll  work  the  means 
To  make  thee  capable. 7 

Entrr  Cornwall,  Regan,  and  Attendants. 

Corn.  How  now,  my  noble  friend?  fince  1 came 
hither, 

(Which  I can  call  but  now,)  I have  heard  flrange 
news.® 

Reg.  Ifitbetrue,  all  vengeance  comes  too  Ihort, 
Which  can  purfuc  the  olfender.  How  doff,  my 
lord? 

Glo.  O,  madam,  my  old  heart  is  ctack’d,  is 
crack’d ! 

Reg.  What,  did  my  father's  godfon  feek  your 
life  ? 

He  whom  my  father  nam’d?  your  Edgar? 

Glo.  O,  lady,  lady,  fhainc  would  have  it  hid  ! 

Reg.  Was  be  not  companion  with  the  riotous 
knights 

That  tend  upon  my  father  ? 

Gio.  I know  not,  madam: 

It  is  too  bad,  too  bad. — 

Edm.  Yes,  madam,  he  was.* 


7 of  my  land , — — 

To  mak*  thee  capable.  ] i.  e.  capable  of  fueceeding  to  my  laud, 
aotwiiiiHan  ling  flic  legal  bar  of  lliy  illegitimacy. 

So,  in  The  Life  and  Death  of  Will  Summers,  See.  — “The  king 
next  demanded  of  him  (be  being  n fool)  whether  be  were  capable 
to  inherit  any  land,*'  See.  Stefvlns. 

*  ftranse  news.  ] Thus  the  quartos.  Inftead  of  thefe  word* 

the  folio  lias — JlranfreneJs.  Malone. 

* Yes,  msdan,  he  was.  J Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  deranges 
the  metre  by  adding  — 

of  that  conforl.  Steiyens. 
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Reg.  No  marvel  then,  though  lie  were  ill  affec- 
ted ; 

’1  is  they  have  put  him  on  the  old  man’s  death, 

To  have  the  wafle  and  fpoil  of  his  revenues.  * 

1 have  this  prefent  evening  from  my  filler 
Been  well  inform’d  of  them  ; and  with  fuch  cau- 
tions, 

That,  if  they  come  to  fojourn  at  my  houfc, 

I’ll  not  be  there. 

Corn.  Nor  I,  allure  thee,  Regan.  — 

Edmutjd,  1 hear  that  you  have  fliown  your  father 
A child-like  office. 

Edm.  ’Twas  my  duty,  fir. 

Glo.  He  did  bewray  bis  prafiicc  ;*  and  receiv’d 
This  hurt  you  fee,  flriving  to  apprehend  him. 


* To  have  the  wafle  ond  fpoil  of  his  revenues.]  Thus  quarto  B. 
The  other  quarto  reads  — 

To  have  theft  — and  wafle  of  this  his  revenues. 

The  folio  : 

To  have  (ht  r* pence  and  uafle  of  his  revenues. 

Theft  in  quarto  A was,  I fuppofc,  a mifpiiut  for  — Iht  ufe, 

Malone. 

The  remark  made  in  p.  336,  n.  4,  is  confirmed  by  the  prefent  cir- 
cu m fiance  • for  both  my  quartos  read  with  Mr.  Malone's  quarto  A : 
To  have  ihefe — and  wafle  of  this  his  revenues. 

It  it  certain  thcrefuic  that  there  is  a third  quarto  which  I have 
never  feco.  Steevens. 

* He  did  bewray  his  praBicr ; ] i.  e.  Difctver%  betray.  So,  in 
Tkt  Downfall  cj  Robert  Earl  of  Huntington,  1601  : 

“ We  were  bewray'd,  befet,  and  forc'd  to  yield. " 

Again,  in  1 ht  Devil's  Chatter , 1607; 

••  Thy  folitary  pa  in  o ns  fhou!d  bewray 
“ Some  difeontent.  " 

PraBiee  is  always  ufed  by  Siiakfpearc  for  infidious  mifihitf.  So, 
in  Sidney's  Arcadia,  Book  II.  “ — Iris  heart  fainted  and  gat  a 
conceit,  that  with  bewraying  this  praBict,  lie  might  obtaine  pardou." 
The  quartos  read  — b<t>ay.  Stbivens. 

Sec  Minfheu'a  Did.  1617,  in  v.  “ To  btutraie,  or  difdofe,  a 
Goth,  be wi ye."  MALONE. 
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Corn.  Is  he  pnrfucd? 

Glo.  Ay,  my  good  lord,  he  is.* 

Corn.  If  he  be  taken,  he  (hall  never  more 
Be  fear’d  of  doing  harm:  make  your  own  purpofe. 

How  in  my  ftrengthyoa  pleafe For  you,  Edmund, 

VVhofe  virtue  and  obedience  doth3  this  inftant 
So  mnch  commend  itfelf,  yon  (hall  be  oars ; 
Natures  of  fuch  deep  truft  we  (hall  much  need  ; 
You  we  firfl  feize  on.  . 

Edm.  I (hall  ferve  you,  fir. 

Truly,  however  elfe.  * 

Glo.  For  him  I thank  your  grace.4 

Corn.  You  knownot  why  we  came  to  vifityou, — 
Reg.  Thns  out  of  feafon  ; threading  dark-ey’d 
night. 5- 

Occahons,  npble  Glofter,  of  foroe  poize,  * 

* — — he  is,  ] Thefe  word*  were  fupplied  by  Sir  Thomas  Han- 
aier  to  complete  the  meafuTe.  Steevens. 

* Wkojs  virtue  and  obedience  doth  — — ] i*  e.  whole  virtuous 
obedience.  Malone. 

4 For  him  I thank  jour  grace.  ] Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  judiciouOy, 
in  my  opinion,  omits  — tor  hi'-n%  as  needlefs  to  the  fenfe,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  metre.  Steevens. 

*  threading  dark-ey'd  nifkt.  J The  quarto  reads: 

" — thnat  nir.g  dark-ey’d  night.  Johnson. 

Shskfpeare  ufes  the  former  of  tbefe  expreffioos  in  CorioUnus, 
Ad  III  : 

«*  They  would  not  ilrtai  the  gates.'*  Steevens. 

* — of  font  poire,  ] i.  e.  of  fome  weight  or  moment.  So, 

in  Othello  : 

“ full  of  poize  and  difficulty, 

« Aod  feaiful  to  be  granted.*’ 

Thus  the  quarto  B.  The  other  quarto  of  1S08,  and  the  folio, 
have  prize,  Malone. 

Here  again  both  my  qnartos  read  with  Mr.  Malone’s  quarto  A.  — * *» 
prize  i though  poize  is  undoubtedly  the  preferable  reading. 

Si  sevens-. 
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Wherein  we  mnft  have  nfe  of  your  advice:  — 
Onr  father  he  hath  writ,  fo  hath  our  fifler. 

Of  differences,  which  I'beft  thought  it  fit 
To  anfwer  from  our  home;'  the  feveral  mefiengers 
From  hence  attend  defpatch.  Onr  good  old  friend, 
Lay  comforts  to  yonrbofom  ; and  bellow 
Yonr  needful  connfel  to  onr  bnfinefs,  * 

Which  craves  the  inftant  nfe. 

Glo.  I ferve  you,  madam  : 

Your  graces  arc  right  welcome.  [ Exeunt . 

SCENE  II. 

Before  Gloflfir’s  Cnjllt.  / 

Enter  Kent  and  Steward,  Jevcrallj. 

I 

Stew.  Good  dawning  to  thee,  friend:’  Art  of 
the  houfc?  * 

0 — Jrm  ear  its;;]  Not  it  home,  but  at  fom«  other  plice. 

JOHNSON. 

Thus  tbc  folio.  Tbt  quarto  B read#  — 'which  I left  thought  it  fit 
to  anlwer  from  our  home.  Tbc  other  quarto: — which  I fojt  thought 
it  fit  to  anfwer  from  our  hand.  Maloni. 

Both  my  quartos  — hjl,  — and  — from  our  hand.  Steivins. 

• — to  car  bufineft,  ] Thut  the  quartos.  Folio:  — to  our  k u- 
Jintlfii.  Maloni. 

“Get  i dawning  to  tkit,  Jriind  t ] Thut  the  folio.  The  quarto# 
— Good  nun.  Stlevens. 

We  fhould  read  with  the  folio  — •*  Good  dawning  to  thee  friend," 
Tbc  latter  end  of  this  feene  (hows  that  it  palled  in  the  morning  | 
for  when  Rent  is  placed  in  the  Hocks,  Cornwall  fays,  11  There  he 
(hall  fit  'till  dooo;”  and  Regan  replies,  “ 'Till  noon,  'till  night:" 
and  it  pdfied  very  early  io  the  morning  ; for  Regan  tells  Glofter, 
in  the  preceding  page,  that  (he  had  been  threading  dark-ty' d'nigkt 
jo  come  to  him.  M.  Mason. 

9 dining  is  again  nfed  in  Cjral etine  at  a fatiftastlvo,  for  aoradjrgs 
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Kent.  Ay. 

Stew.  Where  may  \vc  fet  our  horfes  ? 

Kent.  1’  the  mire. 

Stew.  Pr’ythee,  if  thou  love  me,  tell  me. 

Kent.  I love  thee  not. 

Stew.  Why,  then  I care  not  for  thee. 

Kent.  Ifl  had  thee  in  Lipfbury  pinfold,3  I would 
make  thee  care  for  me. 


44  that  dawning 

44  May  bare  ihe  raven’s  eye.” 

It  is  dear  from  varioui  paRages  in  this  fcenc,  that  the  morning 
is  now  juii  beginning  to  dawn,  though  the  moon  is  Rill  up,  and 
though  Kent  early  in  the  feene  calls  it  Rill  night.  Towards  the 
clofc  of  it,  he  wifhes  Glofler  good  morrow , at  the  latter  goes  out, 
and  immediately  after  calls  on  ibc/tra  to  (bine,  that  he  may  read 
a letter.  Malone. 

* - of  the  koufi?  ] So  the  quartos.  Folio  — of  this  houfe. 

Malone. 

* Lipfbury  pinfold,]  The  allufion  which  feemi  to  be  con* 
tained  iu  this  line  1 do  not  undcrRand.  In  the  violent  eruption 
of  reproaches  which  butfts  from  Kent  in  this  dialogue,  there  are 
fomc  epithets  which  li  e commentators  have  left  unexpounded,  and 
which  1 am  not  very  able  to  make  dear.  Of  a tbee-fuited  knave 
I know  not  the  meaning,  unlefs  it  be  that  he  has  different  dreffes 
for  different  occupations.  Lily-liver' d is  cowardly ; while. blooded 
and  white-liver' d are  ltill  in  vulgar  ufe.  An  one-iruni-inkeriting Jlavt 
I take  to  be  a wearer  of  old  caR-off  clothes,  an  inheritor  of  torn 
breeches.  Jonhson. 

I do  not  find  the  name  of  Lipjlury:  it  may  be  a cant  phrafe, 
with  fomc  corruption,  taken  from  a place  where  the  fines  were 
arbitrary.  Threi-Juited  fhould,  I believe,  be  t.ird-Juited , wearing 
clothes  at  the  third  hand,  Edgar,  iu  his  pride,  had  three  fulls 
only.  Farmer. 

Lipfbury  pinfold  may  be  a cant  expreffioo  importing  the  fame  as 
Lob's  Lound.  So,  in  VafiTiogcr’s  Duke  of  Milan: 

44  To  marry  her,  and  fay  he  was  the  party 
44  Found  in  Lob's  Pound." 

A Pinfold  is  a pound.  Thus  in  Gafcoignc's  Dan  Bartholomew  of 
Mathc , 1687  : 

44  In  fnch  a fin-foldt  were  his  plcafurcs  pent.” 
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Stew.  Why  doft  thon  ufe  me  thus  ? I know  thee 
not. 

Kent.  Fellow,  I know  thee. 

Stew.-  What  doll  thou  know  me  for? 

Kent.  A knave;  a rafcal,  an  eater  of  broken 
meats ; a bafe,  proud,  (hallow,  beggarly,  three- 


7 kne-fuiltd  knave  might  mean,  in  ao  age  of  ofientatious  finery 
like  that  of  Sliak i'pcarc,  one  who  had  no  greater  change  of  rai- 
ment than  ihiet  /nils  would  furnilh  him  with;  fo,  in  Ben  Joofon’s 
Silent  Woman:  44 — wert  a pitiful  fellow,  and  hadft  nothing  but 
thru  /nils  of  apparel:'*  or  it  may  Ggnify  a fellow  tknce-Jucd  at 
law , who  has  three  /nits  for  debt  Banding  out  againfl  him.  A one 
trunk.- inheriting  fiave  raav  be  a term  ufed  to  drferibe  a fellow,  tht 
whole  of  whole  pofidhons  are  couhncd  to  One  cojjery  and  that  too 
inherited  from  his  father,  who  was  no  belter  provided,  or  had  no- 
thing more  to  bequeath  to  his  Juccej/or  in  poverty  ; a poor  rogue 
hereditary , as  Timon  calls  Apemantus.  A wcr/led-Jlo eking  knave  is  ano- 
ther reproach  of  the  fame  kind.  The  (lockings  in  England,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  (as  I learn  from  Stubbs's  Anatomic  of 
Abu/esy  primed  in  i5q5)  were  remarkably  expenfive,  and  fcarce  :«y 
other  kind  than  filk  were  worn,  even  (as  this  author  fays)  by 
thole  who  had  not  above  forty  (hillings  a year  wages.  — So,  io  an 
old  comedy,  called  The  Hog  halklofi  its  Pearly  1614,  by  R.  Tailor: 
41  — good  parts  are  no  more  fet  by  io  thefe  times,  than  a good 
leg  in  a woollen  Jtocking." 

Agaio,  in  7 he  Captain,  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 

44  Gteeu  fickucllcs  and  ferving-men  light  on  you, 

*4  With  greafy  breeches,  and  in  woollen  fioi  kings'* 

Again,  in  The  Mi/eries  0]  infort'd  Marriage , 1607,  two  fober 
young  men  come  to  claim  their  portion  from  their  elder  brother 
who  is  a fpeadthrife,  and  tell  him:  44  Our  birth-right,  good  bro- 
ther: this  town  craves  maintenance;  Jiik /lockings  mull  be  had,"  &c. 

Silk  (lockings  were  not  made  in  England  till  i56o,  the  fecood 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  Of  this  extravagance  Diayton 
takes  notice  in  the  i6th  foug  of  his  Polyolbion: 

“ Which  our  plain  fathers  erft  would  have  accounted  fin, 
44  Before  the  cottly  coach  and  flken  /lock  came  in.** 

Stkevens. 

This  term  of  reproach  alfo  occurs  in  The  Phanix , by  Middleton, 
1607:  44  Mcttreza  Auriola  keeps  her  love  with  half  the  eoft  that 
1 am  at  ; her  friend  can  go  afoot,  like  a good  hatband;  walk  in 
worjitd  JlockingSy  and  inquire  for  the  fixpenuy  ordinary."  Malonk. 
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fuited,  hundred-pound,  * filthy  worfled-flocking, 
knave;  a lily-livcr’d,  a£lion-taking  knave;5  a vvhor- 
fon,  glafs-gazing,  fuperferviceable,  finical  rogue;* 
one-trunk-inheriting  (lave ; one  that  would’ft  be 
a bawd,  in  way  of  good  fervice,  and  art  nothing 
but  the  corapofnion  of  a knave, beggar,  coward,  pan- 
dar,  and  thefon  and  heir  of  a mongrel  bitch  : one 
whom  I will  beat  into  clamorous  whining,  if  thou 
deny’ft  the  leaf!  fyllable  of  thy  addition.7 

Stew.  Why  what  a monftrous  fellow  art  thod, 
thus  to  rail  on  one,  that  is  neither  known  of  thee, 
nor  knows  thee  ? 

Kent.  What  a brazen-faced  varlet  art  thou,  to 
deny  thou  know'll  me  ? Is  it  two  days  ago,  fince 
I tripp’d  up  thy  heels,  and  beat  thee,  before  the 
king?  Draw,  you  rogue:  for,  though  it  be  night, 
the  moon  fliines ; I’ll  make  a fop  o’  the  moonfhine 


4 ■ ■ i — lundred-pPund,  ] A hundred-pound  gentleman  is  a term  of 
reproach  ufed  in  Middl-ton's  Fhae*ixt  1607.  Steevens. 

5  a fli on -taking  knave  ; ] i.  •.  a fellow,  who,  if  you  beat 

him,  would  bring  an  action  for  the  allault,  iuftcad  of  rcfcnling  it 
like  a man  of  courage.  M.  Mason, 

q — — a whorfon%  glafs-gazing — rogue;  ] This  epithet  none  of 
the  commentators  have  explained  ; nor  am  1 fure  that  I underhand 
it.  In  Tituon  of  Athens  “the  glafs-fac'd  attercr  " is  mentioned, 
that  is,  fays  Or.  Johnfoa,  “ be  that  fhows  in  his  own  look,  as  by 
reflection,  the  looks  of  his  patron."  — Glafs-gazing  may  be  liccnli- 
oufly  ufed  for  one  enamoured  of  himfclf;  who  gazes  often  at  hit 
own  perfoo  in  a glafs.  Malone.  / 

1 addition . ] i.  e.  titles.  The  Statute  1 Hen.  V.  ch.  5. 

which  directs  that  in  certain  writs  a defeription  ihould  be  added 
to  the  name  of  the  defendant,  expreflive  of  his  eftatc,  myftery, 
degree,  See.  is  called  tbs  ftaiute  of  Additions . Malone. 

Kent  is  not  only  boiherous  in  his  manners,  but  abuGve  in  hi& 
language.  His  cxcefGve  ribaldry  ptoceeds  from  an  over  folicitudc 
to  pi  event  being  dilcovcicd;  like  St.  Fetct'l  (wearing  from  a limilaf 
motive.  HsNLtr, 
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1 

of  you  : * Draw,  you  whorfon  cullionly  barber- 
monger,9  draw.  [drawing  his  fword. 

SiEW.  Away;  I have  nothing  to  do  with  thee. 


* — — I'll  make  a fop  o'  (he  moonjhint  of  you:]  This  is  equivalent 
lo  our  modern  phrafe  of  makiug  the  fun  Jhine  through  any  one.  But, 
alluding  to  the  natural  philofophy  of  that  time,  it  it  obfeure.  The 
Peripatetics  thought,  though  fallely,  that  the  rays  of  the  moon 
were  cold  and  inoift.  The  fpcaker  therefore  fays,  he  would  make 
a fop  of  1 is  autagoniQ,  which  fbould  abforb  the  humidity  of  the 
moon's  rays,  by  leiting  them  into  bis  gutt.  For  this  rcafoa 
Shakfpearc,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet*  fays: 

44  — — the  raoooluinc’s  « natty  beams.'* 

And,  in  The  AUJ fummer  Night' s Dream: 

44  Quench'd  in  tbe  chaftc  beams  of  the  utatry  moon.'1 

Warblrton. 

I much  qucflion  if  our  author  had  fo  deep  a mcauing  as  is  here 
imputed  to  him  by  his  more  erudite  commentator.  See  evens. 

I'll  make  a fop  o'  Ike  moonfhine  of  you.]  Perhaps  here  an  equi- 
voque was  intended.  In  The  Old  Shepherd's  Kaleudar , among  the 
tiifhes  recommended  lot  frymetyne,  “ One  is  eggts  in  monfhine." 

Farm i r. 

Again,  in  fome  veifes  within  a letter  of  Howell’s  to  Sir  Thomas 
How: 

44  Could  I thofe  whisely  Bars  go  nigh, 

44  Which  make  the  milky  way  i’  th*  fkie, 

*4  I d poach  them,  and  as  moonjhint  diefs, 

44  To  make  my  Delia  a curious  raefs.”  Steevens. 

I fuppofe  be  means,  that  after  having  beatcu  the  Steward  fuffi- 
ci cully,  and  made  his  flcQi  as  foil  as  rooiftened  bread,  he  will  lay 
him  flat  on  the  ground,  like  a fop  in  a pan,  or  a laukaid.  So, 
in  Troilus  and  Crtjfida  : 

44  And  make  a fvp  of  all  this  folid  globe.”  Malone. 

9 — — farirr*  meager,]  Of  this  word  I do  uot  clearly  fee  the 
force.  Johnson. 

Barber-monger  may  mean,  dealer  in  the  lower  tradefmen  : a flur 
upon  the  Howard,  as  taking  fees  for  a iccommcudaLiou  to  the 
buriuefs  of  the  family.  Farmer. 

A barker-monger ; i.  e.  a fop,  who  deals  much  with  barbers,  to 
adjuH  his  hair  and  beard.  Nl.  Mason. 

Barber-monger  perhaps  means  one  who  conforts  much  with 
barbers.  Malone. 

Vol.  XX.  A a 
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Kent.  Draw,  yon  rafcal:  you  come  with  letters 
againft  the  king ; and  take  vanity  the  puppet’s 
part/  againft  the  royalty  of  her  father  : Draw,  you 
rogue,  or  1U1  fo  carbonado  your  lhanhs  « draw, 

you  rafcal ; fome  your  ways. 

Stew.  Help,  ho!  murder!  help! 

Kent.  Strike,  you  Have;  ftand,  rogue,  fiand; 
you  neat  Have/  ftrike.  [beating him. 

Stew.  Help  ho ! murder ! murder ! 

Enter  Edmund,  Cornwall,  Regan,  Gloster, 
and  Servants. 

I£dm.  How  now?  What’s  the  matter?  Part. 

Kent.  With  you,  goodman  boy,  if  you  pleafe  ; 
come,  I’ll  flefh  you ; come  on,  young  mailer. 

Glo.  Weapons ! arms  ! What’s  the  matter  here? 

Corn.  Keep  peace,  upon  your  lives; 

He  dies,  that  ftrikes  again:4  What  is  the  matter? 

Reg.  The  meffengers  from  our  filler  and  the 
king. 

• — — vanily  ike  puppet's  fart ,}  Alluding  to  the  myfteries  or 
allegorical  (hows,  in  which  vanity,  iniquity,  and  other  vice*,  weff 
perfonified.  JOHNSON. 

So,  in  Volpont , or  tht  Fox: 

“ Get  you  a cittern.  Lady  Vanity''  Steevens. 

The  deferiptioo  it  applicable  only  to  the  old  moralities , between 
which  and  the  myjteries  there  was  an  effential  difference.  Ritson. 

3 at  Jlovt ,]  You  mere  flavc,  you  very  flave.  Johnson. 

Ton  neat  Jlavt , I believe,  means  no  more  than  you  finical  rafcal , 
you  who  are  an  affcmblage  of  foppery  and  poverty . Ben  Jonfon  ufcp 
the  fame  epithet  in  his  Vod  after  : 

« By  the  leave,  my  neat  fconndrcl."  SlEKVENi. 

5 He  dies , that  Jtrikes  a^ain:}  So,  in  Othello: 

44  He  that  Airs  next  to  carve  for  his  own  rage, 

44  Ho  dies  upon  the  motion."  Stelvcns. 
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Corn.  What  is  your  difference?  fpeak. 

Stew.  I am  (carte  in  breath,  my  lord. 

Kent.  No  marvel,  you  have  fo  beftirr’d  yout 
valonr.  You  cowardly  rafcal,  nature  dilclaims  in 
thee  ; 5 a tailor  made  thee. 

Corn.  Thou  art  a llrange  fellow  : a tailor  make 
a man  ? 

Kent.  Ay,  a tailor,  fir:  a fionc-cutter,  or  a 
painter,  could  not  have  made  him  fo  ill,  though 
they  had  been  but  two  hours  at  the  trade. 

Corn.  Speak  yet.  how  grew  your  quarrel  ? 

Stew.  This  ancient  ruffian,  tir,  whofe  lifel  have 
fpar’d, 

At  fuit  of  his  grey  beard, — 

Kent.  Thou  whorfon  zed!  thou  nnneceffary 
letter!  — My  lord,  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I 

* — — nature  difclaims  in  thee;  ] So  the  quartoi  and  the  folia. 
The  modern  editors  read,  without  authority: 

nature  difei.t  ms  her  Jhare  in  thee. 

The  old  reading  is  the  true  one.  So,  in  R..  Drome's  Northern 
Lojs , & 6 3 3 : 

“ l vi\\\  Ji/eUim  in  your  favour  hereafter." 

Again,  in  The  Cafe  is  Alter'd^  by  Ben  Jonfon,  1609: 

11  Thus  to  dijelaitn  in  all  tU‘  eheds  of  plcalurc." 

Again : 

14  No,  I di  [claim  in  her,  I fpit  at  her." 

Again,  in  Warner's  Albion's  England,  1609,  B.  (IT.  chap,  xvi  : 

44  Not  thefe,  my  lords,  make  me  dtfclaim  in  it  which  all 
puriuc."  Steevens. 

6 Thou  whorfon  led l thou  unnecejfary  Utter l ] Zed  is  here  pro- 
bably ufed  as  a term  of  contempt,  becaufe  it  is  the  lalt  letter  m the 
tn  irh  alphabet,  and  at  its  place  may  be  fupplicd  by  S,  and  the 
Roman  alphabet  lias  it  not;  neither  is  it  read  in  any  word  origi- 
nally Teutonic.  In  Barret's  Alvtarie , or  Quadruple  DUtiunary% 
1*180,  it  is  quite  omitted,  as  the  author  affirms  it  to  be  miner  a 
fylLble  than  a letter.  G (as  Dr.  Johnfou  fuppofed  ) cannot  be  the 
unncccChry  letter,  as  tbeieare  many  words  in  which  its  place  wilt 
not  be  fupplied  by  any  other,  as  chant),  chajity , Sec.  Sr e t vis*,' 
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will  tread  this  unbolted  villain  7 into  mortar,1  and 
daub  the  wall  of  a jakes  with  him.  — Spare  my 
grey  beard,  you  wagtail  ? 

Corn.  Peace,  firrah ! 

You  bgafllv  knave,  know  you  no  reverence? 

Kent.  Yes,  fir ; but  anger  has  a privilege.9 
Corn.  Why  art  thou  angry? 

Kent.  That  fuch  a Have  as  this  fhould  wear  a 
fword, 

Who  wears  no  honefty.  Such  fmiling  rogues  as 
thefe,* 

Like  rats,  oft  bite  the  holy  cords  in  twain 
Which  arc  too  intrinfe  t’unloofe : 3 fuiooth  every 
' pafhon* 


This  is  taken  from  the  grammarians  of  the  time.  Mule  after  fays, 
“ Z is  much  harder  amongft  us,  and  feldom  feen : — S it  become 
its  lieutenant  general . It  is  lightlie  exprefled  in  Eoghfti,  faying  ia 
foren  cnfranchifemcnts.”  Farmer. 

7 this  unbolted  villain  — — ] i.  e.  unrefined  by  education, 

the  bran  yet  In  him.  Metaphor  from  the  bakchoufc. 

Warburton. 

• — — into  mortar,  ] This  expreffion  was  much  in  ufe  in  our 
author’s  time.  So,  Maffiuger,  in  his  N tw  Way  to  pay  old  Debts, 
Ad  I.  fc.  i: 

4t I will  help  your  memory, 

“ And  tread  thee  into  mortar. ” SrEEVi.NS. 

Unbolted  mortar  is  mortar  made  of  unfified  lime,  and  therefore 
to  break  the  lumps  it  is  neccflary  to  tread  it  by  met)  in  wooden 
(hoes.  This  unbolted  villain  is  theicforc  this  coarje  rafeal. 

Tollit. 

9 Yes , fir;  lul  anger  has  a privilege.  ] So,  in  King  John  t 
“ Sir,  fir,  impatience  hath  its  privilege.”  Stilvins. 

*  Such  fmiling  rogues  as  thefe,  ] The  words  — as  theft,  are, 

in  my  opinion,  a manifeft  interpolation,  aud  derange  the  metre 
without  the  leaf!  improvement  of  the  fenfe.  Sxllvens. 

Like  rats , eft  lilt  the  holy  cords  in  twain 

fYhich  ate  too  iutrinfe  t'unlooft : ] By  thefe  holy  cords  the  poet 


KING  LEAR. 


35  7 

Th3t  in  the  natures  of  their  lords  rebels ; 

Bring  oil  to  fire,  fnow  to  their  colder  moods ; 

means  the  natural  union  between  parents,  and  children.  The 
metaphor  is  taken  from  the  cords  of  the  /anchor)  ; and  the  forties- 
ters  of  family  differences  are  compared  to  thefe  facrilegious  ran. 
The  exprefftoa  is  fine  and  noble.  Warburton. 

The  quartos  read — to  intrench.  The  folio — t'intrince.  Jntrinfe , 
for  fo  it  fhould  be  written,  I fuppofe  was  ufed  by  Shakfpeare  for 
intrinfecote,  a word  which,  as  Theobald  has  obferved,  be  has  ufed 
iu  Antony  and  Cleopatra  : 

*• Come,  mortal  wretch, 

“ With  thy  (harp  teeth  this  knot  intrinfecate 
44  Of  life  at  once  untie. '* 

We  have  ha  J already  iu  this  play  metis  for  reverberates.  Again, 
in  Hamlet: 

44  Seafoo  your  admiration  for  a while 
44  With  an  ailenl  ear." 

Tire  word  intrinfecate  was  but  newly  introduced  into  our  language, 
when  this  play  was  written.  See  the  preface  to  Marfton'i  Scourge 
of  Villanie,  1598;  41  1 know  he  will  vouchfafe  it  fomc  of  his 
new-minted  epithets  t as  real,  iotrinfecato,  Delphicie ,"  See. 

I doubt  whether  Or.  Warburton  has  not,  as  ufual,  feen  more  in 
this  paflage  than  the  poet  intended.  Iu  the  quartos  the  word  holy 
is  not  found,  and  ( fufped  it  to  be  an  iaterpolation  made  iu  the 
folio  edition.  We  might  perhaps  better  read,  with  the  elder  copy, 
Like  rats,  oft  bite  tiofe  cords  in  twain,  which  are 
Too,  See.  Malone. 

4 — fm 00 ill  every  pafjion  — ] So  the  old  copies;  for  which 
Mr.  Pope  and  the  fubfequent  editors  fubfiituted  Joolh.  Tbe  veils 
to  fmooth  occurs  frequently  in  our  elder  writers.  So,  in  Greene's 
Groat/worth  of  Witt  i5ga  : 

44  For  fince  be  lcarn’d  to  ufe  the  poet's  pen, 

“ He  lcarn'd  likewife  with  fmoothing  words  to  feign.” 
Again,  in  Titus  Andronicut : 

44  Yield  to  his  humour,  fmooth,  and  fpeak  him  fair." 
Again,  in  our  poet’s  King  Richard  III : 

44  Smile  in  men's  faces,  fmooth , deceive,  and  cog." 

Malone. 

Mr.  Holt  White  has  obferved,  in  a note  on  Pericles , that  in  fome 
counties  they  fay — 44  fmooth  the  cat,”  iuflead  of  14  jlroic  the  cat." 
Thus  alfo  Milton : 

44 f m$0 thing  tbe  raven  down 

44  Of  darknefs— " Malone. 
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Reuege,  affirm,  and  turn  tlieir  halcyon  beaks 
With  every  gale  arid  vary  of  their  mailers,3 
As  knowing  nought,4  like  dogs,  but  following. — 
A plague  upon  your  cpileptick  vifage  ! 5 
Smile  you  my  fpeeches,  as  1 were  a tool? 

Gooic.  if  l had  you  upon  Sarum  plain, 

I’d  drive  ye  cackling  home  to  Camelot.6 
Corn.  What,  art  thou  mad,  old  fellow? 

5  and  turn  their  halcyon  beaks 

With  every  gale  and  vary  of  their  mafltrs,  ] The  halcyon  it  the 
bird  otherwilc  called  the  king-ffker.  The  vulgar  opinion  was, 
that  this  bird,  if  bung  up,  would  vary  with  the  wind,  and  by 
that  means  (how  from  what  point  it  blew.  So,  iu  Marlowe  >jcj/ 
of  Maila,  1 6 3 3 : 

44  But  how  now  Bands  the  wind  ? 

“ Into  what  corner  peers  my  halcyon's  bill?" 

Again,  in  Storcr's  Lift  and  Death  of  Thomas  Wolfej , Cardinal! t 

a pocui , 1 599  : 

44  Or  as  a halcyon  with  her  turning  breft, 

“ Detnouftraies  wind  from  wind,  and  eaft  from  weft.” 

Again,  in  The  tenth  Booie  of  Notable  Thinges , by  Ihomat 
Luplon,  410.  bl.  Is  “A  lytic  byrde  called  the  Ktr.gr  lyjhtr , 
being  hanged  up  in  the  ayre  by  the  neck,  his  nebbe  or  byil  wyll 
be  alwayes  dyreft  or  ftrayght  again!!  ye  winde.”  STtRVFKS. 

4 As  knowing  nought,  J As  was  fupplied  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmtr, 
for  the  fake  of  connexion  as  well  as  metre.  Steevens. 

* ejihptick  vifage ! j The  frighted  countenance  of  a man 

Teatiy  to  fall  in  a fit.  Johnson. 

6  Camelot,  ] Was  the  place  where  the  romaaces  fay  king 

Arthur  ktpi  his  court  in  the  Weft ; fo  this  alludes  to  fome  prover- 
bial fpecch  iu  thofc  romances.  WARBURTON. 

So,  id  The  Birth  of  Merlin,  1662? 

M raife  more  powers 

14  To  oiau  with  ftrength  the  caftle  Camelot." 

Again,  in  Drayton's  Pctjolbion , Song  Hi; 

44  Like  ('armlet,  what  pl^cc  was  ever  yet  renown’d? 

44  Where,  as  at  Cariion,  oft  he  kept  the  tabic  round." 

sti  evens. 

In  Somcrfctfliire,  near  Camelot,  are  many  large  moors,  where 
are  bred  great  quantities  of  geefe,  fo  that  many  other  places  are 
from  hence  fupplied  with  quills  and  feathers.  Hanmer. 
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How  fell  yon  out? 


Glo. 

Say  that. 

Kent.  No  contraries  hold  more  antipathy, 
Than  1 and  fnch  a knave.’ 

Corn.  Why  doft  thou  call  him  knave?  What’s 
his  offence  ? 

Kent.  His  countenance  likes  me  not.' 

Corn.  No  more,  perchance,  does  mine,  or  his^ 
or  hers. 

Kent.  Sir,  ’its  my  occupation  to  be  plain; 

I have  feen  better  faces  in  my  time. 

Than  Hands  on  any  fhoulder  that  I fee 
Before  me  at  this  inflant. 

Corn.  This  is  fome  fellow. 

Who,  having  been  prais’d  for  bluntnefs,  doth  afFeft 
A faucy  roughnefs;  and  conflrains  the  garb, 

Quite  from  his  nature:  ’ He  cannot  flatter,  he  ! — 
An  honeft  mind  and  plain, — he  mull  fpeak  truth  : 
An  they  will  take  it,  fo ; if  not,  he’s  plain. 

Thefe  kind  of  knaves  1 know,  which  in  this  plain- 
nefs 

Harbour  more  craft,  and  more  corrupter  ends, 


* No  contraries  held  mere  oniipotly , 

Than  I and  fuch  a irwtv#,]  Hence  Mr.  Pop*’*  expreffion: 

44  The  flrong  antipathy  of  good  to  bad.”  Tollet. 

* — — likes  me  »#<.]  i.  «.  plcafei  me  not.  So,  in  Every  Man 
ini  of  hit  Humour: 

41  I did  but  call  an  amorous  eye,  e’en  oow, 

41  Upon  a pair  of  gloves  that  foraewhat  Hid  me.” 

Stiiuni. 

eonjlrains  the  garb, 

Q^iite  from  his  nature:]  Forces  his  outjide  or  hit  appearance  to 
/omethiog  totally  dijtmt  JiC m bis  natvnal  difpofiiiuo. 
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Than  twenty  filly  ducking  obfervants’ 

That  flrctch  their  duties  nicely. 

Kent.  Sir,  in  good  footh,  in  fincere  verity, 
Under  the  allowance  of  vour  grand  afpecl, 

Whole  influence,  like  the  wreath  of  radiant  fire 
On  flickering  Phoebus’  front,'1 — 

Corn.  What  mcan’ft  by  this? 

Kent.  To  go  out  of  my  dialcft,  which  you  dif- 
commend  fo  much.  I know,  fir,  I am  no  flatterer: 
he  that  beguiled  you,  in  a plain  accent,  was  a plain 
knave  ; which,  for  my  part,  1 will  not  be,  though 
I fhould  win  your  difpleafutc  to  entreat  me  to  it/ 

* Than  twenty  filly  duckiet*  obflervants,]  Silly  means  flmple , or 
ruftick.  So,  in  Cymhliue,  AH  V.  fc.  iii : 

**  There  was  a fourth  naan  in  a filly  habit,"  meaning  Pofthu* 
muj  in  the  drefs  of  a pcafaut.  Nicely  is  with  punctilious  Jolly. 
Kiait.  Fr.  St ■ evens. 

See  Vol.  XIX.  p.  igS,  n.  S.  Nicely  is,  I think,  with  the  ut- 
moH  exaHnefs,  with  an  attention  to  the  moil  minute  trifle.  So,  in 
Roneo  and  Juliet: 

41  The  letter  was  not  nice,  but  full  of  charge.*’  Malone. 

* On  flickering  Phetbus’  front, ] Dr.  Johnfon  in  his  Dictionary 
fays  this  word  means  to  flutter.  I meet  with  it  in  The  Hi  fiery  of 
Liyomcn,  Knight  oj  the  Golden  Shield,  t : 

4i  By  Hviog  force  of flickering  fame  your  grace  lhall  under* 
ftand." 

Again,  in  Jit  Pilgrim  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 

** fo:ne  caftrel 

44  That  hovers  over  her,  and  dares  her  daily; 

11  Some  Jlickring  Have." 

Stanyhurft,  in  his  trauflation  of  the  fourth  book  of  Virgil’s 
Air tid.  i58t,  deferibes  Iris, 

11  From  the  fky  down  flickering,"  See. 

Anu  again  iri  the  old  play,  entitled,  Fuitr.vs  Troes , i633: 

“ With  gaudy  pennons  flickering  in  the  air."  Steevfns. 

Dr.Johnfon's  interpretation  is  too  vague  for  the  purpofe.  To 
flicker  u indeed  lb  jl utter ; but  in  a particular  manner,  which  may 
be  better  exemplified  by  the  motion  of  a flint,  than  explained  by 
any  verbal  deferiptiou.  Henley. 

i^otS‘S  I Jhould  win  jour  dflfttaflure  to  entreat  me  to  if.J 
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Corn.  What  was  the  offence  you  gave  him? 

Stew.  Never  any:* 

It  pleas’d  the  king  his  mafter,  very  late, 

To  ftrike  at  me,  upon  his  mifconftrnfUon  ; 

W'hen  he,  conjunct,6  and  flattering  his  difpleafure, 
Tripp’d  me  behind;  being  down,  infulted,  rail'd, 
And  put  upon  him  Inch  a deal  of  man. 

That  worthy’d  him,  gotpraifesof  the  king 
For  him  attempting  who  was  felf-fubdu'd; 

And,  in  the  flefhment 7 ofthis  dread  exploit. 

Drew  on  me  here.8 

Kent.  INone  of  thefe  rogues,  and  cowards, 

But  Ajax  is  their  fool.8 

Though  I fliould  win  you,  'difpleafed  as  you  now  are,  to  like  m* 
To  well  as  to  intreat  me  to  be  a knave.  Johnson. 

* Never  any  :]  Old  copy: 

1 never  gave  him  any . 

The  words  here  omitted,  which  are  unnecefTary  to  fenfe  and  in- 
jurious to  metre,  were  properly  extruded  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr, 
as  a manifeft  interpolation.  Steevens. 

6 — conjunfl,]  is  the  readiog  of  the  old  quartos  ; compa8%  of  the 
folio.  Stfevens. 

7  Jltfment — — ] A young  foldicr  is  faid  to  flefh  his  fwonl, 

the  fir  ft  time  he  draws  blood  with  it.  FleJItment,  therefore,  is  here 
mcraphorically  applied  to  the  firft  aft  of  fervice  which  Kent,  in 
his  tew  capacity,  had  performed  for  his  mafter;  aod,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  a faicaftick  fenfe,  as  though  he  had  efieemed  it  an  hcroick 
exploit  to  trip  a man  behind,  that  was  a&ually  falling.  Henley. 

9 Drew  on  me  Acre.]  Old  copy  : 

Drew  on  ne  here  again. 

But  as  Kent  h -d  nol  drawn  on  him  lejcre , and  as  the  adverb  — 
again  corrupts  the  metre,  1 have  vcntuitd  to  leave  it  out.  Stfevens. 

* But  Ajax  is  their  fool.]  Meaning,  as  wc  fhould  now  exp  refs  it. 
Ajax  is  a fool  to  them,  there  are  none  of  thefe  knaves  and  cowards, 
that  if  you  believe  thcmfelves,  are  not  fo  brave,  that  Ajax  i»  a fool 
compared  to  them : alluding  to  the  fleward’s  account  of  their 
quarrel,  where  lie  fays  of  Kent,  ••  This  ancient  ruffian,  whofe  life  I 
have  fpared  in  pity  to  his  grey  beard.”  When  a man  is  compared  to 
one  who  excels  him  very  much  in  any  art  or  quality — it  is  a vulgar 
cxprefTum  to  fay,  “ He  is  but  • to  Aim.” 
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Corn.  Fetch  forth  the  flocks,  ho  ! 

You  flubborn  ancient  knave,*  you  reverend  brag- 
gart, 

We’ll  teach  you — 

Kent.  Sir,  I am  too  old  to  learn: 

Call  not  your  flocks  forme:  1 ferve  the  king; 

On  whole  employment  I was  fent  to  you: 

You  (hall  dofmall  refpeft,  (how  too  bold  malice 
Againlt  the  grace  and  perfon  of  my  mafler. 

Stocking  his  meffenger. 

Corn.  Fetch  forth  the  flocks:—- 

As  I’ve  life  and  honour,  there  (hall  he  fit  till 
noon. 

Reg.  Till  noon!  till  night,  my  lord;  and  all 
night  too. 

Kent.  Why,  madam,  ifl  were  your  father’s  dog. 
You  fliould  not  ufeme  (o. 

Reg.  Sir,  being  his  knave,  I will. 

[Srocis  brought  out.’ 


So,  in  the  Wife  for  a Month,  Alphonfo  fays  : 

“ The  experienc’d  dtutikards,  let  roc  have  them  all, 

And  let  them  drink  their  willi,  I’ll  make  them  ideots.'* 

M.  Mason. 

The  foregoing  explanation  of  this  pafla^e  was  fuggefled  alfo  by 
Mr.  Malone,  in  his  Second  Appendix  to  the  Supp.  to  Shaklpeore,  8vo. 
1783,  in  oppolition  to  ao  idea  of  mine,  which  I readily  allow  to 
have  been  erroneous.  STCeveNS. 

Our  poet  has  elfewhcre  employed  the  fame  pbrafeology.  So,  ia 
The  Toning  of  the  Shrew: 

**  Tut,  (he's  a lamb,  a dove,  a fool  to  him." 

Again,  in  King  II tnry  VIII:  / 

now  this  mafic 

»*  Was  cry’d  it. comparable,  and  the  cabling  night 
**  Made  it  « fool  and  begj»ar.” 

The  phrafe  in  this  fettle  is  yet  ufed  in  low  language.  Malone. 

# ancient  inarr,]  Two  of  the  quartos  read — mifertont 

knave,  and  one  of  them — unreverent.  inflead  of  reverend.  Stbevfns. 
9 Stocks  kc.j  This  is  not  the  ftrR  time  that  Hocks  had  been 
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Corn.  This  is  a fellow  of  the  fclf-famc  colour* 
Our  filler  fpeaks  of: — Come, bring  away  the  flocks. 

Glo.  Let  tnc  beleech  your  grace  not  to  do  fo  : 
*His  fault*  is  much,  and  the  good  king  his  rnafler 
Will  check  him  for’t:  your  purpos’d  low  corre&ion 
Is  fuch,  as  balefi  and  contemned’fl  wretches/ 

For  pilferings  and  molt  common  trefpalfes, 

Are  punilh’d  with  :*  the  king  mull  take  it  ill. 

That  he’s  fo  llightly  valued  in  his  melfenger, 
Should  have  him  thus  reflrain’d. 

Corn.  I’ll  anfwer  that. 

Rec.  My  filler  may  receive  it  much  more  worfe, 
To  have  her  gentleman  abus’d,  affaulted, 

I'or  following  her  affairs.5 — Put  in  his  legs 

[Kent  is  put  in  the Jiocks .* 
Come,  my  good  lord  ; away. 

[Exeunt  Reg.  and  Corn. 


troduced  on  the  ftage.  In  Ptick-J corner,  which  was  printed  early 
in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  Pity  is  put  into  them,  and  left 
there  tiii  he  is  freed  by  Perfevoraance  and  Contimplacyon. 

Steevens. 

• — — colour  — ] The  quartos  road,  nature.  Steevens. 

3 His  fault ] All  between  the  aflerilki  is  omitted  in  the 

folio.  Steevens. 

4 and  contemned#  wretekes ,]  The  quartos  read— and 

ftmnefl  wretches.  This  conjectural  emendatioo  was  fuggefted  by 
Mr.  Steevens.  Malone. 

I found  this  corrcdion  already  made  in  an  ancient  band  in  the 
margin  of  one  of  the  quarto  copies.  Steevens. 

* For  following  ktr  affairs.  See.]  This  line  is  not  iu  the  folio. 

Malone. 

6 I know  not  whether  this  circumftanct  of  putting  Kent  in  the 
Jiocks  be  not  ridiculed  in  the  puni(htucut  of  Numps,  in  Ben  Jonfon’ft 
Bar  tlolomow- Fair, 

It  fbould  be  remembered,  that  formerly  iu  great  houfes,  as  flill 
in  fomc  colleges,  there  were  moveable  flocks  for  the  correction  if 
the  fervauts.  Faeuee. 
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Geo.  I am  forry  for  thee,  friend  ; ’tis  the  dnke’s 
pleafuie, 

VVhofe  dilpolition,  ail  the  world  well  knows, 

Will  not  be  tulib’d,  nor  Hopp’d.-7  I’ll  entreat  for 
thee. 

Kent.  Pray,  do  not,  fir:  1 have  watch'd,  and 
travell’d  hard; 

Some  time  1 fball  Deep  out,  the  refl  I’ll  whillle. 

A good  man’s  fortune  may  grow  out  at  heels : 

Give  you  good  morrow! 

Glo.  The  duke’s  to  blame  in  this  ; 'twill  be  ill 
taken.  [ Exit . 

Kent.  Good  king,  that  mud  approve  the  com- 
mon (aw ! 8 


1 Will  not  be  rubb'd,  nor  Jopp'd:]  Metaphor  from  bowling. 

Wakdurtow. 

• Good  king,  that  r nujl  approve  the  common  faw  ! See.]  That  art  now 
to  exemplify  the  common  proverb,  That  out  ojy  8cc.  Thai  ch.ingeft 
better  for  worfe.  Haunter  obferves,  that  it  is  a proverbial  faying, 
applied  to  thole  who  are  turned  out  of  hotife  and  home  to  the  opto 
weather.  It  was  perhaps  fiift  ufed  of  men  di forllcd  from  an  bolpiut, 
or  lioufe  of  chaii.y,  fuch  as  was  ereded  formerly  iu  many  place* 
for  tiaveliers.  Thofe  houfes  bad  oaum  properly  enough  alluded 
to  by  heavens  benediction.  Johnson. 

The  f aw  alluded  to,  is  io  Heywood’s  Dialogues  on  Proverbs , 
Book  II.  chap,  v : 

“ In  your  running  from  him  to  me,  Jt  run ne 
“ Out  of  God's  hlejjir.g  into  the  u/ar ne  Junne.'* 

Tyrwhit  r. 

Kent  was  oot  thinking  of  the  king's  being  turned  out  of  houfe  and 
home  to  the  open  weather , a mifery  which  be  has  not  yet  experienced, 
but  of  his  being  likely  to  receive  a worfe  reception  fiom  Regan 
than  that  which  he  had  already  experienced  from  his  elder  daughter 
Gonciil.  Hanmcr  therefore  certainly  tmfundcrftood  the  paflage. 

A quotation  from  HolinfhcdT  Chronicle,  may  piovc  the  beft 
comment  on  it.  “ Tbl*  Auguftine  after  bis  arrival  converted  the 
Saxons  indeed  from  Pagauifme,  but,  as  tbe  proverb  fayth,  bringing 
them  out  of  Goddts  bltjfing  into  the  wo'me  Junne , be  alfo  imbued 
them  with  no  leife  hurtful  fupcrftiiiou  than  they  did  kuow  before." 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  LEAR. 


365 


't’hon  out  of  heaven’s  benediction  corn'll 
To  die  warm  fun  ! 

Approach,  thou  beacon  to  this  under  globe, 

That  by  thy  comfortable  beams  I may 

Perufe  this  letter! — Nothing  almoft  fees  miracles,5 

But  inifery  ; — 1 know,  *tis  from  Cordelia;  * 

Who  hath  mod  fortunately  been  inform’d 
Ofmvobfeured  courfe;  and  fliall  find  time 
From  this  enormous  date, — feeking  to  give 
Lodes  their  remedies: 3 — All  weary  and  o’er- 
watch’d, 


See  atfo  Howell*!  Collection  of  Englidi  proverbs  in  his  Dic- 
tionary, 1660:  “ He  goes  out  of  God's  blefling  to  the  warm  fun, 
viz.  from  good  to  wQrfe,"  MALON8. 

® So  thing  altnojl  fees  miracles,  ] Thus  the  folio.  The  quartos 

read — Nothing  almoft  fees  my  wrack.  Steevens.  , 

* — — 1 know,  *iit  from  Cordelia;  kc.  ] This  pnflage,  which 
fo me  of  the  editors  have  degraded  as  fpurious,  to  the  margin,  and 
others  have  filemy  altered,  I have  faithfully  printed  accoidiug  to 
the  quarto,  from  which  the  folio  differs  only  in  ponduation*  1 he 
padage  is  very  obfeure,  if  not  corrupt.  Tcthaps  it  may  be  read 
thus : 

Cordelia — —has  been — —informed 

Of  my  obfeured  courfe,  and  (hall  hud  time 
From  thiseuormous  ilate-lcck.iug,  to  give 
Lodes  their  remedies, 

Cordelia  is  informed  of  our  affairs,  and  when  the  enormous  cart 
of  feeking  her  fortune  will  allow  her  time,  fbc  will  employ  it  in  re- 
medying lodes.  Thisishaifh;  perhaps  fomething  better  may  be 
f£  found.  1 have  at  lead  fupplied  the  genuine  reading  of  the  old 
copies.  Enormous  is  unwonted,  out  of  rule,  out  of  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things.  Johnson. 

So  Holiufhcd,  p.  647,  44  The  maior  perceiving  this  enormous 
doing, ’*  &c.  Stirvens. 

3 - and  Jhallfnd  time 

From  this  enormous  fate.—  —feeking  to  give 

Lcjfn  their  remedies s ] 1 confefsl  do  not  undetftand  tlis  p adage, 
unlefs  it  may  be  coufidcred  as  divided  farts  of  Cordelia's  letter , 
which  he  is  tcadiog  to  himfelf  by  moonlight:  it  certainly  conveys 
the  fcofe  of  wLu:  Ihe  v.  culd  have  faid.  la  reading  a letter,  it  it 
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Take  vantage,  heavy  eyes,  not  to  behold 
This  fhaineful  lodging. 


natural  enough  to  dwell  on  thofe  circumftnnces  in  it  that  promife 
the  change  in  our  affair  ft  which  we  mofl  wifhfor ; and  Kent  having 
read  Cornelia's  affurances  that  (be  will  End  a time  to  free  tiieinjured 
from  the  enormous  mifrule  of  Regan,  is  willing  to  go  to  fleep  with 
that  plcafing  tefle&ion  uppermoft  in  bit  roiud.  But  this  is  mete 
coujcdturc.  Steevens.  % 

Dr.  Johnfon’s  explanation  of  this  pafTage  cannot  be  right;  for 
although  in  the  old  ballad  from  whence  this  play  is  fuppofed  to 
be  t hen,  Cordelia  is  forced  to  feek  her  fortune,  in  the  play  itfelf 
fhc  i queen  of  France,  aud  has  no  fortune  to  feck;  but  it  is  more 
difficult  to  difeover  the  real  meaning  of  this  fpeeeh,  than  to  lefute 
Lis  tonjedure.  It  feems  to  me,  that  the  verb,  Jhall  /nd,  is  not 
governed  by  the  word  Cordelia,  but  by  the  pronoun  /,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fentence  ; and  that  the  words  front  this  enormous 
do  net  refer  to  Cordelia,  but  to  Kent  himfclf,  dreffed  like  a clown, 
and  condemned  to  the  flocks, — an  enormous  Rate  iudeed  fora  man 
of  bis  high  rank. 

The  difficulty  of  this  pafTage  has  arifen  from  a miflakc  in  all 
the  former  editors,  who  have  printed  thefe  three  lines,  as  if  they 
were  a quotation  from  Cordelia's  letter,  whereas  they  are  in  fad 
the  words  of  Kent  himfeif  j let  the  reader  conhder  them  in  that 
light,  as  part  of  Kent’s  own  fpecch,  the  obfeurity  is  at  an  cod, 
aud  the  meaning  is  clearly  this: — “ 1 know  that  the  letter  is  from 
Cordelia,  (who  bath  been  informed  of  myobfeured  courfe)  and 
fh all  gain  time,  by  this  ftrangc  difguife  and  frluation,  which  I 
(hall  employ  in  fccking  to  remedy  our  prefent  lolles.”  M.  Mason. 

NotwithlLmding  the  ingenuity  and  confidence  of  Mr.  M.  Mafoa, 
(who  has  not  however  done  juftice  to  his  own  ideal  I cannot  but 
concur  with  Mr.  Steevens,  iu  aferibing  thefe  broken  expreffions  to 
the  letter  of  Cordelia. — For,  if  the  words  were  Kent's,  there  will 
be  no  intimation  from  the  letter  that  can  give  tbc  lead  infight  to 
Cordelia's  defign  ; and  the  only  apparent  purport  of  it  will  be,  to 
tell  Kcut  that  (he  knew  his  fttuation.  But  exclufivc  of  this  confi. 
deration,  what  hopes  could  Kent  entertain,  in  a condition  fo 
deplorable  as  his — unlcfs  Cordelia  (hould  take  an  opportunity, 
from  the  anarchy  of  me  kingdom,  and  the  broils  fubfifting  belwceu 
Albany  and  Cornwall — of  Ji tiding  a ftmi,  to  give  lojfrs  thrir  remr- 
* - Curao  had  before  mentioned  to  Edmund,  the  iomour  of 
warj  toward,  between  thefe  dukes.  This  report  bad  reached 
Cordelia,  who,  having  alfo  difeovered  the  fituation  and  fidelity  of 
Kent,  writes  to  iufouu  bias,  that  the  fhould  av..il  heifclf  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  LEAR 


367 

Fortune,  good  night;  fmile  once  more;  tnrn  thy 
wheel!  [HcJUtps. 

lirft  opportunity  which  tht  enormities  of  the  times  might  offer, 
of  reltoriog  him  to  her  father's  favour,  ami  her  father  to  his  king, 
doro.  [See  Ad  III.  fc,  i.  Ad  IV.  fc.  iii.J  H&NLtY. 

In  the  old  copies  theft  words  are  printed  in  the  fame  charadrr  at 
the  red  of  the  fpeech.  I have  adhered  to  them,  not  conceiving 
that  they  form  any  part  of  Cordelia's  letter,  or  that  any  part  of  it 
is  or  can  be  read  by  Kent.  He  wiftics  for  the  riling  of  the  fun, 
that  he  may  read  it.  I fufped  that  two  half  lints  have  betu  loft 
between  the  words  fiatt  and  faking  This  enormous  fate  means,  l 
think,  the  confufion  fubGfliog  in  the  ftaie,  in  confrquencc  of  the 
difeord  which  bad  arifen  between  the  dukes  of  Albany  and  Corn- 
wall ; of  which  Kent  hopes  Cordelia  will  avail  hcrfclf.  He  fays  j» 
a fubfequent  fcenc, 

n — There  is  diviGon, 

•*  Although  as  yet  the  face  of  it  be  cover'd 
“ With  mutual  cunning,  ’twixt  Albany  and  Cornwall/’ 

In  the  modern  editions,  after  the  words  under  globe,  the  follow- 
ing ditedion  has  been  inferted:  **  Looking  up  to  the  moon  " Kent 

is  Purely  here  addrefling,  not  the  moon,  but  the  fun,  which  he  has 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  lint,  and  for  whofe  riling  he  is  impa- 
tient, that  he  may  read  Cordelia's  letter.  He  has  juft  before  (aid 
to  Gloftcr,  “ Give  you  good  morrow!"  'tht  comfortable  beams  of 
the  moon  no  poet,  I believe,  has  mentioned.  Tbofe  of  the  fun 
arc  again  mentioned  by  Shakfpeare  in  Timon  of  Athens: 

“ Thou fu n,  tbat  comfort' f,  burn!''  Malone. 

My  reafon  for  concurring  with  former  editors  in  a fuppofition 
that  the  moon,  not  the  fun , was  meant  by  the  beacon , arofc  from  a 
couGderation  that  the  term,  beacon,  was  more  applicable  to  the 
noony  being,  like  that  planet,  only  deigned  for  night-fervicc. 

As  to  the  epithet — comfortable,  itfuits  with  either  luminary;  for 
be  who  is  compelled  to  travel,  or  Gt  abioad,  in  the  night,  mutt 
furely  have  derived  comfort  from  the  luftre  of  the  moon. 

The  mention  of  the  fun  in  the  preceding  proverbial  fentencc  is 
quite  accidental,  and  therefore  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  havt, 
weight  on  the  prefent  occafion. — By  what  is  here  urged,  however, 
I do  not  mean  to  iniuuatc  that  Mr.  Malone's  opinion  is  indefta* 
jtblc.  Stelv&ns. 
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SCENE  III. 

A Part  of  the  Heath. 

Enter  Edgar. 

Edg.  I heard  myfelf  proclaim’d  ; 

And,  by  the  happy  hollow  ofa  tree, 

Efcap’d  the  hunt.  No  port  is  free  ; no  place, 

That  guard,  and  moll  unulual  vigilance. 

Docs  not  attend  my  taking.  While  I may  fcapc, 
I will  preferve  myfelf : and  am  bethought 
To  take  the  bafeft  and  molt  poorcll  (liape, 

That  ever  penury,  in  contempt  of  man, 

Brought  near  to  beaft:  my  face  I’ll  grime  with 
filth: 

Blanket  my  loins  ; elf  all  my  hair  in  knots 
And  with  prefentednakednefs  out-face 
The  winds,  and  peifecutions  of  the  Iky. 

The  country  gives  me  proof  and  precedent 
Of  Bedlam  beggars,4  who,  with  roaring  voices, 

4 elf  nil  my  Lair  in  knots ;]  Hair  thus  knotted,  was  vul- 

garly fuppofed  to  be  the  work  of  elves  and  fairies  in  tbc  night.  So, 
in  Romeo  and  Juliet  : 

“ plats  the  maues  of  horfes  in  the  night, 

•4  And  bakes  the  elf-locks  in  foul  fluid fli  hairs, 

“ Which,  ooce  uuuoglcd,  much  misfortuoc  bodes." 

Stpfvins. 

* Of  Bedlam  l/fgari,]  In  The  Bell-man  of  London , by  Decker, 
Sih  edit.  1640,  it  the  following  account  of  one  of  thefe  charadcrs, 

under  the  title  of  an  Atrakam-Man.  4« be  fwearcs  he  bath 

been  in  Bedlam,  and  will  talke  frantickely  of  purpofe  : you  fee 
finnet  (luck  in  fundry  places  of  his  naked  ttclh,  especially  in  his 
armes%  which  paint  he  gladly  puts  bimfclfe  to,  only  to  tuake  you 
believe  be  is  out  of  bis  wits.  He  calici  himfelft  by  the  name  of 
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Strike  in  their  numb’d  and  mortified  bare  arms 
Pins,  wooden  pricks,6  nails,  fprigs  of  rofemary; 
And  with  this  horrible  objeft,  from  low  farms/ 
Poor  pelting  villages/  lheep-cotes,  and  mills, 

P oort  Tom,  and  comming  near  any  body  cries  out.  Poor  Tern  it  «?- 
sold.  Of  thefe  Abraham-men , fomc  be  exceeding  me»ry,  and  doe 
nothing  but  Ting  fongs  fafhioned  out  of  tbclr  owne  bratnet:  fomc 
will  dance,  others  will  doe  nothing  but  either  laugh  or  wcepc  : 
others  arc  dogged,  aod  fo  fulleo  both  in  loke  and  fpeech,  that 
fpyiug  but  a Imjll  company  in  a houfe,  they  boldiy  and  bluntly 
cuter,  comptiling  the  feivaots  through  fcare  to  give  them  what  they 
demand. " 

Again,  io  0 per  ft  0,  8cc.  Being  an  Addition  kc.  to  Iht  Bill* 
man's  Second  N ight-u  alkt  Sc C.  iGta. 

**  Crackers  t\ed  to  a dogges  tayle  make  not  the  poore  curre 
Tunnc  fafter,  than  thefe  Abram  ninnies  doe  the  filly  villages  of  the 
country,  fo  that  when  they  come  to  any  doore  a begging,  nothing 
is  denied  them.** 

To  Jham  Abraham,  a cant  term,  flill  in  ufe  among  Tailors  and 
the  vulgar,  may  have  this  origin.  Steevens. 

6  tvoodtn  pricks , ] i.  e.  fkewers.  So,  in  The  Wyll  of  the 

Deuill , bl.  1.  no  date.  “ 1 give  to  the  butchers,  8cc.  pricks  inough 
to  fet  up  their  thin  mcatc,  that  it  may  appeare  thicke  and  well 
fedde.”  Stllvens. 

Stcevens  is  right : the  enonymus,  of  which  the  beft  fkewers  are 

made,  is  called  prick-veood,  M.  Mason. 

7 — lour  farms,  ] The  quartos  read,  low  fervice. 

Stesvens. 

• * Poor  pelting  villages,]  Pelting  is  ufed  by  Shakfpeare  in  the 
fenfe  of  beggarly  : 1 fuppofe  from  pelt  a fkiu.  The  poor  beiDg 

generally  cloathcd  in  leather.  WaRBURTON. 

Pelting  is,  I believe,  only  an  accidental  depravation  of  petty* 
Shakfpeare  ufes  it  in  The  Midfummer- Night  s Dream  of  jmall 
brooks.  Johnson. 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher  often  ufe  the  word  in  the  fame  fenfe  as 
Shakfpeare.  So,  in  King  and  no  King , Ad  IV : 

“ This  pelting,  prating  peace  is  good  for  nothing.** 

Spanijh  Curate , Ad  II.  fc.  ult. “ To  learn  the  pelting  law.1’ 

Shakfpcare's  Midfummer  Night’s  Dream , — “ every  peltir.g  river.** 
Meajure  Jor  Meofure , Ad  II.  fc.  vii  : 

“ And  every  pelting  petty  officer.’* 

Vol.  XX.  Bb 
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Sometime  with  lunatick  bans,9  fometime  with 
prayers, 

Enforce  their  charity.— Poor  Turlygood!  poot 
Tom!  * 

That’s  fomething  yet; — Edgar  I nothing  am.  * 

[ Exit. 


Again,  io  Troilvs  and  Crejida,  Heftor  fays  to  Achillci : 

“ Wc  have  had  pelting  wars  lince  you  refus'd 
**  The  Grecian  caufe." 

From  the  firfl  of  the  two  laft  inftances  it  appears  not  to  be  a sir* 
ruftion  of  petty , which  is  ufed  the  next  word  to  it,  but  feeras  to 
be  the  fame  as  paltry:  and  if  it  comes  from  pelt  a (kin,  as  Dr* 
Warburlon  fays,  the  poets  have  furniftied  villages,  peace,  lowt 
rivers,  officers  of  jujtico  and  wars,  all  out  of  one  wardrobe. 

SlklVSNS. 

SeeVol.  VI f.  p.  42,  n.  9.  Malonb. 

9 lunatick  bans,  J To  ban,  is  to  curfe. 

So,  in  Mother  Bombie,  i5q4,  a comedy  by  Lyly: 

“ Well,  be  as  be  may,  is  no  banning*" 

Again,  in  Arden  of  Feverfham , i5g2  : 

**  Nay,  if  thofe  la  a,  let  me  breathe  curfes  forth." 

Stbevenk 

* ptor  Turlygood!  poor  Tom!]  We  (hould  read  Tue lupin. 

Itt  the  fourteenth  century  there  was  a new  fpecics  of  gipGes,  called 
Turlvpins,  a fraternity  of  naked  beggars , which  ran  up  and  down 
Europe.  However,  the  church  of  Rome  hath  dignified  them  with 
the  name  of  keretieks,  and  adually  burned  fome  of  them  at  Paris. 
But  what  fort  of  religionifls  they  were,  appears  from  Genebrard'g 
account  of  them.  “ Turlupioi  Cynicorum  feftam  fufeitantes,  de 
nuditate  pudendorum,  Sc  publico  coitu."  Plainly,  nothing  bu:  a 
band  of  Tom-o' -Bedlams.  Warburton. 

Hauroer  reads — poor  Turluru.  It  is  probable  the  word  Turly- 
good was  the  common  corrupt  pronunciation.  Johnson. 

3 Edgar  I nothing  am.  ] As  Edgar  I ara  outlawed,  dead  ia 

law;  I have  no  longer  nay  political  exigence.  Johnson. 

The  critick’s  idea  is  both  too  complex  and  too  pnerile  for  one  io 
Edgar’s  fuuation.  He  is  purfued,  it  feems,  and  proclaimed,  i.  c. 
a reward  has  been  offered  for  taking  or  killing  him.  In  aflumiog 
this  clura&cr,  fays  he,  I may  preferve  myfclf ; as  Edgar  I am 
inevitably  gone.  Ritson. 

Perhaps  the  meaning  is,  As  poor  Tom,  1 may  exift:  appearing 

as  Edgar,  I am  loft.  Halom. 
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SCENE  IV. 

Before  Gloflcr’s  Cajlle . 4 

Enter  Lear,  Fool,  and  Gentleman. 

Lear.  ’Tis  flrange,  that  they  ftiould  fo  depart 
from  hofne, 

And  not  fend  back  my  mefiengcr. 

Gent.  As  I learn’d, 

The  night  before  there  was  no  pnrpofc  in  them 
Of  this  remove. 

Kent.  Hail  to  thee,  noble  mailer ! 


4 Before  Glojlers  cajile . ] It  is  not  very  clearly  difeovered  vrby 
Lear  comet  hither.  In  the  foregoing  part  he  Cent  a letter  to 
Glofter;  but  do  bint  is  given  of  itt  contents.  He  fecmi  to  have 
gone  to  viGt  Glofter  while  Cornwall  and  Regan  might  prepare  to 
entertain  him.  Johnson. 

It  is  plain,  1 think,  that  Lear  comes  to  the  earl  of  Gloccftcr's 
in  confequcnce  of  his  having  been  at  the  duke  of  Cornwall’s,  and 
having  heard  there*  that  his  fon  and  daughter  were  gout  to  the 
earl  of  Glocefter’s.  His  Gift  words  (how  this  s “ * Tis  Jtran^e  that 
they  (Cornwall  and  Regan)  fhould  Jo  depart  from  home , and  not 
Jend  back  nj  meflenger  ( Kent It  is  clear  alfo  from  Kent's  fpecch 
in  this  feene,  that  he  went  diredly  from  Lear  to  the  duke  of 
Cornwall's,  and  delivered  his  letters,  but,  inftead  of  being  fent 
back  with  any  anfwer,  was  ordered  to  follow  the  duke  and  duebeft 
to  the  earl  of  Gloceftcr’s.  But  what  then  is  the  meaning  of  Lear's 
order  to  Kent  in  the  preceding  adt,  feent  v.  Go  you  before  to 

Gloccfter  with  tkefe  letters. The  obvious  meaning,  aud  what 

will  agree  beft  with  the  courfe  of  the  fubfequent  events,  is,  that 
the  duke  of  Cornwall  and  his  wife  were  then  refidiog  at  Gloccfter. 
Why  Shakfpcare  fhould  chooft  to  fuppofe  them  at  Gloccfter,  rather 
than  at  any  other  city,  is  a different  queftion.  Perhaps  he  might 
think,  that  Gloccfter  implied  fuch  a neighbourhood  to  ths  earl  of 
Clocefter's  caftle,  as  bis  ftory  required.  Ttewhitt. 

£••  p.  13 7,  d.  6.  Malone. 
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Lear.  How! 

Mak’fl  ihou  this  ftiame  thy  paflimc  ? 

Kent.  No,  my  lord.& 

Fool.  Ha,  ha;  look!  he  wears  cruel  garters!* 
Horfes  are  tied  by  the  heads ; dogs,  and  bears,  by 
the  neck;  monkics  by  the  loins,  and  men  by  the 
legs:  when  a man  is  over-Iufly  7 at  legs,  then  h« 
wears  wooden  nether-flock's.1 

1 my  lord . ] Omitted  in  the  quartos.  Stievfns. 

• — he  wears  cruel  garters!]  I believe  a quibble  was  her* 

Intended.  Crtwel  figoifiet  worjled,  of  which  flocking*,  garters, 
night-caps.  See.  are  made;  and  it  is  ufed  in  that  feufe  in  Beau;- 
anont  and  Fletcher’s  Scornful  Lady,  Ad  li : 

44  For  who  that  had  but  half  his  wits  about  him  • 

44  Would  commit  the  couofcl  of  a ferious  Go 
“ To  fuch  a crtwil  night-cap. " — 

So  again  in  the  comedy  of  The  Tuio  Angry  Women  of  Jbingten, 
priuted  >599: 

44 1*11  warrant  you,  ha’ll  have 

44  His  crutll  garters  croft  about  the  knee.” 

So , in  Tkt  Bird  in  a cage,  i633: 

44  I fpcak  the  prologue  to  our  Glk  and  cruel 
44  Gentlemen  in  the  bangings.** 

Again,  in  Woman's  a Weathercock , 1612: 

44  Wearing  of  Jl/i,  why  art  thou  ftill  fo  cruel,*'  Stfeyiiw 

7 — — ovtr-lvjiy — — ] Over-luJIy  in  this  place  has  a double 
fignif^ation.  Lujliuejs  anciently  meant  fautinefs . 

SO,  in  Decker’s  If  this  he  not  a good  flay  the  Devil  is  in  it , 1612  l 

44  upon  paia  of  being  plagued  for  their  lujlynefs •" 

Again,  in  Claudius  Tiberius  Nero,  1607  s 
44  — — {he'll  foarl  and  bite, 

41  And  take  up  Nero  for  bis  hsftiuefs 
Again,  in  Sir  Thomas  North's  tranflation  of  Plutarch: 

44  Caffius’  foldiers  did*lhcwc  tl.crafclvci  vcric  flubborne  and 
lu/lie  in  the  campe,"  8cc.  Stbevens. 

• — — then  he  wears  wooden  nether-flocks.  ] Nether-Jlocis  is  the 
old  word  (or  Jloc kings.  Breeches  were  at  that  time  called  44  men's 
oierjlockn,"  as  I learn  from  Barrel's  Alvearit , or  Quadruple  Difli- 
e*aty,  1 5 80. 

It  appears  from  the  following  paflage  in  the  fecond  part  of  Thi 
Map  of  Mod  Beggar  Hall , See.  an  ancient  ballad,  that  the  flock* 
fngs  were  formerly  fewed  to  the  breeches  s 
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Leas.  What's  he,  that  hath  fo  much  thy  place 
miftook 
To  fet  thee  here  ? 

Kent.  , It  is  both  he  and  flie, 

Your  fon  and  daughter. 

Lear.  No. 

Kent.  Ye*. 

Lear.  No,  I fay. 

Kent.  I fay,  yea. 

Lear.5  No,  no;  they  would  not. 

Kent.  Yes,  they  have. 

Lear.  By  Jupiter,  I fwear  no. 

Kent.  By  Juno,  I fwear,  ay.‘ 

Lear.  They  durft  not  do’t; 

They  could  not,  would  not  do’t;  ’tis  worfe  than 
murder, 

To  do  upon  refpcft  fuch  violent  outrage:9 


«•  Their  fathers  went  in  homely  frees, 

**  And  good  plain  broad«cloth  breeches; 

“ Tbeir  flocking!  with  the  fame  agrees, 

**  Sew’d  on  with  good  flrong  flitches.’* 

Stubbs,  in  bis  Anatomit  of  Abujes , has  a whole  chapter  on  Tit 
1ft ivtrfiiit  bj  Nether-Stockes  worm  in  England,  1595.  Heywood 
among  bis  Epigrams , i56a,  has  the  following: 

“ Thy  upptr-flocks,  be  they  ftuft  with  hike  or  flocks, 

•*  Never  become  thee  like  a nttier  pairt  oj Jlotkt," 

Steiveki. 

• Ltar.-]  This  and  the  next  fpeech  are  omitted  in  the  folio. — I 
liavc  left  the  reft  as  I found  them,  without  any  attempt  at  metrical 
divifion;  being  well  convinced  that,  as  they  are  collcfied  from 
difeordant  copies,  they  were  not  all  defigoed  to  be  preferred,  and 
therefore  cannot,  in  our  ufual  method,  be  arranged. 

STtKVSMS. 

3 By  Juno , I futear,  ay,  J Omitted  in  the  quartos.  Stfkvfns 
8 To  do  upon  rtfptH fuck  violtni  outrage : ] To  violate  the  publick 
land  venerable  charadcr  of  a miCenger  from  the  king.  Johnsoh. 
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Refolve  me,  with  all  modeft  hafle,  which  way 
Thou  miglit'A  dcferve,  or  they  irapofe,  this  ufage, 
Coming  from  us. 

Kent.  My  lord,  when  at  their  home 

I did  commend  your  highnefs’  letters  to  them. 

Ere  I was  rifen  from  the  place  that  fljow’d 
My  duty  kneeling,  came  there  a reeking  poll, 
Stew’d  in  his  hade,  half  breatblefs,  panting  lorth. 
From  Goneril  his  miflrefs,  falutations  ; 

Deliver’d  letters,  fpitc  of  intermiflion/ 

Which  prefently  they  read : on  whofe  contents. 
They  fummon’d  up  their  meiny,*  ftraight  took 
hoife ; 

To  do  an  outrage  upon  rtfpefl,  does  not,  I believe,  primarily 
mean,  to  behave  outrageoufly  to  petjons  of  a refpedable  ebarader, 
[ though  that  io  fnbftance  is  the  feufe  of  tbe  words,)  but  rather, 
to  be  g*ofilj  dtjicitnt  in  rtJptH  to  thofe  who  are  entitled  to  it,  con- 
sidering ttfpeFl  as  perfouified.  So  before  io  this  feene: 

•4  You  (hail  do  fmall  refpeft,  ihow  too  bold  malice 
41  Againft  the  grace  and  perfon  of  my  matter, 

•*  Stocking  his  roeffengers/'  Malone. 

* Deliver'd  letlert , fpite  ej  intermiflion.  ] Intermijfion,  for  an- 
other me  flag*,  which  they  had  then  before  them,  to  coo(ider  of ; 
called  intermilfon,  becaufe  it  came  betweeo  tbeir  leifurc  and  tbe 
Reward's  mett-iRC.  Warburton. 

Spite  of  intermijfion  is  without  poufe,  without  Jujfcring  time  \» 
intervene.  So,  in  Macbeth: 

“ gentle  heaven, 

“ Cut  fhort  all  intermijfion &c.  Steevens. 

Spite  of  intermijfion , perhaps  means  in  fpite  of,  or  without  re- 
garding, that  meffage  which  intervened , and  which  was  entitled 
to  precedent  attention. 

Spite  oj  intermijfion , however,  may  mean,  io  fpite  of  being 
obliged  to  paufe  and  take  breath,  after  having  panted  forth  the 
falotation  fiom  his  miflrefs.  In  Cawdrey's  Alphabetical  Table  of 
hard  words,  1 604,  inter mijjhn  it  defined,  “ foref  owing,  a pawf.ng 
$r  breaking  off."  Malone. 

* They  Junmon'd  up  their  meiny,  1 Meiny,  i,  e.  people.  P OH. 

Mefni,  a ho*ife.  Mefnie,  a family,  Fr. 

So,  in  Monjstur  D Olive,  x6o€. 
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Commanded  me  to  follow,  and  attend 

The  leifure  of  their  anfwer ; gave  me  cold  look* : 

And  meeting  here  the  other  meflenger, 

Whofe  welcome,  I perceiv’d,  had  poifon’d  mine, 
(Heing  the  very  fellow  that  of  late 
Difplay’d  fo  faucily  againft  your  highnefs, ) 

Having  more  man  than  wit  about  me,  drew ; * 

He  rais’d  the  houfe  with  loud  and  coward  cries: 
Your  fon  and  daughter  found  this  trefpafs  worth 
The  ihame  which  here  it  fuffers. 


••  — if  (he,  or  her  fad  meinyt 
“ Be  towards  fleep,  I’ll  wake  them.” 

Again,  in  the  bl.  1.  Romance  of  Syr  Eglamouro  t]  Arloyt , an 
dale ; 

“ Of  the  eraperoure  took  be  leave  ywys, 

«*  And  of  all  the  mtiny  that  wat  there." 

Again  : 

41  Here  cometh  the  king  of  ffrael, 

•*  With  a fayre  meinye."  SteevznI. 

Though  the  word  » ntiny  he  now  obfolete,  the  word  men i*/, 
which  is  derived  from  it,  is  Bill  in  ufe.  On  wkoft  contents, 
means  the  contents  of  which.  M.  Mason. 

Af rniol  is  by  fomc  derived  from  fervants  being  infra  moenia  or 
domelticks.  An  etymology  favoured  by  the  Roman  termination 
of  the  word.  Men;,  in  Kent’s  fenfe,  for  train  or  retinue  was  ufed 
fo  la;e  as  Dryden’s  time  : 

“ The  many  rend  the  ikies  with  loud  applaufe." 

Ode  an  Aleaander* s Feafi% 
Holt  Whitc. 

* Having  more  man  than  wit  about  me,  drew  ; ] The  perfonal 
pronoun  which  is  found  in  a preceding  line,  is  underflood  before 
the  word  iaving.  The  fame  licenfe  is  taken  by  our  poet  in 
• tber  places.  See  A3  IV.  fc.  ii.  “—and  aroongft  them  fill'd 
him  dead}”  where  they  is  underflood.  So,  in  Vol.  XVI.  p.  40; 

“ which  if  granted, 

•*  Ashe  made  femblance  of  bis  duty,  would 
14  Have  put  bis  knife  into  him." 

where  ke  is  undeTftood  before  would.  See  slfo  Hamlet,  A3  If, 
fc.  ii.  44 — whereat  griev’d, — fends  out  anefts." — The  modern 
editors,  fallowing  Sir  Thtanas  Haower,  read — 1 drew.  fcULONt. 

ab  * 
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Fool.  Winter’s  not  gone  yet,7  if  the  wild  geefe 
flv  that  way. 

Fathers,  that  wear  rags. 

Do  make  their  children  blind; 

But  lathers,  that  bear  bags, 

Shall  fee  their  children  kind. 

Fortune  that  arrant  whore, 
iMe’er  turns  the  key  to  the  poor. — 

But,  for  all  this,  thou  {halt  have  as  many  dolours' 
for  thy  daughters/  as  thou  can’ft  tell  in  a year. 

Lear.  O,  how  this  mother ' fwells  up  toward 
my  heart ! 


’ Winter's  not  gone  yet,  be.  ] If  this  be  their  behaviour,  the 
king's  doubles  aic  noi  yet  at  an  end.  Johnson. 

Thi6  fpceeh  is  omitted  in  the  quartos.  Striven!. 

• dolours—  ] Quibble  intruded  between  dolours  and  dollars . 

Hambr. 

The  fame  quibble  had  occurred  in  Tie  Ttmfejl,  and  in  Mtajurt 
Jcr  Mtajurt.  Stm.vin*. 

9 — — for  thy  daughters,}  i.  e.  on  account  of  thy  daughters’ 
ingratitude.  In  the  firtt  pan  of  the  fentence  dol  v s is  underilnod 
in  it»  true  fenfe ; in  the  Utter  pan  it  is  taken  for  dollars.  The 
modern  editors  have  adopted  an  alieiation  made  by  Mr.  lhcobald, 
— from  iuHcad  of  fur ; and  following  the  fecoud  folio,  read — itiy 
dear  daughters  Malone. 

a 0 , hot*  this  mother  &c.  ] Lear  here  aflV&s  to  pafs  off  the 
fwelling  of  his  heart  icady  to  butft  with  grid  aod  indignation.  for 
the  dilcafe  called  the  Mother,  or  Hydfrira  fjjfio.  which,  in  our 
author  s time,  was  not  thought  peculiar  to  women  only.  In 
Haifnct’s  Declaration  oj  Popijh  Impo flutes,  Richard  Mainy,  Gent. 
One  of  the  pretended  d moniacs,  depofes,  p.  263,  that  the  firft 
night  that  lie  came  to  Denham,  the  feat  of  Mr  Pcckham,  where 
thefe  impoflurcs  were  managed,  he  was  fomewhat  cvtll  at  eafe, 
aud  he  giew  worfc  and  worfe  with  an  old  difeafe  that  he  had,  and 
which  the  pricAs  perfuaded  him  was  from  the  poll  ffion  of  the 
devil,  viz.  *•  The  difeafe,  I fpakc  of  was  a fpice  of  the  Mother t 
wherewith  I had  bene  troubled  . . . before  my  going  it. to  Frauuce  • 
whether  I doe  rightly  term  it  the  Mother  or  no,  I kuowe  not  . • • 


KING  LEAR. 


Hyjlcrica  pojfio  ! down,  thou  climbing  forrow, 
Thy  element’s  below  ! — Where  is  this  daughter? 
Kent.  With  the  earl,  fir,  here  within. 

Lear.  Follow  me  not; 

Stay  here.  [ Exit. 

Gent.  Made  you  no  more  offence  than  what  you 
fpeak  of  ? 

Kent.  None. 

How  chance  the  king  comes  with  fo  fmall  a train  ? 

Fool.  An  thou  hadfl  been  fet  i’  the  flocks  for 
that  queflion,  thou  hadfl  well  deferved  it. 

Kent  Why,  fool  ? 

Fool.  We’ll  fet  thee  to  fchool  to  an  ant,3  to 


When  T was  ficke  of  this  difeafe  in  Fraunee,  a Scottilh  doflor  of 
ph\ Tick  then  iu  Pjrii,  oiled  it,  as  I remember,  Virtiginm  Capitis, 
Jt  nfrth  ....  of  a windc  in  the  botlomc  of  the  belly,  and  pro- 
ceeding with  a great  fuelling,  caufeth  a very  painful  collicke  in 
the  flomark,  and  an  extraordinary  giddinrs  io  the  head." 

It  is  at  lerft  very  probable,  that  Shakfpeare  would  not  have 
thought  of  miking  Lear  affed  to  have  the  Hijlttick  rajfion t or 
AJo/Arr,  if  this  pafiage  in  Haifnet's  pamphlet  had  not  fuggefled  it 
to  him,  whin  he  was  felefling  the  other  particulars  ftom  it,  in 
order  to  fumifb  out  l*i<  chaiader  of  Tom  of  Bedlam,  to  whom 
Ills  demoniacal  gibber  ilia  is  admirably  adapted.  Percy. 

In  p.  25  of  the  above  pamphlet  it  is  f?id  11  Ma  : Maynie  had  a 
f jr  ice  of  the  HyJltrUs  paJfio%  as  fee  ms,  fioui  his  youth,  he  bimfclfe 
termes  it  the  M ootktr,"  Kit&on. 

3 Wf'll  f t thet  to  fckool  to  an  ant , &c.  ] »*  Go  to  the  ant,  thou 
fluggard,  (lays  Solomon,)  learn  her  ways,  and  be  wife;  which 
having  no  guide,  over-leer,  or  ruler,  providelb  bar  meat  in  tbc 
fummety  and  gathcreth  her  food  io  the  harveft.” 

iSy  tbi-  allufion  more  is  meant  than  is  exprefled.  If,  fays  the 
Fool,  you  had  been  fctiOol'd  by  the  ant,  you  would  have  known 
th.u  the  king's  train,  like  that  f.tgacious  animal,  prefer  the  fumraer 
of  ptoipetity  to  the  colder  feafon  of  adverfitv,  from  which  no 
profit  nn  be  derived;  and  defert  him,  whofe  “ rn«  How  hangings" 
have  been  lhaken  down,  and  who  by  “ one  winter's  brulh  " hat 
keen  left  4t  open  and  bare  for  every  dorm  that  blows.” 

Malone* 
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teach  thee  there’s  no  labouring  in  the  winter.  All 
that  follow  their  nofes  are  led  by  their  eyes,  but 
blind  men  ; and  there’s  not  a nofe  among  twenty, 
but  can  fmell  him  that’s  {linking. 4 Let  go  thy 
hold,  when  a great  wheel  runs  down  a hill,  left  it 
break  thy  neck  with  following  it ; bat  the  great 
one  that  goes  up  the  hill,  let  him  draw  thee  after. 
When  a wife  man  gives  thee  5 better  counfel,  give 


* All  that  follow  their  noftt  ore  ltd  by  their  eytty  but  blind  men ; 
and  there' s not  a nofe  among  twenty,  but  can  fmell  him  that's  (linking  ] 
The  word  twenty  refers  to  the  nofet  of  the  blind  ment  and  not  to  tbc 
men  in  general.  Steevens. 

Mr.  M.  Mafon  fuppofes  we  fliould  read  Jinking.  What  the  Fool, 
fays  he,  wants  to  deferibe  it,  the  (agamy  of  mankiod,  in  finding 
cut  the  man  whofe  fortunes  are  declining.  Reed. 

Stinking  is  the  true  reading.  See  a paflage  from  All's  well  that 
ends  well  which  I had  quoted,  before  I was  aware  that  it  had  like- 
wife  been  feleded  by  Mr.  Malone,  for 'the  fame  purpofe  of  illuftra- 
lion,  in  the  following  note.  Mr.  Mr.  Mafon's  cooje&ure,  however, 
may  be  countenanced  by  a paflage  io  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

44  Our  fortune  on  the  fca  is  out  of  breath, 

“ And  fnki  mod  lamentably.*’  Steevens. 

Mankind,  fays  the  Fool,  may  be  divided  into  thofe  who  can 
fee  and  thofe  who  are  blind.  All  men,  but  blind  men,  though 
they  follow  their  nofes,  are  led  by  their  eyes ; and  this  clafs  of 
mankind,  feting  the  king  ruined,  have  all  deferred  him  : with  re- 
fpr&  to  the  other  clafs,  the  blind,  who  have  nothing  but  their 
nofes  to  guide  them,  they  elfo  fly  equally  from  a king  whofe  for- 
tunes are  declining  ; for  of  the  nofes  of  twenty  blind  men  there  it 
not  oue  but  can  fcnell  him,  who  44  being  muddy'd  in  fortune's  mood, 
fmtlls  Jomtwka^Jfrongly  of  her  dfpleafure . " You  need  not  therefore 
be  furpnfed  at  I.ear's  coming  with  fo  final  1 a train. 

The  quartos  read  — among  a hundred.  Malone. 

*  When  a wife  man  gives  thee  &c.  ] One  cannot  too  much 

commend  the  cautiou  which  our  moral  poet  ufes,  on  all  occafiona, 
to  preveiit  his  fentiment  from  being  perverfely  taken.  So  here, 
having  given  an  ironical  precept  in  commendation  of  perfidy  and 
bafe  defertion  of  the  unfortunate,  for  fear  it  fhould  be  underftood 
ferioufty,  though  delivered  by  his  buifooo  or  jefter,  he  has  the 
precaution  to  add  this  beautiful  corrective,  full  of  fine  fenle, — **  1 
would  have  none  but  kaaves  follow  it,  fine*  a fool  gives  it." 

Wamu&tok* 
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roe  mine  again:  I would  have  none  bat  knavei 
follow  it,  fmce  a fool  gives  it.  ' 

That,  fir,  which  ferves  and  feeks  for  gain. 
And  follows  but  for  form, 

Will  pack,  when  it  begins  to  rain, 

And  leave  thee  in  the  ftorm. 

But  I will  tarry  ; the  fool  will  flay, 

And  let5 6 7  the  wife  man  fly: 

The  knave  turns  fool,  that  runs  away ; 

The  fool  no  knave,  perdy. 

Kent.  Where  learn’d  you  this,  fool? 

Fool.  Not  i’  the  flocks,  fool. 


Re-enter  Lear,  with  Gloster. 

Lear.  Deny  to  fpe’ak  with  me?  They  are  Gck? 
they  are  weary? 

They  have  travell’d  hard  to*night?  Mere  fetches  ;r 
The  images  of  revolt  and  flying  off! 

Fetch  me  a better  anfwer. 

Glo.  My  dear  lord, 

You  know  the  fiery  quality  of  the  duke; 


5 Bat  I mill  tarty  ; thi  foci  mill  Jla),  1 

dad  lit  Sec.  J 1 think,  thii  pillage  erroneous,  though  both  the 
topics  concur.  Tbc  fenfe  will  be  mended  if  wc  read  : 

But  I will  tarry;  tbc  fool  will  flay. 

And  let  the  wife  man  fly ; 

The  fool  turns  knave,  that  runs  away  ; 

The  knave  no  fool,  ■ 

That  I flay  with  the  king  is  a proof  that  I am  a fool  ; the  wife 
men  are  deferting  him.  There  is  knavery  in  this  defertion,  but 
there  is  no  folly.  Johnson. 

7 Mere  fetches  i ] Though  ibis  line  is  now  dcfe&Ive,  perhaps  it 
•rigioallv  flood  thus: 

Mfte  jetekes  ali;— . Striven*. 
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How  nnremoveable  and  fix’d  he  is 
In  his  own  courfe. 

Lear.  Vengeance  ! plague!  death!  ebnfufion!  — 
Fiery?  what  quality?  Why,  Glofler,  Gloller, 

I’d  fpeak  with  the  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  his  wife. 
Gi.o.  Well,  my  good  lord,6  I have  inform’d 
them  fo. 

Lear.  Iuform’d  them  ! Dofl  tlion  underhand 
me,  man? 

Gi.o.  Ay,  iny  good  lord. 

Lear.  The  king  would  fpeak  with  Cornwall; 
the  dear  father 

Would  with  his  daughter  fpeak,  commands  her 
lervice : 

Are  they  inform’d  of  this?7 My  breath  and 

blood ! — 

Fiery?  the  fiery  duke  ? — Tall  the  hot  duke,  that*  — 
No,  but  not  yet : — may  be,  he  is  not  well : 
Infirmity  doth  fiill  negleft  all  office, 

Whereto  onr  health  is  bound  ; we  are  not  ourfelves. 
When  nature,  being  opprefs’d,  commands  the  mind 
To  fuffer  with  the  body  : I’ll  forbear  ; 

And  am  fallen  out  with  my  more  headier  will, 

To  take  the  indifpos’d  and  (ickly  fit 

For  the  louud  man. — Death  on  my  flate!  wherefore 

[ looking  on  Kent. 

Should  he  fit  here?  This  a&perfuades  me,9 

* G!o.  If///,  tc.  ] This,  with  the  following  fpeecb,  i«  omitted 
in  the  quartos.  Stfevfh*. 

7 Are  they  inform'd  of  tkit  f ] This  line  is  not  in  the  quartos. 

Malonk. 

® — — Tell  ike  hot  Juke,  that ] The  quartos  read  — Tell 

the  hot  duke,  that  Lear  - ■■  Stmvcni. 

•  Tkit  aft  perfuodet  ms,  ] As  the  mcafure  is  here  defeflive, 

perhaps  our  author  wrote  : 

— — Tkit  aft  almoft  perfuadet  me , — . Stievens. 
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That  this  remot'on*  of  the  duke  and  her 
Is  prafiice  only. 3 Give  me  my  fervant  forth : 

Go,  tell  the  duke  and  his  wife.  I’d  fpeak  with  them. 
Now,  prefently : bid  them  come  forth  and  hear  me, 
Or  at  their  chamber  door  I’ll  beat  the  drum, 

Till  it  cry.  Sleep  to  death . 4 

Glo.  I’d  have  aH  well  betwixt  you.  [Exit, 
Lear.  O me,  my  heart,  my  rifing  heart ! — but, 
down. 

Fool.  Cry  to  it,  nunde,  as  the  cockney  5 did  to 


*  this  reraotion ] From  their  own  hoofe  to  that  oF 

the  carl  of  Glofter.  Malone. 

* Is  pradice  only.  ] Practice  is  in  Shakfpeare,  and  other  old 
writers,  ufed  commonly  in  an  ill  fenfe  for  unlawful  artifice, 

Johnson, 

4 Till  it  cry,  Sleep  to  death.  } This,  as  it  Bands,  appears  to  be 
a mere  noofenfical  rhapfody : — Perhaps  we  (hould  read — Death 
to  Jtitp  inftead  of  Sleep  to  death . M.  Mason. 

* — — the  cockney—. — ] It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  the  exad 
power  of  this  term  of  contempt,  which,  as  the  editor  of  the  Can- 
terbury Tales  of  Chaucer  obferves,  might  have  been  originally 
borrowed  from  the  kitchen.  From  the  ancient  ballad  of  The  Tut • 
nament  of  Tottenham , publifhed  by  Dr.  Percy  in  his  fecond  volume 
of  Ancient  Poetry , p.  24,  it  (hould  feetn  to  Ggnify  a coot: 

“ At  that  feaft  were  they  ferved  in  rich  array; 

41  Eveiy  five  and  five  had  a eoienry 
i.  e.  a cool,  or  Jcullio a,  to  attend  them. 

Shakfpeare,  however,  in  Twelfth  Night,  makes  Itis  Clown  Cay, 
14  I am  afraid  this  great  lubber  the  world,  will  prove  a cockney." 
In  this  place  it  feems  to  have  a fignification  not  unlike  that  which 
it  bears  at  prefent ; and,  indeed,  Cbauccr  in  his  Rett's  Tale , 
vcr.  4205,  appears  to  employ  it  with  fuch  a meaning  : 

44  And  when  this  jape  is  laid  another  day, 

44  I (hall  be  haldcn  a daffe  or  a cocirnay . " 

Meres  likewifc  in  the  fecond  part  of  his  Wit's  Commonwealth % 
*598,  obferves,  that  44  many  cotfney  and  wanton  women  are  oficn 
lick,  but  in  faith  they  cannot  tell  where.”  Detkar , alfo.  in  hit 
Newts  from  Hell , &c.  160G,  has  the  following  paifage,  44  *Tis  not 
their  fault,  but  our  mother's,  our  cockering  mother's,  who  for 
their  labour  made  us  to  be  called  esekneyu"  See  the  notes  on  tbo 
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llie  eels,  when  fhe  put  them  i’  the  pafle®  alive  ; 
fhe  rapp’d  ’em'  o’  the  coxcombs  with  a flick,  and 
cry’d,  Down,  wantons,  down:  ’Twas  her  brother, 
that  in  pare  kindnefs  to  his  horfe,  butter’d  his  hay. 

Enter  Cornwall,  Regan,  Gloster,  and  Servants. 

Lear.  Good  morrow  to  you  both. 

Corn.  Hail  to  your  grace! 

[Kent  is  fet  at  liberty. 
Reg.  I am  glad  to  fee  your  highnefs. 

Lear.  Kegan,  1 think  you  are ; 1 know  wha» 
realon 


Canterbury  Tales  of  Chaucer,  Vol.  IV-  p.  a53,  where  Che  reader 
will  meet  with  more  information  on  this  fubjed.  Steevens. 

Cocker, ay , as  Dr.  Percy  imagines,  cannot  be  a cook  or  fcullion, 
but  it  Come  dith  which  I am  unable  to  afeertain.  My  authority 
ii  the  following  epigram  from  Davies  z 

“ He  that  comes  every  day,  (hall  have  a cock-nay, 
u And  he  that  comes  but  now  and  then,  (hall  have  a fat  hen.” 

Ep.  on  Eng.  Prov.  179. 

W HALLEY# 

Mr.  Malone  expreffes  bis  doubt  whether  cockney  means  a fcullion, 
let.  in  The  Tumamtnt  of  Tottenham  i and  to  the  lines  already  quoted 
from  J.  Davies's  Scourge  oj  Folly , adds  the  two  next:  \ 

“ But  cocks  that  to  hens  come  but  now  and  then, 

Shall  have  a cock-nay,  not  the  fat  ben.” 

I have  been  lately  informed  by  au  old  lady  that,  during  her  child- 
hood, fhe  remembers  having  eaten  a kind  of  fugar  pellets  called 
at  that  time  cockneys . Steevens* 

• . the  eels , token  Jht  put  them  1 the  fajle ] Hinting 

that  the  cel  and  Lear  are  in  the  fame  danger.  Johnson. 

This  reference  is  not  faHiciently  explained.  — The  pajle , or  cruft 
oj  a pic , in  Shakfpcare’s  time,  was  called  a coffin.  Henley. 

’ Jht  rapp'd  'em-*. — ] So  the  quartos*  The  folio  reads -w 

fhe  inapt  'em.  Malone. 

Rapp'd  mud  be  the  true  reading,  at  the  ouljr  fenfe  of  the  mb* 
M Snap,  it  to  /«»/,  or  inti  tjmdtr.  Stmvimi. 
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I have  to  think  fo : if  thou  fliould’ft  not  be  glad, 
I would  divorce  me  from  thy  mother’s  tomb, 
Sepulch’ring8  an  adultrefs.  — O,  are  yon  free? 

[ to  Kent. 

Some  other  time  for  that Beloved  Regan, 

Thy  filler’s  naught:  O Regan,  (he  hath  tied 
Sharp-tooth’d  unkindnefs,  like  a vulture,  here, 5 — 

[points  to  his  heart . 

I can  fcarce  fpeak  to  thee ; thou’lt  not  believe, 

Of  how  deprav'd  a quality  * — O Regan ! 

Reg.  1 pray  you,  fir,  take  patience  ; I have  hope. 
You  lefs  know  how  to  value  her  defert, 

Than  flic  to  leant  her  duty.  * 

• Sepulck'  ring  — — ] This  word  it  accented  in  the  fame  manner 
ky  Pairjan  and  Milica  .• 

“ As  if  bis  work  fhould  his  Jrpulcker  be,"  C.  i.  ft.  a5. 

“ And  fo  JepuUktt'd  in  fucb  pomp  doft  iie," 

Milica  cn  Skakjptort,  line  XT.  Stzivin*. 

• — — Jhi  kali  liti 

Skarp-tootk'd  unkindntj i,  like  a vulture,  kere,  ] Alluding  to  tin 
Ctble  of  Prometheus.  Warburton. 

Of  kow  dtprav  d a quality  — — Thut  tbe  quarto.  The  folia 
tcadt ; 

With  bow  deprav'd  a quality  — ..  Johnson. 

’ Hen  Jht  to  fcant  hr  duty.]  Tbe  word  /cant  it  dircftly  con? 
erary  to  tbe  fenfe  intended.  The  quarto  reads  t 
Jlack  her  duty, 

which  is  no  better.  May  we  not  change  it  thus : 

You  lefs  know  how  to  value  ber  defert, 

Than  (he  to  Jean  her  duty. 

To  Jean  may  be  to  mtajurt  or  proportion.  Yet  our  author  ufea 
bit  negatives  with  fucb  licenlioufnefs,  that  it  is  hardly  fafe  to 
make  any  alteration.  — Scant  may  mean  to  adapt,  to  Jt,  to  pro- 
portion ; which  fenfe  feems  flill  to  be  retained  in  the  mechanical 
term  Jeantling.  Johnson. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr  had  propofed  this  change  of  Jc  ant  into  Jeans 

but  furcly  no  alteration  is  neceflary.  Tbe  other  reading /lack, 

would  anfwer  as  well.  You  lefs  know  how  to  value  her  defert, 
than  Are  ( knows ) to Jcant  her  duty,  i.  c.  than  fhc  can  be  capable  ef 
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Lear.  Say,4  how  is  that? 


being  wanting  in  tier  duty.  I have  at  lead  given  the  intended 
meaning  of  the  paflagc.  Stekveni 

ShaVfpeare  without  doubt  intended  to  make  Regan  fay,  I have 
hope  that  ike  Ja9  will  rather  turn  out,  that  you  know  not  how  to  *p- 
pretiatc  her  merit,  than  that  fhe  knows  how  to  fraot,  or  be  deficient 
in,  her  duty . But  that  he  has  exprefled  this  fentiment  inaccurately, 
will,  I think,  clearly  appear  from  inverting  the  fentence,  without 
changing  a word.  41  I have  hope  (fays  Regan)  that  (he  knows 
more  [or  better  ] how  to  fcant  her  duty,  than  you  know  how  to 
value  her  defert." — i.  e.  I hare  hope,  that  fhe  is  more  pt>Jetl , more 
a«  adept,  (if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed)  in  the  non-performance 
of  her  duty,  that  you  aie  pcifcd,  or  accurate,  in  the  ciliraauon 
of  her  merit. 

In  The  Winter's  Tale  we  meet  with  an  ioaccuracy  of  the  fame 
kind  : 

**  ■ - ...  I ne'er  heard  yet, 

“ That  any  of  thefe  bolder  vices  wanted 
14  Lejs  impudence  to  gainfay  wbat  they  did, 

44  Than  to  perform  it  firft." 

where,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  has  juftlr  obfcrvrd,  44  wanted  fhould  be  had, 
or  left  fhould  be  more." — Again,  in  Cymbtliner  4*  — be  it  bur  to 
fortify  her  judgment,  which  el f c an  eafy  battery  might  lay  flat,  for 
taking  a beggar  without  left  quality,"  Here  alio  iejs  fhould  cer- 
tainly be  more. 

Again,  in  Macbeth  s 

44  Who  cannot  want  the  thought  how  monftrous 
44  It  was  for  Malcolm  and  for  Donalbain 
44  To  kill  the  gracious  Duncan?” 

Here  unqueftiouibly  for  cannot  the  poet  fhould  have  written  can. 
See  alfo  Vol.  XVIII.  p-  392,  n.  9. 

If  Lear  is  lefs  knowing  in  the  valuation  of  Goneril’s  defert,  than 
fhe  is  in  her  (canting  of  her  duty,  then  fhe  knows  better  how  to 
Jeanl  or  be  deScicnt  in  her  duty,  than  he  knows  how  to  appretiate 
her  defert.  Will  any  one  maintain,  that  Regan  meant  to  exprefs 
a hope  that  this  would  prove  the  cafe? 

Shakfpeare  perplexed  himfclf  by  placing  the  word  tefs  before 
know;  for  if  he  had  written,  44  I have  hope  that  you  rather  know 
how  to  make  her  defnt  left  than  it  is,  ( to  underrate  it  in  your 
efiiraation  ) than  that  (he  at  all  kno%t  how  to  fcant  her  duty,”  all 
would  have  been  clear;  but,  by  placing  le/s  before  knout,  tbit 
meaning  is  deflroyed. 

Thole  who  imagine  that  this  paflage  is  accurately  expreffed  as  it 
■ow  (lands,  deceive  tbemfclvcs  by  tbit  fallacy:  in  paraphrafiDg  it, 
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Reg.  I cannot  think,  my  lifter  in  the  lead 
Would  fail  her  obligation:  If,  fir,  perchance, 

She  have  reftrain’d  tiie  riots  of  your  followers, 

’lis  on  fnch  ground,  and  to  fuch  wholcfome  end, 
As  clears  her  from  all  blame. 

Lear.  My  curfeson  her! 

Reg.  O,  fir,  yon  are  old; 

Nature  in  you  (lands  on  the  very  verge 
Of  her  confine:  you  fhould  be  rul’d,  and  led 
By  fume  diferetion,  that  difeerns  your  (late 
Better  than  you  yourlelf:  Therefore,  I pray  you, 
'I  hat  to  our  filler  you  do  make  return  ; 

Say.  you  have  wrong’d  her,  fir. 

Lear.  Aik  her forgivenefs? 

Do  you  but  mark  how  this  becomes  thehoufe  : s 


they  always  lake  the  word  left  out  of  its  place,  and  conned  it,  6r 
fome  other  fynon>mous  word,  with  the  word  de/tri . Malone. 

4 Say,  &c.J  This,  as  well  as  the  following  fpeccb,  is  omitted  itk 
the  quartos.  Steevens. 

5 Do  you  but  mark  how  this  becomes  the  boufc?j  The  order  of 
families,  duties  of  relation.  Warburton. 

In  The  Teiupejl  we  have  again  nearly  the  fame  fentiraent: 

14  Rut  O how  oddly  will  it  found  that  1 
44  Mull  afle  my  child  forgivenefs?”  Malone. 

Dr.  Warburtoo’s  explanation  may  be  fupported  by  the  following 
p adage  in  Milton  on  Divorte , B.  II.  cb.  xii.  44  ■—  the  rcltraint 

whereof,  who  is  not  too  ihick-fightcd,  may  fee  bow  hurtful,  how 
deflrudive,  it  is  to  the  houfe,  the  church,  and  commonwealth !” 

* Tollft. 

The  old  reading  may  likewife  receive  additional  fupport  from 
ihc  following  pillage  in  The  Blind  beggar  of  Alexandria,  1598: 

44  Come  up  to  (upper;  it  will  become  the  houfe  wondcrfull  well." 

Mr.  Toilet  has  fioce  furuilhed  me  with  the  following  extraft 
from  Sir  Thomas  Smith's  Commonwealth  of  England , 410.  sbot. 
chap.  II.  which  has  much  t lie  fame  exprediou,  and  explains  it. 
4t  They  two  together  [man  and  wifej  rulcth  the  houfe.  The  houje 
I call  here,  the  man,  the  woman,  their  children,  their  Urvautf,’ 
bond  and  free,  ’ 8cc.  Steevens. 

Vo  u XX.  C c 
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Dear  daughter , I confejs  that  1 am  old; 

Age  is  unnecejfary  :*  on  my  knees  I beg,  [kneeling. 
That  you'll  vouclijafe  me  raiment,  bed,  and  food. 

Reg.  Good  fir,  no  more  ; thefc  are  unfightly 
tricks: 

Return  you  to  my  lifter. 

Lear.  Never,  Regan: 

She  hath  abated  me  of  half  my  train  ; 

Look’d  black  upon  me;5  ftruck  me  rath  her 
tongue, 

Moft  fcrpen  t-like,  upon  the  very  heart : — 

AU  the  ftor’d  vengeances  of  heaven  fall 
On  heringrateful  top  ! Strike  her  young  bones, 
You  taking  airs,  with  lamenefs ! 

Corn.  Fie,  fie,  fie! 


Again,*  in  Painter’s  Palace  oj  Pleo/vrt : “ The  gentleman’s 

wife  one  day  could  not  reftaioe  (beholding  a ftagges  head  fet  up  in 
the  gentleman's  houfe)  from  breaking  into  a laughter  before  hit 
face,  faying  how  that  head  leeame  the  koufe  very  well.” 

Henderson. 

4 Age  is  unnccefTary  :]  i.  e.  Old  age  has  few  wants.  Johnson. 

This  ufage  of  the  word  unnecejfary  is  quite  without  example  ; 
and  I believe  my  learned  coadjutor  has  rather  improved  than  ex- 
plained the  meaning  of  his  author,  who  leemi  to  have  defigned  to 
fay  no  more  than  that  it  feemi  unnectjfory  to  children  that  the  livca 
of  their  parents  JhouU  be  prolonged.  Age  is  unnecejfary^  may  mean, 
old  people  are  ujelrjs.  So,  ia  The  Old  Lawy  by  Maflingcr  : 

»* your  laws  extend  not  to  defcit, 

»»  But  to  unnecejfary  years  ; and,  my  lord, 

11  His  arc  not  inch.'*  Steevens. 

Unnecfjjaty  in  Lear's  fpcetb,  1 believe,  means— in  want  if  *!"/• 
Jaties^  unable  lo  procure  them . Tyr  WHITT. 

* Look’d  black  upon  me ;]  To  look  Hack , may  eafily  be  ex- 
plain'd to  look  cloudy  or  gloomy.  So,  Milton: 

11  So  frown’d  the  mighty  combatants,  that  hell 
*«  Crew  darker  at  their  frown."-  — ■ JOHNSON. 

So,  Holinfhed,  Vo’.  HI.  p.  1157;  ** Tb«  bifhopi  thereat 

repined,  aud  looked  klaek*  Iolult. 
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Lear.  You  nimble  lightnings,  dart  your  blind- 
* ing  flames 

Into  her  fcornful  eyes  ! Infefl  her  beauty, 

You  len-fuck’d  fogs,  drawn  by  the  powerful  fun, 
To  fall  and  blafl  her  pride! s 

Reg.  O the  blcfl  gods ! 

So  will  you  wifh  on  me,  when  the  raflr  mood’s  on/ 

Lear.  No,  Kegnn,  thou  fhalt  never  liave  my 
curfe; 

Thy  tender-hefted  nature  ' fhall  not  give 

* To  fall  and  bla/l  her  frlde /]  Thus  the  quarto:  The  folio  reads 
not  fo  well,  to  Jail  and  blijter . Johnson. 

Fall  is,  I think,  ufed  here  as  an  adive  verb,  figtiif ying  to  hum- 
ble or  pull  down.  Ye  fen-fuck'd  fogs%  drawn  from  the  earth  by  the 
powerful  aftion  of  the  fun , in  jell  her  beauty , fo  as  to  fall  and  blajl% 
i.  e.  humble  and  dtflroy,  her  pride . Shakfpcarc  in  other  placet 
ufes  fall  in  an  adive  fenfe.  So,  iu  Othello: 

41  Each  drop  (he  falls  will  prove  a crocodile.” 

Again,  in  Troilus  and  Crejfida  : 

44  — make  him  fail 

44  His  creft,  that  prouder  than  blue  Iris  bends/' 

In  the  old  play  of  ICing  Leir  our  poet  found, 

44  I ever  thought  that  pride  would  have  a fall." 

Malone. 

I fee  no  occafion  for  fuppofing  with  Malone,  that  the  word 
fall  is  to  be  coofnlcrcd  in  an  adive  fenfe,  as  Ugnifyiug  to  kurublt 
or  pull  down)  it  appears  to  me  to  be  ufed  in  this  paflage  in  ill 
common  acceptation;  and  that  the  plain  meaning  is  this,  44  You 
fen-fuck’ d fogs,  drawn  up  by  the  fun  in  order  to  fall  down  again 
and  blaft  her  pride."  M.  Mason. 

I once  propbfed  the  fame  explanation  to  Dr.  Johnfoo,  but  be 
would  not  receive  it.  Steevens. 

7 — when  the  rajh  mood's  on.]  Thus  the  folios  The  quartos 

read  only, when  the  rafh  mood perhaps  leaving  the  feuteoce 

purpofely  unfinifhed,  as  indeed  I fhould  wifh  it  to  be  left,  rather 
than  countenance  the  admiflion  of  a line  fo  inharmonious  as  that 
in  the  text.  Steevens. 

* Thy  tender-hefted  nature  — — ] Hefted  feems  to  mean  the  fame 
as  heaved.  Tender-hefted , i.  e.  whole  bofom  is  agitated  by  tender 
paGQons.  The  formation  of  fuch  a participle,  I believe,  cannot  be 
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Thee  o’er  to  harfhnefs ; her  eyes  are  fierce,  bu* 
thine 

Do  comfort,  and  not  burn  :’Tis  not  in  thee 
To  giudge  my  pleafures,  to  cut  off  my  train. 

To  bandy  hafty  words,  to  fcant  my  fizes,* 

And,  in  coriclufion,  to  oppofe  the  bolt 
Againftmy  coming  in:  thou  better  know’ll 
The  offices  of  nature,  bond  of  childhood, 

Effefls  of  courtefy,  dues  of  gratitude ; 

The  half  o’the  kingdom  haft  thou  not  forgot. 
Wherein  I thee  endow’d. 

Reg.  Good  fir,  to  the  purpofe. 

[ Trumpets  within. 

grammatically  accounted  for.  Shakfpeare  ufet  Itfh  for  ktavinp 
in  Til  Winter' i Tth,  AS  It.  Both  the  quartos  however  read 
“ tender .ktfttd  nature,''  which  may  mean  a nature  which  is  go* 
vetoed  by  gentle  difpofitions.  HiJI  it  an  old  word  figoifying 
nmmand.  So,  in  Til  Wan  if  Cynu,  1S94: 

“ Mufl  yield  to  itjt  of  others  that  be  free." 

Hiftii  is  the  reading  of  the  folio.  Steevins. 

* ■ — to  Jean!  my  fires,]  To  contraA  my  allowances  or  pro* 
portions  fettled.  JOBitsoN. 

A fur  is  one  of  the  lowed  rank  of  fludents  at  Cambridge,  and 
lives  on  a dated  allowance. 

Sian  are  certain  portions  of  bread,  beer,  or  other  vifiuals, 
which  io  publick  focietict  are  fet  down  to  the  account  of  particular 
perfoni:  a word  Bill  ufed  in  colleges.  So,  in  Tit  Return  from 
Parnajfm  1 

“ You  are  one  of  the  devil's  fcllow.commoncre ; one  that  full 
the  devil's  butteries." 

“ Fidlcrs,  fet  it  on  my  head  ; 1 ufe  to  /s<  my  mufick,  or  gh 
on  the  fcore  for  it.”  Return  from  Fanajus. 

Sill  foraeiimcs  means  company.  So,  in  Cintiia'l  Ranft,  liijf 
“ He  now  attended  with  a barbal Jin 
“ Of  fober  flatefmen,"  8tc. 

1 fuppofe  a Sarin/  Jut  it  a itarded  company.  StuVIM, 

See  a feu  in  MinOtcw's  Di&ioaary.  Tolu  T. 
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Lear.  Who  pat  my  man  i’  the  (locks? 

Corn,  What  trumpet’s  that? 

Enter  Steward. 

Reo.  1 know’t,  my  filler's:*  this  approves  her 
letter. 

That  (he  would  foonbe  here. — Isyourlady  come? 

Lear.  1 his  is  a Have,  whofe  cafy-borrow’d  pride 
Dwells  in  the  fickle  grace  of  her  he  follows  : — 

Out,  varlet,  from  my  fight ! 

Corn.  What  means  your  grace? 

Lear.  Who  flock’d  my  fervant  ? Regan,  l have 
good  hope 

Thou  didft  not  know  of  t.— Who  comes  here?  O 
heavens. 

Enter  Goneril. 

If  you  do  love  old  men,  if  yonr  fweet  fway 
Allow  obedience,  if  yourfelves  are  old,3 

■ Corn.  WKal  tnmfot'o  tkat  » 

Reg.  I koow't,  oyji \fitrti  ] Thu»,  in  Othtlh  : 

• • The  Moor,—/  Inow  kii  Irunftt." 

It  (hould  teem  from  both  thefe  paflaget,  »r\d  other!  thit  might 
be  quoted,  that  the  approach  of  great  perfouagci  wit  announced  by 
fome  diflinguifhtng  note  or  tune  appropriately  uk"1  *»T  •h‘,f  own 
trumpeted.  Cornwall  knowt  not  the  prefent  found  ; but  to  *te- 
gan,  who  had  often  heard  her  fifteft  trumpet,  the  firft  flourilh  ot 
it  wat  at  familiar  at  wat  that  of  the  Moor  to  the  cart  of  lago. 

Stikvini. 

» Jf  you  do  loot  old  ntt,  if  jour  f-j’ttl  foiay 

Allow  ohtdinii,  ij  yourfilvn  an  eld,  ] Mr.  Upton  hat  prored 
by  irretiHible  authority,  that  to  allca  fignifiet  not  only  to  permit, 
but  to  affroei,  and  hit  defereedly  replaced  the  old  reading, 
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Make  it  vour  caufe  ; fend  down,  and  take  my 
part ! — 

Ait  not  afbam’d  to  look  upon  this  beard? — 

[ to  Gon.  • 

O,  Regan,  Wilt  tlion  take  her  by  the  hand? 

Gon.  Why  not  by  the  hand,  fir?  How  have  I 
offended  ? 

All'  ’s  not  offence,  thajt  indiferetion  finds,4 
And  dotage  terms  fo. 

Lear.  O,  fides,  you  are  too  tough  ! 

Will  you  yet  hold  ? — How  came  my  man  i’  the 
flocks  ? 

Corn.  I fet  him  there,  fir:  but  his  own  difor- 
ders  * 

Deferv’d  much  lefs  advancement.* 

which  Dr.  Warburton  had  changed  into  hallow  obedience,  not  re- 
colli  fling  the  friipture  expreflion,  The  lord  alloweth  the  righteous, 

H ilin,  xi.  ver.  6.  So.  in  Gieeae'i  JlTmr  too  lot/ , s6i6:  “ —(he 
allows  of  thee  for  love,  no|  for  luft."  Again,  in  his  Farewell  t§ 
F0,t*%  1617:  »»  | allow  thofe  pieafing  poems  of  Guazzo,  which 
begin.*'  See.  Again,  Sir  1 bonus  North*!  iranflation  of  Plutarck, 
concerning  the  reception  with  which  the  death  of  Caefar  met  : 

*•  thev  neither  greatly  reproved,  nor  allowed  the  faft.**  De. 
W.-uburion  might  have  found  the  emendation  which  he  propofed, 
it*  Vale's  aitc  a.iou  of  King  Lear , which  was  fnfl  pablilhed  in 
if>Sy.  Sri.EVPNS. 

4 That  viJifcretim  Ends.  ] Finds  is  here  ufed  in  tbe  fame 

fen Te  as  when  a jury  it  Did  to  find  a bill,  to  which  it  is  an  allufion. 

Out  author  again  ufes  the  Dine  word  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  Hamlet, 

Ad  V.  fc  i ; 

“ Why,  *tis  found  fo.**  Edwards, 

To  fnd  is  little  more  than  to  think.  The  French  ufe  their 
word  itota/r  jn  the  fame  fenfe  j and  we  dill  fay  I fnd  time  tedious, 
or  1 fad  company  iroublcfomc,  wit'iout  thinking  on  a jury, 

Steevens. 

* — — left  advancement.  ] The  word  advancement  is  iioni- 

callv  ufed  for  lonfpicnou/nffs  of  punilhmcut;  as  wc  now  fay,  a roaA 
11  advanced  to  the  pillory , We  lhould  read  : 
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Lear.  Yon!  did  yon? 

Reg,  I pray  you,  father,  being  weak,  feem  fo.* 
If,  till  the  expiration  of  your  month, 

Von  will  return  and  fojonrn  with  my  fifter, 
Difmiffing  half  yonr  train,  come  then  to  me ; 
lam  now  from  home,  and  ont  of  that  provifion 
Vhich  fliall  be  needful  for  yonr  entertainment. 

Lear.  Return  to  her,  and  fifty  men  difmifs’d? 
N>,  rather  I abjure  all  roofs,  and  choofc 
Ti  wage  againfl  the  enmity  o’  the  air; 

To  be  a comrade  with  the  wolf  and  owl, — 
Ncteffity’s  fltarp  pinch!' — Return  with  her? 

Wh/,  the  hot-blooded  France,  that  dowerlcfs  took 
Outyoungefl  born,  1 conld  as  well  be  brought 
To  luce  his  throne,  and,  fquire-like,  penfion  beg 
To  leep  bafe  life8  afoot: — Return  with  her? 


— — but  his  own  diforders 

Iefcrv’d  much  m ore  advancement*  Johnson. 

By  lefs advancement  is  meant,  a Bill  wotfc  or  more  difgraccful 
fituationia  fituation  not  fo  reputable.  Percy. 

Cornwcl  certainly  means,  that  Kent's  diforders  had  entitled 
him  even  o apod  of  left  honour  than  the  flocks.  Striven*. 

9 / pray  you,  father , being  weak,  feem  fo.  ] The  meaning  is, 
finccycu  arutak,  be  content  to  think  yourfclf  weak.  Johnson. 

7 rdher  I abjure  all  roofs , and  choofo 

To  wae  agoivjt  the  enmity  o'  the  air  ; 

To  be  comrade  with  the  wolf  and  fluff, — 

Nccefliy's  Qiarp  pinch  ! ] To  wake  is  often  ufed  abfoluteljr 
without  t h;  word  war  after  it,  and  yet  hguilic*  to  make  wart  as 
before  in  tlia  play: 

“ My  life  I never  held  but  as  a pawn 
“ To  wage  againfl  thine  enemies. 

The  wirds — neujfitys  Jharf  pir.ch  !,  appear  to  be  the  reHcflion  of 
Lea-  on  the  wretched  fort  of  exiflcucc  he  had  deferibed  iu  the 
preceding  lines.  Steevlns. 

9 - — i aft  life  — . — J i.  a.  In  aftnilt  Bate.  Johnson. 
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Perfuade  me  rather  to  be  flnve  and  fumpter® 

To  this  detefted  groom.  [Looking  on  the  Steward. 
Gon.  At  your  choice,  fir. 

Lear.  I pr’ythee,  daughter,  do  not  make  mi 
mad ; 

I will  not  trouble  thee,  my  child  ; farewell : 

We’ll  no  more  meet,  no  more  fee  one  another:— 
But  yet  thou  art  my  flefh,’  my  blood,  my  daughtir; 
Or,  rather,  a difeale  that's  in  my  flclh, 

Which  1 mull  needs  call  mine:  thou  art  a boil,'! 

A plague- (ore,  an  embofled  carbuncle,4 

In  my  corrupted  blood.  Rut  I’ll  not  chide  the; 

Let  fhame  come  when  it  will,  1 do  not  call  it: 

1 do  not  bid  the  thunder- bearer  (boot. 

Nor  tell  tales  of  tuee  to  high-judging  Jove: 

*  and  fumpter  — ] Sumpter  it  a hotfe  that  carries  neeflarie* 

on  a journey,  though  fo  urn  lines  ufed  for  the  cafe  to  cary  t'  cm 
in.  -See  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Noble  Gentleman , Scwad  s edit. 
Vol.  viii.  note  35  : and  Cupid's  Revenge  : 

“ I'll  have  a horfe  to  leap  thee, 

“ And  thy  bafe  iffue  (hall  carry  fumplert .’* 

Again,  in  Webfter’s  Dutckefi  of  Malfry  i6a3. 

•*  He  is  indeed  a guarded  fumpttr-cloth% 

“ Only  for  the  remove  o’  the  court.** 

* But  jet  tbou  art  n y flelh,  frc.  ] So,  in  King  Henry  VI  P.  I : 

“ God  knows,  thou  art  a colltp  oj  my  JteJh.'*  Seevens. 

*  thou  art  a boil,  Are.  ] The  word  in  the  o3  copies  i» 

writico  bi‘,  and  all  the  modern  editors  have  tno  ftridy  followed 
them.  The  miftaitc  arofc  front  the  word  boil  being  often  pronounced 
at  if  written  tilt.  In  the  folio,  we  End  in  Cerielanui  tit  fame  falfe 
fuelling  as  here  ; 

“ Bjlti  [boils]  and  plagues 

“ Plafler  you  o'er!"  Malone. 

4 — — emboffed  carbunclt,  ] Emh/ftd  is  /willing,  pritmtrnnt. 

Johnson. 

So,  in  Time*  e/AHnn 

“ Whom  once  a day  with  hit  tmiojftd  froth 
“ The  turbulaot  furge  Qtalleovtr."  Stzivins. 
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Mend,  when  thou  canfl;  be  better,  at  thy  leifure : 
1 can  be  patient ; I can  flay  with  Regan, 

I,  and  my  hundred  knights. 

Keg.  Not  altogether  fo,  fir; 

I look’d  not  for  yon  yet,  nor  am  provided 
For  your  fit  welcome:  Give  ear,  fir,  to  my  fifler; 
For  thofe  that  mingle  reafon  with  your  pafiion. 

Mall  be  content  to  think  you  old,  and  fo— 

But  fhe  knows  what  (he  does. 

Lear.  Is  this  well  fpoken  now? 

Reg.  1 dare  avouch  it,  fir:  What, fifty  followers? 
Is  it  not  well?  What  fhould  you  need  of  more? 
Yea,  or  fo  many?  fith  that  both  charge  and  danger 
Speak  ’gainft  fo  great  a number?  How,  in  one 
boufe, 

Should  many  people,  under  two  commands, 

Hold  amity?  Tis  hard;  almoft  impoffible. 

Gon.  Why  might  not  you,  my  lord,  receive  at- 
tendance 

From  thofe  that  (he  calls  fervants.  or  from  mine  ? 
Reg.  Why  not,  my  lord?  If  then  they  chanc'd 
to  flack  you. 

We  conld  control  them : If  you  will  come  to  me, 
^For  now  I fpy  a danger,)  I entreat  you 
To  bring  but  five  and  twenty;  to  no  more 
Will  I give  place,  or  notice. 

Lear.  1 gave  you  all — 

Reg.  And  in  good  time  you  gave  it. 

Lear.  Made  yon  my  guardians,  my  depofitaries; 
But  kept  a refsrvation  to  be  follow’d 
With  fucb  a number  : What,  imiil  I come  to  you 
With  five  and  twenty,  Regan?  faid  you  fo? 

Reg.  And  fpeak  it  again,  my  lord ; no  more  with 
me. 
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Lear.  Tliofe  wicked  creatures  yet  do  look  well- 
favour’d. 

When  otlicrs  are  more  wicked;5  not  being  the 
worft, 

Stands  in  forae  rank  ofpraife: — I'll  go  with  thee; 

[ToGoneril. 

Thy  fifty  yet  doth  double  five  and  twenty. 

And  then  art  twice  her  love. 

Gon.  Hear  me,  my  lord; 

What  need  yon  five  and  twenty,  ten,  or  five, 

To  follow  in  a honfe,  where  twice  fo  many 
Have  a command  to  tend  you? 

Reg.  What  need  one? 

Lear.  O,  reafon  not  the  need:  our  bafeft  beg- 
gars 

Are  in  the  poorcfl  thing  fnperfluous : 

Allow  not  natnre  more  than  nature  needs, 

Man’s  life  is  cheap  as  beaft’s:  thou  arc  a lady; 

If  only  to  go  warm  were  gorgeous, 

Why,  nature  needs  not  what  thon  gorgeous  wear'll, 
Which  Icarcely  keeps  thee  warm. — But  for  true 
need, — 


* Theft  wicked  e natures  yet  do  look  will -favour'd. 

When  others  art  more  wicked;]  A fttuilar  thought  occurs  in 
Cj  ml  dine , A & V : 

“ it  is  T 

14  That  all  the  abhorred  things  o’  the  earth  amend, 

14  By  being  worfc  than  they."  S ilevlns. 

: Again,  in  Cymbtline  ? 

14  Then  thou  look’dft  like  a villain  ; now,  mctlnuki, 

44  Thy  favour’s  good  enough.”  Malone. 

This  pafTage,  I think,  (horrid  be  pointed  thus  : 

7 Kofe  nicked  creatures  yet  dc  look  well-favour' dy 
When  others  are  more  wicked ; not  being  the  wcrjl 

Stands  in  fame  rank  of  praift. 

That  is,  To  be  net  tke  worjl  deferves  fume  praife.  Ttrwhitt. 
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You  heavens,  give  me  that  patience,  patience  I 
need ! 6 

You  fee  me  here,  you  gods,  a poor  old  man,7 
As  full  of  grief  as  age;  wretched  in  both  ! 

If  it  be  you  that  Air  thefe  daughters’  hearts 
Againft  their  father,  fool  me  not  fo  much 
To  bear  it  tamely;  touch  me  with  noble  anger! 

O,  let  not  women’s  w eapons,  water-drops, 

Stain  my  man’s  checks! — No,  you  unnatural  hags, 
1 will  have  fuch  revenges  on  you  both, 

That  all  the  world  fliall— I will  do  fuch  things, — 
What  they  are,  yet  I know  not ; 8 but  they  fliall  be 
The  terrors  of  the  earth.  You  think,  I’ll  weep; 
No,  I’ll  not  weep:  — 

1 have  full  caufe  of  weeping;  but  this  heart 
Shall  break  into  a hundred  thou.'and  flaws,1' 

•  patience,  patience  / need!]  I believe  the  word  fallen* 

was  repeated  inadvertently  by  the  compofitor.  Malone. 

The  compofitor  has  repeated  tbt  wrong  word.  Read  : 

You  heavens,  give  me  that  patience  that  1 need. 

Or,  ftill  better,  perhaps: 

w You  heavens,  give  me  patience  ! — that  I need.  Ritson. 

7 poor  old  man,]  The  quarto  has,  poor  old  Jtliow, 

Johnson. 

9 I will  do  fuch  things, — 

What  they  art , yet  I know  not ;] 

magnum  eft  quodcunque  p^ravi, 

Quid  fit,  adhuc  dubito.  Ovid.  Met.  Lib.  vi. 

■i  ■ baud  quid  fit  fcio, 

Scd  grande  quiddam  eft.  S*n/c<r  TkjeJes. 

Let  fuch  as  are  unwilling  to  allow  that  copiers  of  oature  muft 
occafionally  ufe  the  fame  thoughts  and  expreftions,  remember,  that 
of  both  tbefe  authors  there  were  early  tranflations.  Steevens. 
Evidently  from  Golding's  transition,  1667  : 

“ The  thing  that  I do  purpole  on  is  great,  whatere  it  is 
« / know  not  what  it  may  be  yet."  ' RlTiON. 

*  inti  a hundred  thou/and  Haws,]  A Jlaw  fignifying  a crack 

or  other  hmilar  imperfedion,  our  author,  with  hit  accuftomcd 
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Or  ere  I’ll  weep: — O,  fool,  I (hall  go  mad! 

[Exeunt  Lear,  Gloster,  Kent,  and  Fool. 
Corn,  Let  ns  withdraw,  ’twill  be  a ftorm. 

[Sfcrm  heard  at  a dijlance. 
Reg.  This  houle 

Is  little ; the  old  man  and  his  people  cannot 
Be  well  bellow'd. 

Gon.  Tis  his  own  blame;  he  hath  put 

Himfelf  from  reft,*  and  muft  needs  tafte  his  folly. 

Reg.  For  his  particular,  I’ll  receive  him  gladly. 
But  not  one  follower. 

Gon.  So  am  I purpos’d. 

Where  is  my  lord  of  Giofter? 

Re-enter  Gloster. 

Corn.  Follow’d  the  old  man  forth:— he  is  re* 
turn’d. 

Glo.  The  king  is  in  high  rage. 

Corn.  Whither  is  he  going?* 

Glo.  He  calls  to  horfe;3  but  will  I know  not 
whither. 

Corn.  ’Tis  beft  to  give  him  way;  he  leads  him 
felf. 


licenfe,  ufet  the  word  here  for  a /mill  krtkn  ftrlitU.  So  again 
io  tbc  fifth  a &:  m 

*» But  hU Jiaw' d hurt 

44  Buxft  fnoilingly.'*  Malone. 

• — - — he  hath  put  * t 

Hmjilf  from  rrji]  The  pcrfooil  pronoun  wai  fapptied  bp  Sit 

Thomu  Hanmer.  Hi  kilk  «u  formerly  con»»aed  thus  j H'tli  l 
and  hence  perhaps  the  raiftike.  The  fame  enor  haa,  I think,  hap* 
peaed  in  Mia/in  for  Miifurt.  See  Vol.  VI.  p.  40,  n.  S. 
r J Malone. 

* Corn.  Wkilkir  it  kt  geie£? 

Glo.  Hi  eillt  l»  korji; ] Omitted  in  tbc  quartoa.  Stievem. 
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Gon.  My  lord,  entreat  him  by  no  means  to  (lay. 
Glo.  Alack,  the  night  comes  on,  and  the  bleak 
winds 

Do  forely  ruffle;4  for  many  miles  abont 
There’s  fcarce  a bufh. 

Reg.  O,  fir,  to  wilful  men, 

The  injuries,  that  they  themfelves  procure, 

Mull  be  their  fchoolmafters  : Shut  up  your  doors; 
He  is  attended  with  a defperate  train  ; 

And  what  they  may  incenfe  him  to,6  being  apt 
To  have  his  ear  abus’d,  wifdom  bids  fear. 

Corn.  Shut  up  your  doors,  my  lord ; ’tis  a wild 
night? 

My  Regan  counfels  well:  come  out  o’  the  florin. 

[ Exeunt . 

* Do  fontj  ruffle;]  Thut  the  folio.  The  quartoa  read— Do 
forely  tuftl,  i.  c.  tuJUt.  Stesvens. 

Rujffli  ii  certaioly  the  true  reading  A rofflir,  in  our  autbor'i 
time,  war  a noify,  toijliroiu,  fwaggertr.  Malokf. 

‘ incenfe  him  !«,]  To  intn/o  it  here,  aa  in  other  placet,  to 

ioftigate.  Macons. 
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ACT  III.  SCENE  I. 

A Heath. 

AJlorm  ts  heard,  with  thunder  and  lightning.  Enter 
Kent,  and  a Gentleman,  meeting. 

Kent.  Who’s  here,  beUdc  foul  weather? 

Gent.  One  minded  like  the  weather,  mofl  un- 
quietly. 

Kent.  1 know  you;  Where’s  the  king? 

Gent.  Contending  with  the  fretful  element:* 
Bids  the  wind  blow  the  earth  into  the  lea. 

Or  fwell  the  curled  waters  ’bove  the  main,' 

That  things  might  change,  or  ceaie:  tears  his 
white  hair;8 


*  til  fritful  element:]  i.  e.  the  »ir.  Thus  the  quartos; 

for  which  the  editor  of  the  folio  fublliiuicd  elements.  Malone. 

1 Ot  ] will  tii  curled  waters  'iovs  til  main,]  The  main  feems  to 
fignify  here  the  main  land,  tit  continent.  So,  in  Bacon's  War  u ilk 
Spain:  •*  In  t58g,  we  turned  challengers,  and  invaded  the  main 
of  Spain." 

This  interpretation  fets  the  two  objects  of  Lear's  dcGre  in  proper 
oppoGtion  to  each  other.  Kc  wilhes  for  the  dcflruOion  of  the 
world,  cither  by  the  winds  blowing  the  land  into  the  watets,  or 
railing  the  waters  fo  as  to  overwhelm  the  land.  Steivens. 

So,  in  Troths  and  Crtjfida: 

" The  bounded  waters 

11  Should  lift  their  bofoms  higher  than  the  Jhorts , 

“ And  make  a fop  of  all  this  f olid  globe."  » 

Tie  main  is  again  ufed  for  the  land,  in  Hamlet  : 

“ Goes  it  agaioft  tit  main  of  Poland,  Gr  ?"  Malone. 

* t“rs  iis  whit 1 ion ;]  The  fix  following  vetfes  were 
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Which  the  impetuous  blafts,  with  eyelefs  rage, 
Catch  in  their  fury,  and  make  nothing  of: 

Strives  in  his  little  world  of  man  to  out-fcorn 
The  to-and-fro*confli£ting  wind  and  rain.9 
This  night,  wherein  the  cub-drawn  bear  would 
.couch,* 


omitted  in  all  the  late  cdinooi:  T have  replaced  them  from  the 
firft,  for  they  arc  ccitaioly  Slukfpearc's.  Pope. 

The  firft  folio  end*  the  fpeecb  at  change  or  eeafe,  and  begin* 
again  at  Kent's  queltion,  Hut  uho  is  n nth  him?  The  whole  fpecch 
is  forcible,  but  loo  long  for  the  occafiou,  and  properly  retrenched. 

Johnson. 

§ Strives  in  his  little  world  of  man  to  etiZ-fcoro 

The  to-anl-Jr o cor. fitting  wind  and  rain.]  Thu*  the  old  copies. 
But  I fufped  we  fhould  read — out-jferm;  i.  e.  as  Neftor  exp  r tiles  it 
iu  Troilus  and  Crtjfida  : 

“ with  an  accent  tun'd  in  felf-fame  key, 

11  Returns  to  chiding  fortune r” 

i.  e.  makes  a return  to  it,  give*  it  a*  good  a*  it  bring*,  confronts  i# 
with  felf-comparifons* 

Again,  in  King  Lear,  A ft  V: 

44  Myfclf  could  elfe  out-frown  falXe  fortunt’s  frown*" 

Again,  in  King  John: 

44  Threaten  the  threatner,  and  out-face  the  brow 
41  Of  bragging  horror." 

Again,  (and  more  decifively)  in  The  Lover  j Complaint , attributed 
to  our  author : 

14  Storming  tier  world  with  forrow  s wind  and  rain.1' 

Steeven*. 

• This  night , wherein  tie  cub-drawn  bear  would  couch , ] Cub * 

drawn  has  been  explained  to  fignify  drawn  Ij  nature  to  its  joungi 
whereas  it  means,  whofe  dugs  are  drawn  dry  by  its  young.  For  no 
animals  leave  their  dens  by  night  but  for  prey.  So  that  the 
meaning  is,  44  that  even  hunger,  and  the  fupporl  of  its*  young, 
would  uot  force  the  bear  to  leave  hi*  den  in  fuch  a night." 

Wareurtom* 

Shakfpeare  has  the  fame  image  in  As  you  like  it : 

41  A lionefs,  with  udders  all  drawn  dryt 
44  Lay  couching  - 
Again,  ibidem : 

44  Food  to  the  ful'd  and  hungry  lionefs.*'  Stirvens. 
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The  lion  and  the  belly-pinched  wolf 
Keep  their  far  dry.  anbonneted  he  runs. 

And  bids  what  will  take  all.3 

Ken.  Bntwbo  is  with  him? 

Gent.  None  but  the  fool ; who  labours  to  out- 

icft 

His  heart-flruck  injuries. 

Kent.  Sir,  I do  know  you  ; 

And  dare,  upon  the  warrant  of  my  art,4 
Commend  a dear  thing  to  yon.  Tere  is  divibon, 
Although  as  yet  the  face  of  it  be  cover’d 
With  mutual  cunning,  'twixt  Albany  and  Corn- 
wall ; 

Who  have  (as  who  have  not,*  that  their  great  ftars 
Thron’d  and  fet  high?)  fervants,  who  feem  no  lels; 
Which  are  to  France  the  fpies  and  fpecolarions 
Intelligent  of  our  Hate  ; what  hath  been  i'een,' 


8 And  kids  t vkst  will  take  all,  ] So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra , 
Enobarbus  fays 

“ 1*11  flrike,  and  cry,  Tate  all Stievins. 

4 updn  the  warrant  of  m j art,  ] Thus  tbc  quartos.  The 

folio — “ mv  note.  ' — 4 The  warrant  of  my  art " frcms  to  mean— - 
on  ibe  fhength  of  mv  Jkill  in  pbyfiognomy.  S rgtvtNS. 

upon  tie  a arrant  of  rny  art,  j On  the  ftrength  of  that  art 

or  (kill,  which  teaches  us  44  to  find  the  mind's  conjlruflion  in  tlo 
faa  " The  pa(T.«gc  in  Slarkeih  from  which  I have  drawn  this 
paraphrafe,  in  which  the  *ord  art  ii  again  employed  in  the  fame 
fenfe,  confirms  the  reading  of  the  quartos.  The  folio  reads —upon 
the  warrant  of  my  note:  i.  e.  fays  Dr.  Jobnfon,  “ my  obfervation 
of  s our  charadcr.”  Malone. 

4 M ’ho  have  («i  nho  hove  not,  ] The  eight  fubfequent  verfet 
were  degraded  by  Mr  Hope,  as  unintelligible,  and  to  no  purpofe. 
For  my  part,  1 fte  nothing  in  them  but  wbat  is  very  eafy  to  be 
underflood  ; aod  the  lines  Item  abfolutely  neceflary  to  clear  tip  the 
motives  upon  which  fraucc  prepared  his  invaGon : nor  without 
them  is  the  feufe  of  the  context  complete.  Theobald. 

The  quartos  omit  thefe  liucs.  Stebvens.  , 

• what'  hath  keen  Jetnt  J What  follows,  are  the  circum- 
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Either  in  fnnffs  and  packings7  of  the  dukes  ; 

Or  tlie  hard  rein  which  both  of  them  have  borne 
Againft  the  old  kind  king;  or  fomething  deeper. 
Whereof,  perchance,  thele  are  but  furnifhings;* — 
[But,  trne  it  is.9  from  France  there  comes  a power 
Into  this  (catter’d  kingdom  ; who  already, 

Wile  in  our  negligence,  have  fecret  feet 
In  fome  of  our  bed  ports,’  and  are  at  point 


ftances  in  the  (late  of  the  kingdom,  of  which  he  fuppofes  the  fpiei 
gave  France  the  intelligence.  Sr  levins. 

7 Either  in  foufFs  and  packings—]  Snuffs  are  diflikes,  and 
pacungi  underhand  contrivances. 

*0.  i » Henry  tV.  P.  1 : 11  Took  it  in  /naff;"  and  in  King  Ed- 
ward 1 1 1.  1 ^99  • 

**  Thu  pocking  evil,  we  both  (hall  tremble  for  it.” 

Agn  in,  in  Stanyhuift's  Virgil,  i53a: 

*k  With  two  gods  packing  one  woman  filly  to  cozen.’* 

We  flill  talk  of  packing  juries,  and  Antony  fays  of  Cleopatra^ 
that  (he  has  “ pack'd  cards  with  Cacfar.**  Steevens. 

• ■ — are  hut  furnifhings;]  Fnrnijhingi  are  what  we  now  caU 

colours , external  pretences.  Johnson. 

A furnijh  anciently  fignified  a / ample . So,  In  the  Preface  to 

Greene's  Groat/worth  of  Wit,  1621  : » To  lend  the  world  a 

furnijh  of  wit,  fhe  lays  her  own  to  pawn."  Steevbns. 

9 But  true  it  is,  kc.  ] In  the  old  editions  are  the  five  following 
lines  which  1 have  infected  in  the  text,  which  feem  necefiary  to 
the  plot,  as  a prepatatory  to  the  arrival  of  the  French  army  with 
Cordelia  in  Ad  IV.  How  both  thefe,  and  a whole  feene  between 
Kent  and  this  gentleman  in  the  fourth  aft,  came  to  be  left  out  in 
all  the  later  editions,  1 cannot  tell;  they  depend  upon  each  other, 
and  very  much  contribute  to  clear  lha*.  incident.  Pofe. 

* — — Jrom  France  there  cones  a power 
Into  this  featur'd  kingdom ; tuko  already, 

Wife  in  our  negligence,  have  fecret  feet 

In  f one  of  our  htft  ports,  ] This  fpeech  as  it  now  (lands  il  c61- 
lcfted  from  two  editions  : the  eight  lines,  degraded  by  Mr.  Pope, 
are  found  in  the  folio,  not  in  the  quarto  ; the  following  lines  in* 
clofed  in  crotchets  are  in  the  quarto,  not  in  the  folio.  So  that  if 
the  fpeech  be  read  with  omtffton  of  the  former,  it  will  (land  ac- 
cording to  the  firfl  edition ; and  if  the  former  are  read,  aud  the 
lines  that  follow  them  omitted,  it  will  then  (land  according  to  the 
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To  (how  their  open  banner.— Now  to  yon  : 

If  on  my  credit  you  dare  build  fo  far 
To  make  your  (peed  to  Dover,  you  (hall  find 
Some  that  will  thank  yon,  making  juft  report 
Of  how  unnatural  and  bemadding  forrow 
The  king  hath  caufe  to  plain. 

I am  a gentleman  of  blood  and  breeding; 

And,  from  fome  knowledge  and  affurance,  offer 
This  office  to  you.  ] 

Gent.  I will  talk  further  with  you. 

Kent.  No,  do  not. 

For  confirmation  that  I am  much  more 
Than  my  out  wall,  open  this  purfe,  and  take 
What  it  contains;  If  you  (hall  fee  Cordelia, 


fecond.  The  fpeech  it  now  tedious,  becaufc  it  is  formed  by  A 
coalition  of  both.  The  fecond  edition  is  generally  beft,  and  was 
probably  neareft  to  Shakfpeare's  laft  copy,  but  in  this  paflage  the 
tirft  it  picfeiable  ; for  in  the  folio,  ibe  mcflTenger  is  fetit,  lie  knows 
not  why,  he  knows  oot  whither,  I fuppofe  Shakfpeare  thought 
his  plot  opened  rather  too  early,  aud  made  the  alteration  to  veil 
the  eveut  from  the  audience;  but  trufling  too  much  to  himfclf, 
and  full  of  a fingle  purpofc,  be  did  not  accommodate  his  new  lineo 
to  the  reft  of  tbc  feeue.  Scallntd  means  divid*dt  unjtilltd%  dijumitd. 

Johnson, 

- kevt  [tent  feet 

In  jomt  cf  cur  ktjl  forts,  ] One  of  the  quartos  (for  there  art 
two  that  differ  from  each  other,  though  printed  in  the  fame  year, 
and  for  the  fame  printer)  reads  Jtcrtl  Jett.  Perhaps  the  author 
wrote  Jec*et  Joet,  i.  c.  footing.  So,  io  a following  fcenc  : 
what  confederacy  have  you  with  the  traitors 
Late  Jo'Atd  io  the  kingdom  ? Stelvlns. 

Thefc  liner,  as  has  been  obferved,  are  not  in  the  folio.  Quarto 
A reads  — fecret  fee  / quarto  B — fecret  jtet.  1 have  adopted  the 
latter  reading,  which  1 fuppotc  was  ufed  in  the  fetife  of  Jeott 
Jocting,  and  is  ftrongly  confirmed  by  a paffage  in  this  ad:  **  Thefc 
sujuries  the  king  now  bears,  will  be  revenged  home ; there  is  part 
of  a power  already  jocitd:  we  ruuft  incline  to  the  kiag."  Agaiu* 
is  Coriolauus  t 

“ — — Why,  thou  Mar*,  I'll  tell  thee, 

11  We  hare  a finer  on  jeot."  JdALGNB* 


' Digitized  By  Google 


KING  LEAR. 


40S 

{ As  fear  not  but  you  (hall,3 ) (low  her  this  ring ; 
And  die  will  tell  you  who  your  fellow  is 
That  yet  you  do  not  know.  Fie  on  this  florm! 

1 will  go  feek  the  king. 

Gent.  Give  me  your  hand:  Have  you  no  more 
to  fay  ? 

Kent.  Few  words,  but,  to  effeft,  more  than  all 
yet; 

That,  when  we  have  found  the  king,  (in  which 
your  pain 

That  way ; I’ll  this  ;)  he  that  firfl  4 lights  on  him. 
Holla  the  other.  [Exeunt  JcvcraUj. 

5 (Aj  fear  not  but  you  Jhatl% )]  Thus  quarto  B and  the  folio* 
Quarto  A — At  doubt  not  but  you  (ball.  Maloni. 

4 — — the  iiag,  ( in  which  your  pain. 

That  way i I'll  this;)  he  that  firjl  Sec.]  Tbui  the  folio.  The 
late  reading: 

— — for  which  you  tike 
That  way,  1 this, — — 

It  as  not  geouiae.  The  quarto*  read: 

That  wheu  we  have  found  the  king, 
lie  this  way,  you  that,  he  that  firtt  light* 

On  him,  hollow  the  other.  Si&aviMl* 
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SCENE  II. 


Another  part  of  the  heath.  Storm  continues. 
Enter  Lear  and  Fool. 

Lear.  Blow,  wind,  and  crack  your  cheeks ! * 
rage!  blow! 

Yon  catara&s,  and  hurricanoes,  fpont 
Till  you  have  drench’d  our  fieeples,  drown’d  the 
cocks ! 

You  fulphnrons  and  thought-executing5  fifes. 
Vaunt  couriers  7 to  oak-cleaving  thunder-bolts, 

’ Blov,  wind,  fract  year  chirks ! ] Thai  the  quirtoi.  The 
folio  hat — winds.  The  poet,  at  Mr.  M.  Mafon  hat  obferved  io  a note 
on  The  Tnuptjf,  wat  h«Te  thinking  of  the  common  reprefentaiioa 
of  the  winds,  which  he  might  have  found  in  many  books  of  hit 
own  time.  So  again,  at  the  fame  gentleman  hat  obferved,  im 
Troilus  and  Crejjida  : 

44  Blow,  villain,  till  thy  fphered  but  cheek 
44  Outfwell  the  cholick  of  puff'd  Aquiton." 

Wc  find  the  fame  allufion  in  Kempe't  Nine  dates  t ronder,  «h*c, 
qunrto,  1600:  4‘  — be  f wills  prcfcntly,  like  one  of  tke  Jour 
winds Walcjni. 

6  i’lOugit-enecvting — — ] Doing  execution  with  rapidity 

equal  to  thought.  Johnson. 

7 Vaunt  couriers— . ] Jvant  ciorirri,  Fr.  Tbit  phrafe  it  not  un* 
familiar  to  other  writert  of  Slukfpeare't  time.  ft  originally 
meant  the  forctuuft  fcouii  of  an  army.  So,  in  Jarvi*  Markhatn’a 
Englijh  Arcadia , 1607  : 

— “ at  foon  as  the  (irft  vanevrrer  encountered  him  face  to  face.'* 
Again,  in  TLe  Tragedy  of  Mariar.i%  161 3 : 

44  Might  10  my  death,  but  the  vaunt-currier  piove." 

Again,  in  Darius , i6o3  : 

44  lb  avant- coiours  t lb  at  came  for  to  eaanoiue." 

SX£EV£H*. 
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Singe  my  white  head  ! And  thou,  all-fhaking  thun- 
der, , 

Strike  flat*  the  thick  rotundity  o’  the  world! 

Crack  nature’s  moulds,  all  germens  fpill  at  once,*1 
That  make  ingrateful  man  ! 

Fool.  O nuncle, court  holy-water*  in  a dry  houfe 
is  better  than  this  rain-water  out  o’  door.  Good 
nuncle,  in.  and  afk  thy  daughters  bleffing;  here’s 
a night  pities  neither  wife  men  nor  fools. 

Lear.  Rumble  thy  bellyfull ! Spit,  fire!  fpoot, 
rain ! 


la  The  Temptjl  *«  Jove**  lightning!*  are  termed  more  familiarly t 
“ ■ - tbe  precur/ort 

“ O'  tbe  dreadful  tbundcr-clapi— .’*  Malone. 

* Strike  flat  See.  ] Tbe  quarto  read*, — Smile  flat.  Stekvkns.- 

* Crack  naltirs'i  mori!dt%  all  germeus  /pill  nt  a net,  ] Crack  na- 
ture's mould,  and  fpill  all  tbe  /(tit  §/  mailer , that  are  boarded 
within  it.  Our  author  not  only  ufca  tbe  fame  thought  again,  but 
the  word  that  afeertains  my  explication,  in  Tkt  bfintert  Tale: 

44  Let  nature  eiiifti  the  fidet  o*  the  earth  together, 

“ And  mar  the  fecit  within.**  Theosalb. 

So,  again  in  Macbeth  : 

41  — - — and  the  fum 

“ Of  nature’*  fitment  tumble  altogether.”  Steiven*. 

fpill  at  one#,  ] To  /pill  it  to  deflroy.  So,  in  Gower  Dt 

ConJeJJxone  A man  lit , lib.  iv.  fol.  67  : 

M So  as  I (hall  myfelf  J pill .**  Steevens. 

* — — court  holy  water  — ] Ray,  among  bis  proverbial  pbrafea, 
p.  184,  mentions  court  holy^waltr  to  mcao  jair  words.  Tbe 
French  have  tbe  fame  phrafe.  Eau  Unit*  dt  court  fair  empty 
words. — Chambaud's  Dictionary. 

The  fame  phrafe  alfo  occurs  in  Churchyard’s  C Lari  lie , 159a  : 

“ Tbe  great  good  turnei  in  court  tbat  tl.oufaods  felt, 

44  It  turn'd  to  clcer  faire  holie  water  there'*  See. 

Stsetens. 

Cotgravc  in  his  Did.  iCit,  defines  Eau  benilt  dt  rear,  •»  court 
fiolit  utter;  compliments,  f’ire  words,  flattering  fpeecbes, ’*  Itc. 
fee  alfo  Florio’s  Italian  Did.  sSgS:  44  Mantellhar*%  To  flatter* 
w claw, — to  give  one  ciurt  if  tie-wain."  Malone. 
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Nor  rain,  wind,  thunder,  fire,  are  ray  danghterj; 
1 tax  not  you,  you  elements,  with  unkindnefs, 

] never  gave  you  kingdom,  call’d  you  children, 
You  owe  me  no  fubfcription  ;1 * *  4 why  then  let  fall 
Your  horrible  pleafure  ; here  I ftand,  your  Have, 

A poor,  infirm,  weak,  and  delpis'd  old  man : — 
But  yet  I call  you  fervile  miniflers, 

That  have  with  two  pernicious  daughters  join’d 
Yonr  high-engender’d  battles,  ’gainll  a head 
So  old  and  white  as  this.  O!  O!  'tis  foul!s 

Fool.  He  that  has  a hfoufe  to  put  his  head  inr 
has  a good  head-piece. 


The  cod-piece  that  will  houfe, 

Before  the  head  has  any. 

The  head  and  he  Jhalt  loufe 
So  beggars  marry  many.s 
The  man  that  makes  his  toe 

What  he  his  heart  Jhould  maket 
Shall  of  a corn  cry  woe,’ 

And  turn  his  flccp  to  wake, 

1 1 'art  awe  mi  no  fubfetiption ;]  Snijtriplii a for  obedience. 

Wakiuktok. 

See  p.  39J,  n.  J.  Malone. 

So,  in  Rowley's  Starch  Jar  Money,  1609,  p.  17  s 11  t tell  vee 
bebdet  this  he  is  an  obftieat  wilful]  fellow,  for  fiiice  this  idolatrous 
Adoration  given  toTiira  here  by  men,  he  has  kept  the  feepter  in 
hit  own*  hand  and  commands  every  man:  which  rebellious  man 
now  feeing  ( or  rather  indeed  loo  obedient  to  him ) iocliuet  to  all 
ltis  befit,  yields  no  futfcripii on,  nor  will  be  be  commanded  by  any 
other  power,"  See.  Kmd. 

*  ’lit  foul!]  Shameful;  difhooourable.  Johnson. 

* So  hfgan  marry  many.]  i.  e.  A beggar  marries  a wife  and 
lice.  Jonnson. 

Rather,  “ So  many  beggars  marry meaning,  that  they 
marry  in  the  manner  be  has  deferibed,  before  they  bate  boufet  to 
put  tbeir  beads  in.  M.  Mason. 


KING  LEAR. 


4°I 

. — For  there  was  never  yet  fair  woman,  bat  flie  made 
mouths  in  a glafs. 


Enter  Kent. 

Lear.  No,  I will  be  the  pattern  of  all  patience, 
I will  fay  nothing.' 

Kent.  Who’s  there  ? 

Fool.  Marry,  here’s  grace,  and  a cod-piece; 
that’s  a wife  man,  and  a fool.  * 

Kent.  Alas,  hr,  are  you  here?'  things  that  love 
night, 

Love  not  fuch  nights  as  thefe;  the  wrathful  (kie» 
Gallow  the  very  wanderers  of  the  dark,* 

t 

7 cry  wir,  ] i.  t.  be  grieved,  or  pained.  So,  in  King 

Richard  III: 

“ You  live,  that  (hall  try  mot  for  tbit  hereafter." 

MtLONl. 

* Ml,  I will  It  the  pallrrn  if  ill  falieici, 

1 wilt  ft:  nc/hiig.  J So  I'crillui,  in  tile  old  tnonyrooui  pity, 
fpeafci  tig  of  Lett  : 

44  Bui  he,  the  my  it  our  of  mild  patience, 

44  Putt  up  all  wrongs,  and  never  gives  reply.'*  Steivvn*. 

*  grace,  an  l a cod- piece  ; tkal' t a wife  man,  and  a /jo/.] 

In  Shakfpeare's  time  44  ibe  king's  grace"  was  the  ufual  expref- 
fion.  Ia  the  litter  phrafe,  the  fpeaker  perhaps  alludes  to  an  old 
notion  concerning  fools.  See  Voi  XVI.  p.  191,  a.  4.  Malosi. 

Alluding  perhaps  to  the  faying  of  a contemporary  wit;  that  there 
is  *0  dijeretion  below  the  girdle.  Stkevlns. 

* — — are  jog  here  ? J The  quartos  read  —Jit  you  here? 

Stcivimi. 

3 Gallow  ike  very  wanderers  of  ike  dark , ] So,  in  Venn*  and 
Adonis  : 

44  — 'fionilh'd  as  nieh»-winderers  are.*’  Malone. 

Gallow,  a wefUcouoiry  word,  figuifict  to  fcace  or  frighten. 

WitIVlTOE. 

So,  the  Somerfetlhire  proverb:  44  The  dunder  do  gaily  the 

beans."  Beans  arc  vulgarly  fuppofed  to  (hoot  up  fafttc  affix 
thnoder -florins.  Stistini. 
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And  make  them  keep  their  caves : Since  I was 
man. 

Such  fheets  of  fire,  fuch  burfts  of  horrid  thunder, 
Such  groans  of  roaring  wind  and  Tain,  I never 
Remember  to  have  heard:  man’s  nature  cannot 
carry 

The  affli£lion,  nor  the  fear,4 

Lear.  Let  the  great  gods, 

Th  at  keep  this  dreadful  pother5  o’er  our  heads. 
Find  ont  their  enemies  now.  Tremble,  thou  wretch, 
That  within  thee  undivulged  crimes, 
Unwhipp’d  of  juflice  : Hide  thee,  thou  bloody 

hand ; 

Thou  perjur’d,  and  thou  fimular  man  of  virtue 
That  art  incefluous  : Caitiff,  to  pieces  fhake. 

That  under  covert  and  convenient  feemiug  0 
Had  pia£lis’d  on  man’s  life! — -Clofe  pent-up 
guilts, 

Rive  your  concealing  continents/  and  cry 

4 /far.  1 So  the  folio:  the  later  editions  read,  tvitb  the 

quarto,  /*-«  for/<«',  left  elegantly.  Johnson. 

s — — Mil  ditaijul  pother- ] Thus  one  of  the  quartos  aod 

tbr  folio.  The  other  quarto  reads  thundering. 

The  leading  of  the  text,  however,  is  an  rxpreftion  common  to 
oihcis.  So,  in  1 he  Scornjul  Lady,  oi  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  : 

*•  — — fain  out  with  their  meat,  and  kept  a pudder. 

Steeveks. 

* That  wd.r  covert  and  convenient  fetming — ] Convenient  needs 
not  be  underftood  in  any  other  than  its  ulual  sad  proper  feufc  ; 
accommodate  to  the  prefent  purpofc;  /tillable  to  a defigu.  Convenient 
feemiug  is  ajpearance  fuch  as  may  promote  his  purpofc  to  deflioy. 

Johnson. 

7 — — concealing  coitiucnti,  ] Continent  Aands  for  that  which 
tonlainj  or  inclofei . Jonason. 

TLus  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra  : 

“ Heart,  once  be  ftrongcr  than  tby  continent!" 

Again,  in  Chapman's  uanilaiiou  of  the  Xllth  Cook  of  Homcr’a 
P-H‘J  •' 
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Thefe  dreadful  fummoners  grace.*  — I am  a man,’ 
M ore  finu'd  againfl,  than  finning. 

Kent.  Alack,  bare-headed!  * 

Gracious  my  lord,  hard  by  here  is  a hovel  ; 

Some  friendlbip  will  it  lend  you  ’gainfl  the  tem- 

pell  ; 

Repofe  you  there : while  I to  this  hard  honfe, 
(More  hard  than  is  the  (lone  whereof ’tis  rais'd; 
Which  even  but  now.  demanding  after  you, 
Deny’d  me  to  come  in,)  return,  and  force 
Their  Teamed  courtefy. 

•*  I told  our  pilot  that  paft  other  men 
“ He  mod  mud  bear  firm  fpirits,  fine*  he  fway'd 
“ The  continent  that  all  our  Ipiriti  convey'd,'*  8cc. 

The  quartos  read,  concealed  centers.  Stilvins. 

* — — and  cry 

Tktft  dreadful  fummoners  g race . ] Summontrs  arc  here  ojjictts 
that  fummon  offenders  before  a proper  tribunal.  See  Chaucer'* 
Sompnoui's  fs/r,  v.  — 670.  Mr.  Tyrwhiu’s  edit.  Vol.  I. 

STEEVEN5. 

I fiud  the  fame  expredion  in  a treatife  publifhed  long  before  thi* 
play  was  written:  44 — thy  fecro  to  brag  mod  of  the  ftiangc  cvcute 
which  follow  for  the  mod  part  after  blaziug  ftaires,  as  if  they 
were  the  fummoners  of  God  to  call  princes  to  the  feat  of  judgment." 
ptftn/ativ $ the  poifon  of  fuppofed  prophecies , i58i.  MALON*. 

0 J am  a man,  ] Oedipus,  in  Sophocles,  rcprefcnis  bimfelf  so 
the  fame  light.  Ocdip.  Colon,  v.  *58. 

ruy'  spy*  px 

XltmviaT'  fxcLt.Kov  » J'fJ'fcexsTet.  T tiwhxtt. 

• Alack%  bore-headed!]  Kent’s  faithful  attendance  on  tie  old 
king,  as  well  as  that  of  Pcrillus,  in  the  old  play  which  preceded 
Sliakfpcare’s,  is  founded  on  an  hiftorical  fail.  Lear,  fays  Geoffrey 
of  Monmouth,  44  when  he  betook  himfclf  to  his  youngeft  daughter 
in  Gaul,  waited  b fore  the  city  where  iha  tcfided,  while  be  fent  a 
lUtiTcogtr  to  inform  ber  of  tha  mifery  he  was  fallen  into,  and  to 
defirc  her  relief  to  a father  that  fuffeicd  both  hunger  and  uakednefs. 
Coideilla  was  daitled  at  the  oews,  and  wept  bitterly,  and  with 
tears  ufkid  him,  how  many  men  her  father  bad  wilii  him.  The 
mcffeugtr  anfwoed  he  bad  none  but  one  in jn,  who  had  been  hi* 
armour-bearer,  aud  tv^i  flaying  with  him  without  the  touro." 

Malomi. 
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Lear.  My  wits  begin  to  turn.  — 

Come  on,  tny  boy:  How  doft,  my  boy?  Art  cold? 
I am  cold  myfelf.  — Where  is  this  flraw,  my  fellow? 
The  art  of  our  neceflities  is  llrange. 

That  can  make  vile  things  precious.  Come  your 
hovel, 

Poor  fool  and  knave,  I have  one  part  in  my  heart* 
That's  forry  yet  for  thee.  * 

Fool.  He  that  has  a little  tiny  wit,  — 

With  heigh,  ho,  the  wind  and  the  rain,  5 — ■ 
Mujl  make  content  with  his  fortunes  Jit ; 

For  the  rain  it  raineth  every  day. 

Lear.  Tme,  my  good  boy. — Come,  bring  us  to 
this  hovel.  [Exeunt  Lear  and  Kent. 
Fcol.  This  is  a brave  night  to  cool  a courtezan.4 
— I’ll  fpcak  a prophecy  ere  1 go  : 

When  priefls  are  more  in  word  than  matter ; 
When  brewers  mar  their  malt  with  water; 
When  nobles  are  their  tailors’  tators ; 5 
No  hereticks  burn’d,  bat  wenches’  fuitors:* 

9 — — one  part  in  my  keart — ] Some  edition!  read: 

— - -•  Iking  in  tny  heart  j 

from  which  Haunter,  and  Dr.  Warburlon  after  him,  have  made 
firing;  very  unneceffatily  j but  the  copies  have  fait,  Johnson. 

• Tkat's  forty  ytt  kc . ] The  old  quartos  read: 

Tbit  J arrows  yet  for  thee.  Stelveni. 

3  a lit  tit  tiny  o nt%  — 

With  ktigk , ho , See.  ] See  fang  in  Vol.  V.  p.  387.  SteIVIVI* 

4 This  ii  a Iravt  night  kc.  ] This  fpecch  is  not  in  the  quartos* 

Steevems* 

• YVken  nobles  are  tktir  tailor's  tutors;  ] i.  e.  invent  faOnons  for 
them.  Warburton. 

• No  heretic  is  hurn'd , kut  wenches'  fuitors:]  The  difeafo  to  which 


_ .Digitized  by  ^00 


KING  LEAR. 


4'» 


When  every  cafe  in  law  is  right; 

No  fquire  in  debt,  nor  no  poor  knight; 
When  (landers  do  not  live  in  tongues; 

Nor  cutpurfes  dome  not  to  throngs; 

When  ulurers  tell  their  gold  i’  the  field  ; 

And  bawds  and  whores  do  churches  build ; — 
Then  {hall  the  realm  of  Albion 
Come  to  great  confnfion.  ’ 

Then  comes  the  time,*  who  lives  to  fee’t, 
That  going  (hall  be  us’d  with  feet. 

This  prophecy  Merlin  (hall  make;  fori  live  before 
liis  time.  [ Exit. 


tjtnchts'  fuitors  arc  particularly  expo  fed,  wit  called  in  Shakfpcarc’s 
time  the  tunning  or  burning.  Johnson. 

So,  in  IJainky  iii.  24:  “ — aud  burning  inflead  of  beauty.*’ 

S I REVEM. 

1 Thtn  Jkall  tht  rtalm  of  Albion 

Comt  to  gnat  tonfufion.  ) Thefe  llnei  arc  taken  from  Chaucer, 
fuitenharo,  in  hit  Ait  of  rottty,  i5Sg,  quotes  them  as  follows; 
11  When  faith  fails  in  prieftes  faws, 

•*  And  lords  hefts  are  holdeo  for  lawti 
“ And  robbery  is  taoe  for  purchafe, 

And  lctcherv  for  folaca, 

•*  Tktn  Jhall  tie  rtalm  oj  Albion 

41  lit  brought  to  gnat  confuficn'*  Steecins . 

• Thtn  coma  tkt  time%  8cc.  ] This  couplet  Dr.  Warburtoo  tranf- 
pofed,  and  placed  afier  the  fourth  liuc  of  this  ptopbecy.  The 
four  lines,  “ Wktn  pritjis%"  See.  according  to  his  notion,  are  “a 
fatirical  defeription  of  tkt  prtftnt  mduMn,  as  fulurt ; " and  the  fix 
lines  from  11  When  tvtrj  caft  — to  ckureht < buitd%"  “ a fatirical  de* 
fcripiiou  of  future  manners,  which  the  corruption  of  the  prefeot 
would  pievcnt  from  ever  happening.'*  His  conception  of  the  tirft 
four  lines  it,  1 think,  juft:  but  initead  of  his  far-fetched  conceit 
relative  to  the  other  fix  lines,  ! fliould  rather  call  them  an  ironical% 
as  the  preecdiug  are  a fatirical,  defeription  of  the  time  in  which 
our  poet  lived.  The  tratifpofition  recommended  by  this  critick 
and  adopted  in  the  late  editions,  is  iu  xny  opinion  as  uuacceHary, 
is  it  is  nuwanauublc.  Maloni. 
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SCENE  III. 

A Room  in  GloAer’s  Cajlle. 

Enter  Gloster  and  Edmund. 

Glo.  Alack,  alack,  Edmund,  I like  not  this  un- 
natural dealing:  When  1 delired  their  leave  that  I 
might  pity  him,  they  took  from  me  the  ufe  of  mine 
own  houfe;  charged  me,  on  pain  of  their  pei  pe- 
tual  difpleafure,  neither  to  fpeak  of  him,  entreat  for 
him,  nor  any  way  fnflain  him. 

Edm.  Moll  favage,  and  unnatural ! 

Gi.O.  Goto;  fay  you  nothing  : There  is  divifion 
between  the  dukes  ; and  a worfe  matter  than  that: 
I have  received  a letter  this  night ; — ’tis  dangerous 
to  be  fpoken  ; — I have  lock'd  the  letter  in  rnyclo- 
fet:  thefc  injuries  the  king  now  bears  will  be  re- 
venged home;  there  is  part  of  a power  .already 
footed:  we  mall  incline  to  the  king.  1 will  feck 
him,  and  privily  relieve  him:  go  you,  and  main- 
tain talk  with  the  dnke,  that  my  charity  be  not  of 
him  perceived : If  he  alk  for  me,  I am  ill,  and  gone 
to  bed.  If  1 die  for  it,  as  no  lefs  is  threaten’d  me, 
the  king  ray  old  mailer  mud  be  relieved.  There 
is  fome  flrange  thing  toward,  Edmund  ; pray  you, 
be  careful.  [ Exit. 

Edm.  This  courtefy,  forbid  thee,  (hall  the  duke 
Inflantly  know  ; and  of  that  letter  too  : _ 

This  feems  a fair  deferving,  and  mull  draw  me 
That  which  my  father  lofes  ; no  lefs  than  all : 

The  younger  rifes,  when  the  old  doth  fall. 
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SCENE  IV. 

A fart  of  the  heath,  with  a hoveh 
Enter  Lear,  Kent,  and  Fool. 

Kent.  Here  is  the  place,  my  lord ; good  my  lord, 
enter : 

The  tyranny  of  the  open  night’s  too  rough 

For  nature  to  endure.  [ Storm  Jlill, 

Lear.  Let  me  alone. 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  enter  here. 

Lear.  Wilt  break  my  heart?  * 

Kent.  I’d  rather  break  mine  own  : Good  my 
lord,  enter. 

Lear.  Thou  think’ll  ’tis  much,  that  this  con- 
tentious ftorm 

Invades  us  to  the  fkin:  fo  ’tis  to  thee; 

But  where  the  greater  malady  is  fix’d. 

The  leffex  is  fcarce  felt."  Thou’ dll  fliun  a bear: 


9 Wilt  break  my  heart  ? ] I believe  that  Lear  does  not  adJreb 
tbis  queflion  to  Kent,  but  to  hit  own  bofom.  Perhaps  tkerefora 
we  fhould  point  the  paflage  thus: 

Wilt  break , my  heart  ? 

The  tendernefj  of  Kent  indeed  induces  him  to  reply,  alto  an 
interrogation  that  Teemed  to  refled  on  his  own  humanity. 

Stkstins. 

3 But  where  the  greater  malady  it  fix'd , 

The  lejfer  ii  J carte  Jelt.  J So,  in  Spenfci'a  Faery  Queen,  B.  I. 
c.  vi  : 

“ He  leffer  pangs  can  bear  who  hath  endui’d  the  chief.” 

SffctVlHS* 
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Bat  if  thy  flight  lay  toward  the  raging  fea,* 
Thou’dft  meet  the  bear  i’  the  month.  When  th« 
mind's  free, 

The  body’s  delicate  : the  temped  in  my  mind 
Doth  from  my  fenfes  take  all  feeling  elfe, 

Save  what  beats  there.  — Filial  ingratitude  I 
Is  it  not  as  this  mouth  fliould  tear  this  hand. 

For  lifting  food  to’t  ? — Bat  I will  punifli  home  : — a 
No,  I will  weep  no  more.  — In  fuch  a night 
To  flint  me  oat! — Pour  on;  1 will  endure:’  — 
In  fuch  a night  as  this!  O Regan,  Goneril!  — 
Your  old  kind  father,  whofe  frank  heart  gave  all/—* 
O,  that  way  maduefs  lies  ; let  me  lhan  that ; 

No  more  of  that,  — 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  enter  here. 

Lear.  Pr’ythee,  go  in  thyfelf;  feek  thine  own 
eale  ; 

This  temped  will  not  give  me  leave  to  ponder 
On  things  would  halt  me  more.  — Bat  I’ll  go  in  : 

• — — raging />•,]  Such  is  the  reading  of  that  which  appear* 
to  be  the  cider  of  the  two  quartos.  The  other,  with  the  folio, 
reads,  — roaring  fta.  Si  i evens. 

5 In  fuck  a ni^kt 

lo  Jhut  me  out ! — Four  on;  I mill  endure  : ] Omitted  in  the 
quartos.  Sxr  e vf  ns. 

4 Tour  old  kind  father,  rohofe  frank  ktart  gave  all , ] Oid  copies: 
Tour  old  kind  J other,  vkofe  Jroni  htort  gave  you  all 

Stifvims. 

I have  already  obferved  that  the  words,  father,  brother , rather , 
aod  many  of  a ftrailar  found,  were  fomeiimcs  ufed  by  Shakfpeato 
as  mouofyllabUs.  X he  editor  of  the  folio,  fuppoliog  the  metre  to 
be  dtfe&ivc,  omitted  the  word  you,  which  it  fouad  in  the  quartos* 

Malone. 

That  our  author's  veriification,  to  modern  ears,  ( I mean  to  fuch 
at  have  been  tuned  by  the  melody  of  an  exad  writer  like  Mr.  Pope} 
may  occaGnnally  appear  overloaded  with  fy  liable*,  I cannot  deny  5 
but  when  1 am  told  (bat  he  tifed  the  words  — father , brother , and 
rath*,  as  mooof/llables,  I mult  withhold  my  aficat  in  the  mod  de« 
tided  manner.  STbaviM. 
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In,  boy;  go  firfl.s — [to  the  Fool.]  You  houfelefs 
poverty,  — 

Nay,  get  thee  iu.  I’ll  pray,  and  then  I’ll  Deep. 

[ Fool  goes  in. 

Poor  naked  wretches,  wherefoe’er  you  arc, 

That  bide  the  pelting  of  this  pitilefs  dorm. 

How  (hall  your  houfelefs  heads,  and  unfed  Tides, 
Yourloop’dand  window’d  raggeduefs, 6 defend  you 


f fa,  loy  ; go  firjl.  Icc.]  Thefe  two  line*  were  added  in  the  author4! 
rcvifion,  and  are  only  in  the  folio.  They  are  very  judicioufty  in* 
tended  to  reprefent  that  humility,  or  tendcrnefs,  or  neglcd  of 
forma,  which  affiidion  forces  on  the  mind.  Johnson. 

6 — — loop'd  and  window’d  raggtdnejs,]  So  in  Iht  Amorous  War, 
1648 : 

••  — — fpare  me  a doublet  which 

•4  Hath  linings  in’t,  and  no  glafs  windows,” 

This  allufion  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  Plautus,  in  one  of  wbo(i 
plays  it  is  found. 

Again,  in  the  comedy  already  quoted: 

44 this  jerkin 

“ Is  wholly  made  of  doors.  '*  Steevens. 

Loop'd  is  full  of  fmall  apertures,  fuch  as  were  made  in  ancient 
cafllcs,  for  firing  ordnance,  or  fpynig  the  enemy.  Thefe  were  wider 
without  than  within,  and  were  called  loops  or  loop-holts:  which 
Coles  in  bis  Latin  Didionary,  1679,  renders  by  the  word  JcntJltllo • 

Malon!. 

Loops , as  Mr.  Henley  obferves,  particularly  in  caftlct  and  towers, 
were  often  defigned  “ for  the  admiffion  of  light,  where  windowa 
would  have  been  incommodious. " Shak.fpe.trt,  be  adds,  11  in 
. Othrllo , and  other  places,  has  alluded  to  them." 

To  difeharge  ordnance,  however,  from  loopholes,  according  to 
Mr.  Malone’s  fuppoGtion,  was,  1 believe,  never  attempted,  bccaufe 
almoft  impolGble  ; although  fuch  outlets  were  fufficienily  adapted  to 
the  ufe  of  arrows.  Many  alfo  of  thefe  loops , itill  exitling,  wera 
contrived  before  fire  arms  had  been  introduced.  Steevkns. 

Mr.  Warton,  in  his  excellent  edition  of  Milton’s  Juvenile  Poems, 
(p.  5 1 1 ) quotes  the  foregoing  line  as  explanatory  of  a paffage  in 
that  poet's  verfes  ia  Quinlum  Novembiist 

44  Tarda  Jenefiratis  figens  veftigia  calceis. 

44  Talis,  uti  fama  eft,  vafta  Prancijcus  cremo 
44  Tetra  vagabatur  folus  per  luftra  forarum,  '*  — 

Bmt  from  the  fuccccdlng  iu  Buchanans  Francijtanxs  4r  Fralrts% 
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From  feafons  fuch  as  tllefe  ? O,  I have  ta’en 
Too  little  care  of  this.'  Take  phyfick,  pomp; 
Expofe  thyfelf  to  feel  what  wretches  feel; 

That  thou  may'll  lliakeihe  fnperflux  to  them, 

And  fhow  the  heavens  more  juft.7 

Edg.  [ within.  \ Fathom’  and  half,  fathom  and 
half ! Poot  'I  om  ! 

[ The  Fool  runs  out  from  the  hovel. 
Fool.  Come  notin  here,  nnncle,  here’s  a fpirit. 
Help  roe,  help  me ! 

Kent.  Give  me  thy  hand Who’s  there  ? 

Fool.  A fpirit,  a fpirit;  he  fays  his  name’s  poor 
Tom. 

Kent.  What  art  thou  that  doll  grumble  there 
i’  the  draw  ? 

Come  forth. 

Enter  Edgar,  difguifed  as  a Madman > 

Edg.  Away!  the  foul  fiend  follows  me ! — 
Through  the  fharp  hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind. — < 


tbefe  (hoes  or  bufkins  with  windows  on  then  appear  to  have  com- 
pofed  a part  of  the  habit  of  the  Fraocifcao  order: 

Atque  fenejlratum  foleas  eaptare  cothumum.” 

The  Parifh  Clerk  in  Chaucer,  [Cant,  Tales , v 33*8,  edit.  1775.) 
has  “ Poulis  windows  corven  on  his  flioos.’*  Holt  White. 

7 Take  pkjjuk,  pomf  ; 

Expo/e  thjfelJ  to  feel  what  wretches  feel  ; 

That  tkou  mayfi  Jhake  the  fupe>Jlux  to  them « 

And  Jhow  the  heavens  more  jujt.  ] A kindred  thought  occur* 
in  Pericles,  Prime  of  Tyre  : 

44  O let  thofe  cities  that  of  plenty’s  cup 
41  And  her  profperiiies  fo  largely  tafte, 

44  With  their  fuperfluous  riots,  — hear  thefe  tears; 

44  The  raifery  of  Tharfus  may  be  theirs.”  Malone. 

* Fathom  See.  ] This  fpeech  of  Edgar  is  omitted  in  the  quartos. 
He  gives  the  figa  ufed  by  thofe  who  ate  founding  the  depth  at 
£ei.  Stkbyeni, 
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Humph!  go  to  thy  cold  bed,3  and  warm  thee. 

Lear.  Hall  thou  given  all  to  thy  two  daughters?' 
And  art  thou  come  to  this  ? 

Lnc.  Who  gives  any  thing  to  poor  Tom  ? whom 
the  Foul  fiend  hath  led  through  fite  and  through 
flame,  '1  through  ford  and  whirlpool,  over  bog  and 
quagmiie;  that  hath  laid  knives  under  his  pillow,4 

* 

9 Humph  ! go  to  thy  fold  W,  &c.  ] So,  in  ibe  introduction  to 
The  7 amir.g  of  the  Sire Sly  fays,  “ go  lo  fhy  cold  bed  and  warm 
thee.  **  A ridicule,  I fuppofe,  on  fotnc  paflage  iu  a play  as  abfurd 
as  The  Spamjh  Tragedy.  Steevens. 

This  line  is  a fncer  on  the  following  one  fpoketi  by  Hicronimo 
iu  The  Sparr.fh  Ttag'd\%  A ft  II: 

41  What  outcries  pluck  me  from  my  naked  bed.** 

WH  ALLEY. 

Humph!  go  to  thy  cold  bed.  and  warm  thee,  ] Thus  the  quartos. 
The  editor  of  the  folio  iGi3,  I fuppofe,  thinking  the  pa(f  ge  non- 
feufe,  omitted  the  word  told.  This  is  not  the  only  itiflance  of  un- 
warrantable  aherations  made  even  in  that  valuable  copy.  That 
the  quartos  are  right,  appears  from  the  Induction  to  1 he  Taming 
cj  ike  Shrtu-%  where  the  fame  words  occur.  See  Vol.  IX.  p.  20S, 
i).  7.  Malone. 

* Hafl  thou  given  all  to  thy  two  daughters  ? ] Thus  the  quartos. 
The  folio  reads,  Didjt  thou  give  all  lo  thy  daughters?  SlEEVfNS. 

5 led  through  Jtre  and  through  Jlame%  ] Alluding  to  the  ignis 

Jaluui%  fuppofed  to  be  lights  kindled  by  tnifchicvous  beings  to  lead 
travellers  into  dethuchou.  Johnson. 

* — — laid  knives  under  his  pillow , ] He  recounts  the  tempts:  ns 

by  wlucli  he  was  prompted  to  filicide;  the  opportunities  of deDioy- 
iug  him! elf,  which  of.cu  occurred  to  him  in  his  melancholy  moods. 

Johnson. 

Shakfpeare  found  this  charge  againft  the  fiend,  with  many  others 
of  tha  fame  nature,  in  Harfenct  s Declaration , and  has  ufed  the 
very  words  of  if.  The  hook  was  piintcd  iu  iGt>3.‘  See  Dr.  War- 
burton's  note.  Ad  IV.  fc.  i. 

Infernal  fpirits  3tc  always  reprefented  as  urging  the  wretched  to 
fclf-dcftrudioii.  So,  in  Dr.  Tau/ius , 1604  : 

44  Swords,  poifons,  halters,  and  envenom’d  Heel, 

44  Are  laid  before  me  to  difpatcb  myfelf."  Stffvbrs. 

The  paflage  in  Harfcoct's  book  which  Siukfpcarc  had  in  vitWf 
is  this : 

Vol.  XX.  E e 
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and  halters  in  his  pevy;  fet  ratfbane  by  his  por- 
ridge ; made  him  proud  of  hearty  to  ride  on  a buy 
trotting-horfe  over  four-inch’d  bridges,  to  courfe 
bis  own  fhadow  for  a traitor:  — Blels  thy  five  wits ! * 


44  This  Examt.  further  faytb,  that  one  Alexander,  an  apotbecaric, 
having  brought  with  him  from  London  to  Deuhim  on  a lime  a 
new  kalitr , and  two  blade*  of  knives,  did  leave  the  fame  upon  the 
g illctic  flooie,  in  her  maiden  houfe.  — A great  fearch  was  made 
in  the  houfe  to  know  how  the  fa  id  halter  and  knife*blades  catnc 
thither,  — till  Ma.  Malay  in  his  next  fit  faid,  it  was  reported  that 
the  devil  laid  them  io  the  gallerie,  that  Jome  of  thofe  that  wert 
might  eitker  kang  themjtlvis  with  ikt  kalttr,  or  kill  them* 
Jtlvts  nitk  the  blades." 

The  kind  of  temptation  which  the  fiend  it  deferibed  as  holding 
out  to  the  unfortunate,  might  alfo  have  been  fuggefied  by  the  ftory 
of  Cordila,  in  7 A t M incur  Jor  Magifratts,  *575,  where  Dsspai&E 
vtfits  her  in  prifon,  and  fhows  her  vaiious  iulliumenu  by  whicb 
fhc  may  rid  berftlf  of  life: 

“ And  there  withal!  Hie  fpred  her  garments  lap  aflydr, 

44  Under  the  which  a thoufand  thiugs  1 fa  we  with  eyes; 
41  Both  knivet,  fliarpe  fwords,  poynadocs  all  bedyde 
44  With  bloud,  and  posfoui  prelt,  which  fhc  could  well 
devife."  MalonE. 

* — • Blefs  tky  fits  utils!]  So  the  five  fenfes  were  called  by  our 
old  writers.  Thus  in  the  very  ancient  interlude  of  The  Five  Ele- 
mentj,  one  of  the  characters  is  Senjual  Appetite , who  with  great 
fimplicity  thus  introduces  hirufclf  to  the  audience: 

44  1 am  callyd  fcnfual  apetyte, 

44  All  creatures  in  ine  delyle, 

44  I comfoite  the  xvyttys  Jive; 

44  The  taftyng  fmellfr.g  and  hcr)nge 
44  1 rcfrcfhe  the  fygfite  and  felynge 
44  To  all  creatures  aly ve.  *' 

Sig.  B.  iij.  Pfecy. 

So  again,  in  Every  Man,  a Morality: 

44  Every  maa,  thou  art  made,  thou  baft  thy  vjtles  Jive .** 
Again,  io  Hyeke  Sennet : 

44  1 have  fpeot  amy*  my  v xvitles 

Again,  in  The  Interlude  cj  tie  Four  Elements , by  Johu  R-flelly 
1519: 

44  Brute  beflis  have  memory  and  their  tvjlles  Jivtl" 

Again,  in  the  firft  book  of  Gower  Dc  ConfeJJione  A mantis  .* 

11  As  toiichcndc  of  my  wittes  five"  Si&ivini. 
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Tom’s  a-cold.  — O,  do  dc,  do  dc,  do  de.— > Rlcfs 
thee  from  whirlwinds,  ftar-blafting,  and  taking  !s  Do 
poor  Tom  fome  charity,  whom  the  foul  fiend  vexes: 
There  could  1 have  him  now,  — - and  there,  — and 
there,  — and  there  again,  and  there. 

[Storm  continursi 
Lear.  What,  have  his  daughters  brought  him 
to 'this  pafs? — 

Could’fl  thou  fave  nothing?  Did’fl  thou  give  them 
all  ? 

Fool.  Nay,  he  rcferved  a blanket,  elfe  we  had 
been  all  fltamcd. 

Lear.  Now,  all  the  plagues  that  in  the  pendu- 
lous air 

Hang  fated  o’er  men’s  faults,  light  on  thy  daugh- 
ters ! 

Kent.  He  had  no  daughters,  fir. 

Lear.  Death,  traitor!  nothing  could  have  fub- 
du’d  nature 

To  fuch  a lownefs,  but  his  unkind  daughters.  — • 
Is  it  the  fafliion,  that  difearded  fathers 
Should  have  thus  little  mercy  on  their  flefli  ? 
Judicious  pnnilhment ! ’tvva*  this  flelh  begot 
Thofe  pelican  daughters.7 


Shakfpeare,  however,  in  this  141ft  Sonnet  fccrai  to  have  confi%- 
4ercd  the  Jive  uits , as  diflinft  from  the  Jtnfes  : 

41  But  my  Jive  wits , nor  my  jive  Jtnfes  can 
44  Diftuade  one  foolifh  heart  from  ferving  thee.  ** 

M ALOVA. 

9 — taking!]  To  lake  is  to  blaft,  or  flrike  with  malignaul 
influence  : 

“ — — flrike  her  young  booes, 

•*  Ye  taking  airs,  with  lamcacts ! " Johnson. 

7 — pelican  daughters.  ] The  young  pelican  is  fabUd  to  fuck 
4be  mother's  blood.  Johnson. 

£0,  in  Decker’s  Honiji  Whore  t iG3o,  fecond  part; 
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Edg.  Pillicock  fat*  on  pillicock’s-hill ; — « 
Halloo,  balloo,  loo,  loo! 

Pool.  This  cold  night  will  turn  us  all  to  fools 
and  madmen. 

Edg.  Take  heed  o’  the  foul  fiend:  Obey  thy 
parents;  keep  thy  word  jnfllv;9  fwcar  not;  com- 
mit not  * with  man’s  fvvorn  fpoufc ; fct  not  thy 
fwect  heart  on  proud  array:  Tom's  a-cold. 

Lear.  What  had  thou  been  ? 

Edg.  A ferving-man,  proud  in  heart  and  mind  ; 
that  curl’d  my  hair  ; * wore  gloves  in  my  cap,  4 


41  Shall  a filly  bird  pick  her  own  broil  to  nouiilh  her  young, 
ones  i*  the  pelican  does  it,  and  (hall  not  i ? ** 

Again,  in  Love  in  a Met#,  1 63 2 : 

44  The  pelican  loves  not  her  young  fo  well 
44  That  digs  upon  her  brcafl  a hundred  fprings.  ” 

STF IVPHS* 

• rilltcock  fat  See.  ] I once  thought  this  a word  of  Shakfpeare’s 
formation  ; but  the  reader  may  hod  it  explained  in  Minfheu’s  Did. 
p.  3G5,  Article,  3299-2.  — Killico  is  one  of  the  devils  mentioned 
iu  Hjrfenet's  Declaration.  The  folio  reads  — Pill'cock-hill.  I 
have  followed  the  quartos.  Malonf. 

The  inquifitive  reader  may  alfo  find  an  explanation  of  this  word 
in  a note  annexed  to  Sir  Thomas  Urquart's  tracll.uion  of  Rabelais, 
Vol.  I.  B.  1.  cb.  ii.  p.  1S4,  edit.  1750.  Steevens. 

9 . ■«.-  keep  thy  word  jojily ;]  Both  the  quartos,  and  the  folio, 
have  words . The  corredioa  was  made  in  the  fecond  folio. 

Malone. 

*  commit  not  See.  ] The  word  commit  is  ufed  in  this  fenfd 

by  Middleton,  in  Women  beware  Women  : 

44  His  weight  is  deadly  who  commits  with  (trumpets.'* 

Steevens. 

3 - ...  - ...  proud  in  heart  and  miv.d  ; that  curl'd  my  hair  j Scc.J 

44  Then  Ma.  Mainy,  by  the  infligation  of  the  firft  of  the  feavea 
[ /pints  ],  began  to  let  his  bauds  unto  his  fide,  curled  hit  hairy  and 
ufed  fucli  gcilures,  as  Ma.  Edmunds  [ the  exoicift  ) prefeotly  affirm- 
ed that  that  fpirit  was  Pride . Herewith  he  began  to  curfe  and 
banne,  faying.  What  a poxt  do  I here?  I will  Hay  no  longer  amongft 
a company  of  rafcal  piieHs,  but  ^oe  to  the  coeit,  and  brave  it 
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fervcd  the  luft  of*ny  miflrefs's  heart,  and  did  the 
a£l  of  darknefs  with  her ; fvvore  as  many  oaths  as 
1 fpake  words,  and  broke  them  in  the  fwcet  face 
of  heaven:  one,  that  flept  in  the  contriving  of 
lufi,  and  waked  to  do  it:  Wine  loved  1 deeply; 
dice  dearly;  and  in  woman,  ont-paratuour’d  the 
Turk:  Falfe  of  heart,  light  of  car,'  bloody  of 


araongft  my  fellows,  the  noblemen  there  aflcmblcd."  Harfuet's 
Declaration , See.-  i6o3. 

“ — ftiojtly  after  they  [ the  feven  fpirits  ] were  all  caft  forth,  and 
in  fuch  manner  as  Ma.  Edmunds  direfled  them,  which  wit,  that 
every  devil  (houKi  depart  in  fomc  certaine  forme  reprefeoting 
cither  a beafl  or  fome  other  creature,  that  had  the  rcfetnblaoce  of 
that  (inre  whereof  he  was  the  chief  author:  whereupon  the  fpirit 
of  pride  departed  in  the  forme  of  a peacock.;  the  fpirit  of  Jlotk  in 
the  likencfs  ol'analle;  the  fpirit  of  envie  in  the  iiruilitude  qf  a 
tio/Zi  the  fpirit  of  gluttony  in  the  forme  of  a walfe,  and  the  other 
devils  bad  alfo  iu  their  departure  their  particular  iikenefTet  agreeable 
to  their  natures.  ' Malonp, 

4 — ■-  wore  gloves  in  my  cap , J i,  e.  His  rniflrefa’s  favours  t 
which  was  the  faflnon  of  that  time.  So,  in  the  play  cal  c j C am* 
faff' i “Thy  men  turned  to  women,  thy  foldic»s  to  lovers,  gloves 
xi-otn  in  velvet  caps,  inflcad  of  pluuics  in  graven  helmets." 

Wa  t burton. 

It  was  ancieinly  the  cuftom  to  wear  gloves  in  the  hat  ou  three 
diftind  occahons,  viz.  as  the  favour  of  a miftrefn,  the  memorial 
of  a friend,  and  as  a matk  to  be  challenged  by  an  enemy.  Prince 
Heurv  boads  tl  at  be  will  pluck  a glove  Jtam  the  coffinonefl  rr/alure, 
and  fit  it  in  his  helmet  ; and  Tucca  fays  to  Sir  Quintilian,  in 
Decker  s Satiromajim : • 

“ Thou  (halt  wear  her  glove  in  thy  wovfh’pful  lot,  li^e 

to  a leather  brooch:"  and  Taudora  in  Lyly  » Woman  in  the  Moon, 
*597  : 

“ — he  that  firft  prefents  me  with  list  head, 

“ Si. all  wear  coy  glove  in  favour  of  the  detd.'' 

Tortia,  in  her  .-'.(Turned  chara&er,  aflts  lUCTmio  ■ for  bis  gloves, 
which  (he  fiys  Cue  will  wear  for  kis  fakes  and  King  Henrv  V. 
gives  the  pretended  glove  of  Alcn^on  to  fluellen,  which  afterwards 
occahons  his  quarrel  with  the  EngliOi  foldier.  Stkkvi>nr. 

6 light  of  for,]  Ciidultus  tj  evil , ready  to  receive  rnalkiou) 

reports.  JOHlSQN. 
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liand;  Hog  in  (loth,  fox  in  Health,  wolf  in  gree- 
dinefs,0  dog  in  madnefs,  lion  in  prey.  Let  not 
the  creaking  of  flioes,  nor  the  milling  of  filks, 
betrav  thy  poor  heart  to  women  : Keep  thy  foot 
out  of  brothels,  thy  hand  out  of  plackets,7  thy  pen 
from  lenders’  books,0  and  defy  the  foul  fiend. — 

• — — Hog  in  Jlotk , fox  in  f haltk%  wolf  in  free  din 'ft,  See.]  The 
]cfuits  pretended  to  caft  the  feycn  deadly  fins  out  oi  Mainy  in  the 
fliapc  of  thofc  animals  that  reprffented  them  ; aud  before  each  was 
oft  out,  Mainy  by  geftures  aded  that  particular  hn  ; curling  his 
hair  to  (how  friit,  vomiting  for  gfuttony%  gaping  and  footing  for 
ptk%  k$.  — Harfoet's  book,  pp.  279,  280,  See.  To  ibis  probably 
our  author  alludes.  Steeveki. 

7 — — - iky  har.i  out  of  plackets,]  It  appeareth  from  the  follow- 
ing paiTage  in  Any  Iking  for  a quiet  Life,  a filly  comedy,  that 
flacket  doth  not  Ggnify  the  petticoat  in  general,  but  only  the 
Aperture  therein  : 41  — between  which  is  difeovered  the  eft n fa>l 
which  is  now  called  the  flatlet"  Bayly  in  his  DiHionary , givclli 
the  fame  account  of  the  word. 

Vet  pcradvcnlure,  our  poet  hath  fotne  deeper  meaning  in  Tkt 
Winter's  Talt,  where  Autolycas  faith  — 41  You  might  have  pinch’d 
a placket,  it  was  fcnfelefs:” — ami,  now  I bethink  me,  fir  Thomas 
Hrquart,  knight,  in  his  tianflation  of  that  wicked  varlet  Rabelais, 
ftylcib  the  inftrumtrt  wherewith  Qara^antua  played  at  carnal  ten- 
uis, his  44  placid-tzcltt,"  See  that  work,  Yol.  1.  p.  1S4,  edit. 
1730. 

Impartiality  ncverthclefs  coropclleth  me  to  obferve,  that  Mailer 
Coles  in  It  is  Dictionary  bath  rendered  flacktl  by  Jinus  mulielris  : 
and  a pleafant  commentator  who  figneth  himfelf  T.  C.  bath  alfo 
produced  iuftanccs  in  favour  of  that  figaiftcatioa;  for,  faith  he,— 
but  bear  we  his  own  words  : 

4‘  Peradventure  a placket  Ggnifted  neither  a petticoat  nor  anr 
part  of  one:  but  a (l  cm  acker See  the  word  Tjrace  in  Flodo’s 
Italian  I)i&-  1598.  4i  The  breft  or  bulke  of  a man.  — Alfo  a 
flaeket  or  flow acker." — The  word  fecuis  to  be  ufed  in  the  fame  lenfe 
in  The  Wandering  Whom,  kc.  a comedy,  (6G3 : 44  If  I meet  a 
cull  in  Morcfields,  I can  give  him  leave  to  dive  io  my  placket 

So  that,  after  all,  this  matter  is  enwrapped  iu  much  aud  painful 
uncertainty.  Ammir. 

*  kky  pen  from  lenders'  looks , ] So,  in  All  Fools , a comedy  by 

Chapman,  i6o5  ; 
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Still  tlirongh  the  hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind : 
•Says  fuum,  man,  ha  no  nonny,  dolphin  my  boy, 
my  boy,  felTa  ; let  him  trot  by.  * [Jlo-im  continues. 


If  I but  urite  my  name  in  mercers  bools , 

“ I am  as  fare  to  have  at  fix  months  end 
“ A rafeal  at  my  elbow  with  his  mace,"  See.  Steivkns. 

* Says  fuum,  mun,  ha  no  nonny,  dolphin  my  loy,  my  boy , JtJJa  ; 
let  him  trot  by,  J Ihe  quartos  read — the  cold  wiud  ; bay,  no  on  r.y, 
Dolphin  my  boy,  ray  boy,  ceaje , let  him  trot  by.  The  folio  : — 
*the  cold  wind : fayes  fuum,  nuo,  nonny.  Dolphin  my  boy,  boy 
Sejjey , let  him  trot  by.  Ihe  text  is  formed  from  the  two  copies. 
I have  printed  Sejja , infiead  of Seflej,  becaufc  the  fame  cant  word 
occurs  in  the  laduGion  to  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew:  “ Therefore, 
faveas  pallabris  ; let  the  world  Hide:  Stjjts."  Malone. 

Hey  no  nonny  is  the  burthen  of  a ballad  in  The  Two  Noble  Kir.f- 
men  ( faid  to  be  written  by  Shakfpearc  in  conjunction  with  Fletchc  ) 
and  was  probably  common  to  many  others,  The  folio  introduces 
it  into  oue  of  Ophelia's  fangs.— 

Dolphin,  my  boy , my  boy , 

Ceaje,  let  him  hot  by ; 

It  feemeth  not  that  fuch  a foe 
From  tnc  or  you  would  fly. 

This  is  a flanza  from  a very  old  ballad  Written  on  fame  battle 
fought  in  France,  during  which  the  king,  unwilling  tn  put  the 
fufpefled  valour  of  bis  fan  the  Dauphin , i.  e.  Dolphin  ( fa  called 
ami  fpelt  at  thofe  times)  to  the  tiial,  is  reprefented  as  defirous  to 
reftrain  him  from  any  attempt  to  cftabliQt  an  opinion  of  his  courage 
on  an  adverfary  who  wears  the  leaf!  appearance  of  ilrcngtb;  and 
at  laft  afiifts  in  propping  up  a dead  body  againfl  a tree  for  him  te 
try  his  manhood  upon.  Therefore  as  different  champions  are  fup- 
pofed  to  crofs  the  field,  the  kiog  always  difeovers  fame  objedioa 
to  his  attacking  each  of  them,  aud  repeats  tbefc  two  lines  as  every 
freih  perfonage  is  introduced. 

Dolphin,  my  boy , my  bey , kc. 

The  fong  I have  never  feen,  but  had  this  account  from  an  old 
gentleman,  who  was  only  able  to  repeat  part  of  it,  and  died  before 
I could  have  fuppofed  the  difeovery  would  have  been  of  the  leaft 

importance  to  me. As  far  the  words.  Jays  Juun,  mun,  they 

arc  only  to  be  found  in  the  firtl  folio,  and  were  probably  added  by 
Che  players,  who,  together  with  the  corrpofilcrt,  were  likely 
enough  to  corrupt  what  they  ui^  not  uyUttfLud,  or  to  odd  more 
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Leas.  Why,  thou  were  better  in  thy  grave,  than 
to  anfwer  with  thy  uncover'd  body  this  extremity 
of  the  Ikies  — !s  man  no  more  than  this?  Confuier 
him  well:  Thou  owed  the  worm  no  filk,  tbebcaft 
no  hide,  the  Ihcep  no  wool,  the  cat  no  perlume  : — 
H a!  here’s  three  of  us  are  fophillicated  ! — 1 boil 
ait  the  thing  iifcif:  unaccommodated  man  :s  no 

more  butfuch  a poor,  bare,  forked  animal  as  thou 
art.— OfF,  off,  you  lendings:  — Come:  unbutton 
here.1 — • [ tr/11  ing  cjj  his  cio'hcs. 

Fool.  Pr’ythcc,  nunclc,  be  contented  ; this  is  a 
naughty  night  to  fwirn  in.* — Now  a little  fire  in  a 


of  their  own  to  what  they  already  concluded  to  be  noufn.fe. 

St  k EVEN*. 

Cel?*  cries  out  in  Barlholeme^  Fair : 

44  God’s  my  life!— He  lhall  be  Dauphin  mj  he)4!** 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  two  fongs  to  which  Mr.  Steeveus  r.f-ri 
for  the  burden  of  tin  no  nonny,  are  both  lung  by  gnis  dtftndcd 
from  difappomied  love.  The  ntcaai  of  the  burden  uta>  be 
inferred  from  what  follows : Draytou  s Sktpkttd's  Garland , iSqS, 
410; 

“ Who  ever  heard  thy  pipe  and  pleating  vainc, 

11  And  dotii  but  heare  (his  fruirill  miuft: alcy, 

44  Thefe  xoninos  of  tilthie  rtbuuldry, 

44  That  doth  not  cmife  ” 

Again,  in  White’s  Wit  of  a Worn** : 

41  — thefe  dauncers  foomimci  do  teach  them  tnekes  above  trrneh- 
morc,  yea  and  fomciimcs  fuch  lavoltat,  that  they  mount  to  high, 
that  you  may  fee  their  hey  nonj%  nony,  n onj,  no."  Henley. 

0 Comr ; unbutton  hfft  ] Thus  the  folio.  One  of  the  quartos 
reads  : Cttnr  on,  be  true.  Stelven*. 

* — a naughty  night  tofwim  in.  ] So  TufTcr,  chap.  42,  fol.  q3. 

44  Ground  giaurllic,  fuudic,  aud  mixed  with  claic, 

44  Is  naught  it  for  hops  aoie  manner  of  waie.”  . 

Js  aught)  figuihes  bad,  unfit,  improp'r.  This  epithet  which,  as 
it  fUniis  here,  excites  a ftnile,  in  the  age  of  Shakfptaie  was  cm. 
ployed  011  ferious  ociafions.  The  merriment  of  ihe  fool  therefore 
depended  on  his  general  image,  aud  not  cu  the  quaiulnm  of  sis 
auxiliary.  SrervuNS.  , 
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wild  Geld  were  like  an  old  lecher’s  heart;3  a fmall 
fpark,  all  the  red  of  his  body  cold. — Look,  here 
conies  a walking  fire. 

1*  dg.  This  is  the  foul  fiend  Flibbertigibbet:4 
he  begins  at  curfew,  and  walks  till  the  firlt  cock;8 


*  an  old  lecher's  heart;]  This  image  appears  to  have  beet* 

imitated  by  Beau  notit  and  Fletcher  in  1 kt  Humourous  Lieutenants 

“ au  i fid  man's  loofe  defire 

“ Is  like  ilie  glow-worm  s light  the  apes  fo  wonder’d  at; 

41  Which  when  they  ier’d  fticks,  and  laid  upon’t, 

44  Aud  blew  aud  blew,  tuiu’u  uil}  and  went  out  prcfently." 

SlEIVENf. 

* Fffl  *>n  tigibbet  ] We  arc  oot  much  acquainted  with  tbit 

f n !.  Latimer  in  his  ferraons  mentions  him ; aud  Heywood, 
a»i  *ne  hit  fixte  hundred  of  Epigrams,  edit.  bas  the  follow- 

ing, VJ  (a/'ihg  7ii t Ftebo gitet : 

••  I flou  f I'b'rgihtt.  h itbtt  g’lrt,  thou  wretch! 

“ W (/Ur  ft  thou  whereto  tali  pari  of  that  word  doth  ftretch? 

•*  L jvc  t .at  word,  or  I’le  bade  thee  with  a li bet  ; 

41  Of  atl  wuords  1 hate  wooids  that  cud  with  gibe t.** 

SrscvxKS. 

44  F ateretto,  Flib  r Ji gibe t,  Hoberdidance,  Tocobatto,  were 
fnu-  c.'v  !>  «;f  r e L.uui  or  tnorrice  .....  'I  htfc  four  bad  forty 
a&daM*  unhr  tiicui,  as  tbcmfclvei  doe  coufeflc.''  Harjneif 

p 43  F RCY 

5 — he  b'gi  s at  curfew,  and  walks  tHl  tie  firfl  cock ;]  It  if 
ati  o d ttaonion  that  Ipiiits  were  relieved  from  the  confinement  in 
i Hi v «cie  held  during  tue  day,  at  the  time  of  curfew,  that 
is,  i i elc  f dav,  and  were  permitted  to  wander  at  large  till 
the  firft  co>k  crowing.  lienee  in  Tie  Fempejl  they  are  faid  to 
fc*  icj  uu  to  hear  the  fclruu  cutfew.”  Sec  Iiumid,  Adi  l.  fc.  is 
44  — d at  his  [the  cock’s]  warning, 

“ W ut'  ei  in  ft*  or  fire,  iu  earth  or  air, 

*4  li  e ex  iavagant  aud  criiug  fpiiit  Lies 
44  1 t»  his  confiuc  ” 

Again,  fc  v : 

44  I am  it  y father's  fpirit, 

44  Doom’  for  a certain  time  to  u talk  Ike  ntght, 

44  Aud  for  the  day  ttnjin  d to  faft  ia  fires, — Malone. 

See  Vol.  IV.  p.  36,  n.  4.  Stuvins. 
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Lear.  Why,  thou  were  better  in  thy  grave,  than 
to  anfwer  with  thy  uncover'd  body  this  extremity* 
of  the  Ikies  — !s  man  no  more  than  this  ? C'.onfider 
him  well:  Thou  owed  the  worm  no  filk,  the  bead 
no  hide,  the  Iheep  no  wool,  the  cat  no  perfume  : — 
Ha!  here's  three  of  us  are  fophidicaied  ! — I holt 
art  the  tiling  itftlf:  unaccommodated  man  ts  no 

more  but  fuch  a poor,  bare,  forked  animal  as  thou 
art. — Off,  off,  you  lendings:  — Come;  unbutton 
here.9—  • [Uaiing  off  his  clo'iies. 

Fool.  Pr’ythce,  nunclc,  be  contented  ; this  is  a 
naughty  night  to  fwitn  in.* — Now  a little  fire  in  a 


of  their  own  to  what  they  already  concluded  to  be  nonfer.fe. 

STfEVENS. 

Coirs  cries  out  ifi  Bartknlemet*  Fair: 

44  God’s  tny  life!  —He  lhall  be  Dauphin  my  it/!'* 

F'  R MrR." 

It  if  obfervable  that  the  two  fongs  to  which  Mr.  Steeveus  r f r# 
for  the  burden  of  Hey  no  nonny,  are  both  fung  by  gif  is  iliiludcd 
from  difappomted  love.  I he  mcani-g  of  the  burden  may  be 
inferred  front  what  follows : DraylOu  s Shepherd's  Garland,  1 3y3, 
4to  : 

44  Who  ever  heard  thy  pipe  and  pleaTing  vaine, 

14  And  doth  but  heare  this  fcuuill  aiinftsalcy, 

*4  Thefe  noninot  of  tilthie  nbauldry, 

44  That  doth  not  raufc  " 

Again,  in  White's  Wit  of  a Woman* 

•4  — thefe  dauncers  fotuetimes  do  teach  them  trickes  above  trench- 
more,  yea  and  fomciimcs  fuch  lavolut,  that  they  mount  to  high, 
that  you  may  fee  their  kef  nonj%  nony,  nony,  Henley. 

9 Comr ; unbutton  here  J Thus  the  folio.  One  of  the  quartos 
reads  : Come  on , be  true.  Stelvene. 

• — a naughty  night  to'fwim  in.  j So  TufTer,  chap.  42.  fol.  93. 

44  Ground  giaurllic,  faudie,  aud  mixed  with  claic, 

4k  Is  naughite  for  hops  anie  manner  of  waie.” 

Naught)  Gguihes  bad,  unfit , improper.  This  epithet  which,  as 
it  Hands  here,  excites  a funic,  in  the  age  of  Shakfptarc  was  cm. 
ployed  on  fieri  out  octafions.  The  merriment  of  ihe  fool  therefore 
depended  on  his  general  image,  and  not  ou  the  quaiutnci*  of  its 

auxiliary.  SfEcvaxs.  # 
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wild  Geld  were  like  an  old  lecher’s  heart;3  a fmall 
fpark,  all  the  reft  of  his  body  cold. — Look,  here 
comes  a walking  fire. 

Log.  This  is  the  foul  fiend  Flibbertigibbet:4 
he  begins  at  curfew,  and  walks  till  the  firft  cock;3 


3 an  old  lecher's  heart  ^ This  image  appear*  to  have  been 

imitated  by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  in  Ike  Humourous  Lieutenant: 

44  — — a u vld  nan's  loofe  dcGre 

Is  like  the  glow-worm  * light  the  apes  f o wonder’d  at; 

“ Which  when  they  gather’d  ftteks.  and  laid  upon’t, 

«*  And  blew  auJ  blew,  turn'd  tail,  and  went  out  prefentlj.'* 

SlEBVCNS. 

e . Ftf^hutigilbet  ] We  arc  not  much  acquainted  with  this 

f ni.  Latimer  in  hi*  fermons  mentions  him;  aud  Hcywood, 
am  .lie  hU  lixte  hundred  of  Epigrams,  edit.  i3;6,  has  the  follow- 
ing, Uj  me  Ftebeigitet : 

*•  1 Aou  F let ergihtl,  Fhbtrgibet,  thou  wretch  ! 

“ IV  our  A thou  whereto  bft  part  of  that  word  doth  ftretch? 

*»  L*‘ave  that  word,  or  I'lc  bafte  thee  with  a libel  ; 

**  Of  ail  woordi  1 hate  wooids  that  cod  with  gibet.” 

Steevshs. 

F-atcretto,  flib  rJigibet,  Hoberdidance,  Tocobatto,  were 
fotr  t : • v T of  r c luuiiJ  or  morrice  .....  Ibefe  four  had  forty 
aftilu'.c*  on  Ur  them,  as  themfelvei  doe  confeffe.”  Harjnet, 

P 43  v RCV 

8 _ he  b'git’i  at  curfew,  or,  l uialks  till  the  jirjl  cock ;]  It  i* 
an  o d tradition  that  ipiril*  were  relieved  from  the  confinement  in 
tfrUK1  i u t v *»tie  held  during  tue  day,  at  the  lime  of  curfew,  that 
j*,  tied  c f day,  and  were  permitted  to  wander  at  large  till 
the  fi.lt  ro^k  crowing.  Hence  in  tie  tempejl  they  are  faid  to 
icj-u«.c  to  bear  the  fohmo  cutfew.”  Sc c Hamlet % A&  I.  fc.  is 
44  — nd  m his  [the  cock's  J warning, 

“ W >vt»'er  in  f«.a  or  fire,  iu  earth  or  air, 

44  f i e cx'iav agaut  aud  cr.iug  fpiiit  hies 
44  1 o iiii  confine.” 

Again,  fc  v : 

44  i am  1 1 y father's  fpirit, 

44  Doom'  t for  a certain  time  to  walk  the  night, 

44  And  fat  the  day  >injin  d to  faft  iu  fires,—.”  Malone. 

See  Vol.  IV.  p 36,  a.  4.  Silivins. 
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Le  gives  the  web  and  the  pin,6  fqnints  the  eye,  and 
makes  the  hare-lip;  mildews  the  white  wheat,  and 
harts  the  poor  creature  of  earth. 

Saint  Withold  footed  thrice  the  wold; 

He  met  the  night-mare,  and  her  nine-fold ; 

Bid  her  alight, 

And  her  troth  plight, 

And,  aroint  thee,  witch,  aroint  thee!’ 

9 — —rret  and  tit  fin,]  Difeafes  of  the  eye.  JOHNSON. 

So,  in  Every  Woman  in  hit  Humour,  1609.  One  of  the  eha- 
rafters  is  giving  a ludicrous  defeription  of  a lady’s  face,  and  when 
he  comes  to  her  eyes  he  fays,  “ a fin  and  nek  argent,  in  hair  dm 
roy."  Ste  evens. 

? Sainl  Wilkold  fool/d  t krice  fit  wold; 

He  met  the  night-mare,  and  her  nine-fold; 

Bid  ker  alight , 

And  ker  trotk  flight. 

And  aroint  thee,  witch , aroint  thee  .r]  We  Hiould  read  it  thus: 
Saint  Withold  footed  ibrice  the  wold, 

He  met  the  night-marc,  and  her  nan*  told. 

Bid  her  alight,  and  her  troth  plight, 

Aod  aroynt  thee,  witch,  aroyat  thee  right. 
i.  e.  Saint  Withold  traverfiag  the  wold  or  downs,  met  the  night- 
mare; who  having  told  her  name,  he  obliged  her  to  oh*kt  from 
tbofe  perfons  whom  (he  rides,  and  flight  her  troth  to  do  no  more 
mifehief  This  is  taken  from  a ftory  of  him  in  his  legend.  Hence 
he  was  invoked  as  the  patron  f^iut  agaiuft  that  diftempcr.  And 
thefe  verfes  were  no  other  than  a popular  charm,  or  night-Jfell 
againH  the  Epialtes.  The  laft  line  is  the  formal  execration  or 
apoftrophe  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  charm  to  the  witch,  aropnt  thee 
tight,  i.  e.  depart  forthwith.  Bedlams , gipfies,  and  fucii  like 
vagabonds,  ufed  to  fell  itiefe  kinds  cf  fp cits  or  charms  to  the  people. 
They  were  of  various  kinds  for  vatious  dtforders,  and  add  relied 
to  various  faiuts.  We  have  another  of  them  in  the  'Aonjuur 
Thomas  of  Fletcher,  which  he  cxprcfsly  calls  a night -/fell.  and  is 
in  tbefe  words : 

“ Saint  George,  Saint  George,  our  lady’s  knight, 

“ He  walks  by  day,  fo  he  does  by  night ; 

14  And  when  he  had  her  fouod, 

44  He  her  beat  and  her  bound; 

44  Until  to  him  \<r  troth  Jhr  plight , 

tl  She  would  not  iii r from  him  that  night.*'  Wabburton. 
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Kent.  How  fares  yonr  grace? 


This  is  likewifc  one  of  the  u magical  cures’*  for  the  in  tubes « 
quoted,  with  little  variation,  by  Reginald  Scott  in  bis  Difcovrry  of 
Y\  itchcrajty  1584.  STEEVENS. 

In  the  old  quarto  the  corruption  is  fuch  as  may  deferve  to  be 
noted.  “ Swithalde  footed  thrice  the  olde  anclthu  night  moore 
and  her  nine  folde  bid  her,  O light  and  her  troth  plight  and  mint 
tbec,  with  arint  thee.**  Johnson; 

Her  ni nt  fold  feems  to  be  put  (for  the  fake  of  the  rhyme)  inftcad 
of  her  nine  foals.  I cannot  find  this  adventure  in  the  common 
legend  of  St.  Vitalii,  who,  1 luppofe,  is  here  called  St.  Withold. 

Ttewhitt. 

Shakfpeare  might  have  met  with  St.  Withold  in  the  old  fpurious 
play  ol  King  Join,  where  this  faint  is  invoked  by  a Frantifcan 
friar.  The  wold  I fuppofe  to  be  the  true  reading.  So,  in  1 he 

Coventry  Colltftion  of  Myfleries , Muf.  Brit.  Vcfp.  D,  viii.  p.  a3, 
Herod  fays  to  one  of  his  officers: 

• * Scyward  bolde,  walke  thou  on  wo\de% 

11  And  wyfely  behold  all  abowte,**  &:c. 

Dr.  Hill’s  reading,  the  co/d,  (mentioned  in  the  next  note,)  is  the 
leading  of  Mr.  Tate  in  his  alteration  of  this  play  io  1G81. 

Left  the  reader  fhould  fuppofe  the  compound — night-marc,  has 
any  reference  to  Aorjc-flefb,  it  may  be  obferved  that  marot  Saxon, 
figuiiics  an  incubus.  Steevens. 

It  is  p'eafaot  to  fee  the  various  readings  of  this  paflage.  In  a 
book  called  the  Aflor,  which  has  been  afcribcd  to  Dr.  Hill,  it  is 
quoted  *»  Switkin  footed  thrice  the  cold."  Mr.  Colman  has  It  in 
his  alteration  of  /.car, 

“ Swithin  footed  thrice  the  world." 

The  ancient  reading  is  the  elds:  which  is  pompouOv  correded  by 
Mr.  Theobald,  with  the  help  of  his  friend  Mr.  Brftiop,  to  the 
wolds:  in  fad  it  is  the  fame  word.  Spelman  writes.  Burton  upon 
olds;  the  provincial  pronunciation  is  dill  the  olts:  and  that  pro* 
bably  was  the  vulgar  orthography.  Let  us  read  then, 

St.  Withold  footed  thrice  the  oles, 

lie  met  the  night* marc,  and  iter  uiuc  foits,  See. 

Farmer. 

I was  furprifed  to  fee  in  the  App'vdi*  to  the  lift  edition  of 
Sbakfpeare,  [i.  «.j  that  of  1773]  that  my  reading  of  this  paflage  was 
“ Swit). jn  footed  thrice  the  world."  I have  ever  been  averfe  to  ca- 
pricious variations  of  the  old  text;  and,  in  the  prefent  initancc. 
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Enter  Gioster,  with  a torch. 

Lear.  What’s  he? 

Kent.  Who’s  there?  What  is't  yon  feek? 

Glo.  What  arc  yon  there?  Your  names? 

Kdg.  Poor  Tom;  that  eats  the  fwirnming  frog, 
the  toad,  the  tadpole,  the  wall-newt,  and  the  wa- 
ter;® that  in  • the  fury  of  his  heart,  when  the  foul 
fiend  rages,  eats  cow-dung  for  fallets ; (wallows 
the  old  rat,  and  the  ditch-dog;  dunks  the  green 
mantle  of  the  (landing  pool;  who  is  whipp’d  from 

f 

tbc  rhyme,  as  well  as  (he  fenfe,  would  have  induced  me  to  abide 
bv  it.  World  was  merely  an  error  of  the  prtfs.  Wold  is  a vford 
ftill  in  ufe  iti  the  North  of  England  ; figuifying  a kiud  of  down 
near  the  fea.  A large  trad  of  country  iu  the  Ealt-Riding  of  York- 
Ihire  is  called  the  Wttulds.  Colman. 

Roth  the  quartos  and  the  folio  have  old,  not  olds.  Old  was  merely 
the  word  uold  mifpclied,  from  following  the  found.  There  are  a 
hundred  inftaoces  of  the  fame  kiud  in  the  old  copici  of  thefe  play*. 

For  what  purpofc  the  lucubus  is  eojoined  to  plight  her  troth , will 
appear  from  a paflage  in  Scot's  Dij tQ.tr)  of  Witchcraft,  1384  ; 
which  Sbakfpearc  appears  to  have  had  in  view  : *«  — howbeit, 

there  are  magical  cures  for  it,  (the  night  marc  or  incubus,]  as  for 
example : 

44  S.  George,  S.  George,  our  ladies  knight, 

4t  He  walk'd  by  daie,  fo  did  he  by  night, 

44  Until  fuch  time  as  he  hir  found  : 

44  He  bir  beat  and  he  hir  bound, 

“ Until  hir  troth  Jhe  to  him  plight 

41  She  would  not  tome  to  bir  [r.  Aim]  that  night.” 

Her  vine  fold  are  her  nine  familiars.  A mint  thee!  j f Dii  te  avtr- 
runcen/!]  has  been  already  explained  in  Vol.  X.  p.  342,  n.  4. 

Malone. 

* the  wall-newt,  and  the  water;]  i.  e.  the  water-new/.  This 

was  the  phrafeology  of  Shakfpeare's  ftne.  “ He  v.as  a wife  man 
and  a merry,”  was  tho  common  language.  So  FalflaiT  fays  10 
Shallow,  he  is  your  ferviug-nan,  and  your  h'ijhand,”  i.  e.  huf- 
baud-ci**.  Malone.  * 
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ty tiling  to  tything,®  and  flock’d,  punifh’cl,  and 
imprifon’d;2  who  hath  had  three  fuits  to  his  back, 
fix  lliirts  to  his  body,  horfe  to  ride,  and  weapon 
to  wear, — 

But  mice,  and  rats  , and  fuch  Jmall  deer. 

Have  been  Tom's  food  for  Jeven  long  year.3 

Beware  iny  follower Peace,  Sraolkin;  peace/ 
thou  fiend ! 

Glo.  What,  hath  yonr  grace  no  better  company  ? 
Enc.  The  prince  of  darknefs  is  a gentleman;* 
Modo  he’s  call’d,  and  Mahu.c 


*  whipp'd  from  tything  to  ty  thing,  ] A tything  is  a divifion 

of  a place,  adiftiid;  the  fame  iu  the  country,  as  a ward  in  the 
city.  In  the  Saxon  times  every  hundred  was  divided  into  tythings. 
Edgar  allude*  to  the  ads  of  Qtieen  Elizahfk  and  Jomts  1.  againft 
rogues,  vagabonds,  kc.  In  the  Slat.  3g  Etiz.  cb.  4.  it  is  enaded, 
that  every  vagabond,  S :c.  (ball  be  publickly  whipped  and  ftnl 
from  parifh  to  parilh.  Steiv&ns. 

a and  flock'd,  pvni/k'd , and  imprifon  d ; ] So  the  folio,  The 

quartos  read  perhaps  rightly:  — and jitcipunijh' dy  and  imprifon'd. 

Malone. 

5 Bat  mic  r,  and  rats , end  fuch  final  l dec  r. 

Have  keen  Tom's  food  for  ftven  long  year.]  This  difticb  is  part 
of  a defeription  given  in  the  old  metrical  romance  of  Sir  Bevis,  of 
the  hardlhips  fullered  by  Bevis  when  couhacd  for  feven  years  in  a 
dungeon : 

“ Rattes  and  myce  and  fuch  fmal  dere 

Was  his  meate  that  feven  yere."  Sig.  F.  iij.  PiRCV. 

* Peace , Smolkin  ; peace,  ] “ The  names  of  other  pucie 

fpirits  caft  out  of  Trayford  were  tbefe  : Hllco,  SacUin,  Hillio,'* 
8cc.  Harfuet,  p.  49.  l’EECT. 

* The  prince  of  Jarterfs  is  a gentleman ; ] This  is  fpoken  io  re- 
fentment  of  what  GloAer  had  juft  laid  — “ Has  your  grace  no 
better  company  ?'*  Steevens. 

6 The  prince  of  dtsrhnefe  is  a gentleman  ; 

Modo  he's  call'd , and  Mahu.  j So,  in  Harfnet’s  Declaration , 
Maho  war  the  chief  devil  that  bad  pofTeilion  of  Sarah  Williams; 
but  another  of  the  potfefted,  named  Richard  Maiuy,  was  molcftcd 
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Glo.  Our  flefh  and  blood,  my  lord,  is  grown  fo 
vile. 

That  it  doth  hate  what  gets  it< 

Ldg.  Poor  Tom’s  a-cold. 

Glo.  Go  in  with  me;  my  duty  cannot  fuffer7 
To  obey  in  all  your  daughters’  hard  commands: 
Though  their  injunction  be  to  bar  my  doors, 

And  let  this  t)rannons  night  take  hold  upon  you; 
Yet  have  I ventur'd  to  come  feek  you  out, 

And  bring  you  where  both  fire  and  food  is  ready. 

Lear.  Firll  let  me  talk  with  this  philofopher: — 
What  is  the  caufe  of  thunder? 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  take  his  offer; 

Go  into  the  honfe. 

Leak.  I’ll  talk  a word  with  this  fame  learned 
Theban  :* — 

What  is  your  lludy  ? 


by  a ftill  more  coiifrJerable  fiend  called  Modu.  See  the  book  already 
mentioned,  p.  263,  where  the  faid  Richard  Mainy  depofei : 
“ Furthermore  it  it  pretended,  . . . that  there  remaineth  ftill  in 
mcc  the  prince  of  all  other  devils,  whole  name  fliould  be  Medu;" 
he  it  elfewhere  tailed,  *«  the  prince  Modu:"  fo,  p.  269,  41  When 
the  faid  pritfts  bad  difpatcbed  theirc  bufinefs  at  Hackuey  (where 
they  had  been  exorcifmg  Sarah  Williams)  they  thco  reiurucd  to- 
wards mec,  uppon  pretence  to  caft  the  great  ptince  Modu  . . . one 
mce,”  Stecvens. 

In  The  Goblins , by  Sir  John  Suckling,  a catch  it  introduced 
which  concludes  with  thefc  two  lines  : 

“ The  prince  of  darkneft  it  a gentleman  : 

*•  Mahu,  Mat.u  is  hit  name." 

In  am  inclined  to  think  this  catch  not  to  be  the  produ8ion  of 
Suckling,  but  the  original  referred  to  by  Edgar's  fpeech.  Kled. 

7 — cannot Jujjtr  — ] i.  e.  my  duty  will  not  fufTcr  mt  fce. 

M.  Mason. 

* — — learned  Theban : ] Ben  Jorfon  in  his  Mojque  oj  Pans 
JnniverJatji  has  introduced  a Tinker  whom  he  calls  a hunt* 
Tktban-t  perhaps  iu  ridicule  of  this  paflage.  Stiltens. 
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Edg.  How  to  prevent  the  fiend,  and  to  kill 
vermin. 

Lear.  Let  nie  afk  you  one  word  in  private. 

Kent.  Importune  him  once  more  to  go,  my 
lord, 

H is  wits  begin  to  unfcttle.’ 

Glo.  Can’d  thou  blame  him? 

His  daughters  feek  his  death: — Ah,  that  good 
Kent ! — 

He  faid  it  would  be  thns : — Poor  banilh’d  man  ! — 

Thou  fay’d,  the  king  grows  mad ; i’ll  tell  thee, 
friend, 

I am  almod  mad  myfelf:  I had  a fon, 

Now  outlaw’d  from  my  blood;  he  fought  my  life, 

But  lately,  very  late;  1 lov’d  him,  friend,— 

No  father  his  fon  dearer:  true  to  tell  thee, 

[Starm  continues. 

The  grief  hath  craz'd  my  wits.  VVkat  a night’s 
this ! 

I do  bcfeech  your  grace, — > 

Lear.  O,  cry  yon  mercy, 


* His  toils  begin  to  unfelfle.]  On  this  occnfion,  I cannot  prevail  % 
on  myfelf  to  omit  the  following  excellent  remark  of  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,  [now  Lord  Oifordj  inferred  in  the  poftfciipt  to  his 
MjJitriout  Mother.  He  obferves,  that  when  >(  Btlvidcra  talks  of 

Lutes , laurels,  feat  oj  milk , 4911  d Jhifs  of  smber, 

fbe  is  not  mad,  but  light-headed.  When  raadnefi  has  take* 
poffeflion  of  a peifon,  fuch  charader  ceafes  to  be  fit  for  the  ttage, 
or  at  lead  Ihould  appear  there  but  for  a fliort  time  ; it  being  the 
bufinefs  of  the  theatre  to  exhibit  patfjons,  nor  diftcmpcis.  The 
fined  pidure  ever  drawn,  of  a Lead  difeompofed  by  misfortune,  il 

that  bl  King  Lesr.  His  thoughts  dwell  on  the  ingratitude  of  hit  * 

daughters,  and  every  fcntence  that  falls  from  his  wildncfs  excites 
refledion  and  pity.  Had  frenzy  entirely  feized  him,  our  com- 
panion would  abate : we  fhould  conclude  that  he  no  loncer  felt 
■nbappinefs.  Shakfpeare  wrote  as  a philofophcr,  Otway  as  a poet." 

STEtV&NS. 
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Noble  philofopher,  your  company. 

Edc.  Tom’s  a-cold. 

Glo.  In,  fellow,  there,  to  the  hovel:  keep  thee 
warm. 

Lear.  Come,  let’s  in  all. 

Kent.  This  way,  my  lord. 

Lear.  With  him; 

I will  keep  flill  with  my  philofophcr. 

Kent.  Good  my  lord,  footh  him;  let  him  take 
the  fellow. 

Glo.  Take  him  you  on. 

Kent.  Sirrah,  come  on  ; go  along  with  ns. 

Lear.  Come,  good  Athenian. 

Glo.  No  words,  no  words: 

Hufli. 

Edg.  Child  Rowland  to  the  dark  lower  came 
His  word  was  Jlill, — Fie  , foh,  and  futn 

I Jmtll  the  blood  of  a Brilijh  man.  [ Exeunt. 

* Child  Rowland  to  the  dark  tower  camey]  The  word  child  (how- 
ever it  came  to  have  this  feufc)  is  of’en  applied  to  Knight*,  Scr • in 
old  hiilortcal  foogs  and  romances;  of  this  innumerable  inl'an^cs 
occur  in  The  Retinues  oj  anciml  FrgUjh  Pvet'y.  See  particularly  in 
Vol.  I.  f.  iv.  v.  y 7,  where  iu  a dcfcripuou  of  a battle  between  two 
knights,  we  find  theft  lines: 

“ The  EldriJge  knighte,  he  prick'd  his  fleed  j 
41  Syr  Cawline  bold  abode: 

44  Then  either  {hook  hit  trufty  fpear, 

14  And  the  timber  thefe  two  tkUdrtn  bare 
44  So  foon  in  funder  flode." 

See  iu  the  fame  volumes  the  ballads  concerning  the  child  of  F.llt% 
child  utterly  child  Mauriee,  (Vol.  1(1.  f xx-)  8c<*.  The  feme  idiom 
occurs  id  Sp infer' s Faery  Queen%  where  the  famous  knight  fir  Indiana 
is  frequently  called  Child  Injlram  See  B.  V.  c.  ii.  A,  S.  >3.  B.  VI. 
c.  ii.  ft.  36.  ibid.  c'.  viii.  ft.  »5. 
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SCENE  V. 


A Room  in  Gloflcr’s  Cajlle. 

Enter  Cornwall  anti  Edmund. 

Corn.  I will  have  my  revenge,  ere  I depart  his 
lioufe. 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  in  The  Woman  1 prize  lefer  alfo  to  ibis; 

• ‘ - ,!■  j mete  bobby-horfc 
“ S c made  the  Child  Rowland," 

In  Have  with  you  to  Saffron  Walden,  or  Gabriel  Harvey's  Hunt 
is  up,  i5g8,  pan  of  thefe  lines  repeated  by  Edgar  is  quoted: 

a pedant,  who  will  hud  matter  iuough  to  dilate  a whole 

tlayc  of  the  full  invention  of 

“ Fy,  fa,  fum, 

« I frnell  the  blood  of  an  Engli  finnan.” 

Both  the  quartos  read  : 

to  the  dark.  Lo*n  come.  Steevens. 

Child  is  a common  term  in  our  old  metrical  romances  and  ballads  * 
and  is  generally,  if  not  always,  applied  to  the  hero  or  piincipal 
perfonage,  who  is  (otneiimes  a k> tght,  and  fometimes  a thief.  Sxr 
Trxamoute  is  repeatedly  fo  called  both  before  and  alter  his  knight- 
hood. I think,  however,  that  this  line  is  part  of  a tranflaiion  of 
foine  Spanilh,  or  perhaps,  French,  ballad.  Out  the  two  following 
liues  evidently  belong  to  a different  fubjetl:  1 find  them  in  the 
Second  parted  Ja  k and  the  Giants , which,  it  not  as  old  as  Shak- 
fpcarc's  time,  may  have  been  compiled  from  lomclhiug  that  was 
fo  : They  are  uttered  by  a giant  : 

“ Fee,  Jaw,  Jum , 

“ I Jmell  tse  blood  of  an  Evgliflimar.  f 
11  Be  he  alive,  ot  be  lie  dead, 

44  I’ll  grind  his  hones  to  make  me  bread.** 

Engfijh  is  here  judicioufly  changed  to  Uiitijh , beenufe  the  cha- 
raders  are  Britons , and  the  feene  is  laid  long  before  the  Eoglifh 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  this  country.  Our  author  is  uoi  fo  attcu- 
tivc  to  propriety  ou every  occaliou. 

, Vol.  XX.  I*'  f 
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Edm.  How,  ray  lord,  I may  be  cenfnred,  that 
nature  thns  gives  way  to  loyalty,  fomething  fears 
me  to  think  of. 

Corn.  1 now  perceive,  it  was  not  altogether  yoar 
brother’s  evil  difpofition  made  him  feck,  his  death; 
but  a provoking  merit, 0 let  a-woik  by  a reprove- 
able  badnefs  in  himfelf. 

Edm.  How  malicions  is  my  fortune,  that  I racfl 
repent  to  be  juft  ! This  is  the  letter  he  fpoke  of, 
which^approvts  him  an  intelligent  party  to  the 
advantages  of  Fiance.  O heavens ! that  this  trca- 
fon  were  not,  or  not  I the  dete&or! 

Corn.  Go  with  me  to  the  dnchefs. 

Edm.  If  the  matter  of  this  paper  be  certain,  you 
have  mighty  bnfinefs  in  hand. 

Corn.  True,  or  falfe,  it  hath  made  thee  earl  of 
Glofter,  Seek  out  where  thy  father  is,  that  he  may 
be  ready  for  onrapptehenlion. 

Edm.  [Afide. | If  I find  him  comforting4  the 
king,  it  will  fluff  his  fufpicion  more  fully.— 1 will 


——‘but  a provoking  win/.]  Ptoroiing , here  mean*  Jlimvht* 
ingi  a metit  he  felt  in  himfelf,  which  iniuied  him  againft  a father 
that  had  none.  M.  Mason. 

Cornwall,  I fuppofe,  means  the  mcritof  Edmund,  which,  being 
noticed  by  Gloflcr,  provoked  or  iufligand  Edgar  to  feck  his  fa- 
ther's death.  Dr.  VVarburton  conceived  that  the  merit  fpoken  of 
was  that  of  Edgar.  But  how  it  this  continent  with  the  reft  of  tb* 
fentcnce?  Macons. 

ofmforting — — ] He  ufes  the  word  in  the  juridical  fenf. 
(nr  fuppotling,  foiling,  according  to  its  derivation  ; Jalvia  confortat 
nnvot, — Still , Sal.  Johnson. 

Johofon  refines  too  much  on  this  paflage  ; comforting  means 
merely  giving  comfort  or  ajiflanct.  So  Gloiler  fays  in  the  begin, 
otog  of  the  next  fceoe:  6 

“ I will  piece  out  the  comfort  with  what  addition  I can." 

M.  Mason. 
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pcrfevere  in  my  courfe  of  loyalty,  though  the  con- 
flict be  fore  between  that  and  niy  blood. 

Corn.  1 will  lay  truft  upon  thee;  and  thou  flialt  1 
find  a dearer  lather  in  my  love.  [£.\tw«;. 


SCENE  VI. 

A Chamber  in  a Farm-houje,  adjoining  llu  Cajilc, 

\ 

Enter  Gloster, Lear,  Kent,  Fool,  awdEDGAR. 

Glo.  Here  is  better  than  the  Open  air;  take  it 
thankfully:  1 will  piece  out  the  comfort  with  what 
addition  1 can:  1 will  not  be  long  from  you. 

Kent.  All  thepower  of  his  wits  lias  given  way 
to  his  impatience: — 1 he  gods  reward  your  kitid- 
nefs!  [£x:7Gloster. 

Edc.  hrateretto  calls  me;  and  tells  me;  Nero 
is  an  angler5  in  the  lake  of  darknefs.  Pray,  inno- 
cent,6 and  beware  the  foul  fiend: 


* Fraterctto  calls  me;  and  tells  met  K tro  is  an  angler  Sec.  ] See 
p.  4*5,  n 4. 

Mr.  Upton  obferves  that  Rabelais,  B.  IF.  c.  xxx.  fays  that  Nero 
was  a fidlcr  ia  hell,  aud  Trajan  and  angler. 

Nero  is  introduced  in  the  pretent  play  above  Soo  years  before  he 
was  born.  Malone. 

( The  Hijlory  of  Gargar.tua  had  appeared  in  Englifh  before  x 5 7 5 , 
being  mentioned  in  Langham’s  Letter^  printed  in  that  year. 

• . Ritsojj. 

6 — Pray,  innocent,  ] Perhaps  he  is  here  addrefling  the  Fool. 

Foots  were  anciently  called  Innocents.  So,  in  All's  well  that  ends 

well:  “ tljc  Sheriff’s  Fool — a dumb  innocent , that  could  ^not 

fay  him  nay."  See  Vol.  JX.  p.  147,  a.  8. 

F f a 
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Fool.  Pr’ythee,  nuncle,  tell  me,'  whether  a 
madman  be  a gentleman,  or  a yeoman? 

Lear.  A king,  a king! 

Fool.’  No;  he's  a yeoman,  that  has  a gentleman 
to  his  fon : for  he’s  a mad  yeoman,  that  fees  his 
fon  a gentleman  before  him. 

Lear.  To  have  a thoufand  with  red  burning 
fpits 

Come  hizzing  in  upon  them: — 

Edg.*  The  fonl  fiend  bites  my  back. 

Fool.  He’s  mad,  that  truflsin  the  tamcnenefs  of 
a wolf,  a horfe’s  health,3  a boy’s  love,  or  a whore’s 
oath. 


Again,  in  44  Tbe  Wbipper  of  tbc  Satyrc  bis  pennanct  in  a white 
Sbccte,"  kc.  1G01 : 

“ A gtnJcman  that  had  a wayward  foolt , 

To  paflt  the  time,  would  needcs  at  pulh-pin  play: 

“ And  playing  falfe,  doth  ftirre  the  wav  ring  ftoole  : 

**  The  ianoc/nt  had  fpi'd  him,  and  cri’d  flay,*’  See. 

Steevens. 

? Fool.  Pr'ytlti,  nancle,  itll  *»/,  ] And  before  in  the  fame  A£t% 
fc.  iii  : — 41  Cry  to  it,  nur.clt."  Why  does  the  Fool  call  the  old 
king,  nuncltf  But  we  have  tbe  fame  appellation  in  1 hi  Pilgi im,  by 
Fletcher  : 

« Farewell,  nuncltf — " Afl  IV.  fc.  i. 

And  io  tbe  next  feene,  alluding  to  Shakfpcare  : 

44  What  mops  and  mo  tv  cs  it  makes."  Whalliy. 

See  Mr.  Variant's  very  dcciiivc  remaik  on  ibis  appellation,  p.  3iG, 
a.  G.  Steevens. 

• Fool.  ] Thisfpecchis  omitted  in  the  quaitos.  Steevens. 

9 Edg.  ] This  and  the  next  thirteen  fpeeches  (which  Dr,  Joho- 
fon  bad  cnclofed  in  crotchets)  are  only  iu  the  quartos.  Steevens. 

a — — a horjts  health,  ] Without  doubt  wc  Ihould  read — hnhy 
5.  e.  to  Hand  behind  him.  Warborton. 

Shakfpcare  is  here  fpeaking  not  of  things  roalicioufly  treacherous, 
but  of  tbiugs  uncertain  and  not  durable.  A horfc  is  above  all  other 
animals  fubjeft  to  diftafes.  Johnson. 

Huh  is  certainly  right.  “ Tiufl  not  a ior/ts  Utl%  nor  a dog’s 
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Lear.  It  fhall  be  done,  I will  arraign  them 
flraiglu : — 

Come,  fit  thou  here,  mofl  learned  jufliccr  ;3  — ■■ 

[To  Edgar. 

Thou,  fapient  fir,  fit  here.  [To  the  Fool.] — Now, 
you  flic  foxes  ! — 

Edc.  Look,  where  he  Hands  and  glares ! — Want- 
til  thou  eyes' at  trial,  madam?5 


tooth,'*  is  a proverb  in  Ray's  colleflion  ; as  ancient  at  lead  ai  the 
time  of  our  Edward  II: 

Et  ideo  Babio  in  comeediis  injinuat ; dittos; 

In  fit,  dtnle%  pedes  mvlierist  equi,  eanis,  ejl  jeans. 

Hoc  fu  vulgatiter  tjl  did: 

*»  Till  borfis  fotc  thou  never  traift, 

»*  Till  hontiis  toth,  no  womans  faith." 

Fotduni  Scolicronicont  L.  XIV.  c.  xxxii. 
That  in  the  text  is  probably  from  the  Italian.  RirsON. 

5 tnojl  learned  juRicer; — ] Tb«  old  copies  read — jujice. 

The  corrcflion  was  made  by  Mr.  Theobald.  Malonf. 

* Wantefl  See.]  I am  not  conHdeot  that  I underRand  the  mean* 
5og  of  this  defoltory  fptech.  When  Edgar  fays,  Loot  where  he 
jtands  and  glares  ! he  Ircms  to  be  fpeakiug  in  the  charn&er  of  a 
mad  man,  who  thinks  he  fees  the  fiend.  Wanfefi  then  eyu  at  tria!% 
madam?  is  a queftion  which  appears  to  bo  addreffed  to  the  vifionary 
Goneril,  or  fome  other  abandon’d  female,  and  mav  figoify,  Da 
you  want  to  attrad  admirations  even  while  you  Jlan-i  at  the  bar  of 
jujlice?  Mr.  Seward  propofes  to  read,  wanton jt  inflead  of  wont  ejl,  - 

Steevens. 

4 — at  trials  madam?]  It  may  by  obferved  that  Edgar,  being  fup- 
pofed  to  be  found  by  chance,  and  therefore  to  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  red,  connefts  not  his  ideas  with  tbofe  of  Lear,  hot  purfuet 
liis  own  train  of  delirious  or  f.inlaflick  thought.  To  tbefe  words 
Ai  trials  madam  ? I think  therefore  that  the  Dame  of  Lear  fhould 
be  put.  Theprocefs  of  the  dialogue  will  fupport  ibis  coujcdure. 

JOHNSON. 
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Come  o' cr  the  bourn,  Brjfy,  tome : 5 — • 

Fool.  Her  boat  hath  a leak, 

And  Jhe  mujl  not  /peak 
Why  Jht  dates  not  come  over  to  thee. 


5 Come  o'er  the  bourn,  Dejfy  to  me/]  Both  the  quartos  and  the 
folio  have — o’er  the  broome.  The  correction  was  made  by  Mi. 
Steeveus.  Malone. 

As  there  is  no  relation  between  broom  and  a beat,  we  may  better 
read : ) 

Come  o'er  the  brook , BrfTy,  to  me.  Johnson. 

At  the  beginning  of  A very  mrrj  and  pytkie  commedie,  called , 
The  longer  thou  l'-vefi,  the  more  boolt  thou  art , &:e.  Imprint'd  at 
London  by  William  How,  8cc.  black  letter,  no  date,  **  Enreth 
Mores,  counterfeiting  a value  geflure  and  foolifh  countcoai.ee, 
fyogiug  the  footc  of  niauv  fongs,  at  fooles  were  worn;"  and 
among  them  is  this  pailage,  which  Dr.  Jobnfon  has  very  jufily 
fufpeded  of  corruption  : 

**  Com  ovet  the  boor* ir  Belle, 

“ My  little  pre:ie  Belli’, 

44  Com  over  the  boorne , B«fTe,  to  me.** 

This  fong  was  cuicicd  on  the  books  of  the  Stationer's  Company 
in  the  year  1664. 

A bourn  in  the  north  Bonifies  a rivulet  or  brook.  Hence  the 
names  of  many  of  our  villages  terminate  in  burn,  as  Milfttrn, 
Sherlarn,  See.  The  former  quotation,  together  with  the  following 
inftunccs,  at  once  confirm  the  juHnefs  oi  Dr.  Johnfou’i  remark, 
and  fupport  the  reading. 

So,  in  Drayton's  Polyolbion , Song  1 : 

" The  bourns , the  brooks,  the  becks,  the  rills,  the  rivulets.” 
Again,  in  Spcnfcr's  Faery  Queen,  B.  II  c.  vi : 

14  My  little  boat  can  fafelv  paffc  this  perilous  bourne,** 

Shakfpeare  hitnfelf.  iu  The  Ttmprft,  appears  to  have  difcrimiaa  ted 
bourn  f. oin  bound  of  lard  in  general: 

44  Fourn.  buu  id  of  land,  tilth,  viuevard,  none.” 

Again,  in  The  Yijion  oj  Fierce  Flouman , line  S: 

14  Under  a brode  ban  he  by  bourne  fyrie.” 

To  this  I may  add,  that  bourn , a boundary,  is  from  the  French 
borne.  ftnurne,  or  (as  it  ought  to  be  fpclt)  bum , a rivulet,  is 
from  the  German  burn,  or  bora,  a well.  Si  sevens. 

There  is  a peculiar  propriety  in  tbit  addrcls,  that  has  oor,  I 
believe,  bceu  hitherto  obferved.  B'jf)  aud  poor  Tom , it  Items, 
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Edg.  The  foul  find  hannts  poor  Tom  in  the 
Voice  of  a nightingale.6  Hopdance  cries  in  Tom’s 
bel  y 7 for  two  white  herring.*  Croak  not,  black 
angd ; I have  no  food  for  thee. 

Kent.  How  do  you,  fir?  Stand  you  not  fo  a- 
raaz’d  : 

VVil.  you  lie  down  and  reft  upon  the  cufliions? 


ufuallv  ♦.ravelled  together.  The  author  of  The  Court  of  Confeienct , 
or  Dick  Whippets  Sejjions , 1607,  deferibing  beggars,  idle  rogues,  aurf 
tounlerfcil  madmen,  thus  fpeaks  of  ihefe  allocates: 

“ Another  foit  there  it  among  you;  they 

**  Do  rage  with  furic  as  if  thev  were  fo  frantique 
“ They  knew  not  what  they  did,  but  every  day 

“ Make  fpoit  with  (lick  and  {lowers  like  an  antique; 

“ Stowt  roge  and  harlot  counterfeited  gomtne; 

“ Oue  calls  hcrfelf  poor  Btjfe,  the  other  7 om." 

Tbe  old  fong  of  which  Mr.  Stccvam  has  given  apart,  confided 
of  nine  lines,  but  they  are  not  worth  iufertiou.  Mai  one. 

6 ...  in  the  voice  of  c nightingale.]  Another  deponent  in 

Harfoet'i  book,  (p.  225,)  fays,  that  the  midrefs  of  the  houfe  kept 
a nightingtale  in  a cage,  which  being  one  night  called,  and  con* 
veyed  away  into  the  garden,  it  we*  pretended  the  devil  had  killed 
it  in  fpitc.  Perhaps  this  paflage  fuggefted  to  Shakfpcare  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  Tom’s  being  hauuied  in  the  voice  of  a nightingale. 

Percy. 

7 — — Hopdance  cries  in  Tom's  telly  — — ) In  Harfnct's  book, 

p.  1 g 4 s ig5,  Sarah  Williams  (one  of  the  pretended  demoniacs) 
depofetb,  “ — that  if  at  any  time  (he  did  belch,  as  often  times 
flic  did  by  reafon  that  (he  was  troubled  with  a wind  in  her  flo- 
Tnacke,  the  priefli  would  lay  at  fuel)  times,  that  then  the,  fpirit 
began  to  rife  in  her.  • . . and  that  tbe  wind  was  the  devil."  And, 
•*  as  (be  faith,  if  they  heard  any  crooking  in  her  belly  ....  the* 
th*y  would  make  a wouderfull  matter  of  that."  hobetdidar.ee  it 
mentioned  before  in  Dr.  Percy's  note.  Si  ervkns. 

«*  One  ^ime  (he  reraembereth,  that  (hee  having  the  faid  croakirg 
her  belly,  they  faid  it  was  the  devil  that  was  about  the  bed,  that 
fyak t u iih  the  voice  oj  a toad.*'  Ibidem.  Malone. 

* ttthile  hiring  ] White  herrings  are  pickled  herrings . See 

The  Northumberland  Moujehald  p.  8.  STKtYtm. 
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Lear.  I’ll  fee  their  trial  firfl Bring  in  the  evi- 
dence.— 

Thou  robed  man  of  jufticc,  take  thy  place  ! — 

f To  hDCAR. 

And  thou,  his  yoke-fellow  of  equity,  [To  the  Fcol. 
Bench  by  his  fide  : — You  arc  of  the  commiffion, 

Sit  you  too.  [To  Kint. 

Log.  Let  us  deal  juflly. 

Slcrp'Jl,  or  wakrjl  thnu,  folly  JhcpherdV 
Thy JUeep  he  in  'he  corn  ; 

And  for  one  h'njl  of  thy  minikin  mouth. 

Thy  Jheep  Jhall  lake  no  harm, 

Pnr!“  the  cat  is  grey. 

Lear.  Arraign  her  firfl ; ’tis  Goneril.  I here 
take  my  oath  before  this  honourable  affcmbly,  flic 
kick’d  the  poor  king  her  father. 

9 Sleepejl,  or  tvahji  8cc.]  This  feems  to  be  a fUuza  of  fome 
paftoral  fong.  A fhepherd  is  defired  to  pipe,  and  me  requtfi  t« 
enforced  by  a promile,  that  though  his  (hevp  be  in  the  corn,  i.e. 
committing  a trepafs  by  hi*  negligence,  implied  in  the  queUion, 
Sltepejt  thou  or  woke Ji ? Yet  a Guglc  tunc  upon  bis  pipe  lhall  (ecurc 
them  from  the  pouud.  Johnson. 

Miiilin  was  anciently  a term  of  endearment.  So,  ia  the  in- 
terlude of  Tb  Rrpentance  of  Marie  Ma^.al  nne,  *$67,  the  Vice 
fays,  4i  What  mjnikin  carnal  concupifceo^e  ! * Barrett,  in  his 
Alvearie , or  Quadruple  Diflionarj.  i5So,  interprets  feat,  by  44  proper, 
well  fafhioned,  minikin,  hauuiomc.'’ 

In  The  Interlude'  of  the  Four  Fitments,  See.  printed  by  Rafted, 
l5t9,  / ghOmnee  lings  a foug  compofcd  of  the  feraps  of  fcwtal 
others.  Among  them  is  the  following  line,  on  which  Shakfpeare 
may  have  defigned  a parody  : 

u Sleepy (l  thou,  wakyft  thou,  Gtffcry  Coke.*’ 

Stcevens. 

’ Fur! J This  may  be  only  an  imitation  of  the  noife  made  by  a 
cat.  Purre  is,  however,  one  of  the  devils  mentioned  in  Haifact’s 
book,  p.  5o.  Malone. 


KING  LEAR. 


4'P 

✓ 

Fool.  Come  hither,  miflrefs;  Is  your  name 
Goneril? 

Lear.  She  cannot  deny  it. 

Fool.  Cry  you  mercy,  I took  you  forajoint- 
ftool.3 

Lear.  And  here's  another,  whole  warp'd  looks 
proclaim 

What  (lore  her  heart  is  made  of. — Stop  her  there! 
Arms,  arms,  fword,  fire!-— Corruption  in  the  place! 
Falle  jufticer,  why  haft  thou  let  her  Tcape  ? 

Fdc.  Blefs  thy  five  wits! 

Kent.  O p ty  ! — Sir,  where  is  the  patience  now, 
That  you  fo  oft  have  boafted  to  retain? 

Ldg.  My  tears  begin  to  take  his  part  fo  much. 
They'll  mar  my  counterfeiting.  [Afide. 

Lear.  1 he  little  dogs  and  all. 

Tray,  Blanch,  and  Sweet-heart,  lee,  they  bark  at 
me.  * 

Edg.  Tom  will  throw  his  head  at  them: — A- 
.vaunt,  you  curs ! 

Be  thy  mouth  or  black  or  white,4 5 
Tooth  thatpoifons  if  it  bite; 


5 Cry  you  mrre »,  1 toot  you  for  a joint  /eo/.]  Tim  is  a provtr- 
b’»a!  cxprcilion  winch  occur*  hkewife  in  Motktr  Bomhitt  1594,  by 
JLyU.  Si  (evens. 

4 fr*%  thn  bark  at  The  hint  for  this  circumfiance  might 

have  been  ikcn  Tom  the  pretended  rnadnefi  of  one  of  tbc  brothers 
jo  the  trjnfl  iii  >n  of  the  Mriurckmi  of  Plautus,  i5g5: 

44  Here's  «u  old  inufliff  bitch  fiauds  barking  at  me,"  See . 

Stebven* 

/ 

* Br  /[r  mouth  or  black  or  white,]  To  have  ikt  roof  of  ikt  mouth 
Had  u in  ionic  doi*s  a proof  that  their  breed  is  genuine. 

Stiivins. 
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Maftiff,  grey-hound,  mongrel  grim, 

Hound,  or  fpaniel,  brach,  or  lym  ;s  - 
Or  bobtail  tike,  7 or  trunillc-tail ; 8 
Tom  will  make  them3  weep  and  wail: 

l 

* — — brack  or  lym;  &c.]  Names  of  particular  forts  of  dogs.  Pofe. 

In  Ben  Jonfon’s  Bartholomew  Fair,  Quatlous  fays,— 44  all  the 
fim/'hounds  of  the  city  (hould  have  ctrawu  after  you  bv  the 

feent.*’ A limmer  or  learner , a dog  of  the  chaec,  was  fo  called 

from  the  learn  or  leafli  in  which  he  was  held  till  he  was  let  flip,  f 

have  this  inforraatiou  from  Cai«s  tie  Canibus  liritannicis So, 

in  the  book  of  Antient  Tenures,  by  T.  B.  1679,  1>1C  wOrd*.  44  canes 
dornini  tegis  lefos,"  ate  itanilatcd  44  Lcalh  hounds,  fuch  as  draw 
after  a hurt  deer  in  a Itofh,  or  liam .** 

Again,  in  The  Muftt  Elyfium,  by  Drayton  : 

“ My  dog-hook  at  my  belt,  to  which  ray  lyan's  ty*d.%* 

Again : 

44  My  hound  then  in  my  lyam ,M  fcc. 

Among  the  prefents  fent  from  James  I.  to  the  king  and  queen  of 
Spain  were,  44  A cupple  of  lytne  houndts  of  Angular  qualities." 

Again,  in  Maffinger's  Bajhful  Lover: 

44 fmell  out 

41  Her  footing  like  a lime-hound." 

The  late  Mr.  Hawkins,  in  his  notes  to  The  Return  from  Par~ 
najfusy  p.  *37,  fays,  that  a rache  is  a dog  that  hums  by  fernt  wild 
beads,  birds,  and  eveu  tiflics,  and  that  the  female  of  it  is  called  a 
bracke:  and  in  Magnificence,  an  ancient  interlude  or  moralr.y,  by 
Skelton;  pi  in  led  by  Raflcll,  uo  date,  is  the  following  line: 

44  Here  is  a leyfhe  of  ratchet  to  renDC  an  hare."  ' 

Steevens. 

What  is  here  faid  of  a rache  might  perhaps  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Hawkins,  from  Holinfhcd's  Dejcupiion  of  Scotland , p.  14,  where 
the  fleuthound  means  a bloodhound.  The  f.  miles  of  all  dogs 
were  once  called  br aches;  and  Uljtius  upon  Gralius  obfetvet, 
44  Ratha  Saxouibus  canrm  ftguificabat  unde  Scoii  hodie  Rache  pio 
cane  feemina  babent,  quod  Auglis  eft  Bracke."  Tolift. 

bracke , or  lym ; 8cc.]  The  old  copies  have — brache  or  kjnt. 

The  emendation  was  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Haunter.  A tracks 
figoifled  a particular  kiud  of  hound,  and  alfo  a bitch.  A hm  or 
lyme , was  a blood- hound.  See  Minfheu's  Did.  in  v.  Maloni. 

7 bobtail  tike,]  Tijk  is  the  Runic  word  for  a little,  or 

«votlbleft  dog : 

•4  Are  Mr.  Robinfon's  dogs  turn’d  tikes  with  a wanion  ?** 
Witches  oj  Lancafer , 1634.  STIEVIHS. 
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For,  with  throwing  tluis  my  head. 

Dogs  leap  tire  hatch,  and  all  arc  fled. 

Do  de,  de  de.  Seffa.  Come,*  march  to  wakes  and 

1 ■ — tiundlt-iail : ] This  fort  of  dog  is  mentioned  in  A Woman 

tilled  u:tk  Kmdnejs , 1617  : 

u ■■  -i-vourdogs  are  trundle- tails  and  cun." 

Again,  io  The  Dooke  of  Huntyng,  See.  bi.  1.  no  date: 

4i  duughill  dugs,  trindle-tails"  fee.  Steevfns. 

9 Tom  will  malt  them  — ] Thus  the  quartos.  FoSio — will  make 

him.  Malone. 

* Do  it*  it  it.  Seffa.  Comt , Sec.  ] The  quartos  read — hndU, 
ieuUoy  come,  kc.  The  folio  as  in  the  text,  except  that  the  word 
Sejfa  is  fpelt  JeJe%  See  p.  4^3,  n.  9.  Malone. 

Here  is  Jtffrj  agaio,  which  I take  to  be  the  French  word  ctjftx 
pronounced  cjjtjy  which  was,  I fuppofe,  like  fome  others  io  com- 
nion  ufe  among  us.  It  is  an  inteijedion  enforcing  ccffation  of 
noy  adion,  like,  be  quiet,  have  done . It  teems  to  have  been  gra- 
dually  corrupted  into,  /a,  Jo.  Johnson. 

This  word  is  wanting  in  the  quarto;  io  the  folio  itvis  printed 
J*ft.  It  is  difficult  in  this  place  to  fay  what  is  meant  by  it.  It 
ihould  be  1 cnietnbcred,  tl.arjuft  before,  Edgar  had  been  calliug 
ou  b jf'\  to  come  to  him;  and  he  may  now  with  equal  propriety 
invite  Sfjft  ( perl  aps  a female  name  corrupted  from  Cnilia)  to 
atuud  Jin  to  >j  and  J axis.  Nor  is  it  irrpofliblc  but  that  this 

nu)  be  a pan  of  fome  old  long,  and  originally  flood  thus  : 

**  SilT\ , come  march  10  wakes, 

And  f irs,  and  market  towns.  — — 

So,  io  Humor's  Ordinarie,  an  ancient  collcdion  of  falires,  DO 
date  : 

u To  make  St  fit  io  love  withal." 

Again  : 

*•  My  heart's  dcare  blood,  fwcet  Sijfeit  my  caroufe.** 

There  is  another  line  in  the  rbarader  of,  Edgar  which  i am  very 
confident  I have  fecn  in  an  old  ballad,  viz. 

44  Through  the  11a a r p hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind." 

Steiven*. 

Dr.  |ohnfon  is  furelv  right,  in  fuppofing  th»X  Jejfr  is  a corruption 
of  erjf  t,  be  quiet,  flop  hold,  let  alone.  It  is  fo  ufedby  Chriftofcro 
Sly.  the  drunken  lir-krr,  in  74c  Taming  of  the  Skrtw , and  by 
'Edgar  bimlclf  in  a preceding  fccue — “ Dolphin,  my  boy,  StJJy  ; 
let  nirn  trot  by  But  it  does  not  feem  equally  clear  that  it  has 
beau  corrupted  into  jot  Jo*  knwa. 
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fairs,  and  market  towns : — Poor  Tom,  thy  horn  is 
dr)\3 

Leak.  Then  let  them  anatomize  Regan,  fee 
what  breeds  about  her  heart:  Is  there  any  caufe  in 
nature,  tiiat  makes  thclc  hard  hearts ? — You,  fir,  I 
entertain  you  for  one  of  my  hundred;  only,  I do 
not  like  the  Edition  of  your  garments:  you  will 
fay,  they  arc  Perfian  attire;4  bat  let  them  be 
tjhanged.  [ To  Edgar. 

Kent.  Now,  good  my  lord,  lie  here, ' and  relt  a- 
while. 


5 fly  hern  is  dry.  ] Men  lh.it  begged  under  pretence  of 

lunacy  ufed  formerly  to  ctrry  a horn,  and  blow  it  through  the 
ftre  els.  Johnson. 

So,  in  l)ccker’«  0 per  fe  0,  4to.  1612.  He  is  fpeaking  of 
beegars.  **  The  fecond  beginnes  : — what  will  you  give  pcor  Tom 
now?  one  pound  of  your  Ibeepes  feathers  to  make  Poore  Tom  a 
hlav.krt,  or  one  cutting  of  yonr  Sow  fide  &:c.  to  make  poore  Ton  a 
flaring  homeke.  — give  pcore  Toman  old  lbcete  to  keepe  him  from 
the  cold**  &c.  Sig.  M.  3. 

A Aon  is  at  this  day  employtd  in  many  places  in  the  country 
as  a cup  for  dunking,  but  anciently  the  ufe  of  it  was  much  more 
general.  Thy  torn  is  dry,  however,  appears  to  be  a proverbial 
cxpretlion,  introduced  when  a man  has  nothing  further  to  oiler, 
when  he  has  f.iid  all  he  had  to  fay.  Svci  a one's  pipe's  ou/,  is  a 
pbrafe  current  in  Ireland  on  tbc  fame  occafioo. 

1 fuppofe  Edgar  to  fpeak  tbefe  words  aJ\U.  Being  quite  weary 
of  bis  lorn  o’  Bedlam's  part,  and  hndiug  bimfelf  unable  to  flip- 
port  it  any  longer,  he  fays  privately,  44  — - I can  no  more  : all  ray 
materials  for  fuflaiuing  the  charaSer  of  Poor  lom  are  now  ex- 
hautted  ; ray  iotn  is  dry:  i.  e.  has  nothing  more  in  it  t and  accord*. 
ingl>  we  have  no  more  of  his  difletnblcd  madnefs  till  he  meets  hit 
father  in  the  next  a A,  when  he  refumes  it  for  a fpcech  or  two,  bn  t 
not  without  expcefliug  the  fame  diOike  of  it  that  be  cxprcflcs  here, 
44  —l  cannot  daub  it  further,”  Stictfus. 

4 you  will Jojy  they  ore  Perfian  attire;  ] Alluding  perhaps  tm 

Clytusrcfufing  the  Perfian  robes  offered  him  by  Alexander. 

Ste evens. 

* — . — lie  bare,  1 i.  e.  on  the  cufhions  to  which  he  points.  He 
bad  before  faid, 

44  Will  you  lie  down,  and  rell  upon  the  culhions?” 

Malone. 


KING  LEAR. 


445 


Lear.  Make  no  noife,  make  no  noife;  draw  the 
curtains:  So,  fo,  fo:  We’ll  go  to  (upper i’lhe  morn- 
ing: So,  fo,  fo. 

Fool.  And  I’ll  go  to  bed  at  noon.* 

Re-enter  Gloster. 

Glo.  Come  hither,  friend : Where  is  the  king 
my  matter? 

Kent.  Here,  lir ; but  trouble  him  not,  his  wits 
are  gone. 

Glo.  Good  friend,  I pr’ythee  take  him  in  thy 
arms ; 

I have  o’er-heard  a plot  of  death  upon  him  : 

There  is  a litter  ready;  lay  him  in’t, 

And  drive  toward  Dover,  friend,  where  thou  (halt 
meet 

Both  welcome  and  proteilion.  Take  up  thy  maf- 
ter: 

If  thou  fhould'ft  dally  half  an  hour,  his  life, 

With  thine,  and  all  that  otter  to  defend  him, 

Stand  in  affured  lofs:  Take  up,  take  up;6 7 8 
And  follow  me,  that  will  to  lorae  provifion 
Give  thee  quick  conduit. 

[Kent.  Opprefs’d  nature  fleeps:* — 

6 And  I'll  go  to  led  at  noon-]  Omitted  io  the  quartos. 

Strevcki. 

7 Take  up^  tali  up ;]  One  of  the  quartos  reads. — Take  up  the  lingt 
kc  ; the  other— -Take  up  to  keep , &:c.  Stesvins. 

8 Opprtjs'd  nature  Jleefs t]  Tbefc  two  concluding  fpeccbcs 

by  Kent  and  Edgar,  and  which  by  no  means  ought  to  have  been 
cut  off,  I have  reftored  horn  the  old  quarto.  The  foliloquy  of 
Edgar  is  extremely  fioe  ; and  the  fentiments  of  it  are  drawn  equally 
from  nature  and  the  fubjed.  Befides,  with  regard  to  the  ftage,  it 
It  abfoKitcly  neccflary ; for  as  Edgar  is  not  deiigacd,  in  the  cou- 
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This  reft  might  yet  have  balm' d thy  broken  fenfes,* 
Which  , if  convenience  will  not  allow, 

Stand  in  hard  core. — Come,  help  to  bear  thy  mat- 
ter; 

Thou  malt  not  flay  behind.  [ To  the  Fool. 

Glo.  Come,  come,  away. 

[Exeunt  Kent,  Gloster,  and  the  Fool,  bear* 
ing  off  the  king, 

Edg.  When  we  our  betters  fee  bearing  our  woes. 
We  fcarcely  think  our  miferies  our  foes. 

Who  alone  fuflers,  fuflers  moll  i’  the  mind; 
Leaving  free  things,’  and  happy  (hows,  behind: 


dilution  of  the  play,  to  attend  the  king  to  Dover;  how  abfurd 
would  it  look  for  a character  of  hit  importance  to  quit  the  f. cue 
without  one  word  raid,  or  the  leaft  intimation  what  we  arc  to 
expeft  from  him  i Theobald. 

The  lines  inferted  from  the  quarto  are  in  crotchet*.  The 
orniflion  of  them  in  the  folio  is  certainly  faulty ; vet  I believe  tbe 
folio  it  printed  from  Shakfpeare’s  lad  revifion,  carclcfsiy  aud  luftily 
pciformed,  with  more  thougnt  of  (horteniug  the  fccues,  than  of 
continuing  the  aSion.  Johnson. 

9 — — - thy  broken  fenfes,]  The  quarto,  from  whence  this  fpeech 
is  taken,  reads,— .thy  biokca  Jiniws.  Smjes  is  Lhc  conjectural 
emendation  of  Theobald.  Steevfms. 

A paCTagc  ia  Macbeth  adds  fupport  to  Theobald’s  emendation  : 

** the  innocent  Jlttp* 

*•  Balm  of  hurt  miods, — .** 

[The  following  is  from  Mr.  Malone’s  Appendix.]- 

1 had  great  doub;s  concerning  the  propriety  of  admitting  Theo- 
bald's emendtiion  into  the  text,  though  it  is  extremely  plaufihle, 
and  was  adopted  by  all  the  fubfequrnt  editors.  The  tollowing 
pillage  in  Twelfth  fright  fufBcieutly  fupports  the  reading  of  the 
old  copy:  “ Nay,  patieuce,  or  wc  break  the  Jintus  of  our  plot." 
- Malone. 

I cannot  reconcile  rnyfeif  to  the  old  reading,  as  I do  not  under- 
fland  how  fmews%  if  broken , could  be  balmrd,  in  any  obvious  ienfe 
of  that  word.  Brokeu  (i.  e.  interrupted]  Jcnfet%  like  broken  (lumber*, 
would  admit  of  a footbing  cure.  Stecvkns. 

1 — — free  thin[i%]  States  clear  from  difliefs.  Johnson. 
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But  then  the  mind  much  fufferance  doth  o’erfkip, 

When  grief  hath  mates,  and  bearing  fellowfliip.* 

How  light  and  portable  rny  pain  feems  now, 

When  that,  which  makes  me  bend,  makes  the  king 
bow  ; 

He  childed,  as  I father’d  ! — Tom,  away: 

Maik  the  high  nodes; 4 and  thyfclf  bewray,5 

3 But  then  the  mind  much  fujjeranct  doth  o'ejiip , 

When  grief  hath  m ates%  and  haring  ftlloufhip.  ] So,  in  out 
author's  Rape  cf  Lucnct  : 

“ And  fcllowfhip  in  woe  doth  woe  a flu  age." 

Again,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet: 

»*  Or,  if  fourwot  delights  in  fcllowfhip — 

Solamca  miferis  focios  habuifle  doloris. — Inter.  Aufl. 

Maloni. 

Mark  the  high  noifts;]  Attend  to  the  great  eventj  that  are 
approaching,  and  make  thyfclf  known  when  that  falje  opinion  now 
prevailing  agaioft  thee  (hall,  in  confequeote  of  juft  P*ooj  of  thy 
integrity,  revoke  its  erroneous  feuleuce  and  recall  thee  to  honour 
and  reconciliation.  Johnson. 

By  the  high  noifts , 1 believe,  arc  meant  the  loud  tumults  of  the 
approaching  war. 

Thus  Claudicn  in  his  Epifl . ad  Ser/nam: 

Vraliaque  altifoni  oeferens  Phlegrxa  mariti.  Stcevfns. 

The  high  noifts  arc  perhaps  the  calamities  and  quarrels  of  thofe 
in  a higher  Ration  than  Edgar,  of  which  he  has  been  juft  fpeaking. 

The  words,  however,  may  allude  to  the  proclamation  which  had  x 

been  made  for  bringing  in  Edgar: 

“ I heard  myfclf  proclaim'd, 

4i  And  by  the  happy  hollow  of  a tree, 

•*  Efcap’d  the  hunt."  Malone. 

5 and  thyfelf  bewray,  ] Btwray%  which  at  prefent  has  only 

a dirty  meaning,  anciently  fjgnified  to  betray,  to  difiovtr.  In 
this  fenfe  it  is  ufed  by  Spcnfcr  ; and  in  Promos  and  Cajfandrat 
1578  i 

“ Well,  to  the  king  Andrugio  now  will  bye, 

“ Hap  Ivfe,  hap  death,  his  fafelie  to  bewray." 

Again,  in  1 he  Spani/L  Tragedy  : 

14  With  ink  btuna)  what  blood  began  in  me." 

Again,  in  Lyly's  Endymien , i5qi  : 

« — left  my  head  break,  and  fo  I bewray  my  brains." 

* SrsEVZN*. 


Digitized^  Google 


443  KING  LEAR. 

When  falfe  opinion,  whofe  wrong  thought  defiles 
thee,6 

In  thy  juft  proof,  repeals,  and  reconciles  thee. 

What  will  hap  more  to-night,  fate  lcape  the  king! 
Lurk,  lurk.  ] [£x«r. 


SCENE  VII. 

A Room  in  Cloftei’s  Cojlle. 

Enter  Cornwall,  Regan,  Goneril,  Edmund,  and 
Servants. 


Corn.  Poll  fpeedily  to  my  lord  your  hufband  ; 
fliowlnm  this  letter  : — the  army  of  France  ts  laud- 
ed:— Seek  out  the  villain  Gioflcr. 

[Exeunt  jome  of  the  Servants. 

1\KG.  Hang  him  indantly. 

Gon.  Pluck  out  his  eyes. 

Corn.  Leave  him  to  my  difplcafure. — Edmund, 
keep  you  our  filler  company  ; the  revenges  we  are 
bound  to  take'  upon  your  traitorous  father,  arc  not 
fit  for  your  beholding.  Advife  the  duke,  where 
you  are  going,  to  a moll  feftinate  preparation ; ’ we 

6  whofe  wrong  thought  defies  thee,  ] The  quartos,  where 

alone  this  fpecch  i*  found,  read — whofe  wrong  thought*  drfle  thee. 
The  rhyme  (hows  that  the  correction,  which  was  made  by  Mr. 
Theobald,  is  tight.  Malone. 

7 a tnoji  fsdioate  preparation  ; ] Here  we  have  the  fame 

error  in  the  iii ft  folio,  which  has  happened  in  maty  oilier  places; 
the  u employed  inftcad  of  an  n.  It  reads— ff/liuale.  lhe  quartos 
(ejtuant.  See  Vol.  XU.  p.  ia6,  n.  g t and  Vol.  V.  p.  178,  n.  3. 

M ALONE. 
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are  bound  to  the  like.  Our  pods  (hall  be  fwift, 
and  intelligent  betwixt  us.8  Farewell,  dear  filler; 
—farewell,  my  lord  of  Glolter.’ 

Enter  Steward. 

How  now?  Where’s  the  king  ? 

Stew.  My  lord  ofGloller  hath  convey’d  him 
hence : 

Some  five  or  fix  and  thirty  of  his  knights. 

Hot  queftrills  after  him,”  met  him  at  gate  ; 

W ho,  with  fome  other  of  the  lord’s  dependants, 
Are  gone  with  him  towards  Dover;  where  they 
boall 

To  have  well-arm’ d friends. 

Corn.  Get  horfes  for  your  millrcfs. 

Gon.  Farewell,  fweetlord,  and  filler. 

[Exeunt  Goneril  and  Edmond. 
Corn.  Edmund,  farewell.— Go,  feek  the  traitor 
Glolter, 

Pinion  him  like  a thief,  bring  him  before'ns  : 

[Exeunt  other  Servants. 
Though  well  we  may  not  pafs  npon  his  life 
Without  the  form  ofjndice;  yet  our  power 


9 and  intelligent  betwixt  «i.]  So,  in  a former  fcenc: 

fpies  and  (peculations 

Intelligent  of  our  ftate.  Steevens. 

Thus  the  folio.  The  quartos  read — fwift  end  intelligence  betwixt 
us:  the  poet  might  have  written — fwift  in  intelligence — • 

Malone. 

9 . ■ tnj  lord  of  GloJIer.j  Meaning  Edmund,  newly  invelicd 

with  his  father’s  titles.  The  fteward,  (peaking  immediately  after, 
mentions  the  old  earl  by  the  fame  title.  Johnson. 

■ Hot  quefttifts  after  l»m,]  A qvejlrxjt  is  one  who  goes  in  fcarch 
•r  qtitjl  of  another,  Mr,  Pop*  and  Sir  T.  Hanmcr  read — qutjitrr. 

STltVENl. 

Vol.  XX.,  G g 
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Shall  do  a courtefy  to  onr  wrath,3  which  men 
May  blame,  bat  not  control.  Who's  there?  The 
traitor  ? 

Re-enter  Servants,  with  Gloster. 

Reg.  Ingrateful  fox!  ’tis  he. 

Corn.  Bind  fall  his  corky  arms.4 
Glo.  What  mean  your  graces  ?— — Good  my 
friends,  conlider 

Yon  are  my  guefts  : do  me  no  foul  play,  friends. 
Corn.  Bind  him,  I fay.  [Servants  bind  him. 


3 Taou’k  will  ml  not  paft  ufot  hit  lijt 
-yet  our  power 

Shaft  do  a courtefy  to  our  wrath,]  To  do  a courttfj  is  to  gratify, 
to  comply  with.  To  pa/s , it  to  paft  a judicial  feutcoce. 

Johnson. 

I believe,  “ do  a courttfj  to  our  wrath,’*  fimply  means  — bind  to 
our  wrath,  at  a courttfj  is  made  by  bending  the  body. 

The  origiaa!  of  the  cxprcfEon,  to  pafs  on  anj  one , may  be  traced 
from  Magna  Charts t 

“ — - — nec  fvptr  turn  ibimus , nifi  per  legale  judicium  pariucu 
fuorum." 

It  is  commoa  to  moft  of  our  early  writers.  So,  in  Acotajlus , a 
comedy,  1540:  **  I do  not  oowe  confidcr  the  mifehievous  pageants 
he  hath  played  ; I do  not  now  pajft  upon  them."  Again,  in  If 
this  be  not  a good  Play,  the  Devil  is  in  it,  lGia  : “ A jury  of 

brokers,  impanel’d,  and  deeply  fworu  to  pajft  on  all  villains  iu 
hell.”  Steevens. 

* — — corky  arms.]  Dry,  wither'd,  hufley  arms.  Johnson. 

As  Shakfpcarc  appears  from  other  pafTages  of  this  play  to  havo 
had  in  hit  eye  Bi/hop  HarfneCs  Declaration  of  egregious  Popi/h 
Irr.pofiurts , kc.  i6o3,  410,  it  is  probable,  that  this  vety  expreffive, 
but  peculiar  epithet,  corky,  wat  fuggefted  to  him  by  a paiTage  iu 
that  very  cutiout  pamphlet.  “ it  would  pofe  all  the  cunning 
cxorcifts,  that  are  this  day  to  be  found,  to  teach  an  old  corkio 
woman  to  writhe,  tumble,  curvet,  and  fetch  her  aiorice  gamboles, 
-*•  Maitiia  Rrefhcr  (one  of  the  pofleffed  mentioned  in  the  pamphlet} 
did.”  l*utcr. 
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Reg.  Hard,  hard  : — O filthy  traitor! 

Glo.  Unmerciful  lady  as  you  are,  1 am  none.* 
Corn.  To  this  chair  bind  him : — Villain,  thou 
flialt  find — [Regan  plucks  his  hard. 
Glo.  By  the  kind  gods,"  ’tis  molt  iguobly  done 
To  pluck  me  by  the  beard. 

Reg.  So  white,  and  fuch  a traitor! 

Glo.  t Naughty  lady, 

Thelc  hairs,  which  thou  doft  ravifh  from  my  chin. 
Will  quicken/  and  accule  thee:  1 am  your  hoft; 
With  robbers’  hands,  my  holpitablc  favours  * 

You  Ihould  notiuflle  thus.  What  will  you  do  ? 


■ — I am  none.]  Thus  the  folio*  The  quartos  read— I am 

true.  Malone. 

6 by  the  kind  {Otis.}  We  are  not  to  underft.ind  by  this  the  gods 
io  general,  who  are  beneficent  and  kiud  to  men;  but  that  patti- 
cular  fpecics  of  them  called  by  the  aocicntt  dii  hojpitales , kind  gods. 

So,  Plautus,  in  Panvlo  : 

“ Dtum  hojpitulcm  ac  tefleram  mecutn  fero." 

Warburtoh. 

Shakfpeare  hardly  received  any  affiftance  from  mythology  to 
furnilh  out  a proper  oath  for  Glofler.  People  always  invoke  their 
deities  as  they  would  have  them  ihow  therofelves  at  particular  times 
itx  their  favour ; and  be  accordingly  calls  tliofe  hind  gods  whom  he 
would  wifh  to  Hud  fo  ou  this  occafion.  He  does  fo  yet  a fecood 
time  in  this  feene.  Our  own  liturgy  will  fulficiently  evince  the 
truth  of  my  fuppotilion*  Stlejvfns. 

Cordelia  alfo  ufes  the  fame  invocation  in  the  4th  Ads 
O,  you  kind  gods, 

44  Cure  this  great  breach  in  his  abufed  nature '.’* 

M.  Mason. 

1 Will  ftn'cica,]  i.  c.  quicken  into  life.  M.  Mason. 

• My  hofpitable  favours ] Favours  means  the  fame  as  ' 

Jtaturcs,  i.  e.  the  different  parts  of  which  a face  is  compofcd.  So, 
in  Drayton’s  cpiftle  fiom  Matilda  to  King  John  : 

44  Within  the  compafs  of  man's  face  we  fee, 

44  How  many  forts  of  feveral  javours  be.'* 

Again,  in  David  if  Beth/ale ? 1599  : 

44  To  daunt  the  Javours  of  hi*  lovely  face.**  Sti&ykns. 
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Corn.  Come,  fir,  what  letters  had  you  late  from 
France  ? 

Reg.  Be  fimple-anfwer’d,*  for  we  know  the 
truth. 

Corn.  And  what  confederacy  have  you  with  the 
traitors 

Late  footed  in  the  kingdom  ? 

Reg.  To  whofc  hands  have  you  fent  the  luna- 
tick  king  ? 

Speak. 

Glo.  I have  a letter  gueflinglyfet  down, 

Which  came  from  one  that's  of  a neutral  heart, 
And  not  from  one  oppos’d. 

Corn.  Cunning. 

Reg.  And  falfe. 

Corn.  Where  haft  thou  fent  the  king  ? 

Glo.  To  Dover. 

Reg.  Wherefore 

To  Dover?  Waft  thou  not  charg’d  at  thy  peril9  — 

Corn.  Wherefore  to  Dover?  Let  him  firft  an- 
fwer  that. 

Glo.  I am  tied  to  the  flake, * and  I muft  Hand 
the  courfe.3 

Reg.  Wherefore  to  Dover  ? 

Glo.  Becaufe  I would  not  fee  thy  cruel  nails 


* Be  JinpU.tnfatr'i,}  The  old  quarto  read),  Bi  fmplt 
Either  it  good  fenf«:  Jmplt  mean*  plain,  Stbevens. 

*  thy  ptril  — ] I hare  inferted  the  pronoun — /fl;,  for  the 

fake  of  metre.  Stf.bvehs. 

9 l am  tied  to  the  j fair,]  So,  io  Macbeth  : 

*•  They  have  chain’d  me  to  a Jlakt;  I cannot  fly, 

“ But,  bear-like,  I muft  fight  the  courjt.  ” Steevkns. 

2 — . — 14#  sour/e.]  The  running  of  the  dog*  upon  roe. 
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Plnck  out  his  poor  old  eyes ; nor  thy  fierce  fitter 
In  his  anointed  flelh  ttick  boarifh  fangs/ 

The  fea,  with  fnch  a ftorra  as  his  bare  head 
In  hell-black  night  endur’d,  would  have  buoy’d  up, 
And  quench'd  the  ftellcd  fires : yet,  poor  old  heart, 
He  help  the  heavens  to  rain.5 
If  wolves  had  at  thy  gate  howl’d  that  ftern  time,* 
Thou  (hould’ft  have  faid,  Good  porter,  turn  the  key ; 
All  cruels  elfe  fubferib’d  :7— But  I fhall  fee 
The  winged  vengeance  overtake  fuch  children. 
Corn.  See  it  {halt  thou  never: — Fellows,  hold 
the  chair:— 

Upon  thefe  eyes  * of  thine  I’ll  fet  my  foot. 
[Gloster  is  held  down  in  his  chair,  while  Cornwall 
plucks  out  one  of  his  eyes , and  Jets  his  foot  on  it. 

« __  flick  J oarijh  /«■{>.’]  Tb.  quarto*  read— boiriDi 
fangs.  Tli is  verb  occurs  in  Spenfer's  Fairy  Quemt  B.  IV.  c.  ii: 

«»  And  fhields  did  fliare,  and  mailei  did  rajhy  and  bclmci 
did  hew.” 

Again,  B.  V-  c.  iii  : 

»*  Rdjhin%  off  helmes,  and  ryving  plates  afuoder." 

To  rafh  ii  the  old  buoting  term  for  the  ftroke  made  by  a wild 
boar  with  bis  fangs.  Steevens. 

*  to  rain.]  Thus  the  folio.  The  quartos  read— to  ragt. 

Steevens. 

c that  ftern  fin#,]  Thus  the  folio.  Both  the  quartos  read, 

that  dearn  lime.  Dior a is  a north- country  word,  fignifying 

lor. fly,  folitary,  melancholy,  uncomfortable,  far  from  neighbours- 
So,  in  2 If  Valiant  Scot: 

41  Of  all  thy  joys  the  dtorne  and  difmal  end.’* 

Agaio,  in  Spenfer’i  Fairy  Quitn,  B.II.  c.  i: 

“ They  heard  a rueful  voice  that  dtarnly  cride." 

Again,  in  Pericln  Princt  of  Tyn , 1609: 

44  By  many  a dear  nr  aad  painful  pearch.”  Steevevs. 

7 ful/crib' J :]  Yielded,  fubtnitied  to  the  oeccflity  of  the 

occafion  Johnson. 

* Upon  ihrjt  tyti  fcc.j  In  Selimust  Emptier  oj  tht  Ttrij  oof 
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Glo.  He,  that  will  think  to  live  till  he  be  old. 
Give  me  fome  help: — O cruel!  O ye  gods! 

Rf.g.  One  fide  will  mock  another  ; the  other  too. 
Corn.  If  you  fee  vengeance,— 

Serv.  Hold  your  hand,  my  lord: 

I have  ferv’d  you  ever  fincc  1 was  a child ; 

Rut  better  fervice  have  1 never  done  you, 

Than  now  to  bid  you  hold. 

Reg.  How  now,  you  dog? 

Serv.  If  yon  did  wear  a beard  upon  your  chin, 
I’d  fliakc  it  on  this  quarrel:  What  do  you  mean? 
Corn.  My  villain!’  [draws,  and  tuns  at  him. 
Serv.  Nay,  then  come  on,  and  take  the  chance 
of  anger. 

[draws.  Theyjight.  Cornwall  is  wounded. 
Reg.  Give  me  thy  fword. — [to  another  Serv.]  A 
peafant  ftand  np  thus ! 

[ fnatchcs  a J word , comes  behind,  and  Jlabs  him. 
Serv.  O,  I am  flain !— My  lord,  you  have  one 
eye  left 

To  fee  fome  mifehief  on  him: — O!  [dies. 

Corn.  Left  it  fee  more,  prevent  it: — Out,  vile 
jelly! 


•f  the  font  of  Bojant  pulls  cut  the  tyts  of  an  aga  on  the  ftage, 
And  fays, 

“ Yes  thou  (halt  live,  but  ne?er  fee  that  day, 

**  Wanting  the  taperi  that  fhould  give  thee  light. 

[“  Pulls  out  his  ejts /* 

Immediately  after,  his  hands  are  cut  off.  1 have  introduced  this 
paflage  to  (how  that  Shakfpeare’s  drama  was  not  more  lauguinary 
than  that  of  his  contemporaries.  Steevens. 

In  Marfton’s  Antonio's  Rtvtngt^  x6oa.  Piero’s  tongue  is  torn  out 
on  the  Aage.  Malone. 

• My  villain!]  Villain  it  here  perhaps  ufed  in  its  original  fenfe 
of  one  in  feivitude.  Stexvins.  • 4 
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Where  is  thy  luflre  now  ? 

[1 tears  out  Gloster’s  other  eye,  and  throws  it  on 
the  ground. 

Glo.  All  dark  and  comfortlefs. — Where's  my 
fon  Edmond  ? 

Edmund,  enkindle  all  the  fparks  of  nature, 

Tp  quit  this  horrid  aft. 

Reg.  Oot,  trcacherons  villain! 

Thoo  call’ll  on  him  that  hates  thee  : it  was  he 
That  made  the  overture  of  thy  treafons’to  os; 
Who  is  too  good  to  pity  thee. 

Glo.  O my  follies! 

Then  Edgar  was  abus’d. — 

Kind  gods,  forgive  me  that,  and  profperhim  ! 

Reg.  Go,  thruh  him  out  at  gates,  and  let  him 
finell 

His  way  to  Dover. — How  is’t,  my  lord?  How 
look  you? 

Corn.  1 have  receiv’d  a hurt:  — Follow  me, 
lady, — 

Tarn  out  that  eyclefs  villain  ; — throw  this  (lave 
Upon  the  dunghill. — Regan,  1 bleed  apace  : 
Untimely  comes  this  hurt:  Give  rne  your  arm. 

[ Exit  Cornwall,  led  by  Regan  ; — Servants  un « 
bind  Glost*ER,  and  lead  him  out. 

1.  Serv.  I’ll  never  care  what  wickcdnefs  I do, 

•  the  overture  of  tkj  treofont — ] Overturn  ii  bere  ufed  for 

sd  opening  or  dilcovery.  It  was  he  who  iirft  laid  thy  treafom  open 
to  us.  Coles  in  hit  Did.  >679,  rcudcis  Overture^  hy  spetlior 
mpertur*.  An  overt  ad  of  treafou,  is  ilie  tcchuical  pbrafe. 

MA.'ON* 

* I'll  never  cure  what  vickrthtft  I it?.]  This  (liort  dialogue  K 
fiave  inferied  from  the  old  quarto,  becaufe  1 think  It  full  of  nature. 
Servants  could  baldly  lee  fucii  a barbarity  committed  ou  ihttc 
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If  this  man  come  to  good. 

2 Serv.  If  flic  live  long, 

And,  in  the  end,  meet  the  old  courfc  of  death/ 
Women  will  all  turn  monflers. 

1.  Serv.  Let’s  follow  the  old  earl,  and  get  the 

Bcdlatn 

To  lead  him  where  he  would  ; his  roguifh  madnefs 
Allows  itlelf  to  any  thing. 

2.  Serv.  Go  thou;  I’ll  fetch  fome  flax,5  and 

whites  of  eggs. 

To  apply  to  his  bleeding  face.  Now,  heaven  help 
him  ! ['Exeunt  Jcvtrally. 

matter,  without  pity  j and  the  vengeance  that  they  prefume  mutt 
overtake  the  actors  of  it,  is  a fentiment  and  dodrinc  well  wonhy 
of  the  flage.  ThfoEALD. 

It  is  not  neerffary  to  luppofe  them  the  fervants  of  Gloftcr ; for 
£orowatl  was  oppofed  to  extremity  by  bis  owu  fervaut. 

Johnson. 

4 meet  ike  old  ccurfeof  death,]  That  is,  Jit  a natural  death. 

Malone. 

f ■■■  •font  flax.  See.  ] This  paifage  is  ridiculed  by  Ben  Jonfon , 
in  Ike  cafe  is  alter'd , 1609  : 

" go,  get  a while  of  antg£,  and  a little  flax,  and  clofe 

the  breaches  of  the  head,  it  is  the  mott  conducible  tbiug 
that cau  be.”  Stlevens.  t 

The  coje  i’j  alter'd  was  written  before  the  end  of  the  year  1599} 
but  Beu  Jonfon  might  have  iuferted  this  facer  at  our  author,  be- 
tween the  time  of  Ai«£  Lear's  appearance^  and  the  publication  of 
bis  own  play  in  1609*  Malone. 
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ACT  IV.  S C E N E I. 


The  Heath. 

Enter  Edgar. 

Edg.  Yet  better  thus,  and  known  to  be  con- 
temn’d,* 


* Til  hlltr  thus.  tnJ  fmitm  to  ti  continu'd,  ] The  meaning  it, 

* fis  b/ltti  10  be  ikus  iontrm<atdt  at.d  known  to  jour/tlj  to  be  co«- 
teouicd.  Or  perhaps  there  is  so  error,  which  may  be  redified 
thus  : 

Yd  better  tliui  unknown  to  be  contemn'd. 

When  a man  dtveiU  bimtelf  of  his  real  ebarader  he  feels  no  pain 
from  contempt,  becavife  be  luppofes  it  incurred  only  by  a volun- 
tary dilguife  which  be  tan  throw  off  at  pleafure.  I do  not  think 
any  corrcdion  uccell.tty.  Johnson. 

Ihe  fentimeut  is  this  : — It  is  better  to  be  thus  contemn’d  and 
know  it,  than  to  be  ffaUcred  by  thofc  who  (ccretly  contemn  us. 

HkKLlY. 

I cannot  help  thinking  that  this  paffage  fhould  be  written  thus: 
Yet  better  thus  sne-imn  lo  be  contemn'd 
1 ban  ftill  contemn'^  and  iiattcr’d  to  be  wer/r. 

The  lowed,  5kc. 

The  quarto  edition  has  fto  flop  after  fintter  d.  The  frft  folio* 
which  hes  a comma  there,  has  a colon  at  the  end  of  the  line. 

The  expreflion  in  this  fpeech— — Owes  nothing  to  th%  blajis — (’• 
a more  learned  writer)  might  feem  to  be  copied  from  Virgil, 
ML u.  xi.  3i : 

*«  Kcs  juvenem  enanim-jm.  Sc  nil  jam  cceleftibus  ullis 
•*  Debeutem,  vano  uttjii  tomitamur  Hanoi  t»  * TyrWHITT. 

I think  with  Mr.  TyrwMtt  that  Dr.  Johnfon’s  conjedure  is  well 
founded,  and  that  the  poet  wrote  —unknown.  Malone. 

The  meaning  of  Edgar’s  fpeech  fee  rat  in  be  this.  Yet  it  is  better 
to  be  thus,  iu  this  fixed  and  acknowledged  contemptible  Rite, 


\ 
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Than  Hill  contemn'd  and  flatter'd.  To  be  word, 
The  lowed,  and  mod  dejefled  thing  of  fortune. 
Stands  dill  in  efpcrance,  iives  not  in  fear  :r  , 

The  lamentable  change  is  from  the  bed; 

The  word  returns  to  laughter.  Welcome  then,* 
Thou  unfubdantial  air,  that  I embrace! 

The  wretch,  that  thou  haft  blown  unto  the  word, 
Owes  nothing  to  thy  blafts.  — But  who  comes 
here  ?— 

Enlcr  Gloster,  led  by  an  old  man. 

My  father,  poorly  led? — World,  world,  O world? 
But  that  thy  ftrange  mutations  make  us  hate  thee,’ 

than,  living  in  affluence,  to  be  flattered  and  defpifed  at  the  fame 
time.  He  who  is  placed  in  the  woifl  and  loweft  ftate,  has  this 
Advantage;  he  lives  in  hope,  and  not  in  fiar,  of  a reverfe  of  for- 
tune. The  lamentable  change  is  from  affluence  to  beggary.  He 
laughs  at  the  idea  of  changing  for  the  woife,  who  is  already  as  lour 
as  pofbble.  Sir  Jo  hua  Reynolds. 

7 — — liver  not  w fear  : ] So,  in  Milton’s  Par.  Re  f.  B.  Iff; 

44  For  where  no  hope  is  left,  is  left  no  leai."  Sr p.bven4. 

" Welcome  then.  ] The  next  two  lines  aud  a half  are  omit- 

ted iu  the  quartos.  Sieevens. 

* ■ i Vflr/rf,  ttgr/i,  0 uctld! 

Bui  l hat  iky  fi»*n%e  mutations  make  vs  hate  the , ] The  fenfe  of 
this  obfeu'e  p (L$c  is,  O world!  fo  much  arc  human  minds  cap- 
tivated with  lli y pleafures.  that  were  it  not  for  thofc  fucceflive 
miferics,  each  voile  than  the  other,  which  ovciload  the  fccnes  of 
life,  we  flmutd  mver  be  willing  10  fubimt  to  death,  though  the 
infirmities  of  old  age  would  teach  us  to  chufe  it  at  a proper  afvluro. 
Betides,  by  uninici  unud  profpciiiv,  which  leaves  the  mind  at 
cafe,  the  budv  would  generally  prefervt  fuch  a dale  of  vigour  as 
to  bear  up  long  ag.iinft  the  decays  of  time.  Ihcfe  are  the  two 
rcufoi  s.  I f'tppofc,  why  he  laid, 

Life  would  not  yield  10  age. 

And  how  much  the  plrufures  of  the  body  pervert  the  mind’s 
judg*  meot,  aud  thr  pertuibanons  of  the  mind  diforder  the  body’s 
framr,  is  known  to  all  VVarburjon 

O wotld!  if  reveifes  of  fortune  aud  changes  fuch  as  1 now  fee 
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Life  would  not  yield  to  age. 

Old  Man.  O my  good  lord,  I have  been  yonr 
tenant,  and  your  lather’s  tenant,  thefe  fourfcorc 
years. 

Glo.  Away,  get  thee  away;  good  friend,  be 
gone: 

Thy  comforts  can  do  me  no  good  at  all, 

Thee  they  may  hurt. 

Old  Man.  Alack,  fir,  you  cannot  fee  yonr  way. 
Glo.  I have  no  xvay,  and  therefore  want  no  eyes; 
I Humbled  when  1 faw:  Full  oft  ’tis  feen. 

Our  mean  fecures  us ; * and  our  mere  defetls 


and  feel,  from  cafe  and  affluence  to  poverty  and  mifery,  did  not 
(how  us  the  li ill c value  of  life,  we  (lioold  never  fubmit  with  any 
kind  of  refienation  to  the  weight  of  years,  and  its  ncctfTaiy  con- 
fcqueocc,  infirmity  and  death.  Malone. 

* Our  mean  fecures  us ; ] Mean  is  here  a fubflantive,  and  fignihcs 
a middle  Jlale,  as  Dr.  Warburton  rightly  interpret*  it.  So  again, 
Jo  The  Merchant  of  Venice,  44  It  is  no  mean  happinefs  therefore  to 
be  fcated  in  the  mean."  See  more  ioftanccs  in  Dr.  Johnfon't 
Dictionary.  Steevens. 

Both  the  quartos  and  the  folio  read — our  mro*s  fecure  us.  The 
emendation  was  made  by  Mr.  Pope.  I am  not  fute  that  it  is  ne- 
ceffary.  In  Shakfieare's  age  writers  often  thought  it  ncccfTaiy  to 
ufe  a plural,  when  the  fubjefi  fpoken  of  related  to  more  perfont 
than  one.  So,  in  the  toft  ad  of  this  play,  “ O,  our  live's  five  at* 
■ cfs !”  not,  41  O,  our  life's  fweetnefs.**  Again: 

44 O,  you  mighty  gods, 

44  This  world  I do  renounce,  and,  in  your  fghls**  &c. 
Again*  in  King  Richard  III*: 

44  To  worry  lambs,  and  lap  their  gentle  Moods** 

Means  therefore  might  have  been  here  ufed  as  the  plural  of  mean , 
or  moderate  condition.  Glofter's  meaning  is,  that  io  a moderate 
condition  or  middle  date  of  life,  we  arc  fecure  from  tbofe  tempt- 
ations to  which  the  more  profprrous  and  aflluent  are  expofed  ; and 
our  very  wants  prove  in  this  refped  an  advantage.  St*  evens. 

1 believe,  meaoj  is  only  a typographical  error,  Malone. 
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Prove  onr  commodities.— Ah,  dear  fon  Edgar, 

The  food  of  thy  abufcd  father’s  wrath  ! 

Might  1 but  live  to  lee  thee  in  my  touch,4  5 
I’d  fay,  I had  eyes  again  ! 

Old  Man.  How  now?  Who’s  there? 

Edc,  [Afide.]  O gods!  Who  is't  can  fay,  / am 
at  the  worjl  1 

I am  worfe  than  e’er  I was. 

Old  Man.  ’Tis  poor  mad  Tom. 

Edg.  [Afide.]  And  worfe  1 may  be  yet:  The 
worfl  is’nor,  , 

So  long  as  vve  can  fay,  This  is  the  worjl ,* 

Old  Man.  Fellow,  where  goeft? 

Glo.  Is  it  a beggar-man? 

Old  Man.  Madman  and  beggar  too. 

Glo.  He  has  fome  rcafon,  elfe  he  could  not 
beg. 

P the  lad  night’s  florin  l fuch  a fellow  faw ; 
Which  made  me  think  a man  a worm  : My  Ton 
Came  then  into  my  mind  ; and  yet  mv  mind 
Was  then  fcarcc  friends  with  him:  I have  heard 
more  fiuce : 

As  flics  to  wanton  boys,  «are  we  to  the  gods ; 

3 — - — to  Jit  thtt  in  my  fouci,]  So,  in  another  feene,  I Ju  it 
fittingly.  Steevens. 

4 — — Wko  is't  can'Jay,  I aw  at  iht  wotjl  t 

— ■■  ■ ■ The  xoorjl  is  not. 

So  long  as  vt  can  Joy,  this  is  tkeworjl.]  i.  e.  While  w«  live; 
for  while  we  yet  contiuue  to  have  a fenfe  of  feeling,  foraelhing 
wotfe  than  the  prefent  may  Sill  happen.  What  occafioned  thi* 
rtiiedion  wai  his  rafhly  faying  io  the  beginning  of  this  fccuc, 
••  ■ ■ ■ ■-  To  be  worR, 

**  The  loweft,  and  moll  dejeded  thiog  of  fortune,  See. 

•»  The  vuelch,  that  thou  haft  blown  unto  the  word,  fee.** 

Wa&iurton. 
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They  kill  us  for  their  fport.2 * * 5 

Edg.  How  fliould  this  be  ? — 

Bad  is  the  trade  mnft  play  the  fool  to  forrow, 
Aug'ring  itfelf  and  others.  [Afidc.  ] — Blefs  thee, 
mailer ! 

Glo.  Is  that  the  naked  fellow? 

Old  Man.  Ay,  my  lord. 

Glo.  Then,  pr’ytbee,  get  thee  gone  : If,  for  my 
fake, 

Thou  wilt  o’ertake  us,  hence  a mile  or  twain, 

1’  the  way  to  Dover,  do  it  for  ancient  love  ; 

And  bring  forae  covering  for  this  naked  foul, 

Whom  I’ll  entreat  to  lead  me. 

Old  Man.  Alack,  fir,  he’s  mad. 

Glo.  ’Tis  the  times’  plague,  when  madmen  lead 
the  blind: 

Do  as  I bid  thee,  or  rather  do  thy  pleafure  ; 

Above  the  reft,  be  gone. 

Old  Man.  I’ll  bring  him  the  belt  ’parrel  that  I 
have, 

Come  on’t  what  will.  [Exit. 

Glo.  Sirrah,  naked  fellow. 

Edg.  Poor  Tom’s  a-cold. — I cannot  danb  it* 
further.  [A fide. 


2 At  flits  to  wanton  hoys,  art  tot  to  lit  toil} 

They  Hit  ns  for  thtir  /fort. 

“ Dii  nos  quaii  pilas  homines  habenl." — Platt.  Coftiv.  Piol. 
1.  aa.  Stssvim. 

The  quaitos  read — They  lit  us  for  (heir  fport.  Maloni. 

* l cannot  daub  it  — ] i.  a.  Difguife.  WAnaugTOH, 

So,  io  King  Richard  III : 

“ So  fwooth  he  donh'd  his  vice  with  Chow  af  viriae,’’ 
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Glo.  Come  hither,  fellow. 

Edg.  [Afidc.  ] And  yet  1 oiufl. — Blefs  thy  fwett 
eyes,  they  bleed. 

Glo.  Know’ll  thou  the  way  to  Dover? 

Edg.  Both  ftile  and  gate,  horfe-way,  and  foot- 
path. Poor  Tom  hath  been  feared  out  of  hisgood 
wits:  Blefs  the  good  man  from  the  foul  fiend ! 1 
[Five  fiends  have  been  in  poor  Tom  at  once;  of 
lull,  as  Obidicut;  Hobhididance , prince  ofdumbnefs  : 
Alaliu,  of  Healing;  Alodo,  of  murder;  and  Flibber- 
tigibbet, of  mopping  and  mowing;9  who  fince 
poffeffes  chamber-. naids  and  waiting-women.*  So, 
blefs  thee  mallei !] 


Again,  in  one  of  the  Pajlon  Letters,  Vol.  III.  p.  173:  “ — and 
faith  to  her,  there  is  good  craft  iu  dawling." 

The  quartos  read,  I cannot  dance  it  further.  Stbetens. 

7 Blefs  the  good  tn an  Jrotn  the  Joul  fend ! ] Thus  the  quartof. 
The  folio  reads : 

blefs  theey  good  man's  fon%  from  the  foul  fiend! 

Malonk. 

• Five  fiends  ire.  ] The  reft  of  this  fpeech  is  omitted  in  the 
folio.  In  Harf net's  Book,  already  quoted,  p.  278,  we  have  aa 
extrad  from  the  account  publifhed  by  thccxorcifts  themfclves,  viz. 
“ By  coramjunderacnt  of  the  cxorcift  . . . tbc  devil  in  Ma.  Maioy 
confefied  his  name  to  be  Afarfu,  and  that  he  had  befides  himfclf 
feavtn  other fpitits,  and  all  of  them  captains,  and  of  great  fame.*’ 
44  Thco  Edmundct  ( the  exorcifl)  began  againe  with  great  earneft- 
nefs,  and  all  the  company  cried  out,  &c.  • . . fo  as  both  that 
wicked  prince  Mod*  and  his  company , might  be  caft  out.*1  Thit 
p adage  will  account  for  fve  fends  having  hen  in  poor  Toci  at  once • 

Percy. 

* — Flibbertigibbet , of  mopping  and  mowing;  ]•“  If  (he  have 
a little  helpe  of  the  mother,  cpilcpfie,  or  cramp,  to  teach  her  role 
her  eyes,  wtie  her  mouth,  gnalh  her  teeth,  ftarte  with  ber  body, 
hold  her  armes  and  handes  fttffe,  make  autike  faces,  grinut,  mow 
and  mop  like  an  ape, — then  no  doubt — the  young  girle  is  owlc-blaflcd 
and  pojfejftd.*'  Harfnet's  Declaration,  p.  i36.  Malone. 

*  poffeffes  chamber. maids  ond  trailing. women.  ] Shakfpeare 

bat  made  Edgar,  in  his  feigned  difttadiou,  frequently  allude  to  a 
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Glo.  Here,  take  this  purfe,  thoa  whom  the 
heaven’s  plagues 

Have  humbled  to  all  ftrokes:  that  I am  wretched, 
Makes  thee  the  happier: — Heavens,  deal  fo  Hill ! 
Let  the  fuperfluous,4  and  lull-dieted  man, 

That  Haves  your  ordinance,4  that  will  not  fee 


irile  impofluTC  of  fomeEoglifh  jefuits,  at  that  lime  much  the  Fnb- 
jeft  of  convention  j the  biftory  of  it  having  been  juft  then  compofed 
with  great  art  and  vigour  of  ftile  and  compofiiiou  by  Hr.  S Haif* 
ne»i  afterward!  atchbifhop  of  York,  by  order  of  the  privy  crut  cil, 
in  a work  iutitled,  A Declaration  of  egregious  TopiJ/i  hupojturei  to 
withdraw  ktr  Majtjly's  Subjetls  from  lh‘ir  Allrgiauce%  8cc.  pradiftd 
hy  Edmunds , alias  Wejion,  a Jtf inf,  and  divas  Romijh  Piie/ls  his 
wicked  Ajfociatts : printed  160/.  The  itnpofture  Mai  in  fubftance 
this.  While  the  Spaniards  were  preparing  their  armaJa  aguiuft 
England,  the  jefuits  were  here  bufy  at  woik  to  promote  it,  by 
making  converts;  One  method  they  employed  was  10  difpoft.fi 
pretended  demoniacs,  by  which  artifice  they  made  fcver^l  hundred 
converts  amougft  the  common  people.  The  principal  ftcueoftl>is 
farce  was  laid  in  liie  family  of  one  Mr.  E mund  Pcikham,  a 
Roman-catholic,  where  Marwood,  a ftrvanl  of  Antony  Babington's 
(who  was  afterwards  executed  for  trca(on)  Trayfotd,  an  attendant 
upon  Mr.  Pcckham,  and  Saiah  and  Frif«ood  Williams,  aud  Anne 
Smith,  three  chambermaids  in  that  family,  came  it  to  the  pricft’l 
hands  for  cure.  But  the  difcipline  of  the  patients  was  fo  long 
and  fevere,  and  the  priefts  fo  elate  and  carekfs  with  their  fuccefs, 
that  the  plot  was  dilcovered  on  the  confrflion  of  the  parties  con* 
cerued,  and  the  c out  livers  of  it  dcfervedly  punifhed.  1 1 lie  five 
devils  here  mentioned,  are  the  names  of  five  of  ihofc  who  were 
made  to  a EL  in  litis  farce  upon  the  chamber. maids  a\d  waiting* 
women  f and  they  were  generally  fo  ridiculoufly  nicknamed,  that 
Harfoet  has  one  chapter  on  the  /range  names  of  their  devils ; Iff , 
fays  he,  meeting  them  otkerwife  by  ihance , you  mijtuke  them  for  the 
names  of  tapjlers  or  jugglers,  Warburton. 

The  paffage  in  crotches  is  omitted  in  the  folio,  beraufe  I fup* 
pofc  as  the  flory  was  forgoiteu,  the  jeft  was  loft.  Johnson. 

5 Let  the  JuperjlnnuSy]  Lear  has  before  uttered  the  fame  fenti- 
ment,  which  indeed  cannot  be  too  ftrongly  impicflcd,  though  it 
may  be  too  often  repeated.  Johnson. 

Superfluous  is  here  ufed  for  one  living  in  abundance. 

Ware  ur  tow. 

4 That  flaves  your  ordinance , See.]  The  language  of  Sbakf^c*ieku 


r 


Digitized  by  Google 


464 


KING  LEAR. 


BecanTe  he  doth  not  feci,  feel  your  power  quicklv ; 
So  diflribntion  fhould  undo  excels. 

And  each  man  have  enough — Dull  thou  know  Do- 
ver? 

Edg.  Ay,  mailer. 

Glo.  There  is  a cliff,  whofe  high  and  bending 
head 

Looks  fearfully  in  the  confined  deep  : 5 
Bring  me  but  to  the  very  brim  of  it. 

And  I’ll  repair  the  mifery  thou  dolt  bear, 

With  fomething  rich  about  me  : horn  mat  placo 
I fltall  no  leading  need. 

very  licentious,  and  his  words  have  often  meaning!  remote  from 
the  proper  and  original  ufc*  Tojlave  or  bejlcvt  another  i»  to  u*at 
him  with  terms  of  indignity:  in  a kindred  fenfe,  to Jlave  the  ordinance, 
may  be,  to  Jlighl  or  ridicule  it.  Johnson. 

To  Jlave  an  ordinance,  is  to  treat  it  as  a Jlave , to  make  it  fut  jc& 
to  us,  iuftead  of  a&ing  in  obedience  to  it. 

So,  in  Hey  wood's  Braun  Age,  i6i3: 

“ none 

44  Could  Jlave  him  like  the  the  Lydian  Omphale.’* 

Again,  in  A new  Way  to  pay  old  Debit,  by  Mafljngcr  : 

44  — that  Jlotts  me  to  bis  will."  STitvtNS. 

Heywood,  in  his  Pleafant  Dialogues  and  Dramas,  1637,  ufes  this 
verb  in  tbe  fame  fenfe  t 

44  What  (hall  I do?  my  love  I will  not  Jlave 

44  To  an  old  king,  though  he  my  love  fhould  crave.** 

Again,  in  Marfton’s  Malcontent,  1604  : 

44  O powerful  blood,  how  doll  thou  Jlave  their  foul  !** 

That  Jlaves  your  ordinance,  is  the  Trading  of  the  folio.  Both 
the  quartos  have — That  Jlands  your  ordinance;  perhaps  foratnl- 
feeds.  Stands,  however,  may  be  right:— -that  abides  your  ordi- 
nance. Tbe  poet  might  have  intended  to  mark  the  criminality  of 
the  luf-dieted  man  only  in  the  fubfequent  woids,  that  milt  not  fee, 
ktcauje  he  doth  not  feel,  Malone. 

* Looks  fearfully  in  tbe  confined  deep  .*]  So  the  folio.  The  quartos 
read — Looks  Jirmly,  Mr.  Rowe  and  all  the  fubfequent  editors 
form  read  on.  1 fee  no  need  of  change.  Sbakfpcarc  coolidered 
the  fea  as  a mirrour.  To  look  in  a glafs,  is  yet  our  colloquial 
pUralcology,  Malone. 
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Edg.  Give  me  thy  arm  ; 

Poor  Tom  lhall  lead  thee.  [ Exeunt ; 


SCENE  II. 

Before  the  duke  of  Albany's  Palace. 

Enter  Goneril  and  Edmund  ; Steward  meeting 
them. 

r 

Gon.  Welcome,  my  lord  : I marvel,  oar  mild 
r hufband  ” 

Not  met  us  on  the  way: — Now,  where’s  your  maf- 
ter  ? 

Stew.  Madam.within  ; but  never  man  fo  chang’d: 
I told  him  of  the  army  that  was  landed  ; 

He  froil’d  at  it:  1 told  him,  you  were  coming; 

His  anlwer  was,  The  worfe:  of  Glofler’s  treachery. 
And  of  the  loyal  fervice  of  his  fon, 

When  I inform’d  him,  then  he  call’d  me  fot? 

And  told  me,  I had  turn’d  the  WTOng  fide  out: ; 

What  mod  he  fhould  diflike,  feems  pleafant  to 
hirp ; 

What  like,  offcnftve. 

Gon.  Then  fliall  you  go  no  further. 

[To  Edmund. 

It  is  the  cowifli  terror  of  his  fpirit, 

That  dares  not  undertake:  he’ll  not  feel  wrongs, 

6 our  mild  kvjband  — 1 It  muft  be  remembered  that  Albany, 

the  Ini (l) and  of  Goneril,  di(J  iked,  in  the  end  of  the  firtt  ad,  the 
febeme  of  oppreflion  aud  ingratitude.  Johnson. 

Vol.  XX.  Hh 
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Which  tie  him  to  an  atifwer:  Our  willies,  on  th« 
wav. 

May  prove  etftils.7  Rack,  Edmund,  to  my  brother  ; 
Haflen  his  muflers.  and  conduft  his  powers: 

1 mu!t  change  arms8  at  home,  and  give  the  diftslF 
Into  my  hufband’s  hands.  I his  tr  it  fly  fervant 

Shall  pals  between  us:  ere  long  you  are  like  to 
hear, 

Ifvou  dare  venture  in  your  own  behalf, 

A miilieflcs  command.  Wear  this ; fpare  fpeech  ; 

lSn  tog  a favour. 

Decline  your  head  : this  kifs,  if  it  durfl  fpeaJt, 

Y\  ould  fire tch  thy  fpints  up  into  the  alt  — 
Conceive,  and  fare  thee  well. 

1 Our  nifhts,  on  the  w»a;r, 

Vaj  pterf  rtf* fit.  j i believe  ihe  meaning  of  the  pifTre  to  h# 
this;  **  YVi  at  wc  • ilh,  b.  ote  our  ma'rli  is  at  a a end  aav  be 
brought  10  happ  cn,“  i.  e tlic  murdu  or  dtlpjich  of  be?  Intbmd.— . 
On  tie  way,  however,  ro.iy  br  cquiv  leui  10  tl.c  expreiiiui  «e  now 
ufc«  VIZ.  B Iktuou  oi  By  tH>  /-y,  i.  e «u  pajja  t SravtNS. 

The  willies  wt  have  f -m  d and  fora  nunic^teJ  to  each  oilier, 
on  out  journey, 'may  be  canted  mto  died.  M.  Mason 

S-  e meani,  I think,  I be  vfbrs,  wlich  we  expmfT'd  to  each 
Other  on  our  wav  hithej,  m;i\  pc  rotr»|-  !<■ *ed,  a:  d p ovr  clhctusd 
to  tile  deftrndion  of  rav  liniband  O • 1 c>  cmiaocc  in c uij, 

— — 1 marvel  our  mild  hufb-ud 
“ Not  nu  » us-  rn  the  v ay." 

Again,  more  r.ppoliitlv  in  Airjj  R]  hard  11]  * 

Itinu  know’fl  our  rrajorts.  u d upnn  ttf  rraf  ** 

Sec  alfo  FIomo’s.  liaiaa  Didinna^y,  i5rj8:  *»  Unit  Ha.  \ 

kind  of  mu  .d  thiT-c  like  a round  fkuene,  that  genrienwo  ufc  in 
lulic  in  Hint'  of  fuinr.,er._to  k rp  the  funue  ftom  them,  wi.ea 
they  riuing  *;  tie  way.  M\lonii. 

* I wv)  tiangt  arms ] thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  tcadt 

change  names.  S i ££\  t ha. 

* Ifttlint  yaur  lead : litis  kifs . if  it  durfl  fpmky 

- IViuld  ft  tick  thy  /pints  up  into  tie  ait ; ] She  bid*  him  decline 
hi<  bead,  that  Ibc  might  five  him  a kifs  (the  flcuatd  being  prcf.ut) 
and  that  it  might  appear  oniy  to  itioa  a.  a wbiipcr,  Scclssm, 
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Edm.  Yours  in  the  ranks  of  death. 

Gon.  My  moil  dear  Glofier! 

[Exit  Edmund. 

O,  the  difference  of  man,  and  man  ! * I o thee 
A woman’s  ferviccs  are  due  ; my  fool 
Ufurps  my  bed. 3 

Sieyv.  Madam,  here  comes  my  lord. 

[ Exit  Steward. 

Enter  Albany. 

• 

Gon.  1 have  been  worth  the  whiffle.4 

Alb.  O Goneril! 

You  are  not  worth  the  duff  which  the  rude  wind 

• 0,  Ht  difftunit  •/  man  and  man  /]  Omitted  i»  tlit  quartos. 

STEEVENE. 

Some  epithet  to  difference  vras  probably  omitted  in  the  folio. 

Malone, 

According  to  the  prefent  regulation  of  this  paffage,  the  mcafure 
is  complcl$.  Steevens. 

3  my  Joel 

Ufu'ps  my  bed.]  One  of  the  quartos  reads: 

My  fool  ufurps  my  head;  the  other. 

My  foot  ufurps  my  body.  Steevens. 

The  quarto  of  which  the  firll  fignature  is  A,  reads — My  /#•! 
ufurps  my  head.  Some  of  the  copies  of  quarto  B,  have — My  foot 
ufurps  my  body;  others — A Jool  yfurps  my  ltd.  1 he  folio  reads  — 
Aly  fool  ufurps  my  body,  Malone. 

4 I have  bun  worth  tht  wkifle.]  This  expref&on  is  a reproach 
to  Albany  for  having  ncgleSed  her  ; though  yon  dijregard  me  thus , 
I have  been  worth  the  wbtftle,  i have  Jound  one  that  thinks  no 
worth  calling.  JOHNSON. 

This  expreffion  is  a proverbial  one.  Htywood  in  one  of  his 
dialogues,  conGtting  entirely  of  proverbs. , fays  : 

41  It  is  a poor  dog  that  is  not  worth  'the  whiffling 

Concril's  meaning  feeros  to  be—  There  was  a time  when  you  would 
have  thought  me  uorth  ike  calling  to  you  ; reproaching  bi»  for  not 
having  fummoned  her  to  confult  with  on  the  prefect  critical 
•cealion.  Steevens. 

I think  Mr.  Sleevent's  interpretation  the  true  one.  Malone. 

H h 2 
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Blows  in  your  face. — 1 fear  your  difpofirion  !** 
That  nature,  which  contemns  its  origin. 
Cannot  be  border’d  certain  in  itfelf ; 6 
She  that  herfelf  will  (liver  and  dilbranch  7 
From  her  material  fap,8  perforce  mull  wither. 


• 1 fear  jour  difpoftitn  ;]  Thcfe  word#,  and  the  lines  that 

follow  to  monfers  of  the  dttp , arc  found  In  the  quartos,  but  are 
improperly  omitted  in  the  folio.  They  are  neceflary,  as  Mr.  Pope 
bas  obferved,  “ to  explain  the  rcafons  of  the  deteftation  which. 
Albany  here  expreffes  to  his  wife."  Malone.  * 

6 That  nature,  which  contemm  its  Origin, 

Cannot  he  border'd  certain  in  itfelf  i]  The  fenfe  is.  That  nature 
which  is  arrived  to  fuch  a pitch  of  unnatural  degeneracy,  as  to 
contemn  its  origin,  cannot  from  thenceforth  be  refrained  within 
any  certain  hounds,  but  is  prepared  to  break  out  into  the  mod 
mouftrous  excefles  every  way,  as  occafion  or  temptation  may  offer. 

Heath. 

7 She  that  herfelf  will  {liver  and  diflraruh  — ] To  Jliver  fignifie* 
to  tear  off  or  difbranch.  So,  in  Macbeth  : 

“ flips  of  yew 

“ Sliver'd  in  the  moon’s  eclipfe.*’  Wa&burton. 

• She  that  herfelf  will  Jliver  and  dijlranch 

From  her  material  fap,)  She  who  breaks  the  bonds  of  filial 
duty,  and  becomes  whotTy  alienated  from  her  father,  mud  wither 
and  perifh,  like  a branch  feparated  from  that  fap  which  fupplics 
it  with  nourilbment,  and  gives  life  to  the  matter  of  which  it  is 
compofed.  So,  in  A Brief  Chronycle  concernyngt  the  examnecyon 
and  death  of  Syr  Johan  Oldco/Ue,  1544  s 11  Then  fayd  the  lord# 
Cobham,  and  fprcdde  his  armes  abrode  : This  is  a very  croffet 
yea  and  fo  moche  better  than  your  croffe  of  node,  in  that  yt  was 
created  as  God:  yet  will  I not  fcke  to  have  yt  woiQiippcd.  Than 
fayd  the  byfhop  of  London,  Syr,  ye  wote  wele  that  be  dyed  on  ft 
nateryall  croffe." 

Mr.  Theobald  reads  maternal,  and  Dr.  Jofanfon  thinks  that  the 
true  reading.  Syr  John  Froiffart’s  Chronicle  (as  Dr.  WaTburton 
has  obferved)  in  the  title-page  of  the  Englifh  tranflation  printed 
in  i5a5,  is  faid  to  be  tranflated  out  of  French  to  our  material  Englifh 
tongue  by  John  Bourthier.  And  I have  found  material  (from  mater) 
tiled  in  fome  other  old  books  for  maternal,  but  negleded  to  note 
the  ioftances.  1 think,  however,  that  the  word  is  here  ufed  in 
its  ordinary  feufe.  Maternal  fap  (or  any  fynonymous  words, \ 
would  introduce  a mixed  and  confuted  metaphor.  Material  fap  is 
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And  come  to  deadly  ufe.9 

Gon.  No  more  ; the  text  is  foolifli. 

Alb.  Wifdom  and  goodnefs  to  the  vile  fcem 
vile  : 

Filths  favourbnt  themfelves.  What  have  you  done? 
Tigers,  not  daughters,  what  have  you  perform’d? 
A father,  and  a gracious  aged  man, 

Whofe  reverence  the  head-lngg’d  bear  would  lick,* 
Moftbarbarous.moft  degenerate!  have  you  madded. 
Could  my  good  brother  fuffer  yon  to  do  it  ? 

A man,  a prince,  by  him  fo  benefited? 

If  that  the  heavens  do  not  their  vifible  fpirits 
Send  quickly  down  to  tame  thefevile  offences, * 
’Twill  come, 

Humanity  mud  perforce  prey  on  itfelf, 

Like  monfters  of  the  deep.4 

Gon.  Milk-liver’d  man ! 


ftridly  corfeft.  From  the  word  htrfelf  to  the  end,  the  branch  vrti 
the  figurative  object  of  the  poet’s  thought.  Malone. 

Throughout  the  plays  of  our  author  1 do  not  recoiled  a tingle 
inftance  of  the  adjedive — maternal . Steevens. 

0 And  come  to  deadly  ufe.]  Alluding  to  the  ufe  tbit  witches  and 
inchanters  *are  faid  to  make  of  wither'd  branches  in  their  charms. 
A fine  infinuation  in  the  fpcaker,  that  fhe  was  ready  for  the  moll 
unnatural  mifebief,  and  a preparative  of  the  poet  to  her  plotting 
with  the  baflatd  againil  her  hufband’s  life.  Warburton. 

T)r.  Warburton  might  have  fupported  his  interpretation  by  the 
pillage  in  Macbelk%  quoted  io  the  preceding  page,  n.  7.  Malone. 

•  would  /ici,]  This  line,  which  had  been  omitted  by  all 

my  prcdecefl'ors,  l have  reftored  from  the  quartos.  Steevens. 

3 thefe  vile  offences ,]  In  fotne  of  the  impreflions  of  quarto 

B,  we  find — this  vile  offences  ; ia  others,  and  in  quarto  A, — the 
vile.  This  was  certainly  a mifpunt  for  tkefe.  Malone. 

*  like  men flers  of  l he  deeO.]  Fifties  are  the  only  animals  that 

are  known  to  prey  upon  their  own  fpecies.  Johnson. 

Hb  S 
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That  bear’d  a cheek  for  blows,  a bead  for  wrongs  ; 
Who  haft  not  in  thy  brows  an  eye  difeerning 
1 hinc  h onour  from  thy  fuffering;  that  not  know’A,® 
Fools  do  thole  villains  pity,1’  who  are  punifli’d 
Ere  they  have  done  their  mifehief.  Where’s  thy 
drum  ? 

Fiance  fpreadsliis  banners  in  our  noifelefs  land  ; 
With  plumed  helm  thy  (layer  begins  threats ! 

■\\  hilft  thou,  a moral  fool,  fit’ ft  dill,  and  cry 'ft. 
Alack!  why  dots  !ic/u  ? 

Alb.  . See  thyfelf,  devil! 

Proper  deformity ? feems  not  in  the  fiend 
So  horrid,  as  in  woman. 

Gon.  O vain  fool ! 

Alb.  Thou  changed  and  felf-cover’d  thing,*  for 
fliame, 

•  that  net  knew'/l,  he.  ] The  reft  of  this  fpeech  is  omitted 

in  the  folio.  STr.EVFiss. 

6 tools  do  ihofe  villains  pitjy  Lc.]  She  means,  that  nont  but  fools 
would  pity  thole  villains,  who  are  prevented  from  executing  their 
rna.itioiH  defigns,  and  piioidied  for  their  evil  intention.  Itis  not 
cleat  whether  this  fiend  means  her  father,  or  the  king  of  France. 
If  thefe  words  were  intended  to  have  a retrofped  to  Albany's 
fp  ecli,  which  the  word  pity  might  lead  us  to  fuppofc,  Lear  mutt 
Ltf  in  her  coutemplation  ; if  they  ere  confidered  as  conneded  with 
what  follows — Where's  ihj  drum  f 8cc.  the  other  interpretation 
ruufl  be  adopted.  The  latter  appears  to  me  the  true  one;  and 
peihaps  the  punduation  of  the  quarto,  in  which  there  is  only  a 
comma  after  the  word  mijchitj , ought  to  have  been  preferred. 

Malone. 

I do  not  perceive,  to  what  the  word— jf mi,  in  tbe  fourth  Hq« 
of  the  foregoing  not*,  refers.  Steewns. 

7 Proper  dtformit j — — ] i.  e.  Diabolic  qualities  appear  not  fo 
hnirid  in  the  devil  to  whom  they  belong,  as  in  woman  who  un* 
naturally  a (fumes  them  Wa&burton. 

* Thou  changed  and  felf  cover’d  /lit»£T]  Of  tbefe  lioes  there  it 
but  one  copy,  and  the  editors  are  forced  upon  conjedurc.  Thejr 
have  published  this  line  thus: 

'Ihou  cl  ang'd,  an d Jelf-converted  thing; 
but  I cauuot  but  think  that  by JtJ-tovor'd  the  authtr  meant,  thop 
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Bc-monPer  not  t!,t\  ftatvre.*  \'>reit  my  fimefs 
M u let  thefe  l.an  '»  obey  mv  blood,* 

1 lity  are  apt  enoui  ■>  to  liiiloia'e  ant!  tear 
1 by  fhlh  and  bone*:  - l o«e'ti  titou.au  a fi»nd, 
A n ou  ai.’s  Hi  a j . e doth  lltield  thee. 

Gut\.  Mairy,  your  tuaubuoU  now' — 

» 

Enter  a Meffcnger. 

At  B.  \Vh3t  news? 

Mes.  O,  my  good  lord,  the  duke  of  Cornwall'* 
dead  ; 

Slain  by  his  fervant,  going  to  put  out 
'I  he  other  eye  of  Ltioiler. 

Alb.  ( Glofler’s  eyes! 

that  haft  djeuifrd  nature  by  wukednefs;  thou  that  baft  hid  the 
woman  under  lire  tic  no.  Johnson.  v 

']  bit  and  the  next  fpeech  art  wanting  in  the  f*!?o.  Stefvfns. 
The  following  weds  bsnt'nfler  not  t ky  r.afurt,  feem  rather  to 
fuppori  the  reading  of  the  former  cditmi,  which  was  jtlf-tonvn  trd  ; 
and  a thought  lomc-iiui  {initial  occurs  in  flctchcr'a  play  of  1 ho 
Caftom,  wl  ere  the  faher  fays  to  Lelia : 

“ Oh,  good  God  ! 

41  To  - hat  an  impudent*,  thou  wretched  woman, 

44  Haft  thou  begot  thy  fc'f  again  — — M.  MasoN. 

Bv  thou Jlf-covtrti  thing,  the  poet,  I think,  means,  thou  who 
Itaft  pul  a (ovrring  an  which  natu  e did  not  give  t»  cc.  I he 

covering  which  Albany  means,  is,  tie  iembtancc  and  appearance 
of  a fiend.  Malonf. 

* litmonfttr  wot  iky  feature  J F'atu’t  in  ShakfpearcTt  age  mrant 
the  general  caft  of  countenance,  and  often  b auiy.  Bullokai,  in 
fcis  Lxpoji'or,  16(6,  explaiu*  it  by  the  wo>d,  •»  haudiotneu.-ls, 
cornciinefi.  brau’.ic.  Malonf. 

* To  Itt.  lkff<  kandi  obn  my  Hoi'dt]  At  this  line  want!  a foot, 
perhaps  our  author  wto'c  i 

44  To  let  thefe  hauut  oj  mint  obey  mj  blood, — 

So,  in  King  Join  .* 

44  — — Tr.is  hand  of  mint 

•»  Is  pet  a ouudeii  and  innocent  hand.'*  Stcitim. 
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Mes.  A fervant  that  he  bred,  thrill’d  with  re- 
in or  fe, 

Oppos'd  againft  the  aft,  bending  his  fword 
To  his  great  mafler ; who,  thereat  enrag’d. 

Flew  on  him,  and  among!!  them  fell’d  him  dead:' 
But  riot  without  that  harmful  Broke,  which  Cnee 
Hath  pluck’d  him  after. 

Alb.  This  {hows  yon  are  above, 

You  juflicers,3  that  thefe  our  nether  crimes 
So  ipecdily  can  vcngel— But,  O poor  Glofter! 

Lofl  he  his  other  eye? 

Mes.  Both,  both,  my  lord.— 

This  letter,  madam,  craves  a fpeedy  anfwer ; 

’ I'is  from  your  filler. 

Gon.  [Afule.  ] One  way  I like  this  well;4 
But  being  widow,  and  mv  Glofter  with  her, 

May  all  the  building  in  my  fancy'  pluck 
Upon  my  hateful  life:  Another  way, 

The  news  is  not  fo  tart. — I’ll  read,  and  anfwer. 

[ Exit. 

Alb.  Where  was  his  fon,  when  they  did  take 
his  eyes? 

Mes.  Conic  with  my  lady  hither. 


0 — — and  amongjl  tkem  fell'd  kirn  dead:]  i.  e.  they  {Cornwall 
and  his  other  fervauts)  nmongft  them  fell’d  him  dead,  Malone. 

* leu  juflicers, j Molt  of  the  old  copies  have  jvjlict's ; but  it  was 
certainly  a tnifpriot.  The  word  ju/iictr  is  ufed  in  two  other  places 
in  this  play  ; and  though  printed  rightly  in  ibe  folio,  is  corrupted 
iu  the  quarto  in  the  fame  manner  as  here.  Some  copies  of  quarto 
B read  rightly— jujHcen,  in  the  line  before  us.  Malone. 

4 One  way  / like  this  Goneril's  plan  was  to  poifon  her 

filler— .to  marry  Edmund— -to  murder  Albany — and  to  get  poffcifioa 
of  the  whole  kingdom.  As  the  death  of  Cornwall  facilitated  the 
lift  part  of  her  fcheiue,  (he  was  p leafed  at  it;  but  difiiked  it,  as  it 
put  it  in  the  power  of  her  filler  to  marry  Edmund.  M.  Mason. 

all  the  iuiUing  in  my  fancy  — — J So,  in  CoTiolar,Kit  Ad  II, 

fc.  M — the  buildings  in  my  fancy/'  ST£EY£KS. 
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Alb.  He  is  not  here. 

Mes.  No,  my  good  lord  ; I met  him  back  again. 
Alb.  Knows  he  the  wickednefs?  ' 

Mes.  Ay,  my  good  lord ; ’twas  he  inform’d 
againft  him  ; 

And  quit  the  houfe  on  purpofe,  that  their  punilh- 
ment 

Might  have  the  freer  conrfe. 

Alb.  Glofter,  I live 

To  thank  thee  for  the  love  thou  fhow’dft  the  king, 
And  to  revenge  thine  eyes — Come  hither,  friend; 
Tell  me  what  more  thou  knovveft.  [ Exeunt . 


[SCENE  III.* 


The  French  Camp,  near  Dover. 

Enter  Kent,  and  a Gentleman. r 

Kent.  Why  the  king  of  France  is  fo  fuddenly 
gone  back  “ know  you  the  rcafon  ? 

6 [ Scene  ///.]  This  feene,  left  out  in  all  the  common  books,  it 
reftored  from  the  old  editioa  ; it  being  roanifcftly  of  Shakfpeare't 
writing,  and  necelLrv  to  continue  the  (lory  of  Cordelia,  whole 
behaviour  is  here  moll  beautifully  painted.  Popf. 

The  feene  fee  ms  to  have  been  lift  out  only  to  fliorten  the  play, 
and  is  necelfaiy  to  continue  the  adioo.  It  is  extant  only  in  the 
quarto,  being  omitted  in  the  fir £i  folio.  1 have  therefore  put  it 
between  crotchets.  Johnson. 

7 —a  Gentleman  ] The  gentleman  whom  he  faU  in  the  fore- 
going afl  with  Utters  to  Cordelia.  Johnson. 

• Why  the  king  of  France  is  fo  fuddenly  gone  hock  See.  ] Th# 
king  of  France  being  no  longer  a ncceOtiy  perfonage,  it  was 
fct  that  fame  pretext  lor  gelling  rid  of  biui  fbould  be  formed, 
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Gent.  Something  lie  left  impcrfufl  in  the  Rate, 
VVhivli  lince  his  coming  forth  is  thought  of ; which 
In.;  oits  to  tne  kingdom  !u  much  tear  and  danger, 
7 at  his  personal  ictuui  was  mod  requir’d, 

And  nrcetra.y. 

hE\T.  vYlio  ha’h  he  left  behind  him  general? 
Gent.  7 he  Martlchal  of  fiance,  Monhear  le 
Ftr  3 

Kent.  Did  vour  letters  pierce  ^ie  queen  to  any 
demondration  of  grid  ? 

Gent.  Av,  lir;*  Ihe  tpok  them,  read  them  iu 
my  pretence  ; 

And  now  and  then  ah  amp'e  tear  trill'd  down 
Her  delicate  cheek : it  leein'd,  (lie  was  a queen 
Over  her  palhoti ; who,  mod  rebel-like. 

Sought  to  be  king  o’er  her. 


fcefore  the  play  was  to"  "ear  idvaoced  towards  a eonclofinn.  De- 
cemy  requi  ed  lliat  a Monarch  (hould  noi  be  (iltntlv  ihufflrd  into 
the  park  of  inhgr  ifi<  ant  chara&t  rs ; and  liimf  ’ie  I i*  dw.mliioa 
(which  co'ild  he  e il  d-d  o tlv  b\  a fuldci  fceal!  to  bis  o.vn  domi- 
nions } was  lo  br  accounted  (or  b>  foie  the  audience.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  among  otuei*  - l^e  prefer*.  (cent  wat  imtodneed.  It  itdifh.v'a 
indeed  to  (ay  what  ule  could  have  bun  made  - f the  King,  had  ha 
appeared  at  the  head  rf  his  own  armament,  aw  furvtved  the  tnui  er 
of  hi*  queen.  His  co  jugal  concern  on  the  occahon.  might  have 
veakf  ed  the  eff  d of  L«.*r*s  parental  fonow;  an  I,  being  an  objrcl 
of  tefpeA  a*  weil  a*  pity  he  wou'd  naturally  have  divided  t e 
fpcflluor  * attentidu,  and  thereby  d.minithed  the  confcqiicuce  of 
Albany,  Edyar.  and  Kent,  whofe  exemplary  virtues  defcivcd  to 
be  ultimately  plated  in  the  mjft  confpicuOus  point  of  view. 

StFFVf  NS. 

9 Tkt  of  Fro»ct,  Monfieur  le  Fer  ] Shakfpeare  fee  ns 

to  have  been  poor  iq  the  names  of  Frenchmen,  or  he  would  fearef 
l-avr  given  ut  here  a Movfirur  It  F-i  a*  mi'tfchil  of  France,  after 
he  ha.l  appropriated  the  Time  appellation  io  a common  foldier% 
who  was  fl>'d%  Jttrtled , and  Juk  d,  by  Piftol  in  King  Henry  Y. 

SrrBVPNS. 

■ dy,  Jl  ; 1 The  quartos  read—  l J*J*  The  corredion  wal  made 
bjr  Mi.  ihceaald.  MAloNf. 
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Kent.  O.  ihen  it  mov'd  her. 

Glnt.  Not  to  a rage:  patience  and  forrow  drove* 
"Who  fhould  exprefs  her  goodlieft.  You  have  ieen 
Sunfliiue  and  rain  at  once:  her  fmiles  and  tears 
Were  like  a better  day  : * Thofe  happy  fmiles,5 

• ..  ■«  patient  t and  forrow  ftrove — ] The  quartos  for  Jtrove  havf 
Jtime.  Mr.  Pope  made  the  corredioo.  Malone. 

* — — her  fmiles  and  tears 

Were  Hit  a better  day;  ] It  is  plain,  we  fhould  read — a wetter 
A/*y,  i.  e.  A fP  riug  feafon  wetter  than  ordinary.  Wakbcbton* 

The  thought  is  taken  from  Sidney’s  Arcadia,  p.  244  “ Her 
teats  came  dropping  down  like  rain  in  funfhine."  Cordelia’s  be- 
haviour on  this  occaGon  it  apparently  copied  from  Pktltclta's, 
The  fame  book,  in  another  place,  fays, 44  that  her  teat*  fol- 

lowed one  another  like  a precious  rope  of  pearl."  The  quartos 
read, — a better  way,  which  may  be  an  accidcoul  ioveiGou  of 
the  u. 

A better  day,  however,  is  the  heft  day,  and  the  bejt  d*y  is  a day 
mod  favourable  to  the  production*  of  the  earth  Such  are  the 
days  in  which  there  is  a due  mixture  of  rain  a»d  funfhiwe 
* It  mull  be  obferved  that  the  comparative  is  ufc«l  by  Milton  and 
others,  inflead  of  the  pefitive  and  fupetlalive,  as  well  as  by  Shak- 
fpeare  himfelf.  In  the  play  before  us; 

14  The  fafer  fenfe  will  ne'er  accommodate 
44  Its  matter  thus.” 

Again,  in  Macbeth  : 

44  — — it  had  cow’d  my  better  part  of  man." 

Again, 

4t Go  not  my  horfe  the  better ." 

Jdr.  Pope  makes  no  fcruple  to  fay  of  Achilles,  that:  # 

14  The  Pelian  javelin  in  his  better  baud 
44  Shot  trembling  rays,"  See. 

J.  e.  his  beji  hand,  his  right.  Stecvens. 

Doth  not  Dr.  Warburton’s  alteration  infer  that  Cordelia’s  for- 
to vf  was  fuperior  to  her  patience?  But  it  Teem'd  that  The  was  a 
queen  over  her  paflion  ; and  the  fmiles  on  her  lip  appeared  not  to 
ktiow  that  tears  wcie  in  her  eyes.  44  Her  fmiles  and  teats  were  like 
a better  day,"  or  44  like  a better  May"  may  fi^nify  that  they  were 
like  fuch  a feafon  where  fuulhine  prevailed  over  rain.  So,  in  Alt's 
Well  that  end:  Welt,  Ad  V.  fie.  Hi.  wc  fee  in  the  king  44  fuvjhin* 
and  kail  at  once , but  to  the  brighteft  beams  diftraded  clouds  give 
way  : the  tipie  is  fair  again,  and  be  is  liko  1 da)  of  Icaiou,"  i.  c. 
a better  day.  X«u.rr. 
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That  play’d  on  her  ripe  lip,  feenl’d  not  to  know 
What  guefts  were  in  her  eyes ; which  parted  thence. 
As  pearls  from  diamonds  dropp’d.6 — In  brief,  for- 
row 


Both  the  quartos  read —a  betltr  way;  which  being  perfcSIr 
unintelligible,  1 have  adopted  part  of  the  emendation  introduced 
by  Dr.  Waiburton.  The  late  editions  have  given — a better  dayy 
a reading  which  firft  appeared  in  a note  of  Mr.  Theobald's.  A 
hr  tier  day , however  it  be  underflood,  is,  in  my  opinion,  incon- 
fiilent  with  the  context,  if  a better  day  means  cither  a good  day,  or 
the  btjl  day,  it  cannot  reprefent  Cordelia’s  fmiles  and  tears  ; for 
neither  the  one  or  the  other  necetfarily  implies  rain,  without  which, 
there  is  nothing  to  corrcfpond  with  her  tears;  nor  gau  a rainy  day 
occaGonally  brightened  bv  fanQiine,  with  any  propriety  be  called 
a good  or  the  btjlday,  We  arc  compelled  therefore  to  make  fome 
other  change. 

A better  May,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  we  underftand  by  it, 
a good  May,  or  a May  better  than  ordinary,  corrcfponds  exadly 
with  the  preceding  image  ; for  in  every  May  rain  may  be  expeded, 
and  in  a good,  or  a better  May  than  ordinary,  the  fuufbioc,  like 
Cordelia's  ftnilcs,  will  predominate.  Wich  refped  to  the  corrupt 
reading,  I have  no  great  faith  in  the  inverflon  of  the  w at  the  prefs, 
and  rather  think  the  error  arofe  in  fome  other  way. 

Mr.  Stecvcm  has  quoted  a pafTagc  from  Siduey’s  Arcadia , which 
Shakfpeare  may  have  had  In  view.  Perhaps  the  following  paflage 
in  tire  fame  book,  p.  1 03 , edit.  iSqS,  bears  a ftill  nearer  refem- 
hlance  to  that  before  us:  44  Aud  with  that  fhe  prettily  Jmiltdy 
which  mingled  with  her  tears , out  could  not  tell  whether  it  were 
a moiiriuug  plcnfute,  ora  delightful  forrow;  but  like  when  a few 
April  drops  are  fcatteted  by  a gentle  zephyrut  among  tnc-colourcd 
flowers."  Malone. 

Mr.  Malone  reads — a betttr  May.  — As  objedions  may  be  flarted 
againft  cither  reading.  I declare  my  inability  to  decide  between 
them.  1 have  therefore  left  that  word  in  the  teat  which  1 found  in 
poffefflon  of  it.  St  sevens. 

R f milts  y ] The  quartos  read  fmilets.  This  may  bet  dimi- 

nutive of  Shakfpeare’s  coinage.  SteeveMS, 

6 As  pearls  Jrom  diamonds  dropp'd .—  &c.  ] In  The  Tuo  Gentlemen 
oj Verona  we  have  the  fame  im?ge: 

44  A fea  of  melting  pearlt  which  fome  call  tears,'* 

Malone* 

The  harfhnefs  of  the  foregoing  line  in  the  fpeech  of  the  Gentle - 
men,  induces  me  to  believe  that  our  author  might  have  wriilea  *. 
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Would  be  a rarity  mofl  belov’d,  if  all 
Could  fo  become  it. 

Kent.  Made  flic  no  verbal  qucdion  ? 7 

Gent.  ’Faith,  once,  or  twice,*  flie  heav’d  the 
name  of  father 

Pamingly  forth,  as  if  it  prefs’d  her  heart ; 

Cry’d,  Sifters!  fiflers! — Shame  of  ladies  ! fiflers  ! 
Kent!  father!  fiflers!  What?  i'  the  Jlorm?  *’  the 
night ? 

Let  pity  not  be  believed,!* — There  flie  fhook 
The  holy  water  from  her  heavenly  eyes, 

• 

»*  Like  pearls  from  diamonds  drop/rtif." 

The  idea  might  have  been  taken  from  the  ornaments  of  the  anci- 
ent carcanet  or  necklace,  which  frequently  con  lifted  of  table  dia- 
monds with  pearls  appended  to  them,  or,  in  the  jewellers  phrafe 
dropping  from  them.  Pendants  for  the  car  arc  ftili  called — drops. 

A limilar  thought  to  this  of  Shakfpeare,  occurs  in  Middleton's 
Game  at  Chtjs , no  date: 

44 the  holy  dew  lies  like  a pearl 

44  Dropt  from  the  opening  eye-lids  oj  the  morn 
“ Upon  the  bafbful  rofe." 

Milton  has  tranfplanted  this  io  ga  into  his  Lycidas  : 

“ Under  the  opening  t,e-lids  of  the  morn.”  Steevens. 

7 Made Jhe  no  verbal  queftioo  ?]  Means  only,  Did  flic  enter  into 
no  converfation  with  you?  In  thi-  fenfe  our  poet  frequently  ufea 
the  word  quejlion , and  not  Amply  as  tbe  ad  of  interrogation.  Did 
fhe  give  you  to  underftand  her  meaning  hj  words  as  well  as  by  tbn 
foregoing  external  tefUrooaies  of  forrow? 

So,  in  All's  Well  that  trie  Well: 

“ — Ihe  told  me 

41  In  a fwcet  verbal  brief,"  *;c.  Stbivcns. 

• 'Faith,  cncet  or  fwicc,]  Thai  the  quartos.  Mr.  Pope  and  tho 
fubfequent  editors  read — Xesy  once,  *ec.  Regan  in  a fubfcqu»nt 
feene,  in  like  manner,  ufes  the  rejs&ed  word,  however  inelegant 
it  may  now  appear : 

44  Faith , he  is  pofted  henci*  on  feriour  matter."  Malonh. 

? Let  pity  not  be  believed /J  i.  e.  Let  not  fuch  a thing  at  pity 
he  fuppofed  to  exift!  Thus  the  old  copies*  but  the  modern  edit^l 
bare  hitherto  read, 

Let  pity  n^t  belie?*  it StlEflNI. 
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And  clamonr  moiften’d:’  then  awaj^  flic  flarted, 
To  deal  with  grief  alone. 

Kent.  It  is  the  flars, 

The  flars  above  ns,  govern  our  conditions;* 

Life  one  fclf  mate  and  mate  3 could  not  beget 
S,icli  different  iffues.  You  (poke  not  with  her  fincc? 
Gent.  No. 

Kent.  Was  this  before  the  king  return’d? 

Gent.  No,  fince. 

Kent.  Well;  fir ; The  poor  didrefs’d  Lear  is 
i’the  town : 

Who  fometime,  in  his  better  tune,  remembers 
What  we  are  come  about,  and  by  no  means  « 
Will  yield  to  fee  his  daughter. 

Kent.  Why,  good  fir? 


* And  clamour  moijen'd:]  It  if  not  impoflible  but  Shatfpeare 
might  have  formed  this  Gnc  picture  of  Cordelia’s  agony  from  holy 
writ,  in. the  contlud  of  Jofcph;  who,  being  no  longer  able  to 
Tcttraia  ihe  vehemence  oi  bis  atfe&ion,  commanded  ail  his  retinue 
from  his  prifcnce  , and  then  u eft  aloud,  and  discovered  himfelf  i® 
bis  brethren.  Theobald. 

Clamour  moiflend ] That  is,  her  oul-crics  u-ere  accompanied 

vitk  tears.  John.'On. 

The  old  copies  Tcad-*-And  clamour  moiften’d  her.  I have  o® 
doubt  that  the  word  her  was  inferted  by  the  compofitor's  eye 
glancing  on  the  middle  of  the  preceding  line,  where  that  word 
occurs ; and  therefore  have  omitted  it.  It  may  be  obfeived  that 
the  metre  is  complete  without  this  word.  A limilar  error  has 
happened  in  7 he  Winter's  Tale.  See  Vol.  X.  p.  177,  n.  4.  She 
inoiflen'd  clamour,  or  the  exclamations  (lie 'had  uttered,  with  tears. 
This  is  pcrfcdly  intelligible ; but  clamour  moijen'd  her,  is  certainly 
nonfeofe.  Malone. 

*— ■ — govern  our  conditions;]  i.  e.  regulate  our  dijpojitior.s.  See 
Vol.  XIII.  p.  494,  a.  5.  Malone. 

5 one  Jelj  male  and  male ] The  fame  hufband  and  tho 

Came  wife.  Johnson. 

Srlf  is  ufed  here,  as  in  many  othtr  place*  in  tbefe  play*,  f®ji 
JelJ-Jame.  Malone. 
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Kent.  A fovereign  fliame  fu  elbows  him:  his 
own  unkindnels. 

That  dripp'd  her  Iroin  his  benediflion,  turn’d  hct 
To  foreign  taluahies.  gave  her  dear  rights 

To  his  dog-hearted  daughters tfiefe  rliinus  fling 

His  mind  lo  venomnuflv,  ti  at  buridng  fliame4 
lJetains  him  fiom  Cordelia. 

Gent.  Alack,  poor  ecmleman  ! 

Kent.  Of  Albans’s  and  Cornwall's  powers  you 
heard  im ? 

Gent.  ’l'isfo;  thev  are  afoot.  * 

Kent.  V'ell.  fir.  I'll  Lring  you  to  our  inaflcr 
Lear, 

And  leave  vou  to  attend  him:  fine  dear  cauft* 
Will  in  concealment  wrap  me  up  awi  ile ; 

When  I am  known  ar'i£t:r,  you  lliall  not  grieve 
Lending  me  this  acquaintance.  1 pray  yon,  go 
Along  with  me.  J [ Exeunt. 


4 theft  things  Jtsng 

His  mi nd  fo  vtnamnujh,  that  hnminf  ft, amt  — ] The  metaphof 
it  here  prefeived  with  great  knowledge  of  naiu*e.  lbe  vertm  of 
poifonout  animal*  being  a high  caufluk  tali,  that  ha*  all  the  ctird 
mf fre  upon  the  part.  VVakburton. 

* 'Tisfoi  tkty  are  afoot.  ) Dr  Warbnrton  think*  it  nrftfiary  to 
»ead,  'tujaid;  but  the  l'enfe  i*  plain,  Su  it  is  that  thej  art  ok  foot, 

Johnj-on. 

'Tit  Jo%  means,  I think,  I have  heard  of  them  ; they  do  not  cxift 
in  report  only!  they  are  adually  on  loot.  MalOM. 

* Sont  dear  cauft  — Some  impottont  bulincfi.  See  Vol.  XVII.  f. 
ig i , o.  7.  Malon* 

So,  in  Romo  and  Juliti  : 

“ a ring,  that  I muft  ufe. 

41  la  itar  employment.”  Stjl&vimV. 
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SCENE  IV. 

The  fame.  A Tent. 

Enter  Cordllia,  Pbyfician,  and  Soldiers. 

Cor.  Alack,  ’tis  be;  why,  he  was  met  even  now 
As  mad  as  the  vex’d  fea:  finging  aloud; 

Crown’d  with  rank  fumiter,  and  furrow  weeds. 
With  harlocks,  hemlock, 1 nettles,  cuckoo-flowers, 
Darnel,*  and  all  the  idle  weeds  that  grow 
In  our fuftaining corn. — A century  fend  forth; 
Search  every  acre  in  the  high-grown  field. 

And  bring  him  to  our  eye.  [£x/t  an  Officer.] — What 
can  man’s  wifdom  do, 

In  the  reftoring  his  bereaved  fenfc? 

He,  that  helps  him,  take  all  my  outward  worth. 

Phy.  There  is  means,  madam : 

Our  fofter-nurfc  of  natnre  is  repofe, 

1 Wilt  hatlock*.  Unlock,  tc.  ] The  quartos  read— With  Aar- 
Jocks  : the  folio  —With  hardokes.  Malone. 

I do  uot  lemember  any  fuch  plant  as  a hardoch,  but  one  of  tbe 
moil  common  weeds  is  a burdock,  which  [ believe  fhould  be  read 
here;  and  fo  Hanmer  reads.  Johnson. 

Hoi  docks  Lhould  be  harlcchs.  Thus  Drayton  in  one  of  hit 
JE  cloguts : 

“ The  honey-fuckle,  the  harheke , 

**  The  lilly,  and  the  lady-fmockt/’  8cc.  FARMER. 

One  of  the  readings  oller’d  by  the  quartos  ( though  mii-fpcU ) is 
perhaps  the  true  one.  Tbe  hoar-dock , is  the  dock  with  whitiih 
woollv  leaves.  Stf.evins. 

• Darnel , J According  to  Geitd,  is  the  tnojl  hurtful  of  weeds 
among  corn.  It  is  mentioned  in  The  Witches  of  Lantafhirt%  16^4: 
44  That  cockle,  darnel,  poppy  wild, 

•*  Mav  choak  his  grain/'  iic. 

9ce  Vol.  XI Y.  p.  94,  n.  9.  Steevens. 
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The  which  he  lacks ; that  to  provoke  in  him, 

Are  many  Graples  operative,  whole  power 
YY ill  clofe  the  eye  of  anguiflt. 

C011.  All  blefs’d  fecrets. 

All  you  unpublifh’d  virtues  of  the  earth, 

Spring  with  my  tears  ! be  aidant,  and  remediate, 

In  the  good  man's  diflrcfs! — Seek,  feek  for  him  ; 
Left  his  ungovcrn’d  rage  diffolve  the  life 
That  wants  the  means  to  lead  it.8 

Enter  a Meffenger. 

Mes.  Madam,  news; 

The  Britifh  powers  are  marching  hitherward. 

Cor.  ’Tis  known  before;  our  preparation  Hands 
In  expectation  of  them. — O dear  father, 

It  is  thy  bufmefs  that  I go  about; 

Therefore  great  France 

My  mourning,  and  important  2 tears,  hath  pitied. 
No  blown  ambition  3 doth  our  arms  incite, 

But  love,  dear  love,  and  our  ag’tl  father’s  right : 
Soon  may  l hear,  and  fee  him!  [Exeunt; 

* n*  m fans  In  had  it.  ] The  ^cafon  which  (hould  guide  it. 

JohkJon. 

* — — - important . . — . ] In  other  places  of  this  author  tor  <w/)0r- 
tunate  John.on. 

Sec  Vol.  A.  p.  3oo,  n.  S.  The  folio  reads,  importmti. 

Stefvens. 

* No  blown  ambition ] No  inflated,  no  fuelling  pride. 

Ecza  on  the  Spanith  armada: 

n Quitn  bene  le  ambitio  merfit  vanitTima,  ventus, 

“ Ei  lumidos  tumidz  vos  fuperaflis  equal. " JoHNSOM. 

In  Tht  M ad  Lover  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  the  tame  epithet 
is  given  to  ambiuou- 

Again,-ia  The  Litllt  Fmcb  Lawjir;  . 

||  I come  with  no  blown  fpiril  to  ahstfe  you.”  SntVBVS; 

Vol.  XX.  1 i 
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SCENE  V. 

A Room  in  Glower’s  Cajllc. 


Enter  Regan  and  Steward. 

Reg.  But  arc  my  brother’s  powers  fet  forth? 

Si  tw.  Ay,  madam. 

Keg.  Himfelf 

In  pet  fon  there? 

Stew.  Madam,  with  much  ado: 

Your  lifter  is  the  better  loldier. 

Reg.  Lord  Edmund  fpakc  not  with  your  lord  4 
at  home? 

Stew.  No,  madam. 

Reg.  What  might  import  my  lifter's  letter  to 

him  ? 

Stew.  1 know  nor,  lady. 

Reg.  ’Faith,  he  is  polled  hence  on  ferious  mat- 
ter. 


4 — — your  lord  — ] Tfie  folio  reads,  lord;  and  rightly. 

Goncril  not  only  conveifes  with  Loid  Edmund,  in  the  Steward's 
pretence,  but  prevents  him  from  fpeakiug  to,  or  even  feeing  her 
huiband.  RlTSON. 

The  quartos  read  — with  vour  lady.  In  the  msntferiptt  from 
which  they  were  printed  an  L only  was  pi ob.ibly  fet  down,  accord- 
ing to  the  mode  of  that  lime  It  could  be  of  no  confequencc  to 
Rcgau,  whether  Edmuud  (poke  with  Goncril  at  hr  me,  as  they  had 
travelled  together  fiom  the  cail  nf  Glofter's  caltle  to  the  duke  of 
Albany's  palace,  and  had  on  ti  e road  fuftcient  opportunities  for 
la\tog  thofc  plaus  of  which  Regan  was  appreheutive.  Ou  the  other 
baud,  Edmund's  abrupt  depaiture  without  even  fpeaking  to  the 
duke,  to  whom  he  was  lent  on  a commiflion,  could  not  but  appear 
myttcrioui,  and  excite  her  jcaiouly.  Malom, 
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It  was  great  ignorance,  Glofler’s  eyes  being  out, 

To  let  him  live;  where  he  arrives,  he  moves 

All  hearts  againft  us:  Edmund,  I think,  is  gone, 

In  pity  of  his  mifery,  to  defpatch 

His  nighted  life  ; 5 moreover,  to  defery 

The  llrength  o’  the  enemy. 

Stew.  I mufl  needs  after  him,  madam,  with  my 
letter.  6 

Reg.  Our  troops  fet  forth  to-morrow  ; flay  with 
ns ; 

The  ways  arc  dangerous. 

Stew.  I may  not,  madam  ; 

My  lady  charg’d  my  duty  in  this  bufinefs. 

Reg..  Why  Ihould  flic  writs  to  Edmund?  Might 
not  you 

Tranfport  her  purpofes  by  word?  Belike, 
Something — I know  not  what:  — I’ll  love  thee 
much. 

Let  me  unfeal  the  letter.7 

Stew.  Madam,  I had  rather — • 

Reg.  I know,  your  lady  does  not  love  her  huf- 
band ; 

I am  fore  of  that:  and,  at  her  late  being  here, 
She  gave  flrange  ceiliads,8  and  moll  fpcaking  looks 

* Hit  nighted  ///*;]  *•  e.  His  life  made  daik  as  night,  by  the 
extiudion  of  his  eyes.  STtEVIMI. 

6 wit k my  letter.  ] So  the  folio.  The  quartos  read— lelttri. 

The  meaning  is  the  fame.  Malone. 

* Ltl  me  uufeal-k. c.  ] I know  not  well  why  Shakfpeare  gives 
the  Reward,  wbo  is  a mere  fador  of  wickcdnefs,  fo  much  fidelity. 
He  now  refufes  the  letter;  and  afterwards,  when  he  is  d\iug, 
thinks  only  how  it  may  be  fafely  delivered.  Johnson* 

1 She  gave  f range  chiliads,]  Oullade , Fr.  a cad,  or  fig* 

aiheaut  glance  of  the  eye. 

li  2 
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To  noble  Edmund:  I know,  you  are  of  herbofom.' 
Stew.  I,  madam? 

Reg.  I fpeak  in  underftanding ; yon  are,  I 
know  it : * 

Therefore,  1 do  advife  yon,  take  this  note  : * 

My  lord  is  dead;  Edmund  and  I have  talk'd; 

And  more  convenient  is  he  for  my  hand, 

Than  for  your  lady’s: — You  may  gather  more.* 

If  you  do  find  him,  pray  you,  give  him  this  ; 4 
And  when  your  millrefs  hears  thus  much  from 
you, 

I pray,  defire  her  call  her  wifdora  to  her. 

So,  fare  you  well. 

If  you  do  chance  to  hear  of  that  blind  traitor. 
Preferment  falls  on  him  that  cuts  him  olF. 

Stew.  ’Would  I could  meet  him,  madam!  I 
would  lliow 


Greene,  in  hi*  Difputati on  between  a He  and  Sit  Coney. colcitrt 
l5gt : {peaks  of  “ amorous  glances,  finicking  otiliadtt,  " See. 

Steevens. 

* / Jfeak  in  1 mderjtandietgi  you  are,  I know  it.  ] Thus  the  folio. 
The  quartos  read — in  underftanding,  jo r I intw'l.  Malone. 

So,  in  Tit  Winttr't  Tali:  11  1 fpeak  is  my  underftanding  in» 

ftruds  me."  Steevens. 

*  1 do  advife  you,  fait  tiii  note  : ] Holt  means  in  this  plat* 

not  a letter,  but  a remark.  Therefore  clftmt  what  1 am  hying. 

Johnson* 

So,  in  Mta/urt  for  M tafurt : 

•• tales  noli  of  what  it  done."  Steevens. 

* — — Tea  may  galktr  more.  ] You  may  infer  more  than  I hart, 
dirediy  told  you.  Johnson. 

So,  in  King  Henry  VI.  P.  It 

“ Thou  art  my  heir;  the  reft  I wiih  tbee  talker." 

Steeven*. 

* - 1—.  give  iim  tbit  j J I fuppofe  Regan  here  delivers  a ring  oi 
fame  other  favour  to  the  Steward,  to  be  conveyed  to  Edmund. 

Maloh% 
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What  party5  I do  follow. 

Reg.  Fare  thee  well.  [Exeunt. 

SCENE  VI.r 

The  Country  near  Dover. 

Enter  Gloster  and  Edgar,  drejs'd  like  a Peafant. 

Glo.  When  fhall  we  come  to  the  top  of  that 
fame  hill? 

Edg.  Yon  do  climb  up  it  now : look,  how  we 
labonr. 

Glo.  Metbinks,  the  ground  is  even. 

Edg.  Horrible  fleep : 

Hark,  do  you  hear  the  fea? 

Glo.  No,  truly/ 

Edg.  Why,  then  yonr  other  fenfes  grow  imper- 
feft 

By  yonr  eyes’  angnilh. 

Glo.  So  may  it  be,  indeed: 

Methinks,  thy  voice  is  alter’d  ; * and  thou  fpeak’ft 
In  better  phrafe,  and  matter,  than  thou  didfl. 

0 Wkat  party ] Quarto,  Wkat  lady,  Johnion. 

6 Scan*  VI.  ] This  feene,  and  the  ftiatagem  by  which  Gloftcr 
ii  cured  of  hit  dcfperatioo,  are  wholly  borrowed  from  Sidney'* 
Jreadta , Book  II.  Johnson. 

* No , trufy,  ] Somewhat,  neceflary  to  complete  the  meafure, 
is  omitted  in  this  or  the  foregoing  hemiftich.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr 
fupplics  the  defeft,  though  perhaps  but  awkwardly,  by  reading  — 

No  truly,  not.  Stccvsns. 

• — —*  iky  voitr  it  alltt'd  ; l*'.]  F Igar  ilteri  hi*  toic*  ia  ord*r 
to  pals  afterwards  fora  malignant  fpuit.  JviTiOx. 

It  3 ' 
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Edg.  You  are  much  deceiv’d ; in  nothing  am  I 
chang’d. 

But  in  my  garments. 

Glo.  Methinks,  you  are  better  fpoken. 

Edg.  Come  on,  fir;  here’s  the  place: — hand 
Bill. — How  fearful 

And  dizzy  ’tis,  to  cad  one’s  eyes  fo  low!* 

1 he  crows,  and  choughs,  that  wing  the  midway 
air, 

Show  fcarce  fo  grofs  as  beetles:  Half  way  down 
Hangs  one  that  gathers  famphire ; dreadful  trade  !* 


1 ■ ■ Ho  «•  fearful 

And  dizzy  'tn,  to  caflone'i  tytt  fo  fov/]  This  defcription  lias 
been  much  admired  fincc  the  t me  of  Addifon,  who  hat  remarked, 
with  a poor  attempt  at  pleafintry,  tint  “ he  who  can  read  it 
wiil'OU'  bring  uiddy,  hat  a very  good  head,  or  a very  bad  one.** 
The  drfeuption  i$  certainly  not  mean,  but  I am  far  from  thinking 
it  wtovjght  to  the  ulmoft  excellence  of  poetry.  He  that  look*  from 
a precipice  finds  Imnfrlf  aflailed  by  one  great  and  dreadful  image 
of  irrefiflible  d<ftiudion.  But  til  is  overwhelming  idea  is  diffipated 
and  enfeebled  from  the  inftani  that  the  mind  can  rettore  itfelf  to 
the  obfcivatioo  of  particulars,  and  diffufe  its  attention  to  diflin# 
ohj»tt‘.  The  enumeration  of  the  choughs  and  orows,  the  famphire- 
nun,  and  i*  c hlhcrs,  counteract  the  gTeat  rfi'efl  of  the  ptofpcC, 
as  it  peoples  the  defert  of  intermediate  vacuity,  and  (fops  the  mind 
io  the  rapidity  of  its  defeent  through  emptinefs  and  horror. 

Johnson.' 

It  is  to  be  confidered  that  Edgar  is  deferibing  an  imaginary  pre- 
cipice, and  is  not  therefore  fuppofed  to  be  fo  ftrongly  imprefled 
with  the  dreadful  profpeC  of  inevitable  dtftruflion,  as  a perfon 
• would  be  who  really  found  hirotclt  on  the  brink  of  one. 

M.  Mason. 


9 — — Heff  u ay  dot* n 

H mgs  one  that  gathers  famphire;  drealfnl  tradf!]  11  Smfhiro 
prows  in  great  plenty  on  mod  of  the  fea-clilfs  in  this  country:  it 

i»  terrible  to  fee  how  people  gather  it,  hangiug  by  a rope  feveral 
fahom  from  the  top  of  the  impending  rocks  as  it  were  in  the  air." 
Smith's  Hi/ior } of  Wait  ford,  p.  3t5.  edit.  1774.  Tolley. 

This  prtf'Miage  is  not  a mere  cieature  of  Shaklpcare's  imagination, 
for  the  gat  .ering  of  famphire  was  literally  a trade  or  common  oc- 
cupation in  his  time,  it  bung  cariicd  and  cried  about  the  ftrccis. 
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Mcthinks,  lie  feems  no  bigger  than  his  head: 

3he  fifbermen,  that  walk  upon  the  beach, 

Afpear  like  mice  ; and  > on’  tall  anchoring  bark, 
Dininifh'd  to  her  cock  ; * her  cock,  a buoy 
Alnoft  too  final!  for  fight:  1 he  murmuring  furge, 
1 ha.  on  the  unnumber’d  idle  pebbles  chafes, 
Cannot  be  heard  lo  high: — I’ll  look  no  more; 

Left  ny  brain  turn,  and  the  deficient  light 
rl  oppl:  down  headlong.* 

Glo  Set  me  where  you  ftand. 

Log.  Give  me  your  hand:  You  are  now  within 
a foot 


and  muchufed  at  a pickle.  So,  in  a fong  in  Hey  wood’s  Rape  of 
Lvcrere.  ii  which  the  evict  of  London  are  enumerated  under  (he 
title  of  (he  cries  of  Rome: 

•'  I ha*  rock -Jarr.phier,  rookfamp'' ier  ; 

“ 1 hws  go  (he  cries  in  Rome’s  faive  towne; 

“ Fiift  they  go  up  ftnet.  and  tticu  they  go  dowoe: 

44  Buy  a map,  a mil-mat  * Icc. 

Again,  in  Venner’t  Via  tetta,  &c  410.  1621  : 44  Samphire  it 
11  like  manner  prtferved  io  pickle,  and  eaten  with  rotates.  It  it 
a very  plcalaut  and  familiar  laucc,  and  agreeiug  with  man  s body.'* 

Malomi. 

* . . — her  cock  ; ] Her  cock-boat.  Johnson. 

So.  in  7 he  T age.ly  of  Hoffman,  1637: 

*4  ...  ■ ■ I cauled  my  lovd  to  Uap  luto  die  cock , See. — at  laft  our 
toik  «ud  wc  wcie  call  aihoie.'- 

Again,  in  the  ancient  bl.  I comedy  called  Common  Conditions : 

44  b Louche  oui  the  cocke,  hoiet,  and  fet  the  mailler  aihoare. 
44  Af  The  code  i»  lanfhed,  eche  man  to  his  oare  — 

44  Af  Buie,  come  up.  and  groundc  the  cocke  ou  the  fansle." 
Again,  in  Bivclay's  Skip  e j Fools: 

•*  . our  fhip  can  hold  no  more, 

44  Haufe  in  the  cocke  — 

Hence  the  term  cockfu min,  a petty  officer  in  a fhip.  SrervrNi. 

’ Topple  down  headlong.  ] lo  lOpfU  is  to  tumble.  I he  word 
U been  already  ufrd  in  Macbeth,  So,  in  Nalh  s Li nlen  Stuff, 

Lc.  *399:  “ fifty  people  toppled  up  their  heels  there.’* 

Ag»n : 44 he  had  thought  to  have  toppled  his  burning  car, 

Lc.  uio  the  lea."  SmviNi. 

ii  4 
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Ofithe  extreme  verge:  for  all  beneath  the  moon 
Would  1 not  leap  upright.  * 

Glo.  Let  go  my  hand. 

Here,  friend,  is  another  ptirfe  ; in  it,  a jewel 
Well  worth  a poor  man’s  taking  : Fairies,  and  gals, 
Prolper  it  with  thee!  Go  thou  further  off; 

Bui  me  farewell,  and  let  me  hear  thee  going. 

Ldg.  Now  fare  you  well,  good  fir.  [Serwj  0 go. 
Glo.  With  allmybcart. 


J ■ . — — fer  all  beneath  Ike  noon 

Would  1 not  leaf  uplift.  ] But  what  danger  is  in  lejpinfc  up - 
wards  or  downwardtl  He  who  leaps  thus  mud  needs  fall  again  on 
his  ieei  upon  the  place  from  whence  he  rofe  We  (houli  read  : 
Would  I uoi  leap  out'ight; 

5.  e.  forward:  and  then  being  on  the  verge  of  a piecipic-  he  mud 
needs  fall  headlong.  WauBURTON. 

I doubt  whether  the  word — outright,  was  even  in  ufe  at  the  time 
when  this  play  was  written. 

Up right*  with  the  ftiifi  definition — “ perpendicularly  ertfJ ,'*  is 
abfuid  ; for  fuch  a leap  is  pksfteally  impoflible.  Upright  is  barely 
expletive:  "upwards," — “ from  the  ground."  Farmir. 

One  of  the  fcnfci  of  the  word  upright  in  Shakfpearc’s  lime,  was 
that  iu  which  it  is  now  uf«d.  So,  in  The  TemfeJI: 

41  — time  goes  upright  with  his  carriage.** 

Again,  in  Florio's  tranflatinn  of  Montaigne's  tjfnys , iGo3  : 

44  I have  feenc  a man  take  his  fullcaner:  Handing  boult  upright 
on  both  his  fcelc  in  the  faddle." 

And  with  this  Jignificaiion,  I have  no  doubt  it  was  ufed  herr. 
Every  man  who  leaps,  ia  his  fi»ft  clfort  to  raife  himtelf  from  tie 
ground,  Jprings  up’ight.  Far  from  tbiuking  of  leaping  joruari , 
for  which,  being  certain  deflrudiou,  nothing  could  compenfatc, 
Edgar  fays,  he  would  not  for  all  beneath  the  moon  ruu  the  ii(k  of 
even  deaping  upwards. 

Dr.  Waiburton  idly  objefls,  that  he  who  leaps  upwards,  mufl 
needs  fall  again  on  bis  feet  upon  the  fame  place  from  whence  be 
tofe.  If  the  commentator  bad  tried  fuch  a leap  within  a foot  of 
the  edge  of  a precipice,  before  be  undertook  the  tcviGou  of  thefe 
plavs,  the  world  would,  l fear.  Lave  been  deprived  of  his  labours 

Upright  in  our  author's  time  meant  alfo  Jufinut.  Sec  Min(heu)  * 
Did.  1617:  “ Upright,  or  on  the  back,  with  the  face  upwarl. 
O renvcife,  ventre  cn  haul.  L.  fupinus,  refupious:*'  but  ilia 
Cejfc  is  here  iaadtnifliblc.  Malone. 
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Edg.  Why  I do  trifle  thus  with  his  defpair, 

Is  done  to  cure  it. 5 

Glo.  O you  mighty  gods ! 

This  world  I do  renounce;  and,  in  your  fights, 
Shake  patiently  my  great  affliction  oft: 

If  I could  bear  it  longer,  and  not  fall 
To  quarrel  with  your  great  oppofelcfs  wills, 

My  fnuff.  and  loathed  part  of  nature,  fhould 
Burnitfeif  out.  if  Edgar  live,  O,  blcfs  him  ! — 
Now,  fellow,  fare  thee  well. 

[ATe  leaps,  and  falls  along. 

Edg.  Gone,  fir?  farewell.'  — 

And  yet  I know  not  how  conceit  may  rob 
The  treafury  of  life,  when  liff  itfclf 
Yields  to  the  theft: 7 Had  he  been  where  he  thought. 
By  this,  had  thought  been  part.  — Alive,  or  dead? 
Ho,  you  fir  ! friend!  — Hear  you,  fir?  — fpeak! 
Thus  might  he  pafs  indeed : * — Yet  he  revives  : 
What  are  you,  fir  ? 


* Why  I do  Irijlt  thus  with  his  defpair , 

Is  done  to  cure  it.  ] Mr.  Theobald  and  Dr.  Warburton,  wh# 
read,  with  one  of  the  quartos  — 'Tie  done,  place  an  interrogation 
point  at  the  end  of  the  firft  of  tbefe  lines  ; but,  io  my  opinion 
improperly.  SlEBVENS. 

Is  done ] Thus  the  quarto  A,  and  the  folio.  The  other 

quarto  reads — Til  done.  Malone. 

* Gone,  Jit  1 farewell  ] Thus  the  quartos  aod  folio.  The  mo- 
dern editors  have  been  conteot  to  read  — Good.  Jiry  See . St* fvfns. 

They  followed  the  arbitrary  alteration  of  the  editor  of  the  fecoad 
folio.  Malone.  » 

Perhaps,  a mere  typographical  error.  Steevfns. 

7 — — when  lift  iiftlf 

Yields  to  the  theft  t]  When  life  is  willing  to  be  deftroyed. 

JOHNSON, 

* Thus  mi^ht  he  p:»fs  indeed:  ] Thus  might  he  die  io  reality. 
We  ftill  ufe  the  word  PeJJinf  bell,  Johnson. 

So,  in  Kinf  Hen>y  Vi.  P.  II : 

“ Difluib  him  not,  let  him  pafs  peaceably."  Stiivkns. 
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Glo.  Awav,  and  let  me  die. 

Edg.  Had’ft  thou  been  augiit  but  goffmuer, 
feathers  air.  * 

So  many  fathom  down  precipitating, 

1 hou  had’d  Ihivcr’d  like  au  egg:  bat  thou  doll 
breathe ; 

Haft  heavy  fubitance;  bleed’ft  not;  fpeak'ft;  art 
found. 

Tenmiafts  at  each  make  not  the  altitude,  3 

Which  thou  haft  perpendicularly  left  ; 

Thy  life’s  a miracle : Speak  yet  again. 

Glo.  But  have  1 fallen,  or  no  ? 


• Had* /l  thou  l*4n  aught  lut  gofTomer,  feathers,  air,  ] GoJJomorci 
the  white  and  cob  vcb-like  exhalations  lhat  fly  about  iu  hoi  funny 
veatber.  Skinner  favi,  in  a book  called  The  trench  Gardiner,  it 
fignifie*  the  down  of  the  fow-thifllc,  which  is  diivca  10  and  fro 
by  (he  wind : 

44  As  fure  Tome  wonder  on  the  caufe  of  thunder, 

11  On  ebb  and  flood,  on  <Jfomtr  a^id  raift, 

44  And  on  all  things,  till  that  the  caufe  is  wift.*’  GrfY. 

The  fubflance  called  Goflamer  is  formed  of  the  eollcded  weba 
of  flving  fpideu.  and  during  calm  weather  in  Autumn  lomctiaacs 
falls  in  amazing  quantities.  Holt  WHirr. 

Sec  Romeo  and  Juliet,  \£t  II.  fc.  vi.  Malonf.. 

* Ten  majlt  at  each  make  not  the  altitude , J So  Mr.  Pope  found 

it  in  the  old  editions;  and  feeing  it  corrupt,  judicioufly  conceit  d 
it  to  attacht.  But  Mr.  Theobald  uforei  agaiu  the  old  noufeufe, 
at  each.  Warhurton. 

Mr  Pope’s  coojedure  may  ftand  if  the  word  which  he  ufes  were 
kn  own  in  our  author's  time,  but  1 think  it  is  of  later  inuoiiu&iou. 
We  may  fjy: 

Ten  mails  on  end J^H'JSON. 

Perhaps  we  fliould  read  at  reach,  i.  e.  extent. 

In  Mr-  Rowe's  editions  it  is,  Tm  majlt  at  lead.  SteeveN*. 

len  rr.a fit  at  each  make  not  the  attitude,  ] i.  e-  each,  at,  or  near, 
lire  other  Such  1 fuppofc  the  meaning,  if  the  text  be  right;  but 
ft  is  probably  coriupt.  The  word  attach'd  certainly  exifled  in 
S akfpcare's  time,  but  was  wot  ufed  in  the  frnfc  required  here  la 
Bullokar’t  Engtifh  Exfoftor , 8vo.  1G16  to  attach  is  interpreted, 
44  To  lake,  lay  hold  ou.'  It  was  vet  Sum  jura,  Malone. 
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Edg.  From  the  dread  fummit  of  this  chalky 
bourn : 4 

I 00k  np  a height;  — the  fhrill-gorg'd  lark  fo  far 
Cannot  he  feen  or  heard : do  but  look  np. 

Glo.  Alack,  I have  no  eyes.  — » 

Is  wretchednefs  depriv’d  that  benefit, 

To  end  itfclf  by  death  ? ’ l'was  yet  fome  comfort, 
When  mifery  could  beguile  the  tyrant’s  rage, 
And  fruftrate  his  proud  will. 

Edg.  Give  me  your  arm  : 

Up : — So ; — How  is’t  ? Feel  yon  your  legs  ? You 
fland. 

Glo.  Too  well,  too  well. 

Edg.  This  is  above  all  firangenefs. 

Upon  the  crown  0’  the  cliff,  what  thing  was  that 
Which  parted  from  you  ? 

Glo.  A poor  unfortunate  beggar. 

Edg.  As  I flood  here  below,  methonght.  his  eyes 
Were  two  full  moons  ; he  had  a thouland  nofes, 
Homs  whelk'd, 5 and  wav’d  like  the  enridged  fea  ; 8 

4 — chalky  bourn  :]  Bourn  feems  here  to  fignify  a hill.  It* 

common  Ggfijfication  is  a bro»k.  Milton  in  Comus  ufes  bojky  hum% 
in  the  fame  fenfc  perhaps  with  Shaklpraie.  But  in  both  authors 
it  may  mean  only  a boundary.  Johnson. 

Here  it  certainly  means  44  this  chalky  boundary  of  England, 
towards  France.''  Stfivens. 

6 Horns  whelk'd,]  Whelk' d^  l believe,  GgniGes  varied  with  protu- 
berances. So,  in  King  Henry  V.  FlueMcn  fpeaking  of  Bardolph: 
“ his  face  is  all  bubuklts,  aod  uhelkt"  8cc.  Stuvens. 

1 willed,  convolved.  A welk  or  whilk  is  a fun  all  (hcli-fafli. 
Drayton’s  in  his  Morlimmados , 4to.  1596,  feems  to  ufe  this  parti* 
ciple  in  the  fenfc  of  rolling  or  curled: 

“ Hie  funny  palfreys  have  tbeir  traces  broke, 

“ And  felling  fuc  upon  the  vnlked  Ihrouds 
“ Now  through  the  heaven  flic  gadding  fiom  the  yoke." 

Malone. 

* — — enridged  fea  ; J Thus  the  410.  The  folio  enraged. 

Steevens. 
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It  was  Come  fiend;  Therefore,  thon  happy  father. 
Think  that  the  cleared  gods, 7 who  make  them  ho* 
nours 

Of  men’s  impolfibilities, 8 have  preferv’d  thee. 

Guo.  I do  remember  now:  henceforth  I’ll  bear 
Affh&ion,  till  it  do  cry  out  itfelf, 

Enough,  enough,  and,  die.  That  thing  you  fpeak  of, 
I took  it  for  a man  ; often  ’twould  fay, 

The  Jicnd,  ihe  fiend : he  led  me  to  that  place. 

Ldg.  Bear  free  and  patient  thoughts. 9 — But  wh* 
comes  here  ? 

Enter  Lear,  JanlaJlically  drcjfcd  up  with  Jlowers. 

The  fafef  fenfc  will  ne’er  accommodate 
His  mailer  thus.  8 

Enridged  was  eerlaiuly  our  author's  word  j for  he  has  the  fame 
exprcflion  in  his  Venus  and  Adonis: 

“ Tiil  the  wild  waves  will  have  him  feeo  no  more, 

14  Whofe  tiJges  with  the  meeting  clouds  contend.'' 

Malone. 

*  the  cleared  gods,  ] The  pured  i the  mod  free  from  evil. 

• Johnson. 

So,  in  Timon  cj  Athens: 

44  Rods  ! you  dear  gods!** 

See  Vol.  XVI f.  p.  88,  n.  9.  Malone.  ’ 

* — — - who  make  them  honours 

Of  men's  impoflibilities,  ] Who  are  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  pre- 
ferve  men  io  hiuatiou*  in  which  they  think  it  itupodible  to  cfcape: 
Or,  perhaps,  who  derive  honour  from  beiog  able  to  do  what  man 
can  not  do.  Malone. 

Bv  men's  imfo[jibHities  perhaps  is  meant,  what  men  call  iropofi* 
bilities,  what  appear  ns  fucb  to  mere  monal  beings.  Steevens. 

* Bear  free  and  patient  thoughts.  ] To  be  melancholy  is  to  have 
the  mind  ehsined  dc.cn  to  one  painful  idea  ; there  is  therefore  great 
propriety  in  cxhoitioe  Gloltrr  to  free  thoughts,  to.  an  emancipation 
of  his  foul  from  grief  and  defpair.  Johnson. 

* Thr  faft  r J'nfe  uill  ne’er  accommodate 
His  rtajler  thus.  ] I read  : 

The  fa  tier  Jen  ft  will  at  tr  accommodate 
Hu  raajier  thus* 
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Lear.  No,  they  cannot  touch  me  for  coining;3 
I am  the  king  liimfelf. 

Edg.  O thou  fidc-piercing  fight ! 

Leah.  Nature’s  above  art  in  that  rcfpcft.  — 
There’s  your  prefs- money.*  That  fellow  handles 
his  bow  like  a crow  -keeper  : J draw  me  a clothier’s 


“ Here  it  Lear,  bat  he  muft  be  mad  : his  found  or  fan*  fcafci 

would  never  fuffer  him  to  be  thus  dirguifed.”  Johnson. 

I have  no  doubt  but  that  fajtr  was  the  poet's  word.  So,  in 
Meafure  Jor  Meafurt : . 

• **  Nor  do  I think  the  man  of  faft  diferetion 
“ That  does  affed  it.”  Stbevens. 

J i — y**  coining  ; ] So  the  quartos.  Folio — for  crying, 

Malons. 

* Tint's  your  prefs-raoney.  ] It  is  evident  from  the  whole  of  this 
fpeech,  that  Lear  fancies  himfelf  io  a battle:  but,  lints  your 
prefs-monty  has  not  been  properly  explained.  'It  means  the  money 
which  was  paid  to  foldicrs  when  they  were  retained  in  the  King’s 
fervice;  and  it  appears  from  fome  antieut  ftatutes,  and  particularly 
7 Henry  VII.  c.  i.  and  3 Henry  VII I . c.  5.  that  it  was  felony  in 
any  foldier  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  King's  fervice  after  re- 
ceipt of  this  money,  without  fpecial  leave.  On  the  contrary,  he 
was  obliged  at  all  times  to  hold  himftlf  in  rtadinejs.  The  terra  is 
from  the  French  11  preft,"  ready.  It  is  written  prejl  in  feverai 
places  in  King  Henry  Vllth's  Book  of  houfhoid  cxpcnces  Hill 
preferved  in  the  Exchequer.  This  may  fsrve  alfo  to  explain  the 
following  paftage  io  Ad  V.  fc.  ii.  “ And  turn  our  imfrejl  lances 
in  our  eyes;”  and  to  corred  Mr.  Whalley's  note  in  Hamlet , Ad  I. 
fc.  I.  — “ Why  fuch  im/rr/i  of  (hipwrights  ?”  Douce. 

1 That  fellow  handles  his  how  like  a crow-keeper:  ] Mr.  Pope  in 
his  lad  edition  reads  tow-iefftr.  It  is  certaio  we  mull  read  now- 
keeper.  In  fcveral  counties  to  this  day,  they  call  a (lulled  figure, 
reprefeuting  a man,  and  armed  with  a bow  and  arrow,  ftt  up  to 
fright  the  crows  from  the  fruit  and  and  corn,  a uQw-kteptry  as  well  a§ 
a fcare-crow.  Thiobalo. 

This  trov.ietper  was  fo  common  io  the  author's  time,  that  it  fa 
one  of  the  few  peculiarities  mentioned  by  Ortdioi  in  his  account 
•f  ourifland.  Johnson. 

So,  in  the  48th  Idea  of  Drayton  : 

“ Or  if  thou'lt  not  thy  archery  forbear, 

11  To  fome  bafe  raflic  do  thyfelf  prefer  y 
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yard."  — Look,  look,  a moufe  ! Peace,  peace this 

piece  of  toafled  cheefe  will  do’t I here’s  my 

gaumlet ; I’ll  prove  it  on  a giant. — Bring  up  the 
brown  bills.1  — O,  well  flown,  bird  ! — i’  the  clout,3 
i’  the  clout:  bevvgh  ! — Give  the  word.4 


41  Arnl  when  corn's  Town,  or  grown  ioto  the  ear, 

“ Pia&ife  thy  quiver  and  turn  crow -keeper." 

Mr.  Toilet  informs  «ne,  that  Markham  in  hit  Farewell  to  Hvf-* 
band*y%  fays,  that  fuch  Levants  ate  called  hcld-kccpen,  or  ersu/- 
kttptrs . SlBLVLNS. 

So,  in  Bonduca.  by  Fletcher: 

“ Can  thefc  fight?  They  look 

“ like  empty  fcabbatds  all;  no  mettle  in  them; 

41  Like  men  oj  clouts.  fet  to  keep  crows  from  orchards." 

Sec  alfo  Rtrr.to  and  Juliet.  Ad  I.  fc.  iv.  Malone. 

The  following  curious  psffage  in  Latimer's  Fruitful  Sermcni. 
i58j,  fol  69.  will  ihow  how  iudilpenfublc  was  piadice  to  enable 
an  archer  to  habile  his  bow  (ViHully.  44  In  my  time  (favs  the  good 
bi (hop)  my  poor  father  was  diligent  to  teach  me  to  (hoote,  as  to 
Icanie  me  any  other  thing,  and  fo  1 thinke  other  men  did  their 
children.  He  taught  me  how  to  draw,  howe  to  lay  my  body  in 
my  bow,  and  not  to  drawe  with  ftnngth  of  armes  as  other  nations 
doc,  but  with  (Length  of  the  bodye.  1 had  my  bowes  bought  me 
accordiog  to  my  age  and  Rrength  : as  I encreafed  in  them,  fo  my 
bowes  were  made  bigger  and  bigger : for  men  (hall  neuer  (hoote 

well,  except  they  be  brought  up  iu  it."  Holt  White. 

9 draw  me  a clothier's  yard.]  Perhaps  the  poet  had  in  hi? 

mind  a flanza  of  the  old  ballad  of  Chety-Chace : 

44  An  anow  of  a cloth-yord  long. 

u Up  10  the  head  drew  he,"  See.  Steevens. 

* — — the  brown  bills  j A bill  was  a kind  of  battle-axe,  afiixcA 
to  a long  Half : 

44  Which  is  the  conftable’s  houfe  ?— 

44  At  tbc  figu  of  the  brown  bill." 

Blurt  Mr.  Conjltblty  1602* 
Again,  in  Marlowe’s  Edward  II.  162a: 

44  Lo,  with  a band  of  bowmen  and  of  pikes, 

44  B’own  bills , and  targetiers,"  See.  Steevens. 

See  Vol.  VI.  p.  3o3-4,  n.  6.  Malone. 

? 0,  will  Jlou m,  bird  ! — i’  the  clout,  h**.]  Lear  is  here  rav* 
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Eno.  Sweet  marjoram. 

Lear.  Pals. 

(jLO.  1 know  that  voice. 

I ear.  Ha!  Goneril!  — with  a white  beard  ' * • — 
They  flatter’d  me  like  a dog ; 6 and  told  me,  1 had 
white  hairs  in  my  beard,  ere  the  black  ones  were 
there.'  lofay  ay,  and  no,  to  everything  1 faid!  — 
Ay  and  no  too  was  no  good  divinity.  When  the 


log  of  archery,  and  (hooting  at  huts,  a*  ft  plain  by  the  words  i* 
Ike  clout , that  is,  the  white  mark  the*  fet  up  and  aim  at:  hcucc  tit* 
phrafe,  10  Si/  the  white.  Warburton. 

So,  in  The  Two  Maids  of  Motet  lathe , 1609  : 

Change  your  mark,  Ihooi  at  a white}  come  flick  me  in  the 
alout . fir." 

Again,  in  Tamlurlaine , &e.  i5got 

“ For  kings  are  clouts  that  every  man  fhoots  at.** 

Again,  in  How  to  tkoofe  « gnod  Wife  from  a had  One , 160a  J 

/*» who  could  mils  the  clout , 

»•  Having  fucb  ftcady  aim?” 

Mr.  Heath  thinks  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  calling  an  arrow 
a bird,  fiom  the  iwifintfs  of  its  flight,  elpecially  when  immediately 
preceded  bv  the  words  well-flown:  but  it  appears  that  well -flown  bird, 
was  the  lalconer  s exprelhou  when  the  hawk  was  lucceisful  in  her 
flight  } and  is  fo  uied  io  A Woman  hill'd  with  Kindnefs. 

Steevfns. 

The  quartos  read  — O,  well  flown  bird  in  the  ayrt,  Hugh,  give 
the  word.  Malone 

h Givi  the  word  ] Lear  Tuppofes  himfclf  in  a earrifon,  and 

before  he  let*  Edgar  pafs,  requires  tne  watch-word.  Johnson. 

s — — Ha!  Goneril  ! — with  a uklle  heard l J So  reads  the  folio, 
properly  ; the  Quarto,  whom  the  latter  editors  have  followed,  has, 
Ha!  Gonenl , hi!  Hegan!  they  flattered  me,  &c.  which  is  not  fo 
forcible.  Johnson. 

**  They  falter’d  me  like  a dog;]  They  played  the  fpaniel  to  me. 

Johnson. 

1 and  told  me , I had  white  hairs  in  my  heard , ere  the  black 

art's  were  there.  ] (hey  told  me  that  I had  the  wifdom  of  age, 

before  1 had  attained  to  mauhood.  Malone, 
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rain  came  to  wet  me*  once,  and  the  wind  to  make 
me  chatter;  when  the  thunder  would  not  peace  at 
niv  bidding;  there  1 found  them,  there  1 fmelt  them 
ont.  Go  to,  they  are  not  men  o’  their  words : they 
told  me  1 was  every  thing ; ’tis  a lie ; I am  not  ague- 
proof. 

Glo.  The  trick  of  that  voiceT  do  well  remember: 
1s  t not  the  king  ? 

Lear.  Ay,  every  inch  a king: 

VVli  en  I do  flare,  fee,  how  the  (ubjcfl  quakes.  * 

I pardon  that  man’s  life:  What  was  thy  canfe  ? — ■ 
Adulltry 

Thou  fhalt  not  die : Die  for  adultery!  No: 

The  wren  goes,  to’t  and  the  fmall  gilded  fly 
Does  lecher  in  my  fight. 

Let  copulation  thrive,  for  Glofler’s  baflard  foa 
Was  kinder  to  his  father,  than  my  daughters 
Got  ’tween  the  lawful  flieets. 

T o’t,  luxury,  * pell-mell,  for  I lack  foldiers.  — . 
Behold  yon’  fimpering  dame, 


f — — — When  the  rain  came  to  t net  tne  See.  ] Thi*  feems  to  be  an 
allulion  to  king  Canute's  behaviour  wbeu  bis  courtiers  Haltered 
him  as  lord  of  the  fea.  Stee.vf.ns. 

* 7 ht  trick  cj  that  voice ] Trick  (fays  Sir  Thomas  Hanmrr) 

is  a word  frequently  ufed  for  the  air,  or  that  peculiarity  in  a Jate% 
voice,  or  geflure,  which  dijtinguijhes  it  jrom  others.  We  Hill  fay 
»»  — he  has  a trick  of  winkiog  with  his  eyes,  of  fpeaking  loud,** 
Ice.  STFrVfNJ. 

Sec  Vol.  XI.  p.  3oi,  n.  4.  Malone. 

• every  inch  a king: 

hike  s 1 do  Jlare , Jte%  how  the  fubjed  quakes.]  So,  in  Venus 
sad  Adonis: 

“ Who,  like  a king  perplexed  in  his  throne, 

“ By  their  fuggeftion  gives  a deadly  groau, 

“ Whereat  each  tributary  JuhjeR  quakes."  Malone. 

1 TYf,  luxury,  ire.  ] Luxury  was  the  ancient  appropriate  term 
for  tncon/infncf.  Sec  Mr.  Collins's  note  on  Troilus  and  Crejfids , 
Ad  V.  fc,  ii.  Steivins. 
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Whole  face  between  her  forks  4 prefageth  fnow  ; 

That  minces  virtue, 5 and  does  (hake  the  head 
To  hear  of  pleafure’s  name; 

The  fitchew,''  nor  the  foiled  horfe, 7 goes  to’t 
With  a more  riotous  appetite. 

D own  from  the  waift  they  arc  centaurs,  * 

Though  women  all  above:  * 

But  to  the  girdle5  do  the  gods  inherit. 

Beneath  is  all  the  fiends’;*  there's  hell,  there’s 
darknefs, 


4 Whofe  face  between  her  fork* — ] The  conOrufiiOQ  it  not  ••  whole 
face  between  her  forks,**  &c.  but  “ whofe  lace  prefageth  fuow 
between  her  forks  ” So,  in  Timon,  Aft  IV.  fc.  iii: 

**  Whofe  blufb  doth  thaw  the  confccraied  foow 
“ That  lies  on  Diao’i  lap.”  Edwards, 

To  preferve  the  mode  fly  of  Mr.  Edwards's  hippy  exphnaion, 

F can  only  hiot  a reference  to  the  words  fourckeute  in  Cotgravc’t 
Dictionary.  S rtEVENf. 

* That  minces  vir/ue,]  Whofe  virtue  confids  in  appearance  only; 
in  an  atfcfted  delicacy  sod  prudery:  who  is  as  nice  and  fqueamah 
in  talking  of  virtue  and  of  the  frailer  part  of  her  fex,  as  a lady 
who  walks  mincingly  a lou  g : 

“ and  turn  two  mincing  fteps 

“ Into  a ruauly  tttide.”  Merchant  of  Venice.  Malone. 

This]  il  a pa  Gage  which  I (hall  not  venture  to  explain  further  than 
by  rccommcuding  a reconGderation  of  the  pilWc,  quotcu  by  Mr. 
Malone,  from  Tie  Merchant  of  Venice.  Steivins.  , 

6 The  fitchew,  | A polecat.  Pope. 

7  nor  the  foiled  hoife,]  StileJ  korfe  is  a terra  ufed  for  a 

horfe  that  has  been  fed  with  hay  and  corn  iu  (be  (table  during  the 
w inter,  and  is  turned  out  in  the  fpring  to  take  the  Grit  fltlfb  of  grai*, 
or  has  h cut  and  carried  in  to  him.  This  at  Outc  tlciufcl  the 
animal,  and  Gils  him  with  blood.  Steevens. 

1 Down  from  the  waift  they  ate  centaurs ,]  In  The  Malcontent,  is 

a thought  as  Gogular  as  this  : 

“ *Ii$  tow  about  the  iraraodeft  waifi  of  night.” 

Stefvfns. 

9 But  to  the  girdle  See.]  1o  inherit  in  Stiakfpcais  is,  to  poflefs. 

See  Vol.  IV.  p.  249,  u.  9.  but  is  here  ufed  for  only',  Malone. 

* Btncalh  is  all  the  fien  ds' i\  AcicrJiug  to  Grcciaa  fuperflitiou, 

Vol.  XX.  K It 
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there  is  the  fulphurous  pit,  3 burning,  fcalding, 
flencn,  conlumption  ! —Fie,  fie,  fie ! pah  ; pah  ! Give 
me  an  ounce  of  civet,  good  apothecary,  to  Ivvceten 
my  imagination:  there’s  money  for  thee. 

Glo.  O,  let  me  kifs  that  hand! 

Lear.  Let  me  wipe  it  firff ; it  fm  el  Is  of  morta- 
lity. 

Gto.  O min'd  piece  of  nature!  This  great  world 
Shall  Co  wear  out  to  nought.  — Dofl  thou  know  me  ? 

l.tAR.  I remember  thine  eyes  well  enough.  Doft 
thou  fquiny  at  me?4  No,  do  thy  word,  blind  Cu- 
pid; L’tl  not  love — Read  thou  this  challenge; 
murk  but  the  penning  of  it. 

Glo.  Were  all  the  letters  funs,  Icould  not  fee 
one. 

Log.  1 would  not  take  this  from  report; — it  is, 
/tnd  my  heart  breaks  at  it. 


cvctv  limb  nf  us  was  configned  to  the  charge  of  fotne  particular 
dei  v.  Gower,  De  ConJeJJione  Amantis , colaiges  much  on  it,  and 
concluded  bv  faying  : 

“ A'.d  Venus  through  the  lcicherie 
“ For  whiche  thei  hir  de i fie, 

»»  kept  all  dcune  Ike  renenant 
“ To  ihilkt  office  apper  lainant Collins. 

In  the  old  copies  the  preceding  as  well  as  the  latter  part  of  Lear’s 
fpoeeb  is  printed  as  prole  I doubt  much  whether  any  pari  of  ife 
was  intended  for  iiuiie.  Malone. 

9 three  is  tht  fulphurous  pit , 3cc.]  Perhaps  thefe  lines  fhould 

be  regulated  as  fallows: 

There  is  the  fulphurous  pit,  flench,  burning,  fcaldin£, 
Confumprion ; He,  fie,  fic  ! pah!  pah!  pah  ! 

An  ounce  oi  civet,  &c.  SircviNs. 

4 Dnft  tk fi*  fquiny  at  me  ? j To  fquinj  is  to  look  afquint.  The 
word  is  ufed  bv  our  poet's  fello  v-comedian,  Robert  Arinin,  in  A 
A' *{t  of,  News  kc  410.  t.609  : “ The  world— -Jquinies  at  this,  and 
looks  as  out  (corning.'*  Malone. 
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Iear.  Read. 

Glo.  W hat  with  the  cafe  of  eyes?* 

Lear.  O,  ho,  are  you  there  with  me?  No  eyes 
in  your  head,  tior  no  m<;ney  in  your  purfe?  Your 
eyes  are  in  a heavy  cafe,  your  purle  in  a light: 
Yet  vou  fee  how  this  w orld  goes. 

Glo.  1 fee  it  feelingly. 

Lear.  What,  art  mad?  A man  may  fee  how  this 
world  goes,  with  no  eves.  Look  with  thine  ears  : 
fee  how  yon’  juflice  rails  upon  yon’  fun  pic  thief. 
Hark,  in  thine  ear:  Change  places:  and  handy- 
dandy,6  which  is  the  jutlice,  rvliich  is  the  thief? — 

* What,  with  the  toft  of  tyesf]  Mr.  Rowe  changed  the  into 
this,  but  without  necciiily.  I have  reftnred  the  old  rending.  The 
4 aft  rf  ryes  is  the  fochet  of  cither  eye.  Statius  in  his  fittt  T heboid , 
Las  a fimilslr  exprtdion.  Speaking  of  Oedipus  he  fays: 

“ Tunc  vatuos  o*hs  crudutn  ac  mifcrable  vita: 

44  Supplicium,  oiteniaL  ccelo,  manibufque  oueutis 
41  Pulf.it  inane folum. 

14  Inaie  Jolum,  i.  e.  riacni  ocvlcrnm  loci.'* 

Shakfpcarc  has  the  expredion  again  in  The  Winter's  Taler 

44  — they  fee  m ’d  almoft,  with  llaiiug  on  one  another,  to  teat 
the  cafes  of  (heir  eyes.”  STf  f.VENS. 

In  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre,  1609,  we  have  the  fame  expredion  : 
44  — — her  eyes  as  jewcUlike, 

44  And  cas'd  as  richly/* 

Again,  ibidem: 

••  Her  eye- lids % cafes  to  thofe  heavenly  jewels 
44  Which  Pericles  hath  loft, 

44  Begin  to  part  their  fringes  of  bright  gold.” 

This  could  not  have  been  the  author's  word;  for  44  this  cafe  of 
eyes  ' in  the  language  of  his  time  Ggnihed — this  fair  cf  ( yes , a feuie 
dire&ly  oppofite  to  that  inteoded  to  be  conveyed.  Maione. 

* Change  places ; and , handy-dandy,]  The  words  change  places, 

and,  are  not  In  the  quartos.  Handy- dandy  is,  I believe,  a play 
among  children,  in  which  fomeihiog  is  (haken  between  two  hands, 
and  then  a guefs  is  made  in  which  hand  it  is  retained.  See  Florio's 
Italian  Did.  i5gS:  41  Bazr.icckiare.  To  (hake  between  two 

bauds;  to  play  handy -dandy,"  Coles  in  his  Latin  Did.  1679,' 
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Thou  haft  fccn  a farmer’s-  dog  bark  at  a beggar? 
Glo.  Ay,  fir. 

Lear.  And  the  creature  run  from  the  cur? 
There  thou  might’ll  behold  the  great  image  of 

authority:  a dog’s  obey'd  in  office 

Tliou  rafcal  beadle,  hold  thy  bloody  hand: 

Why  dofl  thou  lafh  that  whore?  Strip  thine  own 
back : 

* » 

Thou  hotly  luft’fl  to  ufe  her  in  that  kind 

For  which  thou  whipp’d  her.  The  ufurer  hangs 
the  cozener.- 

Through  tattei’d  clothes  fmall  vices  do  appear; 
Robes,  and  fuir’d  gowns,  hide  all.7  Plate  fin* 
with  gold. 

And  the  flrong  lance  of  juflicc  hurtlcfs  breaks: 

Ann  it  in  rags,  a pigmy’s  draw  doth  pierce  it. 
None  does  oflend,  none,  I fay,  none ; I’ll  able  ’em  ; 9 


renders  41  lo  play  handy-dandy,”  by  digilis  micare;  and  he  is  fol- 
lowed by  Ainfworth  ; but  they  appear  lo  have  been  cniflaken  ; at 
is  Dr.  Johnfou  in  hie  definition  in  his  Difliouary,  which  fee  ms  to 
l ave  been  formed  ou  ihc  paflage  before  us,  mifunderftood*,  He 
fay*.  Handy-dandy  is,  “ a play  iu  which  children  change  Lands  and 
fitter i.**  Malone. 

" Rein,  end  furr'd  g$urts,  hide  all.]  So,  in  The  Rape  of  Lucrece  : 
44  Hiding  bafe  fin  in  pleats  of  majtfty.”  Malone. 

From  hide  all  to  actujti's  tips*  the  whole  psffage  is  wanting  in 
the  full  edition,  beiog  added,  I fuppofe,  at  his  revifal.  Johnson. 

" Platt  f n J The  old  copies  read — Place  Co.  Mr.  Pope 

made  the  corredion.  Malone. 

So,  in  King  Richard  II: 

“ Thus  plated  in  habiliments  of  war.”  Stervens. 

p - I'll  allt  ’em:]  An  old  phrafe  fignifying  to  qualify,  or 

uphold  them.  So  Scogan,  contemporary  with  Chaucer,  fays: 

41  Set  all  my  lile  after  lliyne  ordinaunce, 

44  And  able  me  lo  mode  or  thou  dcmc."  WARBDRTOK. 

So  Chapman,  in  hi*  comedy  of  The  Widow's  Tiarsx  ifiia  : 

41  Admitted!  ay,  into  her  heart,  and  111  able  it.” 

Striven*. 
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Take  that,  of  me,  my  friend,  who  have  the  power 
To  feal  the  accafcr’s  lips.  Get  thee  glafs  eyes; 
And,  like  a fcurvy  politician,  fecin 
To  lee  the  things  thou  doll  not. — Now,  now,  now, 
now : 

Pull  off  my  boots: — harder,  harder;  fo 
Edg.  O,  matter  and  impertincncy  mix’d  ! 

Reafon  in  madnefs! 

Lear.  If  thou  wilt  weep  my  fortunes,  take  my 
eyes. 

1 know  thee  well  enough  ; thy  name  is  Glodcr: 
Thou  mull  be  patient ; we  came  crying  hither. 
Thou  know'll,  the  full  time  that  we  fmell  the  air. 
We  wawl,  and  try: ‘—1  will  preach  to  thee;  mark 
inc. 

Gi.o,  Alack,  alacjt  the  day ! 

Lear.  When  we  are  born,  we  cry,  that  we  are 
come 

To  this  great  flage  of  fools; — — This  a good 
block?1 


* Tkou  kncv'fli  ike  jrfi  tine  that  we  fmell  the  air, 

Vtt  waw!%  and  cry  : ] 

“ Vagituque  locum  lugubri  complct,  ut  xqunns  eft 
*k  Cui  taolu  m iu  viti  reftat  tranfut  malotum.  " Lucretius. 

SrBBVENS. 

3 This  a good  Hod  ?]  Perhaps,  we  (hould  read  — 

'Tis  a good  block.  RiTioN. 

Upon  the  king's  faying,  / will  preach  to  thee%  the  poet  ficmi  to 
have  meant  him  to  pull  off  lisa  hat,  aod  keep  turning  it  and  feeling 
it,  in  the  altitude  of  one  of  the  preachers  afthufe  times,  ( whom 
• I have  feen  fo  reprefemed  in  ancient  punts,)  till  the  idea  of  felly 
which  the  good  hat  or  block  was  made  of,  raifes  the  ftratagem  in 
his  brain  of  fhociag  a troop  of  borfe  with  a fabttauce  (oft  as  that 
which  he  held  and  moulded  between  his  hands  'ibis  m.tkes  hjut  if  art 
f ora  his  preachment.  — Blech  anciently  figr.jfied  the  head  part  of 
(lie  hat,  or  the  thing  on  which  a hat  is  Jarmidy  and  fometirors  the 
Itat  iifclf.  — Sec  Much  A Jo  about  Nothing:  “ He  weares  bis  faith 
but  as  the  fafhion  ot  his  hat  ,•  it  changes  with  the  aext  block." 
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It  were  a delicate  flratagem,  to  flioe 
A troop  of  horfe  with  felt:  4 I'll  put  it  in  proof; 

t 

Again,  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher’s  Wit  at  fever al  Weapons  : 

*•  I am  fo  haunted  with  this  b'oad-britn'd  hat 

44  Of  the  lafl  progrefs  block,  with  the  young  hatband.** 

Attain,  ill  The  I two  \i$rrj  Mil  maids,  1620:  44 uiy  haber- 

dalhcr  has  a uew  ( lock,  and  will  hud  cue  aud  all  my  generation  \tx 
bfauti*i*  &c. 

Again,  in  Decker's  Gul's  Hornbeok , jGoq  : 44  — that  cannot  ob- 
ferve  the  time  ol  his  hatband,  nor  know  what  fathion'd  block  is 
moll  kin  to  his  bead  ; lor  in  my  opinion,  the  biaiuc  that  cannot 
chufe  his  felt  well,"  See. 

Again,  in  7 he  Seven  deadly  Sinnej  of  London  by  Decker,  1G06. 
44  — 1 he  blocks  for  his  head  alters  falter  lhau  the  Jr/Zmakcr  can 
hue  hith." 

Again,  in  Run  and  a gieol  Cofi,  an  ancient  collodion  of  Epi- 
grams, 4to.  without  date,  Epigram  46.  In  Sixlinun: 

44  A pretty  blocke  Sextinus  names  his  hat; 

44  So  much  the  Htter  for  his  head  by  that.'"  Steevens. 

4 U were  a delicate  Jiratagfm,  to  Jhoe 

A troop  of  horfe  with  fell:  ] i.  e.  with  flocks  kneaded  to  a 
rrAfs,  a piaflicc  1 believe  (ometimes  ufed  iu  former  ages,  for  it  is 
meuiioucd  in  Ariojio : 

44  — fecc  nel  cader  fliepito  quanto 

44  Avefle  avuto  lotto  i piedi  i\  Jeltro.”  Johnson. 

F Shakfpearc  however  might  have  adopted  the  flratagem  of  flioe- 
ine  a troop  of  horfe  with  felt,  from  the  following  paflage  in  Feu- 
to  **  Tiogicalt  Dijcourfes,  410.  b.  1.  1567;  44  — • he  atiyrcth  him- 
i'cllt  for  the  puipofe  in  a night-gowoe  girt  to  hym,  with  a paire 
of  ,'h on  of  felte,  leafte  the  noyfe  of  bis  fcctc  thouldc  difeover 
bis  ./  inge,*'  P.  58. 

A 44111,  in  Hoj  or y Wotkt  for  a Cooper , an  ancient  pamphlet,  no 
date : 44  Their  advcifarics  are  very  eager:  the  faints  iu  heaven 

have  felt  o’  their  tongues”  Stcev'ens. 

T is  44  delicate  flraugtm’*  had  aftqally  been  put  in  praflice 
abrui  fifty  years  before  Shakfpraic  was  bom,  as  we  learn  f om. 
Lord  Herbert’s  Lift  of  Unity  l\e  Eighth,  p.  41.  44  And  now,'* 

fivt  that  hiftoii.iu,  44  1 avtng  icaftrd  the  ladies  royally  for  divers 
dr  «*.  be  ( Henry  ] departed  from  inurnay  to  Ltfle,  (O 8 i3.  i5»3,J 
wmher  hr  was  iuviled  by  the  lady  Margaret,  w:.o  caufcd  there  a 
juitc  to  be  held  in  an  t xtr«nrdioary  manner  ; the  place  being 
a fore-room  i.r.fed  hign  f<'iin  t’*e  ground  by  many  Heps,  and 
P4v*d  wills  black  fquaic  Hones  }ite  txuiblc  j while  Us  Urjes%  \o 
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And  when  1 have  flnlen  upon  thefe  fons-in-law, 
ri  hen,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill,  kill.5 

Enter  a Gentleman,  with  Attendants. 

Gent.  O,  here  he  is;  lay  hand  upon  him.— Sir, 
Your  moll  dear  daugluei— - 

Lear.  Norefcuei'  What,  a prifoner  ? 1 am  even 

The  natural  fool  of  fortune.6 Life  me  well; 

You  fliall  have  raolom.  Let  me  have  a (urgeon, 

1 am  cut  to  the  brains. 

Gent.  You  fliall  have  anything. 

Lear.  No  feconds?  All  myfelf? 

Why,  this  would  make  a man,  a man  of  fait,7 
To  ufe  his  eyes  for  garden  water-pots, 

Ay.  and  for  laying  autumn’s  duff.8 

prevent  Aiding,  vert  Jhoi  uith  ft f/ or  flock*  (the  Latin  word*  art 
Jtlit q Jive  iotmtnlo):  aficr  which  ihe  ladies  danced  all  night." 

Malone. 

* Tien , kill*  till,  tbc.]  This  was  formerly  (Tie  word  giveu  in 
the  Englilh  army,  when  an  onfet  was  made  on  the  enemy.  So,  in. 
yenus  and  Adonis  : 

44  Gi^es  fa'fe  alarms,  fuggefteth  mutiny, 

“ And  in  a peaceful  hour  doth  cry,  kill,  kill.'' 

Again,  in  7 he  Mirrour  (or  Ma*  hairs  ifilO.  p Si5: 

44  For  wf  ile  thr  Frruchmeit  ftelh  jfT.u.ltc<l  ftill, 

“ Our  EngltOimiu  came  bold!)  iorth  at  night, 

44  Crying,  Saint  George,  Salilbury,  kill.  kill, 

44  And  offer'd  fufhlv  with  ibtir  foes  to  fight. H MALONI. 

* Tke  natural  fool  of  fortune.  ] So,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet  : 

44  O,  I am  jo  tune's  fool  1"  Sinvtf.5. 

7 a man  of  fall,]  A man  of  fait  is  a man  of  tears.  In  All's 

Well  that  ends  Welt,  we  meet  with — 44  your  Jolt  tears'  bend;"  aid 
in  Troilus  and  Luffed  a,  44  the  Jolt  of  broken  tears."  Again,  in 
Cerielanus  - 

44  He  has  betray’d  your  bufinefs,  and  given  up, 

4*  For  certain  drops  of Jalty  your  city  Rome."  MALONI. 

* Ajy  and  tor  lofir.g  <au.'ur» ns  jvjl. J Tht(c  word*  arc  not  m the 
•lit.  M AXON*. 

Kk  4 


KING  LEAR. 


5o4 

Gent,  . Good  fir,*— 

Lear.  I will  die  bravely,  like  a bridegroom: 
What? 

I will  be  jovial ; come,  come  ; I am  a king, 

My  mailers,  know  you  that? 

Gent.  Yon  are  a toyal  one,  and  we  obey  you. 
Lear  I hen  there’s  life  in  it.1  Nay,  an  you  get 
it,  you  lhall  get  it  by  running.  Sa.  la,  fa,  fa. 

• [ Exit,  running  ; Attendants  follow. 

Gent.  A fight  moll  pitilnl  in  the  mcanefl  wretch  ; 
Faff  fpeaking  of  in  a king  !— Thou  hall  one  daugh- 
ter, 

Who  redeems  nature  from  the  general  curfc 
Which  twain  have  brought  her  to. 

It  DC,.  Hail,  gentle  fir. 

Gtnt.  Sir,  fpeedyou:  What’s  your  will? 

Log.  Do  you  hear  aught,  fir,  of  a battle  toward? 
Gent.  Moll  iure,  and  vulgar:  every  one  hears 
that. 

Which  can  difiinguifli  found. 

Edg.  Rut,  by  your  favour. 

How  near's  the  other  army? 

Gent.  Near,  and  on  fpeedy  foot;  the  main  def- 
cry 

For  the  fake  of  metre,  I have  here  repeated  the  prepofition  — 
Jor , which  appears  to  have  been  accidentally  omitted  iu  tbe  oid 
copies.  SLEEVE*'5* 

9 Cent.  Gor'd  jfr,]  Thefe  words  I have  refiored  from  one  of  the 
quartos.  In  ibe  other,  they  are  omitted.  The  folio  reads; 

— — biide^ioom — — Stfevehs. 

9 TArn  there's  lijt  in  i*/.]  The  cafe  is  not  yet  defperate. 

Johnson. 

So,  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra: 

%%  There's  lap  in’t  yet.**  Sixsvens. 
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Stands  on  the  hourly  thought.'' 

t dg.  I thank  yon,  fir:  that's  all. 

Gent.  Though  that  the  queen  on  ipcciai  caufe 
is  here, 

Her  army  is  mov'd  on. 

hue.  I thank  you,  fir.  [Exit. Gent. 

Glo.  You  ever-gentle  gods,  take  my  breath  from 
me  ; 

Let  not  my  worfer  fpirit  4 tempt  me  again 
To  die  before  you  pleafe ! 

Ldg.  Well  pray  you,  father. 

Glo.  Now,  good  fir,  what  are  you  ? 

Edg.  A moft  poor  man,  made  tame  by  fortune's 
blows  ;3 

Who,  by  the  art  of  known  and  feeling  furrows,* 


•  the  main  defcfj 

• Stands  on  'he  hourly  <£o«y(4/.]  The  m^iin  body  ii  expelled  io  be 

every  hour.  The  expreflioo  is  harfl).  Johnson. 

4  my  worfer  fpirit ] By  this  exprefliou  may  be  meant — 

«ny  evil  genius.  Steevins. 

5  made  tame  by  folium's  Hows.]  So,  in  Much  ado  ml  out 

nothing : 

“ Taming  ray  wild  heart  to  thy  gentle  baud." 

The  quartos  read  : 

made  lame  by  fortune's  blows.  Stlevtss. 

The  folio  has— raade  tame  to  fortune's  blows.  I believe  the  ori- 
ginal is  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  the  true  reading.  So,  im 
our  poet's  37th  Sonnet  : 

4i  So  I,  made  lame  by  fortune's  dcareft  fpight, — 

Malone. 

• Who,  by  the  art  of  known  and  feeling  farrows  t]  i.  e.  Sorrow*  paft  aud 
prefect.  Warburton. 

Hand  ignara  raali.  miferis  fjccurrere  difeo. 

I doubt  whether  feeling  is  not  ufed,  with  our  poet's  ufual  licence, 
Soijelt,  Sorrows k-iiO wo,  not  by  relation,  but  by  experience. 

Maeoni* 
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Am  pregnant  to  good  pity.  Give  ine  your  hand, 
I'll  lead  you  to  fonie  biding. 

Glo.  Hearty  thanks: 

The  bounty  and  the  benizon  ol  heaven 
To  boot,  and  boot! 

Enter  Steward. 

Stew.  A proclaim’d  prize!  Mod  happy! 

That  eyelefs  head  of  thine  was  fir  it  fram'd  flefh 
To  raife  mv  fortunes. — Thou  old  unhappy  traitor, 
Briefly  thyfelf  remember:’ — I’he  (word  is  out 
That  inull  deflroy  thee. 

Glo.  Now  let  thy  friendly  hand 

Put  ftrength  enough  to  it.  [ Edgah  opjiofes. 

Stew.  Wherefore,  bold  peafant, 

Dar'ft  thou  fupport  a publifh'd  traitor?  Hence; 
Led  that  the  infe&iou  of  his  fortune  take 
Like  hold  on  thee.  Let  go  his  arm. 

Ldg.  Chill  not  let  go.  zir,  without  vurther’eafion. 

Stew.  Let  go,  flave,  or  thou  died. 

Enc.  Good  gentleman,  go  your  gait,*  and  let 
poor  volk  pafs  And  ch’ud  ha’  been  zwagger’d 
out  of  my  life,  'tvvould  not  ha’  been  zo  long  as  tis 

* Brirjli  rtmmber :]  ».  e.  Quickly  recoiled  the  paft  offence* 

©f  t!  y life,  and  recommend  ihylclf  lo  heaven.  Wakiurion. 

So  Othello  Cam  to  Deldcmona: 

1 II  you  bethink  yo«ifcif  of  any  crime, 

•»  Uuiec  .licit  rl  2$  yet  to  heaven  and  grace, 

“ Soucii  for  i,  ftt  .ight."  Maioni. 

#  go  your  4»«|t]  Gtne  t our  gatt  is  a common  cxpreflBon  in 

the  North.  la  the  lalt  rebellion,  when  the  Scotch  folditrs  had 
finifhed  their  cxcrcife,  i«Hraa of  o ir  term  of  difmiihou,  ihcir  phr*tc 
»a»,  gahg  )cur  goitt.  SitfaVkh*. 
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by  a vortnight.  Nay,  come  not  near  the  old  man; 
Keep  out.  che  vor’ye,3 * * * * * 9  or  ile  try  whether  your 
coflard*  or  my  bat9  be  the  harder:  Ch’iil  be  plain 
with  you. 

Stew.  Out,  dnnghill! 

Enc.  Ch'ill  pick  your  teeth,  zir:  Come;  no 
matter  v’or  your  foins.4 

[They  Jight ; and  Edgar  knocks  him  down. 
Stew.  Slave,  thou  hall  Haiti  me: — Villain,  take 
my  purfe ; 

If  ever  thou  wilt  thrive,  bury  my  body; 

And  give  the  letters,  which  thou  find’fl  about  me, 
To  Edmund  carl  of  Gloller;'1  leek  him  out 


9 - - chr  vrr’je,  ] / warn  jots.  Edgar  counterfeit!  the  weftern 
dialed  Johnson. 

When  our  ancient  writers  have  occafion  to  introduce  a rtiftick, 
they  commonly  allot  him  this  Som crfcllhire  dialed.  Mercury;  in 
tlie  fecond  book  of  Ovid's  Mttamorphofxi , affumes  the  appeamnee 
of  a dawn,  and  our  tranflator  Golding  has  made  biin  fpeak  with 
the  provinciality  of  Shakfpcarc's  Edgar.  Steevens. 

* — i cor  coflaid  — * ] Co/lard , i.  c.  head.  So,  \a  K.  Rickard  III  s 
41  Take  him  over  the  cojlatd  with  the  hill  of  thy  (word." 

Steevehi. 

3 — my  bat ] i.  e.  club.  So,  in  Sftnjer  : 

44 a handfome  hut  he  held, 

44  On  which  he  leaned,  asoue  far  in  eld.” 

* Again,  in  Muadoms,  1598: 

44  With  this  ray  but  I will  beat  out  thy  brains.” 

Again,  in  7 he  Pinner  of  Waktjield,  1399: 

44 let  every  thing  be  ready, 

14  And  each  of  you  a good  but  ou  his  neck.”  SteeVFN*. 

Rather  in  this  place  a In  Suffer  a walking-flick  is  called 

a bat.  Halt  and  c/u*r  are  dtfltnguilhcd  in  Cotiolu nvi,  Act  I.  fc.  i. 
44  where  go  you  with  bats  and  clubs."  Holt  White. 

*  no  matter  vorjour  foins.  ] T§  Join,  is  to  make  what  wo 

call  a thfufi  in  fencing.  Shakfpcare  often  ufes  the  word. 

- 1$  Edmund  tart  oj  GtvJhrj]  Mr.  irnith  ha*  endeavoured, 
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Upon  the  Biiiifti  party: O,  untimely  death! 

[ Dies. 

Edg.  1 know  thee  well:  A fcrviceable  villain; 
As  duteous  to  the  vices  of  thy  miftrefs, 

As  badnefs  would  defire. 

Glo.  What,  is  lie  dead  ? 

Edg.  Sit  you  down,  father;  reft  you.— 

Let’s  fee  his  pockets : thefe  letters,  that  he  fpcaks 

of, 

May  be  my  fricuJs.—  He's  dead;  I am  only  forry 
He  bad  no  other  death’s- man. — Let  us  fee  : — 
Leave,  gentle  wax;  and,  manners,  blame  us  not: 
To  know  our  enemies'  minds,  we’d  tip  their  hearts; 
Their  papers,  is  more  lawful.6 


without  any  fucccfs,  to  pTove  in  a long  note,  that  we  ought  to 
read  —letUr  bom  here  aud  below,  bccaufc  the  Steward  bad  only 
one  letter  in  bis  pocket,  u irucly  that  written  bv  Goncril.  But 
there  is  no  need  oi  change,  for  Ulltrs  foimeriy  was  uled  like  efijiol at 
in  Latin,  when  one  only  was  intended  So,  in  Ad  I.  fc.  v.  Lear 
favi  to  Kent,  *4  Go,  you,  before  to  Gloller,  with  tk'fc  letters  ;** 
and  Kent  replies,  44  ! will  not  fleep,  ray  lord,  till  I have  delivered 
your  letter,"  Again,  iu  Ad  IV.  fc.  v.  the  Steward  fays  10  Regan, 

44  l mull  needs  after  him.  madam,  with  ray  Ulltrs  ''  meaning  only 
Gioeril's  letter,  which  Edgar  prefcnily  reads . Such,  as  I obferved 
ou  that  palTage,  is  the  reading  of  the  original  quarto  copies,  which 
in  the  folio  is  changed  to  letter.  Whether  the  Steward  had  alio  a 
letter  from  Regan,  it  is  »ot  here  treceffjry  to  inquire.  The  v-ords 
which  he  ufes,  do  not,  for  the  rcafou  l have  aftigned,  neccflarily  • 
imply  two  letters:  and  as  EJgar  finds  no  letter  from  Regan,  we 
mav  infer  that  when  fhe  faid  to  the  Steward  in  a former  feene, 
take  tkou  tkis,  (he  gave  bun  a ring  or  Tome  other  token  of  regard 
for  Edmund,  aud  not  a letter.  Malone. 

* To  kn<jui  cur  enemies'  winds*  we'd  rip  their  hearh; 

Tkeir  papers , is  mere  lawful.  ] This  is  daikly  expreffed:  the 

meaning  is,  Oar  enemies  are  put  upon  the  rack,  aud  torn  in 
pieces  to  extort  confeftion  of  their  fecrcls  ; to  tear  open  their  letters 
is  more  lawful.  Wariurton. 

we’d  rip ] Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  reads— u># 

rip.  The  editor  of  the  fccond  foho,.  iuirgi  .ii:g  that  papers  was 
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[reads.]  Let  cur  recipioial  vows  be  remember'd. 
You  have  many  opportunities  to  cut  him  off:  if  your 
will  want  not,  time  and  place  will  be  fruitfully  offered. 
There  is  nothing  done,  if  he  return  the  conqueror : Then 
am  I llu  prif oner , and  his  bed  my  gaol;  from  the  loath'd 
warmth  whereof  deliver  me,  and  fupply  the  place  Jor 
your  labour. 

Your  wife,  ( fo  I xoould  fay,)  and  your 
ajjeblionale  fervant,7 

Goneril. 

O undiflinguinrd  fpace  of  woman’s  will!* — 

A plot  upon  her  virtuous  hufband’s  life; 

And  the  exchange,  my  brother! — Here,  in  the 
fands, 

Xhee  I’ll  rake  up,  the  poft  unfanflified 3 


the  nominative  cafe,  for  ij  fubftituted  art : Their  papers  art  more 
lawful.  But  tbc  coftftru&ion  is,—  to  riff  their  papers,  is  more  law- 
ful. His  alteration,  however,  has  been  adopted  by  the  modern  edi- 
tors. Malone. 

7 ajfe  Atonal  t fervant,  ] After  Jtrvant , odc  of  the  quartos 

has  this  ftrange  continuation;  “ ■ ■ .—and  for  you  her  owue  for 
i venter , Goocnll.*’  Steevens. 

In  this  place  ! have  followed  tbe  quarto  of  which  the  Erft  Ggna-  * 

true  is  A.  The  other  reads — “ Your  [wife,  fo  I would  fay)  your 
aifi&ionate  fervanr;'*  and  adds  the  words  mentioned  by  Mr.  Stec- 
vcos.  The  folio,  reads — “ Your  [wife,  fo  1 would  fay)  affectionate 
fervant,  Goucril."  Malone. 

* 0 unJifinguifli’  d /pact  §f  woman's  mill ! ] Thus  the  folio.  Tbc 
quartos  read — of  woman's  wit  ! The  meauing  (fays  Dr.  Waiburton 
in  Sir  Thomas  H. timer's  edition.)  is,  »l  Tbc  variations  in  a wo- 
man’s will  arc  f u fudden,  and  their  liking  and  loathing  follow  fo 
quick  upon  each  other,  that  theic  is  uu  diftiuguiCbablc  ipace  between 
them.”  Malone. 

1 believe,  the  plain  meaning  it — 0 undijin^uijbing  licintioafnefs 
of  a woman’s  inclination!  ! S i livens. 

• 7 ’Ktrt  I'll  rake  tp%  lit  pofi  unfanffified  c-c.  ] I'll  eovtr  thee. 

In  Suffoidfhire,  to  jakt  the  fire,  is  to  cover  it  with  fuel  for  the 
night.  Johnson. 
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Of  murderous  lechers:  and.  in  the  mature  time. 
With  this  ungracious  paper  flrike  the  fight 
Of  the  death  practis’d  duke:*  lor  him  ’tis  well, 
1 hat  of  thy  death  and  bufinefs  I can  tell. 

[Exit  Edgar,  dragging  out  the  body. 
Glo.  The  king  is  mad:  Hoiv  fliif  is  my  vile 
fenfe. 

That  I (land  up,  and  have  ingenious  feeling3 
Of  my  huge  lorrows!  Better  I were  dillraft: 

So  fhould  my  thoughts  be  fever'd4  from  my  griefs; 
And  woes,  by  wrong  imaginations,  lofe 
'I  he  knowledge  of  ihemfclvcs. 


Re-enter  Edgar. 

■ Edc.  Give  me  your  hand: 

Far  off,  methinks,  I hear  the  beaten  drum. 

Come,  father,  I’ll  bellow  you  with  a friend. 

[ Exeunt. 


Th(  epithet,  unfanftifitd,  refers  to  Ms  want  of  burial  ia  confecraled 
ground.  Steevens. 

* tie  deatfi-prafiis' d duke  : ] The  duke  of  Albauy,  whofe 

death  is  machinated  by  pradite  or  treafou.  Johnson. 

3 — — and  have  ingenious  feeling  — ] Ingenious  feeling  fignifies 
a feeling  from  an  uodcrflanding  not  difturbed  or  difordeicJ,  but 
which,  repicfentiog  things  as  they  are,  makes  the  fenfe  of  pain' 
the  more  exquihte.  Warburton. 

§ — . — fever'd — — ] The  quartos  read  fenced.  Si  sevens. 
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SCENE  VIT. 

A Tent  in  the  French  ramp.  I EAR  on  a bed,  ojlecp  ; 
Pby fidai).  Gentleman,*  and  Othen,  attending: 
Euler  Cordelia  and  Kent. 

Cor.  O thoa  good  Kent,  how  flaall  I live,  and 
. work. 

To  match  thy  goodnefs?  My  life  will  be  too  fhort, 
And  every  meature  fail  me.6 

Kent.  1 o be  acknowledg’d,  madam,  is  o’er- 
pay’d. 

All  myrepoits  go  with  the  modetl  truth; 

Nor  more,  nor  clipp’d,  but  fo. 

Cur.  Be  better  fuited;^ 

Thefe  weeds  are  memories  of  thole  worfer  hours:* 

• — — Phjfician , Gentleman,  See.  ] In  the  quartos  the  dirrdioa 
it,  “ Enter  Cordelia,  Kent,  and  DoQory"  omitting  by  negli- 
gence the  Gentleman,  who  yet  in  thofe  copits  is  a fpeakcr  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Icene,  anJ  rim  tins  with  Kent,  when  the  icU  go 
•ut.  In  tlie  folio,  the  direction  it,  “ Euler  Cord  lia,  K.*  nt, 
and  Gentleman  to  the  lattei  of  whom  all  the  fptechcs  are  given, 
-which  in  c tie  original  copies  arc  divided  between  tl  e fk\Jtctun  and 
the  Gentleman,  I fuppofc,  from  a penuty  of  adots.  it  was  found 
.convenient  to  uoiie  the  two  chandui,  which,  we  fee,  were  ori- 
ginally iliflmd.  Corddia's  wo<ds.  however,  might  have  ciught 
the  editor  of  the  folio  to  have  given  the  gentleman  whom  he  retained 
the  appellation  of  Dollar  t 

“ Be  govern'd  by  your  knovlei/gt,  and  proceed 
44  1*  the  fway  of  your  own  will/'  Malone. 

• — — ■ tvtey  meajurt  Jail  me.  ] All  good  which  I fliall  allot 
Ihee,  or  mtafuit  out  to  thee,  will  be  fcaniy*  Johnson. 

7 Be  belter  failed : J i.  e.  Be  better  dieis’d,  put  on  abetter  fail 
•f  clothes.  Sti  evens. 

• Tktje  wadi  art  memories  tj  Ikoft  vorftr  Imt;]  AiontriM, 
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I pr’ythee,  put  them  off. 

Kent.  Pardon  me,  dear  madam; 

Yet  to  be  known,  fliortens  my  made  intent : * 

My  boon  1 make  it,  that  you  know  me  not, 

T ill  time  and  I think  meet. 

Cor.  Then  be  it  fo,  nty  good  lord. — How  does 
the  king?  [ to  the  Phyucian. 

PhyS.  Madam,  fleeps  Hill. 

Cor.  O you  kind  gods. 

Care  this  great  breach  in  his  abufed  nature? 

The  untun’d  and  janing  (enfes,  O,,  wind  up 
Of  this' child-changed  lather!’ 


i.  e.  Memorials,  remembrance r«.  Shakfpeare  ufei  the  word  ia 
tbc  fame  fenfe.  As  You  Like  Ily  Aft  II.  fc.  iii  i 
“ O,  my  fwcct  matter  ! O sou  memory 
i “ Of  old  Sir  Rowland  _ Steevens. 

So,  in  Stowe's  Surrey  of  London,  161S: — 14  A printed  nemorU 
hanging  up  in  a table  at  the  entrance  into  the  church -door  ** 

Malone. 

*  **7  niadc  intent  : ] There  is  a di {Tenancy  of  terms  ia 

intent ; one  implying  tire  idea  of  a thing  done,  the  other, 
undone.  I fuppofc  Shakfpeare  wrote — laid  ir.tent%  i.  e.  pioj  fted. 

WARBlfRtON. 

An  intent  mode , is  an  intent  formed . So  we  fay  in  corntnoa 
language,  to  make  a dejign,  and  to  make  a refolution.  Johnuon. 

* Of  this  child  •changed  father  ! ] i.  e.  Changed  to  a child  hr 
bis  years  and  wrongs  ; or  perhaps,  reduced  to  thi.  condition  by 
bis  children.  Stelvens. 

Lear  is  become  iofane,  and  this  is  the  change  referred  to.  In- 
finity is  not  the  property  of  fecund  childhood,  but  dotage.  Con- 
fonaut  to  tins  explanation  is  what  Cordelia  aluioft  immediately 
adds ; 

- u O my  dear  father ! rettoration  hang 

“ Thy  medicine  on  my  lips  ; mnd  let  this  kifs 
44  Repair  thole  violent  harms,  shat  my  two  fitters 
44  Have  in  thy  reverence  made  !'*  H*kley. 

Of  this  child-changed  father  ! j That  is  changed  by  his  ekildren  i 
a father,  whofe  jarring  feufes  have  been  uuiuncd  by  the  mouflrous 
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Phys.  So  pleafc  your  majcfly, 

That  we  may  wake  the  king?  he  hath  llept  long. 

Cor.  Be  govern’d  by  your  knowledge,  and  pro- 
ceed 

T the  (way  of  your  own  will.  Is  he  array’d  ? 

Gent.  Av,  uiadain  ; 3 in  the  heavinefs  of  his 
deep, 

"We  put  frcili  garments  on  him. 

Phys.  Be  by,  good  madam,  when  we  do  awake 
him  ; 

I doubt  not  of  his  tempeiance. 

Cor.  Very  well.4 

Phys.  Pleafe  you.  draw  near Louder  the  inn- 

lid  there.5 


ingratitude  of  his  daughters.  So,  can»crai*i%  crazed  b y car*  ; 
uavt-worn.  worn  bj  the  waves;  woc-wtanid,  harallcd  by  woe; 
1c.  Malone. 

3 dy%  Madam;  See.]  The  folio  gives  thefe  four  lines  to  a Gtn- 
tlcman.  One  of  the  quartos  (they  weie  both  printed  in  the  fame 
year,  and  for  the  fame  punter  J g ves  the  two  iHl  to  the  Dotljry 
and  the  two  next  to  Kent.  The  other  qn-mo  appropriates  the 
two  fi  d (o  the  Doclor%  and  the  two  following  ones  to  a CiAtltman, 
1 have  j:iven  the  two  fn  it,  which  bed  belong  to  an  attendant,  to 
the  Gtniieinan  in  waiting,  and  the  other  two  to  the  Vhyjiiia.iy  on 
account  cf  the  caution  contained  in  them,  which  is  more  tunable 
to  Ins  profeflion.  Stecvens. 

In  the  folio  the  Gtntliman  and  (as  he  is  here  called)  the  ph)fi- 
liaa,  is  one  and  the  fame  perfou.  Ritson. 

4 Very  u-fll.  ] This  and  the  folio wiug  line  I have  refiored  from 
the  quartos.  Stelvens. 

6 - --  Louder  the  tnufick  there.  1 l have  already  obferved  in  a 
note  on  The  Second  l*n>tof  King  Henry  IV  Vol  XIII  p.  192,  n 4; 
that  Shakfpcare  confidered  Jofl  muftek  cs  favourable  to  fleep.  Lear, 
wc  may  fuppofe,  bad  been  tbps  compofrd  to  reit;  and  now  tne 
Ph>fictan  ceiircs  louder  mufick  to  be  plaved,  for  the  purpofe  of 
waking  him.  So  ajtatn,  in  Vericle j,  Prince  of  Tyt%  iGoq,  Ceri- 
moa,  to  recover  liuila,  who  had  becu  Urown  into  the  fca,  fays,* 

Vo  1.  XX,  L f 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  LEAR, 


3 14 

Cor.  O my  dear  father!  Refloration,  hang 
Thy  medicine  on  my  lips  ;*  and  let  this  kifs 
Repair  thol'c  violent  harms,  that  my  two  lifters 
Have  in  thy  reverence  made! 

Kent.  Kind  and  dear  princefs  ! 

Cor.  Had  you  not  been  their  father,  thefe  white 
flakes 

Had  challeng'd  pity  of  them.  Was  this  a face 
To  be  expos’d  againfl  the  warring  winds  ? 

[ 1 o ftand?  againllthe  deep  dread- bolted  thunder? 
In  the  ruoft  terrible  and  nimble  ftroke 
Of  quick,  crofs  lightning  ? to  watch  (poor  perdu!) 
With  this  thin  helm  ? 8]  Mine  enemy’s  dog,8 


“ The  rough  and  woeful  rnufick  that  we  have, 

11  Caufe  it  to  found,  ’befeech  you." 

Again,  in  The  Winter's  T alt  t 

“ Mufick , awake  her  ; ftrike !"  Malone. 

6 — — Refloration,  hang 

Thy  me, Heine  on  my  lips;  ] This  is  fine.  She  invokes  the  goddefii 
of  health.  Hygeiia,  under  the  name  of  Rtjlor alien , to  make  her 
the  rainiftcr  of  her  rites,  in  this  holy  office  of  recovering  her  fa- 
ther’s loft  feofes.  Warburton. 

Rejloration  is  no  more  than  recovery  perfouified.  Ste  evens. 

7 [ To  Jland  &c.  J The  lines  within  crotchets  are  omitted  in  the 
folio.  Johnson. 

* — to  watch  ( poor  perdu  ! } 

With  this  thin  hdm  t J The  allufion  is  to  the  forlorn-hope  in 
an  army,  which  are  put  upon  defperate  adventures,  and  called  in 
French  enfans  perdue.  Thefe  enjans  ferdus  being  always  (lightly 
and  badly  aimed,  is  the  rcafon  that  (he  adds,  With  this  thiu  belin  ? 
i.  e.  bare-headed.  Warburton. 

Dr.  Wu  1 burton's  explanation  of  the  word  perdu  is  juft,  though 
the  latter  part  of  his  aflcrtion  has  not  the  leaft  foundation.  Paulu* 
Jovius,  fpeaking  of  the  body  of  men  who  were  anciently  fcot  on 
this  dcfpc  arc  adventure,  lajs,  •*  H06  ab  immoderate  fortitudiue 
perdites  vocant,  & in  furomo  houore  atque  adruiratione  habeat." 
It  is  not  likely  that  thole  who  deferved  lo  well  of  their  country 
for  expoling  ihcmfclvcs  to  certain  danger,  fhould  be  feat  out, 
jummi  admit  alicne,  auJ  yet  {lightly  and  badly  armed. 
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Though  he  had  bit  me,  fliould  have  flood  that  night 
Againll  my  fire ; And  waft  thou  fain,  poor  father, 

The  fafne  alluCon  occun  ia  Sir  W.  Davcnaiu's  Lovo  and  He* 
sour,  1649  : 

44  I have  endur'd 

“ Another  night  would  tire  a prfdv^ 

11  More  than  a wet  furrow  and  a great  froft." 

Again,  in  Canwriglu's  Ordinary; 

“ — — as  for  pcrdutSy 

“ Some  choice  lous'd  fifli,  brought  couchant  in  a difli 
11  Among  fomc  fennel  or  forae  other  graft, 

“ Shows  bow  they  lye  i'  th‘  field."  Steevkks* 

* , 

In  Polemon's  Collision  0 f Battels,  4to.  hi.  1.  printed  by  Byonc* 
man,  p.  98,  ao  account  of  the  battle  of  Marignano  is  tranll.ncd 
from  Jovius,  in  whidh  is  the  following  paft.tge: — “They  were 
very  cbofen  felowes  taken  out  of  all  the  Cantons,  tnen  in  the 
prime  of  youth,  aud  of  fiugular  lorwardeoefle : who  by  a very 

aumient  order  of  that  country,  that  by  dooyng  fotue  deede  of 
paftyng  prowefle  they  may  obtaine  rare  honour  of  wartefare  before 
they  be  growen  in  ye  arcs,  doe  of  themfclvcs  requeft  all  pcrilloua 
aud  harde  pieces  of  fervice,  and  often  ufe  with  deadlye  praife  to 
runne  unto  propofed  death.  Thefc  men  do  they  call,  of  their 
immoderate  fortitude  and  ftoutneffe,  the  defperats  forlurne  hopen, 
and  the  Frenchmen  tnfans  ptrdus : and  it  is  lawfull  for  tbeni,  by 
the  prerogative  of  their  prowefle,  to  beare  an  enfiguc,  to  hKvc 
conclude  and  double  wages  all  their  life  long.  Ncylher  are  the 
forlorne  knowen  from  the  reft  by  anye  other  maike  and  cognifauce 
than  the  plumes  of  white  feathers,  the  which,  after  the  manner  of 
captaines,  they  doe  tourn  behinde,  waveryug  over  theyr  ihouldcr 
with  a brave  kynde  of  riot."  f 

Again,  io  Bacon's  Apology , touching  the  late  Earl  of  Eflex, 

nmo.  i65i,  p.  ir»5:  44 you  have  put  me  like  one  of  thole 

that  the  Ficnchmeo  call  Enjans  perdus  that  ftive  on  fdot  bcfuic 
hoifernen.”  Reed. 

Amongft  other  defperate  fcrvkes  irf  which  the  forlorn  hope,  of 
enfan  1 perdus,  were  engaged,  the  night-watches  feem  to  have  bee* 
a common  one.  So  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 

44  I am  fet  here  like  a perdu , , 

“ To  traUl  a fellow  that  has  wrong'd  my  miurefs." 

Lilli*  French  Lauycr , A&  II.  fc.  ii.  WttALLiy. 

With  this  thin  helm?]  With  ibis  thin  covering  of  baif. 

Malone. 

• i-—  Mine  intmy's  icg,  ] Thus  the  folio.  Both  the  quauo* 
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To  hovel  thee  with  fwine,  and  rogues  forlorn. 

In  (hortand  malty  ftraw?  Alack,  alack! 

’Tis  wonder,  that  thy  life  and  wits  at  once 
Had  not  concluded  all.  * — He  wakes;  fpeak  to  him. 
Phys.  Madam,  do  you  ; ’tis  fitteft. 

Cor.  How  doesmy  royal  lord  ?•  How  fares  your 
raajedy  ? 

Lear.  You  do  me  wrong,  to  take  me  out  o’  the 
grave 

Thou  art  a foul  in  blifs  ; bnt  I am  bound 
Upon  a wheel  of  fire,  that  mine  own  tears 
Do  feald  like  molten  lead. 

Cor.  Sir,  do  you  know  me? 

Iear.  You  are  a fpirit,  I know  ; When  did  you 
die  ? 

Cor.  Still,  Hill,  far  wide! 

Phys.  He’s  fcarcc  awake  ; let  him  alone  awhile. 
Lear.  Where  have  I been?  Where  am  I? — Fair 
day-light? — 

I am  mightily  abus’d. 3 — I ILould  even  die  with. 

p»y. 

To  fee  another  thus. — I know  not  what  to  fay. — 
I will  not  fwear,  thefc  are  my  hands : — let's  lee; 

1 feel  this  pin  prick.  ’Would  I were  aflur'd 
Of  my  condition. 


read,  Mine  itjur'nui  dog.  Poffibly  the  poet  wrote — Mine  injnrn'l 
dog.  Steevens. 

• Bad  not  conrluded  all.  ] U is  wonder  that  thy  wits  and  lift  had 
net  all  ended.  Johnson. 

So,  in  Spenfer's  Faery  Queen*  c.  viii: 

11  Sic  fpnred  they  to  ftrip  her  naked  all.'* 

Again,  in  Timon  : 

“ And  difpoflefs  her  all.'*  Steevins. 

8 I am  mightily  abus'd.  ] I am  ftrangely  impofrd  on  by  appear* 
ancts  > Uo  io  a flraogc  mift  of  uncertainty.  Joua-on. 


/ 
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Co*.  O,  look  upon  me,  fir, 

And  hold  your  hands  in  benedidlion  o’er  me  : — 
No,  fir,  you  mull  not  kneel.* 

Le\r.  Pray,  do  not  mock  me  :* 

I am  a very  foolifh  fond  old  man,  1 •' 

Fourfcoic  and  upward; 7 and,  to  deal  plainly, 

1 fear,  I am  not  in  my  perfeil  mind.  * 

Methinks,  I ihould  know  you,  and  know  this  man; 
Yet  I am  doubtful:  for  I ain  mainly  ignorant 
What  place  this  is;  and  all  the  fkill  I have 
Remembers  not  thefc  garments;  nor  I know  not 
Where  I did  lodge  lafl  night:  Do  not  laugh  at  me; 

* No,  fir,  you  mujl  not  kneel.  ] Thlf  circumflauce  I find  in  the 
old  play  on  the  fame  fubje&,  apparently  written  by  another  hand, 
and  publilhcd  before  auy  edition  of  Shakfpeare‘s  tragedy  had 
made  its  appearance.  As  it  is  always  difficult  to  fay  whether 
fuch  accidental  rcfemblanres  proceed  from  imitation,  or  a fiini- 
larity  of  thinking  on  the  fame  occafion,  1 can  only  point  out  this 
to  tae  reader,  to  whole  determination  I leave  the  queflion. 

Stbivihs. 

The  words,  No,  fir,  are  not  in  the  folio.  Malone. 

* Pray,  do  not  mock  m#.‘]  So,  in  The  TVinter's  Tale,  A&  V: 

“ Let  no  man  mock  me, 

“ For  I will  kifs  her.**  S te  evens, 

1 Tour  [core  and  upward;  ] Here  the  folio  (and  the  folio  only) 
adds — not  an  hour  more  or  Itfs.  The  authenticity  of  this  pxlTage 
Sir  Joftiua  Reynolds  juffly  fufpc&s.  it  was  probably  the  interpu-* 
laiion  of  Come  player,  and  is  better  omitted,  bo.h  in  regard  to 
feu fe  and  vctfificaiioa.  SieevinJ. 

The  words  not  an  hour  more  or  left,  are  judicioafly  reprobated  bv 
Mr.  Steevens  as  the  interpolation  of  fome  fooliih  player.  We 
(hould  therefore  read  : 

Fourfcore  and  upward  ; and,  to  deal  plainly  uilh  yoa. 

RlTSO.1, 

* / fear,  l am  not  in  my  perfeR  mind.  ] The  quarto  reads  : 

I fear,  l a.u  not  peifcd  io  my  mind.  Johnson. 

So  one  of  the  quartos.  The  ot;:er  reads  arcorJing  to  the  pre- 
fent  text.  Stimm. 
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For.  as  T am  a man.  I think  this  lady 
To  be  my  child  Cordelia. 

Cor.  And  fo  I am,  I am. 

Lear.  Be  your  tears  wet?  Yes,  ’faith.  I pray, 
weep  not; 

If  yop  have  poifon  forme,  I will  drink  it. 

1 know,  you  do  not  love  me  ; for  your  fillers 
Have,  as  1 do  remember,  done  me  wrong; 

Y ou  have  forne  caufe,  they  have  not. 

Cor.  No  caufe,  no  caufe. 

Lear.  Am  I in  France? 

Kent.  In  your  own  kingdom,  fir, 

I ear.  Do  not  abnfe  me. 

Phys.  Be  comforted,  good  madam : the  great 

rage. 

Y ou  fee,  is  cur'd  9 in  him  : [and  yet  * it  is  danger 
' I o make  him  even  o’er  the  time  he  has  lofl. s] 


9 — — is  cur'd ] Thu*  the  quarto*.  The  folio  read*, 

i»  kiird.  Stef.vfns. 

* [and  y*t  See.  ] Thi*  it  not  in  the  folio.  Johnson. 

9 To  malt  him  even  o'er  the  lime  he  hai  loji.  J i.  e.  To  reconcile 
it  to  his  apprelicnftoo.  WarbOrton. 

The  uncommon  verb — to  tveri%  occurs  again  in  Cjmbelint,  Acf  III. 

fc.  iv: 

11  There’*  more  to  be  confuler’d  $ but  we'll  even 
**  All  that  good  time  will  give  us." 

The  meaning  there  teems  to  be.  we  will  fully  employ  all  the 
time  we  have.  So  here  the  Pbyfirian  fays,  that  it  i*  dangerous  to 
draw  from  Lear  a fill  relation  of  all  that  he  felt  or  fullered  while 
Lis  rcafon  was  difturbed  -y  to  tnaVe  him  employ  as  much  time  in 
the  recital  of  what  has  befallen  him  as  patted  during  his  fate  of 
infaoitv.  M\LJNF. 

I believe.  Dr.  VVirburton’*  explanation  is  juft.  The  poor  old 
Ling  had  nothing  to  tell,  though  he  had  much  to  hear.  The 
fpeakcr’s  meaning  the* -fore  I conceive  to  be  -it  is  dangerous  to 
render  a 11  that  patted  during  the  interval  of  his  infinity,  ivtn  ( i.  c. 
f>‘iio  or  level,]  iu  is  tirtderftaDding,  while  it  continues  ia  it* 
prtfeni  ate  of  uucccuiuty.  Stxsvkn*. 
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Defire  him  to  go  in  ; trouble  him  no  more, 

Till  further  fettling. 

Cos.  Will’t  pleafe  your  highnefs  walk  ? 

Lear.  You  mud  bear  with  me: 

Pray  now,  forget  and  forgive  : 1 am  old,  and 
fooliih. 

[ Exeunt  Lear,  Cordelia,  PhyTician,  and  At - 
tendants. 

[ Gent.  Holds  it  true,  fir/ 

Tiat  the  duke  of  Cornwall  was  fo  (lain  ? 

Cent.  Mod  certain,  fir. 

Vent.  Who  is  condu£lor  of  his  people  ? 

Ient.  As  ’tis  faid, 

Thebaftard  fon  of  Glodcr. 

G-nt.  They  fay,  Edgar, 

llis  lanifli’d  fon,  is  with  the  carl  of  Kent 
In  G:rmany, 

KtvT.  Report  is  changeable. 

’Tis  tme  to  look  about ; the  powers  o'  the  kingdom 
Apprtach  apace. 

Gest.  The  arbitrement  is  like  to  be  a bloody. 
Fare  you  well,  fir.  [ Exit. 

KEfT.  My  point  and  period  will  be  throughly 
wrought. 

Or  well,  or  ill,  as  this  day’s  battle's  fought.]  [Exit. 


4 Hole's  it  lruey  Jiry]  What  it  primed  in  crotchets  it  rot  in  lh« 
folio,  liis  ai  lead  proper  if  not  nccelfaiy  ; and  was  omitted  by 
the  author,  1 fuppofc,  for  no  other  rcafon  than  to  flioueu  ilic  repre- 
sentation. Johnson. 

It  is  much  more  probable,  that  it  was  omitted  by  the  players, 
t'ter  the  author’s  departure  from  the  flage,  without  coufutiing 
hm.  His  plats  have  been  long  exhibited  with  finiilar  onufftous, 
wSch  render  them  often  peifcflly  unintelligible.  The  lofs  however 
is  ,'ttle  fell  by  the  greater  part  of  the  audience,  who  aic  intent 
upti  other  matters.  MalOnIu 
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A C T V.  S G E N E I. 

The  Camp  of  the  Brilijh  Forces,  near  Dover. 

Enter,  with  drums  and  colours,  Edmund,  Regan, 
Officers,  Soldiers,  and  Others. 

Edm.  Know  of  the  duke,  if  his  lafl  purpofe  hold; 
Or,  whether  fince  lie  is  advis’d  by  auglu 
To  change  the  courle  : He’s  full  ol  alteration,5  ' 
And  felf-reproving  : — bring  his  conllant  pleafur,.* 

[ To  an  Officer,  who  goes  oit. 
Reg.  Our  filler’s  man  is  certainly  mifcarried. 
Edm.  ’ Tis  to  be  doubted,  madam.  < 

Reg.  Now,  f.veet  l»rd, 

You  know  the  goodnefs  I intend  upon  you  : 

'J  ell  me, — but  truly, — but  then  Ipealt  the  tratl, 

Do  you  not  love  mv  filler  ? 

Edm.  In  honour’d  love. 

[ Reg.  Bat  have  yon  never7  found  my  brohci’s 
way 


* ej  tUeratioo,]  One  of  the  quartos  re*sii, 

cf  *1  duetto n.  SmvtNI. 

6 his  conflaut  flta/urc.  J Hii  fettled  rcfjlutioo.  Johnson, 

So,  before  : 

“ We  l ave  this  hour  a conjlan t will”  kc. 

See  p.  268,  u.  2.  SriEVENS. 

'•  h'-l  kavt  jcii  ntvtr  See.]  The  JirJl  and  laji  of  th**(e  fpceches, 
pouted  wiii.ia  crouhn,,  arc  inlet  ted  in  Sir  Thoroas  llaiiiuci  i,  Mr. 
'1  .uobiltiT,  and  Ur.  WarbuitooT  editions ; the  t*’o  intermediate 
which  were  omitted  in  nil  others,  I have  reftored  lioni  tlw 
t ld  (ju^rtoi,  1G0S.  Whether  ihey  were  lift  out  through  neghgeue* 
«>i  Lc.aufe  t : c imjgtiy  contained-  in  them  mig'  t b = thought  :0 
ljxuiunt,  1 siu.sU,  ducamuc ; but  fau  a ni;e:ul  injury  is  d^c 
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To  the  forcfcnded  place?8 

Edm.  That  thought  abufcs  you.  * 

Reg.  I am  doubtful  that  you  have  been  conjunct 
And  bofom’d  with  her,*  as  far  as  we  call  hers. 

Edm.  No,  by  mine  honour,  madam.] 

Reg.  I never  (hall  endure  her:  Dear  ray  lord, 
Be  not  familiar  with  her. 

Eom.  Fear  me  not:  — 

She,  and  the  duke  her  hufband,  — 

Enter  Albany,  Goneril,  and  Soldiers. 

Gon.  I had  rather  lofe  the  battle,  than  that  filler 
Should  loofen  him  and  me.  [Afide. 

Alb.  Our  very  loving  filler,  well  be  met. — 

Sir,  this  I hear, — The  king  is  come  to  his  daughter, 

/ 

to  the  %'iaraAer  of  the  Ballard  by  the  oroiflGon  ; for  he  is  made  to 
deny  thut  daily  at  firft,  which  the  poet  oitiy  meant  to  make  him 
evade,  or  return  (light  anfwers  to,  till  lie  is  urged  fo  far  as  to  be 
obliged  to  (heller  bhnfclf  under  an  immediate  falfchood.  Query, 
however,  whether  Shakfpeaie  meant  us  to  believe  that  Edmuud 
had  actually  found  his  way  to  ikt  JoreJended  flace  f Steevins, 

• —■  - ..  — forefended  place  ? J Fotejenied  means  prohibited*  Jet* 
bidden.  So,  in  King  Henry  VI.  P.  I: 

“ Now,  beaveu  jortjend  ! the  holy  maid  with  child?*' 

Stlevens. 

9 That  thought  ahifes  you.  ] That  thought  impofes  on  you:  you 
are  deceived,  This  fpecch  aud  the  next  arc  found  in  both  the 
quartos,  but  ouitted  in  the  folio.  Malonp.. 

a ■ ■ ■■  bofoui  d with  Are,]  Ho/om'd  is  ufed  ia  this  fenfe  by  Hey- 
wood,  in  The  fair  Mail  oj  the  WtJI*  iG3i: 

We'll  crown  our  hopes  and  withes  with  more  pomp 
And  fjrnptuous  cofl,  than  Priaui  did  his  fou 
14  'i  4' al  night  he  ho/om'd  Helen.  ** 

Again,  in  Keyword's  SiUer  Age*  i6i3: 

“ With  fiir  Alcuiena,  die  that  never  lojoud 
44  Moiul,  Cave  thee."  STttViNS. 
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With  others,  whom  the  rigour  of  our  flate 
Forc’d  to  cry  out.  [ Where  1 could  not5  be  honed, 
1 never  yet  was  valiant: 4 tor  this  bufmefs, 

It  toncheth  us  as  France  invades  our  land, 

Not  bolds  the  king;  5 with  others,  whom,  I fear. 
Moil  jutl  and  heavy  caules  make  oppofe.6 


' — [ Where  J could  no/— — j What  it  within  the  crotchet* 
is  omitted  ia  the  folio.  SrEFVtNS. 

4 - . ..  Where  l could  nol  le  hontjl, 

l never  yet  was  valiant : ] This  fentimeot  has  already  appeared 
in  C) mb e line  : 

Thou  may'Jl  he  valiant  in  a belter  cavfc. 

But  now  thou  feen'jl  a coward. 

Agiiu,  iu  an  ancient  MS.  play,  cntituled,  The  fteoni  Maiden's 
Tragedy  : 

“ That  worke  it  never  undrrtooke  with  corage, 

“ That  makes  his  matter  blufh."  Steevens. 

* Not  bolds  the  lint;:  ] The  quartos  read  bolds,  and  this  may  be 
the  true  reading.  This  bujinefs  { fays  Albany)  touches  us  as  France 
invades  our  land , nol  as  it  bolds  the  ling,  &:c  i.  e.  emboldens  him  to 
aiferc  his  former  title.  Thus  in  the  ancient  interlude  of  Ujcie 
S corner  : 

*•  Alas,  that  I had  not  one  to  bold  me!  *'  Steevens. 

6 Sir , this  l hear , — [as  far  as  to  J — male  oppofe.  1 The  meaning  is. 
The  king,  and  others  whom  wc  have  oppofed  are  come  to  Cordelia. 
I could  never  be  valiant  but  in  a juft  quarrel.  We  mud  diftinguifh  ; 
it  is  juft  in  one  fenfe  and  unjuft  in  another.  As  France  invades 
our  land  1 am  concerned  to  repel  him  ; but  as  he  holds , entertains, 
and  fupports  the  king,  and  others  whom  / fear  many  jujl  and  heavy 
tau/es  mate , or  compel,  as  it  were,  to  oppofe  us,  1 efteem  it  unjuft 
to  engage  a gain  ft  them.  This  fpecch,  thus  interpreted  according 
to  the  common  reading,  is  likewife  very  necefT-uy  : for  otherwife 
Albany,  who  *s  charaderifed  as  a min  of  honour  and  obferver  of 
jufticc,  give*  no  rcifon  for  going  to  war  with  tliofe,  whom  he 
owns  bad  been  much  injured  under  the  countenance  of  his  power. 

Warburton. 

The  quartos  read  — For  this  f hear,  8cc.  Perhaps  Shakfpeare 
wrote — 'Fare  this,  I hear,  the  king.  Sec.  Sir  is  the  reading  of  the 
folio.  Dr.  Warburton  has  explained  this  pafTige,  as  if  the  copies 
read  — Nut  hohs  the  king,  i.  c.  not  as  he  holds  the  king;  but 
boib  tne  quaiios,  iu  which  alone  the  latter  part  of  this  fpecck 
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Fdm.  Sir,  you  fpeak  nobly.7] 

Reg.  Why  is  this  rcafon'd  ? 

Gon.  Combine  together  ’gainft  the  enemy  : 

For  thefc  domeflick  and  particular  broils* 

Are  not  to  qdcftion  here. 5 

Alb.  Let  us  then  determine 

With  the  ancient  of  war  on  our  proceedings. 

Edm.*  I fhall  attend  you  prefently  at  your  tent. 
Reg.  Sifter,  you’ll  go  with  us  ? 

Gon.  No. 

Reg.  ’Tis  moft  convenient ; pray  you,  go  with 
us. 

Gon.  O,  ho,  I know  the  riddle:  [ Afid.e . ] I will 
g°- 


Is  found,  read — bolds*  However,  Dr.  Warburton’s  interpretation 
is  preferved,  as  bolds  may  certainly  have  been  a roifpiint  for  kolds% 
in  copies  in  which  we  find  met/’/,  for  n obit,  (Ad  V.  fc.  iii.)  0 
father , for  0 fault , (ibid.)  the  mijlrefs  of  Hecate,  for  the  my Jl  tries 
of  Hecate,  (Ad  I.  fc.  i ) bloffoms  for  bofoms.  Ad  V.  fc.  iii.  a mif- 
I redes  coward , for  a mi  flic  lies  command , Ad  IV.  fc.  ii.  8cr.  tc c. 

Malone. 

? Sir,  you  Jptak  nobly.  ] This  reply  muft  be  underftood  ironically. 

V Malone. 

• For  ihtfe  dotejlici  and  particular  broils  — J This  is  the  reading 
of  the  folio.  The  quartos  have  it, 

For  thefe  domeflick  doore  particnlars.  Stfevens. 

JDoore , or  dote , as  quarto  B has  it,  was  probably  a mifprint  for 
dear;  i.  e.  important.  Malone. 

Door  particulars,  fignify,  1 believe,  particulars  at  our  very  doors , 
clofe  to  us,  aud  coofequeotly  fitter  to  be  fettled  at  home. 

Stefvfns. 

• Are  not  to  yueflion  here.  ] Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  reads^ 

Are  not  the  quefiioo  here.  Steevf.ns. 

9 Edm.  j This  fpcech  is  wanting  iu  the  folio.  Stebvens. 
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As  they  are  going  out,  enter  Edgar  dijguijcd. 

Edc.  If  e'er  your  grace  had  fpeech  with  man 
fo  poor,  . 

Hear  me  one  word. 

Alb.  I’ll  overtake  you. — Speak. 

[ Exeunt  Edm.  Reg.  Gon.  Officers,  Soldiers,  and 
Attendants. 

Edg.  Before  you  fight  the  battle,  ope  this  letter. 
If  you  have  vi&ory,  let  the  trnmpet  found 
For  him  that  brought  it:  wretched  thongh  I feem, 
1 can  produce  a champion,  that  vi  1 prove 
What  is  avouched  there:  If  yon  mifearry. 

Your  bufmefs  of  the  world  hath  fo  an  end. 

And  machination  ceafes. 3 Fortune  love  you! 

Alb.  Stay  till  1 have  read  the  letter. 

I dg.  I was  forbid  it. 

When  time  fhall  ferve,  let  but  the  herald  cry, 

And  I’ll  appear  again. 

Alb.  Why,  fare  thee  well ; I will  o’erlook  thy 
paper. 

Re-enter  Edmund. 


Edm.  The  enemy’s  in  view,  drawnpyonr  powers. 
Here  is  the  guefs4  of  their  true  ftrengih  and  forces 

* And  machination  crafts.  ] »•  c.  All  dcGgns  agaioft  your  life 
will  have  an  cod.  Stsivens. 

Thefe  word*  are  not  in  the  quarto*.  In  the  latter  part  of  thi* 
line,  for  lot t%  the  rcadiug  of  the  original  copies,  the  folio  lias 
loves.  Mai.ovf.. 

4 Here  i*  ikt  quefs  See.  1 The  modern  editors  read.  Hard  it  the 
So  the  quartos,  but  had  the  difcovcrv  been  diligent,  the 
guefs  could  uot  have  proved  fo  difluult.  1 have  given  the  true 
reading  from  the  folio.  SlEEVEKS. 
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By  diligent  difcovcry;  — but  your  hafle 
Is  now  urg’d  on  you. 

Alb.  We  will  greet  the  time.5  [ Exit. 

Edm.  To  both  thefe  fillers  have  1 fworn  my 
love ; 

Each  jealous  of  the  other,  as  the  flung 
Are  of  the  adder.  Which  of  them  fhall  I take? 
Both?  one?  or  neither?  Neither  can  be  enjoy’d, 
If  both  remain  alive:  To  take  the  widow, 
Exafperates,  makes  mad  her  filler  Gon«ril; 

And  hardly  lhall  I carry  out  my  fide, 6 


The  original  reading  is,  1 think,  (ufEcienlly  clear.  The  mnll 
diligent  inquiry  docs  not  eoable  rae  to  fotm  a conjecture  concerning 
the  true  ftrength  of  the  enemy.  Whether  ue  read  hard  or  h: r#, 
the  adveilative  particle  but  in  the  fubfequent  line  Teems  employed 
with  little  propriety.  According  to  the  prefent  reading,  it  may 
mean,  tut  you  are  now  fo  prelied  in  point  of  time,  that  >ou  have 
little  leifure  for  fuch  fpcculatiom.  The  quartos  read  — their  gnat 
ftrength.  Malone. 

1 We  will  greet  t, he  time.  ] We  will  be  ready  to  meet  the  ocea- 
fioo.  Johnson. 

• tarry  out  m j Jide%  ] Bring  my  ptirpofe  to  a fuccelsful 

iffue,  to  completion.  Side  Teems  here,  to  have  the  fenfe  of  the 
French  word  parti , in  prendre  partit  it  take  his  refolution. 

Johnson. 

So,  in  The  Hontjl  Mans  Fortune , by  Beaumont  and  Fletcher: 

“ and  carry  out 

41  A world  of  evils  with  thy  title." 

Again,  in  one  of  the  Fajltn  Letters , Vol.  IV.  p.  1 55.  ■■  H,r. 

don’s  fon  hath  borne  out  lie  Jide  ftouily  here"  8cc.  Steevens. 

The  Baftard  means,  44  I (hall  fcarccly  be  able  to  make  out  my 
game.  ” The  alluGon  is  to  a party  at  cards,  and  he  is  afiaid  that 
be  (hall  not  be  able  to  make  his  Ode  fuccefsful. 

So,  in  Ben  Jonfoo’s  Silent  Woman,  Centaure  fays  of  Epicene: 
44  She  and  Mavis  will  Jet  up  a Jide.** 

That  is,  will  be  partners.  And  in  Manager's  Unnatural  Combatt 
Bclgard  fays : 

44 And  if  now 

41  At  this  downright  game,  I may  but  hold  your  cards, 

44  1 11  not  pull  down  the  fide.  " 
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Her  hulband  being  alive.  Now  then,  we’ll  ufe 
His  countenance  for  the  battle;  which  being  done, 
let  her,  who  would  be  rid  of  him,  devife 
His  fpeedy  taking  off.  As  for  the  mercy 
Which  he  intends  to  Lear,  and  to  Cordelia,  — 
The  battle  done,  and  they  within  our  power. 
Shall  never  fee  his  pardon:  for  my  ftate 
Stands  on  me  to  defend,  not  to  debate/  [ Exit. 

\ 

Iu  The  Maid's*Tr agtiy,  the  fame  expreffion  occur*  : 

“ Dula.  I'll  hold  your  cards  againit  auy  two  1 know. 

44  F.vad.  Afpafia  lake  her  part. 

41  Pal’d.  I will  refufe  it  ; 

41  She  will  pluck  down  a fde,  fhe  doe*  not  ufe  it.  ** 

But  the  phrafe  is  flill  more  clearly  explained  in  Maflinger's  Gnat 
Duke  9}  Florence,  where  Cozimo  fa)  s to  Fctrouella,  who  had  chaU 
lcoged  him  to  drink  a fccond  bowl  of  wine; 

44  Pray  you,  paufe  a little  ; 

44  If  I hold  your  cards,  I (hall  pull  down  the  fide; 

44  I am  not  good  at  the  game."  M.  Mason. 

Edmund,  l think,  means,  hardly  (hall  l be  able  to  make  my 
P^rty  good  i to  maintain  my  caufe.  We  Ihould  now  fay  — to  hor 
out,  which  Coles  ia  bis  Did.  1679,  interprets,  to  moke  good,  t$ 
Javt  karmltfs. 

Side  for  parly  was  the  common  language  of  the  time.  So,  in  a 
letter  fiom  William  carl  of  Pembroke  to  Robert  call  of  LeicclUr, 
Michaelmas  day,  1625,  Sydney  Papers,  Vol.  II.  p.  3 G 1 : 44  1 he 
quccncs  fide,  and  fo  hetfclf,  labour  much  to  ly  at  Salilbury." 

Malone. 

1 — i for  my  fate 

Stands  on  me  See.  ] I do  not  think  that  for  Bands  in  this  place 
as  a word  of  inference  or  caufality.  The  meaning  is  rather:  Sack 
is  my  determination  concerning  Lear;  as  for  my  Bate  it  requires  ndur, 
net  deliberation,  lut  defence  and  fuppott . Johnson, 
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SCENE  II. 

A Field  between  the  two  Camps. 

Alarum  within.  Enter,  with  drum  and  colours,  Lear, 
Cordelia,  and  their  forces;  and  exeunt. 

Enter  EnfcAR  and  Gloster.* 

Edg.  Here,  father,  take  the  fliadow  of  this  tree 
For  your  good  hoft ; pray  that  the  right  may  thrive: 
If  ever  1 return  to  you  again, 

I’ll  bring  you  comlort. 

Glo.  Grace  go  with  you,  fir! 

[ Exit  Edgar. 

Alarums;  afterwards  a Retreat.  Re-enter  Edgar. 

Edg.  Away,  old  man,  give  me  thy  hand,  away; 
King  Lear  hath  loft,  he  and  his  daughter  ta’cn  : 
Give  me  thy  hand,  come  on. 

Glo.  No  further,  fir;  a man  may  Tot  even  her*. 
Edg.  What,  in  ill  thoughts  again?  Men  mud 
enefufe 

Their  going  hence,  even  as  their  coming  hither: 


* Enttr  Etlg.nr  See.]  Thofe  who  are  curiou*  to  know  how  far 
Shakfpcate  was  here  indebted  to  the  Arcadia , will  find  a chapter 

from  it  entitled, “ The  pitiful  State  and  Storic  ol  the  Paphla- 

gotiiau  unkinde  Kin\»,  and  * is  kindc  Sonne  ; firft  related  by  tho 
Sonne,  then  by  the  blind  father  “ p.  141,  edit.  1590,  quario, 
annexed  to  the  colcIuUou  Ot  this  play.  Stelvlns. 
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Ripenefs  is  all:’  Come  on. 
Glo. 


And  that’s  true  too.* 
[Exeunt. 


SCENE  III. 

The  Britijh  Camp  near  Dover. 

Enter,  in  conquejl,  with  drum  and  colours,  Edmund; 
Lear  and  Cordelia , as  prijoners ; Officers,  Sol- 
diers, ire. 

Edm.  Some  officers  take  them  away:  good 
guard  ; 

Until  their  greater  pleafures  firft  be  known 
That  are  to  cenfure  them. 1 

Cor.  We  are  not  the  firfl. 

Who,  with  befl  meaning,  have  incurr’d  the  word.4 
For  thee,  opprefTed  king,  am  I cad  down  ; 

Myfelf  could  elfe  out-lrown  falfe  fortune’s  frown. — 
Shall  we  not  fee  thefe  daughters,  and  thefe  fillers? 
Lear.  No,  no,  no,  no  ! Come,  let’s  away  to 
prifon  : 

We  two  alone  ^ ill  fuig  like  birds  i’  the  cage: 

9 Ripenefs  is  all:}  i.  e.  To  be  ready , prepared , it  all. 

The  fame  fentitnent  occurs  in  Hamlet , feene  the  lift: 

»»  — if  ii  be  uot  oow,  yet  it  will  come:  tie  readintfs  is  all.** 

S T E EVENS. 

9 And  that's  t ut  too  ] Omitted  in  the  quarto.  Steevins. 

3 — to  cenlure  them.]  i.  e.  to  paft  fcntence  or  judgement  on 
them.  So,  in  Utkrllo  : 

“ 'l  o >ou,  lord  governor, 

11  Remain*  the  cenfure  of  this  hellifh  villain.”  SrEEViKS. 

4 IV.io,  u/itk  itjt  meaning,  have  incurr’d  the  to  Old.  j i.  e.  the 
word  that  fortuuc  cau  infi.ct.  Malone. 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING  LEAR.  5s  g 

When  thou  doft  alk  me  blefllng,  1’11'kncel  down, 
And  alk  of  thee  forgivenefs  : So  we’ll  live, 

And  ptay,  and  fmg,  and  tell  old  tales,  and  laugh 
At  gilded  butterflies,  and  hear  poSr  rogues 
Talk  uf  court  news;  and  we’ll  talk  with'  them  too, — 
Who  ioles,  and  who  wins  ; who’s  in,  who’s  out;— 
And  take  upon  us  the  myflery  of  things, 

As  if  we  were  God’s  (pies : 5 And  we’ll  wear  out. 
In  a wall’d  prilon,  packs  and  fe&s6  of  great  ones. 
That  ebb  and  flow  by  the  moon. 

Edm.  Take  them  away. 

Lear.  Upon  fuch  facrifices,  my  Cordelia, 

The  gods  themlelves  throw  inccnfe/  Have  I 
caught  thee?* 

He,  that  pans  us,  lhall  bring  a brand  from  heaven, 
And  fire  us  hence,  like  foxes.8  Wipe  thiae  eyes; 


* And  talc  upon  vs  the  to yjlery  of  things. 

As  if  we  were  God's  fpus:\  As  if  we  were  angels  coramiffioned 
to  furvey  and  report  the  lives  of  men,  aud  were  coofequently  en- 
dowed with  the  power  of  prying  into  the  oii/gtnal  motives  of  adioa  % 

and  the  myftcries  of  condud.  Johnson. 

6 packs  and  fttls ] Packs  is  ufed  for  combinations  or 

collisions  % as  is  a pack  of  cards . For  Jidi,  1 think  Jets  might  be 
more  comroodioufly  read.  So  w*  ajairs  are  row  managed  by 
a new  feU  Sells,  however,  may  well  ftand.  Johnson. 

1 Upon  fuck  facrifices,  rr;  Cordelia, 

The  gods  tk’mjeives  throw  inccnfe.]  The  thought  is  extremely 
noble,  and  expicfled  in  a fublimc  of  imagery  that  Seneca  fell  (bort 
of  on  the  like  occaGoo.  “ Eccc  fpedaculuiu  dig  quid  ad  quod 
refpiciat  inlentus  opeii  tuo  deus:  ecce  par  dco  diguum,  vir  fortis 
cum  malA  foituna  compoGtus."  YVarburton. 

8  Have  I caught  thttl ] Have  l caught  my  heavenly  jewel , 

is  a lint  of  one  of  Sir  Philip  Siduey's  fongs,  which  Shakfpcatt 
has  put  ioto  FalAaiPs  mouth  in  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windjor . 

Malone. 

See  Vol.  V.  p.  119,  n.  6.  Steevkns. 

9 And  fire  uj  hence  like  fexis.]  I have  been  informed  that  it  is 
tsfual  to  fmoke  fonts  out  of  tucir  boles, 

V ol>  XX.  M m 
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The  goujeers  (hall  devonr  them/  flefh  and  fell,* 
Ere  they  iliall  make  ns  weep:  we’ll  fee  them  ftarve 
firft.  , 

Come.  [Exeunt  Lear  and  Cordelia,  guarded . 


So,  in  Harrington'*  tranflation  of  Ariojlo,  B.  XXVII.  Ban.  xy  * 

“ Ev*n  a*  a Jont  whom  Jmtke  ar.d  Jin  doth  fright, 

» So  ai  he  dare  oot  in  the  ground  remaine, 

«»  Bolti  out,  and  through  the  Jmokt  and  Jin  he  flietla 
Into  the  tarvicr't  mouth,  and  there  be  dicth." 

Again,  Kvtry  Man  tut  of  kit  Humour  t 
*• my  walk  and  all, 

•»  You  Jmokt  me  fiora,  a*  if  I were  a /«,”  Steevini* 

So*  in  Marlowe's  King  Edward  1 1 , 1598: 

•*  Advance  your  fiandard,  F.dwaid,  in  the  held, 

“ And  march  to  fire  them  from  their  Barling  holts," 

Mr.  Upton,  however,  it  of  opinion  that  **  (he  allufion  it  to  the 
feripturai  account  of  Sampfon's  tying  foxet,  two  and  two  together 
by  the  tail,  and  {aliening  a fire-fret J to  the  cord  ; then  letting 
them  loofe  among  the  Banding  corn  of  the  Phihfiinci.  Judges, 
xv.  4." 

Ibe  word* — (Kail  bring  a brand  from  heaven , feem  to  favout 
Mr.  Upton'*  conjcflure.  If  it  be  right,  the  conBrudion  muB  be, 
they  fhall  bring  a brand  from  heaven,  and,  likt  Jones,  Jre  us  hence: 
& referring  foxes , not  to  Lear  and  Cordelia,  but  to  thole  who  (hould 

feparalc  them.  MALONE. 

The  hands  employed  by  Sarnpfom  were  not  brought  Jrom  htavtn. 
] therefore  prefer  the  common  aod  more  obvious  explanation  of 
the  pafiage  before  ua.  Steevlns. 

• Tht  goujeert  fhall  devour  them,]  The  gtujtrts , i.  e.  Morbus 
Gallicus.  Gouge,  Fr.  fignifics  one  of  the  common  women  attending 
a camp  ; and  a*  that  difeafe  wn  firfl  difperfed  over  Europe  by  the 
French  army,  and  the  women  who  followed  it,  the  fir  ft  name  it 
obtained  among  ut  wa*  the  gougeries,  i.  e.  the  difeafe  of  the  gouges, 

Hanmer. 

The  refolutc  John  Florio  ba»  fadly  miftakeu  thefe  goujeers . He 
write*  »*  With  a good  ytan  to  thee!**  and  give*  it  in  Italian,  “ 11 
*10/'  anno  the  dio  ti  dia.”  FARMER. 

Golding,  in  hi*  vetfion  of  the  Sd  book  of  Ovid’i  Mtfamerpktfit , 
ha*  fallen  into  the  fame  error,  or  rather,  the  fame  mii-fpclliog.-* 
Juuo  i*  the  fpcakrr : 

11  Perfeci  quid  enim  totiei  per  jurgia?  dixit*’* 
which  i». tUu*  anglicjiedj  p.  3k: 
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Edm.  Come  hither,  captain  ; hark. 

Take  thon  this  note ; * [giving  a paper.  ] go,  follow 
them  to  prifon: 

One  Hep  1 have  advanc’d  thee;  if  thon  doll 
As  this  inflrufts  thee,  thon  doll  make  thy  way 
To  noble  fortunes:  Know  thon  this, — that  men 
Are  as  the  time  is:  to  be  tender-minded 
Does  not  become  a fword: — Thy  great  employment 
Will  not  bear  queilion;s  either  fay,  thou’lt  do’t, 
Or  thrive  by  other  means. 

<*  And  what  a gnod-yeart  have  I woane  by  fcolding  erft  ? 
(he  fed.”  STtevENs. 

The  old  copies  have  good  feares , the  common  corruption  In 
Sbakfpeare's  lime  of  the  other  word.  Sir  X.  Hanmer  made  the 
correction.  Malgkb. 

a Jlrfh  and  /«//,]  Flefli  and  (kin.  Johnson. 

fl'P1  antl  /*//»  j So,  Skelton's  works,  p.  357  5 

••  Nakyd  afvde, 

“ Neither  Jltfh  nor  Jell." 

Chaucer  ules  f ill  and  bones  for Jkin  and  bones: 

44  And  faid  that  he  and  all  his  kinoe  at  ones, 

44  Were  woilhy  to  be  brent  with  felt  and  bones." 

Troilus  and  Ctejfeidf.  GREY.’ 
In  The  Dyar's  Play,  among  the  Cbefter  Collodion  oj  Myjerieti 
in  the  Mufeum,  Anticknjl  fa  vs: 

41  I made  thee,  man,  of  Jlrfh  and  fell." 

Ag.in,  in  Ike  Contention  betwxxtt  Ckurckyeard  and  Cornell  kd 
i5Go  : 

44  This  leffon  heether  to  I kept,  and  (hall  here  af^er  kepc, 

44  Tylle  1 to  eartbe  retorue  again  where  JleJht  and  Jell  muit 
fleepe.”  Steevens.  * 

4 Take  thou  this  note;]  This  was  a warrant,  Cgned  by  the 
Baftard  and  Goneril  for  the  execution  of  Lear  and  Cordelia,  la 
a fubfequern  fccne  Edmund  fays— . 

44 quickly  fend, — 

44  Be  brief  in't  —to  the  caftle : for  my  writ 
44  Is  on  the  life  of  Lear,  and  of  Cordelia:— 

44  He  hath  commifTiou  from  thy  wife  and  me 
44  To  hang  Cordelia  io  the  piifon.”  Malone. 

9 . . — . Thy  great  employment  . , 

JVill  not  bear  jut/fiM/J  By  great  employment  was  meant  thf 

" Mm2 
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Of*.  I’ll  do’t,  my  lord. 

Edm.  About  it ; .and  write  happy,  when  thou 
haft  done. 

Maik,— I fay,  inftantly;  and  carry  it  fo. 

As  I have  fet  it  down. 

Off.  I cannot  draw  a cart,®  nor  eat  dried  oats; 
If  it  be  man’s  work,  I will  do  it.  [ Exit  Officer. 

Flourijh,  Enter  Albany,  Goneril,  Regan,  Or- 
ders, and  Attendants . 

Alb.  Sir,  yon  have  fliown  to-day  yonr  valiant 
ftrain, 

And  fortune  led  you  well:  You  have  the  captives 
Who  were  the  oppofites  of  this  day’s  ftrife  : 

We  do  require  them  of  you;7  fo  to  ufe  them. 

As  we  fhall  find  their  merits  and  our  fafety 
May  equally  determine. 

Edm.  Sir,  I thought  it  fit 

To  fend  the  old  and  miferable  king 
To  fome  retention,  and  appointed  guard  ;* 


tommijfiou  given  him  for  ihe  murder,  and  this,  the  Baftard  tells  it,  J 
afterwards,  was  Ggoed  by  Goneril  and  himi'elf.  Which  was 
fufheieut  to  make  this  captain  unaccountable  for  the  execution. 

Warburton. 

The  implant  buGnefs  which  is  now  entrufted  to  your  manage- 
ment, does  not  admit  of  debate:  you  mud  inftantly  rcfolvc  to  do 
it,  oot  not.  Quejlion,  litre,  at  in  many  other  places,  Ggnifics  *y. 
eturjt  convention.  Malone. 

So,  in  The  Merchant  oj  Venice: 

»*  You  may  as  well  ufe  qutjlion  with  the  wolf,’*  Stiivsnb. 

• I cannot  draw  Sic.]  Thcfe  two  lines  I have  reftored  from  the 
old  quarto.  Steevbns. 

t W»  do  require  them  of  you  ;]  So  the  folio.  The  quartos  read: 

We  do  require  then  of  you  fo  to  ufe  them,  fcc.  Malone. 

*  and  appointed  guard;]  Thcfe  words  are  omitted  in  the 

qitrio  of  which  the  tuft  Ggnaturc  is  B,  and  so  the  folio.  Malone* 
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Whofe  age  lias  charms  in  it,  wbofe  title  more, 

To  pluck  the  common  bofom  on  his  fide. 

And  torn  our  imprefs’d  lances  in  our  eyes’ 

Which  do  command  them.  With  him  1 lent  the 
queen ; 

My  reafon  all  the  fame , and  they  are  ready 
To-morrow,  or  at  further  fpace,  to  appear 
Where  you  (hall  hold  your  feflion.  [At  this  time* 
We  fweat,  and  bleed:  the  friend  hath  loll  hi* 
friend ; 

And  the  bell  quarrels,  in  the  heat,  are  curs’d 
By  thofe  that  feel  their  lharpnefs  - 
The  quellion  of  Cordelia,  and  her  father. 

Requires  a fitter  place.5 } 

Alb.  Sir,  by  your  patience, 

I hold  yon  bnt  a fubje&  of  this  war. 

Not  as  a brother. 

Reg.  That’s  as  we  lift  to  grace  him. 

Mcthinks,  our  pleafure  might  have  been  demanded, 
Ere  you  had  fpoke  fo  far.  He  led  our  powers  ; 
Bore  the  commiffion  of 4 my  place  and  perfon  ; 


• And  turn  our  impreft'd  lances  in  our  eyes  — ] i.  e.  Turn  the  laune* 
men  urhom  we  have  hired  by  giviug  them  prtjt-mooay  (See  p.  49I, 
•n.  4-  ) a gain  ft  u». 

So,  in  Antonj  and  Cleopatra , Ad  III.  fc.  rii. 

11 people 

Ingrofs’d  by  fwift  imprefs 

Imprefs , however,  in  (hit  place,  may  poffibly  have  ill  common 
fign  ibcaiiOQ.  SiefvknS. 

* [ At  this  time%  &c.  ] This  paflage,  well  worthy  of  reftori- 

tion,  i»  omitted  in  tbe  folio.  Johnson. 

s Requirei  a jitter  place.  ] i.  c.  The  deteis&ination  of  the  quef* 
lion  what  (hall  be  done  with  Cotdelia  aod  her  father,  ihould  be 
veferved  for  greater  privacy.  Stievini. 

4 Here  ike  comunflion  0] J Cimmijlon , for  authority. 

Wariuiton* 
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The  which  immediacy  5 may  well  (land  up, 

And  call  itfelf  your  brodier. 

Gon.  Not  fo  hot: 

In  his  own  grace  * he  doth  exalt  himfelf, 

More  than  in  your  advancement.7 

Reg.  In  my  rights, 

By  me  inverted,  he  compeers  the  beft. 

Gon.  That  were  the  moil,  ifhe  Ihould  hufband 
you.8 

Reg:  Jcfters  do  oft  prove  prophets. 

Gon.  Holla,  holla ! 

That  eye,  that  told  you  fo,  look’d  but  a-fquint.* 

1 The  which  immediacy-— — ] Immediacy  \%  fupumacy  in  oppo* 
fition  to  Jubordinotion%  which  haft  quiddam  medium  between  itfelf 
and  power.  Johnson. 

Immediacy  here  implies  proximity  without  intervention;  in  rank* 
or  ftich  a plenary  delegation  of  anthoriry,  as  to  cooftitute  the  perfoa 
on  whom  it  is  confcricd,  another  self  : alLt  hr  idem.  Henley. 

Immediacy  is,  I think,  clofe  and  immediate  connexion  with  me, 
and  dire#  authority  from  me,  without,  to  ufc  Dr.  Johufon'a 
voids,  quiddam  medium.  So,  in  Hamlet : * 

41  ——let  the  world  take  note, 

44  You  are  the  moil  immediate  to  our  throne.**  Malone. 

6 In  his  own  grace ] Grace  here  means  accomplijhmenh , or 

honours.  So,  in  The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona: 

41  With  all  good  grace  to  grace  a gentleman.”  Stfeveks. 

1 . --  in  your  advancement.  ] So  the  quartos.  Folio — your  ad- 

dition. Malone. 

• Coo.  That  were  the  moil,  if  he  Jhotld  hufiand  you.  ] If  he 
were  married  to  you,  you  could  not  fay  more  than  this,  nor  could 
he  enjoy  greater  power. — Thus  the  quattos.  In  the  folio  this  line 
is  given  to  Alban).  Malone. 

0 That  eye*  that  told  you/ot  look'd  but  a-fquint.  ] Alluding  to  the 
proverb:  41  Love  being  jealous  makes  a good  eye  look  a/quin/.'* 

See  Ray's  Collection*  Stelvlns. 

So  Milton : 

*4  And  gladly  banifo  J quint  /ufpirion.”  Comus. 

Holt  White. 
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Reg.  Lady,  I am  not  well ; elfe  I fliould  anfwer 
From  a full-flowing  ftomach.—  General, 

Take  thou  my  foldiers,  prifoners,  patrimony; 
Difpofe  of  them,  of  me ; the  walls  are  thine:* 
Witnefs  the  world,  that  I create  thee  here 
My  lord  and  matter. 

Gon.  Mean  yon  to  enjoy  him? 

Alb.  The  let-alone  lies  notin  your  good  will,* 
Edm.  Nor  in  thine,  lord. 

Alb.  Half-blooded  fellow,  yes. 

Reg.  Let  the  drum  ftrike,  and  prove  my  title 
thine.4  [ To  Edmund. 

Alb.  Stay  yet;  hear  reafon: — Edmund,  I arrefl  • 
thee 

On  capital  treafon  ; and,  in  thy  arreft,* 

This  gilded ferpen t : [pointing  to  Gon.] — for  yonr 
claim,  fair  fitter, 


* — — tie  walls  art  thine : ] A metaphorical  phrafe  taken  fre» 
camp,  and  fignifyiug,  to  furtender  at  dijerttion.  Warburton. 

A fimilar  allufion  occurs  io  Cjmbefine  : 

“ The  heavens  hold  firm  lie  walls  of  tby  dear  honour." 

Stbkvims. 

3 The  let-alone  ties  not  in  your  good  will.  ] Whether  he  (hall  not 
•r  (hall,  depends  not  on  your  choice.  Johnson. 

Albany  meant  to  tell  his  wife,  that,  however  die  might  want 
the  power,  (he  evidently  did  not  want  the  inclination  to  prevent 
the  match.  Ritson. 

To  obf.ruH  their  union  lies  not  in  yonr  good  pleafure  : your  veti 
will  avail  nothing.  Malone. 

4 Reg.  Let  the  drum  JlrHe,  See.  ] So  the  folio.  This  line  is 
given  to  the  Ba/lard  in  the  quartos,  and  they  read. 

Let  the  drum  ftrike,  and  prove  my  title  good. 

Regan,  it  appears  from  this  fpeech,  did  not  know  that  Albany 
had  difeharged  her  forces.  Malone. 

*  tky  arref,  } The  quartos  read—  /live  attaint.  Stzcveks. 
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I bar  it  in  the  intereft  of  my  wife ; 

’Tis  (he  is  fub-contrafled  to  this  lord. 

And  I,  her  hulband,  contradict  yonr  bans. 

If  you  will  marry,  make  your  love  tome, 

Mylady  is  bcfpoke. 

Gow  An  interlude  ! * 

Alb.  Thon  art  arm'd,  Gloltcr: — Let  the  trumpet 
found : 7 

If  none  appear  to  prove  upon  thy  pcrfon, * 

Thy  heinous,  manifcll,  and' many  treafons. 

There  is  my  pledge;  [ throwingdown  a glove.]  I’ll 
prove  it  on  thy  heart. 

Ere  I tafic  bread,  tbou  art  in  nothing  lefs 
Than  1 have  here  proclaim’d  thee. 

Reg.  Sick,  O,  fick! 

Gon.  If  not.  I’ll  ne’er  trull  poifon.5  [ AJide. 
Edm.  There’s  my  exchange:  [throwing  down  a 
glove.  ] what  in  the  world  he  is 
That  names  me  traitor,  villain-like  he  lies : 

Call  by  thy  trumpet:  he  that  dares  approach. 

On  him,  on  you,  (who  not?)  I will  maintain 
My  truth  and  honour  firmly. 

Alb.  A herald,  ho  ! 

Edm.  A herald,  ho,  a herald  ! * 


• In'  intnludt ! ] Thi*  fliort  exclamation  of  Goneril  it  added 
So  the  folio  edition,  I fuppofe,  only  to  break  thefpeech  of  Albany, 
that  the  exhibition  on  the  ft  age  might  be  more  diftinft  and  intelli- 
gible. 

* — Ltt  tkt  trumptt  found  : ] Thefe  words  are  not  in  the  quartos. 

Malomi. 

* thy  pcrfon,  ] The  quartos  read — thy  ketd,  SntvisS. 

„ * poifon,  ] The  folio  reads — mtdieint.  Stecvbns. 

• A ktt*ld%  Ice.]  This  fpcecli  I have  teftored  from  the  quartos. 

Sr  iivens. 
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Alb.  Trnft  to  thy  fingle  virtue; 3 for  thy  foldiers. 
All  levied  in  my  name,  have  in  my  name 
Took  their  difcharge. 

Reg.  This  ficknefs  grows  'upon  me. 

I 

Enltr  a Herald. 

Alb.  She  is  not  well ; convey  her  to  my  tent. 

[Ext*  Regan,  led. 
Come  hither,  herald,— Let  the  trumpet  found, — 
And  read  out  this. 

Off.  Sound,  trumpet.4 

[A  trumpet  founds. 


Herald  reads. 

If  any  man  of  quality,  or  degree,  within  the  lijls  of 
the  army?  will  maintain  upon  Edmund,  fuppofed  earl 
of  Glofler,  that  he  is  a manifold  traitor,  let  him  ap- 
pear at  the  third  found  of  the  trumpet:  He  is  bold  in 
his  defence. 

Edm.  Sound.*  [ 1.  trumpet. 

Her.  Again.  [ a-  trumpet. 

Her.  Again.  [ 3.  trumpet. 

[ Trumpet  anfwers  within. 


*  thy  ftvglt  virtue;]  i.  «.  valour  ; a Roman  fenfe  of  tbt 

word.  Thu  % Raleigh : *4  The  cooqueft  of  Palcftin#  with  Hagular 
virtue  they  performed.*’  Steevens. 

4 SiUHdt  trumpet.]  I have  added  tbi*  from  the  quarto*.  Stiiven#. 

*  within  the  lifts  cf  the  army,]  The  quarto*  read: — iritbi* 

the  hojl  of  the  array,—.  Steevens. 

* Edm.  Siani.]  Omitted  iu  the  folio.  Malomi. 
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Enter  Edgar,  termed,  preceded  by  a Trumpet. 

Alb.  Aik  him  his  purpofes,  why  he  appears 
Up  on  this  call  o’  the  trumpet.  j 

Her.  What  are  you? 

Your  name,  your  quality?  and  why  you  anfwer 
This  prelent  fummons? 

Edg.  Know,  my  name  is  loft; 

By  treafon’s  tooth  bare-gnawn,  and  canker-bit: 
Yet  am  I noble,'  as  the  adverfary 
I come  to  cope  withal. 

Alb.  Which  is  that  adverfary? 

Edg.  What’s  he,  that  fpeaks  for  Edmund  earl  of 
Gloftcr? 

Edm.  Himfclf ; — What’s  fay’ll  thou  to  him  ; 
Edm.  Draw  thy  fword; 

That,  if  my  fpeech  offend  a noble  heart, 

Thy  arm  may  do  thee  juftice  : here  is  mine. 7 
Behold,  it  is  the  privilege  of  mine  honours. 


* Tit  tm  I nitti,  tc.  On*  of  the  quarto*  rtadi  t 
yet  are  / nou't% 

White  ii  the  acveifaric  I come  to  cope  withal? 

—erf  l moutt  is,  1 fuppote,  a corruptioa  of—  (]*  I move  it, 

Steivins. 

The  other  qoarto  alfo  reads— Where  is  the  adverfary,  See.  omit- 
ting the  words — tel  am  I noble , which  are  ouly  found  in  the  folio. 
The  word  withal  is  wanting  in  that  copy.  Malone. 

7 — hut  is  mine,  kc.]  Here  I draw  my  fword.  Behold,  it  it  the 
privilege  or  right  of  my  profclBon  to  draw  it  againft  a traitor.  I 
protefl  therefore,  kc. 

It  is  not  the  charge  itftlf  (as  Dr.  Warburton  has  erroneoufly 
Haled,)  but  the  right  of  bringing  the  charge  and  maintaining  it 
with  hit  fwordt  which  Edgsr  call*  the  privilege  of  his  profeffion. 

Maloni. 
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My  oath,  and  my  profeffion : 8 I protefl, — > 

Mangre*  thy  ftrength,  youth,  place,  and  eminence,  , 
Defpite  thy  viftor  fword,  and  fire-new  fortune. 

Thy  valour,  and  thy  heart,  — thou  art  a traitor : 

Falfe  to  thy  gods,  thy  brother,  and  thy  father ; 
Confpirant  ’gainfl*  this  high  illnftrioas  prince; 

And,  from  the  extreme!!  upward  of  thy  head, 

To  the  defcentand  dnfl  beneath  thy  feet,5 
A mod  toad-fpotted  traitor.  Say  thou,  Ao, 

This  fword,  this  arm,  and  my  bed  fpirits,  are 
bent 

To  prove  upon  thy  heart,  whereto  I fpeak, 

Thon  lied. 


• Behold , it  is  tkt  privilege  of  mine  honours. 

My  oath,  and  my  projejjions  ] The  charge  he  » going  to  bring 
againft  the  Baftard,  he  call#  the  privilege,  fee.  To  underfland 
which  phrafeology,  we  m»ft  confidcr  that  the  old  rights  of  knight- 
hood are  here  alluded  to;  wbofe  oath  and  profeffion  requited  him 
to  difeover  all  treafons,  and  whofe  privilege  it  was  to  have  his 
challenge  accepted,  or  otherwife  to  have  his  charge  taken  pro  con - 
Jeff*.  For  if  one  who  was  no  knight  accufcd  another  who  was, 
that  other  was  under  no  obligatiou  to  accept  the  challenge.  On 
this  account  it  was  necefl.iry,  as  Edgar  came  difguifed,  to  tell  the 
Baflard  he  was  a knight.  Warsurton. 

The  priviiegt  of  this  oath  means  the  privilege  gained  by  taking 
the  oath  admimftered  in  the  regular  initiation  of  a knight  pro* 
felled.  Johnson. 

The  quartos  read— -it  is  the  privilege  of  my  tongue.  Stkivins. 

The  f jlio  reads  : 

Behold,  it  is  tny  privilege , 

The  privilege  of  mine  honours , 

My  oath  and  my  profeflion.  Maloni. 

• Maugrt ] i.  e.  notwithftaodiag.  So,  in  Twelfth-night  r 

“ 1 love  thee  fo,  that  maugre  all  thy  pride — — 

Stikvkns, 

B Confpirant  *gainjl ] The  quartos  read: 

Confpicuate  ’gainft. Ste&vens. 

1 beneath  thy  feat,  J So  tba  quartos.  Folio  : ielow  thy 

foot . Malone. 
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Edm.  In  wifdoin,  I flionld  afk  thy  name  ;* 

But,  fmcc  thy  outfidc  looks  fo  fair  and  warlike, 

And  that  thy  tongue  Come 'fay  of  breeding  breathes,4 
What  fafe  and  nicely  I might  well  delay 3 
By  rule  of  knighthood,  1 difdain  and  fpnrn : 

Back  do  I tofs  thefe  treafons  to  thy  head  ; 

With  the  hell-hated  lie  o’cnvhelm  thy  heart; 
Which,  (for  they  yet  glance  by,  and  fcarcely  brnife,) 


8 In  wifdom,  / fhould  ajk  thy  name ;]  Beeaufe,  if  bit  adverfary 
was  not  of  equal  rank,  Edmund  might  have  declined  the  combat. 
Hcacd  the  herald  proclaimed  — 44  If  any  man  of  quality  or  degree,* 
fee.  So  Goneril  afterwards  fays, 

44  By  the  law  of  arms,  thou  waft  not  bound  to  anfwer 
44  An  *inieou/n  oppoliie.”  Malone. 

1 And  that  thy  tongue  font  ’fay  of  breeding  breathes^  ’Ji;,  for 
tjfay,  fomc  (how  or  probability.  Pope. 

Say  is  famp'e,  a lade.  So,  in  Sidney: 

44  So  good  a fay  iuvites  the  eye 
44  A little  downward  to  cfpy  ..** 

Again,  in  the  Preface  to  Maurice  Kyffin’s  traeflation  of  the 
dndria  of  Terence,  i5SS: 

44  Some  other  like  placet  I could  recite,  but  thefe  flxa.ll  fuffice 
for  a fay,*9 

Again,  in  Revenge  for  Honour , by  Chapman: 

44 But  pray  do  not 

44  Tate  the  firft  fay  of  her  yourfelves-'  ■ ■ ■.’* 

Again,  in  The  Unnatural  Combat , by  MafBnger  : 

44  — — or  to  take 

44  A fa y of  venifon,  or  ftale  fowl. — ** — 

Again,  la  Holtnfh/d,  p.  S47:  44  He  (C.  Wolfey)  made  duket 
and  erlei  to  ferve  him  of  wine,  with  a fay  taken,"  See.  To  take 
the  affair  was  the  technical  term.  S rtEvr ns. 

1 Wk»t  fafe  and  nicely  lc.]  The  phrafeology  Is  here  very  licen- 
tious. I fuppofe  the  meaning  is,  That  delay  which  by  tbe  laws 
of  knighthood  I might  make,  1 fcorn  to  make.  Nicely  is,  puoc- 
tilioully ; if  I ftood  on  minute  forms.  This  line  is  not  io  the 
quartos ; and  furrtilhes  one  more  proof  of  what  readeti  are  fo  flow 
to  admit,  that  a whole  line  is  foraetimei  omitted  at  the  prefs.  Tbe 
fubfequent  line  without  this  is  noufenfe.  See  Vol.  XV.  p.  J49, 
m.  7 ; aud  Vol.  VI.  p.  7,  u*  4.  Maloni. 
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This  fword  of  mine  (hall  give  them  inflant  way, 
Where  they  fhail  reft  forever.5 — Trumpets,  fpcak. 

[Alarums.  They  fight.  Edmund  falls. 

Alb.  G fave  him,  favehim! 

Gon.  T his  is  mere  praflice,  Glofler:’ 

By  the  law  of  arms,*  thou  wall  not  bound  to  an> 
fwer5 

An  unknown  oppolite ; thon  art  not  vanquilh’d, 
But  cozen’d  and  beguil’d. 

Alb.  Shut  your  mouth,  dame, 

Or  with  this  paper  fhall  I flop  it: — Hold,  fir: — 
Thou  worfe  than  any  name,  read  thine  own  evil:— 
No  tearing,  lady;  I perceive,  you  know  it. 

[Gives  the  letter  to  Edmnnd. 
Gon.  Say,  if  I do;  the  laws  are  mine,  not  thine : 
Who  fhall  arraign  me  foft? 

Alb.  Mod  monftrous!  * 

• Where  Itrf  Jholl  nj  for  Ivor.  ] To  Hot  f loti,  where  they  Bull 
reft  for  cveir ; i.  c.  thy  heart.  Meloni. 

1 Alb.  0/tvt  lim.Jovikim! 

Goa.  Tiii  m miri  praBici,  Gtcjlir : ] Thee  ell  the  topiei  • 
but  I have  ventured  to  place  the  two  hemiftiche  to  Goneiil.  ’Tie 
abfurd  that  Albany,  who  knew  Edmund',  treafoni,  and  hi,  owa 
erife'e  pafirou  for  him,  Chouid  be  folicitou,  to  have  hi,  life  fared. 

Theosal*. 

Albany  defire,  that  Edmund’e  life  might  be  fpared  at  ptefeot. 
Only  to  obtain  hit  confcf&on,  and  to  convifi  him  openly  by  hie 
owa  letter.  Johnson. 

The  word,,  Hold,  Jit,  ia  Albany's  oeat  fpeecb,  (how  that  thg 
old  copic,  are  right.  Melons, 

• By  Hi  law  of  arms,  ] So  the  quartos.  Folio — of  wot. 

Maloni. 

•  Hot  wojt  not  toood  to  oufan  — ] One  of  the  quartos 

read,: 

— — thou  orl  not  bound  to  o fir,  itc.  St*evim. 

! MoJ  monjlrom  I ] So  the  quart*  of  which  the  fitft  Cgnatare  ia  J|. 
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Know’ll  thou  this  paper? 

Gon.  Aik  me  not  what  I know. 

[ Exit  Goneril. 

Alb.  Go  afteT  her:  (he’s  deaerate ; govern  her. 

[ To  an  Officer,  who  goes  out . 
Edm.  What  yon  have  charg’d  me  with,  that  have 
I done; 

And  more,  much  more:  the  time  will  bring  it  out; 
’Tis  pall,  and  fo  am  I : But  what  art  thon, 

That  haft  this  fortune  on  me?  If  thou  art  noble, 

I do  forgive  thee. 

Edg.  Let’s  exchange  chatity. 1 

I am  no  lefs  in  blood  than  thou  art,  Edmund; 

If  more,  the  more  tbou  haft  wrong’d  me. 

My  name  is  Edgar,  and  thy  father’s  fon. 

The  gods  are  juft,  and  of  our  pleafant  vice* 

Make  inftruments  to  feourge  ns:4 

The  dark  and  vicious  place  where  thee  he  got, 

Coll  him  bis  eyes. 

Edm.  Thou  haft  fpoken  right,  ’tis  true  . 


and  the  folio.  The  other  quarto  reads — Mew fttr,  know'll  thou 
this  paper?  The  folio — Mot  mooilrous,  O know'fl,  fcc. 

Malone. 

“ Knoweft  thou  thefe  letters?"  fays  Leir  to  Ragan,  in  the  old 
anonymous  play,  when  he  (hows  her  both  her  own  and  her  filler's 
letters,  which  were  written  to  procure  hit  death.  Upon  which  (he 
fnatchet  the  letters  and  tears  them.  Steeyens. 

* Lift  tnhatit  iktrity.  ] Our  author  by  negligence  glees  hie 

heathens  the  fcotimeuit  and  pra&iccs  of  chriflianity.  In  Hamlti 
there  it  the  fame  folcraa  ad  of  final  reconciliation,  but  with  exad 
propriety,  for  the  perfonages  are  Chriftiant : 

“ Exchange  forgivcoefs  with  me,  noble  Hamlet,"  Ice. 

Johnson.- 

! — — It  Jiotrfi  to  .-  ] Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio  reads; 

, — to  fltfut  ui.  Stievens.  . 
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The  wheel  is  come  full  circle; 6 I am  here. 

Alb.  Methought,  thy  vary  gait  did  prophecy 
A royal  noblenefs: — I mail  embrace  thee; 

Let  forrow  fplit  my  heart,  if  ever  I 
Did  hate  thee,  or  thy  father ! 

Edg.  Worthy  prince, 

I know  it  well.  * 

Alb.  Where  have  you  hid  yourfelf? 

How  have  yon  known  the  miferies  of  yonr  father? 
Edg.  By  nurfing  them,  my  lord.  Lift  a brief 
tale  ; — 

And,  when  ’tis  told,  O,  that  my  heart  would  burft ! — 
The  bloody  proclamation  to  efcapc. 

That  follow’d  me  fo  near,  (O  onr  lives’  fweetnefsl 
That  with  the  pain  of  death  we’d  hourly  die, 7 
Rather  than  die  at  once!)  taught  me  to  Ihift* 

Into  a mad-man’s  rags;  to  alfume  a fcmblance 
That  very  dogs  difdain’d:  and  in  this  habit 
Met  I my  father  with  his  bleeding  rings, 

Their  precious  Bones  new  loft; 3 became  his  guide, 

* — full  nrclt;  ] Quarto,  full  tirclsd.  Johnson. 

c / know  it  well.  ] The  adverb— util,  was  fupplied  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Haomcr  for  the  fake  of  metre.  Steevins. 

* That  with  the  pain  of  death  lec.  ] Thus  both  the  quartos.  The 
folio  reads  unintelligibly,  That  we  the  pain.  See.  The  original 
copiei  have  would ; but  this  was,  1 apprehend,  a mifprint  in  thofc 
copict  for  w'culd,  i.  e.  we  u>ould , or,  as  we  (bould  now  write  it, 
we’d.  In  The  Tempejt  we  have  jKould  for  Jht  would.  See  Vol.  IV. 
p.  58,  n.  9.  Malone. 

1 The  bloody  proclamation  to  eft  apt. 

taught  me  to  fhift — ] A wifi  to  cfcape  the  bloody  pro- 
clamation, taught  me,  &c.  Malone. 

* — — kis  bleeding  tings,  , 

Their  precious  Jionei  new  loft  } ] So,  in  Psrioles , Prince  of  1pr#> 
if 09 : 

“ Her  eye-lids , cafe*  to  thof*  heavenly  jrwr/r 
11  Which  Periclc*  hath  loft— Maeone. 
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Led  him,  begg'd  for  him,  fav’d  him  from  defpair; 
Never  (O  fault!)  reveal’d  myfclf  unto  him. 

Until  fome  half  hour  paft,  when  I was  arm’d. 
Not  fare,  though  hoping,  of  this  good  fuccefs, 

I alk’d  his  blefling,  and  from  firft  to  laft 
Told  him  my  pilgrimage:  But  his  flaw’d  heart, 
(Alack,  too  weak  the  conflict  to  fupport!) 

’Twixt  two  extremes  of  paflion,  joy  and  grief, 
Burft  fmilingly. 

Edm.  This  fpeech  of  yours  hath  mov’d  me. 
And  fhall,  perchance,  do  good:  but  fpeakyou  on  ; 
You  look  as  you  had  fomething  more  to  lay. 

Alb.  If  there  be  more,  more  woful,  hold  it  in; 
For  I am  almofi.  ready  to  diflolvc, 

Hearing  of  this. 

[ Ldg.  3 This  would  have  feern’d  a period 

To  fuch  as  love  notforrow;  but  another, 

To  amplify  too-much,  would  m^ke  much  more. 
And  top  extremity.  “ 

* [ Efa  ] The  lines  between  crotchets  are  doe  in  the  folio. 

Johnson. 

9 ■■  — This  would  have  ft  tin  d a period 

To  fuch  as  lovs  not  forrow  ; but  another, 

Jo  amplify  too-mucA,  t vould  make  much  moret 

And  top  extremity.  ] The  reader  eafily  fees  that  this  refledion 
refers  to  the  Baftard’s  defiling  to  hear  mote ; and  to  Albany's 
thinking  be  had  faid  enough.  But  it  is  corrupted  into  miferablc 
nonfeofe.  We  (hould  read  it  thus  : 

This  would  have  feem’d  a peiiod.  But  fuch 
As  love  to  amplify  another’s  furrow. 

To  much,  would  make  much  more,  aud  top  extremity, 
i.  e.  This  to  a common  humanity  would  have  been  thought  the 
ntmoft  of  my  fufferings  j but  fuch  as  love  cruelly  are  always  fur 
adding  more  to  much,  till  they  reach  the  extremity  of  mifc>y. 

Warburton. 

The  fenfe  may  probably  be  this.  This  mould  have  femed  1 
period  to  fuch  as  love  not  furrow;  but— another  * i.  e.  but  I mull 
*dd  another , i.  e.  another  period,  another  kind  of  coutluBou.  to 
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Whilft  I was  big  in  clamour,  came  there  a man, 
Who  having  lecn  me  in  my  worfl  eftaic, 

Shunn’d  my  abhorr’d  fociety;  but  then,  finding 


my  ftory,  fuch  as  will  increafe  the  horrors  of  what  has  been  al- 
ready told.  So,  in  King  Richard  //.* 

“ I play  the  torturer,  by  fmall  and  finall, 

44  To  lengthcu  out  the  worft."-  — ■■  Stlevens. 

This  would  have  fttm'd  a period 
To  fuch  as  love  not  forrow  ; hut  another , 

To  amplify  loo-much,  would  make  much  more , 

And  lop  extremity.  ) So,  in  Venus  and  Adonis  : 

»»  Devifc  extremes  beyond  extremity/* 

Too-nuch  is  here  iifed  as  a fubftantive.  A period  is  an  end  or 
conclnboo.  So,  in  King  Richard  III  • 

44  O,  let  me  make  tbe  period  to  my  curfc.” 

This  refte&ion  perhaps  refers,  as  Dr.  Warburton  has  obferved, 
to  the  baftard's  defiring  to  hear  more,  aud  to  Albany's  thinking 
that  enough  had  been  (aid.  This,  fays  Edgar,  would  have  feeraed 
the  utmoil  completion  of  woe,  to  fuch  as  do  not  delight  in  forro  ’ •, 
but  another , of  a different  difpofition,  to  amplify  mifery,  wcmiIJ 
44  give  more  Jlrtngth  to  that  which  hath  too  much." 

Edgar’s  words,  however,  may  have  no  reference  to  whatEdmund 
has  faid  ; arid  he  may  only  allude  to  tbe  relation  he  is  about  to  give 
of  Kent's  adding  a new  forrow  to  what  Edgar  already  fullered,  ov 
recounting  the  mifeiies  which  tbe  old  kingand  bis  faithful  follower 
liad  endured. 

Mr.  S'.ecvcns  points  thus  : 

but  another;  — 

To  amplify  too  much,  would  make  much  more, 

And  top  extremity  : — 

But  if  fuch  a puocluation  be  adopted,  what  (hall  we  do  with 
the  word  would , which  is  thus  left  without  a nomiuative  cafe  * A* 
preceding  editor,  who  introduced  the  above  puuduatiou,  to  obtain 
Ionic  fenfe,  reads  and  points: 

■■  ■ but  another  : — 

( lo  amplify  too-mucli,  to  make  much  more, 

And  top  extremity,  ) 

Whilft  1 waj  big,  See. 

and  indeed  without  that  alteration,  the  words  thus  pointed  afford, 
in  my  apprehenhon,  no  feufe.  Mai.onf. 

c 

Mr.  Malone’s  explanation  nuv  be  juft  ; aud  yet  it  is  probable 
that  we  are  flruggling  with  a paflage,  the  obfeurity  of  which  is  de- 
rived from  its  couupiioa.  Stelvens. 

Vol.  XX.  Nn 
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Who  ’twrvs  that  fo  endur’d,  with  his  ftrong  arms 
He  faflen’d  on  my  neck,  and  bellow’d  out 
As  he’d  burfl  heaven  ; threw  him  on  my  father:* 
Told  the  mod  piteous  tale  of  Lear  and  him. 

That  ever  ear  receiv'd:  which  in  recounting. 

His  grief  grew  puiffant,  and  the  drings  of  life 
Began  to  crack:  Twice  then  the  trumpet  founded,4 
And  there  1 left  him  tranc’d. 

At  B.  But  who  was  this  ? 

Edg.  Kent,  ilr , the  banidr'd  Kent;  who  in  dtf- 
guife 

Follow’d  his  enemy  king,  and  did  him  fcrvice 
Improper  for  a Have.  ] 

Enter  a Gentleman  kajlily , with  a bloody  knife. 

Gent.  Help!  help!  O help  ! 

Log.  What  kind  of  help  ? 

Alb.  Speak)  man. 

t 

* __  threw  him  en  tn y father  ; ] The  quartos  read, 

. threw  me  on  my  father. 

The  modern  editoit  have  coriefled  the  paffage,  ai  it  is  novr 
printed,  and  as  I fuppofc  it  to  have  been  originally  written,  There 
is  tragiik  propriety  in  Kent’s  throwing  himltlf  on  the  body  of  a 
deccaled  f.iend;  but  this  propriety  is  loft  in  the  aB  of  dumbly 
tumbling  a fon  ovtr  the  lifclcfs  remains  of  his  father.  Steevens. 

“■■■■■  me  e«  mj  fetter;}  Thus  both  the  quartos,  where 
alouc  this  fpeech  is  found.  Mr.  Theobald,  and  the  fubfcqtient 
editoit,  lead— threw  tin  on  my  father.  This  is  a new  and  dilUnet 
ideas  but  I do  not  think  myfclf  warranted  to  adopt  it  j the  text 
being  mielligible,  and  it  being  very  improbable  that  the  word  me 
Oiculd  have  been  printed  inllcad  of  him  —Kent  in  his  tranfport 
of  joy,  at  meeting  Edgar,  e.nbrattd  I ins  with  fuch  violence,  at 
to  throw  him  ou  the  dead  body  of  Gloftcr.  Malone. 

« the  trumpet  founded,  ) .lie  quartos,  where  alone  this 

fpeech  is  found,  read  trumpet! ; but  it  was  certainty  a mifpriut, 
for  one  tiumpcl  only  had  founded.  Dr.  Johufou  made  the  cor* 
reaiou.  Malone. 
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Enc.  What  means  that  bloody  knife  ? 

Gent.  ’I is  hot,  it  fmokes  ; 

It  came  even  from  the  heart  of5 — 

Alb.  Who,  man?  fpeak.6 

Gent.  Your  lady,  fir,  your  lady:  and  her  filler 
Bv  her  is  poifon’d  ; fhe  confefles  it.7 

Edm.  I was  contra&ed  to  them  both;  all  three 
Now  marry  in  an  inflant.  * 

Alb.  Produce,  their  bodies,  be  they  alive  or 
dead ! — 

This  judgement 9 of  the  heavens,  that  makes  us 
tremble, 

Touches  us  not  with  pity.  [Exit  Gent. 


c from  the  heart  of—]  Here  the  folio,  in  defiance  of  metre 

dud  propriety,  add* — 

0 Jhe's  dead  ! Steevens. 

* Wk$%  mat’  fptat.  ] The  folio  reads,  Who  dead f Speak  man. 

, Steevens. 

9 — fhe  confcflcs  it.  ] Thus  the  firft  and  fecood  folio. 

The  quauoi  — (he  hat  (and  hath  ] confcfs'd  it.  As  thefe  readings 
ore  equally  proper,  I have  chofeu  the  more  metrical  of  the  two. 

Steevens. 

* Now  marry  in  an  infant.  ] In  the  folio,  after  thefe  words,  we 
have — 

Edg.  Here  amts  Kent. 

Enter  Kent. 

and  the  words  — 0,  ii  this  he , are  fpoken  by  Albany,  immediately 
after  touches  iu  not  with  pity . I have  followed  the  quartos. 

Malone 

9 This  judgement  8cc.  ] If  Shakfpeare  had  ftudied  Ariflotle  all 
liil  life,  he  would  not  perhaps  have  been  able  to  mark  with  more 
precifion  the  diftioft  operations  of  terror  and  pity.  Tyrwhitt. 

This  it  the  reading  of  the  folio.  The  quartos  have — This  j*/- 
iicf,  fee.  Malone. 
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Enter  Kent. 

Edc.  Here  comes  Kent,  fir.  ’ 

Alb.  O ! it  is  he.1 

The  time  will  not  allow  the  compliment, 

Which  very  manners  urges. 

Kent.  I am  come 

To  bid  my  king  and  mailer  aye  good  night ; 

Is  he  not  here  ? 

Alb.  Great  thing  of  ns  forgot  ! — 

Speak,  Edmund,  where’s  the  king?  and  where’s 
Cordelia  ? — 

See’ll  thou  this  objeft,  Kent? 

[ The  bodies  o/Goneril  and  Regan  are  brought  in. 
Kent.  Alack,  why  thus  ? 

Edm.  Yet  Edmnnd  was  belov’d  : 3 

The  one  the  other  poifon’d  for  my  fake, 

And  after  flew  herfelf. 

Alb.  Even  fo. — Cover  their  faces. 

Edm.  I pant  for  life  .Some  good  I mean  to 
' do, 

Dcfpite  of  mine  own  nature.  Quickly  fend, — 


• litre  cones  Kent%  Jtr.  ] Tbc  manner  ia  which  Edgar  here 
mention*  Kent,  feems  to  rcqviire  the  lines  which  arc  infected  from 
the  firfl  edition  in  the  foregoing  fccnc.  Johnson. 

* 0!  it  is  he.  ] Thus  the  quartos.  Folio:  O,  is  this  he? 

Malone. 

3 Yet  Edmund  was  h lov'd :]  Rowe's  dying  Rake  fuggefts  to 
himfclf  a fimilar  confolaiion,  ariiiug  from  the  remembrance  of 
fucccfsful  gallantry  t 

44  Yet,  let  pot  this  advantage  fwell  thy  pride* 

14  I conqu-  r'd  in  my  turn,  in  love  / triumph'd" 

Thus  alfo  in  Tie  Docile  Marriage  by  Fletcher: 

44  — — - this  luppinefi  yet  flays  with  me: 

“ You  have  been  mine.*'  STEEVENS. 
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Be  brief  in  it,— to  the  caftle;  for  my  writ 
Is  on  the  life  of  Lear,  and  on  Cordelia: — 

Nay,  fend  in  time.  \ 

Alb.  Run,  ran,  O,  run — 

Edc.  To  who,  my  lord? — Who  has  the  office  ? 
fend 

Thy  token  of  reprieve. 

Edm.  Well  thought  on ; take  ray  fvvord. 

Give  it  the  captain.4 

Alb.  Hafle  thee,  for  thy  life.5  [Exit  Edgar. 

Edm.  He  hath  commiflion  from  thy  wife  and 
me 

To  hang  Cordelia  in  the  prifon,  and 
To  lay  the  blame  npon  her  own  defpair. 

That  (he  fordid  herfelf.6 

Alb.  The  gods  defend  her!  Bear  him  hence 
awhile.  [Edmund  is  borne  ojf. 

4 Give  it  the  captain.  ] The  quartos  read  : 

Take  my  fvvord,  the  captain, 

Give  it  the  captain. Steevens. 

5 Alb.  Hafle  thee,  Jot  thy  life.  ] Thus  the  quartos.  lo  the  folio 
this  fpeech  is  improperly  afligned  to  Edgar,  who  had  the  moment 
before  received  the  token  of  reprieve,  which  Edmund  enjoined  him 
to  give  the  officer,  in  whofe  cuftody  Lear  was.  Malone. 

9 That  Jhe  fordid  herfelf.  ] To  fordo , fignihes  to  dejlroy.  It  is 
ufed  again  in  Hamlet , Ad  V : 

“ ■ * did,  wiih  defperatc  hand, 

41  Fordo  its  own  life." Steevens. 

Here  the  folio  and  quarto  B uoneceiTarily  add—  That  Jhe  fordid 
herfelf,  i,  c.  dcAroycd  herfelf.  I have  followed  the  quarto  A. 

Malone. 
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Enter  Lear,  with  Cordelia  dead  in  his  arms;’ 
Edgar,  Officer,  and  Others. 

Lear.  Howl,  howl,  howl,  howl! — O,  you  are 
men  of  Hones  ; 

Had  I your  tongues  and  eyes,  I’d  ufe  them  fo 
That  heaven’s  vault  fhould  crack: — O,  flie  is  gone 
for  ever! — 

I know  when  one  is  dead,  jnd  when  one  lives  ; 
She’s  dead  as  earth  : — Lend  me  a looking-glafs  ; 

If  that  her  breath  will  mill  or  ftain  the  (lone, 

Why,  then  flie  lives. 

Kent.  Is  this  the  promis’d  end? 

Edg.  Or  image  of  that  horror  ? * 

1 Coritli a dead  in  his  arms This  princefs,  according  to 

the  old  hiftorians,  retired  with  viflory  from  the  battle  which  (he 
conduced  io  her  father’s  caufe,  and  thereby  replaced  him  on  the 
throne  : but  in  a fubfequent  one  fought  agaiuftltei  (after  the  death 
of  the  old  king)  by  the  Tons  of  Goneril  and  Regan,  (he  was  taken, 
and  died  miferably  in  prifon.  The  poet  found  this  in  hiftory, 
and  was  therefore  willing  to  precipitate  her  death,  which  he  knew 
had  happened  but  a few  years  after.  The  dramatick  writers  of  this 
age  fuifered  as  fuiall  a number  of  tbeir  heroes  and  heroines  to 
cfcape  as  poffiblc;  nor  could  the  filial  piety  of  this  lady,  any  more 
than  the  innocence  of  Ophelia,  prevail  on  Shakfpcarc  to  extend 
her  1if<*  beyond  her  misfortunes.  Steevens. 

Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  the  original  relate?  of  this  ftory,  fays, 
that  Cordelia  was  thrown  by  her  nephews  into  prifon,  “ where, 
fot  grief  at  the  lofs  of  her  kingdom,  ihe  killed  herjelj," 

Malone, 

* Kent  /i  this  tie  promis'd  end  f 
Edg.  Or  image  of  that  horror  ? ] It  appears  to  me  that  by  the 
ptemi/ed  end  Keui  docs  not  mean  that  eourluGon  which  the  ftate  of 
their  affairs  fectncd  to  promife,  but  the  end  of  the  world,  ia  St. 
Mark’s  Gofpel,  when  Cl. rift  forctcls  to  his  difciples  the  end  of  the 
world,  and  is  deferibiog  to  them  the  figns  that  were  to  precede, 
a''d  mark  the  approach  of,  our  final  difinluiion,  he  fays,  “ For 
»n  thofe  days  fUcll  be  aJjliQion  fuch  as  was  not  from  ike  beginning  of 
Ike  creation  wkich  God  created , unto  this  time , neither  fhall  be:'* 
and  afterwards  be  fays,  *4  Now  ike  brother  Jhall  betray  the  brother 


/ 


\ 

Digitized  by  Google 


Alb. 


KING  LEAR.  55i 

Fall,  and  ceafe  !* 


to  dralk%  ard  tie  father  the  Jon ; and  children  (halt  rift  up  againjl 
thr ir  parents^  and  Jhall  cauft  them  to  be  put  to  death."  Kent  ia 
coMcmphinig  the  unexampled  fcene  of  exquifite  aHii&ion  which 
was  then  before  him,  and  the  unnatural  attempt  of  Goocril  and 
Regan  againit  their  father's  life,  recollccis  thefe  paffiget,  and  afks, 
whether  that  was  the  end  of  the  world  that  had  been  foretold  to 
us.  1 o which  Edgar  adds,  or  only  a rcprefcntalion  or  rcfcmblance 
of  that  horror? 

So  Mat bnh,  when  he  calls  upon  Baoquo,  Malcolm,  8cc.  to 
view  Duncan  murdered,  fays, 

“ — ■ up,  up,  and  fee 

“ The  great  doom's  image!  " 

There  is  evidently  au  allufioo  to  the  fame  paffages  in  feripture, 
in  afpeecii  of  GloHer's,  which  lie  makes  in  the  fecond  fcene  of  the 
fi:  ft  ad : 

**  1 hefe  late  edipfrs  in  the  fun  and  moon  portend  no  good  to 
us ; —love  cools ; frirndlhip  falls  off;  brothers  divide;  in  cities, 
mutinies;  incouniries,  difeotd;  in  palaces  treafoo  ; and  the  bond 
crack'd 'twixt  Ion  and  father.  1 hit  villain  of  mine  comes  under 
the  prediction  i there's  Jon  again#  father;  the  king  falls  from  tko 
bias  of  nature;  there's  father  ag^injt  child : We  have  feen  the  bed 
of  our  time.” 

It  any  oiticks  fhould  urge  it  as  an  objedion  to  this  explanation, 
that  the  pcifons  of  the  drama  are  pagans,  auct  of  confequencc  uu- 
acquaiolcd  with  the  fciipturcs,  they  give  Shaklpeate  credit  for 
more  accuracy  than  I fear  be  pofleffed.  M.  Mason. 

This  oote  deferves  the  highefl  praife,  and  is  inferted  in  the  pre- 
fcot  work  with  the  utmofl  degree  of  gratitude  to  its  author. 

Steevens. 

1 entirely  agrre  with  Mr.  Mafon  in  his  happy  explanation  of  this 
paBagc.  In  a fpeech  which  our  poet  has  put  ioto  the  mouth  of 
young  Clifford  in  Ike  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  VI.  a Gmilar 
imagery  is  found.  On  feeing  the  dead  body  of  his  father,  who 
was  flain  in  battle  by  the  duke  of  York,  be  exclaims, 

44  — O,  let  the  vile  world  end, 

44  And  the  picmifcd  Barnes  of  the  laft  day 
4‘  Knit  earth  and  heaven  together! 

“ Now  let  the  general  trumpet  blow  bis  blaft, 

41  Particularities  aud  petty  founds 
41  To  ceafe!** 

There  is  no  trace  of  thefe  lines  in  the  old  play  on  which  Tie 
Second  Part  of  King  Henry  VI.  was  formed. 

Image  is  again  ufed  for  dcliucation  or  reprefentation,  in  Kir.g 
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Lear.  This  feather  Airs  ; * file  lives  ! if  it  be  fa, 

f 

Hinn  IV.  P.  I.  “ “ No  counterfeit,  but  the  true  and  pctfffl  im«*« 

of  life  indeed." 

Again,  in  Hamlet;  11  Xbc  play  is  the  image  of  a murder  done 
io  Vienna.’* 

Mr.  M.  Mafon  has  not  done  jufticc  to  bisingenious  explanation  of 
ihcfe  words,  hy  not  quoting  the  whole  of  the  paflage  tu  Macbttk  : 
“ up,  up,  and  fee 

44  The  great  doom's  imagf!  Malcolm!  Bauquo! 

**  As  from  your  graves  rife  up,  and  walk,  like  fprights, 

“ 1 o countenance  this  korrour 

Here  we  ftnd  dujetti  membra  fottee  ; the  fecond  and  fourth  line, 
taken  together,  fumifhiug  us  with  the  very  expicfliou  of  the  text. 

Malone. 

9 Fall , on d craft!]  Albany,  is  looking  with  attention  on  the 
pains  t;r*plo\cd  by  Lear  to  lecover  bis  child,  aud  knows  to  what 
tniferies  be  mud  furvive,  when  he  finds  them  to  be  incffeduaL 
Having  thefe  images  piefent  to  his  eyes  and  imagination,  he  cries 
out,  /fj/Acr  Ja!l%  and  craft  to  be.  at  once,  than  rontinue  in  exiflencc 
only  to  be  v t(l.  krd.  So,  in  All's  WeU%  8;c.  to  craft  is  ufed  for  to 
elite  and  in  Hamlet , the  death  of  majcfly  is  called  44  the  craft  of 
majefty/* 

Again,  in  A IPs  Well  that  Ends  Well : 

44  Or,  ere  they  meet,  in  me,  O nature,  ctaft! 

“ Both  fuffer  under  this  complaint  you  bring, 

14  And  both  fliali  teafe,  without  your  remedy.'*  Steevens. 

The  word  is  ufed  nearly  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  a former  fceoc  of 
this  play: 

44  Bids  the  wind  blow  the  earth  into  the  fra, 

44  Or  fvvcll  the  curled  waters  ’bove  the  main, 

44  That  things  might  change  or  craft." 

1 doubt,  however,  whether  Albany's  fpcech  is  addreffed  to  Lear. 

Malone. 

To  whom  then  is  it  addreffed  ? Steevens. 

There  it  a paffjge  in  the  Double  Marriage  of  Fletcher,  which 
fupports  Siccvtns’s  couji&ure:  Juliana  fays  to  Virolct, 

44  Be  what  you  plcafe,  this  bappioefs  yet  Bays  with  me, 

44  You  have  been  mine':  — oh  my  unhappy  fortune! 

44  Pand  Nay  break , and  die . 

44  Jul  1 cannot  yet ; I mull  live 
44  Till  1 fee  this  man  blcfl  in  bis  new  love, 

44  And  then  — **  M.  Mason. 

r This  feather  f irs;]  So,  in  The  White  Devil , or  Vittoria  Coiom - 
i6za  : 
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It  is  a chance  that  does  redeem  all  forrows 
1 hat  ever  I have  felt; 

Kent.  O my  good  matter'.!  [kneeling, 

Iear.  Pr’ythee,  away.  * 

Edg.  ’Lis  noble  Kent,  your  friend. 

Lear.  A plague  upon  you,  murderers,  traitors 
all ! 3 

I might  have  fav’d  her:  now  file’s  gone  forever!  — 
Cordelia,  Cordelia,  flay  a little.  Ha  ! 

What  is’t  thou  lay’ft?  — Her  voice  was  ever  foft,- 
Gentle,  and  low;  an  excellent  thing  in  woman  : — 

I kill’d  the  Have  that  was  a hanging  thee. 

Off.  Tis  true,  my  lords,  he  did. 

Lear.  Did  I not,  fellow? 

1 have  feen  the  day,  with  my  good  biting  faulchion 
1 would  have  made  them  (kip:4  I am  old  now, 


11  Fetch  a looking- glafi,  fee  if  his  breath  will  not  (lain  it  ; 
or  pull  fomc  feathers  from  my  pillow,  and  lay  them  to  bis  lipt." 

Steevens. 

A common  experiment  of  applying  a light  feather  to  the  lips 
of  a perfon  fuppofed  to  be  dead,  to  fee  whether  he  breathes. 

There  is  the  fame  thought  in  K.  Henry  IV.  P.  II.  Ad.  IV.  fc.  iv : 

44  By  his  gates  of  breath 

“ There  lies  a downy  feather , which  flirt  not.'' 

And  to  exprtfs  a total  ftillntfs  in  the  air,  in  Donne's  poem, 
called  7 he  Cairn,  there  is  the  like  fentiment;  which  Jonfon,  in  « 

Lis  converfaiion  with  Drummond  of  Hawtborndcn,  highly  com* 
mended  : 

41  — — in  one  place  lay 

44  Feathers  and  dufl , to-day  and  yeflerday.”  WhallEY. 

* ■ — murderers,  traitors  all!]  Thus  the  folio.  The  quartos 
read  - murderous  traitors  all.  Malone. 

J hive  fun  the  day,  with  my  good  hi  ting  faulchion  t 

4 I would  have  made  them  Jkip : ] It  is  difficult  for  an  author 

w**o  never  perufes  his  fitft  works,  to  avoid  repealing  fomc  of  tbe 
fame  thoughts  in  his  later  productions.  What  Lear  has  juft  faid, 
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And  thefe  fame  erodes  fpoil  me. — Who  are  you? 
Mine  eyes  are  none  o’  the  bed : — I’ll  led  you 
ftfaight. 

Kent.  11  fprtune  brag  of  two  die  lov’d  and 
hated. 

One  of  them  we  behold.* 

Lear.  1 his  is  a dull  fight:  * Are  you  not  Kent? 
Kent.  1 he  fame; 

Your  fervant  Kent:  Where  is  your  fervant  Gaiiis? 
m Lear.  He's  a good  fellow,  1 can  tell  you  that ; 
He’ll  duke,  and  quickly  too:  — He’s  dead  and 
rotten. 

Kent.  No,  my  good  lord;  I am  the  very  man ; — 

Lear.  I’ll  fee  that  draight. 

Kent.  That,  from  your  fird  of  difference  and 

decav,7 

/ 9 


had  been  anticipated  by  Jufliee  Shallow  io  The  Merry  Wives  of 
WinJ/ort  “I  have  feen  the  time  with  tny  long  fword  1 would 
have  made  you  four  tall  fellows  (kip  like  tan."  It  is  again  repeated 
* in  Otktllo : 

“ — I have  feen  the  day 

“ That  with  this  little  atm  aod  this  good  fword 
“ 1 bave  made  my  way,"  8cc.  Sit  evens. 

9 U forturie  brag  of  two  Jht  lov'd  and  hated% 

One  of  them  we  behold.  ] I (uppofe  by  the  two  whom  fortune 
# once  loved,  aud  then  hated,  K.cut  means,  Lear  and  himfclf ; and 

that  each  of  them,  looking  ou  the  other,  faw  a rare  inltance  of 
her  caprice.  He  may,  however,  be  only  iliiukiug  of  Lear,  the 
objed  of  her  hat*. 

ihis  is  the  reading  of  the  folio.  The  quartos  rend  — lov'd  or 
bated  ; and  they  may  be  right,  if  the  iatcrpiclalion  lad  given  be 
the  true  one.  Malone. 

* This  is  a dull  fight : ] Tbis  paflage  is  wanting  io  the  quartos. 

So,  in  Macbeth  i 

“ This  is  a forry  fight."  Stelveks. 

— of  dijemet  an d ] Decay  for  misfortunes. 
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Have  follow'd  your  fad  Reps. 

Leak.  You  arc  welcome  hither. 

Kent.  Nor  no  manelfe;*  all's  cheerlefs,  dark, 
and  deadly.  — 

Your  cldeR  daughters  have  fore-doom’d  them- 
I elves, 9 

And  defperately  are  dead. 

Lear.  Ay,  fo  I think. 

Alb.  He  knows  not  what  he  fays;1  and  vain  it  is 
That  we  prefent  us  to  him. 

Edg.  Very  bootlefs. 

Enter  an  Officer. 

Off.  Edmund  is  dead,  my  lord. 

Alb.  That’s  but  a trifle  here, — 

You  lords,  and  noble  friends,  know  our  intent. 
What  comfort  to  this  great  decay  may  come,* 


The  quartos  read  : 

That  from  your  life  of  difference  and  decay.  Steevens. 

* Nor  no  nan  lift;  ] Kent  means,  I welcome  ! No,  nor  no  man 
•Ife.  Malone. 

* fore-doom’d  taimfelves , ] Thus  the  quartos.  The  folio 

reads, — fordone. 

Have  for  r- doom  d thenfelves  is  — have  anticipated  their  own  doom. 
To  fordo  is  to  deftroy.  So,  in  Tajlor,  the  water-poet's  charadcr 
of  a ftrumpet : 

14  So  defperately  bad  ne'er  fordone  themfelves.” 

Again,  in  A Warning  for  faire  Women,  fcc.  iSgg:  41  Speak  who 
lias  done  this  deed?  thou  haft  not  fordone  tbyfeif,  haft  thou  ?** 

Stibvens. 

See  Vol.  VII.  p.  j68,  n.  g.  Malone. 

* — — he  fays  ; ] The  quartos  read  — be  Jetty  which  may  be 
right.  Stlevems. 

- What  comfort  to  this  great  decay  may  cone,  ] This  great  decay 
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Shall  be  applied  : For  us,  we  will  refign, 

During  the  life  of  this  old  majelly, 

To  him  our  ablolutc  power : — You,  to  your  rights; 

[To  Edgar  and  Kent. 

With  boot,  and  fuch  addition  as  your  honours 
Have  more  than  merited. 4 — All  friends  fhall  tafte 
The  wages  of  their  virtue,  and  all  foes 
The  cup  of  their  defervings.  — O,  fee,  fee ! 

Lear.  And  my  poor  fool  is  hang'd! 5 No,  no, 
no  life: 


is  I.car*  whom  Shzkfpeare  poetically  calls  fo,  and  means  the  fame 
as  if  lie  had  faid,  this  piece  of  dtcaj'd  royally , this  ruin'd  majtjij. 

Si L EVENS* 

A preceding  paflTace  in  which  Glofter  laments  Lear’s  frenzy, 
fully  fuppous  Mr.  Siccvcns's  interpretation  : 

“ O ruin'd  piece  of  nature  ! This  great  world 
“ Shall  fo  wear  out  to  nought." 

Again,  in  Julius  Cccfar : 

44  Thou  art  the  ruins  of  the  noblefl  man,  " &c.  Malone. 

* - — TflU,  tO  your  r i fk ts  ; 

With  boot,  and  Juck  addition  as  your  honours 
Have  more  than  merited- 1 Thefe  lines  aie  addrefled  to  Kent 
as  well  as  to  Edgar,  clfe  the  word  honours  would  not  have  been 
in  the  plural  number.  By  honours  is  meant  honourable  conduQ, 

t M.  Mason. 

With  loot,]  With  advautage,  with  increafe.  Johnson. 

* And  my  poor  fool  is  hang'd!]  This  is  an  expreffion  of  tcoder- 
nefs  for  his  dead  Cordelia  (not  his  fool,  as  fome  have  thought) 
on  whole  lips  he  is  ftill  iotent,  and  dies  away  while  he  is  fcarch- 
ing  there  for  indications  of  life. 

Poor  fool , in  the  age  of  Shakfpeare,  was  an  expreflioa  of  en- 
dearment. So,  in  his  Antony  and  Cleopatra  .* 

44  poor  venomous  fool , 

44  Be  angry  and  dcfpatch.’'  — 

Again,  in  King  Henry  VI.  P.  Ill : 

41  So  many  weeks  ere  the  poor  fools  will  yean." 

Again,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet  s 

41  And,  pretty  fool , it  Hinted  and  faid  — ay.'* 

Again,  iu  The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona , where  Julia  is  fpeakixg 
of  her  lover  Proteus: 
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Why  flionld  a dog,  a horfe,  a rat,  have  life, 

And  thoa  no  breath  at  all?  O,  thou  wilt  come  no 
more. 


44  Alas,  poor  fool!  why  do  I pity  him?” 

I may  add,  that  the  Fool  of  Lear  was  long  ago  forgotten. 
Having  filled  the  fpace  allotted  bim  in  the  arrangement  cf  the 
play,  he  appears  to  have  been  Glenlly  withdrawn  in  the  6th  feene 
of  the  3d  ad. — That  the  thoughts  of  a father,  in  the  bittereft  of 
all  moments,  while  his  favourite  child  lay  dead  in  his  arras,  fhould 
iccur  to  the  amick  who  had  formerly  diverted  him,  has  fomewbat 
in  it  that  I cannot  reconcile  to  the  idea  of  genuine  foirow  and 
defpair. 

Befides  this,  Cordelia  was  recently  hanged;  but  we  know  not 
that  the  Fool  had  fuffered  in  the  fame  manner,  Dor  can  imagine 
why  he  fhould.  The  party  adverfe  to  Leaf  was  little  inierefted 
in  the  fate  of,  bis  jcller.  The  only  ufe  of  bim  was  10  contratt  and 
alleviate  the  foriows  of  his  matter;  and,  that  purpol'e  being  fully 
anfwcred,  the  poet’s  folicitude  about  him  was  at  and  end. 

The  term — poor  Jool  might  indeed  have  mifbtcome  the  mouth 
of  a vaflal  coramiferating  the  untimely  end  of  a piincefs;  but 
has  no  impropriety  when  ufed  by  a weak,  old,  dittra&ed  king, 
in  whofc  mind  the  diftindions  of  naiure  only  furvive,  while  he  is 
uttering  his  lafl  frantic k exclamations  over  a murdered  daughter. 

Should  the  foregoing  remark,  however  be  thought  erroneous, 
the  reader  will  forgive  it,  as  it  ferves  to  introduce  fome  contra- 
didory  obfervations  from  a cri tick,  in  wbofc  tatte  and  judgement 
too  much  confidence  cannot  eafily  be  placed.  Stesvens. 

1 confcfs,  1 am  one  of  thofe  who  have  tkovght  that  Lear  means 
bis  Fool , and  not  Cordelia.  If  he  means  Coidtha , then  what  1 

have  always  corfidered  as  a beauty,  is  of  the  fame  kind  a«  the 
accidental  ttrokc  of  the  pencil  that  produced  the  foam.— Lear’s 
aflettionate  remembrance  of  the  Fool  in  this  place,  I ufed  to  think, 
was  one  of  thofe  ttrokes  of  genius,  or  of  nature,  which  aie  fo  often 
found  in  Shnkfpcare,  and  in  him  only. 

Lear  appears  to  have  a particular  affedion  for  this  Fool%  whofe 
fidelity  in  attending  him,  and  endeavouriug  to  divert  him  in  bit 
dittrefs,  Teems  to  deferve  all  his  kindnefs. 

Poor  Jool  and  knave , fays  he,  in  the  miidft  of  the  thunder>(lorm, 
1 have  one  pari  in  my  heart  that's  Jony  yet  for  thee. 

It  does  not  therefore  appear  to  me,  to  be  allowing  too  much 
confluence  to  the  foo/,  in  making  Lear  bellow  a thought  on 
him,  even  when  in  ttill  greater  diflicfs.  Lear  is  reprefented  as  a 
good-natured,  paflionaic,  and  rather  weak  old  man  , it  is  the  old 
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age  of  a cocker’d  fpoilt  boy.  There  it  no  impropriety  in  givieg 
to  fuch  a character  thofe  icuder  domcltic  aQcdions,  which  would 
ill  become  a more  heroick  eba racier,  iuch  as  Othello,  Macbeth, 
or  Richard  ill. 

The  words, — No%  no%  no  lift;  I fuppofe  to  be  fpoken,  not 
tenderly,  but  with  pafijon;  Let  noihiog  now  live; — let  there  be 
univerfal  deftrudion  ; — Why  Jtiould  a dagy  a korfey  a rat  kavt  lijct 
and  tkou  no  krc&ih  at  all  f 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  as  there  was  a neceflity,  the  oeccfTity 
of  propriety  at  lead,  that  this  Fool%  the  favourite  of  tire  author, 
of  Lear,  aud  coufequently  of  the  audience,  (hould  not  be  1 ofl  or 
forgot,  it  ought  to  be  known  what  became  of  him.  --However, 
it  tnuft  be  acknowledged,  that  we  cannot  infer  much  from  thence; 
Shakfpcare  is  not  always  attentive  to  iiiiifh  the  figures  of  his 
groups. 

I have  only  to  add,  that  if  an  ador,  by  adopliug  the  interpre- 
tation mentioned  above,  of  appl)ing  the  words  pooi Joot  to  Cordelia, 
the  audience  would.  I (hould  imagine,  think  it  a ft  range  mode  of 
exprefling  the  grief  and  affc&ion  of  a father  for  his  Jead  daughter, 
and  that  daughter  a queen  — . The  words  poor  jool%  are  undoubt- 
edly expreffive  of  endearment ; and  Sbakfpeare  hirafclf,  in  another 
place  fpeakiog  ef  a dying  animal,  calls  it  poor  dafpUd  jool;  but 
it  never  is,  nor  never  can  be,  ufed  with  any  degree  of  propriety, 
but  to  coramiferate  fome  very  inferior  objed,  which  may  be  loved, 
without  much  cftcera  or  refped.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

It  is  not  without  fome  relucUnce  that  I exprefs  my  diffent  from 
the  friend  whofe  name  is  fubferibed  to  the  preceding  note ; whofe 
obfervations  on  all  fubje&s  of  criticiftn  and  taftc  are  fo  ingenious 
and  juft,  that  pofteiity  may  be  at  a lofs  to  determine,  whether  his 
confurnmate  (kill  nod  execution  in  his  own  art,  or  his  judgement 
on  that  and  ocher  kindred  arts,  were  fuperior.  But  arnica  vtriias 
(hould  be  the  motto  of  every  editor  of  Shakfpcare  ; in  confor- 
mity to  which  I muft  add,  that  1 have  not  the  (mailed  doubt  that 
Mr.  Steevens's  interpretation  of  tbefe  words  is  the  true  one.  The 
pafTage  indeed  before  us  appears  to  me  (o  clear,  and  fo  inapplicable 
to  any  perfou  but  Cordelia,  that  l fear  the  reader  may  think  any 
further  comment  on  it  altogether  fuperfluous. 

It  is  obfervable  that  Lear  from  the  time  of  his  entrance  in  this 
fcenc  to  his  uttering  thefc  words,  and  from  thence  to  his  death,  is 
wholly  occupied  by  the  lofs  of  his  daughter.  He  is  diverted  indeed 
from  it  for  a moment  by  the  intrufion  of  Kent,  who  forces  himfelf 
on  his  notice  ; but  he  inftanily  returns  to  his  beloved  Cordelia, 
over  whofe  dead  body  he  continues  to  bang.  He  is  now  himfelf 
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in  the  agony  of  death;  and  furcly  at  fuch  a time,  when  his  heart 
is  juft  breaking,  it  would  be  highly  unnatural  that  helhould  think 
of  bis  fool.  But  the  great  and  decifive  objc&ion  to  fuch  a fuppoftiion 
is  that  which  Mr.  Stecvcns  has  mentioned  ; thatLrar  has  juft  feen 
bis  daughter  hanged,  having  unfortunately  been  admitted  too  late 
to  piwferve  heT  life,  though  time  enough  to  punilh  the  perpetrator 
of  the  ad:  but  we  have  do  authority  whatloevcr  for  fuppoling  bis 
Fool  hanged  alfo. 

Whether  the  expreflion— poor  foot — can  beapplied  uitl  propriety 
Only  to  infr’ior  okjtfls,  for  t • kom  toe  have  not  mud  refprQ  or 
is  not.  I conceive,  the  quxftion.  Shakfp«a*e  docs  not  always  ufc 
bis  terms  with  Itrick  propiietv,  but  he  is  always  the  beli  commen- 
tator on  hiraftlf,  and  he  ccrtai  ily  has  applied  this  term  in  another 
place  to  tht  young,  the  beautiful,  and  innocent , Adonis,  the  objed 
of  fomewhat  more  than  the  rfteetn  of  a goddefs : 

“ For  pity  now  Ihe  can  no  more  detail  him  ; 

“ The  poor  fool  prays  her  that  he  tuiv  drpjit.’* 

Again,  though  It f>  appofiicly,  in  Tuelfti  S igtt : 

“ Alas,  poor  Joal  how  have  they  bathed  tbee  !'* 

Again,  in  Much  Ado  about  Woiking: 

44  Lady,  you  have  a meny  heart. 

44  Beat.  Yes,  my  loid,  1 thank  it,  poor foolt  it  keeps 
on  the  windy  fi.ie  of  care.” 

Again,  in  Tht  Winter's  Tale: 

“ —-Do  not  weep,  good  foots , 

44  There  is  no  caufe." 

In  Rotn'O  and  Jilut  a limilar  terra  of  endearment  is  employed. 
Mercutio,  fpeaktng  of  Romeo,  whom  certainly  be  both  eftccmcd 
snd  loved,  fays  4 

44  The  apt  is  dead,  and  I rauft  conjure  him/’ 

Nor  was  the  phrafcologv  which  has  occafioned  this  long  note, 
peculiar  to  Shakfprare.  It  was  long  bcfoie  his  time  incoiporaied 
in  our  language  ; as  appears  from  tlu*  following  p ilagc  in  the  old 
poem  entitled  Tht  Hifiory  of  Romeux  end  Juliet,  i56a: 

44  Yea,  he  forgets  himfclfc,  ne  is  the  wretch  fo  boldc 
44  To  a fk  her  name  that  without  force  doth  him  in  bondage 
hold  ; 

44  Ne  how  to  unloofe  his  bondcs  doth  the  poor  fool  devife, 
44  But  only  fcrkeih  by  her  light  to  feed  his  hungry  eyes.'* 

To  old  C'lglifh  a fool  ar>d  an  innocent  were  fvnonyroous  terms. 
Hence  probably  the  peculiar  ufe  of  the  expttflion  - poor  jool.  la 
the  paftage  before  us.  Lear,  I conceive,  means  by  it,  dear,  tender , 
helplejs  innocence ! Malone, 
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Do  von  lee  this?*  Lock  on  her, — look, — her  lips,— 
Look  there,  look  there  ! — [ H'  dus. 

Edg.  He  faints  ! — My  lord,  my  lord,  — 

Kent.  Break,  heart;  I pr’ythee,  break!’ 

Edg.  ' l ook  up,  niv  lord. 

Kent.  Vex  not  his  ghoft : O,  let  him  pal's!  * he 
hates  him. 

That  would  upon  the  rack  of  this  todgh  world  2 
Stretch  him  out  longer. 

Edg.  O,  he  is  gone,  indeed. 

Kent.  The  wonder  is,  he  hath  endur’d  fo  long: 


7 Prnyjiu,  undo  tlii  lutlon:]  The  rev.  Dr.  J.  W»rton  judici- 
oufly  oblcrves,  that  the  {welling  and  heaving  oi  the  heart  is  dc- 
feribed  by  this  mod  expreffive  circumftauce. 

So,  in  The  Hontjl  Lawyer , 1616: 

**  oil  my  heart  ! 

“ It  beats  fo  it  has  broke  my  buttons.’* 

Again,  in  King  Richard  III: 

»* Ah,  cut  my  lace  afunder, 

“ That  my  pent  heart  may  have  fome  fcope  to  beat, 
u Or  elfe  I fwoon  with  this  dead-killing  news!'  * 

Again,  in  the  Winter’s  Tale  : 

“ O,  cut  ray  lace;  left  my  heart,  crackiog  it, 

“ Break  too  !”— — 

and,  as  Mr.  Malone  adds,  from  N.  Field’s  A Woman's  a Weather^ 
c#c4,  1612: 

“ — — {well  heart  ! buttons  fly  open ! 
m Thanks  gentle  doublet,  elfe  my  heart  had  broke.” 

Steevens. 

* Do  you  fee  this  ? See.  ] This  line,  and  the  following  bemiftich, 
are  not  in  the  quartos.  After  thank  you , firy  they  have  ouly  the 
ioterjc&ion  0,  five  times  repeated.  Malone. 

» * Break , heart ; See.  ] This  line  is  in  the  quartos  given  to  the 
dying  Lear.  Malone. 

■ — — 0,  let  him  pafs ! ] Seep.  4S9,  n.  S.  Malone. 

9 — /his  tough  world  — ] Thus  all  the  copies.  Mr.  Pope 
changed  it  to  rough,  but,  perhaps,  without  neccffity.  Ibis 
world  is  this  obdurate  rigid  world.  Sxesvens. 
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He  but  nfurp’d  liis  life. 

Alb.  Hear  them  from  hence — Our  prefent  bu- 
finels 

Is  general  woe.  Friends  oi  my  foul,  you  twain 

^ [to  KtNT  and  Eocar. 

Rule  in  tlits  realm,  and  the  eoi'd  (late  fuflain. 

K • n t.  1 have  a journey,  fir,  iliortly  to  go  ; 

Mv  maflcr  calls,  and  1 mud  not  lay,  no.4 

Ai  b.  The  v\eightof  this  fad  time  we  mttfl  obey;1 
Speak  what  wc  led,  not  wtiat  we  ought  to  fay. 


4 I nu H not  fail  »0.]  The  modern  editors  have  fuppofed 

that  Kent  rxpiie*  after  he  ha*  repeated  ihefe  two  laft  line*  ; hut  the 
fpecch  ra.htr  appear*  to  be  rucaut  for  a dcfpairing  than  a dying 
m?r.  ; arid  a*  the  old  editions  g:vc  no  marginal  direction  for  his 
death,  1 have  foiborn  to  .infert  any* 

I take  this  opportunity  of  rctiading  a declaration  which  I had 
formerly  made  on  the  faith  of  another  perfon,  viz.  that  thq  quartos, 
160S,  vvere  exatHv  alike.  I have  hoce  difeoveted  that  they  vary 
one  froru  another  in  many  inttauces.  Steevens. 

1 he  fecond  folio,  at  the  end  of  this  fpcech,  ha*  the  word— 
Dytiy  in  the  margin.  KlTSON. 

Kent  in  his  entrance  in  this  fcenc  fays, 

“ 1 am  come 

*4  1 o bid  mv  king  and  matter  aye  good  night;” — 
but  this,  1 ke  the  fpecch  before  us,  only  marks  the  defpondency  of 
the  fpcakt-r.  The  woid  Jhortlj  [ i.  e.  fome  time  hence,  at  no  very 
dillaot  period,]  dccifivcl  proves,  that  the  poet  did  not  mean  10 
make  him  die  on  the  Iccne.  He  merely  fays,  that  he  (hall  not  live 
long,  and  iherelotc  cannot  undertake  the  oflice  afligued  to  him. 

The  marginal  dindion,  ke  dies,  was  iirtt  introduced  by  the 
ignorant  editor  of  the  (ecotid  folio.  Malone. 

s T he  weight  of  this  fad  time  ke.]  This  fpecch  from  the  au- 
thority of  the  old  quarto  is  rightly  placed  to  Albany:  in  the  edition 
by  the  players,  it  is  given  to  Edgar,  by  whom,  1 doubt  not,  it 
was  of  cuttora  (poken.  And  the  cafe  was  this  : he  who  played 
Edgar,  being  a more  favourite  attor  than  he  who  performed 
Albany,  in  fpite  of  decorum  it  was  thought  proper  he  fhouid  have 
the  laft  word.  Theobald. 

Vol.  XX,  Oo 
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The  oldefl  hath  borne  raofl : we,  that  are  yonng, 
Shall  never  lee  lo  much,  nor  live  fo  long. 

\Excunt,  with  a dead  march.* 


• The  tragedy  of  Lear  is  defervedly  celebrated  among  the  dramas 
of  Shakfpeare.  I lu  re  is  perhaps  no  play  which  keeps  the  attention 
fo  ftrongly  fixed  ; which  fo  much  agitates  our  pafTioris,  and  intcrcAs 
our  curiolity.  The  artful  involutions  of  diHind  intercAs,  the 
finking  oppofition  of  contrary  charaders,  the  fudden  changes  of 
fortune,  and  the  quick  fucctfliou  of  events,  fill  the  miod  with  a 
peipetual  tumult  of  indignation,  pity,  and  hope.  There  is  no 
feeue  whicli  does  not  contribute  to  the  aggravation  of  the  diftrefs 
or  condud  of  the  adion,  and  fcarce  a line  which  docs  not  conduce 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  feene.  So  powerful  is  the  current  of  the 
poet's  imagination,  that  the  mind,  which  once  ventures  within  it, 
is  huiiicd  irrcfiftibly  along. 

On  the  feeming  improbability  of  Lear's  condud,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  he  is  reprefented  according  to  hiAorics  at  that  time 
vulgaily  received  as  true.  And,  perhaps,  if  we  turn  our  thoughts 
upon  the  barbarity  and  ignorance  of  the  age  to  which  this  Aory  is 
referred,  it  will  appear  not  fo  unlikely  as  while  we  eftimate  Lear's 
manners  by  our  own.  Such  preference  of  one  daughter  to  another, 
or  it  Agnation  of  domiuion  on  fuch  conditions,  would  be  yet  cre- 
dible, if  told  of  a petty  prince  of  Guinea  or  Madagafcar.  Shak- 
fpcare,  indeed,  by  the  mention  of  his  earls  and  dukes,  has  given 
us  the  idea  of  times  more  civilized,  and  of  life  regulated  by  fofter 
manners;  and  the  truth  is,  that  though  he  fo  nicely  dtferiminares, 
and  fo  minutely  drferibes  the  charade's  of  men,  he  commonly 
ncglcds  and  confounds  the  charaders  of  ages,  by  mingling  cuftoms 
ancient  and  modern,  feuglifh  and  foreign. 

My  learned  fnend  Mr.  Wartoo,  who  has  in  The  Adventurer 
very  minutely  criticifed  this  play,  remarks,  that  the  inftauccs  of 
cruelty  are  too  favage  and  (hocking,  and  that  the  intervention  of 
Edmund  dcAroys  the  Amplicity  of  the  Aory.  Thefe  objediona 
may,  I think,  be  anfwercd,  by  repealing,  that  the  cruelty  of  the 
daughters  is  an  hiflotical  fad,  to  which  the  poet  has  added  little, 
having  only  drawn  it  into  a ferici  by  dialogue  and  adion.  But  I 
an>  not  able  to  apologize  with  equal  plauAbility  for  the  extruGon 
of  GloAer's  eyrs  which  Teems  an  ad  too'  horrid  to  be  endured  in 
dramaitck  exhibition,  aud  fuch  as  mud  always  compel  the  mind 
to  relieve  its  d^Arcf*  by  incredulity.  Yet  let  it  be  remembered 
that  our  author  well  knew  what  would  pfeafe  the  audicoce  for 
which  he  wrote. 
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The  injury  Hone  bv  Edmund  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  afiion  is 
abundan  ly  lecompenfcd  by  the  addition  of  variety,  by  the  art 
with  which  he  is  made  to  co-operate  with  the  chief  dcfigo,  and 
thf  opportunity  which  lie  gives  the  poet  of  combining  perfidy  with 
perfidy,  and  connecting  the  wicked  ton  with  the  wicked  d^u^htert, 
to  imprefs  this  important  moral,  that  villainy  h never  at  a hop, 
that  crimes  lead  to  crimes,  aud  at  lad  terminate  in  ruin. 

But  though  this  moial  be  iocidentaUy  enforced,  Shakfpearc  has 
fuffered  the  virtue  of  Cordelia  to  peri fh  in  a juft  caufe,  contrary  to 
the  natural  ideas  of  juftice.  to  the  hope  of  the  reader,  and,  what  is 
yet  more  tlrangc,  to  the  faith  of  throfticles.  Ytt  this  conduct  is 
juftified  by  The  Spectator , who  blames  Tate  for  giving  Cordelia 
fucccfs  and  happioefs  in  his  alteration,  and  declares,  that,  in  hit 
opinion,  the  Tragedy  has  toft  half  its  beautj.  Dennis  has  remarked, 
'whether  juftly  or  not,  that,  to  lecure  the  favourable  reception  of 
Cato*  the  town  was  poijoned  with  much  fatje  aad  abominable  cnti(ifm% 
and  that  endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  diferedit  and  decry  poetical 
juftice.  A play  in  which  the  wicked  profper,  and  the  virtuous 
xnifearry,  may  doubtlcfs  be  good,  bccaufc  it  is  a juft  rrprcfentaii<-a 
of  the  common  events  of  human  life:  but  tiuce  all  rcatooable  be- 
ings naturally  love  juftice,  i cannot  eafily  be  peifujiicd,  that  the 
obiervatioo  ot  juftice  makes  a play  worfc;  or,  that  if  other  excel- 
lencies are  equal,  the  audience  will  not  always  rife  better  plealed 
from  the  final  triumph  of  perLcutcd  virtue. 

In  the  prefeat  cafe  the  publick  has  derided.*  Cordelia,  from 
the  time  of  Tate,  has  always  retired  with  vidory  and  felicity.  And, 
if  my  fenfatious  could  add  any  thing  to  the  general  fuifiage,  1 
might  relate,  I was  many  years  ago  lo  (hocked  by  Cordelia's  death, 
that  I know  not  whether  I ever  endured  lo  read  again  the  laft 
fceoes  of  the  play  till  i undertook  to  revife  them  as  an  editor. 

There  is  another  coniroverfy  among  the  ciiticks  concerning  this 
play.  It  is  difputed  whether  the  predominant  image  in  Lear's  dis- 
ordered mind  be  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom  or  the  cruelty  of  hit 
daughters.  Mr.  Murphy,  a very  judicious  critick,  has  evinced  by 
indud.on  of  particular  paffages,  that  the  cruelty  of  his  daughters  is 
the  primary  fource  of  his  diftrefs,  and  that  the  lofs  of  royalty  affeds 
bim  only  as  a fccondary  and  fubordinate  evil.  He  obferves  wilts 
great  juftnefs,  that  Lear  would  move  our  companion  but  little,  did 
we  not  rather  confider  the  injured  father  than  the  degraded  king 

The  ftory  of  this  play,  except  the  cpifode  of  Edmund,  which  if 
derived,  1 think,  from  Sidney,  is  taken  originally  from  Gcottry 

* Dr.  Johnfon  should  rather  have  faid  that  the  managers  of  the* 
theatres-royal  have  decided,  and  the  publick  has  been  obliged  to  ac- 
quiefee  in  their  decifion.  The  altered  play  has  the  upper  gillery  oa 
its  fide;  the  original  dr.una  was  patronized  by  Adaiion  : 

Victrix  caul*  Diit  placuit,  led  victa  Catoni.  SrilffNi. 
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of  Monmouth.  whom  HolinfhecJ,  ecner»lly  copied;  but  perhaps 
immfcdiatel)  fiom  an  old  hittorical  ballad.  My  rc-jfoo  for  believing 
tl>ai  the  play  was  pofterior  to  the  bail  d,  rather  than  the  bo  I lad  to 
tut  play,  it,  that  the  ballad  hat  nothing  of  Slnkfpearc's  noAuroal 
tempift,  which  it  too  AriVing  to  have  been  omitted,  and  that  it  fol- 
lows the  chronicle  i it  has  the  rudiments  of  the  plat*,  but  notie  of 
its  amplifications  : it  firfl  hinted  Lear's  madnefs,  but  did  not  array  it 
in  cirtuoiftance'.  The  writer  ol  the  ballad  added  fomcthiig  to  the 
ItiftoTy,  which  is  a proof  that  he  would  have  added  more,  if  more 
had  occurred  to  bis  rrind,  and  more  muff  Lave  occuired  if  he  had 
feeo  Shakfpeare.  Johnson, 

The  epilode  of  blotter  aod  his  fons  is  borrowed  from  Sidney’* 
Atcariia,  in  which  vie  hud  the  following  chapter,  which  is  laid  to 
be  entitled,  in  the  hilt  edition  of  i.Iqo,  “ The  pitiful!  ftaie  and 
ftoiie  of  the  Pnpblagonian  ur  kinde  king,  and  hi*  kind  foone:  iirlt 
related  by  the  fonne,  then  by  the  blind  father.** 

In  the  fccond  edition  piintcd  in  folio  in  s 5 9 3 , there  imo  divifion 
of  chapters  There  the  florv  of  the  king  of  Faphlagonia  com- 
mences in  p.  69,  b and  is  related  in  the  following  words: 

It  was  in  the  kingdome  of  Galatia,  the  feafon  beiug  (as  in 
the  depth  of  winter)  very  cold,  and  as  then  fodainely  growoe  to  fo 
exirrame  and  foulc  a florme,  that  neuer  any  winter  (I  thinke) 
brought  foorth  a fowler  child  ; fo  that  the  princes  were  euen 
compelled  by  the  hoile,  that  the  pride  of  the  windc  blew  into 
their  faces,  10  feeke  fomc  flirowding  place,  which  a certaine  hollow 
rocke  ottering  vnto  them,  they  made  it  their fhicld  again  ft  the  >cm- 
petts  furic.  Aud  fo  flaying  there,  till  the  violence  thereof  was 
patted , they  heard  the  fpcach  of  a couple,  who,  riot  percciuing 
them,  (being  hidde  within  , .nt  rudecanapy)  heldc  a ttraunge  and 
pitifull  deputation,  which  made  them  fleppe  out  t vet  in  fuch  fort, 
as  they  might  fee  vofecne.  T^tre  they  pcrccaued  an  aged  man, 
and  a young,  fcarcely  come  to  the  age  of  a man,  both  pooreJy 
Staved,  extrearaely  weather-beaten ; the  ofde  man  blindr,  the 
young  man  leading  him  : and  yet  through,  all  thofc  miferie*.  ia 
both  there  feemed  to  uppearc  a kinde  of  noblenrttc,  not  finable 
to  that  affli&ion.  But  the  fitft  words  they  heard,  were  thefe  of  the 
old  man.  Well,  Leonatvs , (faid  he)  fince  l cannot  perfwade  thee 
to  leade  mee  to  that  which  fhould  end  my  griefe,  and  thy  trouble, 
let  me  now  entreat  thee  to  leaue  me:  ftaie  not,  my miferie cannot 
be  greater  then  it  is,  and  nothing  doth  become  me  but  miferie; 
feare  not  the  danger  of  my  blind  fteps  ; I cannot  fall  worfe  then  I 
am.  And  doo  not,  J pray  thee,  doo  not  ubttinately  continue  to 
infeA  thee  with  my  wreichedne*.  But  flie,  flic  from  this  region, 
onely  worthy  of  roe.  Deare  father,  ( anfwered  he,)  doo  not  take 
away  from  me  the  onely  remnant  of  my  happinefle : while  I bane 
power  to  doo  you  feruice,  1 am  not  wholly  miferablc.  Ah,  my 
fonne,  (faid  he,  and  with  that  he  groned,  as  if  fonow  fliauc  to 
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brcakc  his  harte,)  how  ruill  fits  it  me  to  have  fuch  a fonne,  and 
how  much  doth  thy  kiudnefTc  vpbraide  rav  wickedmfle  ! Thefe 
doleful!  fpeeches,  and  fomc  others  10  like  purpofe,  (well  (bowing 
they  had  not  benc  borne  to  the  fortune  they  were  in,)  moutd  the 
princes  to  goc  out  vnto  them,  and  a{ke  the  younger,  what  they 
were.  Sirs,  (anCwercd  he,  with  a good  grace,  and  made  the  more 
agreeable  by  a certain  noble  kinde  of  pitioufacs)  1 fee  well  you 
are  (Paungers,  that  know  not  our  ruiferie,  fo  well  hire  kuowne, 
that  no  mao  dare  know,  but  that  we  muft  be  miferable.  In  deed* 
our  ftate  is  fuch,  as  though  nothing  is  fo  needful  vnto  ys  as  pitlie, 
yet  nothing  is  more  daungcrous  vnto  vs,  then  to  make  our  felucs  fo 
knoivne  as  tnay  ftirre  pi  (tie.  But  your  prefence  promifeih,  that 
cruelty  (ball  not  oucr-runne  hat/.  And  if  it  did,  iu  truth  our 
ftate  is  foucke  below  the  degree  of  f?are. 

“ This  old  man  whom  I leade,  was  lately  rightful!  prince  of 
this  coQntric  of  PaphUgonia%  by  the  hard-harted  vngtatcfulnes  of 
a lonne  ©f  his,  dipriued,  not  onely  of  his  kingdomc  ( whereof  no 
forraine  forces  were  euer  able  to  fpoyle  him  | but  of  his  fight ; the 
xiches  which  nature  graunts  to  the  pooreft  creatures.  Whereby, 
and  by  other  Iris  vnnaturall  dealings,  he  hath  been  driuen  to  fuch 
griefc,  as  eucn  now  he  would  hauc  had  me  to  haue  led  him  to  the 
toppe  of  this  rockc,  thence  to  caft  hirafelfe  headlong  to  death  : and 
fo  would  have  made  me,  who  receiued  my  life  of  him,  to  be  the 
worker  of  his  deflru&ion.  But  noble  gentlemen,  (faidhe)  if  cither 
of  you  hauc  a father,  and  fcele  what  duetifull  affedion  is  engrafted 
in  a tonnes  heart,  let  me  cnlreate  you  to  conuay  this  afHidcd 
prince  to  lome  place  of  reft  and  fecuritie.  Amongft  your  wovthie 
afles  it  (hall  be  none  of  tbc  leaft,  tint  a king,  of  fuch  might  and 
fame,  aud  fo  vniufllie  opprcfled,  is  in  any  fort  by  you  relieued. 

But  before  they  rouble  make  him  auufwere,  his  frther  began 
to  fpeake.  Ah,  my  Tonne,  ( faid  he)  how  eoill  an  hiftoriau  arc 
you,  that  lcauc  out  the  chief  knot  of  all  the  difeourfe?  my  wicked- 
ne;.  ray  wickednes.  And  if  thou  doeft  it  to  (pare  my  ears,  (the 
onely  fenfe  now  left  me  proper  for  knowledge,  ) affurc  thy  feife 
thou  doeft  miftakc  me.  Ami  1 take  witoefte  of  that  fuuue  which 
you  fee,  (with  tint  be  caft  vp  his  biindc  ties,  as  if  he  would  huut 
for  light, ) and  wifh  my  filfe  in  worfc  cafe  then  1 doe  with  my 
fclfe,  which  is  as  euill  as  may  bee,  if  i fpeake  vmrucly,  that  no- 
thing is  fo  welcome  to  my  thoughts,  as  the  publidmig  of  my  flume. 
Therefore  know  you,  gentlemen,  (to  who  rue  from  my  heart  l 
wifh  that  I may  not  prouc  foine  ominous  foretoken  of  misfortune 
lo  haue  met  with  fuch  a mifer  as  1 am,)  that  whatfocuer  my  fonne 
(o  God,  that  truth  bindes  me  to  rcproch  him  with  the  name  of  my 
fon  ! ) hath  faide,  is  true.  But  befnlcs  thofc  trutlics,  this  alfo  is 
true  ; that  luuing  had  in  tawfull  marriage,  of  a mother  fitte  to 
beafe  roLll  children,  this  fonne,  (fuch  a one  as  partly  you  fee, 
aud  better  (ball  knowe  by  ray  (lion  declaration)  and  fo  enjoyed 
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|hc  expectation  in  the  world  of  him,  till  he  was  growen  to  iuftiRe 
their  expectations,  ( fo  as  1 Deeded  eouie  no  faiher  for  the  chief* 
comfort  of  moitalitre,  to  leaue  an  other  ones  felfe  after  me,)  i 
was  carried  by  a baliard  foone  of  mine  (ifatleatt  I bee  bounde  to 
beieeuc  the  words  of  that  bafe  woman  mv  concubine,  his  mother,) 
fa r ft  to  miflike,  then  to  hale,  laftly  to  dcftroy.  or  to  doo  my  beft 
to  dtflroy,  this  Tonne  (I  thinke  you  thinke]  vndcleruing  dcft'uflion. 
What  waies  he  vfed  to  bring  me  to  it,  if  I Ihoulde  tell  you,  f 
fhoulde  tediouflie  trouble  you  with  as  much  poifonous  hypocrifie, 
dcl'pcraic  fraud,  ftnooh  malice,  hidden  ambition,  and  fmiling  enuie, 
as  in  any  liuing  pcrfon  could  be  harbored.  But  1 lift  it  uot ; no 
remernbraunce  of  naugliiintUc  detightes  me,  but  mine  owne ; and 
tnc  tliiuk.es,  the  acculing  his  trappes  might  in  fome  manner  ex- 
cufe  mv  fault,  winch  cetlainclic  1 loth  to  doo.  But  the  cnnclufion 
is,  that  I gaue  order  to  fome  feruauntes  of  mine,  whom  1 thought 
as  apie  for  fuch  charities  as  my  felfe,  to  lead  him  out  into  a fotreft, 
and  there  to  kill  him. 

“ But  thnfe  theeves  (belter  natttred  to  my  fonne  than  my  felfe) 
fpared  his  life,  letting  him  goc,  to  lcarne  to  liuepoorlier  which 
he  did,  giuing  hiroielfe  to  be  a ptiualc  foldicr,  in  a countrey 
here  by  But  as  he  was  ready  to  be  greallie  aduaunccd  for  fome 
noble  penes  of  frruice  which  he  did,  he  heard  newes  of  met 
who,  dronke  in  my  aHetiiou  to  that  vnlawfull  and  vnnaturall  fonne 
of  mint,  lulfcied  my  felfe  fo  to  be  goueined  by  him,  that  all  fa* 
uouis  and  pumfhments  pafTcd  by  him  ; all  offices,  and  places  of 
importance,  diflrihuted  to  hit  fauourites;  fo  that  etc  I was  aware, 
I had  left  my  felfe  nothing  but  rhe  name  of  a king  : which  he 
(hnrtlr  wtane  of  too,  with  manic  indignitits,  if  any  thing  may 
be  called  an  iudignitie,  which  was  taidc  vppou  me,  threw  me  out 
of  mv  featc,  and  putout  ties;  and  then,  proud  in  his  tirannie, 
let  me  goe,  neither  imprifoning  nor  killing  me:  but  rather  de- 
Itghiiug  to  make  me  fcele  my  miferie;  mifeiie  in  deede,  if  eucr 
there  were  any;  full  of  wrctchedneffe,  fuller  of  difgrace,  and 
fulleft  of  guiltincs.  And  as  be  came  to  tfie  crowne  by  fo  vniufl 
juancj,  as  vniuQlie  he  kept  it,  by  force  of  flraungcr  fouldiers  in 
citiadeli,  tie  mft.es  of  uutinie,  and  murderers  of  libeilie;  dif- 
arming all  his  own  coumrimeo,  iliat  no  man  durft  fliew  himfclfe 
a well-wilier  of  mine;  to  fay  rhe  truth,  ( I thinke)  few  of  them 
bcinp  fo,  confidering  mv  cruell  folly  to  my  good  fonne,  and 
foolifh  kindoefle  to  my  vnkind  baft.ud  : but  if  there  were  any  who 
fell  a pitty  of  fo  great  a fall,  and  had  yet  any  fparkes  of  vullaine 
durty  leftc  in  fhem  towards  me,  yet  durft  they  not  (hewe  it, 
fcarcely  with  gluing  mec  alroes  at  their  dooret  ; which  yet  was  the 
on^ly  fuflmaunce  of  my  diftreffed  life,  no  body  daring  to  fliowe 
lo  touch  charitie.  as  to  lendc  mec  a handc  to  guide  my  darkc 
fte.ipcs:  till  this  fonne  of  mine,  (God  kuowci,  woorlhy  of  a more 
Ytituous,  and  more  fortunate  fatberj  forgetting  my  abtiomiuable 
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wrongcs,  not  recking  daunger,  and  neglefling  the  prcfent  good 
way  bee  was  in  of  doing  himfelfe  good,  came  hether  to  doo  this 
kind  office  you  fee  him  pcrforme  lowardcs  me*  to  my  vnfpeakable 
griife  ; not  only  brcaufe  his  ki  <dne»  is  a gl  fTc  cueu  to  m>  blind 
ties,  of  toy  naughtiues,  but  that,  aboue  all  giitfts,  it  giecuci  me 
he  thou  Id  uciperntlic  aducn.urc  the  Ioffe  of  his  well  tiefciuiug  life 
for  mine,  that  yet  owe  more  to  fortuuc  foi  my  dcfeits;  as  if  Inc 
would  cary  rnudde  in  a clieft  of  chriflaM.  For  well  1 know,  be  I hat 
cow  raigneth,  howe  much  foeuer  (and  with  good  reafou  ) he  defpifeth 
me,  of  all  men  defpifed,  yet  hce  will  not  let  flippe  any  aduautage  to 
make  awav  him,  whole  iult  title,  enobled  by  courage  and  goodnes, 
may  one  day  fhake  the  feate  of  a neucr-fccure  tyrannic.  And  for 
th»<  ciufe  I craucd  of  him  to  lcade  nice  to  the  toppe  of  this  tockc, 
indeede  I rnult  confeHc,  with  meaning  to  free  him  from  lo  Terpentine 
a companion  as  I am.  But  he  finding  what  I puipofed,  oncly  therein 
fincc  he  was  borne,  fhc  wed  himlclfe  difobedient  vnto  mee.  And  now, 
gentlemen,  you  hauc  the  truellorie,  which  I pray  you  publifh  to  the 
world,  that  my  cnifchicuous  proceedings  may  bee  the  gloiic  of  his 
faiiall  pictie,  the  ouely  re ward  now  left  for  fo  greate  a meritc.  And  if 
it  may  be,  let  me  obtaiue  that  of  you,  which  my  fonue  denies  me  : for 
ncucr  was  there  more  pity  in  fauiog  any,  then  in  ending  me:  both 
becaufc  therein  my  agonies  (hall  code,  and  fo  fhall  you  prtfeiue  this 
excellent  yoOng  man,  wlio  els  wilfully  follower  his  owe  ruine. 

“ The  matter  in  it  fclfe  lamentable,  lamentably  exprefled  by  the 
old  piince,  which  needed  not  take  to  himfclfe  the  geftuics  of  pitic, 
fince  his  face  could  not  pul  of  the  market  thereof,  greatly  tneued 
the  two  princes  to  compaffion,  which  coulde  not  flay  in  fuch  harts  , 
as  theirs  without  (reking  remedie.  But  by  and  by  the  occafion  was 
prefeoted  : for  Plexirlm  ( fo  was  tbe  br.ftard  called  ) came  ihether 
with  ionic  horfe,  ouely  of  purpofc  to  murder  this  brother  ; of 
whofe  cororoing  he  had  foone  aduertifement,  and  thought  no  eyes 
of  (ufheient  crcdite  in  luch  a matter,  but  his  owne;  and  therefore 
came  himfelfe  to  be  aflor,  and  Ipc&ator.  And  as  foone  as  hee 
came,  not  regarding  the  wcake  (as  lice  thought)  gaidt*  of  but  two 
men,  commauodcd  force  of  his  follow  jrs  to  fet  their  luudcs  to  his, 
in  the  killing  of  Ltonolvi.  But  the  young  prince,  though  not 
otherwife  armed  but  with  a fworde,  howe  fallely  foeuer  he  was 
dealt  with  by  others,  would  no:  betray  hin»  felfe;  but  btAutly 
drawing  it  out,  made  the  death  of  the  flirt  th}t  a flay  led  him  waine 
his  fellow’cs  to  come  moie  warily  after  him.  But  theu  P)»otlts  and 
bitfidorus  were  quickly  become  parties,  (fo  iuft  a defence  defervir.g 
as  much  as  old  friendfhip.  ) and  fo  did  behave  them  among  that 
<o ni panic,  more  iniurious  then  valiant,  that  many  of  tbco*  loll  their 
liues  for  their  wicked  maifter. 

“ Vet  perhaps  had  the  number  of  them  at  lafl  prevailed,  if  the 
king  of  Pontus  ( lately  by  them  inr-de  fo)  had  not  tome  vnlookrd 
fui  tj  tbcij  fuccour.  Who,  hauing  bad  a dream:  which  had  lixi 
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his  imagination  vehemently  vpoo  foone  great  duinger  prefcntly  to 
folio  v thofc  two  princes  who<u  hcc  molt  dearclv  loued,  was  come 
in  all  halt,  following  at  wel  as  he  could  their  track  with  a huudreth 
horles,  in  that  couuuie  which  tic  ihougni,  coulideiing  who  thco 
faigr.cd.  a Lite  place  inough  to  make  the  ftige  ol  any  ttage.lic. 

*\  Hut  Ihtn  me  match  had  bccue  !o  ill  made  foi  Piexirtut , that 
his  ill-lcd  life,  a d worle  gotten  tiouour,  ftiould  naue  tumbled  to- 
gether to  dcftrudion,  had  there  not  come  in  Tjdtns  and  I tUnor9 
svith  forty  or  fifis  in  their  fuite,  to  the  dtf«  ncv  of  J’/txirfus.  1 tit  fc 
two  were  biothcrs,  of  the  uobk ft  houfe  of  tfiatcountiy,  biojghtvppe 
from  ilieir  infancy  with  Pitxitlvs;  men  offuch  pro  %tfl.  , as  trot  to 
ktiowe  lea  re  in  ihernftluts,  and  yet  to  teach  it  others  that  fhoulde 
deale  with  them  ; Cor  they  trad  often  made  their  lines  triumph  uucr 
moll  terrible  dauugers  •,  tieucr  dif  itated,  a«»d  euct  fortunate;  and 
trucly  no  more  felled  in  Valurr,  then  difpofed  to  goo<tnc  (s  and  i uftii  c% 
if  cither  they  had  lighted  on  a better  friend,  or  could  hauc  learned 
to  make  friendihip  a childe,  and  not  the  father  of  virtue.  But 
bringing  vp,  father  tlren  clioife,  hauing  fiift  knit  their  mindes 
vnto  him,  (iudeede  crafts  iuougli,  either  to  hide  his  faultes.  or 
neuer  to  Ihowc  them,  but  when  thev  might  pay  home,)  they  will- 
ingly heideoul  the  comic,  rather  to  f.itkfie  him  thin  jll  the  worldt  ; 
and  rather  to  be  good  fricndcs,  then  good  men:  !o  as  though  they 
did  not  like  the  cuill  hee  did,  yet  thev  liked  him  mat  dm  ute  euili  ; 
and  though  not  counccllors  of  the  offence,  yet  protctfois  of  the 
oflendcr.  Now  they  hauing  heard  of  this  foriaiue  going  out,  with 
fo  fmall  a company,  in  a countrcy  full  of  euill-wifhmg  mindes 
toward  him,  though  they  knew  not  the  caufe,  followed  him  ; till 
they  fotir.de  him  in  fuch  cafe  as  they  were  to  venture  the  ir  hues, 
or  eSfc  he  to  loofc  his:  which  they  did  with  fuch  force  of  rniude 
and  bodie,  that  truth  I may  iultly  fav,  Pyrocles  and  Afu^4*ri'J.  had 
ticuer  till  then  found  any,  that  could  make  themfo  well  icpeate  their 
hatdcfl  UfJon  iu  the  fcate;  of  armes.  Aud  briefly  fo  they  dia,  that 
if  they  oucrcainc  not,  yet  were  they  not  oucrcomc,  but  can  d 
away  that  vngratefuli  tuaifler  of  theirs  to  a place  of  fecuiitv,  how- 
foeuetthe  princes  laboutcd  to  the  contrary*  But  this  matter  being 
thus  far  re  begun,  it  breame  uot  the  conflancy  ol  the  princes  lo  to 
leant  it;  but  in  all  haft  making  forces  both  in  Pontu r aud  Pk’i£iay 
they  Had  in  ftwe  dates  Icfte  him  but  onely  that  ouc  ftrong  place 
where  he  w;t$.  For  fcarc  hauiug  beeuc  the  ontly  knot  that  had 
f.tfltitid  his  people  vnto  him,  hat  once  vnlied  by  a gjeater  force, 
thev  all  fcvteicd  from  him;  like  fo  many  birdcs,  whole  case  had 
beer  c broken. 

“ In  which  fcafon  the  blitide  king*  hnuing  in  t Ir c chiefe  cittic 
of  his  re  a!  me  fet  the  crown  vppon  bis  fon  1.  naiui  head,  with  many 
tcarrs  (both  of  idy  anti  fonow  ) felting  forth  to  the  whole  people 
I is  owne  fault  aud  his  founts  veuue,  aficr  lushed  kift  him,  and 
luift  his  fount;  to  accept  honour  of  hint,  u%  of  his  Lcw-become 
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fubjcd,  euen  in  a moment  died:  as  it  fhou!d  fcr me,  bis  heart 

broken  with  vnkiodenes  and  alflifiion,  ft* etched  fo  fane  beyond 
Itis  limits  will)  this  cxceflc  of  comfort,  as  it  w.ts  able  no  longer  to 
keepe  fafe  his  viiall  fpirites,  But  the  new  king,  bauing  no  lefle 
loumglv  ptifonntd  all  duties  to  him  dead,  then  aliuc,  purfued  on 
the  liege  of  his  unnatural!  brother,  afcnuch  for  the  reuenge  of  his 
father,  as  ior  the  eflabliflvug  of  his  owne  quiet.  In  which  fiege 
tiuely  I cannot  but  ackuowledge  the  prowtfle  of  thole  two  biothers, 
then  whome  the  princes  ncuer  found  in  all  their  trauaile  two  of 
greater  liability  to  pcifortnc,  nor  of  hablcr  fkil  for  coadud. 

**  But  Plrxiitvs  finding,  that  if  nothing  elfe.  famine  would  at 
laP.  bring  lnm  to  ddtruflion.  thought  better  by  humblencs  to  errepe, 
where  by  ptide  he  coulde  not  uiarche.  For  ccrtainelv  fo  had  nature 
formed  him,  and  the  exerctfc  of  craft  conformed  him,  to  all  turn- 
ingnes  of  Qcigbt*,  that  though  no  man  had  lefle  goodnes  in  his 
foule  than  lie,  no  man  could  better  find  the  places  whence  argu- 
ments might  grow  of  goodntfle to  another:  though  no  man  felt 
lefle  pitic.  no  man  could  tel  better  how  to  flit  pi'ie:  no  niau  more 
impudent  to  deny,  where  proofts  were  notmanifeft;  no  man  more 
ready  to  confide  with  a repenting  manner  of  aggrauating  his  owne 
cuill,  where  denial  would  but  make  the  fault  fowler.  Now  he 
tooke  this  way,  that  hauiog  gotten  a pafport  for  one  ( that  pretended 
he  would  put  Pltxitius  aliueiuto  his  bands)  to  fpeakc  with  the  king 
his  brother,  he  himftlfe  (though  much  again  it  the  minds  of  the 
valiant  biothers,  who  rather  wifhed  to  die  iu  braue  defence,)  with 
a rope  about  his  neck?,  barefooted,  came  to  offer  himfclfc  to  the 
dilcrction  of  Ltoualus.  Where,  what  fubtuiflion  hec  vied,  how 
cunningly  in  making  greater  the  faulte  he  made  the  faultincs  the 
lefle,  how  artificially  he  could  fet  out  the  torments  pf  his  owne 
coiifcicuce,  with  the  burdenfotnc  comber  he  had  found  of  his  am- 
bitious defircs,  bow  finely  feemiog  to  delirc  nothing  but  death,  as 
afbaoied  to  hue,  he  begd  life  in  the  refuting  it,  1 am  oot  running 
ir.ouglt  to  be  able  to  cxpreile  : but  fo  fell  out  of  it,  that  tbou  ,h  at 
firfl  light  Leonatus  faw  him  with  no  other  eie  then  as  the  murderer 
of  his  father,  and  anger  already  began  to  paint  rcuengc  in  iu..ny 
colours,  ere  long  lie  bad  not  onely  gotten  pitic,  but  pardon;  and 
if  not  an  excofc  of  the  faulte  part,  yet  an  opinion  of  a future 
ameudmeat:  while  the  poote  villaiues  chicle  miniflers  of  his  wick- 

edres.  now  betraieri  by  the  author  thereof,  were  drliuried  to  many 
c.iutll  forts  of  death;  he  fo  handling  it,  that  it  rather  termed,  hec 
hid  more  come  into  the  defcucc  of  an  vmcrocdinblc  mifehitfe  al- 
ready committed,  then  that  they  had  done  it  at  titfl  by  his  lonftui  " 
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A LAMENTABLE  SONG  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  KlNG 
Leir  and  his  Three  Daughters. 

King  Leir*  once  ruled  in  this  land. 

With  princely  power  and  peace; 

And  had  all  (hinge  with  heart's  content. 

That  might  his  joys  increafe. 

Amongfl  thofe  things  that  nature  gave. 

Three  daughters  fair  had  he. 

So  princely  feemiug  beautiful. 

As  fairer  could  not  be. 

So  on  a time  it  pleas'd  the  king 
> A quedion  thus  to  move. 

Which  of  his  daughters  to  his  grace 
Could  fhow  the  deared  love  : 

For  to  my  age  you  bring  content, 

Quoth  he,  then  let  me  hear 
Which  of  you  three  in  plighted  troth 
The  kindeft  will  appear. 

To  whom  the  elded  thus  began; 

Dear  father,  mind,  quoth  (he. 

Before  your  face,  to  do  you  good. 

My  blood  {hall  render’d  be: 

And  for  your  fake  my  bleeding  heart 
Shall  here  be  cut  in  twain. 

Ere  that  I fee  your  reverend  age 
The  fmallcd  grief  fullain. 

* King  Leir  Ice.]  This  baltad  is  given  from  an  ancient  copy  in  the  Golden 
Garland,  biackleuer.Toihetuncof,  Whin  flying  Frr/ne.-lt  is  here  reprinted 
from  Dr.  Percy's  Rthguti  of  ancient  Englijk  Polity,  Vot.I.  third  edit. 
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And  fo  will  I,  the  fecond  faid  ; 

Dear  father,  for  your  fake. 

The  word  of  all  extremities 
I’ll  gently  uudertake  : 

And  ferve  your  highnefs  night  and  day 
With  diligence  and  love  ; 

That  ftveet  content  and  quietnefi 
Difcomforts  may  remove. 

In  doing  fo,  you  glad  my  foul. 

The  aged  king  reply’d  ; 

But  what  fay’d  thou,  my  younged  girl, 

How  is  thy  love  ally’d  ? 

My  love  {quoth  young  Cordelia  then) 

Which  to  your  grace  I owe. 

Shall  be  the  duty  of  a child. 

And  that  is  all  I'll  (how. 

And  wilt  thou  (how  no  more,  quoth  he, 

Than  doth  thy  duty  bind? 

I well  perceive  thy  love  is  final!, 

When  as  no  more  I find : 

Henceforth  I banilh  thee  my  court, 

Thou  art  no  child  of  mine  ; 

Nor  any  part  of  this  my  realm 
By  favour  (hall  be  thine. 

Thy  elder  fiders’  loves  are  more 
Than  well  I can  demand. 

To  whom  I equally  bedow 
My  kingdorac  and  my  land. 

My  pompal  date  and  all  my  goods. 

That  lovingly  I may 
With  thofe  thy  fiders  be  maintain'd 
Until  my  dying  dav. 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING-LEA  R. 


57s 

Thus  flattaring  fpeeches  won  renown 
By  thcfe  two  fillers  here: 

The  third  had  caufclefs  bauiflimcnt, 

Yet  was  her  love  more  dear: 

For  poorCordclia  patiently 
Went  wand’ring  up  and  down, 

Unhclp’d,  unpity'd,  gentle  raaid. 

Through  many  an  Englith  town  : 

Until  at  lad  in  famous  France 
She  gentler  fortunes  found; 

Though  poor  and  bare,  yet  Hie  was  deem’d 
The  faired  on  the  ground: 

Where  when  the  king  her  virtues  heard. 
And  this  fair  lady  fecn. 

With  full  confent  of  all  his  court 
lie  made  his  wife  and  queen. 

Her  fa  thcr,  old  king  Leir,  this  while 
With  his  two  daughters  (laid  ; 

Forgetful  of  their  promis’d  loves. 

Full  foou  the  feme  decay'd; 

And  living  in  queen  Ragan’s  court. 

The  eldcft  of  the  twain. 

She  took  from  him  his  chiefed  means. 

And  mod  of  all  his  train. 

For  whereas  twenty  men  were  wont 
To  wait  with  bended  knee  : 

She  gave  allowance  but  to  ten, 

And  after  fcarcc  to  three  : 

Nay,  one  Ihe  thought  too  much  for  him : 
So  took  Qte  all  away. 

In  hope  that  in  her  court,  good  king, 
tic, would  no  longer  day. 
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Am  I rewarded  tlius,  quoth  he, 
lu  giving  all  I have 
Unio  my  children,  and  to  beg 
For  what  1 lately  gave  ? 

I'll  go  unto  my  Gonorell : 

My  fccond  child,  l know. 

Will  be  more  kind  and  pitiful, 

And  will  relieve  my  woe. 

Full  fall  he  hies  then  to  her  court ; 

Wherewhen  fhe  hears  his  moan 
Return’d  him  anfwer.  That  fhe  griev'd 
That  all  his.  means  were  gone  : 

But  no  way  could  relieve  his  wants; 

Yet  if  that  lie  would  flay 
Within  her  kitchen,  he  fhould  have 
What  feuliions  gave  away. 

W’hcn  lie  had  heard  with  bitter  tears. 

He  made  his  anfwer  then  : 

In  what  I did  let  me  be  made 
Example  to  all  men. 

I will  return  again,  quoth  he, 

Unto  my  Ragan’s  court  i 
Shewill  not  ufc  me  thus,  I hope. 

But  in  a kinder  fort. 

Where  when  he  came,  (he  gave  command 
To  drive  him  thence  away  : 

When  he  was  well  within  her  court, 
(Shefaid)  he  would  not  day. 

Then  hack  again  to  Gonorell 
The  woeful  king  did  hie. 

Tint  in  her  kitchen  he  might  have 
What  fcnllion  boys  fet  bv. 
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Bui  there  of  that  he  was  deny’d. 

Which  fhe  had  promis'd  late  : 
for  once  refuting,  he  Ihould  not 
Come  after  to  her  gate. 

Thus  ’twix.t  his  daughters,  for  relief 
He  wander’d  up  aud  down  ; 

Being  glad  to  feed  on  beggar’s  food. 

That  lately  wore  a crown. 

And  calling  to  remembrance  then 
His  youugcll  daughter's  words. 

That  faid,  the  duty  of  a child 
Was  all  that  love  affords: 

But  doubting  to  repair  to  her. 

Whom  he  had  banifh’d  fo. 

Grew  frantick  mad  ; for  in  his  mind 
He  bore  the  wounds  of  woe : 

Which  made  him  rend  his  milk-white  locks, 
And  treffes  from  his  head. 

And  all  with  blood  beftain  his  checks. 
With  age  and  honour  fpread: 

To  hills  and  woods  and  walry  founts. 

He  made  his  hourly  moan, 

Till  hills  and  woods,  and  fcnfelefs  things, 
Did  feem  to  ftgh  and  groan. 

Even  thus  poffeft  with  difeontents. 

He  paffed  o'er  to  France, 

In  hopes  from  fair  Cordelia  there 
To  6nd fome gentler  chance: 

Moft  virtuous  dame!  which  when  £be  heard 
Of  this  her  father's  grief. 

As  duty  hound,  fhe  quickly  fent 
Him  comfort  and  relief: 
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And  by  a train  of  noble  peeri, 

In  brave  and  gallant  fort, 

She  gave  in  charge  lie  (Lould  be  brought 
To  Aganippus’  court; 

\Vhofe  royal  king,  with  noble  mind. 

So  freely  gave  confcnt. 

To  muf!er  up  his  knights  at  arms, 

To  fame  and  courage  bent. 

And  fo  to  England  came  with  (peed. 

To  repoffefs  king  Lcir, 

And  drive  his  daughters  from  their  thronei 
By  his  Cordelia  dear: 

Where  fbe,  true-hearted  noble  queen. 

Was  in  the  battle  (lain: 

Yet  he,  good  king,  in  his  old  days, 

Poflcfl  his  crown  again. 

But  when  he  heard  Cordelia’s  death. 

Who  died  indeed  for  love 
Of  her  dear  father,  inwhofe  caufe 
She  did  this  battle  move; 

He  fwooniug  fell  upon  herbreaR, 

From  whence  he  never  parted: 

But  on  herbofom  left  his  life 
That  -was  fo  truely  hearted. 

The  lords  and  nobles  when  they  fair 
The  end  of  thefe  events, 

The  other  fillers  unto  death 
They  doomed  by  coufents  ; 

And  being  dead,  their  crowns  they  left 
Unto  the  next  of  kin  : 

Thus  have  you  feen  the  fall  of  pride. 

And  difobedient  fin.  Johnson. 

* This  ballad,  which  by  no  meant  dclcrves  a place  in  any  edition  of 
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* S hakfpeare,  is  evidently  a mnfi  fervile  purfuit,  — not,  indeed,  of  our  au- 

thor's pi  iv,  which  the  writer  does  not  appear  to  In  ve  read,  but— of  Hoi  in- 
shed** Chronicle,  where,  as  in  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  the  king  of  France 
is  called  Afttnipput.  I fuppoie,  however,  that  the  pCTfornnnc e and  < ele- 
britv  o?  the  play  might  have  Jet  the  ballad-maker  at  work,  and  furnished 
him  with  the  » ircumflance  of  f ear’s  tnadnel*.  of  wh  ch  there  is  no  hint 
either  in  the  hiftotran  or  the  old  play  'J  he  omiffon  of  anv  ether  fir- king 
int  ident  may  he  fsirly  imputed  to  his  want  of  either  genius  or  information. 
A l he  had  to  do  was  to  fpin  out  a fort  of  narrative  in  a fort  of  vrrfc.  to 
be  fung  about  the  flreets,  and  make  advantage  of  the  puhlirk  mriofity. 
I much  doubt  whether  any  common  ballad  can  be  produced  anterior  to 
* play  upon  the  fame  fubjed,unlefs  in  the  cale  of  fonie  very  recent  event. 

Ritsox. 


THE  END  OF  THE  TWENTIETH  VOLUME. 
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